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TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 



Organizations. 



Bakery and Confectionery Workers' 
International Unlou 

Journeymen Barbers' International 
Union.. 

National Alliance Bill Posters and 
Blllers of America. 

International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths 

Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Ship Builders of America 

Boot and Shoe Workers' Union 

International Union of United Brew- 
ery Workmen 

International Brick. Tile and Terra 
Gotta Workers' Alliance 

International Association of Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers 

International Broom Makers' Union... 
International Union of Building Em- 
ployes of America 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America 

Amalgamated Society of Carpenters 
and Joiners 

International Carriage and Wagon 
Workers 
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Name and address of delegates. 



Emll Sobaerer, 146 Fourteenth St., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

W. E. Klapetzky, Box 770, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Frank X. Noschang, Box 897, Albany, N. Y. 

George K. Smith, 1016 Twelfth St., Oakland, 
Cal. 

James C. Shanessy, 810 Olive St., St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Qeorge Abernethy, 310 Dawson St., Allegheny, 

Pa. 
John Slocum, 680-666 Monon Bldg., Chicago, 

James J. McDade, 20 Eleventh sL, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Wm. J. Gilthorpe, 406 Portsmouth Bldg., 
Kansas City. Kans. 

A. D. Porter, 121 New Montgomery St., San 
Francisco, Cal. 

John F. Tobln, 484 Albany Bldg., Boston, 
Mass. 

Col lis Lovely, 434 Albany Bldg., Boston, 
Mass. 

Emmet T. Walls, Box 409, Brockton, Mass. 

Chas. E. Lowell, Box 884, Whitman. Mass. 

John P. Meade, 70 Centre St., Brockton, Mass 

Louis Kemper, Odd Fellows' Temple, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

Edmond F. Ward, 1117 Columbus ave., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

August Priestersbach, Cor. Third and Elm 
sts., St. Louis, Mo. 

Fred Zepp, 638% Pearl St., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Chas. Hank, Room 12, 161-53 Washington st:, 
Chicago. 111. 

Fntnk Butterworth, 711 Preston St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Prank Buchanan, 464 Racine ave., Chicago, 
III. 

E. V. Hoeneck, 927 Mission St., San Francisco, 
Cal. 

John Brady, 362 Baltic St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

J. F. Curren, 306 Sutter St., San Francisco, Cal. 

Herman Brockowsky, 666 Howard St., San 
Francisco, Cal. 

Frank Duffy, Box 520, Indianapolis, Ind. 

James F. Grimes, 1012 Mc Kinney st., Houston, 
Tex. 

A. M. Swartz, 1410 Sandusky St., Allegheny 
City, Pa. 

Samuel Yarnell, Douglas, Arizona. 

William B. Macfarlane, 286 Potomac ave., Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 

John Zaring, Room 6, Odd Fellows' Temple, 
Springfield, III. 

T. M. Guerln, 487 Fourth st., Troy, N. Y. 

William Fyfe, 257 W. Sixty-ninth St., New 
York City. 

Matthew Canavan, 809 Fifth St., San Fran- 
cisco Cal. 
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Organisations. 



American Brotherhood of Oemen 
Workers 



Cigar Makers' International Union of 
America , 



Retail Clerks' International Protective 
Association .'. 



United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of 
North America 

The Commercial Telegraphers' Union 
of America. M 

Coopers' International Union of North 
America 



International Brotherhood of 
trlcal Workers of America < 



Elec- 



Internatlonal Union of Elevator Con- 
structors 



International 
gineers 



Union of Steam En- 



International Association of Watch 
Case Engravers 



International Brotherhood of Station- 
ary Firemen 



International Union of Floor and 
Cereal Mill Employes 



International Brotherhood of Foundry 
Employes 

Interior Freight Handlers and Ware- 
housemen's Union of A 



United Garment Workers of America- 



International Ladles' Garment Work- 
ers' Union 



Glass Bottle Blowers' Association of 
the U. 8. and Canada 

Window Glass Snappers' National 

Protective Association of America 

Glass Workers' Intl. Asso. ( Amal 

International Glove Workers' Union 



Granite Cutters' National Union.. 
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Name and address of delegates. 



F. C. Geneenbach, 44 La Salle St., Chicago, 111. 
O. A. Tveitmoe, 305-6 Clunie Bldg., San Fran- 



cisco, Cal. 
lamuel G 
ington. 



Samuel Gompers, 428-25 Gst. N. W., Washing- 



Thos. F. Tracy. 11 Appleton St., Boston. Mass. 

James Wood,1316 Walnut st., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

J. Mahlon Barnes, 282 N. Ninth St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

J. R. O'Brien.81^ W.IEagle St., Buffalo. N. Y. 

Max Morris, P. O. Box 1581, Denver, Colo. 

J. R. Devine, 1510 Jackson st.,Scranton, Pa. 

Herman Robinson, 25 Third ave., New York, 
N. Y. 

L. J. Gordon, 227 FlfWst, San Francisco, Cal. 

Allen T. Baum, care "Examiner," San Fran 

Cisco, Cal. 
8. J. Cook, P. O. Box 77, Kansas City, Kans. 
P. J. Donnelly, 14 Blckford ave., Boston, Mass. 
H. W. Sherman, 510 Corcoran Bldg., Wash- 



ington, D. C. 
M..f. 



Sullivan, 288 Fulton St., San Francisco, 

Cal. 
George Burns, 849 Magnolia ave., Detroit, 

Mich. 
Cbas. Nelson, 123 Liberty St., New York City. 

Frank Feeney, 819 Pierce st., Philadelphia's. 
Henry Ketter, 821 Oliver St., Cinctnnati,Ohio. 
Joseph Ham mill, 308 W. One Hnndred and 

Nineteenth St., New York City. 
John J. Glass, 514 E. Eagle St., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Frank B. Monaghan, 706 Parker St., Roxbury 

Crossing, Boston, Mass. 

Bert Beadle, 400 Gllmore ave., Canton, Ohio. 
Tlmotby Healy, 198 Bowery St., New York 
City. 

C. L. Sbamp, 2502 N. Eighteenth St., Omaha, 
Neb*. 

J. W. Morton, 276 E. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 
J. B. Conroy, 1020 Franklin ave.. St. Louis, 
Mo. 

A. E. Kellington, 406 Corn Exchange, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

George Bechtold, 1810 Franklin ave., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

J. E. Kentzell, care of Labor Council, 927 

Market st., San Francisco, Cal. 
T. A. Rickert, 167 Dearborn St., Chicago, 111. 
Sarah Hagan, 927 Market St., San Francisco, 

Cal. 
Nathan Wolff, 29 Avenue B, New York City. 

Isldor Jacoby, 25 Third ave., New York City. 

D. A. Hayes, Wltherspoon Bldg., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

James J. Beegan, 616 Elisabeth st., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

George Farrell, Kane, Pa. 

John J. Morris, 2821 Carr St., St. Louis, Mo. 1 

Thos. J. Mahoney, 119 Fourteenth st, San 

Franciso, Cal. 
James Duncan, Hancock Bldg., Qulncy, 

Mass. 
Thomas J. Lyons, Vlnal Haven, Me. 
William J. O'Brien, 411 E. Fifty-seventh st., 

New York City. 
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United Hatters of North America- 



Hod Carriers and Building Laborers' 
Union 



International Union of Journeymen 
Horseshoers of U. S. and Canada, 



Hotel and Restaurant Employees' In- 
ternational Alliance and Bartenders 1 
International League of America 



Amalgamated Association of Iron, 
Steel, and Tin Workers 



International Union of Wood, Wire, 
and Metal Lathers 



International Union 8hlrt,*Walst, and 
Laundry Workers 

United Brotherhood of Leather Work- 
ers on Horse Goods 



International Longshoremen's Associ- 
ation 



Ink Association of Machinists... 




Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butch-; 
er Workmen of North America ' 2 



Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, and 
Brass Workers' Union of North 



America.. 



Sheet Metal Workers' International 
Association, Amalgamated 



Metal Workers' International, United, 



Mine Workers of America, United.. 
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98 

135 
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172 
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61 
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Name and Address of Delegates. 



John A. Moffltt, ll Waverly Place, New York 

City. 
Martin Lawlor, 11 Waverly Place, New York 

City. 
James P. Maher, 11 Waverly Place, New 

York City. 
Herman Li lien, Garden City Block, Chicago, 

John W. Smith, Cleveland ave., Trenton, N.J. 
Roady Kenehan. 1518 Wazee St., Denver, Col. 
John Fltzpatrick, 609 Garden City Block, 

Chicago, 111. 
T. J. Sullivan, 82 Franklin ave., Hartford, 

Conn. 
Jere L. Sullivan. Commercial Tribune Bldg., 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Robert A. Wharton, Brunswick Hotel, Scran- 
ton, Pa. 
Paul Relchenbacher, 147 E. Fifty-third St., 

New York City. 
C. B. Wiseman, Box 689, St. Louis, Mo. 

Daniel P. Sullivan, Smtthneld & Water sts.. 
House Bldg., Pittsburg, Pa. 

William MciJorley, 518 Superior Bldg., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

T. C. DeVilllers, 825 Twenty-second st, Oak- 
land, Cal. 

J. L. Hutchinson, 1628 F St., Fresno, Cal. 

Lester A. Greenlaw, 1042 Minna sU, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Frank Sweeney, 927 Mission St., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Daniel J. Keefe, 601 Elks' Temple, Detroit, 
Mich. v 

Henry C. Barter, 608 Elks' Temple. Detroit, 
Mich. 

John J. Joyce, 154 Sandusky St., Buffalo. N.Y. 

JamesO'Connell, 402-407 McGlll Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

George H. Warner, 128 Liberty st, New York 
City. 

A. E. Ireland, Room 13, Office Block, Topeka, 
Kans. 

John Hamerstrom, 1888 N. Capitol St., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Herman May, 10 Walnut ave., San Francisco, 
Cal. 

C. E. Schmidt, 810 O'Farrell St., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 



E. J. Lynch, Germanla Bank Building, New 

York City. 
P. J. Downey, 45 Myrtle ave., Albany, N. Y. 
Richard Pattlson, 211 W. Twenty-fourth St., 

New York City. 
D. B. Heron, 1281 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
D. J. Murray, 1239 Folsom St., San Francisco 

Cal. 
John Mitchell, 1101 State Life Bldg., Indian 

apolis, Ind. 
W. B. Wilson, 1106 State Life Bldg., Indian 

apolis, Ind. 
T. L. Lewis, 1122 State Life Bldg., Indian 

apolis, Ind. 
W. D. Ryan, Marine Bank Bldg., Springfield 

III. 
W. H. Haskins.77 Ruggery Bldg., Columbus, 

Ohio. 
John Fahy, Exchange Hotel, Shamokln, Pa. 
John T. Dempsey, 407 Paull Bldg., Scranton 

Pa. 
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Name and address of delegates. 



Molders' Union, Iron. 

Musicians, American Federation of.. 



Painters, Decorators, and Pa per bang- 
ers of America, Brother hooa of 



Paper Box Workers' 
Union 



International 



Paper makers, United Brotherhood . 



Patternmakers' League 1 

Photo-Engravers' International Union 1 
Piano and Organ Workers' Interna- 
tional r j 2 

Plate Printers, Steel and Copper 1 

Plumbers, Gasfltters,Steamntters, etc., 
United Association 



Potters, National Brotherhood of Op- 
erative 



Printing Pressmen's International.. 



Quarry Workers' International Union 
Railroad Telegraphers, Order of. 



Railway Employes, Street and Elec- 
tric Amalgamated Association 



Seamen's International Union.. 



Shingle Weavers' Union 

Shipwrights. Joiners, and Caulkers of 

America, National Union of 

Slate and Tile Roofers' Union of 

America, International 



Stage Employes' International Alll 
ance, Theatrical 2 

Btereotypersand Electrotypera' Union, 
International 1 



Tailors' Union of America, Journey- 
men 
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87 
17 

50 
49 
10 

56 

55 
55 
29 
29 

40 

40 

40 

40 

26 

I 75 

hoo 

100 
100 

51 
60 

50 

50 

14 

84 

7 

2a 

25 



24 



58 



M. J. Keough, 88 Jane St.. Green Island, N. Y. 

R. H. Metoalf. Box 699. Cincinnati, Ohio. 

James H. O'Nell, Box 917, Providence, R. I. 

Joseph N. Weber, 1844 Broadway, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Owen Miller, Room 20, Allen Bldg., St Louis, 
Mo. 

D. A. Carey, 96 Markham St.. Toronto, Can. 

J. C. Ba hi horn, Drawer 199, Lafayette, Ind. 

Jas. H. Sullivan, 848 N. Calvert st, Balti- 
more, Md. 

George C. Campbell. 704 N. Second St., Clin- 
ton, Iowa. 

John M. Finan, 57 N. Clark St., Chicago, 111. 

Frank C. Lowe, 711 Fourth ave., N. Seattle, 
Wash. 

Mason Thomas, 1711% Mason St., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 
George Mackey, 22 Smith Bldg., Water town, 

James Wilson, 25 Third ave., New York City. 
Jas. G. Cain, 215 Pearl St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Chas. Dold. 849 N. Irving ave., Chicago, 111. 
Frank Helle, 2110 Grenshaw St., Chicago, 111. 
Jeremiah P. Murphy, 1416 Pa. ave. N. W. 

Washington, D.C. 
Wm. J. Spencer, Box 7, Dayton, Ohio. 
John Clark, 40 E. Mohawk St., Buffalo, N. Y. 
J. J. McKee, 822 Fifth ave., Pittsburg. Pa. 
T. J. Duffy, Box 50, K. Liverpool, Ohio. 
Harry Hailes, 62 Twenty-third St., Wheeling, 

Martin P. Hhrgtns, 35 Washington St., 

Charlestown, Mass. 
Thomas Mu lea hey, 820 San some St., San 

Francisco, Cal. 
T. J. Dinan, 1217 Green St., San Francisco, 

Cal. 
George Sauer, 2182% Market st., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 
W. W. Woodward, Sites, Cal. 
L. A. Tanquary. rotopaxi, Colo. 
D. G. Ramsay, 1005 Unity Bldg., Chicago, 111. 
W. D. Mahon.45 Hodges Bldg., Detrolt.Mich. 
Reztn Orr, 45 Hodges Bldg.. Detroit, Mich. 
Richard Cornelius, 810 O'Farrell St., San 

Francisco, Cal. 
Wm. H. Frazier,l% a Lewis St., Boston, Mass. 
Walter Macarthur, cor. East and Mission 

sts., San Francisco, Cal. 
Andrew Furuseth. cor. East and Mission sts., 

San Francisco, Cal. 
William Penje, i23N.Desplalnes St., Chicago, 

J. G.Brown, Hoquiam, Wash. 

Thomas Wee toby, 484 Forty-fifth St., Oakland, 
Cal. 

Edward A. White, 801 Polk St., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Lee M. Hart. 858-355 S. State St., Chicago, III. 

Patrick Maloney, cor. Waltham and Harri- 
son aves., Boston, Mass. 

J. P. Fitzslmmons, "Examiner," San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

John B. Lennon, Box 597, Bloomlngton. 111. 

Austin F. Keane, Box 142, Little Rock, Ark. 

O. F. Llndow, 368% Twelfth St., Oakland, Cal. 
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Teamsters, International Brotherhood 



Textile Workers, United 

Tobacco Workers' International Union 

Typographical Union, International... 



Upholsterers' International Union.. 



Wood Workers' International Union. 



California State Federation of Labor.... 



Florida State Federation of Labor.... 

Georgia Federation of Labor 

Illinois State Federation of Labor.... 

Iowa State Federation of Labor 

Massachusetts State Federation of 

Labor 

Missouri State Federation of Labor.. 



New Jersey State Federation of Labor. 

New York Workingmen's Federation. 

Porto Rico Free Federation of Work- 

ingmen 

Texas State Federation of Labor 



Utah State Federation of Labor 

Washington State Federation of Labor 

Bakersfleld (Cal.) Council of Labor 

Baltimore (Md.) Federation of Labor... 

Boston (Mass.) Central Labor Union.... 

Buffalo (N. Y.) United Trades and 

Labor Council 

Chicago (111.) Federation of Labor 



Cleveland (Ohio) United Trades and 
Labor Council 



Fort Worth (Tex.) Trades Assembly.... 

Fresno (Cal.) Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil : 



No. 

of 

dele- 
gate* 



No, of 

rote* 

for each 



Name and address of delegates. 



Edward Brown, 407 Morgan st, St. Louis, 
Mo., care A. L. St. Clair. 

Emmett T. Flood, 802 W. Congress Bt.,£ Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Martin McGrau, 101 E. Randolph St., Chi- 
cago, 111. 

H. J. Wen del ken, 919 Thompson St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

William Cohen, 177 Washington st.,N. Boston, 
Mass. 

C. P. Shea, care 147 Market St., Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

John Golden, Fall River. Mass. 

Henry Fischer, Room 64, Amer. Natl. Bank 
Bldg., Louisville, Ky. 

Anthony Mc Andrews, 440 Pioneer St., Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

James M. Lynch, Newton Claypool Bldg., 
Rooms 640-650, Indianapolis, Ind. t * •> 

Frank Morrison, 428 G sL N. W., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Max S. Hayes, 193 Cbamplaln st., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Frank K. Foster, 116 Eliot St., Boston, Mass. 

Victor L. Berger, 614 State St., Milwaukee, 
Wis 

B. B. Rosenthal, 408 Leavenworth st., San 
Francisco, Cal. 

D. D. Mulcahy, 101 Magnolia St., Detroit, 
Mich. 

Thos. I. Kldd, 615 Garden City Block, 56 

Fifth ave., Chicago, III. 
Richard Braunschweig, 615 Garden [City 

Block. Chicago, 111. 

E. W. Miller, 161 E, Washington st., Chicago, 

John Davidson, 801 Louisiana St., Vallejo, 

Cal. 
8. J. Triplett, Box 271, Jacksonville, Fla. 
W. S. Harris, 21 Bay St., E. Savannah, Ga. 
M. B. Madden, 108 Fifth ave., Chicago, 111. 
L. M. Jaeger, Burlington, Iowa. 

Jas. R. Crozier, 26 Blue Hill ave., Boston, 

E. T. Behrens. 1200 E. Third st , Sedalia, Mo. 
John T. Cosgrove, 826 E. Jersey St., Elizabeth 

William White, 906 Michigan St., Elmira, 
N. Y. 

Santiago Igleslas, 48 Cruz, San Juan, P. R. 

C. W. Woodman, Union Banner, Fort 
Worth, Tex. 

J. T. La very, 68 E. First South St., Salt Lake 

City, Utah. 
W. Frank Moyer, Eleventh and Cowglll sts., 

Belli ngh am, Wash. 
J.J. Goodwin, Bakersfleld, Cal. 
Edward Hirsch, Maryland Theater, W. 

Franklin st., Baltimore, Md. 
Denis D. Drlscoll, 78 E Canton st., Boston, 

Mass. 

Archy Grant, 55 Hayward, st, Buffalo. N. Y. 
W. G. Schardt, 508 Garden City Block, Chi- 
cago, III. 

Harry D. Thomas, 

land, Ohio. 
Lem Hub ted, care 

Worth, Tex. 

T. C. Seaward. Fresno, Cal. 



88 Prospect st., Cleve- 
Labor Temple, Fort 
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Name and address of delegates. 



Jefferson City (Mo.) Central Labor 

Union 

Kansas City (Mo.) Industrial Council.. 

Lawrence(Mass.) Central Labor Union. 

Lincoln (Neb.) Central Labor Union... 

Los Angeles (Cal.) Central Labor Coun- 
cil 



Napa (Cal.) Federated Trades Council., 

NewfOrleans (La.) Central Labor. 

Union ~ 
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FIRST DAY— Morning Session. 



Lyric Hall, Sam Fbanoisoo, November 14, 1904. 



Pursuant to the regular meeting of the 
twenty-fourth annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, President 
Qompers called the convention to order 
at 10 A. M., in Lyric Hall, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

President Gompers: It becomes my 
privilege as well as my duty to call to 
order this twenty-fourth annual conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor. I doubt the wisdom at this moment 
of extending a welcome when, as a mat- 
ter of fact, we are about to be welcomed. 
I have the pleasure and honor of intro- 
ducing to you Mr. J. O. Walsh, President 
of the San Francisco Labor Council. 

Mr. Walsh: . 

Mr. President, Delegates and Visitors: 
In the name of the organised workers of 
San Francisco I bid you a hearty wel- 
come to our city and State. Our homes 
are entirely at your disposal, and we 
trust that you will do us the honor to 
consider yourselves not our guests but 
members of our family and household. 

To the delegates representing the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor in this con- 
vention, to the fraternal visitors repre- 
senting our fellow trade-unionists in Can- 
ada and Great Britain, and to the repre- 
sentatives of those kindred organisations 
now assembled in the common cause of 
labor, the trade-unionists of San Fran- 



cisco extend fraternal .greetings, coupled 
with the assurance that although you 
may have traveled far from your own 
firesides you are still at home in the 
hearts and by the hearths of your co- 
workers in the labor movement 

Trade-unionism knows no distinctions 
of race, color or creed; neither does it 
know any geographical limitations. 
North, South, East and West, in every 
country and every clime, in this year of 
grace, as in all the years that have 
passed away, the hearts of the organ- 
ized workers beat in unison to the music 
of that noblest inspiration of the human 
race, industrial liberty and equality. 

San Francisco has never failed to raise 
her voice in the grand chorus of the 
world's workers, nor to lend her ear in 
sympathy to the voices raised from the 
uttermost corners of the earth. As 
we have been with you in spirit through- 
out the past, so we are with you in the 
flesh to-day— comrades in arms, brothers 
and sisters in the noble cause. Long may 
your meeting last, and when the parting 
comes may the fraternal handBhake place 
a firmer seal upon the union of our 
hearts! 

During your visit with us it will be our 
pleasure to show you some of the beau- 
ties of California, a State in which na- 
ture has combined the elements in the 
production of her choicest handiwork. 
The citizens of California are proud of 
their heritage of mountain and valley, 
of river and field. We are proud, too, of 
our people, the children of the hardy pio- 
neers of '49. But above and before all, 
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we are proud of our labor movement, that 
structure of our own hands which in 
extent and potency so fittingly comple- 
ments the physical characteristics of our 
.surroundings. 

The seeds of that movement were 
planted by the giants of the early days, 
and through sunshine and storm the crop 
has prospered exceeding well. It is our 
boast, and a justifiable one, I hope you 
will admit, that San Francisco is one of 
the most thoroughly organized cities in 
the United States. We owe that fact to 
the soundness of the principles upon 
which our work is founded and upon 
which it has been conducted. Those prin- 
ciples, I hardly need remind you, are the 
principles of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

It is now sixteen years since the San 
Francisco Labor Council, then known as 
the Federated Trades, secured a charter 
at your hands, a charter which bearing 
the name of your, and our, honored 
President, Samuel Oompers, still graces 
the hall of the Labor Council, a charter 
which has never been disgraced, and 
which, God willing, shall forever remain 
with us as the emblem of our faith and 
the Inspiration of our hearts and hands. 

In 1888, when that charter was granted, 
the Labor Council stood here upon the 
shores of the Pacific, the solitary outpost 
of the labor movement, separated by a 
thousand miles from the nearest company 
of our friends. To-day we stand in the 
midst of the great army of organized la- 
bor, the lines of which extend north, 
south, east, aye and west, in unbroken 
phalanx, ready to do battle* for the cause 
in which we are enlisted. 

During these years many stirring events 
have occurred, but the principles of or- 
ganized labor have triumphed over all 
opposition, whether from without or from 
within. In all this we do not claim any 
special merit in ourselves. We recognize, 
and we here make personal acknowledg- 
ment of the fact, that but for the sup- 
port of our fellow trade-unionists In other 
parts of the country, organized and fed- 
erated under the banner of the American 
Federation of Labor, we could not pos- 
sibly have prospered so gloriously as we 
have. 

Mr. President and Delegates to the 
Convention, I feel that no words of mine, 
no words, however eloquent, of the hu- 
man tongue, can express the pride and 
gratification with which the trade- 
unionists of San Francisco greet you 
upon the eve of your labors. I feel, too, 
that no formal expression of our regard 
is needed. Let me ask you in all sin- 
cerity to take the deed for the word. 

Again I bid you welcome, thrice wel- 
come, within our gates. Stay as long as 
you can, and may the all-seeing One 
guide and bless you in your delibera* 
tlons on behalf of the high and holy 
cause of labor. 

President Gompers introduced Mr. 
Harry Knox, President of the California 
State Federation of Labor, who spoke ae 
follows: 

Mr. President, Brother Delegates' and 
Friends: It is a pleasant duty to wel- 
come you on behalf of the California 
State Federation of Labor to our beau- 



tiful State. This is a representative body 
of about two million people. You carry 
in your hands the welfare of people ail 
through the United States, ana, in fact, 
throughout the entire world. The work 
this convention will do will be of great 
moment to the world in general. 

We welcome you to California for sev- 
eral reasons. First, we want your good 
fellowship, we want you to see our beau- 
tiful State and also to receive the hos- 
Jiltality of the organized workers of Cali- 
ornla. We want you to become thor- 
oughly posted on labor conditions on 
the Pacific Coast. It is a matter of great 
moment to the workers here, and we ask 
you, while in our city and in our State, 
to become thoroughly posted on the 
Chinese and Japanese question, and then 
when you are called upon to work for an 
Exclusion Act we want it to be one that 
will exclude, not one that Commissioner 
Sargent recommends. I was speaking to 
a delegate from New York yesterday, and 
he said: 4, I never for one moment 
thought I would see Chinamen doing the 
work they are doing here, on the section, 
on cars and everywhere." Let me tell 
you, brothers and sisters f>om the far 
East, and from the Middle East, 
that you do not realize the con- 
• dltlons that exist on the Pacific Coast 
through the non-exclusion of the Chinese 
and Japanese. We want you to post 
yourselves while here. Then when you 
go home you will be ready to spread the 
truth among our fellow-workers and be 
ready to act when the State of California 
calls upon you. 

Organized labor In the State of Cali- 
fornia is expanding all the time. No 
matter what opposition we meet we keep 
on growing and growing— the light of lib- 
erty and the thought of organization is In 
the air. People are getting together and 
organizing for their own protection who 
in the past had no use for organization. 
Now they realize they must get into 
an organization before they can do 
anything to better their condition. No 
conditions have ever been bettered 
through any other organization except 
organized labor. Organized labor has al- 
ways bettered the conditions of the labor- 
ing people, and It will continue to do so, 
notwithstanding such organizations as 
the Citizens' Alliance. 

I do not intend to make a long speech 
this morning, but simply to say that you 
are welcome here. We extend a thou- 
sand welcomes to you. There is another 
thing I wish to say, and that is that 
while you are in our beautiful city we 
want 1 he. men to look at our beautiful 
ladies. This Is one of the things San 
Francisco Is noted for. San Francisco 
has the most beautiful ladies on the 
face of the earth, and while you fere here 
we want you to look the matter square 
in the face. 

The American Federation of Labor Is 
a great organization. Presidert Gompers 
has succeeded in doing something few 
men could possibly have dope; he has 
gathered around himself In n l*»rge cl^c'e, 
as It were, nearly two million people. 
That Is a tremendous thing for one man 
to p.ccomolteh. but he certainly has done 
wonderful things for the working people 
of the United States. 
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I shall say nothing further now except 
to bid you again a thousand welcomes 
in behalf of the State Federation of Labor 
of California. Our headquarters are open 
to you, and If you wish anything in the 
way of shorthand and typewriting done 
our stenographers there are at your serv- 
ice. You are entirely welcome to all the 
conveniences there, and anything organ- 
ized labor can do for you will be cheer- 
fully done by the State Federation and 
the City Federation of San Francisco. 

President Gompers introduced Mr. J. 
Williams of the City Front Federation, 
who said: 

Mr. President and Delegates to the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: As Pres- 
ident of the City Front Federation I wel- 
come you to this city in behalf of that 
organisation. We believe in the prin- 
ciples advocated by the American Feder- 
ation of Labor for advancing the move- 
ment and for bettering the conditions of 
the wage workers. 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you here, and to tell you that we have 
one of the largest and one of the 
best fighting organizations in the world. 
We have gone up against it pretty hard, 
but are still living and prospering, and 
we think we are doing the best work 
that can be done by any labor organiza- 
tion in the world. You are here for the 
purpose of straightening out matters con- 
nected with organized labor. We have a 
great deal of work for you here, and we 
nope before you leave you will arrange 
matters satisfactorily to all of us. I 
thank you for your attention. 

President Gompers introduced Mr. P. H. 
McCarthy, President of the State Build- 
ing Trades Council of California. Mr. 
McCarthy spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
It Is a very great pleasure to me to wel- 
come you, not only to San Francisco, but 
to California. I am one of those who 
believe there are three countries, three 
localities where people live and live as 
they ought to— California, Kentucky and 
Ireland. I fancy it is more of a pleasure 
to me to welcome you because of that be- 
lief, brought about by reason of that 
chain of thought which I must necessarily 
have gone through to reach that point, 
than to say it is a duty to welcome you 
to California. 

I hope and trust that many of you will 
And it convenient, when you get through 
with your official business, to remain in 
California. We want all of you to rec- 
ollect one thing, and that is that we are 
desirous of having California built up. 
We are going to build It up, but we want 
the best people to come here, not men of 
the character desired by our friends un- 
der the management of that most noto- 
rious scoundrel, Herbert George. Many 
times have we sought to bring to Califor- 
nia a desirable class of labor, but there Is 
a condition of things peculiar to and 
known only to the Parryftes of this coun- 
try* and you people in the East are now 
confronted in your homes by that brace 
of scoundrels who only barely escaped 



the penitentiary— Murray and Ready. 
Many times has the State Building Trades 
Council advertised throughout the East- 
ern cities for men who were competent 
workers and good citizens. But, my 
friends, there is no inquiry made as to the 
citizenship of the men induced to come 
here by our friends of the Citizens' Alli- 
ance. All they want Is a class of men 
who are notorious strike-breakers in or- 
der to institute the open shop. Let me . 
tell you, however, that if all the Parry- 
ites between here and that place where it 
is always summer — not meaning heaven — 
were to come to California the open shop 
will not prevail in our State. (Applause.) 
Organized labor, representing as it does, 
the best citizenship of our nation, or of 
any nation, cannot be set aside because 
some scoundrel institution endeavors to 
do it, not only for the purpose of robbing 
organized labor, but for the purpose of 
robbing the millionaire as well. That 
was plainly demostrated recently In Colo- 
rado. Their own people have come for- 
ward and made affidavit that they were 
organized—the job being done by three 
people, the Governor of the State, the 

? general In charge and his subordinate—, 
o shoot the men after they had left their 
work, and had done the dirty work for 
the mine- owners, so that the owners 
might come up with more money. If 
there was any doubt about this at first 
there can be none now. This thing Is bad 
for the workingman and the millionaire 
alike, and we do not want this method 
of doing things to spread. 

Brothers, it will be your duty to pass 
on many things during this convention, 
and I ask you, as one who has no fear 
of the open shop, no fear of the Citizens' 
Alliance, no fear of Herbert George— not 
that he is on earth as far as I am con- 
cerned—I ask you to do one thing, and 
that is to see to it that we ourselves do 
not pass a non-union thing and try to sell 
it to a union man. There is nothing be- 
tween here and heaven that makes me 
boil with rage more than this, and If I 
were ever to be divorced from, my family 
it would be because they persisted in 
doing this thing. 

One thing further I ask you to do, and 
that is to make organized labor useful as 
well as ornamental. You must be able to 
secure the sinews of War when It Is nec- 
essary to fight, or your fight will not' be 
successful. You are talking about your 
thousands and millions of men, but It is 
all nonsense unless you have the sinews 
of war when you go Into a fight. I would 
rather have one hundred thousand, 
trained, disciplined men with the sinews 
of war than to have two million men 
without. It Is within your hands to have 
this sort of a trained body. The rank 
and file of the organization placed this 
matter in your hands, they have passed 
it up to you, and they will ask you why 
you do not do this. In many instances we 
will be told It is impossible. You talk 
about autonomy and all that sort of rot! 
You ought to have the same degree of 
discipline in organized labor that we 
usually find in the healthy home, In the 
healthy municipality, in the healthy 
State and nation, and until that condition 
is brought about, until we make of or- 
ganized labor an institution that can fight 
instead of talk, Herbert George and the 
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Parryites will have something to say In 
other States outside of California. 

I want to say to you, brothers, that you 
are in a city that is probably the best or- 
ganized of any city in the world to-day. 
You are also in a State— speaking for the 
building industry— the equal of which is 
not in the world in so far as organized 
labor is concerned. I have purchased for 
your particular benefit 372 fine-tooth 
.combs. I intend to present each of you 
with one of those combs and ask you to 
scrape up this entire city, and then I 
stand ready to give you one hundred dol- 
lars for each and every scab mechanic 
you can find. I am speaking now for the 
building trades. I am not one of those 
who spread my wings over the entire 
union proposition, but I ask you to deal 
with those questions while you are here, 
and I ask you not to suffer me to re- 
ceive the pang I did yesterday on two 
occasions. See to it that no union man is 
allowed to pass out non-union goods, un- 
less at least he has the manhood to tell 
the other fellow they are scab-made. We 
don't do that in the building trades. 

We look for great things from this Con- 
vention. We are willing to do anything 
you ask us to, and we always have been 
willing, so long as you do not ask us to 
do something not in line with the most 
approved business methods that can be 
applied to organized labor in California. 

President Gompers: I now take great 
pleasure in presenting to you the Chief 
Magistrate of the City of San Francisco, 
who is also President of the Musicians' 
Union, the honored Mayor of San Fran- 
cisco, the Hon. E. E. Schmlts. 
Mayor Schmitz: 

Mr. Chairman, Visiting Delegates, 
Delegates and Union Men: In behalf, 
not only of organized labor of this 
city, but on behalf of the entire popu- 
lation of San Francisco, as their Chief 
Magistrate, I appear here to-day to ex- 
tend to you, the representatives of 
the great body of organized labor of 
America, a welcome to San Francisco, 
which dwells not alone in words, but 
whtoh you will find deeply embedded 
in the hearts of every man, woman and 
child who believes In the advancement 
of our country, and of her citizenship, 
and who entertains the conviction that 
through organization labor is accom- 
plishing much, not only for itself but 
also for the building-up of our entire 
nation. 

It has been my privilege and pleas- 
ure to address and to extend the 
people's welcome to many Conventions 
In San Francisco in the past three 
years of my official terms. I have ad- 
dressed a Convention of Bankers repre- 
senting millions of capital. I have ad- 
dressed Conventions representing in 



numbers possibly larger memberships 
than this organization, but it has never 
been my honor or privilege to address 
and to extend a welcome to this great 
city of the West to an organization 
that stood for greater possibilities or 
for greater achievements than does 
this Convention, that stood for larger 
or wider benefits to our common coun- 
try or to the entire civilization of the 
world than does this which I now ad- 
dress. 

As we meet here this morning the- 
hands of organized labor in England 
and in Canada are extended to clasp 
those of its brother organization in 
America. You have here to-day dele- 
gates who have come thousands of 
miles across sea and land to attend this 
Convention, to join you in furthering 
and protecting the interests of those 
who toil, wherever civilization and in- 
dustrial enterprise holds her sway. 

While your meeting to-day is held 
on this far western seaboard, in our 
common cause we know neither East, 
nor West, neither South nor North; we 
are banded together in a mutual bond 
of unity for the benefit of all our peo- 
ple, Indeed of all our fellow men. 

I welcome you, especially to-£ay in 
this metropolis of our Golden State. 
You have come at a most opportune 
time. You are confronted at present 
by an organization here known as the 
Citizens' Alliance, the sole object of 
which — although perhaps not so ex- 
pressed by them In those very words — 
is if possible to defeat and to destroy 
the efforts of organized labor. This 
Conv ntion is therefore most oppor- 
tune and my pleasure is the greater in 
welcoming you here, because I know 
that by your conservative delibera- 
tions, by your wise and well -considered 
action, you will give notice and assur- 
ance not only to all the people of San 
Francisco, but also to the people of our 
whole United States, that you stand not 
for radical action, but for conservative 
treatment and fair consideration of 
every interest involved In your pro- 
ceedings; that you stand not only for 
the up-buiicung and advancement of 
the wage earners of our country, but 
that you also stand for a better citi- 
zenship; for the education of our 
children that they may become the 
foundation of a highly advanced citi- 
zenship In the future development of 
this great and beloved country of ours; 
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that you stand unequivocally and un- 
reservedly for every principle and 
every thought which underlies our 
great American institutions and for 
ttie true patriotism symbolised by the 
emblem which floats so conspicuously 
here to-day — the Stars and Stripes, the 
flag of the United States. (Applause). 

I am proud to welcome you, not only 
as the Mayor of San Francisco, but I am 
proud also to be able to stand here as 
a union man. as the President of a 
trades union, as one interested in the 
social betterment of his fellow men, 
and to say as a colleague and well- 
wisher that you are welcome to a 
city, which though hardly fifty years 
old has behind it most wonderful 
achievements and before it a future of 
limitless possibilities. 

This city, rich in the palaces of 
wealth and In the comfortable homes 
of wage-earning prosperity blossoming 
as the rose, was built up on barren 
sand dunes by the heroic band of men 
whom history shall know as the dar- 
ing Pioneers, men who had within 
them when they set their eyes toward 
California, when they arrived here 
and when they went to the mines, 
the same principles which you have 
before you to-day. 

They had the same principles when 
they made the earth yield its golden 
treasures, when they turned the lands 
of California into gardens and orchards 
of gold, when they established great 
manufacturing and commercial indus- 
tries although without the organiza- 
tion that this gathering to-day stands 
for, and their children and children's 
children recognizing the changing 
n ce "ltles of changing conditions will 
by peaceful organization and concerted 
action maintain those principles and 
enlarge their application to the pros- 
perity and progress of the State and 
city which, was left to tnem as their 
her a wage. 

This welcome, I have told you, is not 
one of words alone. The latch string will 
be found hanging always and everywhere 
outside. Our doors are open to you with 
warm-hearted greeting, and I now offi- 
cially, Mr. President and members of this 
Convention, turn over to you for cordial 
use the keys of the City of San Fran- 
cisco. Some misguided persons banded 
together in a certain organization may 
not look with favor upon this convention 
or its work, but bel«eve me they do not 



represent the large majority of the good 
people of this city, and I say to you, as 
the Chief Magistrate and on behalf of 
the entire people of 8an Francisco, that 
the majority of our citizens are proud 
and glad to have you with us, are proud 
and pleased to welcome you; and I feel 
sure that on all sides, whether they be 
members of unions or not, the people 
feel honored by your presence among us, 
are glad to extend the hand of welcome 
and to say with truest California hos- 
pitality, "Welcome, thrice welcome." 

And in this welcome join our women, 
famed as the most beautiful in the world, 
whose hearts are just as true to the 
cause in which you serve as are the 
hearts of our men. 

And when this Convention shall have ( 
completed Its work I hope you will feel 
that you have not only done good for 
your membership, but that in so doing 
you will have also established rules and 
principles, policies and ideas, that will 
be the foundation for a better feeling be- 
tween employer and employee, for a bet- 
ter understanding between these two 
great elements of our population, and 
that when you leave It shall be said on 
all sides that the American Federation of 
Labor Convention has been a conserva- 
tive body whose only action and interest 
was for the upbuilding of the wage earn- 
ers of this country, for the establishment 
of a better citizenship, a citizenship that 
will make for the advancement and pros- 
perity of the United States as a free 
country, leading in civilization and 
marked by the intelligent and advanced 
condition of the toiling masses as long as 
It shall be numbered among the nations 
of the earth. 

In closing let me say that if our true 
Western welcome shall at all equal for 
you the welcome that was accorded me 
when, as a representative of the union 
men of San Francisco I made a visit 
East two years ago, I Bhall feel that we 
have certainly done our duty to you and 
I trust that you will go from San Fran- 
cisco realizing that you are leaving be- 
hind friends, staunch and sincere, if new, 
and friends to whom at all times you 
will feel pleased to return. 

President Gompers: 

Gentlemen, Representatives of Or- 
ganized Labor of San Francisco and 
of California, Mr. Mayor: I beg to as- 
sure you that the delegates to this Con- 
vention appreciate your sincere words 
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of welcome far, far beyond any ability 
on my part to express. It has been 
a yearning hope for years and years 
among the delegates to the Conven- 
tions of the American Federation of 
Labor to come some time to California, 
to San Francisco, to hold one of their 
Conventions. One after the other the 
early years of the organization passed by 
and representative trade unionists came 
to the Coast, at first few in numbers, 
but soon followed by others in larger 
numbers and at shorter periods. Two 
years ago or more the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
for the first time in the history of our 
movement held a session in this city. 
Now the development has reached its 
full fruition, and the American Federa- 
tion of Labor is holding its Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention in the city by 
the Golden Gate. 

It has seemed to me as I turned this 
over in my mind In the past few 
minutes that the organized labor move- 
ment is typical of the growth of 
this great city and State. As the old 
maxim Indicated that "Westward the 
course of empire takes its way," and as 
the men of the early '40's, the sturdy 
pioneers who fought against tremen- 
dous odds, found their way through the 
pathless wilds and established a camp 
and thereafter a boom town, a village, a 
city and then the great State of Califor- 
nia, I say it was impressed upon my 
mind as of a parallel character, typical 
of the great national advance of the men 
who made the first effort at civilizing in- 
fluence in this part of the continent, that 
there has followed In its wake the neces- 
sary handmaid of civilization, the organ- 
ized labor movement. 

We are honored by your words of 
welcome, gentlemen, fellow unionists 
and Mr. Mayor, and I believe we are not 
vain when we say that we in turn bring 
honor to the State of California and to 
the City of San Francisco. The men who 
make up the conventions of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor are men who 
have graduated from the factory, the 
workshop, the mill and the mine, and 
through their local unions, have stood 
the test of their fellow workmen, their 
shop mates, if you please — and there is 
not a better way to find out the charac- 
teristics of a man than in the shop and 
the factory. If there is anything mean 
tn a man's make-up it will develop at 



his work, and be evident to his shop- 
mates. The Convention is made up of 
men who have graduated out of that 
realm and out of the realm of their 
International Unions, after they have 
shown some special adaptability to do 
some good work for their fellow men. 

Oftentimes, when worn out mentally 
and physically, to meet the delegates to 
the conventions of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor gives me inspiration 
and gives me also the opportunity to 
drink at the fountain of the elixir of 
life. . 

I might say that we shall be conser- 
vative In our deliberations here, but 
only just so conservative as Is essen- 
tial to the success of our movement. 
We have learned the meaning of that 
term, and we have learned the various 
constructions that different people put 
upon it. To know what you want, to 
know that you are right in wanting it, 
to be conservative in everything that 
will help to conserve the success of the 
achievement of that purpose — that is 
the height of wisdom and is, in my 
conception, the very best construction 
we can place upon It. I believe in being 
moderate in our demands, but abso- 
lutely radical in our determination to 
achieve them. There is not a thing, how- 
ever, we can do, there is not a thing we 
may leave undone, that is going to please 
our opponents. We do not intend to con- 
form our course to please our opponents 
and adversaries. The men who paved 
the way for civilization in this great 
city had to overcome obstacles, and con- 
tend with the prejudice and Ignorance of 
Its former inhabitants. I say again, 
there is not a thing we may do, not a 
thing we may leave undone, but that 
our motives will be misconstrued and our 
efforts contended. There is not a charge 
under the sun, there is not a crime in 
the calendar, with which the men in the 
labor movement have not been charged 
by our opponents and antagonists. 

I do not pretend to say that every 
union man is innocent of every offense, 
or that by becoming a union man he Im- 
mediately become an angel or an arch- 
angel. 

We have no choice; we must take the 
workingmen as they are. If our op- 
ponents charge us with having ignorant 
men, with having men of vicious pro- 
pensities in our ranks, all we can 
answer is that if they be so It is not 
our fault, that the fault lies with the 
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greed of the modern capitalist who does 
not care where he goes for men. The 
modern capitalist will rake the four 
corners of the earth for men, and will 
bring In anyone, so long as he will work 
cheap and be docile. So long as these 
men work cheap, for long hours, and are 
docile, you win alw^s And the employers 
claiming that their men are perfectly 
contented. If these men are good 
enough to be employed by these em- 
ployers, they are good enough for us 
to organize and to help better their con- 
dition. 

No one can say truthfully that in be- 
coming a member of organized labor a 
vicious man will become more depraved. 
No one can truthfully assert that when a 
man becomes associated with his fel- 
lows for the purpose of his material and 
social and moral advancement, that that 
mitigates against his mental deveiop- 
^ ment 

Now I want to let you into either a 
bit of confidence or a joke. On my way 
out from the headquarters of the 
American Federation of Labor to the 
Coast I stopped over at Indianapolis 
with Secretary Morrison. I Intended to 
call upon some of the officials of the 
international unions whose offices are 
in that city. Mr. Morrison and I 
were walking up the street in earnest 
conversation when three men ap- 
proached, and one of them nodded to 
me. I recognized the face, but, for a mo- 
ment, could not identify the man. He 
broke away from the other men and 
said: "Good day, Mr. Gompers. I am 
sure you know me; my name is Parry." 
I said: "Oh, yes, I remember you now. 
How are you, Mr. Parry? This is Mr. 
Morrison, Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor." 

Mr. Morrison didn't "catch on" for a 
moment Then Mr. Parry asked how 
long we were to remain in the city. I 
told him we expected to remain a train 
or two, but that we would leave some 
time that day. Then he said, "I would 
like to have a chat with you." I answered 
that nothing would gfive me greater 
pleasure, and he asked if we would 
come to his office. My answer was that 
I preferred not to do that, but that we 
might meet some time during the day. 
He then suggested that we might call 
him up over the telephone and make 
arrangements for meeting him. 
When we left Mr. Parry we went up 



to Mr. Mitchell's office at the head- 
quarters of the United Mine Workers, 
We asked Mr. Mitchell the best place to 
meet Mr. Parry. He felt that the office 
of the United Mine Workers might not 
be the most congenial place under the 
circumstances, but assured us that if it 
would be agreeable to Mr. Parry we> 
might have a private chat in his office, 
xfe said also that he would be very glad 
to be present. 

I called Mr. Parry up and Informed 
him that we would be at the office of 
the United Mine Workers at four 
o'clock, and that we could have the in- 
terview there if it would be agreeable 
to him. He said he did not mind. 
Secretary Morrison and I visited the 
other headquarters and returned to Mr. 
Mitchell's office at four o'clock. Mr. 
Mitchell informed me that in my ab- 
sence Mr. Parry had called him up to 
express his regret that he could not 
keep his appointment because the club 
house of a club in which he held a 
membership was on fire. Now the 
reason I have related the incident to 
you is this: I have not seen Mr. Parry 
nor any of his representatives since 
then, but I am not sure that I won't be 
charged with setting fire to that club 
iiouse. 

Brothers, the labor movement stands 
for the very best of which we can con- 
ceive. There is no institution that is worth 
maintaining that we propose to tear 
down or destroy. The labor movement 
is constructive in its character, not de- 
structive. To build up manhood and 
citizenship is the hope, the work 
and the mission of organized labor. 
Our achievements are too numerous to 
mention in a response to an address of 
welcome. Our homes and our firesides 
are the demonstration of the achieve- 
ment of our movement. You are 
placed here most fortunately, as is al- 
ways the vanguard, honored and fortu- 
nate in pressing forward In the bat- 
tle for right. It has been our lot for 
many, many years to be compelled to 
defend the invasion of elements of dan- 
ger at the East. Thanks to our lucky 
star, as well as to the splendid in- 
telligence that organized labor has 
placed at the Golden Gate, the van- 
guard of civilization and the labor 
movement is at San Francisco. It is 
your mission, San Franciscans and Call- 
fornlans, to guard the western gate 
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from the invasion of those who 
would undermine and destroy our 
very civilization. We are not op- 
posed to the Chinaman because he 
Is a Chinaman, because he happens to 
have been born in China. Call him by 
any other name, and he is just as dan- 
gerous to our welfare. It is not be- 
cause he is a Chinaman, but because he 
is a cheap man. No civilisation, no 
progress is possible, made up of cheap 
men. 

Meeting- here on the outpost of west- 
ern civilization and overlooking- this 
great, vast world of ours, taking a 
cursory view, not only of the working 
men in the great chain of States east and 
north and south and west, but of the con- 
tinent, we find that the labor movement 
of the United States and Canada is one, 
that the labor movement of the United 
States and Porto Rico is one, that the 
labor movement of the continent of 
America and Great Britain is practi- 
cally one. Its full development will 
come in a very short time. We hope 
that it will extend, and we have no 
doubt but that it will extend, beyond 
the borders of Great Britain and her 
possessions to Continental Europe. 
We have heard a- great deal about 
peace, about international peace, but I 
can conceive of no peace that will be 
lasting unless it is based upon the 
federation of the working men of the 
civilized world. 

I want to say, brothers and friends, 
that if I were only capable of ex- 
pressing that which is in my mind I 
am sure I should say something very 
much more valuable than anything I 
have said. Let me advise you, brothers, 
that neither directly nor indirectly 
should you construe in a liberal sense 
the invitations that have been ex- 
tended to you, nor the suggestions *that 
have been made to you. It is a good 
thing to be able to see the beautiful, 
and yet the best poetic expression I 
know that applies to this is "distance 
lends enchantment to the view." 

There are two ways in which you 
must Interpret the handing over to 
you, metaphorically speaking, of the 
keys of the city. You must bear In 
mind that though the keys unlock, they 
also have another purpose. If the 
latch string is on the outside, you 
must bear in mind that if that niche is 
broken oft in the inside, and you are 



not on the outside, you cannot reach 
the latch string. It does not hurt te 
keep these things in mind. 

I want to assure you, brothers and 
friends, that we appreciate very much 
your kind words of welcome as well as 
your words of advice and suggestion. 
We will give them all the consideration 
of which we are capable. You will 
And when we leave that we have not 
stolen your Seal Rock, and that your 
City Hall will be in its usual place. 
We shall take away with us nothing 
except, we hope, your good will and 
good wishes, your respect and con- 
fidence, and in their place leave a 
record of work well done in the in- 
terest of the people of San Francisco, 
of California, of our entire country and 
the people of the world. We hope they 
will appreciate the efforts made by 
the men and women in the labor 
movement of America. 

Delegate Grimes, for the Committee 
on Credentials, made the following re- 
port: 

To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor; 
Gentlemen: Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials respectfully presents the fol- 
lowing: We have examined the cre- 
dentials submitted and find delegates 
representing 79 Nationals, 14 State 
Branches, 29 Central Bodies, 46 Local 
Trade and Federal Labor Unions, and 
6 Fraternal Delegates as follows, and 
recommend that they be seated: 

Actors* National Protective Union of 
America, James L. Barry, 11 votes. 

Bakery and Confectionery Workers' 
International Union of America, Emil 
Schaerer, 162 votes. 

Barbers* International Union, Journey- 
men. W. E. Klapetzky, Frank X. Nos- 
chang, George K. Smith, George C 
Shanessy, 236 votes. 

Bill Posters' and Billers* Internation- 
al Alliance of America, George Aber- 
nethy, 13 votes. 

Blacksmiths' International Alliance 
of America, John Slocum, James J. Mc- 
Dade, 105 votes. 

Boilermakers' and Iron Ship Builders', 
Brotherhood of. Wm. J. Gilthorpe, A. D. 
Porter, 190 votes. 

Boot and Shoe Workers' Union, John 
F. Tobin, Collis Lovely, Emmet T. 
Walls, Chas. E. Lowell, John P. Meade, 
320 votes. 

Brewery Workmen, International 
Union of United, Louis Kemper. Ed- 
mond F. Ward, August Prlestersbach, 
Fred Zepp, 305 votes. 

Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' 
Alliance. Charles Hank, Frank Butter- 
worth, 73 votes. 
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Building Employes of America, Inter- 
national union of, Herman Blockowsky, 
8 v6tes. 

Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
United Brotherhood of, Frank Duffy. 
James F. Grimes, A. M. Swartz, Samuel 
Yarnell, Wm. B. Macfarlane, John Zar- 
ing, T. M. Guerin, 1,664 votes. 

Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 
Society of, Wm. Fyfe, 60 votes. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers, Inter- 
national, Matthew Canavan, 65 votes. 

Cement Workers, American Brother- 
hood of, F. C. Gengenbach, O. A Tveit- 
moe, 44 votes. 

CI gar maker a' International Union of 
America, Samuel Gompers, Thos. F. 
Tracy, James Wood, Mahlon J. Barnes, 
405 votes. 

Clerks, Retail, International Protec- 
tive Association, J. R. O'Brien, Max 
Morris, J. R Devlne, Herman Robin- 
son, 600 votes. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of North 
America, United, L. J. Gordon, 29 votes. 

Commercial Telegraphers Union of 
America, Allen T. Baum, 20 votes. 

Coopers' International Union of North 
America, Henry Bablitz, P. J. Donnelly, 
71 votes. 

Electrical Workers of America, Inter- 
national Brotherhood, H. W. Sherman, 
M. J. Sullivan, George Burns, Chas, Nel- 
son, 210 votes. 

Elevator Constructors, International 
Union of, Frank Feeney, 22 votes. 

Engineers, International Union of 
Steam, Henry Ketter, Jos. F. Hammill. 
John J. Glass, Frank B. Monaghan, 176 
votes. 

Engravers, Watch Case, International 
Association, Bert Beadle, 3 votes. 

Firemen, Stationary, International 
Brotherhood of, Timothy Healy. C. L. 
8hamp, J. W. Morton, J. B. Conroy, 180 
votes. 

Flour and Ceral Mill Employes, In- 
ternational Union of, A. E. Kellington, 
21 votes. 

Foundry Employes, International 
Brotherhood of, George Bechtold, 10 
votes. 

Garment Workers United, of America, 
Sarah Hagan, Nathan Wolff, 454 votes. 

Garment Workers, Ladies' Inter- 
national, Isldor Jacoby, 22 votes. 

Glass Bottle Blowers' Association of 
United States and Canada, D. A Hayes, 
James J. Beegan, 66 votes. 

Glass House Employes, International 
Association, Harry H. Wilson, 6 votes. 

Glass Snappers, Window Protective 
Association of America, George Farrell, 
11 votes. 

Glass Workers, International Asso- 
ciation Amalgamated, John J. Morris, 17 
votes. 

Glove Workers, International Union 
of America, Thos. J. Mahoney, 20 votes. 

Granite Cutters' National Union, 
James Duncan. Thos. J. Lyons, Wm. J. 
O'Brien, 99 votes. 

Hatters, United of North America, 



John A Moffltt, Martin Lawlor, J as. P. 
Maher, 85 votes. 

Hod Carriers' and Building Laborers' 
International Union of America, Her- 
man Li lien, John W. Smith, 86 votes. 

Horseshoers, Journeymen Interna- 
tional, Roady Kenehan, John Fitzpat- 
rick, 42 votes. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes' Al- 
liance, T. J. Sullivan, Jere L. Sullivan, 
Robt. A. Wharton, Paul Relohenbaoher, 

C. B, Wiseman, 494 votes. 

Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal- 
gamated Association of, Danl. P. Sulli- 
van, 136 votes. 

Lathers, Wood, Wire and Metal In- 
ternational Union of, Wm. MoSorley, T. 
C Devllllers, 69 votes. 

Laundry Workers, Shirt Waist, Inter- 
national, J. L. Hutchinson, Lester A 
Greenlaw, 65 votes. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
Frank Sweeney, 46 votes. 

Longshoremen's Association, Interna- 
tional, Daniel J. Keefe, Henry C. Barter, 
John J. Joyce, 600 votes. 

Machinists, International Association 
of, James O'Connell, George H. Warner, 
A. E. Ireland, John Hamerstrom, 627 
votes. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen 
of North America. Amalgamated. Her- 
man May, C. E. Schmidt, 344 votes. 

Metal Polishers' Buffers', Platers' and 
Brass Workers' Union of North Amer- 
ica, E. J. Lynch, 128 votes. 

Metal Workers, Sheet, Amalgamated 
Association, P. J. Downey, Richard Pat- 
tison, D. B. Heron, 153 votes. 

Metal Workers, International United, 

D. J. Murray, 96 votes. 

Mine Workers, United of America, 
John Mitchell, W. B. Wilson. T. L. 
Lewis, W. D. Ryan, W. H. Haskins, John 
Fahy, John T. Dempsey, 2,577 votes. 

Molders* Union, Iron of North Amer- 
ica, M. J. Keough, Jas. H. O'Neil, 300 
votes. 

Musicians, American Federation of, 
Jos. N. Weber, Owen Miller, D. A. Carey, 
220 votes. 

Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of American. Brotherhood of, 
J. C. Bahlhorn, Jas. H. Sullivan, Geo. C. 
Campbell. John W. Flnan, Frank C. 
Lowe, 607 votes. 

Paper Box Workers' International 
Union, Mason Thomas, 12 votes. 

Papermakers of America, United 
Brotherhood of, Geo. Mackey, 88 votes. 

Patternmakers' League of North 
America, Jas. Wilson, 37 votes. 

Photo Engravers' Union of North 
America, International, Jas. G. Cain, 17 
votes. 

Piano and Organ Workers* Union of 
America, International, Chas. Dold, 
Frank Helle, 99 votes. 

Plate Printers' Union of North 
America, International, Steel and Cop- 
per, Jeremiah P. Murphy, 10 votes. 

Plumbers, Gas Fitters and Steam Fit- 
ters and Steam Fitters' Helpers of 
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United States and Canada, Wm. J. Spen- 
cer, John Clark, J. J. McKee, 166 votes. 
Potters, National Brotherhood of 
Operative, T. J. Duffy, Harry Hailes, 58 
votes. 

Print Cutters' Association of America. 
National, Ernest J. Dix, 3 votes. 

Printing Pressmen's International, 
Martin Higgins, Thomas Mulcahey, T. 
J. Dinan, George Sauer, 160 votes. 

Quarry Workers* International Union 
of North America, W. W. Woodward, 
26 votes. 

Railroad Telegraphers, Order of, L. 
W. Quick, D. G. Ramsay, L. A. Tan- 
quary, 160 votes. 

Railway Employes, Street and Elec- 
tric, Amalgamated Association of, W. 
D. Mahon, Rezin Orr, Richard Cornelius. 
300 votes. 

Seamen's International Union of 
America, Wm. H. Frazier. Walter Mac- 
Arthur, Andrew Furuseth, Wm. Penje. 
201 votes. 

Shingle Weavers* International Union 
of America, J. C. Brown, 14 votes. 

Shipwrights', Joiners' and Caulkers' 
National Union of America, Thos. 
Westoby, 34 votes. 

Slate and Tile Roofers' International 
Union of America, Edward A. White. 7 
votes. 

Stage Employes' Theatrical Inter- 
national Alliance, Lee M. Hart, Patrick 
Maloney, 60 votes. 

Stereotypers' and Electrotypers' 
Union. International, J. P. Fitzsimmons, 
24 votes. 

Tailors' Union, Journeymen, John B. 
Lennon, Austin F. Keane, O. F. Lindow, 
169 votes. 

Teamsters, International Brotherhood 
of, Edward Brown, Emmet T. Flood, 
Martin McGrau, H. J. Wondelken, Wm. 
Cohen, C. P. O'Shea, 840 votes. 

Textile Workers, United of America, 
John Golden, 106 votes. 

Tin Plate Workers' Protective Asso- 
ciation of America, International, 
George Powell, 16 votes. 

Tobacco Workers' International 
Union, Henry Fischer, Anthony McAn- 
drews, 66 votes. 

Typographical Union, International, 
Jas. M. Lynch, Frank Morrison, Max 
S. Hayes, Frank K. Foster, Victor L. 
Berger, 467 votes. 

Upholsters' International Union of 
North America, B. B. Rosenthal, 30 
votes. 

Wood Workers' International Union 
of America, Amalgamated, D. D. Mul- 
cahy, Thos. I. Kidd, Richard Braun- 
schweig, E. W. Miller, 283 votes. 

Arkansas State Federation of Labor, 
John Morgan, 1 vote. 

California, John Davidson, 1 vote. 

Florida, S. J. Triplett, 1 vote. 

Georgia, W. S. Harris, 1 vote. 

Illinois, M. B. Madden, 1 vote. 

Iowa, L. M. Jaeger, 1 vote. 

Massachusetts, Jas. R Crozier, 1 vote. 



Missouri, E. T. Behrens, 1 vote. 

New Jersey, John T. Cosgrove, 1 vote. 

wi{fiIm ir, ^1 1 I^ 0r l kl v?u en ' BPederat,0,, • 
Porto Rico Free Federation of Work- 
ingmen, Santiago Iglesias, 1 vote. 

Ttr T f5 as ^ State Federation of Labor, G. 
W. Woodman, 1 vote. 

Utah State Federation of Labor. J. T 
Lavery, 1 vote. ' 

i.*J r S!? 1 ?if rton , State Federation of La- 
bor, W. Frank Moyer, 1 vote. 

. Bakersfleld (Cal.) Council, M. T. 
Kean, 1 vote. 

Baltimore (Md.) Federation, Edward 
xiirscn, l vote. 

tw^^V^*? 8 * Centra* Labor Union, 
Dennis D. Driscoll, 1 vote. 

t ? uffa 4° (1 ?; Y > United Trades and 
Labor Council, Archy Grant t 1 vote. 

-^If* (O.) United Trades and 
lAbor Council, Harry D. Thomas, 1 

Fort Worth (Texas) Trades Assem- 
bly, Lem Husted, 1 vote. 

t ? re8 5° (Ca P Federated Trades and 
Labor Council. Tom C. Seaward, 1 vote. 

n/£« er £ on C1 l y a (Mo) Central Labor 
Union, Henry F. Sarman, l vote. 

tJSJ^H C Hl ( , Mo J In <*U8tr!al Council, 
John T. Smith, 1 vote. 

Lawrence (Mass.) Central Labor 
Union, Robert 8. Maloney, 1 vote. 

T Lincoln (Neb.) Central Labor Union. 
Jesse Michol. 1 vote. ^ 

Los Angeles (Cal.) Central Labor 
Council, Wm. S. Smith, 1 vote. XJ * uur 

Napa (Cal.) Federated Trades Council. 
Matthew J. Brennan, 1 vote. 

TT i? ew iJ or £ £ lty Central Federated 
Union, Morris Brown, 1 vote. 

Niagara Falls (N. T.) Central Labor 
Council, George E. Lock, 1 vote. 

Oakland (Cal.) Central Labor Council, 
C. W. Petry, 1 vote. 

Petaluma (Cal.) Central Labor Coun- 
cil, R. F. Harris, 1 vote. 

Pittsburg (Pa) Central Trades Coun- 
cil, George A. Hess, 1 vote. 

Portland (Ore.) Federated Trades 
Council, G. E. Shaver, 1 vote. 

Poughkeepsie (N. T.) Trades and 
Labor Council, Jas. A. Lavery, 1 vote. 

Richmond Borough, Staten Island 
(N. Y.) Central Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil, Christopher Ward, 1 vote. 

San Bernardino (Cal.) Central Labor 
Council, Chas. E. Walker, 1 vote. 

San Diego (Cal.) Federated Trades 
and Labor Council, J. p. Dunn, 1 vote. 

San Francisco (Cal.) Labor Council, 
Louis Rentelman, 1 vote. 

Santa Clara Co. (Cal.) Federated 
Trades Council, Frank J. Hepp, 1 vote. 

Seattle (Wash.) Central Labor Union, 
Fred Hudson, 1 vote. 

St. Louis (Mo.) Central Trades and 
Labor Union, David Kreyling, 1 vote. 

Springfield (111.) Federation of Labor, 
R. E. Woodmansee, 1 vote. 
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Vallejo (Cal.) Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil, L. B. Leavitt, 1 vote. 

Asphalt Pavers and Helpers, No. 10513, 
Theo. Payne, 1 vote. 

Barber Shop Porters and Bath House 
Attendants, No. 10849, Dennis O'Shea, 1 
vote. 

Ba.gga.ge Messenger and Transferrers 
Union, No. 10167, San Francisco, 
Charles M. Moffltt, 1 vote. 

Cemetery Employees, No. 10634, John 
Ryan, 1 vote. 

Cotton Yardmen's, No. 9143, W. D. 
Morris, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 7426, Thomas 
Burke, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union. No. 9611, P. J. 
McSherry, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9614, John 
Murray, 1 vote. 

- Federal Labor Union, No. 10185, Cary 
D. Hyde, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10337. H. T. 
Coffey, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10621, James 
P. Dunn, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. U633, T. Pat- 
terson, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11620, R. Q. 
Edmonson, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11624, James 
J. Daley, 1 vote. 

Firemen's Protective Association, No. 
11431, Frank G. Jones. 3 votes. 

Gas Workers, No. 9840, George W. 
Bell, 3 votes. 

Gas Workers, No.. 10678, John Forrest, 
1 vote. 

Hospital Employees, No. 1038, O. W. 
McCaslin. 1 vote. 

Hospital Employees, No. 10768, J. W. 
Bailey, 1 vote. • 

Laborers* Protective Union, No. 8944, 
Michael O'Leary. 10 votes. 

Lumber Handlers* Union, No. 11474, Ar- 
thur T. Hinton, 1 vote. 

Milkers' Protective Union, No. 8861, 
Frank Bricker, 2 votes. 

Newsboys' and Route Carriers' Union, 
No. 11524, Warren H. Pillsbury, 1 vote. 

Ordnance Men's Union, No. 9595, Holly 
Bell, 1 vote. 

Oyster Workers' Union, No. 10497, M. 
O. Keefe, 1 vote. 

Paste Makers' Union, No. 10567, John 
I* Damozonio, 1 vote. 

Paving Department Workers' Union, 
No. 6751, James P. Tlmilty, 1 vote. 

Riggers' Protective Union, No. 10298, 
Manuel Alves, 1 vote. 

Rockmen's Union, No. 10631, Tito Pa- 
celli, 3 votes. 

Shlpkeepers' Protective Union, No. 8970, 
J. B. Dale, 1 vote. 

Ship Drillers' Union, No. 9037, William 
P. Schrader, 1 vote. 

Soda, Soap and Candle Workers' Union, 
No. 10385, Charles Schilling, 1 vote. 

Stable Employees' Union, No. 9878, M. 
T. Hudson, 1 vote. 



Stablemen's Union, No. 8760, Thomas 
F. Finn, 5 votes. 

Stablemen's Union, No. 9026, W. H. 
Morey, 1 vote. 

Stenographers', Bookkeepers' and Type- 
writer Operators' Union, No. 11697, Miss 
E. C. Morris, 1 vote. 

Stenographers', Typewriters'. Book- 
keeper and Assistants' Union, No. 11773, 
Miss J. T. Kelly, 1 vote. 

Sugar Workers* Union, No. 10519, 
Charles A. Meinert, 3 votes. 

Undertakers' Union, No. 11689 (1 vote); 
Undertakers' Union, No. 11696 (1 vote); 
Undertakers' Union, No. 11697 (2 votes); 
Undertakers' Union, No. 11708 (1 vote); 
Bricklayers' Union, No. 11659 (1 vote); 
Federal Labor Union, No. 11734 (1 vote); 
Laborers' Union, No. 11734 (1 vote), Es- 
taban Padilla, 8 votes. 

Laborers' Union, No. 11649, 1 vote. 

British Trades and Labor Congress, W. 
Abraham, 1 vote, and James Wignall, 1 
vote. 

Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, 
John A. Flett, 1 vote. 

Women's International Label League, 
Mrs. Dora Smith, 1 vote. 

National Women's Trade Union League, 
Mrs. Mary Kenney O' Sullivan. 

Credentials from the following organ- 
izations indebted tor per capita tax: 

Oklahoma and Indian Territories Fed- 
eration of Labor, Peter Hanraty, owe for 
September, 1904. 

Birmingham (Ala.) Trades Council, B. 
H. Ryder, owe for November, 1903, and 
succeeding months. 

Dallas (Tex.) Trades Assembly, J. W. 
Parks, owe for June, 1904, and succeed- 
ing months. 

Kewanee (111.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, B. Cohen, owe for August and 
September, 1904. 

Stockton (Cal.) Federated Trades, 
Thomas O. Owens, owe for May, 1904, 
and succeeding months. 

Tacoma (Wash.) Trades Council, P. W. 
Dowler, owe for September, 1904. 

Tampa (Fla.) Central Trades and Labor 
Assembly, James A. Roberts, owe for 
August and September, 1904. 

Whatcom (Wash.) Central Labor Coun- 
cil, R. D. Sawyer, owe for June, 1904, 
and succeeding months. 

Fish Cleaners, No. 11353, Joseph Ca- 
tania, owe for August and September, 
1904. 

Agricultural Workers, No. 11687, Este- 
ban Padilla, owes for July, 1904, and 
succeeding months. 

Agricultural Workers, No. 11688, Este- 
ban Padilla, owes for September, 1904. 

Agricultural Workers. No. 11693, Este- 
ban Fadllla, owes for September, 1904. 

Agricultural Workers, No. 11696, Este- 
ban Padilla, owes for August and Sep- 
tember, 1904. 

Agricultural Workers, No. 11698, Este- 
ban Padilla, owes for September, 1904. 

Coffee Selectors, No. 11660, Esteban 
Padilla, owes for September, 1904. 
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The following credentials hare been 
protested: 

. Bridge and Structural Iron v Workers, 
E. V. Hoeneck, John Brady, by Brother- 
hood of Boilermakers and Iron Ship 
Builders. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 8921, A. A. 
Stewart, by International Longshore- 
men's Association. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the Committee on Credentials 
be adopted, and the delegates named 
against whose seating no protest was en- 
tered, and the delegates of those organi- 
zations reported clear upon the books 
of the organization be seated. 

Mr. Schardt, Chicago— I should like to 
know if the Credentials Committee has 
a report to make on the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Labor? 

President Gompers— The Secretary of 
the committee announces that on any 
credentials so far unreported a further 
report will be made at a later session. 

Delegate Gilthorpe— As the commit- 
tee has recognized the names read as 
beinr entitled to seats, and as there is 
a protest against the Structural Iron 
Workers' delegates, I should like to 
know if that recommendation of the 
committee will be adopted if this mo- 
tion is carried? 

President Gompers— The motion dis- 
tinctly states that the delegates against 
whom no protest has been made, and 
also the delegates of organizations re- 
ported as being in good standing are to 
be seated. Separate action will be taken 
on the others. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was voted on and carried. 

President Gompers announced the fol- 
lowing committees: 

Rules and Order of Business.— L. A. 
Tanquary, John Fitzpatrick, James H. 
Sullivan, T. J. Duffy, Patrick Maloney, 
Martin McGrau, Anthony McAndrews, B. 
B. Rosenthal, Isador Jacoby, Jeremiah P. 
Murphy, John Clark. 

Report of President.— A. Furuseth, H. 
W. Sherman, D. A. Carey, Henry C. 
Barter, Collls Lovely, Martin Lawlor, 
John Fahy, Thomas F. Tracy, C. W. 
Petrle, William S. Smith, James C. Shan- 
essy. 

Report of Secretary.— James Wilson, 
John Golden, Charles Dold, Fred Zepp, 
A. D. Porter, John Brady, J. B. Conroy, 
E. J. Lynch, L. W. Quick, George H. 
Warner, William H. Frazier. 

Report of Treasurer.— Louis Kemper, F. 
G. Gengenbach, Timothy Healy, A. E. 
Kellington, D. J. Murray, Richard Patti- 
son. Frank Sweeney, Ernest Dicks, Frank 
Helle, Harry Hailes, Frank C. Lowe. 



Committee on Resolutions.— James Dun- 
can, W. D. Ryan, J. C. Balhorn, Frank 
K. Foster, William Cohen, R. H. Metcalf, 
Frank B. Monaghan, D. D. Mulcahy, 
Santiago Iglesias, Archy Grant, John 
Slocum. 

Committee on Laws.— John B. Lennon, 
James M. Lynch, W. H. Haskins, D. A. 
Hayes, Max Morris, August Priesters- 
bach, Samuel Yarnell, Edward Brown, 
George. Sauer, James H. O'Nell, J. T. 
Lavery. 

Committee on Organization. — John 
Mitchell, J. R. Crozier, Charles Hank, 
John Zaring, John Devine, C. L. Shamp, 
Nathan Wolff, Thomas J. Mahoney, Her- 
man May, John J. Joyce, A. E. Ireland. 

Committee on Labels.— Martin Higgins, 
Charles E. Lowell, Edmond F. Ward, 
John R O'Brien, Emil Schaerer, Max S. 
Hayes, Morris Brown, Sarah Hagan, O. 
F. Lindow, E. W. Miller, Henry Fischer. 

Committee on Grievances. — James 
O'Connell, John A. Moffltt, W. D. Mahon, 
T. L. Lewis, Walter Macarthur, James C. 
Cain, William J. O'Brien, W. E. Klap- 
etzky, James Wood, Edward Hlrsch, Em- 
mett T. Walls. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies.— W. B. Wilson, William J. Gil- 
thorpe, George K. Smith, William B. 
Macfarlane, David Kreyllng, J. Mahlon 
Barnes, Mathew Canavan, J. W. Morton, 
P. J. Downey, Joseph N. Weber, Jere L. 
Sullivan. 

Committee on Education.— Thomas L 
Kidd, John F. Tobin, Owen Miller, D. G. 
Ramsay, F. M..Guerln, Roady Kennehan, 
Daniel P. Sullivan, T. C. DeVilliers, Les- 
ter Greenlaw, T. J. Dinan, George Powell. 

Committee on State Organization.— 
James J. Beegan, D. D. Driscoll, Robert 
Wharton, Herman Robinson, George 
Burns, John Davidson, William White, 

C. W. Woodman, John T. Cosgrove, M. 

D. Madden, L. M. Jaeger. 
Committee on Boycotts.— Daniel J. 

Keefe, Frank X. Noschang, A. M. Swartz, 
Austin F. Keane, Victor L. Berger, Em- 
mett T. Flood, John P. Meade, James P. 
Maher, M. J. Keough, John W. Finan, 
J. J. McKee. 

Committee on Building Trades.— William 
J. Spencer, Herman Lllien, O. A. Tveit- 
moe, Frank Duffy, Frank Feeney, E. V. 
Hoeneck, Thomas J. Lyons, George C. 
Campbell, Charles Nelson, Joseph Ham- 
mill, Edward A. White, Theodore Paine, 
W. W. Woodward, William Fyfe, Henry 
Ketter. 

Delegate Canavan — The case of the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers* Interna- 
tional Union has a grievance to come be- 
fore the Committee on Grievances. As a 
delegate from that organization is on the 
committee, will he be entitled to a vote 
on that grievance? 

President Gompers— The chair has had 
considerable difficulty in selecting mem- 
bers of committees by reason of that very 
fact. I have endeavored to appoint com- 
mittees in which there will be the least 
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possible conflict, or in which the mem- 
bers are least interested in any question 
that will come before them. The dele- 
gate whose organization is involved in 
any matter coming before the committee 
will probably have the self-respect to re- 
frain from voting. 

The President appointed, subject 
to the confirmation of the Con- 
vention, Mr. Will J. French, President 
of Typographical Union No. 21 of San 
Francisco, Assistant Secretary of the 
Convention. There being no objection 
to the appointment, Mr. French as- 
sumed the duties of Assistant Secre- 
tary to the Convention. 

The chair appointed as Sergeant-at- 
Arms Mr. Michael Casey of San Fran- 
cisco, and as Messenger, Mr. A. EL Smith. 

Mr. Owen Miller of the American Fed- 



eration of Musicians asked permission to 
Introduce a resolution. Permission was 
granted. 

Resolution No. 1 — By Delegate Owen 
Miller of American Federation of Musi- 
cians: 

RESOLVED, That in addition to the 
regular committees already provided for 
the President shall appoint a special com- 
mittee of eleven, to be known as the 
"Universal Label Committee," to whom 
shall be referred all resolutions relating 
to the adoption of a universal label. The 
members of this committee shall com- 
prise delegates representing trades di- 
rectly interested in the use of a label; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this committee shall 
report before, the adjournment of the 
Convention, ways an. means for the 
adoption of such an universal label. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

The session was then adjourned until 
2 o'clock P. M. 



FIRST DAY— Afternoon Session, 



The Convention wai called to order at 
2 o'clock P. M.. President Gtompers in t£e 
chair. 

Absentees: Barry, Slocum, Prlesters- 
bach, Butterworth, Yarnell, Macfarlane, 
Oengenbach, Tracy, O'Brien (J. R.), Rob- 
inson. Baum, Wilson (H. H.), Farrell, 
Moffitt, Smith (J. W.), Warner, Lynch 
(E. J.), Downey, Pattison, Ryan (W. D.) 
Mason, Dix, Quick, Ramsey, Macarthur, 
Westoby, Maloney (Patrick), Flood, Co- 
hen, Golden, Powell, Fischer, McAn- 
drews, Morgan, Davidson, Triplett, Han- 
raty, Ryder, Drlscoll. Ketter, Parks, 
Cohen (B), Michel, Smith (W. &), Lock, 
Harris. Lavery (Jas. A.), ward (Chris), 
Walker, Dunn (J. P.), Woodmansee, 
Owens, Roberts, Payne, O'Shea, Burke 
(Thos.) .Coffey, Dunn (Jas. P.), Patter- 
son, Edmondson, Bailey, Plllsbury, 
Keefe (M. O.). Damasonto, Timilty, Hud- 
son (M. T.), Dowd. 



First Vice-President Duncan was called 
to the chair, and President Oompers read 
his report, which was received with 
great interest and much applause. At 
the conclusion of the reading the re- 
port was referred to the Committee on 
President's Report. 

Secretary Morrison and Treasurer Len- 
non read their reports, which were 
listened to with interest by the dele- 
gates and were referred to the proper 
committees. 

The Convention adjourned at 5:50 to 
meet at 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

The following are the reports of the 
President, Secretary and Treasurer: 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS' REPORT, 



San Francisco, Oal., November 14, 1904. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-Fourth Annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor: 

Fellow Trade Unionists : Another year in the annals of organized labor has come and 
gone; a year filled with momentous events for us all. The cycles of time which roll so swiftly by 
and which are so infinitesimal when counted in connection with the history and development of 
the human race, find the people confronting new conditions and new problems. The past has 
been fraught with pain and travail; it has been an inarticulate yearning and a constant struggle 
for new light and the realization of new hopes. 

From the dark days of slavery and serfdom to the era of wage-labor was in itself a great 
progress; the entrance of the wage earners into the realm of the larger, broader, and brighter 
vision of associated effort, has been fraught with achievements commanding the admiration and 
the wonder of students and observers. Dispute it as some may, we are conscious, and history will 
accord us the credit, of being the natural and rational crystallized effort of the masses to abolish 
wrong and injustice ; to attain Justice and right by the most peaceful, evolutionary and humane 
method. 

The immediate future is pregnant with good or ill for the people of our country, tt devolves 
upon the organized labor movement to determine by its course the form which it shall assume. 

The constant improvement in machinery, the di vision, subdivision, and specialization of labor, 
the wonderful development in industry, and the concentration of wealth, give to the wealth pos- 
sessors such extraordinary power, which, when coupled with the cunning and greed for gain, 
unless Intelligently and comprehensively met by a well organized labor movement, will tend to 
the deterioration of our race, the destruction of all our achievements, and the dissipation of all our 
hopes. 

On the other hand, if we are faithful to the history and traditions of the struggling mosses In 
the past, if we shall prove true to the Interests and the welfare of the hosts of labor of our day, the 
power calculated to injure will be diverted to the common weal, and thus open up vistas of larger 
opportunities and a broader conception of human rights and ennobling aspirations. 

As the course of enlightenment and liberty wends Its way westward, so the American Federa- 
tion of Labor brings its host of enlightened and liberty-loving exponents to the entrance of the 
Golden Gate, there not only to staiid guard against any threatening foe, but to pledge anew its 
unCaltering devotion to the uplifting cause of all our people. 

From workshop, factory, mill, and mine comes the appeal to you for comfort, aid, and 
relief. The yearning cry of the children of labor for emancipation from the drudgery of incessant 
toll to the freedom of home, the playground, and the sunshine is not heard in vain by you. The 
sufferings of the past, the struggles of today, and the hopes for a brighter and a better day for all 
are represented by the united and federated labor movement of our time and of our country. 

While the eyes and hearts of our fellow workers are fervently turned toward this convention, 
hopeful and confident that the broadest and best interests of the working people will be safe- 
guarded and forwarded, the scrutinizing vision of our opponents and antagonists is concentrated 
upon our gathering and our work, ready to turn to our disadvantage and discomfiture any error 
of Judgment of speech and action. May we not hope so to conform our course as to satisfy and 
gratify our friends, confound and disarm our would-be despoilers? 

With an abiding faith in the Justice and nobility of the cause with which we have the honor 
to be associated, with confidence fortified by a lifetime's experience, there are no misgivings in my 
heart or mind that this convention of the American Federation of Labor will do aught to darken 
the horizon of labor's future, or in the least Jot to halt in the movement for labor's disenthrallment. 
In that faith, in that confidence, in that hope, it is my proud privilege to welcome you to this 
gathering of labor's hosts at Ban Francisco In the convention of the American Federation of Labor. 

The law requires, and custom has approved, that the president shall submit an annual report 
of his acts and doings and of the work in connection with our movement; review the events of 
the preceding year, and make such recommendation as his Judgment and experience warrant. It 
lias been my pleasure and privilege to have submitted a number of such reports.. Time has only 
demonstrated that but few of the most important incidents can be laid before conventions. The 
.history of the movement can not be fully written in these reports. We who are engaged in the 
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struggle and are making history have little time or opportunity to write it. Some men less engrossed 
with the work: now or in the future can, and should, write a comprehensive history of organised 
labor, its philosophy, its struggles, its achievements, and Its aspirations. Our history now consists 
of the acts of our busy, work-a-day lives and the documents which lie in the archives of our office*. 
Conscious of how meagre and unsatisfactory are such reports as I have been enabled to make, and 
the report I am about to make, the following is submitted to you for your careful and fraternal 
consideration. 

ORGANIZED LABOR'S LAW OF GROWTH. 

Much gleeful speculation has been Indulged in by our opponents in what they are pleased to 
characterize as a "slump" in the organization of the wage earners in the trade union movement 
of our country. They would hail with Joyous acclaim, could they record the total extinction and 
destruction of our movement. With them the wish is father to the thought that they might bring 
about what their chief spokesman, Parry, lately declared their purpose to be, **the annihilation of 
labor unions." They take unction to their souls that the slight falling off in membership in the 
trade union movement for a brief period within the past year was the beginning of the decline of 
the organized labor movement of our country. 

The law of growth in organized labor is as little understood by them as it is by others who 
lack the experience, or who have not had the time, opportunity, or inclination to inquire and study* 
From the formation of the first bona fide trade union 'movement In modern times it has grown 
with each era of industrial activity and receded to some degree with each industrial depression, 
but with each recurring revival In industry the degree of growth has been greater, and with each 
recurring period of depression it has receded to a lesser degree than its immediate predecessors. 
All students of our movement appreciate these facts and count with them. The antagonists and 
the ignorant view these natural economic changes with exultation or alarm. 

The wage earners have come tolreallae that their only hope for the protection of their mate- 
rial interests in our, time, the only opportunities for the promotion of these interests in the future, 
as well as the mainstay for the rights and liberties In the present to which they and those who 
may follow are entitled, lie in unity, organization, nod federation. And they have recognized, 
too, to a greater extent than heretofore, that their cohesion during a period of industrial reaction 
Is the effectual check upon the material deterioration in their condition with all that that implies. 
To these reasons and causes; together with greater Intelligence and a fair conception of their 
rights, may be attributed the almost lnflnitesmal decline In membership within the recent past. 

When it Is borne In mind that the trade union movement of America is, comparatively 
speaking, still in its Infancy ; when there Is taken into consideration the vast extent of territory 
as well as the makeup of different nationalities speaking foreign tongues, the great development 
in Industry and the concentration of wealth, using its powers to* prevent or crush out organiza- 
tions ; when all these things are given due consideration, that we have brought about any degree 
of fraternity and homogeneity should be counted to our credit rather than to our detriment. 

It Is not necessary here to recount the advantages which have been secured by our movement 
in the interests of our fellow workers. Not only are our record* Of achievements available to all, 
but the better results in the home, the more material improvement, the social and moral advance- 
ment, as well as political independence, and tho character and manhood of our working people, 
are the best attestation, demonstration, and proof of the efforts, the work, the alms, methods, and 
ennobling purposes of our movement. 

Our opponents must lamentably fail to prove to the toilers that their freedom is curtailed or 
impaired in becoming organized when the workers themselves have the indisputable proof of 
their enjoyment of larger vision, occasioned by fewer hours of daily, burdensome toil, as our 
antagonists must also fall to Impress upon the wives and the children of workmen that the 
freedom of action of their husbands and fathers is Impaired When they themselves enjoy the fruits 
of brighter homes, more material improvements, and the opportunities of leisure and education. 

But, despite the destructive purposes of labor's antagonists,! am in a position to report that, 
with the exception of a slight recession already Indicated, there has been a sum total of great gain 
in the membership of the organizations affiliated to the American Federation of Labor. 

From October 1, 1908, to September 80, 1904, we issued from the American Federation of Labor 
the following charters : 

International Unions M ~„. 11 

State Federations 5 

Central Labor Unions 99 

Local Trade Unions and Federal Labor Unions 828 

Total 448 

flight of these international unions were organized by us from formerly affiliated chartered 
ocal unions during the past year. A number of international unions have become amalgamated 
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with other international anions kindred to their trade. At the end of this flteal year, September 

80, 1904, there were affiliated to the American Federation of Labor : 

International Unions -. *1» 

State Federations...!..-..^ -. 83 

Central Labor Unions 589 

Local Trade Unions and Federal Labor Unions 1,271 

Total 1.902 

The average membership of oar affiliated anions upon which per capita tax has been paid 
to the American Federation of Labor for the year ending September 80, 1904, is 1,876.000. 

The average membership of oar affiliated unions upon which per capita tax was paid to the 
American Federation of Labor for the year ending Sepemtber 80, 1908, was 1,466,800. 

The original chart prepared for our St. Louis exhibit indicated the growth and development 
of the Federation up to October 1, 1903. I have extended this chart so as to bring It up to the close 
of the present fiscal year, October 1, 1904, and for convenience and ready reference, reproduce it on 
the preceding page of this report. 

We shall no doubt be confronted with the keenest opposition in the near future. There are 
those who will not understand the purposes of the organized labor movement and the good work 
whlchit is doing, and which it can and will do, and it therefore behooves us to devote our attention 
and to concentrate our efforts more largely in bringing to the attention of the yet unorganised 
how necessary It is for the protection of themselves and those dependent upon them to secure and 
maintain the vantage ground already gained, and not only to save all from the inevitable down- 
ward path that leads from a lack of comprehensive and united effort, but to secure and realize the 
hopes and aspirations of the toiling masses. Therefore, with unbounded faith in the ultimate 
triumph of our great cause, the logical and natural development of our great movement, we may 
all take on new obligation sand assume new vows to leave no effort untried which shall bring within 
the beneficent fold of the trade union movement the wage workers, the wealth producers of 
America. 

So long as there Is a wrong nn righted, or a right denied to the people, so long is there work for 
the trade union movement to do. 

INDUSTRY, REACTION, RESISTANCE, REVIVAL, POWER. 

in my report to the last convention occasion was taken to call attention to what was then 
apparent to but few, that we were then confronted with an Impending industrial reaction. It was 
stated that though the reaction was then not pronounced yet it was impending, and that if a wise 
course was pursued by us the reaction could and would be prevented from developing into an in- 
dustrial crisis or panic. The Boston convention, readily realizing the situation, promptly adopted 
the suggestion made to meet and overcome It; and the tollers, organized and unorganized, re- 
sponded in a manner that should cause us not only great gratification, but should receive the last- 
ing gratitude of all the people of our entire country. The recommendations we made to our 
fellow workers consisted of six important features : 

Firs'. Organize, unite, and federate. 

Second. Have faith and confidence In themselves and each other. 

Third. Stand shoulder to shoulder in stress and strife ; to help bear each others burdens and 
perfect tue bonds of brotherhood. 

Fourth. Endeavor to maintain Industrial peace by trade agreements with employers. 

Fifth. Voluntarily and faithfully abide by and fulfill the terms of agreements and the awards 
of arbitrators thereunder. 

Sixth. Prevent industrial conflicts wherever possible, and particularly to resist all attempts to 
reduce wages. 

Of course, no one who understands the complex conditions of Industry, economics, and the 
makeup of modern society, and who aided In the formulation of this policy of our movement 
expected to escape criticism, denunciation, and condemnation from labor's opponents. It wan ex- 
pected and anticipated. It would have given us cause to inquire as to the accuracy of our course 
had the position we took met the approval of those who do not understand, and those whose 
sordid, short-sighted, mad rush for immediate gain and greed blind them to a beneficent move- 
ment, not for labor alone, but for the common weal. 

In former periods when an industrial reaction was manifest, employers generally viewed the 
situation from their own immediate standpoint only, without regard tothelrown broad Interest or 
the general good. Their first recourse was to that which to them seemed the easiest course tocontlnue 

•These 120 affiliated international unions consist of, approximately, 27,000 local unions ol 
heir respective trades and callings. 
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the operation of their plants— to find markets. They reduced wages. Reduction of wages followed 
in quick order ; the consuming power of the masses was curtailed and still more limited, entailing 
wholesale discharges of workmen who were formerly employed in producing the thiugs the 
masses, the workers, formerly consumed, inducing and giving the further cause to still further 
entailment of consumption and production and still more discharges of workmen, until millions 
were unemployed ; the wheels of industry and commerce paralyzed ; until men were walking the 
highways and byways of our country in idleness, while poverty, hunger, and misery stalked 
through our land. 

It Is held now that there can be no real natural famine In the world because of the easy facili- 
ties with which the remotest corners of the earth can be reached. Barely if this be true, and 
no Informed, sane, reasonable being disputes It, there is an utter absence of excuse for non- 
employment, hunger, poverty, or misery In our land, a land so richly and bountifully blessed. 
When idleness and its consequent misery are permitted to come among our people it is due 
entirely to rapacious, sordid avarice, mismanagement, and incompetency on the one hand, or to 
ignorant Indifference and culpable pliancy on the other. The employers generally typify the one 
and the workers formerly typified the other. 

If the employers followed their policy of wage reductions in previous years as a supposed 
way out of industrial stagnation, and thereby simply accentuated the situation and made it 
worse, Is it not a logical inference that the same ruinous policy would be pursued In the present 
era? 

Are all the dire experiences and sufferings of our people to go for naught ? Should we permit 
Ignorant indifference on our part to make us culpable for a repetition of the awful conditions which 
followed in the wake of the former mischievous and wrongful course of our employers, or shall we 
continue the course which we last year declared when we had the prescience to foresee the danger 
with which we were threatened ? Organized labor then called a halt and declared the entire policy 
of wage reductions unwise, wrongful, and dangerous to the well being of labor and of all our people. 

We were fully aware that it would be Impossible to prevent all wage reductions, but we can 
view the result of our last year's declaration of policy of insistence to wage reductions with satis- 
faction and pride. We can challenge our critics and opponents to compare the past year, when we 
were confronted with an industrial reaction, with a year of a similar industrial situation, and it 
will demonstrate beyond cavil or doubt that- 
First. Wage reductions have been checked. 

Second. The Industrial situation has not become acute, as was the uniform course formerly. 

Third. Much idleness, poverty, suffering, and misery have been prevented. 

Fourth. The era of industrial stagnation, as compared with former like conditions, has been 
shortened. 

Fifth. The prospect for a revival in industry and commerce in the future is brighter, as com- 
pared with any similar previous period. 

Sixth. There is less acute feeling of unrest among workmen and employers generally, busi- 
ness men and all our people. 

Seventh. There are more workmen and employers in agreement and understanding. 

Eighth. There is a more general effort to bring about more rightful relations between workmen 
and employers. 

Ninth. There Is a better conception of the rights and duties of man to man, a more general 
satisfaction among our people with the present, and a more gratifying and hopeful outlook for 
the future. 

The results of labor's policy are our best Justification, and even though contemporary com- 
ment may not generally accord us the credit and commendation which are Justly our due, we 
have the knowledge and satisfaction of the lasting service and benefit which we have rendered 
our fellow man. 

In considering this entire subject in Its economic and social aspect, we dare not fail to realize 
the difference between resistance to wage reductions and the movements for wage advances 
during periods of industrial reactions. 

It is a science becoming more generally understood by labor to know when to strike and when 
not to strike ; to know for what to strike and for whatnot to strike. It is said that it is not wise to 
strike on a so-called "falling market." It can not, however, successfully be gainsaid that a strike or 
preparedness to strike in resisting an offer of wage reduction will prevent the market from falling 
still lower. It may not be, and undoubtedly is not, wise or prudent to strike for wage advance- 
ment on a downward industrial trend, yet It is better that even this economic error be committed 
than a complacent acceptance of wage reductions. 

May I uso the homely phrase of saying that we are not yet "out of the woods," and that the 
ad vies and watchword should go forth from this convention of the American Federation of Labor 
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to the tollers of our country to resist by every honorable and lawful means at tbeir command any 
and every attempt to reduce wages. At tbe risk of criticism I repeat last year's paraphrase that 
in the offer of wage reductions it is better to resist and lose than not to resist at all. The resistance 
will at least demonstrate that labor Is an equation and factor which must not be Ignored In the 
material, economic, industrial, commercial, and social affairs and welfare of our people and our 
country. 

During the past year some strikes occurred, and among them some;were lost ; that is, they 
were not crowned with the immediate success for which they were inaugurated. And it is not only 
just, but timely, to say that each of these failed of its object by reason of the tact that the men 
did not profit by the experience of others and take time by the forelock. In times of Industrial 
tranquillity and while they were employed, they failed to contribute anything like commensurate 
dues in their unions, and to provide themselves with the ammunition of Industrial contest, a good 
treasury. There was not one strike which failed during the entire year but which the leaders and 
management were confident could and would have been crowned with victory if but a good, round 
sum had been in the treasuries of their organizations. 

Of course, no one pretends or believes that all strikes can be won, but that greater victories 
will be won and fewer defeats will occur when our unions have accumulated funds, not even our 
most rabid antagonists will dispute. 

INDUSTRIAL PEACE. 

But apart from strikes concretely considered and the accumulation of funds with which to 
win them when undertaken, there is another important side to this question to be considered, and 
that is, the maintenance of industrial peace. It is a condition for which we may devoutly pray 
and work ; but so long as private greed or short-sighted interests dominate the Judgment and ac- 
tions of employers, Just so long will strikes, or better still, the preparedness of labor to strike, be 
the determining factor to bring about industrial peace on a more equitable basis, <and to prevent 
an industrial rupture. 

Wealth and the combination of wealth are the means and the power of the employers in any 
difference or dispute with labor as to the conditions of employment. Those possessing means and 
power yield little or nothing to those of opposite interests, when the latter possess little or no 
means or power to resist oppression. We must come to realize what a prominent newspaper recently 
frankly, even If brutally, uttered, that " there is no sentiment in business," and that "Industrial 
plants are not eleemosynary institutions.' 1 Altruism, though more generally preached, is not 
practised ; and particularly does this apply in the relations of employers to workers. Though we 
may contend that ethical considerations should enter Into the discussion of the wage workers' 
demands for a better return for their labor, their rightful demand for a higher and a better life, we 
should all realize that the conception and desideratum in the industrial problem will receive a 
magnificent Impetus when labor is better organized, federated, and equipped with means and 
power to enforce its rights. 

We would abolish war, industrially as well as Internationally ; but its abolition must come, 
and it will come from conscious power, intelligent and broader humanity. May the day never 
com,e when peace is proclaimed or maintained because of the inanition of the workers. Peace, tone 
desirable, to be lasting, advantageous, and humane, must come from a virile and intelligent 
manhood. We want no peace, and there never will be peace, founded upon the servility and deg- 
radation of the work era. 

The vantage position now occupied by labor was not brought to It on a silver platter, but was 
contended for and won by the unity of the workers, by the burdens which they have borne, and 
the sacrifices they have made. More thorough organization, a greater willingness to accumulate 
funds In the unions, the spirit of fraternity and solidarity, will bring their own reward and the 
recognition not only of employers, but of the world. It may be safely asserted that as a rule, 
In our time, thoae who have no power to insist upon and maintain their rights have no rights to 
maintain. 

UNION SHOP-TRADE AGREEMENT VERSUS ''OPEN SHOP." 

In many cities employers, antagonistic to labor, have formed themselves into so-called 
citizens' alliances, and have undertaken to propagate the policy of the destruction of organized 
labor, their first effort being directed to what they are pleased to term the •' open shop," 
and to attack the union shop under the false assertion that it is a ** closed shop." In my 
last repoit I had occasion to give this subject considerable attention. Since then some have pre- 
tended that the entering into an agreement of an employer with a union by which exclusively 
union men are to be employed by him, Is In violation of law ; that it denies the right to employ- 
ment of workmen who are not members of the unions. 
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In tbe flret Instance the claim Is absurd twhen It is known that the union not only opens 
wide its doors. Inviting all to Join, but sends out its organizers and missionaries to induce by 
every honorable means within their power the non-unionists to share In the advantages that come 
from united and associated effort. But quite apart from this consideration Is this fact, that an em* 
ploy er may give a contract to a dealer to furnish him his with raw material, or to erect a plant, or to 
furnish him with machines, the contractor to have the exclusive right to furnish and provide 
these things. Such a contract implies and provides the exclusion of all other dealers, builders, or 
machinery manufacturers. Is such a contract held to be improper or unlawful? Arenothnn« 
dreds of thousands of contracts of this character made dally ? The agreement between an em- 
ployer and a union is for the members of the union to furnish that employe r with labor of certain 
qualifications for a specific period of time, the consideration being the payment of stipulated 
wages as a minimum. That others are by their own short-sighted policy or indifference excluded 
from the provisions and benefits of such an agreement is their own fault and against which they 
have neither the legal nor the moral right to contend. 

The organized labor movemen t is the associated effort of more than two million of adult 
wealth producers. It Is the unselfish action of the most intelligent, and the earnest manifestation 
of the most enlightened self-Interest which sees that interest best served by helping to protect and 
promote the interests of others. 

The open-shop cant and hypocrisy aim at organized labor with the full knowledge that 1% 
and it alone, stands between the toilers with those-dependent upon them and the greed and avarice 
that would force down the conditions of labor to a bare subsistence, lengthen the hours of daily 
toll, and make the home wretched and desolate. 

The division and subdivision of labor and Its specialization, brought about by inventions of 
machines and new tools of labor, have robbed workmen of their power of individual freedom of 
contract with their employers. Their only opportunity for anything like fair or sdvantageous 
terms under which to sell their labor is in associating themselves with their fellow workmen in 
making a collective bargain, a working agreement; in other words, a union and a contract by the 
union with employers for their labor and the conditions under which it shall be sold. 

The union shop in no sense involves a denial of the right of every man to sell his labor as he 
may see fit, nor the employer to hire such labor. In fact, it is an affirmation of that right. Em- 
ployers have the lawful right to hire any labor they may choose, but it does not give them the 
right to Impress workmen or to enslave them, or to drag them Into a factory on any terms the 
employer may choose to grant as an expression of his " kindliness." 

Employers have the right to make contracts for labor. This right carries with It, also, the 
same rights of the workmen. It, therefore, follows that If the workers have the right to sell their 
labor as they Bee fit, they have also the right not to sell it to employers, unless it be through the col- 
lective bargain of the union shop. As an Illustration, I recently asserted that every man has the 
right to say, ;" I will not work for you unless you make a contract with the union to which I 
belong and agree to employ none but members of that union." To claim that he may not say this 
is equivalent to saying that he must sell his labor, not as he sees fit, but as the employer sees fit. 
Can any reasonable answer be made, or criticism Indulged In, when employers find it to their 
advantage to make a contract with a reputable body of men to employ union labor exclusively 
and thus eliminate the possibility of strikes, disputes, factions, and losses ? To this our opponents, 
the so-called citizens' alliances, can make no answer. Their policy consists of evasion and wilful 
misrepresentation of the aims and purposes of organized labor, of the collective bargain, of the 
working agreement, of the union shop. 

OUR CANADIAN BROTHERS. 

It Is a matter of keen gratification to be enabled to state that the labor movement of Canada 
has advanced and is progressing, keeping full pace with the movement of the remainder of the 
American continent. At the recent congress held in Montreal the officers were enabled to report 
an increase in tbe membership of the unions of 5,902 over the preceding year; that there was then 
in existence In Canada 1,567 local unions. We have continued the salaried organizer for Canada 
exclusively, and also the corps of volunteer organizers, and have contributed from our funds the 
annual giant of $300 for legislative purposes to the Dominion Trades and Labor Congress. The 
congress, I have been advised, was entirely harmonious and successful in its work, and has hon- 
ored us by electing as its fraternal delegate its former president and our general organizer, John 
A. Flett. 

In my last report I took occasion to refer to a number of detail matters in connection with 
tbe labor movement of Canada affiliated to that of the United States, which, though appro- 
priate today, need not be recounted here, but simply referred to as a matter of information and 
continuity. I am pleased to add that the kindly and fraternal relations heretofore existing hav 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 21 

been cultivated to the fullest, and, if possible, been more firmly cemented . Let us hope and work 
to the end that as time goes on we may be helpful to each other In every way to further the com- 
mon Interests of the workers of both countries. 

PORTO RICO. 

In compliance with your thrice repeated instructions I at last forced myself from my duties 
at home and made the visit to Porto Rico, examined into the conditions of Its people, and partic- 
ularly the working people. From my own observation I determined to learn the true state of 
affairs, rather than have to depend upon statements made by others ; and, therefore, I visited every 
section and almost every city, town, or village on the Island. Everywhere poverty and misery 
abounded, and the dread disease of anemia, another name for slow starvation (want of nourish- 
ing food), was carrying to the grave monthly more than five hundred souls. 

I shall not attempt here to recount or to describe the conditions which I found to exist In 
Porto Rico. That was fairly and fully done in my letters, editorials, and speeches upon the sub- 
ject published in the April and May, 1904, issues of the American Fedbbationtst. It is an im- 
perative duty now to repeat the fact that the reports made to us of the awful conditions prevailing 
there among the people, and, of course, particularly the working people, were fully verified. Spain, 
during her domination, discouraged many industries and prohibited several lines of agriculture, 
yet she afforded opportunities for special lines of agriculture. Coffee, sugar, and fruits were en- 
couraged. Since the American occupation the markets for Porto Rlcan products have been closed 
out from Spain and her other former dependencies, Cuba and the Philippine Islands, and these 
channels of trade now closed, a corresponding advantageous market has not been opened up to 
them in the United States. As a consequence all the people are poor, very poor indeed, the only 
difference being that the working people are more so, and so much more so that their condition 
is really pitiable. 

The greeting received by your representative at the hands of these warm-hearted, generous 
people was enthusiastic, aye, overwhelming. They had so often been misrepresented to the 
American people; the truth as to their condition and claims had so frequently been misrepre- 
sented or suppressed, that they nearly lost hope of having some one voice their wrongs and urge 
their rights. For some reason, more than likely their recognition of the fact that our movement 
has established for Itself the character and reputation of not meekly brooking injustice but 
always standing for the right, they gave me the passport into their hearts and confidence, feeling 
sure that I would report the truth of the facts as I found them, and that at all events they would 
have my sympathetic cooperation in any effort to aid them In every way within my power. 

The number of unions in Porto Rloo directly affiliated to the American Federation of Labor 
the first of the year were, 1 insular or state organization, 8 centrals, 7 locals, making a total of 11. 
September 80, 1904, there were affiliated 1 Insular or state organization, 4 centrals, 88 locals, making 
a total of 43. In addition to the above Organizer Igleslas reports that 42 locals were organized and 
attached to international unions during the twelve months. A comparison of the figures and dates 
shows that a large majority of these unions were organized after my visit to Porto Rico. 

The people of Porto Rico are intensely sympathetic with the institutions of our republic, and 
universally desire the recognition of the principles of equality with the sovereign citizenship of 
the United States. These rights they are eminently qualified to exercise ; these rights they are 
entitled to, and It should be our aim to aid them In achieving them. 

When the subject is considered by the committee to which this report will be referred, and by 
any student of the subject, I ask that reference be had to the issues of the American Federa- 
tionist already referred to herein. 

Porto Rico literally translated into English reads, "Port of Riches," the name given by 
a monarch of Spain. Now the misnomer of their island mocks the people in their grim 
and grotesque misery. 

I strongly urge that every effort be made, not only by this convention, but also by every 
union, union member, and sympathizer, to help to the very best of his ability the worthy workers 
of Porto Rico to a realization of a better and brighter day. 

PRINTERS' EIGHT HOUR MOVEMENT. 

Taking cognizance of the vast progress in the development of the printing trade, the Inter- 
national Typographical Union at its last convention adopted a resolution declaring that on Janu- 
ary 1, 1906, a general eight hour workday shall be enforced. The effort is to be made to secure the 
cooperation of the printing employers and to bring about the change by mutual agreement. 

These propositions were submitted to a referendum vote of the membership of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union. No official information has yet been given me as to the final 
result of the vote. From information received, however, it is certain that the proposition has 
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been favorably decided. The membership at the same time voted in favor of assessing them- 
selves to accumulate a defense fund In the meantime, to stand the members In good stead should 
necessity require them to enforce their demands by a cessation of work. 

The American Federation of Labor has been of incalculable benefit to* large number of inter- 
national unions and local unions In the introduction and enforcement of the eight hour workday, 
as attested by the large number of our fellows who now work under that rule. Inasmuch as the 
International Typographical Union has taken the initiative of its own accord in the matter of 
introducing and enforcing the eight hour workday, I submit for your consideration and recom- 
mend that this movement of the International Typographical Union receive the sincere and 
hearty endorsement and cooperation of this convention of the American Federation of Labor, and 
of every union member as well as every wage earner and those who sympathize with practical, 
evolutionary, economic progress. 

It is not now known whether there will be any contest against the eight hour day ; whether 
any antagonistic action will be taken by the employers to the men. We do know, how- 
ever, that at the last convention of the employing printers of the United States, organized under 
the name of the Typothetsa, a resolution was adopted declaring against that movement. In any 
event, It seems clear to me that every action should be taken by this convention and by our 
organizations generally, not only to pledge the support of the American Federation of Labor and 
its affiliated unions to the International Typographical Union in its effort to enforce the eight 
hour day, but that a special committee be appointed by this convention to give the subject-matter 
consideration ; that the committee should consult with the officers and representatives of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union during the convention and report thereto before adjournment; 
that either that committee or another commute be authorized to be appointed for purpose of co- 
operating with the Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor and the officers of the 
Typographical Union, so that the best possible aid can be rendered to our fellow workers in the 
great movement that they have undertaken and in which they have the hopes, wishes, prayers, 
and cooperation of every one interested in the welfare of the human family and the progress and 
civilization of our people. 

Of course, in the effort to help one particular organization, especially in the laudable purpose 
It has mapped out for itself to achieve, we are not circumscribed or limited in our effort to help 
any and all of our fellow workmen who are in a position to make any effort for the advancement 
or promotion of their interests. We shall, therefore, welcome not only the Initiative of our fellow 
unionists to obtain improved conditions, and particularly the improved conditions that come from 
a shorter workday, but we shall be glad to help in the initiation of any movement that will con- 
tribute In any way toward the protection, the promotion of the conditions and interests of our 
fellow workmen, and to render them every assistance within our power. 

JURISDICTION. 

Notwithstanding every effort to help in the solution of the disputes relative to trade union 
Jurisdiction, much progress can not be reported. In the case of the International Association of 
Allied Metal Mechanics and the other machinery and metal trade unions, you will be gratified, I 
am sure, to be officially advised that by a conciliatory spirit manifested by all directly Interested, 
In addition to the voluntary self-effacement of the officers of the Allied Metal Mechanics, that 
international association, November 1, 1904, amalgamated with, and became part of, the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists. 

It also affords me pleasure to be enabled to report to you that the effort to eliminate a source 
of constant friction and conflict in the carpentry trade will in a short time, I firmly believe, be 
crowned with success. At our recommendation the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America and the American District of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners 
submitted their matters of difference to arbitration, selecting Mr. A. Btrasser as umpire. His 
award made provision for a rational and advantageous form of amalgamation, providing in the 
meantime for a working agreement, which in the main bas been faithfully complied with. I am 
advised that the United Brotherhood has Instructed its president to appoint a committee to meet 
a like committee of the Amalgamated Society for the purpose of arranging the details of the amal- 
gamation and to submit the same to a referendum vote of the membership of the Brotherhood for 
ratification; that the Amalgamated Society Is now voting upon the proposition, the highest au- 
thority in that organization having favorably recommended it to the membership. If this be 
ratified and amalgamation occur, which we earnestly hope will be done, one great source or con- 
tention will have disappeared from labor's field of usefulness. The matter is more fully covered 
in the Executive Council's report. 

In several cases, after conferences, many matters of Jurisdiction have been adjusted with 
good results to all parties concerned. A number of the Jurisdictional disputes which have largely 
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occupied tbe attention of former conventions have, If possible, become still more acute, and have 
entailed upon your officers an enormous amount of work, expenditure of time, as well as expense 
to the Federation, without bringing a compensatory advantage to the men or to the organizations 
engaged In such controversies. 

No observing, experienced, and faithful trade unionist believes that a hard and fast rule of 
Jurisdiction can be proclaimed and enforced which will apply with exactitude to all trade unions 
alike. There are different conditions, circumstances, and environments in most Instances, and 
each must be approached, considered, and determined with particular reference to Its immediate 
and kindred trade, occupation, and development. 

TheScranton convention appointed a special committee, consisting of James Duncan, John 
Mitchell, John Mulholland, T. M. Hughes, and myself, to consider and report upon the question of 
trade autonomy and Jurisdictional disputes. The report of that committee was unanimously 
adopted. Perhaps It was then, as it is now, the best expression of the Judgment of our move- 
ment upon these subjects, and It is commended anew to your very serious consideration. It stands 
outln significant contrast to the logical disastrous consequences which would result to the Interests 
of labor were it possible to introduce what some are pleased to term industrialism. 

If a policy of so-called Industrial form of organization be Justifiable and advantageous, as 
against that of the trade union form, with its constant development, with changing conditions in 
industry, then an organization formed a few months ago in San Antonio, Tex., is the best expres- 
sion and exponent of that notion, for that organization sneers contemptuously at the organization 
of the different unionsofthebullding trades, and styles Itself "The United Brotherhood of Builders of 
America.'* It denounces roundly the trade unions, and in the usual language of the so-called in- 
dustrialists Invites to membership In the one organisation carpenters and plumbers, painters and 
bricklayers, plasterers and bridge and structural iron workers, electrical workers and hod carriers, 
building laborers and machinists, and every man who is either directly or remotely employed In 
the preparation of the material for a building or in the construction of the building Itself. It 
necessarily follows that If such a form of organization Is most advantageous to the workmen em- 
ployed in tbe building trades, it will apply with equal advantage to all others. This is the logical 
result of the reasoning of some of our mistaken fellow trade unionists who, with more enthusiasm 
than clearness of vision, urge what they euphoneously call an industrial form of organization. 

Our trade union movement, which deals with conditions as they arise and takes advantage 
of experience to turn it to the best account of our fellow workmen, may not be so alluring ; it may 
not bear the apparent glamour and dash which some would have the labor movement assume, but 
ours is the movement of labor, founded upon the historic development of the tollers' associated 
effort; it battles in labor's interests today, and is marshaling the forces of united labor in its 
regiments and battalions the better to defend, the better to withstand, the better to maintain, the 
better to clear the pathway for a safer and more successful advance tomorrow and tomorrow. 

To the fanciful that movement may be slower than that which they conjecture, but It is the 
most rapid because it is the most natural, rational, and safe. Students and observers of our move- 
ment do not regard it as of slow progress. They are astonished at the rapidity and comprehen- 
siveness with which we are moving onward and forward. 

May the day never come when, by an attempt at overrunning, we'mlssor lose our goal, and 
rent asunder, weak and helpless, become tbe victims of the cupidity and rapacity of labor's foes. 

For convenience as well as because of its importance, the report of the special committee upon 
the subject of trade autonomy to the Scranton convention is printed herein as an appendix. 

DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCAL UNION STRIKES. 

The local trade unions and federal labor unions unattached to national or international 
unions and directly affiliated to the American Federation of Labor come under the immediate 
Jurisdiction of the president, particularly In so far as their trade disputes, strikes, and lockouts 
are concerned. It has been my aim that the American Federation of Labor should be of the best 
possible assistance to our directly affiliated local unions. Experience has confirmed the wisdom 
of the prompt presence of an intelligent, faithful organizer or other American Federation of Labor 
representative in the field where a dispute may be impending or threatened, which has generally 
resulted In the prevention or advantageous adjustment of disputes. Some of the strikes which 
occurred and were approved were for the enforcement of wage scales, but most of them were 
more particularly to defend attacks upon the organization. 

The expenditures for the fiscal year for these difficulties were $15,972. The balance on hand 
In the defense fund at the close of the fiscal year was 931,146.95, showing a net increase in that fund 
for the year of 917,750.55. 

A detailed financial statement of the income and expenditures will be furnished by Secretary 
Morrison in his report. 
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The defense fund has been of vast benefit to our directly affiliated unions, not only in sustaining 
our members in any difficulty, but particularly in preventing employers' attacks. The realiza- 
tion that the men of organized labor have a defense fund which can be concentrated upon any 
given point to protect the rights and Interests of our fellow- workers has had a palpable and 
beneficent effect. 

Experience has shown that our present law upon this subject is somewhat defective, and 
which it has been necessary by administrative acts to overcome. I suggest, however, that they 
be remedied by their legal enactment into our constitution, and therefore recommend the 
adoption of the following changes and amendments : 

Article 18, section 1: Strike out the entire section and substitute the following : 

"The moneys of the defense fund shall be drawn only to sustain strikes or lockouts of local 
trade and federal labor unions when such strikes or lockouts are authorized, endorsed, and con- 
ducted in conformity with the following provisions of this article." 

Section 2: Amend the last clause so as to read as follows: 

" Unless the strike or lockout shall have been authorized and approved by the president and 
the executive council," etc 

Section 8 : Amend the first clause so as to read as follows : 

" When a strike has been authorized and approved by the president and the executive coun- 
cil," etc 

Section 8 : Amend the two last clauses so as to read : 

"The president of a local union shall immediately notify the president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor of the cause of the matter in dispute; what the wages, hours, and conditions of 
labor then are; what advances, if any, are sought; what reductions are offered, if any; state the 
nu mber employed and unemployed; the state of trade generally In the locality, and the number 
of persons involved, union and non-union. Also the number of members who would become en- 
titled to the benefits herein provided should the application be authorized and approved." 

Section 6: Strike out the words "any member refusing work while on strike shall not be 
entitled to any benefits," and substitute the following: 

"Any member refusing other work while on strike (providing said work is not in conflict 
with labor's interests) shall not be entitled to any benefits." 

Section 9: Between the words "paid" and "and," add the following: 

"Furnishing individual receipts to the secretary of the American Federation of Labor from 
all members to whom such benefits have been paid." 

UNION LABEL. 

The union labels have been a source of great advantage to labor and to all the people. It is at 
once an assurance and a guarantee that the conditions under which an article is produced have 
been comparatively fairer and better ; that the labor of children has not entered into Its 
production; that convict, Chinese, sweat shop, or other inferior labor is no component 
part entering Into the production of the acticle ; that the sanitary conditions attending its produc- 
tion are of the highest order, thus affording the friends of our movement the opportunity to sympa- 
thize with its purposes, as well as giving our own constituent membership the opportunity of 
exercising their power of patronage, that they may give their material as well as their moral support 
and encouragement. 

In order that the best information upon the history, philosophy, and purposes of the union 
label may be available to the uninformed and the opponent, as well as to afford our own member- 
ship the better opportunity to answer the whys and wherefore of the union label, the Executive 
Council gave me its assent to offer prizes for the three best essays upon the subject of the union 
label. Impartial examination and awards were made of the essays submitted, the judges being 
Henry W. Sherman, general secretary of the Brotherhood of Electrical Workers ; Arthur E. Holder, 
assistant editor of the International Association of Machinists' Journal, and Joseph M. Johnson, 
then president of Columbia Typographical Union, No. 101. The Judges made the following awards: 

First prize, Walter Macarthur, of San Francisco. 

Second prize, P. H. Shevlin, of Cincinnati. 

Third prize, Charles D. Hemming, Scranton, Pa. 

These essays were printed in the July, 1904* issue of the American Federation ist, and are 
published together now in pamphlet form, forming part of the literature printed by the American 
Federation of Labor. These essays, in pungent phrase and cogent reasoning, set forth the cause of 
the union label and for what It stands, and it is urged that the widest possible publicity be given 
these pamphlets upon this subject. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 26 

THE COLORADO SITUATION. 

The Iniquitous policy of the so-called citizens' alliances has had Its fullest fruition in Colo- 
rado. In that state it has not only of Itself had full sway, but it has been aided In the execution 
of its edicts by the executive with the fall power of the military. Indeed, the citizens' alliance 
had but the simple declaration to make as to its wishes and what In its judgment constituted the 
law, to have the governor of the state order the troops to the most convenient point to execute 
what was accepted as a decree. Civil government has been set at naught, and^constltutlonal and 
natural rights and guarantees wantonly trampled under foot. 

A brief resume of events leading up to and in connection with the outrage.agalnst not only 
the rights of labor but civilized society, may not here be amiss. Four years ago the Colorado leg- 
islature passed a law limiting the hours of labor of men who worked in the mines and In the 
smelters to eight per day. The courts of the state declared that inasmuch as there was no consti- 
tutional authority vested in the legislature for the enactment of such a law, the act was void. The 
subsequent legislature adopted an amendment to the constitution giving the legislature that 
needed authority, and made it mandatory upon the legislature to enact such a law. The amend- 
ment was submitted to a vote of the people of Colorado, and it was ratified by more than 47,000 
majority, and thereby became a part of the state constitution. 

The legislature which had this direct mandate from the people utterly falled^to comply there- 
with,- and it is authoritatively assserted, and not denied, that Governor Peabody owed his nomi- 
nation and election to the office he occupies upon the distinct understanding and agreement with 
ihe prime movers of the so-called citizens' alliance that he would prevent, If possible, an agreement 
by the two houses of the legislature upon any eight-hour bill : or that if agreement was reached, 
despite his effort, that he would veto such a bill. It was unnecessary for him to exercise his right 
of veto, Inasmuch as his efforts to prevent agreement in the passage of the bill made the exercise of 
that function unnecessary. 

The Indignation of the people generally, particularly the working people, at this political 
manipulation and trickery, was emphatic, and a keen sense was clearly manifested that their 
rights and their interests had been flagrantly betrayed. Disputes arose resulting in the effort to 
enforce by private agreement what the lawmakers, the mlsrepresentatlves > of the people, had 
failed to do; that is, the establishment of an eight hour workday. 

In several instances strikes occurred; some directly for the eight hour day, others In 
sympathy. At once a system of persecution was Inaugurated by the employers' associations 
which assumed the title of citizens' alliances. Men against whom no charge of wrongdoing could 
be made were dragged from their homes and deported to other districts and to other states. 
Public officials, elected by the people, were summoned before secret meetings of these greedy 
monopolists, and simply because they refused to acquiesce In the employers' outrageous conduct, 
were summarily deposed from office and the agents of the employers directed to usurp these 
offices and perform their functions and duties. In one instance a rope with a noose at the end 
was tossed at the feet of an officer of the local government, elected by the people, with the choice 
given him of peremptorily resigning his office or to take the consequences of the other silent, yet 
effective, alternative presented to him. 

The governor has aided and abetted this criminal procedure, and utilized the military forces 
of Colorado to violate every vestige of human right recognized for more than seven centuries, as 
wrung from an unwilling monarch in the magna charter, asserted in the declaration of inde- 
pendence, guaranteed by the constitution of our country and of our states, and fortified by every 
statute in our land. 

Governor Peabody not only declared martial law and military rule, applying to districts, 
without authority of law and In conflict with the plain provisions of the constitution of Colorado, 
but he even demeaned himself to the exercise of that great power to apply to a single individual. 
Men charged with no crime or offense against the laws wcrecorrallad, and with the butt end of agun 
or at the point of a bayonet driven like cattle into a bull pen, while others were bodily carried or 
driven into another state. 

We assert that under no circumstances had the governor of Colorado, withcut .he consent of 
the legislature, the right or authority to declare martial law or military rule; that holding men in 
duress in that brutal military prison, the bull pen; that depriving men of their liberty without due 
process of law, was not only a brutal outrage of the rights of the men themselves but an unblushing 
wrong to all men. If the miners in the disturbed districts of Colorado were -ullty of any crime, if 
they violated any law of the land, there are In existence upon the statute books laws for their 
apprehension and trial before the duly constituted courts by a Jury of their peers according to the 
due processes of law as made and provided in such cases. 

The tyrant of old exercised his spleen with those from whom he differed, and deported t 
banished, or exiled them. Civilized man has come to recognise such punishments as unjust and 
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unnatural. Even Russia has recently abolished the decree. It has remained for the unspeakable 
Peabody, governor of the great state of Colorado, to revive and put this benighted punishment into 
execution; and this, too, in spite of the fact that there Is not In our country one scintilla of law 
authorizing any court or any officer, to deport* banish, or exile a citizen from his state or from the 
country. 

We have not, can not, and will not condone crime or unlawful conduct. We love liberty and 
Justice; we revere the institutions, the history, and the traditions of our republic; the blush of 
shame surmounts our (aces, and our sense of honor and dignity rises in protest against so foul a 
blot that a recreant public officer, creature, and puppet of sordid greed, should have so besmirched 
and defiled the proud record and honored name of a sovereign state. 

It was the evident purpose of that unholy combination of the citizens' alliance with Gov- 
ernor Pea body to destroy the Independence and manhood of the workmen of Colorado by making 
an attack upon the effort to destroy organized labor of the state. Their declaration that their 
attack was not directed at the American Federation of Labor is disproved by their bitter antago- 
nism to, and assault upon, the affiliated coal miners of that state. That they will fail in thei r 
destructive tactics, aye, that they have already Called, Is evident from the fact that there are mote 
workmen organized in Colorado today than at any time in its previous history ; that organizations 
formerly in rivalry with each other have amalgamated, and a greater bond of unity and fraternity 
has been effected. 

By direction of the Executive Council I prepared and issued a circular to our affiliated 
unions, appealing for financial aid, so tbat the officers of the Western Federation of Miners might 
have the means to bring before the highest federal courts of our country the assertion and the 
test of the natural and constitutional questions and right involved in the outrageous conduct of 
Colorado's officials. We are firmly of the opinion that the highest Judicial tribunal of our country 
will inevitably reverse a course so destructive of the very fundamental principles upon which our 
republio is based. 

We urge upon our fellow workmen still greater unity and federation. They should not only 
Insist upon the punishment of the wrong-doers, the officials who have so violently defiled the good 
name of that state, but they must Insist upon an effective eight hour law, and better than all, be so 
united in numbers, purpose, and spirit as to Inaugurate and enforce for themselves the eight hour 
workday. 

May we not also entertain the hope that inasmuch as unity and associated effort are recog- 
nized as essential to the well-being and progress of the workers of our country, that the lesson so 
costly learned may bring the metaliferous miners and all other international unions In closer 
affiliation and brotherhood under the banner of the American Federation of Labor. 

SPECIAL CONVENTION REQUESTS. 

During the past year I have been requested on two separate occasions to call a special con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor, and also to call all labor and all " reform/' forces of 
the country to hold a congress " to make," In the language of the applicants, " the position of labor 
clear," "to attack conditions and denounce officials," ** to devise ways and means " out of certain 
exigencies, etc, etc. 

These special conventions, or so-called congress, were not called. My colleagues of the 
Executive Council were in entire accord as to the utter futility and unwisdom of any such course. 
The labor movement of America is an orderly, regularly conducted movement, and though an 
extraordinary emergency may arise where a special convention or a special general conference 
may be advisable and necessary, the more frequent such special conventions or conference would 
be held the less potent and influential would each succeeding one become, until the whole labor 
movement would degenerate and come to be regarded as a grotesque farce. Nor is our movement 
to be perverted by the fads, fancies, and fantasies of a heterogeneous gathering of men who would 
come without authority, who would have no responsibility, and who could be careless or indif- 
ferent as to the consequences of their utterances and actions upon the interests and welfare of the 
working people of our country. 

Thousands of meetings of unions are held nightly in which the men of labor give expression 
to their Judgment upon all questions affecting them and their fellows. There are not less than 700 
conventions (city central labor union meetings) held every week or two In as many cities and 
towns in the United States. The central labor unions are made up of delegates from the diff 'rent 
unions in their respective localities, men coming from the factory, shop, mill, and mine duly cre- 
dentlaled by their most intelligent organized re 1 low craftsmen, who there, in Joint council, in 
central bodies, which hold regular meetings or conventions, express and manifest in no uncertain o* 
mistaken tones the best opinions upon labor's rights and Just indignation against any wrongs 
committed against their fellow man. 
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Our international unions in turn are in the exact same potential position, while in the con- 
ventions of the American Federation of Labor, regularly and orderly held, the best opinions and 
Judgment find their expression in the filtered, digested, and crystallized thought of all. 

We can not afford or permit the orderly progress, growth, and development of our movement 
to be risked, and perhaps destroyed, or at any rate retarded, by the sporadic, haphazard out- 
givings of thoughtless and irresponsible men. The pages of the early history of the labor move- 
ment are darkened by the dire results of such planless, chaotio gatherings. 

The American Federation of Labor, organized in 1881, is the first instance of not only a con- 
stantly growing general movement of labor of America, but with each recurring day of its entire 
existence it has striven to earn and to deserve the good will, confidence, and respect of our fellow 
workmen, who realize in our movement that its splendid efforts and opportunities are constantly 
utilized and Influenced to their good. 

The labor and travail, the pains and sufferings, the burdens and sacrifices given, made, and 
borne to attain this advantageous position for the American labor movement, have been too 
dearly bought to admit evena remote possibility of the Impairment of our progress, the blemish of 
our good name and work, or the forfeiture of the good will and confidence that may weaken the 
bonds of unity and fraternity and lead to disintegration and possible disruption. 

Had I complied with every request to call a "special meeting ot the Executive Council " we 
would have been practically in perpetual session. With my colleagues I preferred to be of the 
very best possible service to our fellow unionists and our fellow workers by issuing appeals In 
their behalf, to avail ourselves of every circumstance within our power to be helpful to them In 
their contentions for the rights and protection and promotion of their interests. 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE. 

True to the highest and best conception of human life the trade union movement, from its 
first inception, has been opposed to war. It recognizes that though others may flail, the brunt of 
war is borne by the working people ; not only upon the battlefield itself, but the burdens there- 
after which war entails. We can not be indifferent to, restrain our feeling of horror at, nor 
withhold our sympathies from, the slaughtered thousands of human beings, even in the far east, 
regardless of the country toward which our predilections lie. 

International wars have become so destructive of human life and property that the world is 
shocked from center to clrcumferenoe at the holocausts now witnessed in battle. While it may 
not be a practical proposition to ask for immediate disarmament of all countries, the time and the 
intelligence of our peoples surely demand that the extraordinary increase in the armed naval and 
military forces be limited and restricted rather than expanded and extended. We welcomed the 
establishment of the International Court of Arbitration at The Hague. May we not entertain the 
hope that its benign influences may be extended and make for universal peace? We recognize 
that in the last analysis, and in order to prevent any reaction that may lead to greater and more 
repeated wars and bloodshed, the success for International peace by arbitration must come from 
higher intelligence and a better conception of the sacredness of human life. Out of these well- 
springs wlli flow that kindred and humane spirit that will recognize the best maintenance of our 
own rights by conserving the rights of others. In the broad domain of human activity there is no 
force so potent and which will be so powerful to establish and maintain International peace and 
human brotherhood as the fraternization of the workers of the world in the international labor 
movement. 

Every year witnesses more comprehensive understanding and agreement among the organ- 
ized workers of the civilized world. International congresses of trade unions bring about a greater 
recognition of the Identity of the interests of all. The last International Miners' Congress, 
the Seamen's Congress, and the Marine Workers' Congress, and others, have all tended to, and 
have already had, a beneficent Influence. The financial aid of British workmen to our anthracite 
miners in their strike, the aid which our American glass workers gave their English fellow crafts- 
men, and that aid which is now being given by the Cigarmakers of our country to their striking 
fellow craftsmen in England, fully attest that the spirit of unity and solidarity has been cultivated 
for the potent good of all. It has been my aim to stimulate to the fullest the very best spirit and 
conception of brotherhood among the workers of the world. 

As it was a pleasant duty to attend and participate In a national conference, held last Jan- 
uary, for the promotion of an international arbitration treaty between the government of Great 
Britain and our own, and also with Vice-President Duncan to attend the International Peace Con- 
gress,'held at Boston last month, and there to meet the fraternal delegate from Great Britain, Pete 
Curran, and othermen with broad minds and of large hearts, representing the best that isln the man- 
hood of the civilized countries of the world in the noble effort to efface from the drama of our lives 
the horrors of bloodshed in human warfare. In that spirit and for that great and holy purpose, we 
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send and receive the flratemal delegates of the International trade union movement. Into that realm 
of human activity we welcome heartily and cordially the fraternal delegates from the British Trade 
Union Congress, W. Abraham and James WIgnall ; the fraternal delegate from the Dominion 
Trades and Labor Congress, John A. FletL We fervently express the hope that out of oar com- 
bined effort may come the fall fruition of oar highest hopes and aspirations for human brother- 
hood. 

It is a pleasure to report that the representatives of our government have negotiated treaties 
with the representatives of several European governments, by the terms of which disputes, which 
can not be settled by diplomacy, may be determined by arbitration rather than the arbitrament 
of the sword. We hail with keen gratification this forward step of humanity, and we shall give to 
the movement every aid which the American Federation of Labor can exert and every influence 
it can wield. 

WOMAN'S LABEL LEAQUC. 

For some time past correspondence has been hai with some of the representatives of the 
Women's International Union Label League. The opinion expressed by some of its officials is to 
the effect that much better results could be accomplished in the interests of the working people 
if the organization were remodeled and its purposes directed as the following suggested title 
would imply: "Women's Auxiliary International Union of America," We cordially attest our 
appreciation of the splendid work performed by the existing organization, but if it shall bemanlfest 
to the women who sympathize and who are cooperating with us to advance the interests of labor 
that a change of programme or of detail and of title is prompted by their Judgment and experience, 
and that a change of title should be made, surely they will meet with our hearty approval and 
endorsement, and that we will in turn do what lies In our power to make their efforts and their 
organization most effective. 

ANTI-INJUNCTION BILL. 

Our an tl-inj unction bill (H. R. 89 ) was introduced in the House by Congressman Oros- 
venor, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. Several hearings of an extensive character were 
ha1 upon it. Although the hearings were closed, no report thereon has been made. I commend 
to your favorable consideration a continued effort to secure the enactment of this bill, and thus 
curb the Judge-made law Invasive of our constitutional and natural right. 

The process of inj unction has its necessary and proper application, and was designed to supply 
the guarantee of a right as well as the prevention of a wrong when there is no other remedy at law. 
The use or, more properly speaking, the misuse of the writ of injunction in labor disputes, is a 
perversion of the very principles involved in the inj unction process. There is not an act, if that be 
an unlawful act, enjoined by an injunction issued in a labor dispute for which there is not already 
a law upon the statute books and for which a proper penalty Is not provided. Those acts for which 
workmen are enjoined for which there is no penalty provided are not unlawful, and, therefore, an 
injunction should not be issued enjoining men from doing the things they have a lawful right to do. 

We reiterate and emphasize the declaration that we have no desire to be immune for the 
commission of any unlawful acts, for we discountenance and denounce them, and recognize their 
commission as wrongful and prejudicial to our own interests as well as to the public good. Bat 
w* must Insist that if any man connected with our movement be charged with an unlawful act 
that he should, like any other man, be put upon his defense and before a Jury of his peers meet his 
accusers and abide by the verdict rendered. 

We protest against the class distinction made in these cases, so far as they apply to labor, 
which even upon an ex pzrte allegation of our opponents renders a workman punishable for an 
act which is held as perfectly lawful when committed by others. Surely we have the right to de- 
mand the constitutional guarantee of equality before the law. This guarantee is being daily 
violated by injunctions. If labor is but true to itself, if we but more thoroughly organize our 
fe low workers, become more steadfast and true to the great cause of labor, we shall force home 
upon our opponents as well as politicians and recreant statesmen the demand for that protection, 
Justice, and fair dealing to which we are entitled. 

EIGHT HOUR BILL. 

Our eight hour bill was introduced in the Senate by Senator L. B. MoComas, of Maryland, 
and in the House by Congressman R. R. Hltt, of Illinois. Extensive hearings were had on the bill 
before the Senate Committee on Education and Labor and the House Com mi ttee on Labor. As the 
hearings upon this bill before the committees in previous Congresses were so extensive, and are in 
print, we decided, therefore, not to present any further argument until our opponents had con- 
cluded. 

The opposition followed their usual tactics of procrastination and of prolonging the hearings. 
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Tbe Legislative Committee, Vice-President* Duncan, O'Oonnell, and myself rebutted the state- 
ments and arguments of oar opponents, and insisted that there should be neither waste of time 
nor tbe report of the committee deferred 1 . We were Justified in believing that inasmuch 
as both committees of Congress had reported this bill favorably at several previous Congresses, 
there ought to have been no further delay. To our disappointment, the House committee 
acquiesced in the proposition of our opponents and referred to the Department of Commerce and 
Labor an Investigation of the sublect by adopting the following resolutions : 

Be it resolved by the Committee on Labor of the House of Representatives, that the Secretary 
of Commerce and Labor be, and he hereby is, requested to investigate and report upon the bill 
now pending in the House (H. R. 4004), entitled "A bill to limit the hours of daily service of 
laborers and mechanics employed upon work done for the United States, or for any territory, or 
for the District of Columbia, and for other purposes," his said report to state his conclusion:} with 
regard to the following questions : 

1. What would be the additional cost to the United States of the various materials and articles 
which it customarily procures by contract, which would be governed by the limitations set out In 
the said bill? 

2. What damage, if any, would be done to the manufacturing interests affected by the pro- 
visions of the bill, if enacted? 

8. Whether manufacturers who have heretofore furnished materials and articles to the gov- 
ernment under contract would continue to contract with the government if such contracts were 
within the peremptory eight hour limitation provided by the said bill ? 

4. What would be the effect of the enactment of the said bill upon the shipbuilding industry? 

6. What effect would it have on any export trade? 

6. Are the laborers of the country, organised and unorganized, who would be affected by the 
proposed legislation, willing to have taken away from them the right to labor more than eight 
hours per day, If they desire to do so? 

7. What effect will this proposed legislation have, if any, upon the agricultural interests of 
the country? 

A report upon this bill along tbe lines indicated is respectfully requested at the commence- 
ment of tne next session of Congress. 

It will be observed that It is absolutely Impossible for any living person to give an Intelligent, 
comprehensive, and definite answer to at least four of these questions; that question number six 
is absurd and contradictory in its very terms. If the laborers would be "willing to have taken 
away from them the RIGHT to labor more than eight hours a day," they certainly can have no 
desire to work more than eight hours a day. If they are unwilling to have taken away from them 
"the right to labor more than eight hours a day," then they will have no desire to have that so- 
called " right" taken away from them. Imagine submitting for Investigation a question to relieve 
workmen from more than eight hours of daily labor. 

It seemed to me to be the purpose of the committee on labor to shirk its duty and shift it upon 
another department in the hope of burying the bill or receiving some report upon which a nega- 
tive action or no action at all might be taken upon the measure. And in further view of the fact 
that the bill had been reported favorably by both committees several times in previous Con- 
gresses, that the House had passed tbe bill three times, I submitted to the Executive Council a re- 
quest from the Department of Commerce and Labor for Information upon the subject, and the 
conclusion reached was that the American Federation of Labor as such should not participate in 
that investigation. It was felt that no intelligent or satisfactory result could be reached and that 
our participation in the Investigation would give countenance to the committees' shiftiness. 

Senator McComas, chairman of the Committee on Ed a cation and Labor, was desirous of 
pressing the consideration of the bill and making a favorable report from his committee to the 
Senate; but this could not be done by reason of the action of the House Committee on Labor. The 
bill, of course, has not lost its position, and will come before the committees at the forthcoming 
short session of this Congress. Of course, the Federation will make every effort to secure favorable 
action thereon. 

NEW CHINESE EXCLUSION LAW. 

In the early part of the year it was learned that the Chinese government had given six 
months' notice of its desire that its treaty with the United States covering Chinese Immigration 
should terminate. That the condition which we contended two years ago would exist, should the 
Chinese government denounce the treaty, was plainly apparent ; that is, that there was neither 
l.iw nor treaty that would in any way limit, restrict, or prohibit the free entry of Chinese into the 
United States and its possessions. We immediately brought this to the atteutlon of Congress, par- 
ticularly through the aid of Senator Patterson, of Colorado, and Congressman Li vera ash, of Cali- 
fornia. The question aroused intense interest, and though the condition which presented itself 
was denied and contended against by many, an investigation of the subject by a congressional 
committee, and pressing home the facts in the case, resulted in the passage of an amendment to 
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the general deficiency bill remedying the defect. The amendments to the hill, approved April 17 
1901, read as follows : 

Sec. 5. That section 1 of the act of congress approved April 29, 1908. entitled "An act to pro- 
hibit the coming into and to regulate the residence within the United States, its territories, and 
all territory under its Jurisdiction, and the District of Columbia, of Chinese and persons of Chinese 
descent," is hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

•• All laws in force on the 28th day of April, 1902, regulating, suspending, or prohibiting the 
coming of Chinese persons or persons of Chinese descent into the United States, and the residence 
of such persons therein, including sections 5, 6, 7,8, 9, 10, 11, IS, and 14 of the act entitled 'An act to 
prohibit the coming of Chinese laborers into the United States/ approved September 18, 1888, be 
and the same are hereby reenacted, extended, and continued, without modification, limitation, 
or condition; and said laws shall also apply to the island territory under the Jurisdiction of the 
United States, and prohibit the immigration of Chinese laborers, not citizens of the United States, 
from such island territory to the mainland territory of the United States, whether in such island 
territory at the time of cession or not, and from one portion of the Island territory of the United 
States to another portion of the said island territory: Provided, however, that said laws shall not 
apply to the transit of Chinese laborers from one island to another island of the same group; and 
any islands within the Jurisdiction of any state or the district of Alaska shall be considered a part 
of the mainland under this section." 

Approved April 27, 1904. 

NEGOTIATING A NEW TREATY WITH CHINA? 

As the first intimation that the Chinese government had denounced the treaty came from a 
"leak" in the State Department, so has there recently been published a statement that there Is 
now being negotiated between representatives of our government and that of China a new treaty, 
which, it is said, will deal " more liberally " with the subject of Chinese Immigration. 

Inasmuch as experience has demonstrated that the largest number of Chinese laborers and 
coolies have been brought to this country under the pretense that they were " merchants and 
students," and Inasmuch as any treaty which may be made will take precedence over and sup- 
plant any law upon the statute books, it will be well for us to manifest in no uncertain manner 
our determined and unalterable opposition to any move calculated in the remotest degree to 
render us liable to the danger of Chinese immigration, an immigration which has been fraught 
with peril to every people with which it has come in contact. 

Our immigration department recognizes and declares the difficulties now experienced with 
an effective law in enforcing its provisions for Chinese exclusion. Surely, then, nothing should be 
done by treaty, law, or regulation to lessen the effectiveness to the bar against this overwhelming 
sentiment and conviction of all our people. 

The danger from Chinese immigration is not alone to the working people ; it is to all our 
people. It is a menace to the institutions of our country ; It is destructive of our very civilization. 
The tollers of our country must not, and will not, submit to be Chi a el zed. 

CONVICT LABOR. 

Though little progress has been made in securing an effective federal law against convict 
labor coming into competition with free labor, a beginning has been made in the recognition of 
that principle by Congress in oue department of the government. In an amendment to the post- 
office appropriation bill, the following was adopted : 

•* Provided, that hereafter no contract shall be entered into by the Post office Department for 
purchase of material or supplies to be manufactured by convict labor." 

The same provision should be pressed into enactment so as to apply to all the departments 
of the Government. 

Hearing were had upon the convict labor bill, and the Committee on Labor of the House 
reported the same favorably. An effort was made to have it adopted as an amendment to one 
of the pending appropriation bills, but this did not meet with success, a single objection being 
sufficient. The bill, however, will come up for consideration at the short session of Congress. 

Apart from our efforts to aid in the extension of the principle that no convict labor shall 
enter into competition with that of free labor in the several states, we should endeavor to secure a 
federal law that shall prohibit the products of convict labor in one state coming into competition 
with free labor of such states as have provided themselves with wise, beneficent, and protective 
legislation upon this subject. We recognize the unwisdom, aye, even the brutality, of permitting 
convicts to serve out their terms in idleness. The states which have solved this problem of convict 
labor best, New York and Pennsylvania, are clear demonstrations that, from the standpoint of 
economy and the public welfare, the prisoners' good, both while Incarcerated and thereafter, Is 
promoted to the highest degree by some form of work. Attention is called to an editorial in the 
September issue of the American Federation jst, 1904, under the caption of •• Sanity in Solving 
Prison Labor Problem." 
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Recently a rale went into effeot in the state of New York providing that first term convicts 
•hall not be required to wear uniforms that Indicate degradation. This is simply cited as a fact 
that the result of wise, economic action tends to influence the public conscience to more humane 
consideration and action. 

NATIONAL ARBITRATION BILL. 

A so-called national arbitration bill was introduced in Congress, which, upon the lace of it, 
appeared to be a voluntary measure, yet the hearings developed the fact that in the last analysis 
it would be a species of compulsory compliance with the award. Our movement is sincerely in 
fever of the arbitration of disputes which can not be determined otherwise ; but we are strongly 
committed against the policy of compulsory arbitration in any form, particularly compulsory 
arbitration by the State. When conciliation fells, we favor voluntary arbitration with employers, 
and if necessary a disinterested party as an arbitrator. We emphatically declare the necessity for 
felthful compliance with the terms and awards made by such arbitration; but we are equally 
Insistent that the arbitration shall be voluntarily entered into and voluntarily and faithfully ful- 
filled. 

Nothing can be fraught with so much danger, resulting in rank injustice and Injury, an 
compulsory arbitration by the state in any form with its practically compulsory enforcement of an 
award. 

It Is not amiss to reassert our conviction that in the one case it may result in confiscation of 
property, and in the other Involve involuntary servitude; in other words, the slavery of man. 
We, therefore, opposed this bill before both committees of Congress, recognizing In it the entering 
wedge of what would inevitably lead to complete compulsory arbitration. 

OTHER BILLS. 

Congressman Gillette, of Massachusetts, introduced two bills: one, H. R. 11680, the provisions 
of which are that the United 8tates Government, when operating any manufacturing establish- 
ment within the borders of a state which regulates by law the time, manner, or period of payment 
of wages to any employe, shall conform to the said laws, so far as they would apply, as if it were a 
private corporation In said state. 

The other bill, H. R. 18676, provides for the Jurisdiction of the Court of Claims to receive and 
adjust complaints of workmen who have in the past been required to woik in excess of eight hours, 
and who were not compensated therefor. / 

EVENING LECTURES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

In several cities provision Is made for lectures in the public schools during certain evenings 
in the week. At 11b last session I cooperated with others to secure an appropriation from Congress 
for lectures in Washington City. Wherever this system of lectures has been introduced it has been 
fraught with beneficent results. Where these lectures are most generally applied they are regarded 
as the workmen's universities. I commend to your favorable consideration a demand for the ex- 
tension of this system of lectures in our public schools. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDINGS FOR MEETING BOOMS. 

It is not only the aim, but the trend, of our movement to make men more moderate and 
temperate regarding the use of intoxicants. Through the influence of our movement the so-called 
labor bureau, that is, the places where unemployed workmen could seek employment, have been 
removed from the drinking saloon, as has also the place of the payment of wages been removed 
from that Influence. 

Years ago saloon proprietors would give their meeting rooms free, or offer a bonus to such 
associations of workmen as could be induced to become tenants. This rule often applied years ago 
to the unions of labor. Gradually, but constantly, the unions have sought meeting places in 
buildings in which Intoxicants are not on sale; but despite their best efforts a sufficiency of halls 
and meeting places was not and is not available. 

I commend the thought to your consideration, whether we have not the right to insist that 
our unions In the various cities and towns throughout the country shall not have the right and 
the opportunity for the use of our public school building* in which to hold their evening meetings. 

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 

There Is no doubt tliat of the ills of our governmental life not one is more prejudicial to the 
Interests of the people ..nan our present political partisan form of determining the peoples' Judg- 
ment. Apart from the corruption incldeut thereto is the fact that political parties are guilty of 
larger or minor offenses against the interests of the people, or are more or less Indifferent to their 
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constantly growing need. The political party system deprives the people of the opportunity of 
manifesting their Judgment upon great and important public questions. There can be no question 
but that there is an overwhelming sentiment among the people for an eight hour day on work for 
the government; for the restriction or abolition of the abuse of the writ of injunction. There is a 
well-defined diversity of opinion of the policy of expansion or so-called "Imperialism/' of protec- 
tion and free trade, as there was of gold and silver and other important questions too numerous to 
enumerate; yet the people have no alternative but to vote for one or the other of the parties, regard- 
leas of how distasteful many of the propositions in their platforms may be to them. The party suc- 
cessful at the polls takes for granted that not only its position but every proposition that it has put 
forth in its platform and every action that it has taken has received the endorsement of the peop'e. 

As rational men we understand that it is impossible to remove all the ills or impediments 
at once from our national life and progress, and for that reason we apply ourselves to the natural 
and gradual process of elimination and construction. It is for this reason, therefore, that the 
convention of the American Federation of Labor advocates the introduction of the initiative and 
the referendum, for its establishment will give the opportunity for the best intelligent expression 
of the people upon any definite, important question. 

In conformity with the declaration and by the advice and consent of the Executive Council, 
a special issue of the American Federation ist was Issued July 15, 1901, and devoted to the fol- 
lowing subjects: 

Anti-Injunction bill, 

Eight hour bill, and the 

Initiative and the referendum, 

and the cooperation of our fellow unionists was asked to ascertain the stand which candidates for 
congress assumed toward them. In many instances our organizations report gratifying result*. 
The effort is new, and it has not been an altogether easy task. Time will undoubtedly afford more 
experience, better methods, and greater cooperation. As it was not possible to prepare this report 
after the elections the results of the effort can not now be stated. 

PRETEXTS FOR INCORPORATION. 

We still frequently hear the proposition urged for the Incorporation of trade unions, the 
evident purpose of many advocates being honorable and sympathetic, notwithstanding how un- 
wise and Injurious the results would unquestionably be to labor. Others, again, who advocate 
and insist upon the Incorporation of the trade unions know full well the purpose they have in 
view and the schemes they coulr* then hatch to harass organized labor still more with suits at 
law, regardless of the fllmsiness oi he cause or the pretext for civil suits. 

Tbey would not only divert our attention from the effort at economic improvement to a 
defense against every species of civil suits brought by our opponents against any officer of organized 
labor, but they would make every effort " under the forms of law " to mulct our unions in dam- 
ages for supposed injurious results from trade union action. We would be forced to defend suits 
without regard to the merit or lack of merit in the complaint in order to prevent our organiza- 
tion from being mulcted in damages; and this, after all, is the ultimate desire and purpose of 
our opponents for trade union incorporation, for necessity would require the expenditure of large 
sums of money in attorneys' fees and other costs and expenditures incident to litigation. 

The most important point apparently urged by our opponents in advocacy of trade union 
Incorporation is, as they claim, that employers have tangible property and in any violation of 
terms of agreement or breach of contract they are responsible, and in cases of breach of contract 
on their part they can beheld in damages and payment enforced, while labor organizations not 
having tangible property, they say, are unincorporated bodies, and violation of contract by them 
would not afford the same facilities for bringing them within the Jurisdiction tot the courts in a 
suit for damages for breaches of contract, and that therefore the unions should be incorporated to 
bringabout equality of responsibility. The chief merit in this claim is that it has no foundation 
in factor in practice. 

Of course, employers entering into contractural relations with business men and committing 
a breach thereof are liable to damages. This also applies where employers enter into contractural 
relations with workmen for labor for a specific period ; but in spite of the innumerable violations 
of contract entered into by employers and organized workmen, we challenge the advocates of 
compulsory incorporation to point out a single instance in which employers have been, or how 
they could have bean, mulcte 1 in damages for violation of the terms of an agreement with labor 
in its collective capacity. This Is referred to, not as Justification of or an encouragement to an or- 
ganized labor breach of contract. On the contrary, it is the constant aim of our movement to in- 
stil upon the minds of all our fellow workers to bring about working agreements with employers, 
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and to a faithful adherence to the spirit and letter of their terms, bat this Is cited to prove the 
fallacy of the latest pretense urged by our opponents for trade union incorporation. 

In previous reports and elsewhere have been clearly met the various specious arguments set 
forth from time to time of those who, under the euphonious guise of trade union incorporations, 
hide their real purpose, in our time and In connection with our movement, a repetition of the con- 
fiscation of the funds of the old time workmen's guilds. We will not submit to this new snare for 
labor's despoilment. 

A. F. OF L. EXHIBIT AT 8T. LOUIS EXPOSITION. 

In pursuance of the instructions of the last convention of the American Federation of Labor 
I prepared a most exhaustive exhibit for the Bt. Louis Exposition. Although I had some little 
experience in preparing the exhibit for the Paris Exposition of 1900, yet that exhibit was com- 
paratively insignificant and Incomplete, despite the fact that the American Federation of Labor was 
awarded the Grand Prize for its exhibit. All who have honored us by visiting our St. Louis ex. 
hibit are uniform in their high commendation and congratulation, and assert that never in the 
history of labor has any exhibit in so comprehensive a form been made. 

The* charts prepared and exhibited conveyed to the average mind the growth in our move- 
ment and its achievements, the good it has done the working people and the people generally. 

A twenty-four page pamphlet is freely distributed to all visitors. Copies of our publications, 
constitutions, laws, rules, official Journals, pamphlets, and leaflets have been on exhibition, and 
the thinking men of the world, regardless as to whether they are friend or foe, are invited to 
examine into our organization and the methods we employ for the protection and promotion of 
the interests of the working people. We have had, and have now, nothing to hide from the world. 
If for no other reason than to challenge commendation or condemnation, criticism or advice, our 
exhibit has done, and will do, much in disarming our opponents and gaining the good opinion of 
intelligent, thinking men. We have had not only visitors in all stations in life of our own 
country, workmen, farmers, and business men, students of colleges and universities, and other 
thinkers, but we have had professors and students from other countries who came to our exhibit, 
and after investigating all they could learn there have been in communication with our office 
or visited it to learn much more detail than could be given in our exhibit, despite the effort made 
to have It as comprehensive and complete as possible. 

I desire to express my appreciation and gratitude to the international union officers who 
cooperated with me and gave their efforts in completing the exhibit and making of it what it 
really has become, a magnificent representation of the aims, the purposes, and methods of organ- 
ized labor. It will be a lasting tribute to the intelligence and practicability as well as the effect- 
iveness of our movement. I desire, also, to attest my appreciation of the services of the men who 
have been in attendance at our exhibit to give full information to visitors, Mr. Harry Blackmore, 
of the St. Louis local union of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America, who 
officiated for the first few months, and Mr. C. P. Connolly, who is now acting in that capacity, and 
who Is a member of the St. Louis local of the International Typographical Union of America. 

Mr. Connolly reports that a great many visitors are under the impression that only members 
of organized labor are permitted to register at our exhibit; that large numbers of people have 
stopped at the entrance to look at the exhibit, but did not enter, but these latter visit the fair on 
schedule time and devote but a minute or two to exhibits in social economy. In the 157 days that 
the exposition has been opened, the first 30 days of which the booth for our exhibit was not com- 
pleted, we have had 40,820 visitors, 5,100 of which registered. 

GRAND PRIZE AWARDED A. F. OF L. 

Of course it affords me pride and gratification to be enabled to report to you that I have been 
officially informed by the superior Jury of the St. Louis Exposition that the American Federation 
of Labor has been awarded the grand prize for its exhibit. 

An invitation ha9 been received from the management of the Lewis and Clark Exposition, to 
be held at Portland, Oregon, in 1905, for the American Federation of Labor to have an exhibit 
there. Organized labor of Oregon has urgently requested that our St. Louis exhibit be transferred, 
and that such additions as may be deemed necessary be made thereto. This subject is referred to 
you for such directions as you may make. 

THE AMERICAN FEDERATION 1ST. 

It has been my purpose and effort to maintain, and* if possible, excel above its predecessors 
each issue of our official monthly magazine, the American Fkderationist. The articles, gener- 
ally gratuitously contributed, are from the most gifted thinkers upon the economic and sociological 
questions of our time ; and these, not only from our own country, but also from those in other 
lands. 
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The reports from our secretaries and organisers are the latest and most accurate news from 
the industrial field of activity. Editorially I have endeavored to put labor's best foot front, to 
defend labor against wrong and persistently advocate its rights ; to tear the mask of hypocrisy 
from our opponents, and to encourage our fellow workmen to a more Intelligent understanding 
of their duties, a higher and better conception of their rights, and the means by which they can 
be achieved. There is not a word that I have uttered through Its columns or upon the platform 
that I would retract except to Bay it with greater emphasis ; I am not conscious of taking one 
step that I would retrace, except to make its impress deeper and more lasting. 

Though the American Federation ist Is regarded as the textbook and the authoritative 
expression of trade union sentiment and our movement, yet there should be a much wider field for 
its usefulness, and we should aim to bring it more largely into the homes of our fellow workmen 
and practicularly of our fellow unionists. We have the right to ask for better cooperation on the 
part of trade union officials. The American Fbdebationist does not, and can not, enter into 
any competitive field with any official trade Journal or with any bona tide labor paper. 

We have aimed to place the subscription price for the American Federationist within 
the range of all, and the officers of affiillated organizations, as well as our organizers, could cer- 
tainly aid in securing a larger circle of subscribers and readers. Apart from this the American 
News Company handles and distributes copies. The American Federationist is. therefore, on 
sale at the news stands and by newsdealers when there 1b a demand for the same. There is no 
reason why our fellow unionists should not make it essential that the magazine would be on sale 
by every newsdealer in the country. It should be added that the American Federationist is 
supplied to nearly all libraries, universities, and colleges in the United States and to quite a 
number in Europe. * 

It Is a source of gratification to be enabled to report to you that the publication of the 
American Federationist, with its educational influence, has for the past year not only been 
without cost to the American Federation of Labor, but that, on the contrary, it has yielded a slight 
revenue. 

LABOR PRC38. 

The labor press has always been an influential and potent force for the good of the workers; 
but at no time has it been in measurable distance of the power it exerted during the past year. 
The bitter antagonism of labor's unfair foes, the open threats and covert plans of our opponents to 
crush out organized labor, have quickened the pulsebeats of our brave labor editors and aroused 
them to the exercise of their fullest powers to protect and defend the rights of the tollers of our 
country. Although it is cause for great gratification to know that the cause of labor has so large, 
intelligent, and representative a galaxy of papers devoted to the labor cause, yet it is mortifying 
to know that many suffer from that lack of support to which they are so Justly entitled at the 
hands of our fellow Workmen. It should be the aim of every union member as well as every 
sympathizer with our great cause to be helpful in every way to extend the beneficent influence 
of the labor press. A cause is frequently Judged by the number and the character of the publica- 
tions which represent it. 

ORGANIZERS. 

No less is my keen appreciation of the splendid and self-sacrificing services rendered to our 
movement by our volunteer organizers. No words can adequately convey the debt of gratitude 
we owe these modern pioneers, this vanguard of our movement, who often suffer odium because 
they dare do right and who become the victims of employers' spleen because they are anxious to 
help others to lighten their burdens and to make their lives better and brighter. Upon no other 
hypothesis can the estimate of their work and worth be founded than that they are deeply con- 
scious of the wrongs which have been too long borne by the workers, and a devout conviction to 
exert their abilities to the fullest, that Justice and right shall be achieved for all. And I may be 
permitted to add that the faithful services of our salaried organizers, the ability with which they 
nave fulfilled their duties, add not only to the achievements but to the good name and glory of the 
cause of labor, the cause of humanity. 

CONCLUSION. 

It has been possible to report upon but comparatively few of the things I have done, or 
attempted to do, or the incidents in connection with our movement during the past year. Much 
more is enumerated in the Executive Council's report, while a detailed record will be too voluminous 
for your consideration. It is, however, but fair to say to you who have extended to me your confi- 
dence, kindness, and courtesy, that I have endeavored at all times and under all circumstances to 
say the word and do the thing that would best serve the interests of our people, which Is the highest 
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hope of our great movement. In my effort to help my fellows I have had the sympathetic coopera- 
tion of my colleagues f the Executive Council, the assistance and respeot of the officers and mem- 
bers, the rank and file of the great trade union movement of the country. Organized labor 1b not 
ungrateful ; It has been more than kind to me. It has given me the opportunities for the acquire- 
ment of experience and some degree of worldly wisdom. My highest aspiration in life \z to return 
in a measure the obligation I feel, and give to the workers the very best of whatever ability I may 
be possessed. If we approach our work with keen conviction, deep sympathy, and brave resolve, 
we can not help but inbue these characteristics into the manhood of today, and shall constantly 
try to achieve and strive to reach that time when man to man the world over shall brothers be. 
With this fervent prayer upon my lips, this report is respectfully submitted, In defiance of our 
trad u cere, to the kindly consideration of you, to the world of workers and those others who love 
their fellow men, and aim to aid them. 
Fraternally submitted, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 
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APPENDIX A, 

Scbanton, Pa., December 14, 1901. 
To the Officers and Delegates to the Twenty-tirst Annual Convention of the American Federation ot 
Labor, Greeting: 

The undersigned, your special committee appointed to consider the question of the autonomy 
of the trade unions, beg leave to say that it is our Judgment the future success, permanency, and 
safety of the American Federation of Labor, as well as the trade unions themselves, depends upon 
the recognition and application of the principle of autonomy, consistent with the varying phases 
and transactions in industry. 

We realize that it is impossible to define the exact line of demarcation where one trade or 
form of labor ends and another begins, and that no hard and feat rule can be devised by which al 
our trade unions can be governed or can govern themselves. 

We emphasize the impossibility of the establishment of hard and fast lines; but if history and 
experience in the labor movement count for aught we urge upon our fellow workmen that tolera- 
tion and forbearance which are proverbial of our movement; for, without the recognition and 
application of these qualities any decision we may formulate will be futile. We, therefore, recom- 
mend as follows : 

1. As the magnificent growth of the American Federation of Labor is conceded by 
all students of economic thought to be the result of organization on trade lines, and believing it 
neither necessary nor expedient to make any radical departure from this fundamental principle, 
we declare that, as a general proposition, the interests of the workers will be best conserved by ad- 
hering as closely to that doctrine as the recent great changes in methods of production and em- 
ployment make practicable. However, owing to the isolation of some few industries from thickly 
populated centers where the overwhelming number follow one branch thereof, and owing to the 
fact that in some industries comparatively few workers are engaged over whom separate organi- 
zations claim Jurisdiction, we believe that Jurisdiction in such industries by the paramount 
organization would yield the best results to the workers therein, at least until the development of 
organization of each branch has reached a stage wherein these may be placed, without material 
injury to all parties in interest, in affiliation with their national trade unions. Nothing contained 
in this declaration 1b intended or shall be construed to mean a reversal of any decision rendered by 
former executive councils or previous conventions on questions of Jurisdiction. 

2. We hold that the interests of the trade union movement will be promoted by closely 
allying the subdivided crafts, giving consideration to amalgamation and to the organization ot 
district and national trade councils to which should be referred questions in dispute, and 
which should be adjusted within allied crafts' lines. 

3. The American Federation of Labor being a voluntary association, can not direct and 
should not adopt methods antagonistic to or in conflict with established trade union laws, and In 
order to carry the above recommendations in to effect, and in full recognition of its logical position 
the American Federation of Labor pledges its officers to aid and assist in the adjustment of such 
craft encroachments as disputants may be willing to submit to its arbitrament. 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
JAMES DUNCAN, 
JOHN MITCHELL, 
JOHN MULLHOLLAND, 
Adopted. 0. N. HUQHES, 

Committee. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT. 



To the Officers and Members of the Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of the American Federation ot 
Labor : 

Fellow Workmen— I have the honor to submit to you report of receipts and expenditures 
for the past twelve months, beginning October 1, 1908, and ending September 80, 1904. 

The steady and marked increase received from per capita tax is encouraging and Indicates a 
marked and substantial growth in membership. The receipts from per capita tax are $136,941.74 
against $124,950.58 received last year— an increase of $12,991.16. Receipts from supplies show a 
decrease of $17,848.31. Amount received from the American Federationist shows an increase 
of $4,941.46, with a decrease of $12, 183.76 in expenses, giving the Federationist a surplus of $1,939.97 
to its credit for the first time in several years. Receipts from defense fund are $43,722.55 ; strike 
benefits paid, $15,972 ; surplus for defense fund, $17,750.55. 

The following is a summary of the receipts and expenses for twelve months, ending 
September 80, 1901 : 

RECEIPTS. 



Months. 



1908. 

October „ 

November 

December 

1904. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

J une 

July 

August 

September 

Totals 



Tax. 



$23,06183 
6.189 61 
9,888 12 

11,529 27 
9,069 56 

18,164 63 
8,824 96 

18,186 20 
8,805 96 
6,747 09 

12,438 88 

15,171 14 



Supplies. 



$1,588 91 
2,11182 
1,822 60 

2^17 08 
1,574 48 
1,618 66 

886 78 
1,248 12 

95108 

806 85 
1,288 96 

978 28 



136,941 74 17,293 04 



Federa- 
tionist. 



$3,289 17 
2,177 94 
2,910 95 

2,008 80 
2,83516 

1.967 90 
2,889 65 
1,739 25 
1,492 30 

1.968 61 
2,880 28 
7,075 49 



32,639 89 



Defense 
fund. 



$3,817 95 
8,427 20 
8,670 16 

8^82 16 
8,004 70 
2,986 25 
2,789 85 
2,369 80 
2,190 85 
2,164 40 
1,820 80 
2,348 45 



83,722 56 



Pre- 
mium. 



$20 50 
750 
18 75 



48 00 
47 76 

49 00 
5125 
60 50 
26 25 
20 00 
28 00 
8125 



398 75 



EXPENSES. 



October 

November- 
December.. 



January 

February .... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 



Months. 



Totals 



1908. 



1904. 



General. 



$13,574 82 
13,07106 
15,435 91 



11,715 65 
12,907 90 
16,960 54 
15,063 29 
15^48 06 
11,176 80 
12,521 31 
9,763 52 
9,184 28 



156,916 63 



Federa- 
tionist. 



$2,491 49 

92152 

2,835 64 



1,904 42 
2,869 50 
3,434 59 
2,21197 
1,885 80 
2,714 33 
8,096 65 
2,785 48 
3,548 44 



30,699 92 



Defense 
Fund. 



$1,860 00 

480 00 

1,148 00 



96 00 

544 00 

1,168 00 

860 00 

828 00 

1,424 00 

4,700 00 

1,552 00 

1,812 00 



15,972 00 



Pre- 
mium. 



$104 20 



29 80 



13 00 
21 40 
47 20 
200 
77 20 
47 40 
25 00 



85 40 



402 60 



(1) 
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RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand October 1, 1906 ~ ~. ~~ $86,013 12 

Per capita tax _ 4186.M1 74 

Supplies .. 17,298 04 

American Fedora* ioniat 82.639 89 

Defense fund M .~. 88,722 66 

Premium 896 75 



220,995 97 
807,009 06 



EXPENSES. 



General 6156,916 68 

American Federatlonist 80,699 92 

Defense fund 15,972 CO 

Premium 402 60 

208,991 15 

Balance on band, October 1, 1904 103,017 94 

In General Fund 621.870 99 

In Defense Fund 81,146 96 

6108,017 94 



The following is the grouping under their several heads of the detailed monthly expenses : 

Appropriations : 

Horseshoers' International 61,078 00 

Western Federation of Miners 1,000 00 

Metal Trades Council _ 300 00 

Brotherhood of Foundry Employes „ 200 00 

International Glove Workers' Union .. 200 00 

Stable Employes, No. 10041 ~ 180 00 

Broommakers' International 64 06 

Cloth Examiners and Spongers, No. 10429 85 00 

Legislative Committee, State Federation of Alabama - 25 00 

Bottle Cainers, No. 10685 14 70 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10487 6 20 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9698 8 50 

Federal Labor Union, No. 9798 „... 2 80 

Rent 2,085 75 

Refund of charter fees returned, customfduties, supplies returned, and excess per capita 

tax, etc 298 81 

Premiums: 

Bonds, locals 402 60 

Treasurer's bond 205 00 

Fire Insurance 45 00 

Secretary's bond 20 00 

Legal Services , 281 97 

Newspapers and magazines 47 95 

Stamped envelopes 1,027 20 

Freight and express 1,414 91 

Telegrams, etc „.„ 912 76 

Supplies for affiliated unions „ 9,258 40 

Postage stamps M „ 4,017 71 

Legislative expenses 2,787 80 

Office fixtures „ ^. M 693 93 

Organizing literature and printing 1,662 25 

St. Louis exhibit, including salary of attendant 2,117 18 

Expenses of fraternal delegates to Great Britain and Canada. 989 GO 

Expenses entertaining fraternal delegates from Great Britain and Canada 240 78 

Boston Convention: 

Printing proceedings 2,249 80 

Badges, decorations, telegrams, etc 412 86 

Committee rooms 885 80 

Stenographers 193 40 

Printing and supplies «~ 168 75 

Services as messengers 137 00 

Services as assistant secretary 100 00 

Services as sergeant-at-arms 80 00 
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Printing proceedings $1,144 88 

Binding proceeding* 140 00 

Expenses committee attending Brother Marsden's funeral 19 90 

Expenses secretary, trip to Boston in reference to rent of ball, etc 42 78 

Expenses secretary, attending convention „ 77 80 

Salary: 

President 8,000 00 

Secretary 2,500 00 

Treasurer 200 fO 

Clerk hire 6,942 67 

Stenographers 13,809 64 

Janitor service 15 00 

Office supplies and printing 4,738 22 

Printing officers' reports for Boston convention (president's, secretary's, Executive 

Council's) 1,479 52 

Expenses: 

Executive Council meetings 8,3f 1 86 

President 1,467 41 

Auditing and credential committee ~. 3< 2 34 

Secretary 210 90 

Defense fund 15,fr72 00 

Organising expenses P3.242 28 

Printing and publishing American Feder&tionist 3o,699 92 

Total /. 1213,991 16 



RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 1881 TO 1904. 
I herewith furnish a table, giving the receipts and expenditures for the past 24 years. 



Year. 


Receipts. 


Expendi- 
tures. 


1881 


1174 95 

126 00 

690 19 

886 22 

684 (^ 

474 11 

1,989 82 

4,612 55 

6,888 40 

28,849 74 

17,702 86 

17,834 51 

20,964 62 

15,346 43 

18,751 75 

16/290 18 

18,639 92 

18,894 15 

86,7.S7 13 

71,125 82 

116,JU0 89 

144,498 21 

247,802 96 

220,995 97 


9186 20 

252 26 

862 82 

866 07 

460 68 

610 68 

2,074 89 

8.933 67 

6.578 34 

21,070 67 

18,190 07 

18,324 69 

21,888 36 

17,802 08 

16,612 42 

15,452 96 

14,118 88 

19,197 17 

30,599 22 

68,378 89 

118,708 89 

119,086 74 

196,015 67 

203,991 15 


1882 ~. 

1888 


1884. ~ - 

1885 


1886 


1887 «.. 


1888 . . 


1880 « 


1890 


1891. 


1892 


1898 


1894. « 


1896 


1896 


1897 


1896 . .. '. 


1899 

1900. 


1901. : 


1902 


1906 


1904 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR HEADQUARTERS. 



The following statement shows that during the twelve months ending September 80, 1904, 
there has been issued from headquarters an average of 924 letters, circular letters, and packages pei 
day, as follows: 

Packages of supplies forwarded by express and post 5,062 

Packages of literature and miscellaneous supplies for organisers and others 15,752 

Official and circular letters in two-cent envelopes 8*,858 

Circulars and circular letters in one-cent envelopes 171,827 

280,999 
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CHARTERS. 

During the twelve months ending September 80, 1904, fees have been received for 448 charters 
issued to National, State, Central, Local Trade, and Federal Labor Unions. 

Of this number 11 were granted to the following National and International Unions: 

Tack Makers 1 International Union. 

International Association of Bridge and Structural Iron {Workers. 

International Union of Paper Box Workers. 

International Union of Building Employes of America. 

International Brotherhood of Foundry Employes. 

International Compressed Air Workers* Union. 

Brush makers' International Union. 

Mattress, Spring, and Bedding Workers 1 International Union. 

International Association of Fur Workers of the U. S. and Canada. 

International Photo-Engravers' Union of N. A. 

National Association of Heat, Frost, General Insulators, and Asbestos Workers of America. 

State Branches as follows : Minnesota, Indiana, Arkansas, Maine, Indian and Oklahoma 
Territories. 



City Central Bodies as follows : 



Alabama, 

Birmingham, 

Selma. 
Arkansas, 

Hartford, 

Huntington. 
California, 

Los Angeles, 

Mendocino County, 

Monterey and Pa- 
cific Grove, 

Napa County, 

Red lands, 

San Mateo. 
Connecticut,. 

Norwich. 
Florida, 

Jacksonville, 

Pensacola. 
Georgia, 

Augusta. 

Savannah. 
Illinois, 

Evanston. 

Granite City, 

Herrin, 

High wood, 

Marlssa, 

Pontiac, 

Sterling and Rock 
Falls, 

Virden. 
Indiana, 

Alexandria, 

Bicknell, 



Indiana— Continued. 

CrawfordBvllle, 

Frankfort, 

Marion, 

Muncie, 

Petersburg, 

South Bend, 

Whiting, 

Winsiow. 
Indian Territory, 

Ada. 

Hartshorne, 

Muscogee, 

South MoAlester. 
Idaho, 

Pocateilo. 
Iowa, 

Burlington. 
Kansas, 
- Hutchinson, 

Kansas City. 
Louisiana, 

Shreveport. 
Maine, 

Lewis ton & Auburn, 

Milliuocket. 
Massachusetts, 

Southbridge. 
Michigan, 

Albion, 

Cheboygan. 
Minnesota, 

Mankato, 

Minneapolis, 

Winona. 



Mississippi, 

Water Valley. 
Missouri, 

Jackson, 

Marcellne, 

Poplar Bluff. 
Montana, 

Butte. 
Nebraska, 

Fremont. 
New Hampshire, 

Franklin Falls. 
New Jersey, 

MorrUtown. 
New York, 

Cortland, 

Oswego, 

Port Chester, 

Richmond Borough, 
Staten Island. 
North Carolina, 

Charlotte, 

Greensboro. 
Ohio, 

Akron, 

Barberton, 

Barnesvllle, 

Findlay, 

Gallon, 

Jackson County, 

Kent, . 

Lancaster, 

Niles, 

Salem, 

Steubenvllle. 



Oklahoma Territory, 

Shawnee. 
Ontario, Canada, 

Fort William. 
Pennsylvania, 

Bangor, 

Bellefonte, 

Corry, 

Johnstown, 

Lebanon, 

Nanticoke. 

Port Allegheny, 

Sayre (Waverly and 
Athens, N. Y.) 
Porto Rico, 

Arecibo, 

Guayama. 
South Carolina, 

Charleston, 

Columbia. 
Texas, 

Denton, 

Ennis, 

Marshall, 

Thurber. 
Virginia, 

Alexandria. 
Washington, 

Aberdeen, 

Hoquiam, 

Spokane. 
West Virginia, 

Clarksburg. 
Wisconsin, 

Sheboygan. 



CHARTERS ISSUED, 1897, 


18G8, 189G, 1900, 1901, 


1902, 


1903 


1904. 






In- 
terna- 
tional. 


State. 


Cen- 
tral. 


Federal 

and 
Trade 
Unions. 


Total. 


1807 


8 
9 
9 
14 
7 
14 
20 
11 


2 

1 
5 
4 
6 
3 
5 


18 
12 
8S 
96 
123 
127 
171 
99 


189 
182 
405 
734 
782 
877 
1,139 
328 


217 


1898 


203 


1899 


450 


1900 


819 


1901 


916 


1902 (eleven montbs) 


1,024 


1908 


1,333 


1904 


443 








Total 


92 


26 


681 


4,636 


5,435 







Federal Labor Unions issued.. 
Local Trade Unions issued 



149 
179 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

To more forcibly bring to the attention of the delegates the remarkable growth in the mem- 
bership during the past eigbt years, I have prepared the following table, showing the voting 
strength or the affiliated unions of the American Federation of Labor for the years 1806 up to and 
including 1904. This table is based upon the average membership reported or paid upon to the 
American Federation of Labor by affiliated organizations : 



Organization. 


1896. 


1887. 


1898. 


1890. 


1900. 


1901. 


1902, 


1903. 


1904. 


Actors' National Protective Union 








9" 


'"*22* 


3 

45 


5 
61 


11 
118 

t 


1] 


Allied Metal Mech. Int. 




6 


7 


71 


Amal. Asso. of Marine Water Tenders, etc 


12 

13 
39 
18 


i 


American Agents' Association 


11 
20 
22 


7 
21 
30 


9 
31 
40 








Bakers and Confectioners' International 

Barbers' National Union....... .... 


45 

69 


64 
116 


102 

160 


154 
208 
10 
70 
178 
297 
81 
61 


162 
286 


Bill Posters 


18 


Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood of.... 




3 

18 
125 


3 
22 
04 
26 


5 
27 
43 
28 
42 


15 
51 
47 
36 
42 


35 
73 
88 
53 
47 


43 

95 
lift 
70 
59 


106 




25 
120 


190 


Boot and Shoe Workers' Union 


320 


Bookbinders, International Rrothprhoori of.... 


65 


Bottle Blowers' Asso. of tJ. B. and Canada 






66 


Brass and Composition Metal Workers 




7 

100 

8 

1 




* 


Brewery Workmen, National Union 


75 

10 

1 


100 
5 
1 


107 
10 
3 


183 
14 
4 


235 
17 

8 


291 
41 
9 


800 
55 
11 


806 


Brick makers' Alliance, National 


78 


Broommakers' Unionjlnternatlonal 

Brushmakers' International Union 


11 

7 


Building Employes of America, Int. Union of.. 


















8 




16 

200 

8 


16 

200 

5 


16 

200 
5 
9 


18 

200 

7 

12 


20 

200 

13 

18 


26 
400 
25 
20 
10 


32 


31 
23 
24 


45 

1,000 

49 

24 

128 

55 

6 

883 

so! 

26 

* 

10 


50 




1554 


Carriage and Wagon Work**"* 


55 


Carvers' Union, International Wood 


21 


Car Workers, International Association of..... 






102 


Cement Workers 












44 


Chalnmakers' National Union 










2 

321 

5 

200 


4 
339 

6 
250 


6 

347 

■306" 
20 
60 


6 


Clgarmakers' International Union 


280 


268 


266 


270 


406 


Clerks, Order of Railway 


29 


Clerks, International Protective Asso., Retail. 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers, United... 


16 


27 


50 


75 


Clothlngmakers, Special Order of. 














* 


Commercial Telegraphers 














20 


Compressed Air Workers' Union, Intl 
















12 


Coopers' International Union. 





9 

6 

2 

17 


15 
7 
3 

20 


27 
10 
3 
20 


38 
12 
4 
48 


49 

12 

i 

73 


57 

12 

• 6 

115 


72 


71 


Coremakers' International Union.. 


b 


Curtain Operatives, Amalgamated Lace, 

Electrical Workers, International Bro 


2 
13 


6 
188 
21 
142 
* 
9 
143 
48 
21 


6 
210 




22 


Engineers, National Union of Steam 




7 


12 

IS) 


18 

18 

5 

11 


27 

18 

7 

24 


48 
18 
10 
41 


65 

19 

8 

62 


176 


Engineers, Amalgamated Society of. 




* 


Engineers* National Bro. of Coal Hoisting 









Firemen. International Bro. of Stationary 








180 


Freight Handlers and Warehousemen... 








88 


Flour and Cereal Mill Employes 
















21 


Foundry Employes, International Bro. of. 
















10 


Furniture Workers of America, Intl 


11 
5 
















A 


Furriers' Union of U. 8. and Canada 














ft 


tt 
3 


Fur Workers of the U. S. and Canada, Inter- 
national Association of 














Furnace Workers'and Bmelters of America.... 












14 
154 

72 


9 
243 

71 


15 
457 

** 


15 


Garment Workers of America, United 


63 


40 
78 


43 

70 

5 

8 


42 

75 
6 
8 


74 
80 
6 


457 


Glass Workers' Union, Flint 


** 


Glass Flattenen' Asso. of N. A., Window 




J 

6 


Glass Cutters' League of America, Window.... 












Glass Workers' International Asso., Amal. 

Glass House Employes 






2 


8 


7 


20 
6 
9 

3 
3 
94 

85 


Glass Snappers, Window ......... 
















11 


Glove Workers 
















20 


Gold Beaters' Protective Union, National 




6 
2 
46 
60 


6 
2 

46 
60 


6* 

3 
48 
60 






8 
2 

82 
80 


8 


Grinders' National Union, Table Knife 


2 
41 
•0 


2 
59 
60 


2 
70 
78 


8 


Granite Cutters' National Union 


99 


Hatters of North America, United 


85 


Heat, Frost, General Insulators and Asbestos 


7 


Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 
















83 
44 

891 
150 
160 
24 
80 
44 
48 
36 
400 


85 


Horseshoers of United States and Canada. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes 


20 
13 
80 


20 
15 
80 


20 
26 

80 


20 
20 
80 


21 

48 
80 


23 
103 
80 
60 
9 
20 
14 

3 
250 


28 
191 
150 

it 

21 
23 

22 
847 


42 

494 


Iron and 8teel Workers, Amalgamated 


135 


Iron Workers, Bridge and Struct., Intl. Asso.. 


116 


Jewelry Workers' International 










9 


24 


Ladies' Garment Workers, International 










22 


Lathers, Intl. Union of, W. W. and Metal 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods 










6 


59 
46 


Leather Workers of America, Amal 


25 


Longshoremen's Asso. of United States 


40 


50" 


80 


Tab" 


200 


500 
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Organization. 


1896. 
140 


1897. 1896. 


1890. 


1900. 1901. 1 1902. 


1908. 


1904. 


Machinists 1 Union of America. International.. 
Machine Printers and Color Mixers 


140| 100 


136 


225 


825 


865 


488 

4 

87 

12 

"263" 

126 

128 

87 

2,178 

t 

4 

7 

800 

140 

4 

686 


557 
4 

128 

6 

15 


Maintenance of Way Employes, Intl. Bro. of... 




! 








46 
6 

""84" 
66 
84 
48 

1.851 


Marble Workers, International Association of 




1 "" 








Mattress, Spring, and Bedding Workers 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen 




........ 


*'"io' 


"""l7* 
15 

48 


........ 

29 

50 

10 

1,010 


""56" 
45 
56 
21 

1,891 


Metal Workers' Intl. Asso., Amal. Sheet 




844 
158 
128 
96 


Metal Polishers, Buffers and Platers, etc 

Metal Workers 1 International Union, United 


85 


86 


'"42' 


Mine Workers of America, United 


154 
150 

""85 
120 
40 

""50 


140 


160 


4C0 


Miners, Western Federation of. 


2577 
t 
4 

a 


Mine Mgrs. and Assts. Mutual Aid Asso 

Mineral Mine Workers, United 

Moulders' Union of N. A., Iron 


120 
46 


7" 

120 
60 

""43 


6 

150 
60 

'""45" 


6" 

150 

62 

4 

280 


4 

160 

81 

5 

280 


4 
8 

250 

97 

8 

848 


Musicians, American Federation of 


800 


Oil and Gas Well Workers' Union, Intl 

Painters of America, Brotherhood of. 

Paper Box Workers, International Union of... 


220 
4 

607 
12 
88 


Papermakers, United Brotherhood of 




1 
10 


1 
18 


1 
16 


4 
22 


1 
"""8f 


2 
......... 

"lis' 


29 
9 

""65" 
6 

7 
61 


Patternmakera' National League. 


9 


PavingCutters' Union of U. 8. A 


87 
12 
17 
99 

* 

165 
68 


Photo-Engravers' Union of N. A., Intl 

Piano and Organ Workers' Union 

Pilots' Association 

Plumbers, Gas Fitters, 8 team Fitters, etc 




......... 

1 


'"*40" 
] 


""40* 

1 

"""is" 


......... 

1 
""22 


Potters, Stoneware 


1 


Powder and High Explosive Workers 

Potters. National Brotherhood of Operative... 


""29" 


4' 

49 


Potters' National Union of America 


1 
84 


2 

50 


2 

58 
4 


Printing Pressmen, International 


72 
4 


91 
6 


100 
7 


119 
7 


144 
9 
3 

i 

256 

11 

10 

8 

139 

13 

26 

80 

5 

8 

25 

* 

21 
16 
I 
138 
320 
95 
150 
45 
14 

62 
16 
15 
435 
25 
4 


160 
10 
8 

4 

1 


Printers, Plate of U. S. A., National 


Print Cutters 






Printers, Machine Textile 














Quarry men's National Union 






4 i 










Quarrymen's National Union, Slate 


2 


1 


1 










Quarry Workers' International 










26 

6 

800 

8 

2 

3 

201 

14 

84 

65 

7 

8 

26 


Hallway Clerks....'. 














Railway Employes' Amai. Asso., Street. 


40 


28 


so J "so 


85 


48 


98 


Railway Expressmen 


Rubber Workers 

Saw Smiths' Union of America 

Seamen's Union of America, Intl 

Shingle Weavers 


""40* 


""46" 


*"l 

""40 \""lQ 


••" 4 2 


""82 


8" 

99 


Shipwrights 












Shirt, waist, and Laundry Workers 

Slate and Tile Roofers 






, 




21 42 


Slate Quarry men 

Spinners' Association, Cotton Mule 

Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers 


""24" 


••"2 4 " 


....„„. 


*"2T 
2J 


""24* 

18 


""'27 
15 


26 
16 
18 
16 


Stereotypersand Electrotypers' Union of N.A. 
Stove Mounters' International Union 








24 


20 


7 


6 ! 6 


9 


13 


17 

2 

159 

840 

150 

105 

60 

17 

16 

2 

56 

16 

15 

467 

80 

8 


Tack makers 


Tailors' Union of America, Journeymen 


50 


50 


50 


50 
17 
80 
22 
3(1 
S 
17 


73 
47 
80 
34 

21 


93 | 109 

94 1Qfi 


Teamsters, International Brotherhood of. 


Telegraphers, Order of Railroad 








80 
27 
88 
7 
20 


80 
1(6 
44 
11 
21 


Textile Workers of A., National Union of. 

Theatrical Stage Employes, National 


86 
20 


27 
20 


25 

23 
2 


Tile Layers ana Helpers, Intl. Union 


Tin Plate Workers, International Protective.. 






Tip Printers .7 








Tobacco Workers' Union of America 


85 


41 


46 ; 41 


60 




41 
5 
6 

MM 


Trunk and Bag Workers 


Tube Workers of United States and Canada.... 






; 


Typographical Union, International 






289 810 


13 
5 




Upholsterers, International Union of. 


13 1ft 


Watch Case Engravers, International 






1 


6 
8 
2 
2 


4 


Watch Case Makers, International 








Weavers, Amalgamated Association of Web.. 
Wire Weavers' Protective, American 


8 


8 


3 


3 


3 

2 


2 
9 


1 
3 


1 
3 


Wire Drawers of America, Fed. Asso. of. 


4 
26 
61 
200 
10 


5 

S3 

78 

142 

11 


3 
51 
81 
146 
10 


5 

68 
117 
163 

11 




28 

669 
568 
82 


Wood Workem, Awalgamatedr - -. - T 


121 

218 

349 

16 


161 ! 184" 

824 425 

469 678 

21 27 


273 
549 

8i8 
29 


Centrals '. T. 


Locals 


state Branches , 








Total votes of affiliated unions 


2,806 


2,747 


2,881 «-ffli2 fi T* 


8 240 ln WWi 


15,238 


17,863 












W,f w 



•Charter revoked, f Suspended for non-payment of per capita tax. ft Disbanded, a Merged with 
Amalgamated Wood workers. 6 Merged with Iron Molders. e Merged with Operative Potters 
d Merged with Jewelry Workers. ** Withdrew. f^ ^ ^ ^1 ^ 
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BENEFITS PAID TO MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
DURING THE PAST YEAR. 



Organizations. 


Death 
benefits. 


Death 

benefits, 

members 

wives. 


Sick 
benefits. 


Traveling 
benefits. 


Tool in- 
surance. 


Unem- 
ployed 
benefits. 


Bakers and Confectioners 


$650 00 

7,920 00 

715 00 

10,075 00 

15,000 00 

200 00 

190,069 38 

3,341 50 


$450 00 


$4,040 96 

42,860 00 

1,200 00 

88,391 41 








Barbers ..... 








Bill Posters.. 










Boot and Shoe Workers 










Bridge and Struct. Iron Wkrs... 
Building Kniploves 




















Carpenters, Brotherhood 


24,675 00 


75,000 00 
7,225 12 








Carpenters, Amalgamated 




$2,078 76 


$11,655 85 


Cement Workers 




$1,600 00 

55,000 00 

1,000 00 


Cigarmakers 


148,120 00 


6,880 00 


156,000 00 




23,000 00 


Cbainmakers 




Clerks 


10,800 00 
300 00 
775 00 

13,000 00 

2.500 00 

480 20 










Compressed Air Workers 


150 00 
100 00 


900 00 


50 CO 
1,000 00 


494 00 




Curtain Operatives, Lace 




Electrical Workers 








Elevator Constructors. 












Engravers, "Watch Cane 






500 00 
2,084 95 




5,186 00 


Flour and Cereal Mill Empl's... 








13,783 28 


Foundry Employes 


a350 00 

Z*5,000 00 

250 00 

45,500 00 

200 10 

675 00 

13,720 00 

80 00 




2,375 00 
300 00 
500 00 






Freight Handlers.. 


175 00 






1,000 00 


Fur Workers 


350 00 




100 00 


Glass Bottle Blowers..... 








Glass Snappers 




2,500 00 


900 00 




500 00 


Glass Workers, Amalgamated.. 
Granite Cutters 


















Grinders, Table Knife 












Hod Carriers & Bldg Labrs 






1,500 00 






Hatters 


20,000 00 
86,004 75 




""ai,6s6"oo" 






Hotel & Restaurant Empls 

Iron, Steel and Tin Workers 












Jewelry Workers 


800 00 
5,400 00 

4,835 00 

1(10 00 

28,000 00 




1,020 00 








Lathers 










Leather Wkrs. on Horse Goods 




17,470 00 

1.000 00 
60,000 00 


7,703 15 
60 00 






MachinePrlnters&ColorMlxers 






1,200 00 


Machinists 






Marble Worker*.,... 










Mattress, Spring & Bed.Wkrs 






27 00 


393 80 




420 00 


Metal Polls tiers 


9,450 00 

'750 00 
54,400 00 








Metal Workers, Sheet 












Metal Workers, United. 












Molders, Iron 




205,693 25 
1,150 00 






18,708 1^ 


Oil and Gas Well Workers... 










Painters 


100 00 

7,700 00 

075 00 










Paper Box Makers 










Patternmakers 








3,300 00 




Paving Cutters 


525 00 
525 00 








Photo-Engravers.. .. 










Piano and Organ Workers 


5,400 00 

7,200 00 

500 00 

800 00 

13,000 00 

8'tfOO 

13,975 00 


15,380 00 

25,000 00 

25 00 








Plumbers 










Print Cutters 








20 00 


Printers, Machine Textile 










Printing Pressmen 












Quarrv Workers 












Railway Em pi., Street AElec... . 
Shipwrights 




13,984 34 










230 00 
70 00 






Slate Quarry men 












Spinners, Cotton Mule 


900 00 

960 00 

L5C0 00 


250 00 








Stereotypers and Electrotypers. 
Stove Mounters.,.. 




















Tackmakers 


2,3 00 


Tailors 


11,250 00 
2.3CO00 
1,000 00 


100 00 










Tile Layers and Helpers 


2,000 00 
5,944 75 

1,500 00 


1,000 00 






Tobacco Workers 






Travelers' Goods and Leather 
Novelty Workers 










Typographical Union 


38,92.5 00 
300 00 










Weavers, American Wire .... 




626 00 
















Total 


782,382 08 


43.305 00 I 756.762 83 


73,441 90 





a Local union*. 



b Locals. 



Note.— In addition to the benefits paid by the International Unions as above stated, in most 
cases, the local anions attached to internationals expend larger sums in benefits to their members 
than do the parent bodies. As these investigations develop, efforts should be made in the near 
future to obtain this data. 
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INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 

Actors,— Number of strikes, 1; won, 1; number of persons Involved, 1,000. General improvement 
in the conditions of employment of the members in the past ten years. Donations to other 
unions, $2,000. Cost of strike, $1,000. 
Allied Metal Mechanics, International Association of.— No report. 
Asbestos Workers of America.— No report. 

B ikery and Confectionary Workers.— Charters Issued, 85; surrendered, 80. Gain in membership, 
829. Number of strikes, 81; iron, 10 ; pending, 16; lost, 5 ; number of persons involved, 
2,164; benefited, 838; worsted, 100. Total gains in wages, about 15 per cent; total reduction in 
hours, average one-half hour. Gains in other respects, day work in two towns and recogni- 
tion of label in three-fourths of local unions. In the past 10 years hours of labor reduced from 
14 to 10 per day, and wages Increased from $8 to $14 per week. Many places have instituted day 
work for night work. Death benefits, $660; death benefits members' wives, $1,040.96. Dona- 
tions to other unions, $1,826. Cost of strikes, $36,600. 
Barbera.— Charters Issued, 62; surrendered, 14. Gain in membership, 2,858. Reduction in hours 
and gain In all respects. Death benefits, $7,920; sick benefits, $42,860. Donations to other 
unions, $1,150. 
Bill Posters.— Charters issued, 9; gain in membership, 400. Ten per cent Increase in wages for two 

locals. Death benefits, $715; sick benefits, $1,200. Donations to other unions, $600. 
Blacksmiths.— Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 60; gain in membership, 8,500. Number of strikes, 
7; won, 6; compromised, 2; number of persons Involved, 400. Strikes were to maintain wages. 
Gains In other respects, Improved conditions in many cases. General improvement in the 
wages, hours, and working conditions for the members in the past 10 years. Cost of strikes, 
$10,000. 
Blast Furnace Workers.— Number of strikes, 6; won, 4; compromised, 1; pending, 1; number of 
persons involved, 800; benefited, 600. Advantages gained without strikes, 10 per cent increase 
for 100 men. General condition is much improved for the past year, as well as more than 50 
per cent gain in wages for that time. 
Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders.— Charters Issued, 91; surrendered, 66. Gain in membership, 
1,216. Number of strikes, 156; won, 83; compromised, 14; lost, 6; pending, 52. Number of persons 
involved, 8,981; benefited, 8,100; worsted, 800. Total gains in wages, average of 15 cents per hour 
for each member involved. Gains in other respects, better working conditions in many cases. 
Advantages gained without strikes, 13 old contracts renewed. Offers of reductions have been 
resisted successfully except in 15 cases now pending. Twenty to 40 per cent improvement in 
wages and hours in the past 10 years. Cost of strikes, $53,852.48. 
Bookbinders.— No report 

Boot and Shoe Workers.— Charters issued, 27; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 2,372. Number 
of strikes, 4; won, 8; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,700; benefited, 1,425; worsted, 275. 
Five thousand members gained a reduction or one hour per day. General improvement in 
the conditions of the members in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $10,075. Sick benefits, 
$88,891.41. Donations to other unions, $15,000. Cost of strikes, $18,530.67. 
Brewery Workmen.— Charters Issued, 82 local unions and 14 branches; surrendered, 6. Gain in 
membership, 500. Number of strikes, 8; won, 8. Number of persons involved, 950; benefited, 
900; worsted, 50. Total gains in wages, $52,003 per year. Gains in other respects, recognition 
of the union in two cases. Advantages gained without strikes, general advance in wages of 5 
percent for the entire membership. Offers of reductions were resisted with success. Conditions 
of the members have improved 50 per cent in the past 10 years. Total reduction in hours, 
220,000 hours per year on a membership of from 80 to 81,000. Donations to other unions, $23,500. 
Co*t of strikes, $5,600. 
Brick, Tile, and Terra Cotta Workers.— Gain in membership, 1,815. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers.— Charters issued, 12. General increase in wages and reduc- 
tion of hours for the members in the past 10 year*. Death benefits, $15,000. Donations to 
other unions, $100. Cost of strikes, $7,000. 
Broommakers.— Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 28. Number of strikes, 
7 ; won, 2 ; compromised, 1 ; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 172 ; benefited, 100 ; worsted, 
25. Total gains in wages, 10 per cent. Gains In other respects, better shop conditions. Advan- 
tages gained without strikes, 20 locals gained advances in wages. Offers of reductions have 
been resisted, which are still pending. General improvement in the conditions of the mem- 
bers in the past 10 years, 85 per cent increase in wages; shop conditions improved 50 per 
cent. Cost of strikes, $200. 
Brushmakera.— Charters issued, 12. Total gains in wages, 5 to 15 per cent to some locals. 
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Building Employes.— Charters Issued, 18. Death benefits, $200. Donations to other unions, $400. 
88 per cent increase in wages and reduction in hours. 

Carpenters' Brotherhood.— Number of charters issued, 841 ; surrendered, 241. Gain in membership, 
46,868. Number oi strikes, 225 ; won, 220 ; lost, 5. Number of persons involved, 85,000. Offers 
of reductions resisted in all cases successfully. Reduction in hours and increase in wages in 
past 10 years. Death benefits, $190,069.88 ; death benefits members' wives, $24,675 ; sick bene- 
fits, 875,000. Donations to other unions, $102,202.86. Cost of strikes, $80,000. 

Carpenters' Amalgamated. — Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 2. Improvement in the condi- 
tions of the members in the past 10 years, general reduction to eight hour day, many in- 
stances half holiday Saturday, 10 cents per hour increase in wages. Unemployed benefits, 
$11,655.85; sick benefit, $7,225.12; death benefit, $3,841.50; accident benefit, $1,775. Tool 
insurance, $2,078.76. Superannuation benefit, $7,126.50. Grantsjfrom contingent and benevolent 
rand, $1,065. Cost of strikes, $28,794.52. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers.— Charters issued, 21 ; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 625. 
Number of strikes. 8; number of persons involved, 7,000; benefited, 4,000. Total gains in 
wages, $8,000. Total reduction in hours, 8 to 7 hours per week. Gains in other respects, recog- 
nition of the union. Advantages gained without strikes, reduction in hours. Cost of strikes, 
$10,000 to $12,000. 

Carvers, Wood.— No report. 

Car Workers.— Charters issued, 22; surrendered, 54. Number of strikes, 5; won, 1; compromised, 
2; lost, 2. Number of persons Involved, 1,400; benefited, 400; worsted, 600. Total gains in 
wages, 10 per cent. Reduction of 1 hour in a number of shops. Gains in other respects, better 
shop conditions in many places. Advantages gained without strikes, better working condi- 
tions in 90 per cent of shops. Offers of reductions in wages have been resisted successfully in 
many cases. General improvement in wages and working conditions for the members. Cost 
of strikes, $5,000. 

Cement Workers.— Charters issued, 88. Number of strikes, 5; won, 8; compromised, 2. Number of 
persons Involved, 1,000; benefited, 950; worsted, 50. Resistance against reductions, successful 
except In one case. 200 per cent improvement in the conditions of the members in the past 10 
years. Traveling benefits, $1,600. Donations to other unions, $2,000. Cost of strikes, $2,500. 

Chain makers.— Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 324. Number of strikes, 
5; compromised, 2; lost, 3; number of persons Involved, 58; worsted, 68. Reductions were re- 
sisted, resulting in compromise on 5 per cent. Traveling benefits, $1,0G0. Cost of strikes, 
$4,000. 

Cigarmakers.— Charters issued, 15; surrendered, 10. Gain in membership, 2,151. Number of 
strikes, 93; won, 52; compromised, 3; obtained employment elsewhere, 7; lost, 9; pending final 
report, 23. Number of persons involved, 7,572 unionists, 8,080 non-unionists; benefited, 8,494 
unionists, 1,861 non-unionists; worsted, 85. Total gains In wages, 10 to 20 per cent. Total re- 
ductions in hours of labor, eight- hour day since 1886. Gains* in other respects, better shop 
shop conditions. Advantages gained without strikes, over half. Reductions in wages have 
been resisted successfully. General improvement in the conditions of the members in the 
past 10 years, greatly improved condition of health. Death benefits, $148,120. Death benefits 
members' wives, $6,880; sick benefits, $156,000. Traveling benefits, $55,000. Unemployed benefits, 
$23,000. Donations to other unions, $20,000. Cost of strikes, $34,000. 

Clerks.— Charters issued, 130; surrendered, 40. Number of strikes, 8; won, 8. Number of persons in- 
volved, 250; benefited, 250. Total reduction of hours, 7 hours perweek; death benefits, $10,800. 
Donations to other unions, $500. Cost of strikes, $1,200. Advantages gained without strikes, 
reduction of hours. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers.— Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 400. Num- 
ber of strikes, 65; won, 58; lost, 7. Number of persons involved, 894; benefited, 791. Wages 
maintained; reduction in hours, one hour on Saturday. Gains in other respects, legal holi- 
days and union shop. Advantages gained without strikes, about seventy shops settled 
prices; offers of reductions in wages were successfully resisted. Organization formed four years 
ago of three locals, at present consists of 40; 35 per cent gain in wages and recognition of union 
throughout the trade. Cost of strikes, $19,500. 

Commercial Telegraphers.— Charters issued, 32; surrendered, 5; gain in membership, 223. Number 
of strikes, 2; won, 1; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 160; benefited, 50. Gains in 
other respects, recognition of the union. Cost of strikes, $1,000. 

Compressed Air Workers.— Gain in membership, 400. Advantages^gained, good will of employers, 
No reduction in wages offered. General improvement in the conditions of the members in the 
past ten years. Death benefits, $300; death benefits members' wives, $150; sick benefits, 
$900 ; traveling benefits, $50. Tool insurance, $494. Donations to other unions, $225. 
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Coopers.— Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 16. Number of strikes, 28 ; won, 14 ; compromised, 4 ; 
lost, 7. Number of persons Involved, 1,767 ; benefited, 872 ; worsted, 800. Total gains In wages, 
8 per cent. Total reduction in hours, 4 per cent. Attempts to reduce wages have been suc- 
cessfully resisted. Thirty per cent increase in wages and reduction of one hour per day have 
been secured in the past 10 years. Cost of strikes, 16,860. 
Curtain Operatives, Lace.— Gain in membership, 87. Number of strikes, 1 ; compromised, 1. 
Number of persons Involved, 86 ; worsted, 4. Improvement in the conditions of the members 
in the past 10 years. Death benefits, 1775 ; death benefits members' wives, 1100 ; traveling 
benefits, $1,000. Donations to other unions, $50. 
Cutting Die and Cutter Makers' International Union.— No report, 

Electrical Workers.— Charters issued, 70 ; surrendered, 25. Gain in membership, 2,760. Number 
of strikes, 15 ; won, 5; compromised, 7 ; lost, 8. Number of persons involved, 12,000 ; benefited, ■ 
8,000 ; wonted, 4,080. Total reductions in hours, L Advantages gained without strike, many 
agreements reached through arbitration. Death benefits, $13,000. Cost of strikes, $11,001. 
Elevator Constructors.— Charters issued, 2. Gain in membership, 76. Number of strikes, 4 ; com- 
promised, 4. Number of persons involved, 1,296; benefited, 1,206. Total gains in wages, 
$29,200. Advantages gained without strikes, increased wages. Death benefits, $2,600. 
Engineers, Steam.— Charters issued, 46 ; surrendered. 18. Gain in membership, 8,452. Number of 
strikes, 7; lost, 4 ; pending, 8. Number of persons Involved, 918. Advantages gained with- 
out strike, shorter hours and increase in wages. Donations to other unions, $800. Cost of 
strikes, $5,000. 
Engravers, Watch Case.— Number of strikes, 2 ; won, 1 ; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 115 ; 
benefited, 20; worsted, 70. Total gains in wages, 5 per cent. Gains in other respects, bet- 
ter treatment and recognition. Advantages gained without strike, an average of 6 per 
cent increase in wages. Attempt to reduce wages in Chicago was successfully resisted. 
General improvement in the conditions of the members in the past 10 years ; have elevated 
the trade to a higher standing, increased Che wages about twenty per cent and secured better 
consideration for the members. Death benefits, $180.20 ; traveling benefits, $500 ; unemployed 
benefits, $3,186. Donations to other unions, $250. Cost of strikes, $6,186. 
Firemen, Stationary.— Charters issued, 29; surrendered, 10. Number of strikes, 7; won, 5; compro- 
mised, 1 ; lost, 1. Number of persons Involved, 8,200 ; benefited, 8,165 ; worsted, 85. Total gain 
in wages, 5 per cent. Total reduction in hours, over 4,000 work 8 hours instead of 12; 
gained without strike. One reduction in wages of 10 per cent affecting 40 men. Donations to 
other unions, $1,000. Cost of strikes, $7,500. 
Flour and Cereal Mill Employes.— Charters issued, 21 ; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 1 
pending. Number of persons involved, 1,600 ; worsted, 400. One firm signed contract and uses 
label. Advantages gained without strike, eight hour day in three cities ; 15 per cent increase 
in wages in six cities. Traveling benefits, $2,064.95 ; unemployed benefits, $18,788.28. Cost of 
strikes, $19,700.21. 
Foundry Employes.— Charters Issued, 17. Number of strikes, 2; lost, 2. Number of persons 
involved, 47 ; worsted, 47. Attempts to reduce wages have been successfully resisted. Death 
benefits, $850; sick benefl to, $2,875. Donations to other unions, $85. Cost of strikes, $645. The 
foundry employes have in the past 10 years (in places where they are organised) increased 
their pay from $1.15 per day to $2 per day, and In nearly all cases had their hours reduced 
from 10 to 9 per day. 
Freight Handlers and Warehousemen.— Charters issued, 19; surrendered, 25. Number of strikes, 2; 
lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 8,200 ; worsted, 3,200. In the three and a half years of 
existence secured 29% per cent Increase in wages and reduced the hours from 14 to 10. Death 
benefits, $6,000 ; death benefits members' wives, $175 ; sick benefits, $800 ; unemployed benefits, 
$1,000. Donations to other unions, $7,000. Cost of strikes, $8,000. 
Fur Workers.— Charters issued, 9. Total gain In wages, 5 per cent Total reduction in hours, 
from 10 and 9% hour day to 9 and 8% hour day. These concessions gained without strike. 
Death benefits, $250 ; sick benefits, $600; traveling benefits, $360; unemployed benefits, $100. 
Donations to other unions, $100. Gains in other respects, cleaner work rooms and better 
systems. 
Garment Workers, United.— No report. 
Garment Workers, Ladies.— Charters issued, 27. 

Glass Bottle Blowers -Gain in membership, 600. In the past ten years have increased the wages 
for about 2,000 members from 25 to 40 per cent, and marked improvement generally. Death 
benefits, $45,600. Donations to other unions, $8,825. Cost of strikes, $75,0C0. 
Glass House Employes.— Charters surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 48. Number of strikes, 1; 
compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 250. 
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Glass Snappers, Window.— Charters issued, 8. Gain in membership, 284. Number of strikes, 7; won, 
6; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 200; benefited, 200. Total gain in wages, 26% percent. 
Established eight hour day. Nearly all concessions gained without strike. General im- 
provement in conditions of members. Death benefits, $200; sick benefits, $2,500. Traveling 
benefits, $900. Unemployed benefits, $500. Donations to other unions, $250. Cost of strikes, 
$2,000. 

Glass Workers.— Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 8; won, 1; compromised, 8; 
lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 150. Reductions in wages have been 
successfully resisted, but with loss to membership. Have reduced hours to 9 per day, and in- 
creased wages about 15 to 20 per cent in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $575. Cost of 
strikes, $4,945. 

Glove Workers.— Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 6. Number of strikes 8, and 1 lockout ; won, 
1; compromised, 1; lost, 1; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 2,160; benefited, 500; 
worsted, 1,900; 225 in strike pending. Total gains in wages, about $54,000 per year in Chicago. 
Strike won was against reduction in wages. Cost of strikes, $27,000. 

Gold Beaters.— Reductions in wages have been resisted. Seventy-five per cent increase in wages in 
the past 10 years. 

Granite Cutters.— Charters Issued, 8. Gain in membership, 491. Number of strikes, 80; won, 28; 
pending, 1; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 8,000; benefited, 8,560. Total 
gains in wages, 7 per cent Increase in 10 of our branches. Advantages gained without strikes. 
Improved shop regulations. General improvement in the conditions of the members of our 
organization in the past 10 years, working day reduced one hour and wages increased 18 per 
cent. Death benefits, $18,720. Donations to other unions, $3,040. Cost of strikes, $3,120. A 
perplexing question during the year in quite a number of localities has been the overbearing 
actions of shop foremen, who apparently, either bent upon showing the firm their usefulness 
44 at getting work out of men ", or considering it a concomitant of the reduction of the hours 
of labor in our trade a few years ago that workmen should be driven beyond their usual gait, 
resort to methods unbecoming to good workmen, and who in many Instances are disciplined 
by firms when Journeymen carry their grievances through committees to the manager for 
mutual adjustment. The clamor for fast men after an increase of wages or a reduction of 
the daily hours of labor may be looked for, as employers need time to get acquainted with 
the new conditions, and until they do so endeavor to get increased returns by a selection of 
workmen through the cold-blooded theory of " the survival of the fittest", but while work- 
men expect such a condition, they are never in a mood " to be driven " by a fellow workman 
temporarily advanced to the position of foreman, who may consider his chief mission to be 
an effort to drive workmen in an effort to produce a little more each week of their employ- 
ment. More strikes have taken place during the past year in our trade on this account than 
for any other one cause, and in almost each case the offending foreman has again become a 
high private In our ranks and in some instances can witness through different spectacles 
his own objectionable tactics applied by another. 

Grinders, Table Knife.— Secured increase in wages. Death benefits, $80. Donations to other unions, 
$10. 

Hatters.- Number of strikes, 1 ; pending, 1 ; number of persons involved, 500. Reductions in wages 
have been successfully resisted. Improvement in the conditions of the members in the past 
10 years ; hours of labor reduced from 10 to 8, and wages increased 40 per cent. Death 
benefits, $20,OCO. Cost of strikes, $12,000. 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers.— Number of charters issued, 60; surrendered, 4. Gain in mem- 
bership, 288. Total gain in wages, from 81.50 to $2.70; reduction in hours from 9 to 8. Travel- 
ing benefits, $1,500. Donations to other unions by local unions, $5,000. 

Horseshoers.— Number of strikes, 4 ; won, 8 ; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,200 ; 
all benefited. Total gains in wages, about $200 per day. Improvement in the conditions of 
the members in the past 10 years has been most gratifying. Cost of strikes, $10,000. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes.— Charters issued, 135; surrendered, 82; gain in membership 
10,249. Number of strikes, 55; won, 85; compromised, 8; lost, 12. Number of persons in- 
volved, 11,828; benefited, 5,691; worsted, 5,682. Total gains in wages, average 55 cents a week. 
Total reduction In hours, 5 per cent. Gains in other respects, recognition of union and agree- 
ments. Advantages gained without strikes, sanitary Improvements. All attempts to reduce 
wages have been successfully resisted. Steady decrease in working hours during past 10 
years and improved conditions. While the net increase in membership seems small in com- 
parison to the showing made a year ago, the fact that almost 10,000 members were suspended 
for non-compliance with our laws, chiefly in calling unauthorized strikes, would materially 
affect our ratio of Increase and compare favorably with previous year's record. Death bene* 
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fits, 136,004.75; sick benefits, $21,660. Donation* to other unions, $22,815. Cost of strikes, 
$21.3)658. 

Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers.— No report 

Jewelry Workers.— Number of strikes, 1; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 800; 
worsted, 800. Advantages gained without strikes, label put in eight shops. Improve- 
ment in conditions of members during past 10 years, reduction of 1 hour and pay for 
overtime. Death benefits, $500; sick benefits, $1,020. Donations to other unions, $482.75. Cost 
of strikes, $8,240.70. 

Lathers.— Charters issued, 80; surrendered, 29. Gain in membership, 1,582. Improvement in the 
conditions of the members in the past 10 years has been marked in reduction of hours, 
Increased wages, and general welfare of the members. Death benefits, $5,400. 

Laundry Workers.— Charters issued, 84. Number of strikes, 14; won, 5; compromised, 4; lost, 2; 
pending, 8. Number of persons Involved, 248; benefited, 201; worsted, 44. Cost of strikes, 
$3,415.94. Attempts to reduce wages have been resisted, in some cases, with success. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.— Charters Issued, 7; surrendered, 9. Number of strikes, 21; won, 
16; compromised, 2; pending, 6. Number of persons involved, 723; benefited, 1,200. Total gains 
In wages, $98,000; benefited entire Jurisdiction indirectly and striken materially. Total gains 
in reduction of hours of labor, 1 hour in some localities. Advantages gained without strikes, 
5 per cent increase. In the past 10 years have built up an international organization, secured 
recognition and general improved conditions. Death benefits, $4,883; sick benefits, $17,470; 
traveling benefits, $7,708.15. Donations to other unions by locals, $1,800. Cost of strikes, $27,048. 

Leather Workers.— Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 20. Number of strikes, 5; won, 1; lost, 4. Num- 
ber of persons involved, 2,000. Increased wages gained without strike. Attempt was made in 
Chicago to force on members a 10 hour day, but attempt failed. 

Longshoremen.— Charters issued, 118. Gain in membership, 10,000. Offers of reductions in wages 
have been successfully resisted in many localities. Improvement in the conditions of the 
members, 60 per cent advance in wages, 38 per cent reduction in hours, with other Improved 
conditions In the past 10 years. Donations to other unions, $20,000. 

Machine Printers and Color Mixers.— Gain in membership, 29. Advantages gained without strikes, 
17 shops signed contract. Conditions of the members have Improved 50 per cent in lhe past 
10 years. Death benefits, $100; sick benefits, over $1,000; traveling benefits, $60; unemployed 
benefits, $1,200. Donations to other unions, $300. 

Machinists— Charters issued, 117; surrendered, 6; gain in membership, 6,908. Number of strikes, 
202; won, 90; compromised, 60; lost, 25; pending, 27; number of persons involved, 5,000; bene- 
fited, 8,000; worsted, 1,000. Advantages grained without strikes, renewal of old agreements. 
Offers of reductions in hours have been successfully resisted, except in a few cases, where 
compromise was made and 5 per cent reduction was accepted. General improvement in 
conditions of members in past 10 years, 25 per cent in wages; 100,000 men gained one hour re- 
duction without loss of wages. Death benefits, $26,000; sick benefits, $60,000. Donations to 
other unions, $30,000. Cost of strikes, $187,000. 

Maintenance of Way Employees.— No report. 

Marble Workers.— No report. 

Mattress, Spring and Bedding Workers.— Number of strikes, 1; won, 1; persons involved, 75; bene- 
fited, 74; worsted, 1. Total gains in wages, about 15 per cent. Gains in other respects, union 
shop. Advantages gained without strikes, 25 per cent gain in wages. Offers of reductions in 
wages have been resisted successfully in all cases. Improvement in the conditions of the 
members in the past 10 years, healthy workshops, reasonable wages, and shorter hours. Sick 
benefits, $27; traveling benefits, $898.80; unemployed benefits, $420. Donations to other unions, 
$207.75. Cost of strikes, $872. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.— Charters Issued, 34; surrendered 3. Gain in membership, 
9,084. Number of strikes, 17; won, 14; compromised, 2; lost, 1. Number of persons Involved, 
55,000; benefited, 80 per cent; worsted, 20 per cent. Total gain in wages, average 5 per cent in 
some localities. Total reduction in hours, average 1 hour per day in some localities. Gains 
in other respects, improved conditions and better treatment by employers. Advantages 
gained without strikes, shorter hours and steadier time. Cost of strikes, $250,000. 

Metal Polishers.— Charters issued, 28; surrendered, 89. Number of strikes, 25; won, 10; compromised, 
5; lost, 10. Number of persons involved, 1,500; benefited, 500. Attempts to reduce wages have 
y been successfully resisted. Death benefit, $9,450. Cost of strikes, $89,858.40. 

*" Metal Workers, Sheet.— Charters issued, 78; surrendered, 40. Number of strikes, 40; won, 26; com- 
promised, 6; lost, 8. Number ofpersonsiuvol^^d, 8,000; benefited, 2,600; wonted, 600. Members 
employed in the building trades have maintained the improved conditions in all localities. 
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Nearly all have gained the eight hour day and wage scales have been increased from 10 to 40 
per cen t in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $9,500. Cost of strikes, $10,000. 
Metal Workers, United.— Charters issued, 26; surrendered, 15. Gain in membership, 017. Number 
of strikes, 12; won, 9; compromised, 2; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,500; benefited, 
1,200; worsted, 125. Total gain in wages, average 4 percent. Gains in other respects, better 
shop rules. General improvement in hours and wages since 1900. Death benefits, $750. 
Donations to other unions, $1,000. Cost of strikes, $8,000. 
Mine Managers and Assistants.— Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 4. Advantages gained without 

strikes, increased wages and improved conditions* Donations to other unions, $100. 
Mine Workers, United.— Charters Issued, 871; surrendered, 129. Gain in membership, 40,442. Dona- 
tions to other unions, $2,153. Cost of strikes, $880,099.62. 
Molders, Iron.— Charters Issued, 17; surrendered, 14. Number of strikes, 41; won, 11; compro- 
mised, 5; lost, 6. Advantages gained without strikes, prevented a general reduction in the 
wages of stove plate molders, demanded by the foundrymen, by conference. Cost of strikes 
$258,468.52. 
Musicians.— Charters issued, 75; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 8,000. Attempts to reduce 
wages successfully resisted. Increased wages, shorter hours, and improved conditions gen- 
erally in the past 10 years. 
Oil and Gas Well Workers.— Charters issued, 2 ; surrendered, 7. Number of strikes, 1 ; lost, I. 
Number of persons involved, 200 ; worsted, 200. Sick benefits, $1,150. Donations to other 
unions, $100. Cost of strikes, $200. 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers.— Charters issued K 125 ; surrendered, 114. Gain in member- 
ship, 7,050. Number of strikes, 200 ; won, 185; compromised, 50. Number of persons Involved, 
10,000 ; benefited, 90 per cent. Total reduction in hours, 10 per cent. Total gains in wages, 15 
per cent. Gains in other respects, better conditions. Advantages gained without strikes, 
increased wages, shorter hours. General improvement in conditions of the members In past 
10 years. Death benefits, $38,686.26; death benefits members' wives, $9,475. Donations to 
other unions, $17,559.75. 
Paper Box Workers.— Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 161. Advantages 

gained without strike, nine hour day in several shops. Death benefits, $100. 
Papermakers.— Charters issued, 16; surrendered, 3. Number of strikes, 11; won, 2; compromised, 
3; lost, 6. Number of persons involved, 6,000; benefited, 3,000; worsted, 8,000. Total gain 
in wages, 10 per cent Total reduction in hours, 8. Advantages gained without strikes, 8 
hours In three mills. Members have gained 15 per cent increase in wages and reduced work- 
ing hours 7 hours per week in the past 10 years. Donations to other unions, $2,000. Cost 
of strikes, $40,000. 
Patternmakers.— Gain in membership, 765. Sick and death benefits, $7,700. Tool Insurance, 

$3,800. Cost of strikes, $8,000. 
Paving Cutters.— Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 329. Number of 
strikes, 8; won, 2; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 21; benefited, 15. Total reduc- 
tion in hours, 1 hour per day. Gains in other respects, better working conditions. Advant- 
ages gained without strike, 10 per cent increase in wages for 300 men. General Improvement 
in the conditions of the members in the past 10 years. Total gain in wages, a gain of 50 cents 
per thousand for cutting. Death benefits, $675; death benefits members' wives, $525. Cost of 
strikes, $44. 
Photo-Engravers.- Charters issued, 12. Gain in membership, 450. Number of strikes, 4; won. 8; 
compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 57 ; benefited, 54; worsted, 3. Total reduction 
in hours, three strikes for 48 hour week, one for 46% hour week, all gained. Gains in other 
respects, increased wages, pay for overtime, union shop, reduced the number of apprentices. 
Advantages gained without strikes, 12 agreements signed. Material improvement in the 
conditions of the members in the past four years. Death benefits, $525. Cost of strikes, $299.15. 
Piano and Organ Workers.— Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 3,408. Number 
of strikes, 3; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 450; worsted, 58. Advantages gained with- 
out strikes, renewal of agreements. Hours of labor have been reduced and secured about 10 per 
cent increase in wages in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $5,400 sick benefits, $15,880. 
Donations to other unions, $5,C00. Cost of strikes, $28,000. 
Plate Printers, Steel and Copper.— Gain in membership, 117, Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. Number 
of persons involved, 7. The issue was the " open shop." General improvement in the condi- 
tions of the members in the past ten years. 
Plumbers.— Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 12. Gain in membership, 1,884. Number of 
strikes, 153; won, 123; compromised, 8; lost, 6; pending, 18. Number of persons involved, 
two to three hundred in eacn case ; benefited, alL Marked improvements in the conditions 
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of the members in the past 10 years. Death benefits, 17,200 ; sick benefits, 125,000. Cost of 
strikes, $80,000. 

Potters, Operative.— Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 214. Number of 
strikes, 1 ; won, 1. Number of persons involved, 94 ; benefited, 94. Donations to other unions, 
18,500. Cost of strikes, $3,295. 

Powder and High Explosive Workers.— Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 8. General improvement 
in conditions of members in past 10 years. 

Pftnt Cutters.— Gain in membership, 20. Gain in wages in the past 10 years has been from $12 and 

X $11 to $20 per week. Death benefits, $600 ; sick benetfls, $25 ; unemployed benefits, $20. Donations 

to other unions, $820. 

*7 printers, Machine Textile. Gain in membership, 14. Number of strikes, 1 pending. Number of 

% ' persons involved, 28. Voluntary reduction in hours in two shops and unionizing non-union 

shop. Death benefits, $800. 

Printing Pressmen.— Charters issued, 20. Gain in membership, 1,600. Number of strikes, 1 ; lost 1. 
Number of persons involved, 87. Reduction of hours, about 800 secured the eight hour day. 
Advantages gained without strike, 6,000 secured an Increase of 10 per cent. General improve- 
ment in the conditions of the members in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $13,000. Cost of 
strikes, $6,404. 

-Quarry Workers.— Charters issued, 67; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 2,097. Number of 
strikes, 7; won, 6; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 720; benefited, the 
entire membership. Total gains in wages, 10 to 20 per cent per member. Total gains In 
reduction of hours, one hour per day in all localities but one. Gains in other respects, reg- 
ular pay days, wages in cash, union shop. Advantages gained without strikes, eight hour 
day, nine hours' pay, union shop; workday reduced from 10 to 8 hours; wages increased 
about 40 per cent; elimination of truck stores in the past ten years. Death benefits, $850. 
Donations to other unions, $800. Cost of strikes, $8,000. 

•Railroad Telegraphers.— Number of strikes, 2; number of persons involved, 510. Advantages 
gained without strikes, $800,000 per year increase. Offers of reductions have been resisted 
successfully. Average increase $9.50 per month in past 10 years. Cost of strikes, $25,000. 

Railway Clerks.— Charters issued, 21; surrendered, 22. Conditions of members considerably im- 
proved in past 10 years. 

Railway Employes, Street and Electric— Charters issued, 24; surrendered, 16. Gain in membership. 
4,417. Number of strikes, 9; won, 3; compromised, 1; lost, 4; pending, 1. Number of persons 
involved, 2,888; benefited, 2,476; worsted, 284. Death benefits, $13,975; sick benefits, $13,984.34. Re- 
duction from 14 to 9 hour work day. Increase of wages, minimum pay from 14 to 20 cents per 
hour secured in past 10 years. 

Rubber Workers.— Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 7. Number of strikes, 3; lost, 1; compromised, 
1; pending, 1; lockout. Number of persons involved, 1,200; benefited, 50; worsted, 1,000. 

Sawsmlths.— Charters surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 8 ; won, 1 ; compromised, 1 ; lost, 1. 
Number of persons Involved, 25 ; benefited, 20 ; worsted, 5. Attempts to reduce wages have 
been successfully resisted. Material improvement in conditions of the members in the past 
10 years. Increased wages by reason of enforcing an effective apprentice clause. Cost of 
strikes, $2,200. 

Seamen's Union.— Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 6,279. Number of strikes, 1; lockout, 1; 
compromised, 1. |N umber of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 500. Gains in wages, 5 per 
cent. Advantages gained without strike, agreements. General improvement in the condi- 
tions of the members in past ten years. Cost of strikes, $13,000. 

Shingle Weavers' Union.— Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 12. Gain in membership, 87. Number of 
strikes, 5; won, 3; lost, 1; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 900; worsted, 
100. Advantages gained without strikes, unionizing of plants. 50 per cent increase in wages 
in past 10 years. Cost of strikes, $4,000, 

Shipwrights, Joiners, and Caulkers.— Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 6; lock- 
outs, 2. Strikes won, 2; pending, 2; compromised, 3; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,080; 
benefited, 600; worsted, 870. Attempts to reduce wages have been resisted with success in a 
majority of cases; reduction of hours, 1 hour per day. Gains in wages, about 10 per cent. Ad- 
vantages gained without strikes, 9 hour day at Milwaukee, Wis. Traveling benefits, $280. 
Donations to other unions, $217. 

Slate and Tile Roofers of America, International.— No report. 

Slate Quarrymen, Splitters, and Cutters.— Charters Issued, 2. One lockout, lost; number of per- 
sons involved, 16; worsted, 16. Traveling benefits, $70. Donations to other unions, $60. Cost ot 
strikes, $1,500. 

Spinners 1 Association.— Number of strikes, 8; won, 1; pending, 1; lost, 1; number of persons in- 
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volved, 700; benefited, 150; worsted, 18. Advantages gained without strikes, improved con- 
ditions in many cases. General improvement in conditions of members in past 10 years. 
Death benefits, 9900; death benefits members' wives, $260. Cost of strikes, $10,000. 

Stage Employes' International.— Gain in membership, 500. Number of strikes, 20; won, 15; pend- 
ing, 5; number of persona involved, 1,000; benefited, 1,5C0; total gains in wages, 25 to 50 per 
cent. Gains in other respects, absolute recognition; gains without strikes, general recogni- 
tion. Cost of strikes, 18,000. 

Sterotypers and JSlectrotypers.— Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 1; gain in membership, 2^3. Death 
benefits, $960. 

Stove Mounters.— Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 5; gain in membership, 20. Number of strikes, 
2; pending, 2; number of persons involved, 28. Better wages and shorter hours in past 10 
years. Death benefits. $1,500. Cost of strikes, $415. 

Tackmakers.— Lockout, 1; number of persons involved, 86. Unemployed benefits, $2,500. 

Tailors.— Charters issued, 88; surrendered, 16; gain in membership, 2,166. Number of strikes 
24; won, 15; compromised, 8; lost, 6; persons involved, 1,142; benefited, 810; total gains 
in wages, 6 per cent for 840. Advantages gained without strikes, 8,500 members secured ad- 
vance of 6 per cent. Increase of wages, free workshops, and increased general intelligence of 
members in past 10 years. Death benefits, $11,250; death benefits members' wives, $100. 
Donations to other unions, $4,100, approximately. Cost of strikes, $14,815. 

Teamsters.— Charters issued, 121; surrendered, 25; gain in membership, 61,970. Number of strikes, 
87; won, 81; compromised, 1; pending, 8; lost, 2; number of persons involved, 5,741; benefited, 
5,076; worsted , 665. Ten per cent gain of wages. Cost of strikes, $88,120.90. 

Textile Workers of America.— Charters issued, 28; surrendered, 86. Gain in membership 
Number of strikes, 1 pending; number of persons Involved, 25,000. Cost of strikes, $60,000. 

Tile Layers and Helpers.— Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 350. Number 
of 8trlkes,7; won, 5; compromised, 1; lost, 1; number of persons involved in strikes, 805; bene- 
fited, 965; worsted, 80. Total gains in wages, $28,800. Total reduction in hours, 1 local reduced 
hours from 9 to 8, affecting 30 men. Advantages gained without strikes, 4 unions gained good 
increases. General improvement in the conditions of members during past 10 years. Death 
benefits, $2,300; sick benefits, $2,000. Traveling benefits, $1,000. Donations to other unions, 
$500. Cost of strikes, $2,000. 

Tin Plate Workers.— Advantages gained without strikes, improved conditions, making possible a 
greater output with very little more exertion. An attempt to put an 18 per cent reduction in 
wages In effect was resisted, resulting in a compromise on a 5 per cent reduction. For 
the first time in its history, which covers a period of six years, our association was this 
year, like many another one, called upon to accept a reduction in wages. The original de- 
mands ranged as high as 18 per cent. This was fought by us to the very last ditch in a con- 
ference with the American Sheet and Tin Plate Company covering a period of eight duys of 
almost continuous session, the final result being a settlement on a basis of 5 and 3 per cent. 
In view of the bad condition of affairs generally, and particularly In the tin plate business, we 
regarded this settlement as victory for our assoc ation. Had it not been for the influence and 
power of our organization, at least If there bad been'no protection for the employes) as In 
former years, the original demand for 18 per cent would undoubtedly have become effective. 
Since the settlement we have experienced absolutely no difficulty in getting our people to ap- 
preciate that it was the very best that could be done. The advances in wages have ranged 
all the way from 20 to 100 per cent and the Improvements in working conditions have been 
quite as marked. 

Tip Printers.— Number of lockouts, 2; lost. Persons involved, 100; worsted, 100. During the past 
10 years have gained about 40 per cent in wages. Donations to other unions, $600. Cost of 
strikes, $1,000. 

Tobacco Workers.— Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 335. Total gains in 
wages from 7 to 10 per cent. Reduction in hours, agreements for eight, nine, nine and a half 
hour day. Advantages gained without strikes, gains in wages and hours in some instances. 
A general improvement In conditions of members in past 10 years. Death benefits, $1,000; 
sick benefits, $5,944.75. 

Travelers' Goods and Leather Novelty Workers.— Charters Issued, 6 ; surrendered, 1. Number of 
strikes, 8; won, 6; pending, 2. Number of persons involved, 990 ; benefited, 955. Total gains 
in wages, 200 received increase from 5 to 25 per cent. Reduction in hours at Chicago, 330 
gained nine and a half hour day ; St. Louis, 400 gained nine hour day. The firms in New 
York tried logo back to the ten hour day, which attempt was successfully resisted by the 
members there, affecting 300 men. Advantages gained without strikes, some of the smaller 
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locals gained shorter hours and union shop. General improvement in past 10 years. Sick 
benefits, $1,&00. Donations to other unions, $SE0. Cost of strikes, $4,500. 

Tube Workers.— No report. 

Typographical Union.— Charters issued, 60 ; surrendered and suspended, 67. Qain in membership, 
2,344. Number of strikes, 25 ; won, 18 ; pending, 6 ; lost, 6. Numbt r of persons involved, 674; 
reemployed, 481 ; displaced, 141; involved in pending disputes, 62. Death benefits, 988,925. 
Donations to other unions, $500. Paid from defense fund, $73,4£O.20. 

Upholsterers.— Gain in membership, 475. Number of strikes, 8; won, 2; pending, 1. Number of 
persons involved, 120; benefited, 80. Total reduction in hours, one hour per day. Cost of 
strikes, $15,U0. General improvement during past 10 years in conditions of xm mbers. 

Weavers, Elastic Goring.— Attempts to reduce wages have been successfully resisted. Death bene- 
eflts, $100. Donations to other unions, $55. 

Weavers, American Wire.— Gain in membership, 22. Death benefits, $800; sick benefits, $626. Dona- 
tions to other unions, $189. 

Wood Workers.— Number of strikes, 28; won, 10; compromised, 7; lost, 11. Gain in member- 
ship, 1,042. Number of persons involved in strikes, 4,860; benefl ted,|l,2C0; worsted, 8,000. Ad- 
vantages gained without strikes, many agreements, reduction of hours, and Increases in 
wages. Attempts to reduce wages have been resisted with general Buccess. Cost. of strikes, 
$147,977.50. 



UNION LABELS. 



There are now 50 labels and 10 cards issued by the following organizations, which have been 
indorsed by the American Federation of Labor : 



ORGANIZATIONS USING LABKLd. 



American Federation of Labor. 

Bakers and Confectioners. 

Boilermakers. 

Blacksmiths. 

Boot and Shoe Workers. 

Brewery Workers. 

Brlckmakera. 

Broom makers. 

Brush makers. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers. 

Carvers, Wood. 

Cigarmakers. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers. 

Coopers. 

Engravers, Watch case. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes. 

Garment Workers, United. 

Garment Workers, Ladies 1 . 

Glass Bottle Blowers. 

Glass Workers. 



Glove Workers. 

Gold Beaters. 

Hatters. 

Horseshoers. 

Jewelry Workers. 

Lathers. 

Leather Worker?. 

Leather Workers on Horse 

Goods. 
Machine Printers and Color 

M lie re. 
Machinists. 
Metal Polishers. 
Metal Workers, Sheet. 
Molders. 
Painters. 
Papermakers. 
Piano and Organ Workers. 
Plate Printers. * 

Powder Workers. 



Pressmen, Printing. 

Print Cutters. 

Rubber Workers. 

Sawsmiths. 

Shirt, Waist, and Laundry 

Workers. 
Stove Mounters. 
Tailors. 

Textile Workers. 
Tip Printers. 
Tobacco Workers. 
Travelers' Goods and Leather 

Novelty Workers. 
Typographical. 
Upholsterers. 
Weavers, Goring. 
Weavers, Wire. 
Wood Workers. 



ORGANIZATIONS USING CARDS. 



Actors. 
Barbers. 
Clerks. 
Engineers, Steam. 



Firemen, Stationary. 
Hotel A Restaurant Employes. 
Meat Cutters A Butcher Work- 
men. 



Musicians. 

Stage Employes, Theatrical. 

Teamsters. 



The following crafts and callings are using the American Federation of Labor label: Artificial 
Limb Makers, Oostumers, Badge and Lodge Paraphernalia Workers, Baking Powder Workers, 
Bottlers (Soda and Mineral Water), Cigarette Paper Workers, Coffee and Spice Workers, Cloth 
Spongers and Reflnishers, Distillers and Rectifiers, Medicine Workers, Nail (Horse Shoe) Workers 
Neckwear Cutters and Makers, Oyster Workers, Photographic Supply Workers, Salt Workers^ 
Soap Workers, Soda and Mineral Water Workers, Starch Workers, Suspender Makers, Umbrella 
Makers Wine and Liquor Workers. 
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COST OF ORGANIZERS FOR 12 MONTHS, ENDING SEPTEMBER 30,1004. 

The following list of 99 organizers, who were engaged in various States under salaries from 
the American Federation of Labor, shows that there has been expended for organizing work dur- 
ing the past 12 months $88,242.28 against $80,000 during the previous 12 months of 1908, and $28,186.11 
during 1902. 



Name of Organizer. 



1. T. H. Flynn. . 



2. A. E. Ireland 

8. M. Grant Hamilton 

4. J. D. Pierce 

6. Emmet T. Flood 

6. J. J. Keegan 

7. Jacob Tazelaar 

8. Btuart Heid 

9. Henry M. Walker... 

10. Herman Robinson.. 

11. R. Braunschweig.... 

12. Thomas F. Tracy.... 

13. John A. Flett 



14. James Leonard.... 

15. P. H.Strawhun. .. 

16. H. N. Randall 

17. Santiago Iglesias.. 

18. Cal Wyatt 

19. C. W. woodman .. 

20. P. H. Cummins.... 

21. C. F. Davis 

22 J. J. Towey . 



28. C. O. Young. . 

24. Charles J. Duke 

25. Edward L Daley.... 
28. O.P.Smith 

27. James A. Gray 

28. J. H. Nightingale.... 

29. Hugh Frayne 

80. A. C. Cattermull 

81. B. W. Nichols 

82. A. H. Garfield 

88. F. A. Kennedy 

84. W. E. Terry 



86. E. J. Nugent 

86. James FTtzpatriok.. 

87. G. Y. Harry 

88. W. M. Dlnyes 

89. W. F. Habel 

40. E. A. Perkins 

41. F. H. Vanderhoof... 

42. Charles H.Gram 

48. F. E. Modie 

44. Cornelius Ford 

45. R. L. Harper 

46. H. D. Thomas 

47. Henry StreWer 

48. E. E. Smith 

49. BenSchleslnger 

50. Peter Larson 

51. Alex. Rosenthal 

62. M.J.Sullivan 

58. P. J. Cooney 

54. R. E. Currie 

65. F. G. R. Gordon 

56. W. S. Harris 

57. O. E. Barlow 

68. M.Walt 

59. James H. Donnelly 

60. G. 8. Brower 

61. H. Blackmore*.. ...... 

62. Daniel Stamper 

63. James 8ex ton 

64. D. WVRichmond.... 

66. F. C. Wheeler. 

66. W.O.Powell 



State where work was done. 



Amount 
received. 



Pennsylvania. New Jersey, Delaware, New York, Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois 

Missouri, Illinois, Texas. Kansas 

Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Montana, Washington..* 

Missouri. New Jersey M 

Illinois, Missouri, Ohio 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maine, Michigan 

Pennsylvania, New York 

New York, Ohio, Massachusetts, Connecticut; Pennsylvania...! 

Colorado, Pennsylvania, Arkansas, Texas 

New York City .7. 

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, Illinois 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, Washington, D.C., Illinois, Ken- 
tucky- 



Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Massachusetts, New 
York 



Louisiana. Georgia, Florida.. 
Illinois, Missouri „, 



Alabama, Mississippi.. 

Porto Rico 

Pennsylvania, Indiana, Ohio.. 
Texas.. 



Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts.. 

Ohio, Missouri 

Pennsylvania, Ohio 

Washington 

Pennsylvania 

Massachusetts „ 

Indiana 

California 

West Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

Illinois 



Ohio 

Minnesota; Illinois,' Ohio 

Nebraska 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachu- 
setts. New York 

New York 

Illinois 

Oregon 

New York 

Texas w 

Indiana 

Washington 

Oregon, Washington 

Texas 

New York 

Florida 

Ohio 



Ohio, New Jersey 

Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky...* 

New York, Illinois 

Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York.. 

Pennsylvania. 

Massachusetts 

Illinois 

Utah ~ 

Massachusetts. 

Georgia, South Carolina 

Georgia 

Wisconsin, Illinois 

Pennsylvania 

California 

Missouri 

Minnesota, Wisconsin 

New York 

Illinois 

California 

Illinois 



*2,950 00 
2,t* 44 
2,f 82 70 
2,&6 30 
2,429 21 
2,428 90 
2,360 00 
2,350 00 
2,831 00 
2,8(0 00 
2,200 00 

2^00 00 

2,150 00 
2,1(510 
2,046 47 
2,(09 00 
1,986 60 
1.800 00 
1,771 46 
1,766 70 
1,665 00 
1,42120 
1,400 00 
1,86169 
1,266 24 
l,i66 66 
1,260 00 
1,249 98 
1,168 07 
1,185 64 
1,127 68 
1,100 00 
1,04140 

1,040 90 
969 00 
968 40 
887 80 
776 16 
768 90 
762 15 
728 60 
700 00 
680 80 
687 67 
54190 
168 69 
610 86 
480 69 
449 90 
419 90 
410 18 
400 00 
878 61 
860 00 
884 00 
882 80 
292 66 
269 00 
267 75 
267 80 
282 89 
260 85 
280 25 
225 00 
188 90 
174 62 
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Cost of Organizers— Continued. 



Name of Organizer. 



«7. F. H. McCarthy .... 

68. Dudley Van Dyke 

69. Jerome Jones 

70. F. L.RlBt „.... 

71. Charles Neitman .. 

72. J. M. Dlale 

78. Alexander Held.... 

74. W.S.Smith 

75. P. J. Downey 

76. James McMahon.. 

77. William B. Wilson. 

78. Daniel M.Coughlln 

79. W. F. Miller 

80. C. S. O. Boudreault.. 

81. Tito Pacelli 

82. W. H. Gregg 

88. W.H. Mullen 

84. W. J. Clark 

85. Adam Menche 

86. B. Cohen 

87. Samuel Hackett 

88. F. J. Weber 

89. R.M.Ruiz 

90. A. E Lincoln 

91. Jas J Kreutzlnger.. 

92. R. M. Hendrelck 

98. John D. Bruyx 

W. J. P. Hammond 

96. F. F. Benson 

96. W. H.Mumby 

97. E. J.Ratlgan 

98. D. D. Drlscoll 

99. C. J. Latterman 

Paid to dlst. organizers 



State where work was done. 



Massachusetts 

New York, Pennsylvania... 

Georgia 

Ohio 

Wisconsin Mw 

California 

Pennsylvania «. 

California 

New York 

Ohio, Missouri 

Indiana 

New York 

Illinois 

Canada «..^.^^. 

New York 

Illinois 

California. 

Ohio 

Illinois 

Illinois 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

Louisiana 

Massachusetts 

Indiana 

New York 

Pennsylvania 

Indiana 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Washington, D. C 

Massachusetts 

New York 



Amount 
received. 



S169 76 
169 40 
166 56 
158 50 
158 50 
166 50 
158 58 
160 00 
189 00 
186 05 
184 01 
128 00 
125 15 
128 25 
116 47 
115 20 
96 00 
89 88 
8169 
80 00 
79 56 
78 58 
73 45 
72 40 
70 42 
6150 
60 56 
65 00 
58 41 
51 56 
51 50 
51 60 
50 10 
2,872 88 



188,242 28 



DEFENSE FUND. 

The in crease in the defense fund for local trade and federal labor unions from $63,898.40 on 
October 1, 1903, to $31,116.95, October 1, 1904, is most satisfactory when you consider that $15,972, less 
$500 returned, was paid during the year to members on strike in the various unions. The fund is 
ample to support members on strike for an indefinite period. 

The average membership of the local unions has decreased during the past year from 82,800 
to 55,257. This Is due, in part, to the formation of affiliated local unions into nine international 
organizations. There were 852 local unions instructed to Join the newly-formed international 
organizations. 

An unusual number of unions were suspended for non-payment of per capita tax by the three 
months limit being strictly enforced. 

The laws governing the distribution of the defense fund are ample, but I strongly advise 
against amendments which would permit a union chartered less than one year to receive strike 
benefits. The requirement that members of a local union should have a continuous membership 
of one year to be entitled to strike benefits should not be interfered with. If either, or both, of the 
above requirements were amended It would endanger the stability of the defense fund and 
encourage newly-organized unions to enter into hasty and ill-advised strikes. The number of 
strikes this year has been greater than heretofore. ' An unusual number of settlements were made 
through the agency of the paid organizers. The fact that the American Federation of Labor had 
from 25 to 50 organizers in the field during the year resulted in the adjustment of innumerable 
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16 
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10 


360 
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20 
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controversies that would have resulted In strikes and an unusual drain upon the defense fund. 
There has been paid out of the defense fund during the year $15,972 to the following unions : 

Average 
Membership. Weeks. Amount. 

No. 8760, Stablemen's Union, San Francisco, Cal 229 9 $8,192 

No. 7*14, Steel Cabinet Workers, Jamestown, N. Y.... 

No. 10,584, Women Can Workers, Maywood, 111 

No. 8557, Tackmakers, Fair haven. Mass ........... 

No. 10917, Federal Labor Union, Ft. Bragg, Cal 

No. 9069, Japanners and Finishers, Jamestown, N. Y. 
No. 9560, Suspender Makers' Union, New York City- 
No. 9848, Federal Labor Union, New London, Conn... 

No. 9985, Federal Labor Union, Mid vale, Ohio 

No. 9982, Rag Selectors, Chelsea, Mass 

No. 7418, Iron Molders' Helpers, St. Louis, Mo 

No. 10442, Tar, Felt, and Waterproof; Paterson, N. J.. 

No. 7028. Button Workers, Rochester. N. Y 

No. 10284, Laborers Prot Union, Stockton, Cal 

No. 10160, Rock Drillers, Niagara Falls, N. Y 

$15,972 

• The following unions returned $568, which our organizers in charge decided they were not 
Justified in retaining : 

No. 7294, Steel Cabinet Workers, Jamestown, N. Y $288.00 

No. 9069, Japanners and Finishers, Jamestown, N. Y 112.00 

No. 10917, Federal Labor Union, Ft. Bragg, Cal _ 106.00 

No. 10584, Women Can Workers, Maywood, III 86.00 

No. 7028, Button Workers, Rochester, N. Y 24.00 

Total ; $568.60 

CHARTERS REVOKED. 

Coal Hoisting Engineers, International Association of Pilots, Federal Labor Union, No. 7296; 
Hard Floor Layers and Helpers, No. 9075; Tuck Pointers Union, No. 10,382; Tuck Pointers Union, 
No. 10,384; Tuck Pointers and Front Cleaners Union, No. 10,804; Beer Pump Workers' Union, No. 
8671. 

DISBANDED AND SUSPENDED. 

Centrals— Disbanded, 6; suspended, 63. State— Disbanded, l. Locals— Disbanded, 171; 
suspended, 636; ordered to affiliate with international unions, 352. 

THE AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 

The following report of receipts and expenses for the 12 months ending September for the 
American Federation ist show that the receipts exceeded the expenses by $1,989.97. The surplus 
will be greater next year, providing our advertising patronage is equal to what was received this 
year. 

receipts. 

Advertisements « 129,446 89 

Subscriptions 8,198 00 



832,689 89 

EXPENSES. 

Commissions 814,350 84 

Printing "Federationist" 11,578 14 

Salaries 2,711 90 

Postage 785 08 

Washington News Company 445 66 

Printing for "Federation ist" 216 76 

Cuts 183 06 

Attorney's fee 133 ¥6 

Contributions 113 00 

Hauling " FEDERATIONIST " M 66 20 

Clippings 60 00 

Printing Hangers 27 75 

Car tickets M 14 00 

Supplies 9 00 

Stencils and frame 6 88 



Total 80,699 92 

REC APITU L ATION. 

Receipts 82,639 89 

Expenses 30,699 92 

Surplus 1,989 97 
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A resume of the progress made numerically and financially by the American Federation of 
Labor, during the past eight years, can not but encourage the trades unionists in their efforts to 
educate, organize, and federate the wage workers. The growth of the American Federation i.t 
Labor has been phenomenal ; particularly so in many localities. Where organizations spring up 
within a few months, it must be expected that in adjusting the members into unions, the member- 
ship must decrease somewhat from the high water mark which it reached during the time that 
the organization wave held sway. A careful investigation and tabulation of the membership 
of the affiliated organizations of the American Federation of Labor show an increase of over 
one-fifth of a million of members. My report last year showed an average membership of 1,4U~>,800, 
while the average membership this year is 1,676,200, a clear gain of 210,400. A remarkable increase, 
when you consider the number of strikes that have taken place, and the organized effort of the 
citizens' alliances to retard organization and disrupt unions now in existence. 

The following is the average membership reported or paid upon during the past eight years : 

1896. 272,316 

lg7 264,826 

1898 278,016 

1899. 849,422 

1900 548.821 

1901 787.537 

1902 1,024,899 

1908 1,466,800 

1904 1,676,200 

In conclusion, I desire to express my appreciation of the splendid effort put forth by the or- 
ganizers, and the assistance and encouragement received from the officers of international organi- 
zations, and from my colleagues on the Executive Council, during the period that I have served 
as secretary of the American Federation of Labor. 
Respectfully submitted, 

FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary, American Federation ot Labor. 



REPORT OF TREASURER 



To the OtBcera and Delegates ot the Twenty-fourth Annual Convention ot the American Federation ot 
Labor. 

Greeting: In submitting this my fourteenth annual report, I desire to wish you one and 
all a kindly and fraternal greeting. 

The year Just passed has been more than usually trying to the officers and members of trade 
unions. As never before, the opponents of our movement have used all possible means, both .'air 
and unfair, more particularly tbe latter, to defeat our efforts for the betterment of the conditions 
of labor and the wages of the toilers. The press has been very largely used to bring our movement 
into disrepute by charging trade unionists with being murderers, thugs, and general violators of 
law and government. The agitation of employers' organizations and the Business Men's Alli- 
ances for what they term the open shop has been most persistent and unscrupulous. An examina- 
tion of the court records of our nation, state and municipalities will clearly and positively dis- 
prove the charge of lawlessness so often reiterated regarding trade unionists, and we invite all who 
are desirous of knowing the truth to make an examination of the criminal record of our members 
and compare it with that of the non-unionist. We are willing to be Judged by the real facts, not by 
alleged ones that have no foundation in reality. We know the schooling and influence of the trade 
union is elevating morally, socially, and intellectually, and we are sure a fair investigation will so 
prove. 

We do not claim that trade unionists commit no crimes, but we assert that when they do, it 
is because they forget trade union principles and teachings, and temporarily fall back into the lack 
of principle and intelligence which dominates the non-union workers. The open shop of employers 
is a misnomer as well as a deliberate misrepresentation of facts. Our unions do not close the shops 
where they are employed to the honorable non-union workers. All are welcome; our doors are 
closed to no competent, honorable man or woman, and the employers of union labor can not deny 
this statement without stating a deliberate falsehood. The employer can give work to the non- 
unionist at any time, and this they do every day. We hold that when a non-unionist is employed 
by a firm where the union has established tbe conditions of labor, that it then becomes incumbent 
upon such employe to Join the union and at least help to maintain the trade union standard of 
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living, which has been established by our efforts alone. The employers who shout for open shop 
have demonstrated that what they mean Is a shop closed to union men and women. We do not 
stand for a closed shop, as all are welcome, both union and non-union, but we do and will stand 
for the maintenance of union conditions, insisting that all employes help in keeping the standard 
of living and consequent moral and social condition of the working class constantly Improving, 
sure, even though it be slow, and this is possible only in the union shop. And when the non- 
unionist secures employment In a union shop, we insist that they cast their lot with us, not to 
narrow their opportunities or belittle their manhood or womanhood, but to enlarge and magnify 
both. 

While opposition has been keen, there has been consequent growth in the solidarity of our 
movement; despite all efforts to crush the unions, we are numerically stronger today than one 
year ago. No member should be despondent, none should quit the fight, if there is hope for the 
future, and who, with knowledge of the past achievements, can doubt it, that hope lies in the 
success of organized labor, the only element of substantial strength engaged in the work of ame- 
lioration of the conditions of the workers. 

To the members of the Executive Council I extend my regards for their uniform and con- 
tinued kindness and confidence so often made manifest toward myself, and to all members of our 
great army of peace in the trade union. I am under obligations that words fail to give even a 
remote expression of. To you, one and all, I say, be of good cheer; the days to come will surely be 
brighter in the main than the ones behind, if we are true to the principles of the trade union. 

Below I give a statement of the finances of the Federation as covered by the work of the 
treasurer for the past year : 



Balance October 1, 1908 $84,013 12 

Receipts for October, 1908 81,778 86 

" " November, 1903 18,914 07 

" " December, 1903 18,155 67 

" " January, 1904 19,379 75 

" February. 1904 16,521 59 

" " March, 1901 19,626 44 

♦« " April. 1904 15.892 38 

" •• May, 1904 18,543 87 

«• •• Jane, 1904 I3,4«6 44 

«• •« July, 1904 10,706 45 

" " August, 1904 17,906 44 

" " September, 1904 25,604 61 



9805,009 09 



Warrants paid October, 1908 $18,080 61 

" November, 1908 14,472 66 

" " December. 1908 19,449 86 

" " January, 1904 13,728 07 

" •• February, 1904 16,342 89 

" March, 1904 21.610 88 

" " April, 1904 18,187 26 

" " May, 1904 17,834 08 

" " June, 1904 15,361 08 

" •• July, 1904 20,342 96 

" " August, 1904 14,101 00 

•• September, 1904 14,680 12 

$208,991 16 



Total funds $305,009 09 

Total expenses.. 208,991 15 

Balance in hands of treasurer 101,017 94 

Cash in hands of secretary — 2,000 00 

Total funds 108,017 94 



The funds under the control of the treasurer are deposited as follows in Bloomlngton, 111., 
banks: 

Six certificates of $5,003 each. Third National Bank $30,000 00 

Six certificates of $5,000 each, McLean County Bank — 80,000 00 

Two certificates of $5,000 each, German-American Bank 10,000 00 

Two certificates of $5,000 each, Corn Belt Bank 10,000 00 

Open account, State National Bank 16,387 98 

Open account Third National Bank 4,629 96 

Total $101,017 94 

The sixteen certificates, amounting to eighty thousand dollars, are held by President 

Gompers subject to order of the Executive Council, and can not be cached except upon their order 

with the indorsement of the president and treasurer. The open accounts are subjeoc to check of 

the treasurer. The treasurer's bonds are for $25,000, iSRned by one of the leading barety companies. 

Fraternally yours, 

(Signed) JOHN B. LENNON, 

Treasurer. 



Bloomlngton, 111., October 1, 1904. 
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SECOND DAY— Morning Session, 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 o'clock A. M., Tuesday, November 15th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Slocum, 
Kemper. Priestersbach, Hank, Brady, 
Macfarlane, Gengenbach, Barnes, O'Brien 
(J. R.), Nelson, Feeney, Jacoby, Wilson 
(H. H.), Farrell, Lawlor, Maher, Smith 
(J. W.), Wtfrner, Ireland, Lynch (E. J.), 
.Downey, Pattison, Ryan (W. D.), Finan, 
Mason, Wilson (James), Cain, Dix, Dinan, 
Sauer, Quick, Ramsay, Cornelius, Ma- 
loney (P.), Powell Fischer, Mc Andrews, 
Foster, Berger, Morgan, Triplets Han- 
raty, Ryder, Parks, Husted, Gallmann, 
Smith (J. T.), Cohen (B.), Michel, Bren- 
nan, Brown, Morris, Lock, Harris, Lav- 
ery, (J. A.), Ward, Walker, Dunn (J. P.), 
Hepp, Woodmansee, Owens, Roberts, 
Leavitt, Payne, O'Shea, Ryan (John), 
Morris, Burke, Coffey, Dunn (J. P.), Pat- 
terson, Edmonson, Catania, McCaslln, 
Bailey, Hinton, Bricker, Plllsbury, Keefe 
(M. O.), Damozonio, Dale, Schilling, Mein- 
ert, Dowd. 

On motion of Delegate Hart the read- 
ing of the minutes of the previous day's 
sessions was dispensed with. 

Delegate L. A. Tanquary of the Com- 
mittee on Rules and Order of Business 
read the following report: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 
AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Rule 1— The Convention shall be called 
to order at 9 A. M., adjourn at noon, to 
reassemble at 2 P. M., and to continue in 
session until 5:30 P. M. 

Rule 2— If a delegate, while speaking, 
be called to order, he shall, at the request 
of the chair, announce his name and or- 
ganization he represents. 

Rule 3— Should two or more members 
rise to speak at the same time, the chair 
shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4— No delegate shall Interrupt an- 
other in his remarks, unless it shall be 
to call him to a point of order. 

Rule 5— If a delegate, while speaking, 
be called to order, he shall at the request 
of the chair take his seat until the ques- 
tion of order is determined, when, if per- 
mitted, he may proceed again. 

Rule 6— A delegate shall not speak more 
than once on the same subject or ques- 
tion, until all who wish to speak have 
had an opportunity to do so, nor more 
than twice without permission from the 
Convention, nor any longer than ten min- 
utes at a time without permission. 



Rule 7— A question shall not be subject 
to debate until it has been seconded and 
stated from the chair, and it shall be re- 
duced to writing at the request of five 
members. 

Rule 8— When a question is before the 
Convention no motion shall be in order, 
except to adjourn, to refer, for the 
previous question, to postpone indefi- 
nitely, to postpone for a certain time, to 
divide or amend, which motions shall 
severally have precedence in the order 
named. 

Rule 9— A motion to lay on the table 
shall be put without debate. 

Rule 10— A motion for a reconsideration 
shall not be entertained unless made by 
a delegate who voted in the majority, and 
shall require a majority vote. 

Rule 11— Any delegate not presenting a 
card within thirty minutes after Conven- 
tion is called to order, shall be marked 
absent; but in the event of being una- 
voidably absent, shall have the privilege 
of reporting to the Secretary. 

Rule 12— The previous question can only 
be put when called for by at least twelve 
members. 

•Rule 13— Before a resolution is received 
by the chair for reference to a committee 
it shall bear the signature of the dele- 
gate introducing it, with the title of his 
union. 

Rule 14— No motion or resolution shall 
be finally passed without opportunity to 
speak is afforded the delegate making or 
introducing the same. 

Rule 15— No resolution shall be received 
after Thursday's session, November 17, 
without unanimous consent. 

Rule 16— All questions not herein pro- 
vided shall be decided according to Rob- 
erts' Manual. 

Rule 17— The main body of the hall to 
be reserved for delegates. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Reading Minutes of Previous Ses- 
sion. 

2. Report of Committee on Credentials. 

3. Reports of Officers. 

4. Reports of Regular Committees. 

5. Reports of Special Committees. 

6. Unfinished Business. 

7. New Business. 

8. Election of Officers. 

9. Good of the Federation. 
10. Adjournment. 

Order of Business No. 1 to be dispensed 
with unless called for. Any alteration or 
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correction shall be made to the Secretary 
in writing. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

F. A. TANQUARY, Chairman, 

J. P. MURPHY, 

B. B. ROSENTHAL, 

ISADOR JACOBY, 

MARTIN McGRAU, 

T. J. DUFFY, 

JOHN FITZPATRICK. 

JOHN CLARK, 

JAS. A. SULLIVAN, 

PATRICK MALONEY, 

ANTHONY McGRAW. 

It was moved by Treasurer Lennon, and 
duly seconded, that the report of the 
committee be approved and the rules 
adopted. 

Delegate Frank Duffy of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters objected to 
holding two sessions on Saturday. He 
stated that the rank and file of fhe labor 
organizations advocated a half-holiday on 
Saturday, and that most of the inter- 
national headquarters were closed on 
Saturday afternoon. Mr. DufTy offered 
as an amendment to the motion the fol- 
lowing: That for the first five days of 
the week two sessions a day be held, and 
on Saturday but one session, from 9 to 
12, be held. (Seconded.) 

Delegate O'Connell spoke in opposition 
to the amendment. 

The amendment was voted on and lost. 

Delegate T. M. Guerin asked what pro- 
vision had been made in regard to hold- 
ing night sessions. President Gompers re- 
plied that no provision had been made by 
the committee. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then voted on and car- 
ried. 

President Gompers: The chair desires 
to bring a matter to the attention of the 
Convention which I believe will be 
greeted with a great deal of pleasure. 
Brother Max Morris handed to me this 
morning a dispatch from Denver, Colo., 
in which it is shown that notices were 
posted at the mills of the five big mines 
of the Tellurlde district last night that 
in the future the eight-hour day would 
prevail in the mills. The plants con- 
cerned are those of the Smuggler-Union, 
Liberty Bell, Tom Boy. Nellie and Alta. 
It was the demand for this concessison 
in the mills in the State of Colorado that 
precipitated the strike in the mills and 
mines. f The minimum wage promised un- 
der the new arrangement is three dollars 
a day. At one time the Western Federa- 



tion of Miners offered to accept $2.75 for 
an eight-hour day. While no authorized 
announcement to the effect has yet been 
made, the general opinion is that under 
the new order no discrimination will be 
made against the employment of union 
men. 

I think this is one of the indications 
verifying the claim of organized labor 
that, despite a set-back here and there 
which may occur, the future is ours. 
There is no escape from the beneficent 
influences of a movement founded upon 
the well being and the welfare of the 
working people, and of all the people. 
It seemed to me this information should 
be formally presented to this Convention. 

The remarks of President Gompers were 
deceived with applause, and on motion of « 
Delegate Gilthorpe were ordered made a 
part of the printed proceedings of the 
Convention. 

Delegate D. A. Carey of the Committee 
on President's Report made the following 
preliminary report: 

To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen: Your Committee on Presi- 
dent's Address beg to submit the follow- 
ing partial report: 

First— That we endorse that part of the 
President's Address in the appointment of 
a special committee to confer with the 
officers of the Typographical Union on 
the eight-hour work day, but that a spe- 
cial committee be appointed by this con- 
vention to give the subject matter con- 
sideration; that the committee should 
consult with the officers and representa- 
tives of the International Typographical 
Union during the Convention and report 
thereto before adjournment; that either 
that committee or another committee be 
authorized to be appointed for purpose of 
co-operating with the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor and 
the officers of the Typographical Union, 
so that the best possible aid can be ren- 
dered to our fellow-workers In the great 
movement that they have undertaken and 
in which they have the hopes, wishes, 
prayers and co-operation of every one 
interested in the welfare of the human 
family and the progress and civilization 
of our people. 

Second— That that part of the report 
dealing with the defense fund be referred 
to the Committee on Laws. 

The defense fund has been of vast ben- 
efit to our directly affiliated unions, not 
only in sustaining our members in any 
difficulty, but particularly in preventing 
employers' attacks. The realization that 
the men of organized labor have a defense 
fund which can be concentrated upon any 
given point to protect the rights and in- 
terests of our fellow-workers has had a 
palpable and beneficent effect. 
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Experience has shown that our present 
law upon this subject is somewhat de- 
fective, and which it has been necessary 
by administrative acts tojovercome. I 
suggest, however, that they be remedied 
by their legal enactment into our con- 
stitution, and therefore recommend the 
adoption of the following changes and 
amendments: 

Article 13, Section I: Strike out the en- 
tire section and substitute the following: 

"The moneys of the defense fund shall 
be drawn only to sustain strikes or lock- 
outs of local trade and federal labor un- 
ions when such strikes or lockouts are 
authorized, endorsed and conducted in 
conformity with the following provisions 
of this article." 

Section 2: Amend the last clause so as 
to read as follows: 

"Unless the strike or lockout shall have 
been authorized and approved by the 
President and the Executive Council," 
etc. 

Secticn 3: Amend the first clause so as 
to read as follows: 

"When a strike has been authorized 
and approved by the President and the 
Executive Council," etc. 

Section 3: Amend the two last clauses 
so as, to read: 

"The president of a local union shall 
Immediately notify the President of the 
American Federation of Labor of the 
cause of the matter in dispute; what the 
wages, hours and conditions of labor then 
are; what advances, if any, are sought; 
what reductions are offered, if any; state 
the number employed and unemployed; 
the state of trade generally in the locality 
and the number of persons involved, 
union and non-union. Also the number 
of members who would become entitled 
to the benefits herein provided should the 
application be authorized and approved." 

Section 6: Strike out the words "any 
member refusing work while on strike 
shall not be entitled to any benefits," and 
substitute the following: 

"Any member refusing other work 
while on strike (providing said work is 
not in conflict with labor's interests) 
shall not be entitled to any benefits." 

Section 9: Between the words "paid" 
and "and" add the following: 

"Furnishing individual receipts to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor from all members to whom such 
benefits have been paid." 

Third— That section of President's re- 
port dealing with Women's Label League 
be referred to the Committee on Labels. 

WOMEN'S LABEL LEAGUE. 

For some time past correspondence has 
been had with some of the representa- 
tives of the Women's International Union 
Label League. The opinion expressed by 
some of its officials is to the effect that 
much better results could be accom- 
plished in the interests of the working 
people if the organization were remodeled 
and: its purposes directed as the following 
suggested title would imply: "Women's 
Auxiliary International Union of Amer- 
ica." We cordially attest our apprecia- 



tion of the splendid work performed by 
the existing organization, but if it shall 
be manifest to the women who sympa- 
thize and who are co-operating with us 
to advance the interests of labor that a 
change of programme or of detail and 
of title is prompted by their judgment 
and experience, and that a change of 
title should be made, surely they will 
meet with our hearty approval and en- 
dorsement, and that we will in turn do 
what lies in our power to make their 
efforts and their organization most ef- 
fective. 
Respectfully submitted, 

A. FURUSETH, Chairman. 

H. C. BARTER, 

CHAS. W. PETRY, 

WM. S. SMITH. 

H. W. SHERMAN, 

.T. F. TRACY, 

COLLIS LOVELY. 

Delegate Lee M. Hart moved the adop- 
tion of the report of the committee. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 

President Gompers— Vice-President ' Jas. 
Duncan will read the report of the Exec- 
utive Council. Such parts of the report 
as require action at the hands of this 
Convention will be referred to the various 
committees, and the Convention so no- 
tified. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL REPORT. 



SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., 

November 14, 1904. 

Officers and Delegates of the Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor — 
Greeting: 

In conformity with custom 
and our duty, we herewith submit to 
you a report of the Executive Council 
covering such subjects as have had our 
consideration and action. 

The Executive Council has held six 
meetings during the year — one in Bos- 
ton Immediately after the close of the 
Convention there; the second at A. F. 
of L. headquarters, Washington, D. C; 
the third at Denver, Colo.; the fourth 
at A. F. of L. headquarters, Washing- 
ton, D. C; the fifth on the train from 
Chicago to San Francisco; the sixth in 
San Francisco. 

In this city we shall hold such meet- 
ings during the Convention as may be 
essential to consider matters which 
may be referred to us, but we should 
prefer that all matters which have no 
direct bearing upon the present Con- 
vention should be deferred until a 
meeting which we shall have immedi- 
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ately after the close of the Conven- 
tion's deliberations. 

In all, the Executive Council has de- 
voted twenty days in joint meeting- to 
the consideration of the subject matter 
before us. In a few instances unfinished 
business was referred to the Wash- 
ington resident members of the Exec- 
utive Council, Messrs. Gompers, Dun- 
can, O'Connell and Morrison, to deter- 
mine questions of importance, of 
course subject to the ratification of the 
entire Executive Council. 

Much of the work was necessarily 
transacted by correspondence through 
the mails and by telegraph,' since it 
would be a financial and practical im- 
possibility for the Executive Council 
to be in continuous daily session 
throughout the year. 

In all, 115 circular letters were sub- 
mitted to the Executive Council dur- 
ing the year, and action taken thereon. 

In compliance with the instruction 
of the Boston Convention to hold a 
meeting west of the Missouri River, one 
was held in Denver, Colo., in April. 

ORGANIZATION. 

It is a matter of gratification that 
the reports of our officers and of all 
affiliated unions show that though we 
have had to contend against greater 
opposition and antagonism, yet the 
movement of organized labor has with 
the slightest recession for a very brief 
period, fully maintained its own, and 
has made considerable progress. De- 
tailed statements in regard to these 
matters have already been submitted 
to you in the reports of the President 
and Secretary. 

Complying with your instructions, as 
well as following the bent of our own 
desires for greater unity among the 
wage-earners of our country, every ef- 
fort has been made among the unor- 
ganized to bring them within the be- 
neficent fold of the trade union move- 
ment, and to unite and federate the 
already organized workers. We ap- 
pointed committees and divided our- 
selves into such committees to appear 
at some of the conventions of unaffili- 
ated internationals, the sum total of 
all of which has already brought good 
results and will, in the no distant fu- 
ture, bring its full fruition. 

It is a regrettable fact that there 



are any international unions unaffili- 
ated to the American Federation of 
Labor. It is true that there are but 
few, but that there should even be one 
unaffiliated does not lessen our cause 
for regret; for there is not one tan- 
gible, good reason for remaining aloof 
from the family of trade unions, upon 
the broad platform of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The American Federation of Labor 
has not only demonstrated its right to 
existence, but its constantly increasing 
achievements and power for good en- 
title it to the good will and confidence of 
the people, and particularly the work- 
ing people of our continent. Organized 
in 1881, it has ever since, without devi- 
ation, served the cause of labor. It is 
the first general federated movement 
of America's workers that has not de- 
teriorated, or been destroyed, or di- 
verted into Improper channels or to im- 
proper purposes. Its life has been of 
vast use and great advantage to the 
cause of labor, and can be made im- 
measurably more so by still greater 
unity and federation with the resultant 
increase in numbers, influence and the 
added intelligence of the yet unaffili- 
ated organizations. We therefore 
earnestly recommend that the efforts 
to organize the yet unorganized, to af- 
filiate the yet unaffiliated, be renewed 
and continued. 

To the full limit of our financial re- 
sources we have placed organizers in 
the field who have energetically and 
intelligently fulfilled their mission, and 
we stand committed to the continuance 
of this policy. 

JURISDICTION DISPUTES AND CON- 
FERENCES. 
Pursuant to the instructions of the 
Boston Convention, a conference of rep- 
resentatives of the various machinery 
and iron trades unions was held at 
Washington, where President Gompers, 
Vice-President Duncan and Secretary 
Morrison represented the American 
Federation of Labor, the purpose being 
to determine the "line of demarkation" 
of the various unions' jurisdiction. 
Each of the organizations made its 
respective claim to jurisdiction: and 
by reason of an enlightened spirit of 
the organizations' representatives, a 
number of claims were immediately 
satisfactorily adjusted, while in other 
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cases agreement was impossible. For 
convenience, a copy of the report of 
this conference is submitted herewith, 
although not forming- part hereof. 
Further conferences were arranged and 
held, the result of one, the Allied Metal 
Mechanics and Machinists, already hav- 
ing been referred to in this report. 

Being unable to Anally determine the 
line of demarkation of the Jurisdiction 
between the Brotherhood of Boiler- 
Makers and Iron Ship Builders and the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers' 
International Union, Vice-Presidents 
Duncan, O'Connell and Spencer were 
appointed as a committee to make per- 
sonal investigation and study of build- 
ings and structures of all kinds regard- 
ing the matters in dispute. The com- 
mittee fulfilled its duties and submitted 
a report containing its findings in the 
following language: 

First: Smokestacks are awarded to 
the Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Ship Builders of America. 

Second: Gasometers, steam, air, gas 
or water-tight tank work, with the 
frame work to the coping of the outer 
tank, Is awarded to the Brotherhood 
of Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Build- 
ers of America, and the guide frame 
work above the coping of the outer 
tank is awarded to the International As- 
sociation of Bridge and Structural Iron 
"Workers. 

Third: Erection of rib, girder and 
angle iron work in connection with 
coal hoppers and ash chutes in build- 
ings is awarded to the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers. 

Fourth: Assembling and erection of 
the frame and plates on safety deposit 
vaults is awarded to the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers. 

The findings of the committee were 
ratified by the Executive Council, but 
we cannot say that they have given 
entire satisfaction or that they have 
been fully enforced by the organiza- 
tions in interest. 

In the dispute between the United 
Metal Workers and the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers, several con- 
ferences were held, at which President 
Oompers, Vice-President O'Connell and 
Secretary Morrison participated, and 
subsequently Vice-President Spencer 



and Mr. John A. Flett were selected as 
the representatives of the Executive 
Council to determine the questions at 
issue between these organizations. The 
conference was held at Toronto, Can- 
ada, in connection with the Convention 
of the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers, and Mr. Flett was for that 
reason selected by the Executive Coun- 
cil as Mr. Spencer's associate. The report 
of this committee is as follows: 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
vs. United Metal Workers. 

September 29, 1904. 

To the Officers and Members of the 
Executive Council, A. F. of L..: 

Greeting: In accordance with the in- 
structions issued by the late Washing- 
ton meeting of the Executive Council 
the undersigned attended the joint 
conference of the representatives of 
the United Metal Workers and the In- 
ternational Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers in the city of Toronto during 
the Convention of the latter organiza- 
tion, as directed by the adjourned New 
York conference. 

There were present Brothers Frank 
Buchanan, Geo. Warner, A. E. Clancy, 
representing the Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers; Brothers Charles 
Kirkpatrick and F. W. Marker, repre- 
senting the United Metal Workers, and 
Brothers Wm. J. Spencer and John A. 
Flett, representing the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Brother John A. Flett was chosen 
Chairman and Wm. J. Spencer Secre- 
tary. 

A series of meeting were held at 
which the dispute in question was ex- 
haustively discussed; but it was quite 
obvious from the opening of the con- 
ference that no amicable settlement 
could be arrived at, and at the sugges- 
tion of Brother Kirkpatrick the first 
meeting adjourned to give the Iron 
Workers an opportunity to pass Judg- 
ment upon the advisability of retain- 
ing the Inside shop men In the Inter- 
national Union, Brother Kirkpatrick 
stating that he would prefer to have 
the Convention decide rather than the 
committee as he thought it unfair to 
ask the representatives of the Federa- 
tion make a decision. 
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At the convening- of the second 
meeting: the Chair asked what action 
had been taken by the Convention on 
the question referred to it, and was 
informed that Brother Kirkpatrick had 
appeared before the Convention and 
addressed the delegates upon the ad- 
visability of making a working agree- 
ment along the lines submitted by him 
to the Denver meeting and which he 
explained at length, and at his con- 
clusion the convention endorsed their 
previous action in claiming Jurisdic- 
tion over the Inside shop men, there 
being but eleven votes in the nega- 
tive. 

After a very lengthy, and at times 
heated discussion, Brother Buchanan 
moved that claim No. 4 of tne j*ndge 
and Structural Iron Workers be con- 
ceded to the International Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers. 

A division was called for, and re- 
sulted in a tie, your representatives re- 
serving their decision until the testi- 
mony and minutes of the previous 
meetings were more fully considered. 

Upon a review of the data in our 
possession, your committee finds that 
a joint conference was held in Wash- 
ington June 27-29, 1904, in answer to 
the following call: 

"In the dispute as to Jurisdiction in 
the Metal Trades, especially as be- 
tween the Allied Metal Mechanics and 
the United Metal Workers, the Execu- 
tive Council of the A. F. of L. hereby 
decides that on or before July 15, 1904, 
a conference shall be held composed of 
two delegates from each of the follow- 
ing organisations: Machinists, Struc- 
tural Iron Workers, Metal Polishers, 
Allied Metal Mechanics, United Metal 
Workers and the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. Said conference shall 
assign to each of the first three unions 
all persons now members of the Al- 
lied Metal Mechanics and United Metal 
Workers, eligible to membership 
therein, and shall unite in one Inter- 
national Union all members of the Al- 
lied Metal Mechanics and United Metal 
Workers not eligible to membership in 
the other unions named, and said con- 
ference shall clearly define the juris- 
diction of the Amalgamated Union so 
formed. Any union declining to take 
part in said conference or refusing to 
abide by its decision shall forfeit its 
cnarter forthwith." 



At this conference) the claims of 
Jurisdiction of the Machinists, Metal 
Polishers and Iron Workers were sub- 
mitted and acted upon. The only dis- 
pute over the claim of the Structural 
Iron Workers occurred over the claim 
No. 4 which reads: 

"All work in the assembling shops 
of ornamental or bridge and structural 
iron works, whether iron, cast iron or 
steeL" 

Despite the objection of the Metal 
Workers, the conference conceded the 
work In question to the Iron Workers, 
without any reservation, nor did they 
reconsider their action when they sub- 
sequently referred the matter to a 
future conference of representatives 
of both organisations at the sugges- 
tion of Vice-President O'Connell, and 
authorized the following motion: 

"Secretary Morrison moved that 
within thirty days a conference be ar- 
ranged between the representatives of 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers and the representatives of the 
United Metal Workers, the representa- 
tives of both organizations to be pri- 
marily constituted of the members 
who work in the assembling shops of 
ornamental or bridge and structural 
iron works, with full power to deter- 
mine as to the best course to pursue 
to promote and protect the best In- 
terests of the men as well as the two 
organizations at interest." 

It evidently was not the Intention 
of the Washington conference to di- 
gress from the original object as 
stated in the "call," for on motion of 
Vice-President O'Connell, the "future 
consideration of the subject of the 
Jurisdiction of the Allied Metal Me- 
chanics and the United Metal Workers, 
and the amalgamation of the two 
bodies be postponed to a time not 
exceeding ninety days," shows that it 
was the intention to follow out the 
plan as outlined in the "call" as soon 
as the matter under consideration had 
been disposed of by the committees. 

Nor did the subsequent conference 
in New York change the attitude of 
the parties in interest, for the inside 
men there professed their desire to 
remain in the Structural Iron Workers, 
and in the opinion of your committee 
tHe intention of that conference ad- 
journing was clearly to get the feel- 
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ing of the Iron Workers' organisation 
as to whether they would relinquish 
their claim upon the inside men. 

A review of the minutes of the 
various meetings and the testimony 
taken Impressed upon your commit- 
tee with the necessity of keeping the 
inside men and the outside men in one 
organisation, if possible, and we there- 
upon addressed both parties as to 
whether they would be willing to adopt 
and accept a form of organisation 
similar to that of the International 
Typographical Union and the German 
Typographia. 

We were impelled to do this by the 
reluctance of the Metal Workers to be 
absorbed by the Iron Workers, and 
by the latter agreeing that the in- 
side men should have the right to 
autonomy in a very liberal measure. 

While differing in detail, both 
parties expressed a willingness to ac- 
cept such a plan in principle, and we 
are of the opinion that this is about 
the only plan that could be worked out 
to the mutual satisfaction of the 
parties in interest. 

Your committee is, therefore, of the 
opinion that since each organisation 
has a membership that can perform 
the work of the other that both should 
be organized in one body, as intended 
by the original "call," and we recom- 
mend that the Executive Council urge 
the acceptance of a plan of organisa- 
tion that will preserve the autonomy 
of the inside shop men, under the In- 
ternational Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers. After mature consideration 
we believe that the above recom- 
mendation will preserve and promote 
the best interests of the men involved. 
Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WM. J. SPENCER, 
JOHN A. FLETT. 

The findings of this committee have 
been approved by us, and in accord- 
ance with the instructions 01 the Bos- 
ton Convention to determine "the line 
of demarcation," stand as the decision 
\ of the American Federation of Labor. 

After conference, and no agreement 
being had, the Executive Council de- 
cided that coppersmiths properly come 
under the Jurisdiction of the Amalga- 
mated Sheet Metal Workers' Interna- 
tional Association. Secretary Sherman 



of the United Metal Workers has en- 
tered protest against the decision. 

PLUMBERS-STEAM FITTERS. 

Last year we reported fully upon the 
controversy between the United Associa- 
tion of Plumbers, Steam Fitters, and 
Steam Fitters' Helpers versus the Na- 
tional Association of Steam and Hot 
Water Fitters and Helpers, and called 
attention to the fact that the Executive 
Council had no other alternative than to 
revoke the charter of the latter because 
It had failed to abide by the award 
made by the umpire to which both or- 
ganisations submitted their controversy. 
The Convention ratified that report, and 
referred to us the subject matters con- 
tained in resolutions numbers 41 and 42 
of the Boston Convention. Complaint 
was made during the year that some 
central bodies had refused to abide by 
the decision, which occasioned us to 
issue a circular dated June 14th, which 
was sent to all our central bodies and 
published in the August issue of the 
"American Federationlst." 

We all regard with keenest apprecia- 
tion the great worth of the work cen- 
tral labor unions do and can do; but it 
must be apparent to all that to make that 
work fruitful of good results there must 
be sympathetic co-operation and ready 
compliance with the decisions and 
judgment of the highest court in the 
realms of organised labor, the Conven- 
tions of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

A number of central bodies promptly 
complied with our effort to carry out 
the Boston Convention's decision; a few 
others failed to comply. 

We thereupon decided that those cen- 
tral bodies which failed to comply on or 
before November 1, with your decision 
and the terms of that circular issued in 
conformity therewith, should have their 
charters revoked on the date named, and 
directed President Gompers to issue let- 
ters to this effect to these recalcitrant 
central bodies. The date set has ex- 
pired, and compliance has not been had 
with the decision and the charters of 
the central bodies of Chicago, Indian- 
apolis and Washington, D. C, have 
been revoked and those bodies informed 
that immediately upon compliance 
with the decision their charters will 
be restored. 
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INERS-COAL HOISTING ENGI- 
NEERS. 

Under the terms of resolution No. 40 
of the Boston Convention, and for which 
that Convention adopted a substitute re- 
port of a committee, the entire subject 
matter in controversy between the 
United Mine Workers of America and 
the Coal Hoisting- Engineers was re- 
ferred to the Executive Council to act 
in accordance with "the lines laid down 
by the report of the special committee 
on autonomy as reported and endorsed 
by the Scranton Convention." 

The Executive Council heard represen- 
tatives of both organizations, and finding 
that the matters came within the pro- 
visions of the Scranton Convention dec- 
laration, we had no alternative but to 
decide that the charter of the Coal Hoist- 
ing Engineers should be withdrawn; that 
they should become part of the United 
Mine Workers of America; that all exist- 
ing contracts of the Engineers should be 
maintained by the Miners; that the lat- 
ter accept without initiation fee all coal 
hoisting engineers in good standing; and 
that representatives of the two organiza- 
tions meet for the purpose of carrying 
the decision into effect. 

SEAMEN-LONGSHOREMEN. 
For quite a time there has been con- 
siderable dispute between the Seamen's 
International Union of America and the 
International Longshoremen's Associa- 
tion, regarding certain features of Juris- 
diction. We have had a number of con- 
ferences with the representatives of both 
organizations, and have arranged for an- 
other conference to be held in this city, 
when it is hoped that a workable 
agreement, to the mutual advantage of 
both organizations, may be adopted. 

PAINTERS— AMALGAMATED SHEET 
METAL WORKERS. 
In the matter of the dispute between 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America and the 
International Association of Amalga- 
mated Sheet Metal Workers regarding 1 
glazing work in roofs, skylights and 
sashes, we suggested a conference be- 
tween the representatives of the organi- 
zation in interest and selected Messrs. 
Kidd or Spencer to co-operate. We 
recommended also as a basis for an un- 
derstanding, the following: 



First: That the members of both or- 
ganizations, the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America, 
and the International Association of 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers, be 
permitted to glaze metal sash, where 
the contractors who employ members of 
either association, are awarded the con- 
tract for doing such work. 

Second: That the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America, be conceded the right to cut 
all glass on buildings that is used in 
metal sashes, the International Associa- 
tion of Amalgamated Sheet Metal Work- 
ers reserving the right of glazing such 
glass, when it is fitted in metal sash, be- 
cause all glass placed in metal sash has 
to be capped and soldered with sheet 
metal, and necessitates the employment 
of a sheet metal worker to do such work. 

Ti*.rd: That the International Associa- 
tion of Amalgamated Sheet Metal 
Workers waive jurisdiction over the 
cutting or glazing of wooden sash, 
priming or painting sash constructed of 
metal or wood. 

Fourth: That the International Asso- 
ciation of Amalgamated Sheet Metal 
Workers be conceded Jurisdiction over 
the fitting or setting of glass in metal 
sash or skylights, after said glass is 
properly prepared and cut, to enable 
sheet metal workers to properly perform 
their work. 

The officers of both organizations 
agreed that a conference should be held 
as suggested, the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers contending that there can be no ques- 
tion as to the right of its members to 
the work involved, while the Sheet Metal 
Workers expressed the hope that at the 
conference a satisfactory understanding 
will be reached and further friction be- 
tween the organizations removed. 

ELECTRICAL WORKERS— STREET 
RAILWAY EMPLOYES. 

A dispute arose as to the jurisdiction 
over men who do electrical work 
in connection with the operation of the 
street railways. The officers of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers of America and the Amalga- 
mated Association of Street and Electric 
Railway Employes of America conferred 
with us, the result of which was the 
voluntary action on the part of the lat- 
ter to surrender jurisdiction over those 
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workers, to the Brotherhood. A circular 
to this effect was Issued by the Amalga- 
mated Association of Street and Electri- 
cal Railway Employes of America to 
its locals, which has been enforced and 
has given general satisfaction. 

MECHANICS' AND MACHINISTS' 
AMALGAMATION. 

Due to our constant efforts, we are 
also gratified to be enabled to report 
that as the result of numerous con- 
ferences between the representatives 
or the two organizations, the Interna- 
tional Association of Allied Metal Me- 
chanics became amalgamated with the 
International Association of Machinists 
on November 1st. 

BLACKSMITHS— ALLIED METAL 
MECHANICS. 

In connection with the dispute between 
these two organizations, as reported to 
the Boston Convention, and in compli- 
ance with the direction thereon, we heard 
the contention fully, by representatives 
of both organizations, and decided that 
In conformity with instructions regard- 
ing Blacksmiths' Helpers, that inasmuch 
as they were formally turned over to 
the Federation, that in behalf of the 
jurisdiction we have over Blacksmiths' 
Helpers, that they shall become mem- 
bers of the International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths. 

Inasmuch as the International Assocla 
tion of Allied Metal Mechanics is not 
now in existence, having amalgamated 
with the International Association of 
Machinists the matter Is removed from 
the field of controversy. 

CARPENTERS-SHIPWRIGHTS. 

The subject matter of the claim of the 
National Union of Shipwrights, Joiners 
and Caulkers of America, was turned 
over to us by the last Convention, and 
correspondence and conference have been 
had. We believed that better results 
wfll be achieved for an agreement, If 
further conference is haa between the 
organizations primarily in interest, and 
therefore urged the officers of both or- 
ganizations to hold such a conference, 
and that until the time of final settle- 
ment of the matter in dispute, that car- 
penters should carry shipwrights' cards 
when doing shipwright work, and ship- 
wrights should carry carpenters' cards 
when doing work as house carpenters. 



Secretary Duffy of the Carpenters wrote 
that the matter will be considered by the 
Executive Board of his organization at 
its meeting next January. We have not 
heard further from the Shipwrights 
upon the subject. 

We tru' ' that the matter will be either 
withdrawn or adjusted. 

ENGINEERS— FIREMEN— BREWERY 
WORKERS. 

The contention between the Brewery 
Workers, the Engineers and the Fire- 
men has not in the least diminished in 
intensity during the past year, despite 
the actions and decisions of the conven- 
tions of the American Federation of 
Labor, and despite every effort made by 
us to bring about a better state of af- 
fairs. In order that a clear understand- 
ing of this case may be had, it is neces- 
sary to recount the history of this con- 
troversy. 

The Brewery Workers became affiliated 
to the American Federation of Labor, 
and subsequently admitted to member- 
ship in its organization engineers and 
firemen working in breweries. Prior 
thereto, engineers' unions and firemen's 
unions, members of which worked in 
breweries, were organized and became 
affiliated to the American Federation of 
Labor. The International Union of 
Steam Engineers and the International 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen were * 
organized by direction of the Amerlcar 
Federation of Labor, with the full 
knowledge of the International Union of 
United Brewery Workers, and no objec- 
tion was interposed, nor any claim made 
of jurisdiction over these engineers and 
firemen until a considerable period after 
the formation of these international 
unions. Local controversies arose here 
and there, some of which were adjusted; 
others drifted along, while still others 
became more acute. The Executive 
Council endeavored to act In an advisory 
and helpful capacity; the conventions en- 
dorsed that course. 

The matter came to a culminating 
point at the New Orleans Convention 
when it adopted the Driscoll substitute 
both for the Executive Council's report 
as well as the report of the grievance 
committee thereon. The Driscoll substi- 
tute reads as follows: 

"RESOLVED, That all engineers anc* 
firemen employed in breweries must be- 
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Ions to their respective international 
unions, and that an agreement shall be 
drawn up between the Brewery Work- 
ers, the Engineers and Firemen, in effect, 
that when a trade difficulty, arises affect- 
ing the Interest of either one, all three 
mentioned organizations must co-operate 
in adjusting said dispute; said agreement 
to be drawn up by two members from 
each of the three mentioned organisa- 
tions, and two members of the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, said committee to meet 
within sixty days after the adjourn- 
ment of this Convention." 

In accordance with the terms of this 
action of the New Orleans Convention, 
Vice-President O'Connell and Secretary 
Morrison were appointed a committee to 
confer with a committee of the Engi- 
neers', Firemen's and Brewery Work- 
ers' International Unions. An agreement 
was drawn up and signed by all parties 
the representatives of the Brewery Work- 
ers signing the same subject to the rati- 
fication of their convention. That con- 
vention refused to ratify the agreement. 
Copy of that agreement is printed on 
pages 77, 78, official proceedings of the 
Boston convention, and reprisals of one 
organization upon the other were in- 
dulged in to the injury of all. 

The entire subject matter was fully re- 
ported to the Boston Convention, and 
after extensive hearings by the committee 
and full, free and comprehensive discus- 
sion before the Convention, the follow- 
ing- report of the committee was 
adopted: 

"We recommend that the Cincinnat' 
agreement be affirmed; that all parties 
concerned be instructed to abide by th< 
terms thereof, and that failure in this 
respect shall work the revocation of the 
charter of the organization or organisa- 
tions so failing." 

We did not become lax in the effort tr 
bring about a better understanding and 
working agreement between the organi- 
zations, and had representatives of each 
of them in counsel with us at our meet- 
ings in Boston, Washington and Denver. 
We officially communicated to the or- 
ganizations the direct instructions to us 
from the convention. The Engineers and 
Firemen advised us of their assent; the 
Brewery Workers submitted the matter 
to a referendum vote. This vote was be- 



ing taken while we were in session at 
Denver. 

Anxious to avoid enforcing the decree 
for the revocation of the Brewery Work- 
ers' charter, we selected President 
Oompers to confer with the representa- 
tives of the three organizations. Three 
whole days were devoted to that confer- 
ence, when all seemed agreed upon the 
conclusion reached, Messrs. Kemper and 
Preistersbach for the Brewery Workers 
assuring us that it would be submitted 
to a referendum vote of the membership, 
with their favorable recommendation 
The agreement reached was as follows: 

BREWERY WORKERS', ENGINEERS', 
FIREMEN'S AGREEMENT. 

To Be Ratified by the Organisations In 
Interest. 

In compliance with the decision of the 
Boston Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and for the purpose of 
providing the means thereunder by which 
the best interests of all parties may be 
conserved, the undersigned agree that 
the engineers and firemen employed in 
breweries come under the jurisdiction of 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers and the International Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen, respectively, and 
all other brewery employes not otherwise 
now decided by the American Federation 
of Labor come under the jurisdiction of 
the International Union of United Brew- 
ery Workmen of America. 

For the purpose of carrying- into effect 
the decision above referred to, all engi- 
neers and firemen now members of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America shall during the 
week of July 18-20 (inclusive), 1904, be 
given a clear transfer card by the respec- 
tive secretaries of local unions belonging 
to the International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen of America, these 
cards to be accepted by local unions 
without discrimination, and the holders 
of these cards admitted to full member- 
ship into the local unions belonging to 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers and the International Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen without the pay- 
ment of any initiation fee or fine of any 
kind; and those newly admitted engin- 
eers and firemen shall immediately be- 
come entitled to all the rights, benefits 
and protection as all other members of 
said local engineers' and firemen's 
unions, provided, of course, that the 
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regular dues or assessments shall be 
paid by all members of said local 
unions of engineers and firemen. 

The first Monday in October, 1904, two 
representatives from the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen of 
America, one representative from the 
International Union of Steam Engineers, 
and one representative from the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Stationary Fire- 
men, shall meet at a place agreed upon 
by the officers of the organisations 
named, for the purpose of forming an 
International Joint Conference Board. 
The officers of the organizations named 
shall agree upon the place for holding the 
meeting for the formation of this Inter- 
national Joint Conference Board on or 
before September 19, 1904. Should they 
fail to agree by that time as to the place 
of meeting, then the President of the A. 
F. of L. shall be empowered to desig- 
nate a place. 

The International Joint Conference 
Board provided for shall consist of four 
members, two representatives from the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America, one representative 
from the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, and one from the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Stationary Fire- 
men. 

The duties of the International Joint 
Conference Board shall be to co-operate 
for the purpose of protecting and promot- 
ing Che Interests of the members and 
crafts covered by the respective juris- 
dictions of the organisations, parties 
hereto. 

It shall require a majority vote of the 
International Joint Conference Board to 
decide upon any case presented, and in 
the event of this board being unable to 
reach a decision they shall select a fifth 
man within two days with co-equal pow- 
ers to the other representatives constitut- 
ing the board, and the decision reached 
by the board thus constituted shall be 
final and binding upon all parties con- 
cerned. 

In the event of the inability of the 
International Joint Conference Board to 
select by majority vote the fifth man, as 
herein provided, the President of the A. 
F. of I* shall be notified within 24 hours, 
and by telegraph, if necessary, and he 
shall be empowered to select a fifth man 
to act with the International Joint Con- 
ference Board, as herein provided, with 
co-equal power to all the other members 



of the International Joint Conference 
Board, anu the decision by the board 
thus constituted shall be final and bind- 
ing upon all parties to this agreement. 

The International Joint Conference 
Board shall meet the first Monday In 
* ebruary, 1906, and on the same day each 
year succeeding, and shall also meet at 
such other times as may be necessary at 
such place as may be mutually agreed 
upon by the officers of the international 
unions parties to this agreement. 

In the event of the failure to agree as 
to the place where the meeting of the 
International Joint Conference Board 
shall be held, the President of the A. F. 
of L. shall be empowered, to designate 
the place of the holding of such meet- 
ing. 

Local Joint Conference Boards shall be 
formed in each city or locality where 
there are local unions of the above-named 
international unions, said Local Joint 
Conference Boards to be constituted as 
follows: 

Two representatives of the local union 
or unions under the jurisdiction of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America, and one represen- 
tative each from the local unions of the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen. 

Each local union or unions desiring the 
assistance of the parties to this agree- 
ment shall present their demands or 
grievances to the local Joint Conference 
Boards for approval. 

All questions under consideration by the 
local Joint Conference Boards shall be 
decided by a majority vote, and In case 
of disagreement they shall select a fifth 
man within two days who shall have 
co-equal power with other members of 
the local Joint Conference Boards, and 
the decision reached by the local Joint 
Conference Boards thus constituted shall 
be final and binding upon the local unions 
In the city or locality. 

If the local Joint Conference Boards 
prefer to submit any matter in contro- 
versy to the International Joint Confer- 
ence Board Instead of to the selection of 
a fifth man, they shall have the power 
to do so. 

Local unions coming under the juris- 
diction of the international unions, par- 
ties to this agreement, shall form local 
Joint Conference Boards in the different 
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cities and localities the second Monday in 
October, 1904, and shall meet not lest 
than once in each month thereafter, or 
as often as may be necessary. 

The local unions in entering into agree- 
ments with employers shall arrange that 
these agreements terminate at the same 
time. 

In the event of the failure to secure 
agreements or to adjust grievances be- 
tween local unions with employers, it 
shall be within the power of the local 
Joint Conference Boards to declare 
strikes, providing the same have been 
approved by the International Joint Con- 
ference Board. 

Strikes may be declared off by the In- 
ternational Joint Conference Board or by 
the local Joint Conference Boards by and 
with the consent of the International 
Joint Conference Board. 

In case of disagreement regarding the 
interpretation of any part of this agree- 
ment, the same shall be referred to the 
International Joint Conference Board; 
and in the event of that board being un- 
able to reach a decision by a majority 
vote, the said International Joint Confer- 
ence Board shall select a fifth man with- 
in two days, with co-equal power to 
themselves, and a majority vote of the 
said International Joint Conference 
Board as thus constituted shall be final 
and binding upon all parties. 

Existing agreements between the par- 
ties hereto and employers shall not be 
disturbed, except as to the transfer of 
members as herein provided, and the 
transfer of such agreements to the or- 
ganizations to which such members have 
been transferred. And no further agree- 
ments shall be made by the parties here- 
to in conflict with the provisions of this 
agreement 

Any party to this agreement may pro- 
pose amendments to this agreement, pro- 
vided that not less than thirty days* 
notice in writing is given to the other 
parties to this agreement, and unless 
agreed to by them a meeting of the In- 
ternational Joint Conference Board shall 
be held for the consideration of the pro- 
posed amendments, and if adopted by a 
majority vote of the International Joint 
Conference Board, shall become a part of 
this agreement. 

Signatures of officers of International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen (to 
be appended). 



Signature of International Union of 
Steam Engineers (to be appended). 

Signature of International Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen (to be appended). 

Signature of President American Fed- 
eration of Labor (to be appended). 

The result of the referendum vote on 
the Boston decision was defeated by the 
membership of the Brewery Workers; 
the Denver agreement was never sub- 
mitted to a referendum vote. 

During our session at Washington, the 
United Brewery Workers' International 
Union was in convention assembled at 
Indianapolis. We directed Secretary Mor- 
rison to send the following telegram and 
letter: 

WASHINGTON, D. C, Sept. 18, 1904. 
International Union United Brewery 
Workmen, 

In Convention assembled, Colum- 
bia Hall, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
I have been instructed by the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor to notify your Convention that the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen have expressed 
their willingness to comply with the 
decision of Boston Convention relative 
to the Jurisdiction over engineers and 
firemen in breweries and urge upon 
your Convention to notify the Execu- 
tive Council of the A. F. of L. of your 
final decision. Letter follows. 

(Signed) FRANK MORRISON, 
Sec. A. F. of L. 

WASHINGTON, D. C, Sept. 13, 1904. 
To the International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen in Convention 
assembled, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Greetings: 

The Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor now in session at 
headquarters, Washington, D. C, takes 
this opportunity of calling to your atten- 
tion the urgent importance for definite 
action in carrying out the decision of the 
Boston Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, which, stripped of ver- 
biage, is as follows: 

That a Joint Conference Board shall 
be formed, consisting of four members: 
two from the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen, one from the 
International Union of Steam Engineers, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OP LABOR. 



73 



and one from, the International Brother- 
hood of Stationary Firemen. In case of 
tne board being unable to reach a de- 
cision, they shall select a fifth man, 
within two day s, and the decision reached 
by the board thus constituted shall be 
final. 

A Joint Conference Board shall be 
formed in each city or locality where 
there are local unions of the above 
named organizations. 

Each local union or unions desiring the 
assistance of the parties to this contract 
shall present their demands to the Joint 
Conference Board for approval. 

If the Joint Conference Board does not 
approve demands or grievances sub- 
mitted, an appeal can be taken to the 
Joint Conference Board provided for in 
Section 2. Decision of this board to be 
final and binding on all parties to this 
agreement. 

All questions under consideration by 
the national or local conference boards 
shall be decided by a majority vote. 

In case of disagreement regarding the 
interpretation of this agreement, the 
same shall be referred to a disinterested 
party of arbitrators consisting of three 
members (one to be selected by each 
organization), whose award or finding 
shall be binding on all parties. 

Joint Conference Boards of different 
cities or localities in entering into agree- 
ments must arrange that they terminate 
at the same time. 

New contracts shall not be extended 
beyond the time of contract or contracts 
now in existence. 

Grievances requiring Joint strikes must 
be approved by th* Joint Conference 
Board of the city or locality and the 
Joint Conference Board of the Interna- 
tional Unions. 

Strikes may be declared off by a major- 
ity vote of the Conference Board of the 
International Unions. 

All engineers and firemen now mem- 
bers of the International Brewery Work- 
men's Union shall be admitted to mem- 
bership in local unions of engineers and 
firemen, without payment of initiation 
fees or fines, upon the presentation of a 
card or due book, showing that they are 
in good standing up to date in the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen. 

Amendments may be proposed here- 
after by either party, and, on ratification 



by the other parties In such manner as 
its laws provide shall become a part of 
this agreement. 

That all parties concerned be in- 
structed to abide by the terms thereof, 
and that failure in this respect shall 
work the revocation of the charter of 
the organization or organizations so fail- 
ing. 

The International Union of Engineers 
and Firemen have officially notified us 
they are willing and eager to carry the 
above into effect. w« await a similar 
reply from the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen. 

Your attention is called to the penalty 
in the concluding paragraph for non-com- 
pliance. 

The revocation of charters is extreme, 
but necessary discipline to the fulfill- 
ment of Convention decisions, and if 
your International Union does not find 
a way to adjust this dispute, either along 
the lines of the above quotation or In 
some other way mutually satisfactory, 
you will force the American Federation 
of Labor to take the last alternative. 
This would also mean withdrawal of en- 
dorsement and recognition of your trade 
label, which would not mean progress, 
as you all know, and would nullify ap- 
proval of your pending boycotts as well 
as prevent favorable action on new ones, 
until your organization agrees to abide 
by the above decision. 

The responsibility rests with you, 
whether a decision rendered after years 
of turmoil and discussion shall be re- 
spected, or, If instead, the good work of 
the past is to be even temporarily 
checked by failure of your International 
Union to respect the deliberate findings 
by the Labor Court of last resort of 
North America, namely, the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

A favorable reply from your Convention 
now in session, is requested. 
Fraternally yours. 
(Signed) FRANK MORRISON. 
Secreary A. F. of 1.. 

To this we received the following 
reply: 

CINCINNATI, Ohio. Oct. 25, 1904. 
To the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. Wash- 
ington, D. C: 

Gentlemen: 

The undersigned committee 
has been appointed by the convention 
of the International Union of United 
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Brewery Workmen, to reply to the 
communication (dated September 13th, 
1904) submitted by you, through your 
Secretary, Mr. Frank Morrison, relat- 
ing to the controversy between our or- 
ganization and the International Union 
of Steam Engineers and the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Stationary Fire- 
men. 

The action of the convention in ap- 
pointing a committee for this purpose 
was brought about by the friends of 
the American Federation of Labor, as 
owing to the temper of the convention, 
due to the effect of the recent referen- 
dum vote, and smarting under the in- 
justice of the demand made upon us by 
the Boston resolution, it was deemed 
best to avoid precipitate action. 
• In reviewing the past, we desire to 
extend our thanks to the Executive 
Council for the consideration that has 
always been shown in their desire to 
promote harmony within the ranks of 
organized labor and their solicitude for 
the welfare of the workers. 

But we protest that we can see no 
way to satisfactorily adjust the trou- 
ble along the lines laid down by the 
Boston Convention. 

The resolution of the Boston Conven- 
tion would require our organization to 
surrender to the engineers and fire- 
men organizations a part of our auton- 
omy, by giving to each of the other 
organizations a vote and voice in the 
government and regulation of the af- 
fairs of our organization, both nation- 
ally and locally. 

To this we can under no circum- 
stances submit. The very unreason- 
ableness of the demand assures us that 
the next convention of the American 
Federation of Labor will repudiate the 
action of the Boston Convention in rela- 
tion to this matter. 

The International Union of Steam 
Engineers and Brotherhood of Station- 
ary Firemen could, with the same rea- 
son and justice in their demands, ask 
the next convention to pass a resolution 
requiring the Musicians' Union and the 
Telegraphers' Union or the Garment 
Workers' Union, etc., to establish Joint 
Conference Boards, and give the en- 
gineers and firemen a voice and vote 
in the direction and management of 
their organization. 

We therefore feel assured that under 
the circumstances the Executive Coun- 



cil, in its wisdom, will leave the matter 
to the adjudication of convention which 
will meet In San Francisco next No- 
. vember. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ED F. WARD, 
AUG. PRIESTERSBACH, 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
Committee appointed by last Conven- 
tion of I. U. U. B. W. of A. 

It will be observed that no reference 
is made in this communication to the 
Denver agreement; that it was not 
referred to the membership; and we 
are not aware whether it was entirely 
ignored by the Indianapolis Convention, 

Apart from the many other bitter 
incidents resulting from this contro- 
versy, the one in Belleville, Illinois, 
stands out conspicuously. It is a repe- 
tition of what occurred at Columbus 
and Cincinnati, where the engineers 
were the offenders, and which, by di- 
rection of the Executive Council, they 
rectified. The Belleville affair is the 
unfraternal action of the Brewery 
Workers, and remains unrectifled. In 
this case the Engineers' and Firemens' 
locals were In conference with the 
brewery proprietors for a renewal of 
their respective agreements, and be- 
cause agreements were not speedily 
reached the Brewery Workers entered 
into agreements with the employers 
covering engineers and firemen, their 
employment, their wages and their con- 
ditions. Because we could not sanction 
such procedure, and so declared, the 
Brewery Workers seemed much or- 
fended. They, as well as the employ- 
ers, addressed President Gompers upon 
this subject, andi he reiterated the 
position of the American Federation 
of Labor upon both the general ques- 
tion, as well as the Belleville situation. 
For your information we quote the fol- 
lowing reply from Secretary Kemper: 

CINCINNATI, Ohio, Oct. 17, 1904. 
Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, Wash- 
ington, D. C: 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

Yours of the 12th inst has 
come to hand, but must say that I am 
surprised to learn that you should 
sanction discrimination of this nature 
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In Belleville, Illinois. You state in your 
communication that the Belleville con- 
troversy as it has been presented to 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, is that the Local 
Union of Engineers and Firemen un- 
der the Jurisdiction of their re- 
spective international unions had 
agreements with the Western Brewing 
Company and the Star Brewing Com- 
pany of Belleville, Illinois, and that 
while negotiations for a renewal of 
these contracts were in progress, the 
Local Union of the brewery workers 
surreptitiously entered into agreements 
with these brewery companies by 
which the engineers and firemen were 
supplanted, etc 

In reply to the above will state that 
the contract of the firemen had been 
signed by the Western and Star brew- 
eries before the contract of the engin- 
eers was discussed, and the latter, tak- 
ing snap judgment, called a strike, 
without considering for a moment the 
vast majority of the men employed in 
said breweries who were members of 
our organization, and, in fact, we knew 
nothing of the matter until the strike 
had been declared and the engineers 
and firemen had walked out, leaving the 
plant idle. 

The brewery proprietors hereupon ex- 
pressed a desire to enter into an agree- 
ment with the brewery workers, ow- 
ing to the arbitrary manner in which 
the engineers and firemen had acted, 
and after due consideration an agree- 
ment was drawn up as favorable, if not 
more so, than the contract demanded 
by the engineers and firemen, and this 
contract later on was offered to the 
men who had walked out, but was re- 
fused. 

Could you expect of us, that under 
the circumstances existing, our men 
should quit, although their demands 
had been granted? Such sacrifice could 
not be asked for on our part after all 
that occurred. Tou can rest assured 
that I am just as anxious as you are 
to see peace restored, but cannot see 
how this can be done, as long as the 
policy of taking such of our members 
from us as is possible under the decis- 
ion of the Boston Convention, rendered 
hastily and ill-advised, as later on ad- 
mitted by Vice-President Duncan and 
many prominent men in the movement 
We believe that this entire matter 



should be brought before the American 
Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, and the firms in question not 
antagonised in the meantime. 
Fraternally yours, 

LOUIS KEMPER, 
International Secretary. 

It will be observed that the Brewery 
Workers assume the censorship over 
other organizations, and stigmatize the 
action of their fellow-unionists as ar- 
bitrary, and that that in Itself was a 
sufficient reason, when the Engineers 
and Firemen refused the conditions of- 
fered them by their employers, for the 
Brewery Workers to enter into an 
agreement and to supplant them In 
their positions. 

When it is borne in mind that the 
subject matter in general controversy 
was fully considered by the committee 
at the Boston Convention; that it was 
discussed upon the floor for several 
hours, fully one hour of which was un- 
interruptedly given to a delegate from 
the Brewery Workers, that however 
"ill-advised" the action there may have 
been, it certainly cannot be character- 
ized as having been hasty. We have 
the assurance of Vice-President Dun- 
can that he did not express himself as 
stated by Secretary Kemper in regard 
to the action of the Boston Convention. 
How many other "prominent men" in 
the movement are misquoted, of course 
we are not in a position to know. 

It is quite evident that the main- 
spring of the Brewery Workers' re- 
fusal to comply with the advice and 
decisions of the American Federation 
of Labor is the unfounded suspicion 
and fear that it is our aim to despoil 
and disrupt their organization. That 
this is farthest from our purpose and 
that the very opposite results would 
follow, none ought to know better than 
they. Experience must have demon- 
strated to them that this Internecine 
strife tends not only to weaken the 
power and influence of each re- 
spective union in Interest, bat cul- 
tivates among the membership a vio- 
lation of labor's decalogue, "Thou 
shalt not take thy neighbor's Job." 
Encourage the practice that union 
men may take the position made 
vacant by other craftsmen on strike, 
and the practice easily degenerates un- 
til men will look with entire equa- 
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nimlty upon committing: so grave & n 
offense against their fellows. 

Of course, we cannot enter Into the 
direct councils of an affiliated organ- 
isation, but we imagine that if the 
opportunity for pros and cons were 
represented to the consideration of 
the membership of the Brewery Work- 
ers, they might understand that there 
is a side to this controversy in which 
their own best Interests would be 
served by conforming to the best ex- 
pressed judgment of the organised 
labor movement of America. Neither 
have we the right nor the desire to be 
the censors of the labor press, and 
that includes the official journals of 
affiliated organisations; but we cannot 
refrain from calling attention to the 
unfair and improper attitude assumed 
by the Brewery Workers' Journal, both 
in dealing with this subject and with 
the men connected with our movement. 
The minds of the members were preju- 
diced not only upon the question itself, 
but poisoned against the officers who 
were required to carry out the Federa- 
tion's actions and the delegates who 
dared express their opinions and who 
cast their votes at the Convention. It 
may not be an uninteresting incident 
to relate that the Brewery Workers' 
Journal published a list of the dele- 
gates and the manner in which they 
cast their votes, and declared a boycott 
upon the product of the members of 
the organizations whose delegates 
voted, as their conscience and judg- 
ment dictated, in favor of the commit- 
tee's report at the Boston Convention. 

We may be asked why we have not 
revoked the charter of the Brewery 
Workers. Our answer is that, though 
their conduct may have merited it, yet 
we have hoped and worked, worked and 
hoped, that some way out may be found 
by which either an agreement may be 
reached, the Brewery Workers recog- 
nize the necessity of abiding by the de- 
cision, or that some other penalty be 
administered. 

We therefore recommend that unless 
an agreement is reached before the 
close of this Convention, the decision 
of the American Federation of Labor 
shall stand as follows: 

1. That the endorsement of all firms 
declared unfair by the Brewery Work- 
ers which have been approved by the 



American Federation of Labor be with- 
drawn. 

2. That no application for the en- 
dorsement of the Brewery Workers to 
regard any firm as unfair shall be en- 
tertained, received or endorsed. 

3. That the endorsement of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor of the label 
of the International Union of United 
Brewery Workers be, and the same is, 
hereby withdrawn. 

And that these several actions stand 
as the decision of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor until such time as the 
Brewery Workers' organization comes 
to an agreement with the International 
Union of Steam Engineers and the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen, or complies with the decision 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

ELEVATOR CONSTRUCTORa 

The International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers of America and the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
laid claim to several branches of work 
performed by the members of the In- 
ternational Union of Elevator Con- 
structors. 

In the case of the Electrical Work- 
ers, the claim was that the Elevator 
Constructors did not live up to the 
agreement reached between these two 
organizations, as a condition for the 
withdrawal of objections to the issu- 
ance of the charter by the American 
Federation of Labor to the Interna- 
tional Union of Elevator Constructors. 
It was decided that the agreement must 
be adhered to. 

The claim of the Engineers has not 
been further pressed before the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

CARPENTERS' AMALGAMATION. 

In the report already submitted to 
you reference is made to the move- 
ment inaugurated by the American 
Federation of Labor for the amalga- 
mation of the American District of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters 
and Joiners with the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America. At the meeting of the Gen- 
eral Council of the Amalgamated So- 
ciety the following resolution was 
adopted: 

"That after a full and careful con- 
sideration of the problem facing our 
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Society in America, caused by the an- 
tagonistic attitude of the United 
Brotherhood, this Council is of the 
opinion that the Strasser award, in- 
volving- the amalgamation of the 
American branches with the United 
Brotherhood, provides the only per- 
manent solution of the problem, pro- 
viding it is loyally carried out on both 
sides. It therefore recommends the 
question to the votes of the members, 
and pledges Itself to take such steps 
as are possible to secure the payment 
of benefits to which our members have 
become entitled by joining this Society 
in the event of amalgamation taking 
place." 

As will be observed, this resolution re- 
fers the subject matter to a refer- 
endum vote of the members. The 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America at its recent 
convention appointed a committee 
to meet a like committee of the 
Amalgamated Society for the pur- 
pose of arranging details of amalgama- 
tion, and to submit the same to a 
referendum vote of the membership of 
the United Brotherhood. We have not 
only reason to believe, but earnestly 
hope, that the result will be favorable 
to amalgamation, and that the same 
will be satisfactorily effected. 

LOUISVILLE CENTRAL BODY. 

For several years disputes of such 
a character have arisen in the central 
body of Louisville as to result in per- 
iodical division; two central bodies 
operating on diverse and generally an- 
tagonistic lines. 

About two years ago a division and 
breach occurred, and unity was es- 
tablished through the efforts of one of 
our organizers sent there especially 
for that purpose. 

In the early part of this year another 
division occurred, much to the injury 
of the interests of the workers, and the 
good name of the movement there. 
Applications for the annullment of 
the charter, and its transfer to the 
other body were made and resisted. 
Recognizing the Importance of this 
matter to our cause. President Gom- 
pers appointed Treasurer Lennon and 
Organizer Tracy a committee to pro- 
ceed to Louisville and there efTect an 
adjustment. The committee reported 
that an agreement was drawn up, and 



signed by the representatives of both 
parties in interest, whereby it was 
believed that unity had been estab- * 
Ushed, and the causes for the previous 
division obviated. 

Of course we approved the action 
and the report, but for some time It 
was not carried into efTect, but we are 
pleased to report that quite recently 
the difficulty has been settled on the 
basis of the agreement reached. 

Investigation by the committee, ver- 
ified by our own investigation, has 
demonstrated that the greatest cause 
for the difficulty, both at Louisville 
and in several other central bodies. Is 
due to the fact that the persons having 
some measure or scheme that they 
wish to foist upon the central body, 
have managed so to prolong the busi- 
ness meeting that a considerable num- 
ber of delegates leave the meetings for 
their homes, leaving the fleid clear for 
the consummation of projects and 
measures of which the majority would 
not approve. 

Though it may not be possible to 
absolutely enforce a rule for the ad- 
journment of meetings at a specific 
hour, yet we are persuaded that it is 
our duty to inculcate upon our fellow 
unionists to limit the length of time 
of holding meetings, and also to urge 
that members and delegates should at- 
tend these meetings, and remain until 
the business has been concluded and an 
adjournment had. 

NEW ORLEANS CENTRAL BODY. 

A case has recently arisen In New Or- 
leans similar to one which existed in 
Omaha a few years ago; that is, that the 
Central Labor Union of New Orleans has 
placed upon its unfair list a labor paper, 
published and edited by a member of the 
International Typographical Union. 

The president of the International 
Typographical Union complained that 
Mr. R. P. Fleming, the proprietor and 
editor of the paper referred to, is a union 
member; that all the work done in con- 
nection with the paper is that of union 
members; that the reason for declaring 
this publication unfair is due to nothing 
more or less than the expression of 
opinion by the editor. 

Acting upon principles of trade union 
law, as well as the decision rendered by 
the Executive Council in the Omaha case, 
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already referred to. President Gompers 
communicated with the New Orleans 
• central body, practically reiterating the 
decision reached in the similar case. 

While we all reserve to ourselves the 
right of patronizing or refusing to pat- 
ronize any publication, because of the 
views and judgment expressed In its col- 
umns, yet, as trade unionists, we have 
not the moral right to "boycott" any 
publication because of the expression of 
opinion through its columns. 

We do not undertake to say that the 
statements complained of, as published by 
Editor Fleming, are justified or other- 
wise; we are not in a position to know, 
but whatever the expressions may have 
been, the un trammeled freedom of the 
press Is so important to the well being, 
not only of organized labor, but to hu- 
man, civilized life, that no conceivable 
circumstance could arise that would war- 
rant trade unionists, in their organized 
capacity, in placing a publication upon a 
"boycott" list for the expression of 
opinion. 

President Gompers has communicated 
to the New Orleans central body to this 
effect, but the central body has neither 
rectified the wrong nor complied with its 
repeated promises to answer the com- 
plaint made. In view of these facts, we 
recommend that unless the New Orleans 
central body removes from its unfair list 
the "United Labor Journal" within thirty 
days after the clos* of this convention, 
and so notifies the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, the char- 
ter of said central body shall be with- 
drawn. 

CARPENTERS-WOOD WORKER8. 

The Boston Convention reiterated the 
decision and award made by Umpire 
Downey in the controversy between the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers' Interna- 
tional Union and the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners. We endeav- 
ored by every honorable means at our 
command to persuade the Carpenters to , 
comply with the terms of that award, 
but regret to report that that organiza- 
tion still declines to do so, and just as 
stoutly as ever contends for its position. 
The convention of the United Brother- 
hood was in session in Milwaukee at the 
same time we were meeting at head- 
quarters in Washington. We discussed 
the subject matter of the relations of the 
two organizations, and Inasmuch as Vice- 



President Kldd, who Is also the General 
Secretary of the Wood Workers, was 
present, he acquiesced In a proposal to 
be made to the Brotherhood's convention 
for a conference, despite the award that 
had been made in favor of the organiza- 
tion he represents. Thereupon President 
Gompers was authorized to send the fol- 
lowing letter: 

WASHINGTON, D. C, Sept 17, 1*04. 

Mr. Wm. D. Huber, President United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin: 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

You are no doubt aware 
that the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor has been 
In session during this week, at the 
headquarters of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Among the numerous 
matters discussed were the differences 
existing between the various Interna- 
tional Unions and Brotherhoods, and, 
as you can readily understand, the 
matters in connection with the U. B. 
were also given attention. After con- 
siderable discussion and consideration, 
the thought was expressed, and I was 
Instructed to convey it to you, that 
more than likely if a conference were 
held by representatives of the U. B. 
and an equal number of the Amalga- 
mated Wood Workers' International 
Union, at which one or two members 
of the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor might at- 
tend, in all likelihood, it might tend 
toward not only the restoration of a 
better feeling, but an agreement that 
would be beneficial to all concerned. 
The suggestion was not made in the 
form of arbitration, but In an effort to 
amicably reach the best conclusion 
possible for the removal of the feel- 
ings resulting from the conditions now 
existing. 

Of course the attendance of any rep- 
resentatives from the Executive Coun- 
cil at the conference is to be dependent 
entirely upon the wishes of either or both 
of the organization*, and If the repre- 
sentatives of the Executive Council would 
be acceptable, that they act in a con- 
ciliatory or advisory and helpful ca- 
pacity, rather than in any other. 

The aim and purpose which we have 
in the suggestion In the above matters, 
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for a conference, is to be of the best 
possible service within our power, so 
as to remove this cause of contention 
and to restore a greater degree of 
unity and harmony in the labor move- 
ment of our country. Surely it is not 
necessary to appeal to you, or to your 
colleagues, or to the delegates to your 
Convention, to endeavor to eliminate 
the causes of contention in our move- 
ment. The elements of antagonism di- 
rected against the trade union move- 
ment of America have never been so 
keen or aggressive as at the present 
time. 

In all the struggles of the human 
family for Justice and right our oppo- 
nents have never been able, by open op- 
position, to defeat the popular move- 
ment. The greatest weaknesses in 
all these movements have been the 
dissensions and divisions in the 
ranks of the masses. This is 
the greatest danger which confronts 
the workers of our time. If we can by 
intelligent co-operation, and in a con- 
ciliatory, fraternal spirit, approach the 
grave questions which now have a ten- 
dency to divide us. and accentuate that 
division into a rivalry, bitterness and 
hostility; if we can bring about unity, 
federation and co-operation among the 
organised workers In the trade union 
movement, we shall do much to encour- 
age union men throughout the country* 
and give hope to the non-unionist, that 
they, too, may the sooner Join the fold, 
and help in the great and ennobling 
work before us. 

In connection with this permit me to 
say that the suggestion was also made 
that, if agreeable, we shall take pleas- 
ure In having a representative of the 
Executive Council In attendance at 
your Convention when this subject 
matter is under discussion. 

I ask you, however, to advise me a few 
days in advance, when the most appro- 
priate time would be for the attendance 
of such representatives at the Conven- 
tion, and thus afTord me an opportu- 
nity of communicating with my col- 
leagues and endeavoring to arrange for 
the attendance of some members. Of 
course, as stated before, such attend- 
ance to depend entirely upon the same 
meeting with your cordial consent. 

Permit me to add the expression of 
the sincerest good wishes of my col- 
leagues and myself for the success of 



the United Brotherhood, Its officers, 
delegates and members, and that the 
deliberations of your Convention may 
be fraught with the greatest advan- 
tage to the members of your craft and 
help to usher in the day of human Jus- 
tice and human brotherhood. 
Fraternally yours, 
(Signed.) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

President American Federation of 
Labor. 

After our adjournment and while the 
Brotherhood was still in session, Gen- 
eral Secretary Frank Duffy transmitted 
a copy of a report of the special com- 
mittee having the subject under con- 
sideration, and which the Convention 
adopted. The action is in the following 
copy of the proceedings reported and 
adopted: 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Sept. 22, 1904. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Thirteenth Convention of the U. B. 

of C. and J.: 

We, your Committee on Organisation, 

desire to submit the following report: 

In the matter as contained in the 
communication from Samuel Gompers, 
President of tlie A. F. of L, In refer- 
ence to this Convention, appointing 
a committee to meet with committee 
to be appointed by the A. W. Workers, 
said committees to meet in conjunction 
with one or two members of the Ex- 
ecu Ive Council of the A.* F. of L for 
the purpose of trying to bring about 
more harmonious relations between 
the U. B. of C. and J. and the A. W. W., 
was carefully considered. And we would 
respectfully recommend that the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the U. B. of C. and 
J. communicate with President Gom- 
pers of the A. F. of L. and ascertain 
the information as to whether the A. 
W. W. had requested that such action 
be taken by this Convention, and If the 
conference as suggested was Intended 
to try to so amalgate the A. W. Work- 
ers Into the U. B. of C. and J., so that 
but one organization of Carpenters and 
Joiners, comprising all the branches of 
the wood-working industries as enum- 
erated in Section 61 of the Constitution 
of the U. B. of C. and J., would here- 
after be recognized by the A. F. of L. 
And if an affirmative reply is given to 
the General Secretary, that this Con- 
vention then instruct the President of 
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the U. B. to immediately appoint a com- 
mittee, as suggested by President 
Gompers, the same to meet with a like 
committee from the A. W. Workers to 
arrange for said amalgamation of the 
A. W. Workers into the U. B. of C. and 
J., and that at least one member of the 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. 
be invited to attend said meeting, not 
for the purpose of any arbitration of 
existing controversy, but for the pur- 
pose of giving such information as 
may be deemed necessary for the prop- 
er understanding as to past actions 
of the A. F. of D. in reference to said 
controversy, and what is to be expected 
by the U. B. of C. and J. In the future. 
We would further recommend that if 
an affirmative reply is given that this 
Convention also request a member of 
the Executive Council of the A, F. of 
L. to appear before this Convention to 
make such statement as may tend to 
harmonize our relations and bring about 
a more fraternal feeling for the con- 
tinuance of our affiliations with said 
body. 

(Signed.) JAMES A. GRAY, 

(Chairman) 

A. M. SWARTZ, 

(Secretary) 

L. L. HUGHES, 

CARL, ENGLISH JR. 

SAM'L YARNELL, 
Committee. 

To this President Gompers sent the 
following telegram: 

WASHINGTON, D. C, Sept. 27, 1904. 
Frank DufTy, Secretary - Treasurer, 
Convention United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of Amer- 
ica, Milwaukee, Wis.: 

Communication received. Replying 
your questions, would say complaint 
was made by Amalgamated Wood 
Workers that United Brotherhood vio- 
lated arbitrator's award and American 
Federation of Labor's decision sustain- 
ing same. The Executive Council of its 
own initiation authorized my letter to 
President Huber suggesting conference 
representatives Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Amalgamated Wood Workers. 
The Amalgamated did not ask or sug- 
gest conference, but consented thereto. 

The suggested conference, if held, 
should have full sway to bring about 
the best possible results. It should not 
be prevented or hampered by use of 



preliminary obstacles or technicalities 
of any kind. In interest of labor and 
good name of our movement, your ac- 
quiescence to suggestion for conference 
is sincerely urged. 

SAMUEL. GOMPERS. 

We have received no Information of 
any further developments in the case. 
In view, however, of the fact that the 
organization in whose favor the award 
has been made is not averse to a 
further conference for the purpose of 
reaching an agreement workable and 
mutually advantageous, it seems to us 
that there is no tangible, good reason 
for a refusal on the part of the other. 
We strongly urge upon the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
this view of the matter. 

WESTERN FEDERATION OF MINERS 
—COLORADO SITUATION. 

It is perhaps superfluous for us to say 
how shocking was the constant recurring 
news of events as they developed in 
Colorado. In common with all our peo- 
ple, we were chagrined and felt a sense 
of outrage at the course pursued by the 
public authorities of that State. We had 
ample opportunity of making an investi- 
gation while In Colorado, and found the 
charges and complaints against Governor 
Peabody and the Citizens' Alliance and 
their cohorts fully sustained. Realizing 
that apart from the organized effort 
itself the outrage could only be. rectified 
and the rights to which the men were 
entitled vouchsafed through appeals to 
the highest courts of the country, we 
directed and authorized President Gom- 
pers to issue an appeal in the name of 
the E. C. of the A. F. o£ L., to affiliated 
unions for financial contributions, the 
same to be forwarded to Secretary Hay- 
wood of the Western Federation of 
Miners. We urged that the funds re- 
ceived as the result of this appeal be 
devoted to the purpose above stated. We 
entertain the hope, as we anticipate, that 
the wrong doers will be punished, and 
the wrongs of the men righted. The cir- 
cular appeal was also published in the 
August Issue of the "American Federa- 
tionist," and generally In the labor press. 

We directed President Gompers to com- 
municate with Secretary Haywood of the 
Western Federation of Miners, and to 
make inquiry of him as to what action 
had been taken In the direction indl- 
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cated. We received a letter of which the 
following Is a copy: 

DENVER, Colo., October 22, 1904. 

Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, Washington, 
D. C.: 

Dear Sir and Brother: I referred your 
letter of September 29th to President 
Moyer, but I infer from your telegram 
received to-day that he did not take up 
the subject matter of your communica- 
tion addressed to me. As Mr. Moyer is 
absent at the present time visiting our 
local unions In Missouri, I will answer 
your communication. 

Tou will 8ee by the financial statement 
Issued as a supplement to the "Miners' 
Magazine," a copy of which I will send 
you in a few days, that the donations for 
the months of July, August and Septem- 
ber have fallen off very perceptibly. 
This, I think, can easily be accounted 
for, owing to the unusual number of 
large strikes throughout the East, es- 
pecially the Textile Workers' and the 
Butchers' strike of Chicago. 

Organized labor, generally, seems to 
appreciate the fact that we have been 
putting up a good fight and have prob- 
ably assisted us to. the extent of their 
ability. 

As to the legal phase of the Colorado 
situation, we have, up to the present 
time, been unable to get Governor Pea- 
body or his military henchmen in the 
Federal Courts. Tou will remember that 
In the case of Mr. Moyer, when he was 
confined in the Bull Pen at Tellurlde, 
Judge Thayer of St. Louis issued an 
order to Governor Peabody to bring the 
body of Mr. Moyer into court, and our 
Governor Immediately released Mr. Moyer 
to avoid appearing before Judge Thayer. 
The previous injunctions that have been 
' Issued against the military, the Mine 
Operators' Association, and the Citizens' 
Alliance have been religiously ignored 
by the members of these associations. 
In Idaho Springs, the self-convicted 
criminals, members of the Citizens' Alli- 
ance (89 In number) who were enjoined 
by Judge Owers from interfering with 
the members of the W. F. M. t were re- 
leased by the process of nolle prosse, 
they having absolute control of the Dis- 
trict Attorney. In San Miguel County, 
the injunction was Issued by Judge 
Theron Stevens and was also Ignored. 
This case is likely to come up in the No- 



vember term of court. In Cripple Creek 
district, Teller County, Judge Seeds issued 
a similar injunction, which was likewise 
ignored. In fact the only court order that 
has been recognised by the Mine Operators 
Is the injunction issued by Judge Owers 
on the first of the present month, pro- 
hibiting the Mine Operators of Leadville 
from discriminating, coercing or compell- 
ing members of the Western Federation 
of Miners to sever their connection with 
the organization and take out cards in the 
Mine Operators' Association. It is our 
intention to carry to the highest tribunal 
every legal procedure that we have com- 
menced. It seems almost Impossible, 
however, to do anything at the present 
time, as everything is hinged on the 
coming election. I think, however, that 
yourselves and colleagues, will be satis- 
fied with our work before we are through. 
Thanking you for the kindly Interest 
you have taken in our behalf, I am, 
Tours fraternally, 
(Signed) WM. D. HATWOOD, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

Replying to the question for informa- 
tion as to the total amount which was 
received as a result of the circular ap- 
peal Secretary Haywood replied that the 
amount received for the months of July, 
August and September, was in round 
numbers, $48,000. 

We entertain the hope that the officers 
of the Western Federation of Miners wl'l 
leave no effort untrieA to compel adjudi- 
cation In the highest courts of our coun- 
try upon the constitutional and natural 
rights involved in this case. 

The subject matter in its entirety Is 
set forth In our circular of June 20th, 
already referred to herein, and covered 
in the report of the President to this 
convention. 

It will be remembered that the Boston 
Convention appropriated the sum of <ne 
thousand dollars to the Western Fed- 
eration of Miners, which was forwarded 
by Secretary Morrison, and to which the 
following acknowledgment was made: 

DENVER, Colorado, Jan. 19, 1904. 

Mr. Frank Morrison, Secretary American 

Federation of Labor, Washington, 

D. C: 

Dear Sir and Brother: I am in receipt 

of your letter of recent date, Inclosing 

check for $1,000, amount appropriated by 
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the American Federation of Labor, In 
Convention assembled In Boston, Mass., 
for the assistance of the members of the 
W. F. M., who are on strike in Colorado 
and elsewhere. 

Tours fraternally, 
(Signed) WM. D. HAYWOOD, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

In compliance with the resolution of the 
Boston Convention, and in conformity 
with the policy of the Federation, we di- 
rected President Gompers to select rep- 
resentatives of the A. F. of L. to attend 
the Convention of the Western Federation 
of Miners, and invite that organization 
to become affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. Vice-President 
Morris, former Secretary Chris Evans, 
Messrs. Wm. D. Mahon and R. Corne- 
lius, of the Amalgamated Association of 
Street Railway Employes, were appointed 
as such representatives. They report 
having been cordially received; that the 
addresses were highly appreciated by the 
delegates; and that they had every rea- 
son to believe that their expressions had 
made a deep impression upon the dele- 
gates. A committee was appointed to 
consider the matter. We regret, however, 
to say that affiliation has not yet been 
had. 

CENTRAL BODY, BUTTE— WESTERN 
FEDERATION OF MINERS. 

Considerable bitterness has been occa- 
sioned at Buice, Montana, by reason of 
tae antagonism of the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners to the local unions belong- 
ing to international unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, the 
Central Labor Union of that city bitterly 
resenting it. The application was made 
to us by the central body and by the in- 
Qividual union to Issue a notice, request- 
ing that further contributions to the 
Western Federation of Miners be dis- 
continued. We were disinclined to fol- 
low this course, and received a letter 
from President Moyer, requesting us not 
to comply with this request stating that 
he would be willing to meet representa- 
tives of the A. F. of L. for the purpose 
of adjusting the particular matter from 
which the other difficulties resulted. 
President Gompers endeavored to make 
arrangements for a conference at Butte, 
Montana, but President Moyer replied 
thai he nad engagements elsewhere, 
which would prevent him attending such 



a conference, and he suggested one at 
Denver. Desirous of coming to some 
better understanding and closer alliance. 
President Gompers suggested that Mr. 
Moyer meet the Executive Council on 
the train at Denver, going westward, and 
arrange to have the representatives of 
the organizations in interest present. All 
others agreed to this arrangement, but 
thus far we have not heard from Mr. 
Moyer upon the subject. 

In connection with this subject we 
would say that the American Federation 
of Labor must Insist upon the jurisdic- 
tion of our International Unions over 
their respective crafts, in any city of 
the country, and that it cannot surrender 
that right to any other body. 

We are anxious for peace In the labor 
world, and unity and fraternity among 
the organizations. We have done our 
level best to bring about this desirable 
result, and this policy must of necessity 
be continued. 

LOCAL STRIKES. 

We have endorsed a number of strikes 
of directly affiliated local unions, and 
authorized the payment of the benefits. 
f ihis will be fully covered in the reports 
to this convention of the President and 
the Secretary. 

There is another feature to which we 
desire to call attention. We have formed 
quite a number of international unions 
within the past few years, since the 
formation of the defense fund. Of course, 
when an international union is formed 
from directly affiliated local unions, 
these locals forfeit their further claim 
upon the defense fund, toward which they 
have paid. Desiring to overcome this, as 
well as to give the newly formed inter- 
national unions a start, we have usually 
recognized the equity of the claim for 
some consideration and some financial 
assistance, and have appropriated sums 
of money toward the formation of these 
international unions, but such appropria- 
tions were made from the general fund, * 
when In truth they should have been 
made from the defense fund, to which, 
as already stated, these unions had con- 
tributed. For that reason we recommend 
that when such appropriations are made, 
that authority be given that the same 
be drawn from the defense fund. We 
wish to add that It is not our desire to 
deplete the defense fund at all, but simply 
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to accord justice, and In a legal manner. 
We therefore submit the recommenda- 
tion. 

SAN FRANCISCO CENTRAL BODY. 

It Is regrettable that all the trade 
unionists of this city are not attached 
to the San Francisco Labor Council. 
Conference was held some time last 
year for the purpose of forming: all 
unions Into another central body, and a 
charter applied for. However, the San 
Francisco Labor Council did not be- 
lieve that the move was In the Interest 
of the labor movement of the city or 
of the labor movement In general. It, 
therefore, refused to carry out the agree- 
ment, and protested against the Issuance 
of such a charter. We have advised that 
a conference be held between the rep- 
resentatives of both parties during this 
Convention, In which we shall be glad 
to participate, either In whole or by 
representatives, for the purpose of de- 
termining what course Is best to pur- 
sue In the premises. 

NEW YORK CENTRAL BODT. 

Repeated efforts were made by Pres- 
ident Gompers to bring about an under- 
standing, by mutual consent, between 
the Hotel and Restaurant Employes' 
International Alliance, etc., and the New 
Tork Central Federated Union, for 
the full representation of the interna- 
tional's local. Agreements were signed 
and then repudiated by the central 
body. 

Efforts to secure for the internation- 
al's union the rights to which it was 
entitled were recommended frequently 
throughout the year, but without suc- 
cess. The mattes is not now satisfac- 
torily determined. 

APPEALS FOR FINANCIAL ASSIST- 
ANCE. 

During the past year we had num- 
erous appeals for financial assist- 
ance, each urging that a special as- 
sessment be levied upon the unions. 
In view of the fact, however, that there 
were so many involved, and taking into 
consideration the financial condition of 
nearly all the international unions, we 
were strongly convinced of the inexpe- 
diency of levying such assessments. 

We, however, Issued several appeals, 
some of which brought fair returns. 



We cannot too strongly impress upon 
the minds of our fellow-unionists* the 
absolute necessity of providing their 
organizations with funds* During the 
period when they are employed, and 
without any difficulty confronting 
them, they should contribute to the 
dues that will afford them protection 
In all of the vicissitudes that may be- 
fall them, to aid in securing the improved 
conditions to which they are entitled. 

Experience has demonstrated that the 
failure of the unions to require the con- 
tribution of higher dues, and the con- 
sequent absence of any fund, is the 
cause of strikes and lockouts which 
could and would otherwise be averted. 

When unions have no accumulated 
funds, they are often Imposed upon by 
employers who undertake to calcu- 
late to a nicety how long the work- 
men can resist aggression and hold out 
to enforce a demand, no matter how 
reasonable it may be. The fact that 
men can and do economize, and live on 
less than usual during a contest, Is not 
considered when the employers take an ag*- 
gresslve position, and strikes are thereby 
prolonged to a greater period than cal- 
culated upon by the employers. But 
the presence of a good fund would have 
the effect of moderating the employers' 
attitude and persuading them to a more 
reasonable consideration of labor's 
rights. It is true that appeals for finan- 
cial aid have been of great material ad- 
vantage; that for the Miners' strike, In 
the anthracite regions; for the West- 
ern Federation of Miners, for the Tex- 
tile Workers, and for the Glove Work- 
ers, have had fairly reasonably results, 
but, generally speaking, the issuance 
of appeals for financial assistance Is 
Immediately considered by employers as 
a sign of weakness and as a token of 
distress, that influences them to take 
an obstinate position, in their sup- 
posed confidence that in a very brief 
time hunger will weaken the ranks and 
break the backbone of the strike. 

In view of these absolute facts, 
demonstrated beyond doubt, we desire 
strongly to impress upon the minds of 
fellow - unionists, and to recommend 
and urge upon our international unions 
the absolute necessity and advantage 
to them, to their members, and to all 
labor, that the dues of the membership 
of their local unions should not be less 
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than one dollar per month. Funds ac- 
cumulated from the contribution of 
such dues would not only admit the 
payment of benefits of several kinds to 
the members, but would be the great- 
est preventive of the deterioration of 
the condition of labor, would be the 
easiest and most practical method of 
obtaining improvements in the condi- 
tion of the workers, and accomplish 
these beneficial results without the ne- 
cessity of strikes or lockouts. 

STRUCTURAL, BUILDING TRADES 
ALLIANCE. 

An alliance of the above title was 
instituted during the past year. We 
have made inquiries regarding its alms 
and purposes and have had it explained 
to us by its Secretary, Vice-President 
Spencer. We are informed by him that 
it is not Intended to be in rivalry or 
antagonism to the American Federation 
of Labor, nor to the Building Trades 
Sections, which we have recommended 
to, and which have been instituted by, 
many central bodies. 

We are not in a position at this time 
to express definite judgment as to the 
result of the work of this alliance. Of 
course, we favor and encourage the 
closest possible co-operation between 
kindred trades in all industries, experi- 
ence having demonstrated the good re- 
sults accomplished thereby. It was for that 
purpose that the New Orleans Convention 
provided for the election of a commit- 
tee on building trades; such a commit- 
tee was appointed and reported to the 
Boston Convention. 

If an alliance of the character re- 
ferred to was advisable, we are of the 
opinion that it should have been re- 
ported to that Convention. We are 
confident that the delegates to the 
Boston Convention would have given 
their assurance of sympathetic approval 
and co-operation to any proposition 
calculated to advance the Interests of 
the building trades. 

We can only express the hope that 
the Structural Building Trades Alli- 
ance, as formed, will so conform its 
work as to co-operate with, rather than 
deviate from, the make-up and the pur- 
poses of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHAR- 
ITIES AND CORRECTIONS. 
It was suggested to us in a letter 



from Secretary Fox, of the Portland 
(Maine) Central Labor Union, that the 
Maine State Federation had been repre- 
sented In the State conferences of the 
Board of Charities and Corrections, and 
that the American Federation of Labor 
should be represented by a delegate to 
attend the National Conference of Char- 
ities and Corrections. Dr. S. J. Smith, 
President of the National Conference, 
was also of that opinion, inasmuch as 
many matters affecting labor performed 
in these various institutions would have 
an important bearing upon the interests 
of labor. We recommend that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be authorized to ap- 
point such a representative to attend 
the conference to be held in June, 
1906. 

SPECIAL CALLS FOR CONGRESSES. 

Several applications were made to 
President Gompers to call special Con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor, and congresses of all labor "re- 
form forces," and to call the Executive 
Council together in special meetings. 
These have all been referred to us, and 
we directed President Gompers not to 
issue or endorse these calls. The rea- 
sons for our action are too numerous to 
recount here, particularly as they are 
fully covered in the President's report 
to this Convention. We do not feel 
warranted in minimizing the work and 
the influence for good wrought by the 
organized labor movement of our coun- 
try, and special Conventions and Con- 
gresses, if held, would certainly detract 
from the potency and efficiency of our 
movement. 

UNIFORM LAW FOR CENTRAL 
BODIES. 

It has been urged that there ought to 
be somewhat of a uniformity in the 
constitution and at least part of the by- 
laws, for central bodies, and though one 
series of laws cannot be made applicable 
to all local conditions, yet there are a 
few fundamental principles which could 
be formulated into laws, that should ap- 
ply to all, for the safety and conve- 
nience of all. 

We therefore recommend that this en- 
tire subject matter be referred to the 
committee of local and federated bodies of 
this convention, to consider the subject, 
and report to this convention before ad- 
journment. 
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LEGISLATION. 

The legislative matters which were 
referred to us were duly considered 
and presented to the members of 
congress. This subject is fully covered 
in the President's report and needs no 
further report or comment from us. 
We selected as the legislative commit- 
tee Mr. James F. Grimes of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers and Mr. Charles Nelson of the 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 
The reports of the legislative commit- 
tee were made to us; in the main, they 
were published in the American Feder- 
ation 1st We commend to your favor- 
able consideration the necessity for 
pressing to a final conclusion the anti- 
injunction bill, the eight-hour bill, the 
wise regulation of convict labor, and 
care and watchfulness relative to any 
change in legislation, or any treaty, 
mooted or proposed, that shall in any 
way tend to lessen the provisions of 
existing law relative to Chinese exclu- 
sion. 

REPRINT FORMER CONVENTION 
PROCEEDINGa 

For several years there has been a 
growing interest, not only in the current 
history and events of our movement, but 
also with its earlier history; and inas- 
much as the official proceedings of many 
of the earlier conventions are out of 
print, we have ordered, and there is now 
being printed, a sufficient number of 
copies of these proceedings to make sev- 
eral complete files. Although this will 
entail considerable expense, we deem it 
of sufficient Importance to our move- 
ment to warrant the same. 

UNION LABELS. 

During the year we have endorsed the 
union labels of the following organiza- 
tions: 

International Brotherhood of Tip Print- 
ers, by E. C, July, 1904. 

Brush Makers International Union, by 
E. C, June, 1904. 

International Glove Workers, Decem- 
ber. 1903. 

Amalgamated Leather Workers of 
America, December, 1903. 

THE UNFAIR LIST. 

Some confusion is occasioned by resolu- 
tions being adopted at the convention, 



endorsing applications to place certain 
firms upon the "We Don't Patronise" 
list, particularly when such applications 
have already been endorsed. We, there- 
fore recommend that when such resolu- 
tions are introduced at this and future 
conventions, that It be distinctly stated 
whether such applications are for reaffir- 
mation or re-endorsement. We also urge 
upon our affiliated organisations self-re- 
straint in regard to placing firms upon 
the unfair list. We are not conscious of 
having endorsed any application which is 
not justified by the circumstances, and 
our suggestion is prompted simply by the 
desire to make most effective the action 
of the convention, when an application 
is endorsed. Too large a list of this 
character vitiates much of Its efficiency. 

Whenever an application reaches the 
office of the Federation, an investigation 
of the complaint and an effort for adjust- 
ment is made, and at no time has such 
an application been endorsed unless the 
employers have been given an opportunity 
for a statement of their version of the 
case, and our kindly offices tendered for 
an adjustment. 

When employers arbitrarily assert that 
they will brook no effort at adjustment 
or investigation, or Ignore our effort, we 
have no hesitancy in endorsing the posi- 
tion of our fellow unionists. 

We can exert a beneficial Influence for 
the good of labor and fair-minded em- 
ployers, as well as persuade unfair em- 
ployers to be more considerate of the 
rights of their employes, if we carefully 
and practically utilise the power of the 
patronage of our membership and our 
friends. Too large a number upon the 
"unfair* list diffuses our efforts and ren- 
ders them less effective. 

"WE DON'T PATRONIZE" LIST. 

Applications to place the following 
firms upon the unfair list of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor have been 
made and approved by the Executive 
Council, from October 1, 1903, to Octo- 
ber 1, 1904: 

Art Metal Construction Co., James- 
town, N. T. (Steel Cabinet Workers, 
No. 7294 and Japanners' and Finishers' 
No. 9069.) 

American Brewing Company, New 
Orleans, La (United Brewery Work- 
men.) 
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Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail- 
road. (Order of Railway Telegra- 
phers.) 

Atlas Tack Company, Fairhaven, 
Mass. (Taok Makers' Union, No. 8557.) 

American Hardware Company, New 
Britain, Conn. (P. & F. Corbin — Rus- 
sell & Erwin Company.) (Iron Molders' 
Union of North America.) 

Ballard & Ballard Milling Company, 
Louisville, Ky. (Coopers' International 
Union of North America.) 

Blauner Bros., New York, N. T. (In- 
ternational Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union.) 

Bailey, Wm., & Sons, Cleveland, Ohio. 
(International Association of Machine 
Printers and Color Mixers.) 

Clothiers' Exchange, Rochester, N. T. 
(United Garment Workers of America.) 

Chicago Corset Company, Aurora, 111. 
(International Ladies' Garment Work- 
ers' Union.) 

Diamond Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio. 
(Amalgamated Rubber Workers' Union 
of America.) 

Demuth, Wm. & Co., New York, N. Y. 
(Smoking Pipe Makers' Union No. 
11,402.) 

Disston, Henry & Co., Philadelphia, 
Pa. (Sawsmiths' National Union.) 

Elgin Butter Tub Company, Elgin, 
111. (Coopers' International Union of 
America.) 

Erie City Iron Works, Erie, Pa. 
X Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Ship Builders of America.) 

Goodrich, B. F., Rubber Company, 
Akron, Ohio. (Amalgamated Rubber 
Workers' Union.) 

Grand Rapids Furniture Manu factors' 
Association, Grand Rapids, Mich. (Up- 
holsterers' International Union of 
America.) 

Harbison & Walker Refractory Com- 
pany, Pittsburg, Pa. (International 
Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' 
Alliance.) 

Harney Bros., Lynn, Mass. (Boot and 
Shoe Workers' Union.) 

Hohmann & Maurer Manufacturing 
Company, Rochester, N. Y. (United 
Metal Workers' International Union.) 

Kaiser, James R., Manufacturer of 
Neckwear, New York, N. Y. (United 
Neck Wear Cutters' Union No. 6939.) 

Kokomo Rubber Company, Kokomo, 
Ind. (Amalgamated Rubber Workers' 
Union.) 



Knox, E. M., Company, Brooklyn, N. 
Y. (United Hatters of North America.) 

Kelley Milling Company, Kansas 
City, Mo. (International Union of 
Flour and Cereal Mill Employes.) 

The David Maydole Hammer Com-* 
pany, Norwich, N. Y. (International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths.) 

Merrimac Manufacturing Company, 
Lowell, Mass. (Machine Textile Print- 
ers' Association.) 

Northwestern Cooperage and Lumber 
Company (otherwise known as Buck- 
eye Stave Company of Ohio, Michigan 
and Wisconsin). (Federal Labor Union 
No. 11,218, Gladstone, Mich.) 

Oneita Knitting Mills, Utica, N. Y. 
(United Textile Workers of America.) 

Peoples' Street Railway Company, 
Dayton, Ohio. (Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Street and Electric Railway 
Employes.) 

Palmer Manufacturing Company, 
Poplar Bluff, Mo. (Federal Labor 
Unions No. 10,722 and No. 10,723). 

Remington-Martin Paper Company, 
Norfolk, N. Y. (United Brotherhood of 
Paper Makers of America.) 

Roberts, J. N. and Company, Man- 
ufacturers of Boxes, Metropolis, 111. 
(Federal Labor Union No. 9,280.) 

St. Johns Table Company, St Johns, 
Mich. (Federal Labor Union No. 
11,**2.) 

Stetson, J. B. Company, Philadelphia, 
Pa. (United Hatters of North Amer- 
ica.) 

Strawbridge & Clothier, Philadelphia, 
Pa. (International Ladles' Garment 
Workers' Union.) 

Singer Sewing Machine Company, 
Elizabeth, N. J. (United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America.) 

Union Lumber Company, Fort Bragg, 
CaL (Federal Labor Union No. 10,917.) 

Wick China Company, Kittanning, 
Pa. (National Brotherhood of Opera- 
tive Potters.) 

Washburn-Crosby Flour Milling 
Company, Minneapolis, Minn. (Inter- 
national Union Flour and Cereal Mill 
Employes.) 

Williams Cooperage Company, Pop- 
lar Bluff, Mo. (Federal Labor Unions 
No. 10.722 and No. 10,723.) 
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REMOVED FROM UNFAIR AND 

PLACED UPON FAIR LIST. 

From October 1, 1903, to October 1, 

1904. 

American Brewing- Company, New 
Orleans, La. (United Brewery Work- 
men.) 

Becker, Smith & Page, Philadelphia, 
Pa. (National Association Machine 
Printers and Color Mixers.) 

Carey Brothers, Philadelphia, Pa. 
(National Association of Machine 
Printers and Color Mixers.) 

Franklin Needle Company, Franklin, 
N. ' H. (Needle Workers' Union No. 
9,988.) 

Frank, S. H. and Company, Redwood 
City, Cal. (Amalgamated Leather 
Workers' Union of America) 

Mt Airy Granite Company, Mt. Airy, 
N. C. (Granite Cutters' National 
Union.) 

People's Street Railway Company, 
Dayton, O. (Amalgamated Association 
Street and Electric Railway Em- 
ployes.) 

Santa Rosa Tanning Company, Santa 
Rosa, Cal. 'Central Labor Union, Oak- 
land.) 

Winslow Brothers, Chicago, 111. 
(United Metal Workers' International 
Union.) 

Wagner Leather Company, Stockton, 
Cal. (Amalgamated Leather Workers' 
Union of America) 

REMOVED FROM UNFAIR LIST. 

The following firms were removed 
from the Unfair List at the request 
of the unions at interest, and with- 
out prejudice to the unions' position, 
from October 1, 1908, to October 1, 
1904. 

Brewing* Company, New Orleans, 
New Orleans, La. (United Brewery 
Workmen.) 

Brewing Company, Security, New 
Orleans, La. (United Brewery Work- 
men.) 

Brewing Company, Standard, New 
Orleans, La. (United Brewery Work- 
men.) 

Genesee Hotel, Buffalo, N. Y. (In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen.) 

Herendeen Manufacturing Company, 
Geneva, N. T. (Iron Molders' Union 
of North America) 

Janeway, Wm., and Company, New 
Brunswick, N. J. (National Associa- 



tion' 'of Machine Printers and Color 
Mixers.) 

OFFICE BUILDING. 

The Executive Council was directed by 
the last Convention to Investigate the 
feasibility of purchasing or erecting an 
office building for the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. We have made such inquiry 
and Investigation, not only of cost and 
convenience, but also all other matters 
In connection with the use and ownership 
of such a building. After giving the sub- 
ject every consideration within our power 
we have concluded that the best course 
for the American Federation of Labor to 
pursue would be to authorize the Execu- 
tive Council to enter into an agreement 
for the lease of a building for a term of 
ten years, said building to be either a 
new one erected, or changing and improv- 
ing one already constructed so as to fully 
serve for the purpose and use of the offi- 
cers of the American Federation of 
Labor, and we so recommend. 
PRESSMEN - CHICAGO CENTRAL 
BODY. 

President Higgins, of the International 
Printing Pressmen's Union, complained 
that the Chicago Federation of Labor had 
refused to seat delegates from a local 
union of the International, and had ad- 
mitted to seats, an independent local 
union of pressmen, known as the Franklin 
Pressmen, in no way attached, but hostile 
to the International Union. 

Complying with our direction, President 
Gompers communicated with the Chicago 
Federation of Labor, with a view of 
securing for the International Union the 
rights to which it was entitled. We 
received communications conveying reso- 
lutions adopted by the Chicago Central 
Body, that at its meeting of July 3d, a 
series of resolutions were adopted, the 
substance of which was to the effect that 
the matter should be held in abeyance 
until this convention. We did not be- 
lieve that in the enforcement of a right 
so palpable there should be further delay, 
and we directed President Gompers to 
notify the Chicago Federation of Labor 
that its appeal could not be recognized 
or referred to the San Francisco Conven- 
tion unless in the meantime the consti- 
tution of the American Federation of 
Labor is complied with. 

Conferences were held between some 
of the interested parties, Vice-President 
Kldd acting as the representative of the 
A. F. of L. President Higgins declined 
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to participate in the conference, or to 
have his International Union represented 
therein, and insisted that the Inter- 
national Union had fundamental rights 
Involved, and that these should be ac- 
corded before a conference could be held 
In which he or any other representative 
of the International Union could partici- 
pate. 

We have not heard further upon this 
subject. 

CONCLUblON. 
Of course it Is well understood by us, 
although disregarded by our opponents, 
and by the indifferent among a number 
of our fellow-workmen, that the work of 
the American Federation of Labor Is not 
directed in one particular channel; the 
entire field of labor's activities is culti- 
vated and encouraged. Organization, ed- 
ucation and agitation clear the public 
mind from the prejudices against the not- 
able achievements and noble purposes of 
our movement. We endeavor to secure fa- 
vorable legislation, and particularly to 
prevent hostile legislation both In the 
councils of our nation, as well as in the 
legislatures of the several States and 
municipalities, and broader conception 
and recognition of human rights. These 
are a few of the matters to which our 
Federation devotes its energies and the 
ability of its members. 

It is therefore clear that of the count- 
less matters which come under the ad- 
ministrative acts of our officers and the 
Executive Council, but few can be re- 
ported or recounted herein. 

We have given our time and the very 
best Judgment and action of which we 
are capable to the many interests of 
labor, and have faithfully striven to be 
of the very best service to our fellow 
workers. 

This report is therefore respectfully 
submitted. 

We have the honor to remain yours 
fraternally, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
JAMES DUNCAN, 
JOHN MITCHELL, 
JAMES O'CONNELL, 
MAX MORRIS, 
THOS. I. KIDD, 
D. A. HAYES, 
DANIEL J. KEEFE, 
W. J. SPENCER 
JOHN B. LENNON, 
FRANK MORRISON, 

Executive Council. 



Vice-President John Mitchell was called 
to the chair. 

Delegate J. F. Grimes of the Committee 

on Credentials read the following report: 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., Nov. 15, 1904. 

To the Officers and Members of the A. 

F. of L.: 

Gentlemen: 

Tour Committee on Credentials re- 
spectfully presents the following supple- 
mentary report and recommend that the 
following delegates be seated: 

Mr. Hugh Frayne. representing the Cen- 
tral Labor Union of Scran ton, Pa. 

Mr. M. T. Hudson, representing the 
Sacramento, Cal., Federated Trades As- 
sembly. 

Tour committee further reports that 
having been notified by Secretary Morri- 
son of the A. F. of L. that the Chicago 
Federation of Labor has been suspended 
by the Executive Council; your commit- 
tee therefore recommends that Delegate 
W. G. Schardt, representing the said Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor be not seated 
in this Convention. 

The Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Ship Builders has entered a protest 
against the seating of delegates repre- 
senting the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers on the ground that their char- 
ter was issued illegally and In violation 
of Article 9, Section 11, of the Constitu- 
tion of the A. F. of L. 

Your committee, after careful considera- 
tion, feel that it is not for this commit- 
tee to- decide whether or not the said 
charter was issued in violation of the 
constitution. 

Your committee is of the opinion that 
inasmuch as the Structural Iron Workers 
are now affiliated with the A. F. of L., 
that the Boiler Makers and Iron Ship 
Builders, If their claim Is a proper one, 
should request the revocation of the char- 
ter of the Structural Iron Workers, in- 
stead of seeking to have their credentials 
refused by this Convention. 

Inasmuch as this has not been done, 
and the Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers still hold their charters, legally or 
otherwise, your committee recommends 
the seating of the delegates. 

The protest of the Longshoremen's As- 
sociation against the seating of Delegate 
A. A. Stewart of Federal Labor Union 
8921 of San Pedro, Cal., having been 
withdrawn by President Keefe, your com- 
mittee recommends the seating of Dele- 
gate Stewart of Federal Labor Union No. 
8921. 

Your committee Is in possession of a 
telegram from J. A. Cable, Secretary of 
the Coopers* International Union, stat- 
ing that A. J. Cook of San Francisco is 
appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the absence of Delegate Bablitz. Your 
committee recommends that the delegate 
be seated. 

Federal Labor Unions 11.689. 11,695, 
11,697, 11,708, 11,734, 11,649, 11,659, of 
Porto Rico. Esteban Padilla, 7 votes. 

The Trades Council of Tacoma, Wash., 
with P. W. Dowler, accredited delegate, 
having paid all arrearages, we recom- 
mend that the delegate be seated. 

International Broom Makers' Union, 
John F. Curren, 11 votes. 
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The Trades and Labor Assembly of Ke- 
wanee, 111., 1 vote, having paid, all ar- 
rearages, your committee recommends 
that Delegate B. Cohen be seated. 

Fish Cleaners' Union, No. 11,353. 1 
vote, having paid all arrearages, your 
committee recommends that Delegate 
Joseph Catania be seated. 

R. D. Sawyer, Whatcom (Wash.) cen- 
tral body, 1 vote. 

Gardeners' and Florists' Union, No. 
10,615 of Chicago, 1 vote. John Mangan, 
delegate. 

JOHN T. DEMPSEY, 
GEO. MACKET, 
J. F. GRIMES. 

Delegate J. T. Lavery, of the Utah 
8tate Federation of Labor, moved that 
the report be received and the recom- 
mendations of the committee concurred 
in. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Gilthorpe— I move that that 
portion of the report referring to the 
protest of the Boilermakers and Iron 
Ship Builders against the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers be referred to 
the Committee on Grievances. 

Delegate Lee M. Hart — I move as an 
amendment that the delegates of the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers be 
seated, and the report referred to the 
Committee on Grievances. 

Delegate Gilthorpe— The intention of 
my motion was that after seating the 
delegates the grievance be referred to 
the Committee on Grievances, inas- 
much as the Committee on Credentials 
had commented on it. 

Delegate Tanquary arose to a point 
of order, and stated that if the matter 
was to come before the Committee on 
Grievances a resolution should be in- 
troduced which could then be referred 
to that committee. 

The Chair ruled that the motion to 
refer was out of order at that time. 

Delegate Spencer moved that the 
credentials of John Mangan, from the 
Gardeners* and Florists' Union be re- 
ferred again to the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, as Mr. Mangan- was not a 
member of the organisation Issuing the 
credentials. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Dold moved to amend by 
Including in the motion to refer the 
credentials of the delegate from the 
Chicago Federation of Labor. (Sec- 
onded.) 

The Chair ruled that the amendment 
was out of order. 

Delegate Wilson, of the Pattern- 
makers, moved as a substitute for the 



whole that the report of the eommittee 
be taken up seriatim. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Schwarts moved as a sub- 
stitute that where the committee re- 
ported favorably the delegates be 
seated, and where the report was un- 
favorable the matters be taken up 
seriatim. 

Delegate Gilthorpe — I take exception 
to the ruling of the Chair in claiming 
that this action is not necessary at this 
time. 

Vice-President Mitchell — Delegate 
Gilthorpe has not protested against the 
seating of the delegates of the 
Structural Iron Workers. 

The motion to take up the report of 
the committee seriatim was carried. 

The report of the committee recom- 
mending the seating of Delegate Hugh 
Frayne, representing the Central Labor 
Union of Scanton, Pa., and Delegate M. 
T. Hudson, representing the Federated 
Trades Assembly, of Sacramento, Cal., 
was adopted. 

Delegate Dold moved that action on 
that part of the report concerning the 
Chicago Federation ' of Labor be de- 
ferred until Wednesday morning. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Spencer moved as an 
amendment that the report of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Mitchell— The Chair is 
of the opinion that the amendment is 
not in order. A motion to refer has 
been made. 

Delegate Dodd — Our only object in 
asking to have the matter deferred is to 
get it before the Convention in a proper 
way. The delegates interested are not 
prepared to do that now. 

The motion to defer action was car- 
ried. 

Delegate Gilthorpe — I move that that 
portion of the report referring to the 
protest of the Boiler Makers and Iron 
Ship Builders against seating the dele- 
gates of the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers be accepted, the delegates 
seated and the case referred to the 
Committee on Grievances. 

Delegate Lavery moved that the re- 
port of the committee be received and 
the recommendations concurred in. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 
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Delegate Ollthorpe desired to be re- 
corded as voting: against the motion. 

The report of the committee recom- 
mending the seating of Delegate A. A. 
Stewart of Federal Labor Union 8921, 
San Pedro, CsX, was adopted. 

The recommendations of the commit- 
tee regarding Delegate Esteban Padllla 
of Porto Rico, P. W. Dowler, Trades 
Council of Tacoma, Wash., J. P. Curran, 
International Broom Makers' Union, 
were adopted. 

Delegate Tanquary — I wish some in- 
formation regarding the delegate from 
the Trades and Labor Assembly of Ke- 
wanee, 111. I understand Mr. Cohen is 
a member of the Cigar Makers' Union of 
Chicago, and has no connection with 
the Kewanee organization outside of 
going there and being elected a dele- 
gate. 

Vice-President Mitchell — I understand 
Delegate Cohen is President of the Il- 
linois State Federation of Labor. Is 
there objection to the seating of the 
delegate? 

Delegate Driscoll — I move that the 
credentials of Delegate Cohen be re- 
ferred back to the Committee on Cre- 
dentials. 

Seconded and carried. 

The report of the committee recom- 
mending the seating of Delegate Can- 
tan J a of the Fish Cleaners' Union and 
R. D. Sawyer of the Central Labor Body 
of Whatcom, Wash., was adopted. 

Delegate Spencer — Inasmuch as Mr. 
Mangan is a member of a dual organ- 
ization, I move that his credentials 
be referred back to the Committee on 
Credentials. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Dempsey of the Committee 
on Credentials said the committee 
wished further information concerning 
Mr. Mangan's credentials. 

The motion was discussed by Dele- 
gates Flood, Hart and Spencer. 

Delegate Tanquary moved .that Dele- 
gate Mangan be given the privilege of 
the floor to defend himself. Delegate 
Spencer objected to the motion, and 
said Mr. Mangan should appear before 
the committee, not the Convention. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
but Delegate Mangan declined to avail 
himself of the privilege, saying he pre- 
ferred to appear before the committee. 

President Gompers: Without ex- 
pressing any opinion upon the merits 



of the question at all, it seems "to me 
that, inasmuch as the two diverse in- 
terests in this matter agree that the 
subject matter might be further con- 
sidered by the Committee on Creden- 
tials, that ought to be sufficient for us. 
Mr. Spencer has made an objection, and 
he evidently did not have an opportu- 
nity to present any matter he may have 
had in mind. He is not satisfied, and 
there are some other delegates on the 
floor of the Convention who are not 
satisfied. I am free to say that as a 
friend of Mr. Mangan I want to be 
satisfied that he is a bona fide memb^/ 
of that organization before he is seated 
in this Convention. 

The motion to refer the matter to 
the Committee on Credentials was car- 
ried. 

President Gompers — The report of 
the delegates to the Trades and Labor 
Congress of Canada, Mr. Richards, will 
be read by Delegate Max Morris. 

Delegate Morris read the following 
report: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor: 

Greeting: The Twentieth Annual 

Convention of the Trades and Labor 

Congress of Canada assembled In the 

Cabinet De Lecture Hall, Montreal, 

September 19. 1904. 

Congress was called to order by 
President John A. Flett, of Hamilton) 
Ontario. President Flett (who is also 
Canadian General Organizer of the 
American Federation of Labor), has 
held the office of President for two 
years. The Congress was formally 
opened by an address of welcome by 
President A. Verville, of the Montreal 
Trades Council, who spoke In both the 
French and English language. Your 
Fraternal Delegate extended the greet- 
ing of our organization to the Con- 
gress. Mayor Laporte, when he en- 
tered the hall, was tendered an ova- 
tion. In the course of his remarks he 
said that it seemed almost Providen- 
tial that the Canadian Trades Congress 
and the Canadian Manufacturers' Asso- 
ciation were assembled in the same 
city, and would deliberate during the 
same week. He welcomed them to the 
city both a the chief executive of the 
city and as a working-man who had 
once labored for 50 cents per day in 
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a factory. President Flett, in respond- 
ing, said that the < Congress had no 
quarrel with the Manufacturers' Asso- 
ciation, and, though at times there 
were differences, good feeling: had al- 
ways existed between them. He stated 
on behalf of the Congress that a repre- 
sentative committee would be pleased 
at any time to confer with a like com- 
mittee of the Manufacturers, and 
would also like to see the formation of 
a Civic Federation similiar to that 
existing in our country, and that an 
institution of this nature would be the 
means of doing: away with that un- 
necessary prejudice that is the means 
of keeping labor and capital so wide 
apart. Bro. Charles Mack, Third Vice- 
President of the International Brother- 
hood of Painters and Decorators, also 
addressed the Congress. Bro. March has 
tho honor of being the Past President 
of the Congress. Bro. J. B. Mack, 
Vice-President of the Congress, and 
others also addressed the Congress, 
complimenting the Congress on the 
large number of delegates present. The 
Credential Committee was appointed, 
and report adopted after the names of 
several delegates had been added to 
the list. 

The General Executive Committee 
reported that, after a thorough exam- 
ination, they had come to the unani- 
mous decision that the hostile attitude 
of the Parlimentary Committee of the 
Manufacturers' Association stationed 
in Ottawa necessitated a change in 
the methods followed by them In the 
past when presenting requests for 
legislation to the Dominion Govern- 
ment, and, inasmuch as those opposed 
were conducting an organized secret 
lobby, they had decided to request 
Mr. J. G. O'Donoghue, Solicitor, to 
come to Ottawa, which he did, and 
arrangements were concluded whereby 
he attended during the whole five 
months' session. 

They recommended the Convention 
to provide ways and means for the 
employment of Mr. O'Donoghue as a 
yearly Solicitor of the Congress and 
that his report be taken up in Execu- 
tive Session later on in the week. 

President John A. Flett, in deliver- 
ing his annual address, spoke in part 
as follows: 

UNION LABEL. 

•The Union Label bill was intro- 



duced by Mr. Ralph Smith, in the early 
part of the session. After it had been 
Introduced a new and extraordinary 
ruling was given by the Speaker, that 
a resolution should be passed by the 
House before the introduction of the 
bill. This having been complied with, 
still the bill was not advanced, al- 
though the Government promised to 
set a day for consideration. They 
failed to keep their word, and the bill 
never received the consideration due 
It, although sought for by a most im- 
portant part of the community. 

THE ALIEN LABOR BILL. 

"Another important measure in the 
Interest of the common people was in- 
troduced by Sir William Mulock, the 
Minister of Labor — a bill to consoli- 
date and amend the Act respecting 
alien labor. One of the provisions in 
this Act dealt with the importation of 
aliens on false representation, and was 
Intended to apply to cases such as the 
Italians brought to Montreal by Labor 
Agent Antonio Cordasco, and other 
like frauds perpetrated upon immi- 
grants by the emissaries and agents of 
the Manufacturers' and Employers' As- 
sociation, which have become notor- 
ious of late. The means employed by 
these parties were fraudulent and 
cruel In the extreme. The exigencies 
of the case, in this particular at least, 
demanded a law that would bring 
swift and condign punishment down 
on the offenders. This bill was not 
brought down until late in the ses- 
sion, and met its death at the hands 
of the Senate by design and malice 
aforethought. 

"I desire to again repeat here, what 
was stated in my address to the Con- 
gress last year, and it comes with re- 
newed emphasis: The necessity of 
having more labor representatives in 
the House of Commons was never more 
manifest than during the present 
session/ I would, therefore, urge upon 
trade unionists and the friends of 
labor everywhere to call meetings and 
support by their vote such candidates 
as will pledge themselves to support 
our Interests in the House of Commons 
and the Provincial Legislatures, and 
that the Congress map out a plan of 
campaign that will be of material as- 
sistance In bringing about the exer- 
cise of greater influence on Canadian 
politics. 
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"The increase in the poll tax from 
fifty to five hundred dollars upon 
Chinese entering: Canada has had the 
effect of excluding, or nearly so, this 
class of immigrants entering- Canada, 
and will, I am sure, be a source of 
gratification to the people of British 
Columbia. 

"While the organised lafftrr move- 
ment in Canada has never objected to 
immigrants entering this country to 
improve their conditions and becoming 
citizens with us, yet something must 
be done to prevent the large and in- 
discriminate importation by steam- 
ship companies, philanthropic societies 
and others, of those with criminal 
tendencies, and other undesirable 
classes, who often become a charge 
upon the community. 

PRISON-MADE ODODS. 

"Every effort should t>e put forth to 
prevent the product of prisoners en- 
tering into competition upon the mar- 
ket with free labor. All goods made 
in prisons and offered for sale should 
be stamped." 

In concluding his ad&ress. Brother 
Flett Impressed upon the Convention 
the wisdom of pressing for such re- 
forms only as are of the utmost im- 
portance, as better results are likely 
to follow persistent and intelligent 
agitation if properly directed on few 
issues. 

President Flett's address was well 
received by the Congress, and your 
Fraternal Delegate is of the opinion 
tnat in Brother Flett our A. F. of L. 
has one of the best organizers to rep- 
resent us in Canada, and hope that h*e 
may live long to carry on the good 
work there. 

Secretary-Treasurer P. M. Draper 
submitted his report from September 
24, 1903, to September 22, 1904. The 
receipts from all sources were 
$3,747.96. This amount includes $500 
from the American Federation of La- 
bor as a legislation grant. The total 
expenditure for the same period was 
$3,346.29, leaving a balance on hand 
September 22, 1904, of $401.67. 

INCREASE OF MEMBERSHIP. 

The report under this heati showell 
an Increase in membership in each 
Province in the Dominion. The Prov- 
ince of Quebec leads with an increase 



of 8,871. Ontario, 1,884. British Co- 
lumbia, Manitoba and Northwest Ter- 
ritories, 289. Prince Edward Island, 
498. Nova Scotia, 24. 

Total membership of Provinces 
throughout the Dominion for years 
1903-04. 

1903. 1904. 

Ontario 10,384 12,018 

Quebec 2,300 8,179 

British Columbia, Mani- 
toba, and Northwestern 

Territories 2,463 2,752 

Prince Edward Island.... 41 534 

New Brunswick 544 127 

Nova Scotia 876 400 

Total 16,108 22.010 

The foregoing summaries show an in- 
crease in the Dominion in member- 
ship of 6,902. 

There are 27 Trades and Labor Coun- 
cils now chartered by Congress located 
by Provinces as follows: 

Ontario 19; Quebec 3; New Bruns- 
wick 2; Nova Scotia 1; Manitoba 1; 
and British Columbia 1. 

There are at present 48 Councils in 
the Dominion of Canada, showing 21 
bodies are still outside of the Con- 
gress, and 3 new Federal Unions were 
chartered during the year. 

List of labor organizations In Canada 
up to the 3l8t of August, 1904, as 
shown in the Department of Labor, is 
as follows: 

Local .Trade and 
Province. Unions. Labor Councils. 

Nova Scotia 107 2 

New Brunswick.. 77 2 

Prince Edward 

Island 9 1 

Quebec 238 9 

Ontario 820 ' 89 

Manitoba 69 3 

Northwest Terri- 
tories and Yu- 
kon 63 3 

British Columbia 184 12 

Total 1,567 76 

In addition to the above there are 
five National Associations, exclusive of 
the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress. I regret to say also that a num- 
ber of these organizations are not 
affiliated with the Congress and I 
would respectfully urge on this Con- 
vention to devise ways and means to 
have them affiliated. 
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Secretary-Treasurer Draper's report 
was well received by the delegates, and 
the fact that the gross revenue In the 
year 1899 was only $611.71, and this 
year increased to $3,747.96 shows the 
good work done, and to my mind at all 
events indicates that the wage earners 
of Canada are beginning: to realise the 
value of the Congress. 

When the report of Solicitor O'Don- 
oghue was taken up, the Congress went 
into Executive Session. Mr. O'Don- 
oghue dwelt at great length upon the 
work done before the Parliament in 
Ottawa, and called attention to the 
following bills: 

RE-RAILWAY INSURANCE. 

Bill introduced April 22nd dealing 
with insurance bodies in connection 
with railways, and providing that 
railways should not by reason of any 
contribution to these insurance bodies 
be released from their liability for 
negligence resulting in the injury of 
their employes. The bill was passed, 
but previous to Its passage It was pro- 
vided for taking the opinion of the 
Supreme Court of Canada upon the 
question of jurisdiction. If that court 
should decide that the Dominion has 
Jurisdiction, the bill becomes law. 

RE-OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME ON 
THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

Next session of Parliament a bill 
would be introduced providing for pen- 
sions to officials and employes of the 
Permanent Staff of Government Rail- 
roads for long and faithful services 
and who are at an age necessitating re- 
lief, also for those permanently dis- 
abled or incapacitated. 

The various organizations connected 
with the railroads are doing all in their 
power to have the bill passed, and the 
prospects are very favorable for its 
final passage. 

RE-AMENDMENT TO STEAMBOAT 
INSPECTION ACT. 

Mr. McCarthy, M. P., introduced this 
bill which has for Its object to Increase 
the standard of engineers and to pre- 
vent American tug boats and dredges 
doing business In Canada with engin- 
eers who have not certificates from the 
Canadian Government. The present Act 
allows uncertificated engineers to work 



on a dredge. This bill met the fate of 
many others in being dropped, but a 
letter was received from Sir Wilfred 
Laurier to Mr. McCarthy that a special 
committee would be appointed to deal 
with this and other bills affecting or- 
ganized labor in the early days of next 
session. 

Mr. O'Donoghue also referred to 
questions asked by Members of Par- 
liament (and who are friendly to or- 
ganised labor) on the questions of Immi- 
gration, Entry of Chinese, Union Label 
Bill (now before Parliament), Misrep- 
resentation to Intending Immigrants 
by Agents in the British Isles. 

The Congress worked in perfect har- 
mony, and apart from the matters men- 
tioned which interest the American 
workers there were many questions of 
vital interest to the International 
movement discussed and judiciously 
dealt with. The Congress lasted six 
days. The following officers were 
elected: President, Alphonse Verille, 
Montreal; Vice-President, James Simp- 
son, Toronto; Sec.-Treas., P. M. Draper, 
Ottawa; Fraternal Delegate to A. F. of 
L., John A. Flett, Hamilton, Ontario, 
whom I am sure we are all glad to 
greet. Next place of meeting of Con- 
gress, Toronto. I cannot fail to ex- 
press to you my appreciation of the 
kindness shown me by the delegates 
and officers and the high opinion held 
by them of their American brothers, 
and I am assured from the sentiments 
expressed that the bonds which unite 
us together in our fight for the right 
are constantly being tightened, and 
that the bulwarks of the opposition 
must eventually yield, and the flag of 
labor's liberty unfurled to the breezes 
of a brighter day. 

Your Fraternal Delegate was pre- 
sented with a pretty diamond ring, 
gold mounted cane, and a pair of nice 
sleeve links. 

I was, indeed, very pleased to meet 
Bro. John F. Tobin, Pres. Boot and 
Shoe Workers' Union, present at the 
Congress, and he made one of those 
happy speeches for which he Is noted. 

In conclusion, permit me to thank 
you for the honor conferred upon me 
at the Boston Convention In my elec- 
tion as Fraternal Delegate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN H. RICHARDS. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



94 



REPORT OP PROCEEDINGS 



On motion of Delegate HIrsch the 
report was accepted and ordered 
printed in the proceeding* of the Con- 
vention. 

Resolution No. 2— By Delegate Daniel 
J. Keefe of the International Long- 
shoremen's Association: 

WHEREAS, The following resolution 
was adopted at the thirteenth annual 
Convention of the I. L. M. and T. A.: 

Resolution No. 16.— By Delegate Charles 
Kiehn, Local 271, Hoboken, N. J.; 

WHEREAS, Up to the present day the 
work of loading and unloading of vessels 
of all kinds, as well as the embarking 
and disembarking of passengers on water, 
transportation has been wholly without 
governmental Inspection; and, 

WHEREAS, By the thus unrestricted 
greed for profits of the owners of those 
water transport facilities the lives and 
health of the employees as well as of the 
passengers is most recklessly jeopardized 
on account of the almost entire absence 
of safety appliances for the protection of 
the lives and health of the passengers, 
and workers engaged in the transferring 
of the passengers and freight from the 
vessels of all kinds; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming Exec- 
utive Council of the I. L. M. and T. A. 
be and herewith is instructed that its 
best efforts for the enactment of such 
laws as will compel those companies en- 
gaged in marine transport to install such 
safety appliances as will safeguard the 
lives and health of the passengers and 
employees, and for the creation of a uni- 
fied united States harbor inspection, to 
Include the work of transferring passen- 
gers and freight from and to vessels of 
all kinds; and 

WHEREAS, The theory of the law gov- 
erning the operation of our merchant 
marine has in the abstract many laws 
and provisions, contemplating the safety 
of all persons traveling by water, as weft 
as that of the crew; 

WHEREAS, The fact and conditions 
demonstrate that such laws as are now 
on our statute books to be obsolete and 
in great need of revision. 

WHEREAS, The appalling and wanton 
loss of life on water of late (greater than 
the combined loss during tne Spanish- 
American war) demonstrates the ne- 
cessity of a rigid government inquiry as 
to the nature and character of the life- 
saving appliances and the safeguards. 
The so-calle'd safeguards and life-sav- 
ing appliances In vogue to-day are not 
at all adequate and in many cases worse 
than useless and known to be such, both 
by the government inspectors and the 
owners of said vessels. 

WHEREAS. Many of the disasters on 
water afe due to the great age and un- 
seaworthy condition of the vessels, which 
would seem to demand a radical change 
of the law relative to the inspection and 
documenting of said vessels. The theory 
of the law relative to the preventing of 
the change of name of any vessel .after 
she was twenty years old, had in view 
the protection of the public and the crew, 
but the fact that the public may be aware 



of the age of the craft affords but small 
protection. But when a vessel reaches 
the age and condition where the marine 
underwriters refuse td insure same this 
should be sufficient to put said vessel out 
of commission, yet there are hundreds of 
this class of vessels to-day plying the 
Great Lakes, and it is only after they 
go to the bottom that the public learn of 
their great age. The press every spring 
and fall report the loss of these ancient 
hulks, with loss of crew, due to the 
greed of the owners, who risk the loss 
of the cargo, but with no liability or feel- 
ing for the crew. This will continue until 
the law is amended to cover risks on life 
of crew. 

WHEREAS. The government inspection 
as tp the loading of passengers and 
freight vessels relative to overloading is 
farcical. There is at some ports a sort 
of perfunctory Inspection of excursion 
boats, not at all what It should be, as 
the law is openly violated and there is no 
case on record where punishment was in- 
flicted for violating the law, and it is only 
after some terrible t calamity, like the 
Slocum disaster, that the public receives 
a Jolt sufficient to arouse a spasmodic de- 
mand for something like an efficient In- 
spection and a compliance with the law. 

The overloading of freight vessels and 
the Jeopardizing of the lives of the crew 
Is the concern of nobody, apparently. 

RESOLVED, By this the twenty-fourth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the law relative to 
our merchant marine has outgrown its 
usefulness and calls for the enactment, 
revision or the amending of our present 
statutes as will prevent the documenting 
°i tJ ? e Wf* . an< * unseaworthy craft and 
the Installation of proper and sufficient 
safeguards and appliances for the protec- 
tion of and the saving of life. 

RESOLVED, That the A. P. of L. es- 
pecially ask that the law be amended so 
as to prohibit the documenting of any and 
all vessels over five tons burden who fail 
to carry Insurance to the value of said 
yesssel, or who may be outlawed or re- 
fused insurance by any marine insurance 
company. 

RESOLVED, That the A. *F. of L. urge 
upon the Department of Labor and Com- 
merce the monthly publication of all loss 
of life at sea or in any port, from any 
cause, of all accidents attending the load- 
ing and unloading of vessels at all ports 
under the Jurisdiction of the United 
States Government, and that the Inter- 
state Commerce Commisssion also be re- 
quested to publish the same, in the same 
manner as the accidents, injury and loss 
°/ life is at present compiled and pub- 
lished relative to the railroads. 

RESOLVED, That the law be amended 
so as to empower the Department of La- 
bor and Commerce to appoint a suitable 
number of inspectors at each port of en- 
try, whose sole duty It will be to board 
each and every vessel upon her arrival, 
and Inspect the condition of said vessel 
M i. *A tne ^ health of all on board, and 
w Jlw t] l^ r J here is a sufficient compliance 
with the law as to safeguards and safety 
appliances, to note the sanitary condition 
of said vessel, the condition of the quar- 
ters of the passengers and crew, and to 
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ascertain to what extent the vessel may 
have been overloaded, either as to pas- 
sengers or freight, and make a written 
report of the same of each vessel. 

It shall be the duty of said inspectors 
to inspect all vessels prior to their de- 

Sirture from any port under the jurisdic- 
on of the United States Government, 
and ascertain if the master of the same 
is complying with the laws and regula- 
tions as to the number and safety as re- 
quired by the law* the number of passen- 
gers legally entitled to be carried, and 
such inspector shall have the power to 
revoke or refuse the clearance of any 
vesssel failing to comply with the law. 

RESOLVED, By the A. F. of L that 
a law be enacted or amended to read that 
any owner or owners of any vessel under 
the jurisdiction of the United States Gov- 
ernment having attained the age of 
twenty years or more shall be held liable 
for the safety of all passengers and every 
member of the crew, in any and all voy- 
ages of said vessel in the same manner 
as common carriers are held in common 
law, with the extra provision, viz.: That 
the owner or owners of all documented 
vessels under the jurisdiction of the 
United States Government snail give a 
~bond equal to Ave thousand dollars 
($5,000) for the safe landing of each and 
every passenger and member of the crew 
of said vessel. The said bond to be given 
each year at the date of Inspection . or 
enrollment of said vessel; said bond to be 
approved by the Collector of Customs at 
the home port of said vessel and the 
said bond to be deposited with the Col- 
lector of said customs district prior to 
the Issue of said ship's documents or cer- 
tificates of government inspection. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 3.— By Delegates Fischer 
and McAndrews of the Tobacco Workers* 
Internatonal Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers* In- 
ternational Union has been and are still 
engaged in a severe contest with the 
American and Continental Tobacco Com- 
panies, commonly known as the "twin 
trust"; and, 

WHEREAS, The said trust controls a 
large proportion of the output in the to- 
bacco industry, thus making it difficult 
for the Tobacco Workers to successfully 

Eush a boycott against each Individual 
rand made by the trust; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its officers and 
organizers, give special aid and assist- 
ance to the Tobacco Workers in pushing 
a boycott against each individual brand 
and all brands of tobacco made by both 
the American and Continental Tobacco 
Trust; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request all affiliated 
unions to assist the Tobacco Workers by 
vigorously pushing a boycott against all 
brands of tobacco sold in their localities 
made by the American and Continental 
Tobacco Trust. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 4.— By Delegates Slocum 



and McDade of the International Brother- 
hood of Blacksmiths: 

WHEREAS, There is at the present 
time a difference existing between the 
International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths 
and Helpers on the one side and the Car- 
riage and Wagon Workers' International 
Union on the other side over a question 
of jurisdiction of the blacksmiths and 
helpers, it is the opinion of the under- 
signed, members of the craft they repre- 
sent that jurisdiction over all black- 
smiths and helpers engaged in the car- 
riage, wagon ana automobile manufacture 
and those engaged in like labor, that 
jurisdiction over this class of mechanics, 
together with their finishers and helpers 
should be given by rights to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and 
Helpers; and 

WHEREAS, A meeting was held in the 
city of New York between an authorized 
representative of the International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers 
and an authorized representative of the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional Union in an attempt to adjust the 
difference, in compliance with the re- 
quirements of the constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, and at 
said meeting no definite results were ar- 
rived at, consequently I am compelled to 
bring this before this Convention; and 

WHEREAS, The charter of affiliation 
was granted to the International Broth- 
erhood of Blacksmiths on October 30, 
1897, and while the charter of affiliation 
was not granted to the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers' International Union 
until August, 1901, and at the time the 
charter of affiliation was granted to the 
Carrage«*and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional Union the International Brother- 
hood of Blacksmiths exercised jurisdic- 
tion over this class of blacksmiths, and 
in granting a charter of affiliation to the 
Carrriage and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional union, conceding to them jurisdic- 
tion over the members of our craft, was 
contrary to the spirit of the trade union- 
ism upon which the American Federation 
of Labor is bullded; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in Convention assembled 
grant to the International Brotherhood 
of Blacksmiths and Helpers full and en- 
tire jurisdiction over blacksmiths, their 
finishers and helpers engaged in any 
capacity in building or repairing car- 
riages, wagons and automobiles. 

Referred to Grievance Committee. 

Resolution No. 6.— By Delegates Fischer 
and McAndrews of the Tobacco Workers' 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, The blue label of the To- 
bacco Workers' International Union rep- 
resents tobaco made under fair union 
conditions, by union men; and 

WHEREAS. The Tobacco Workers' 
label is the only proof of the same, as it 
distinguishes union from non-union and 
trust-made tobacco; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assembled 
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in San Francisco, Cal., re-endorses the 
blue label of the Tobacco Workers* In- 
ternational Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be, and is hereby re- 
quested to demand the blue label upon 
all tobacco and cigarettes he may pur- 
chase, thereby showing his loyalty to 
the cause of unionism in a substantial 
manner. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 6.— By Delegates John 
F. Tobin, Collls Lovely, John P. Meade, 
Emmet T. Walls and Chas. E. Lowell, 
representing the Boot and Shoe Workers' 
Union: 

1 WHEREAS, Many complications have 
arisen through the indiscriminate action 
of local unions and central bodies placing 
firms on the unfair list without securing 
the proper sanction of the national or 
international union representing the par- 
ticular trade or calling involved; and 

WHEREAS, Hasty and ill-advised ac- 
tion of this kind has an adverse influ- 
ence upon the general good reputation 
enjoyed by national and international 
unions In the conduct of their business; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Law of this twenty-fourth annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to amend the con- 
stitution so as to absolutely prohibit 
placing any business concern on the un- 
fair list by any local, central or State 
body connected with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor without the sanction of 
the national or international union whose 
interests are involved and endorsed by 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, where such business 
concern manufactures and sells merchan- 
dise outside of the particular town, city 
or State in which such manufacturing 
concern is located. And be it further 

RESOLVED, That where any business 
concern is on the unfair list contrary to 
the spirit and letter of this resolution 
a settlement shall be negotiated, and if 
no adjustment is made by February 1st, 
1905, all firms then on the unfair list 
contrary to this resolution shall be re- 
moved from such unfair list. 

This resolution and proposed amend- 
ment to the constitution is not intended 
to interfere with any practice heretofore 
pursued by Building Trades Unions or 
unions representing trades or callings 
local in their nature. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 7.— By Delegate George 
Mackey of International Brotherhood of 
Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite and Paper 
Mill Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite and 
Paper Mill Workers have endeavored to 
adjust grievances with the Albia Box and 
Paper Co. of Troy, N. Y.; and 

WHEREAS, Said Albia Box and Paper 



Co. have stubbornly refused to treat 
with organized labor in any sense; and 

WHEREAS, Said Albia Box and Paper 
Co. have therefore been declared unfair 
by the local branch of the International 
Brotherhood of Paper Makers, Pulp, Sul- 
phite and Paper Mill Workers and the 
Central Labor Assembly of Troy, N. T.: 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, convened in San Fran- 
cisco, declare said Albia Box and Paper 
Co. of Troy, N. T. f unfair. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 8.— By Delegate George 
Mackey of International Brotherhood of 
Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite and Paper 
Mill Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers, Pulp. Sulphite 
and Paper Mill Workers, an organization 
of a few years' existence which has had 
a severe struggle to build up a member- 
ship in the face of bitter opposition by 
our employers; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of Paper 
and Pulp Makers, by reason of numerous 
strikes and lockouts, waged not only in 
the interests of the shorter hour and the 
living wage principle, but for our very 
existence; and 

WHEREAS, The manufacturers of pa- 
per and pulp throughout the country have 
formed associations and alliances for the 
avowed purpose of exterminating the or- 
ganization of Paper and Pulp Makers: 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor render the Brotherhood 
of Paper and Pulp Makers assistance at 
this critical time by placing one or more 
organizers in the field at the disposal of 
the Brotherhood of Paper and Pulp Mak- 
ers. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 9.— By Delegate George 
Mackey of International Brotherhood of 
Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite and Paper 
Mill Workers: 

WHEREAS, Members of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Paper Makers, 
Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers 
are being subjected to many hazardous 
risks through the negligence of employ- 
ers, in not protecting dangerous places 
In and around machinery; and 
% WHEREAS, A large percentage of ac- 
cidents and deaths among Paper and Pulp 
Makers are due to a lack of proper pro- 
tection In said mills; and 

WHEREAS, Factory inspectors are 
not recognized among working men as 
such because of a lack of any uniform 
or any visible badge of office; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor Insist up- 
on a more strict observance of the Fac- 
tory Inspection Rules in all factories: 
and be it further 
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RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor exert its best influences 
to have a law or order enacted in all 
States requiring that all Factory Inspec- 
tors shall wear a uniform or some visible 
badge when on duty; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor put forth its best en- 
deavors to have a law enacted in all 
States requiring all Factory Inspectors 
to submit to a rigid Civil Service exam- 
ination. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 10.— By W. Macarthur, 
International Seamen's Union of Amer- 
ica: 

WHEREAS, The recurrence of Jurisdic- 
tion disputes in the Conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor occupies 
much time and effort which could be bet- 
ter devoted to devising and perfecting 
measures of common defense against the 
common opposition to organized labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the following rec- 
ommendations are hereby submitted to 
the affiliated organizations, as a basis of 
temporary adjustment and final settle- 
ment, to- wit: 

1. Except in the case of those disputes 
satisfactorily adjusted by this or any pre- 
ceding Convention, by mutual agreement 
or by other means, organizations now 
in disagreement, or which may here- 
after disagree upon questions of Jurisdic- 
tion shall permit the disputed points to 
rest in abeyance for the period of one 
year from this date. 

2. During this period each organization 
in question shall be permitted to retain 
and exercise Jurisdiction so far as the 
same is actually established at the time 
of disagreement, certificates of member- 
ship to be accepted as prima facie evi- 
dence of jurisdiction. 

3. During this period men and women 
holding certificates of membership in two 
or more organizations involved in a dis- 
pute as to Jurisdiction shall, should the 
question of Jurisdiction over such men 
and women be raised by either or any or- 
ganization, be required and permitted to 
individually choose the organization to 
which they prefer to acknowledge alle- 
giance. Having so chosen, such men and 
women shall be conceded to the Jurisdic-. 
tion of the organizations to which they 
have respectively tendered their alle- 
giance. 

4. During this period the respective or- 
ganizations shall continue the work of 
organization among non-unionists, and 
shall have and exercise Jurisdiction over 
those thus organized, with the assistance 
and support of the American Federation 
of Labor, and without let or hindrance 
from any other source. 

Referred to Committee on Griev- 
ances. 

Resolution No. 11. — By Delegate W. 
MacArthur, International Seamen's 
Union of America: 

WHEREAS. Certain city central 



bodies have adopted the assessment 
system of raising funds for the sup- 
port of strikes, etc; and 

WHEREAS, The assumption by city 
central bodies or other representative 
organizations of power to assess the 
membership of the affiliated unions for 
any purpose is contrary to the prin- 
ciple upon which such bodies are 
founded, to-wit: mutual advice, volun- 
tary co-operation and moral responsi- 
bility, and as such constitutes a danger 
both to the unions and to the bodies in 
which they are represented; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, that the power of as- 
sessment should be reserved exclusive- 
ly to the respective unions and the in- 
dividual members thereof, to be exer- 
cised in the manner provided by their 
own laws, local National or Inter- 
national; be it further 

RESOLVED, That city central bodies 
and State Federations are hereby ad- 
vised that all forms of assessment 
levied by them upon the unions affil- 
iated therewith are opposed to the 
principle and policy of the American 
Federation of Labor and will there- 
for not be sustained by the Federa- 
tion. 

Referred to Committee on Local or 
Federated Bodies. 

Resolution No. 12. — By Delegate 
Thos. Westoby, of the International 
Union of Shipwrights, Joiners and 
Caulkers of America: 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. in its in- 
structions to Organizers, advise that 
Ship Joiners are eligible for member- 
ship in the U. B. of C. and J. of A., not- 
withstanding that the International U. 
S., J. and C. of A. are given Jurisdic- 
tion over all wood-work on ships, boats 
and all floating structures; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That in the future it 
shall be made clear to Organizers of 
the A. F. of L. that Ship Joiners be- 
long under the Jurisdiction of the In- 
ternational Union of Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers of America, and 
under the said named International 
Union of Shipwrights, Joiners and 
Caulkers of America they shall be or- 
ganized, and not under any other 
National or International. 

Referred to Committee on grievances. 

Resolution No. 13. — By Delegate 
Frank Bricker, of the Milkers' Protec- 
tive Union No. 8,861, of San Francisco: 

WHEREAS. Milkers' Protective 
Union No. 8,861, of San Francisco, has 
endeavored for some years past to 
thoroughly organize the dairies in that 
city and vicinity, but such work has 
been greatly impeded by reason of the 
fact that these dairies come into direct 
competition with the products of dairies 
in other localities, the employes of 
which are entirely unorganized; and 

WHEREAS, These latter employes 
refuse to recognize the Milkers' Protec- 
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tlve Union on the ground that the 
latter has no jurisdiction outside the 
limits of San Francisco; therefore be 
It 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in annual Convention 
assembled, that the Executive Council 
is hereby authorized and Instructed to 
make such change In the geographical 
Jurisdiction of Milkers' Protective 
Union No. 8,861, of San Francisco, as 
shall enable that body to organise the 
milkers of the State of California under 
a single head. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 14. — By delegates 
representing the Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers' Union: 

There must and will be an organiza- 
tion of labor while the rights and 
liberties of free-born citizens are in- 
dustrially and politically dissociated 
from the workers. 

By birth, heritage, tradition and re- 
lationship organized labor is the cus- 
todian and conservator of the rights 
and liberties of labor. Organized labor 
is the parent philosophically, economi- 
cally and industrially of the cause of 
Justice to labor. Its progress has been 
►lazed with its struggles to possess 
labor with the exercise of those rights 
and liberties which are the natural 
companions of the spark of life in the 
breast of man. ^Its work will never 
cease until each individual Is placed in 
full possession and enjoys free exer- 
cise of those rights and liberties now 
restricted. There are and can be no 
free workers denied their rightful 
economic estate: and the working peo- 
ple will not enjoy those rights, liber- 
ties and opportunities which are the 
heritage of man until the labor of 
each is requitted on the basis of eco- 
nomic Justice; therefore be it 

RESOLVED and proclaimed by this 
Twenty-fourth Convention of the A. 
P. of L., that organized labor is not a 
separate institution striving for its 
own immediate selfish ends, t>ut is an 
organization of, by and for the work- 
ing people, struggling to reclaim to all 
labor the moral and material value of 
those rights, liberties and freedom of 
opportunities) now enjoyed only in the 
abstract; 

That from out the economic neces- 
sity of labor grew organized labor and 
with its birth went the commission to 
secure economic Justice for all labor 
both organized and unorganized, which 
from its inception it has ever been 
loyal to and has never surrendered, to 
organized labor unorganized labor 
looks for the consumation of that com- 
mission; 

That this work is not a self-imposed 
philanthropic duty but is the breath, 
nutrition and life of the labor move- 
ment, and organized labor has never 
consigned to any other force, or in- 
stitution, Industrial, political or philan- 
thropic, the conservation of the cause 
of labor,' and the elevation of labor to 



its rightful economic place and unor- 
ganized labor has never resigned its 
claim upon organized labor as the 
natural, logical and rightful protector 
of the rights, liberties, opportunities 
and interests of all labor; 

That organized labor is inward as 
outward, and inspired by no ulterior 
motives, seeks no ulterior ends behind 
expletive and cloaking professions, its 
professions like its inspirations and 
object being indubitably substantiated 
by that every day unceasing effort in 
the cause of all labor which has been 
inseparable from it since its birth; 

That the history of the progress of 
organized labor is the history of the 
progress of unorganized labor; 

That organized labor initiated, 
fathered and secured every improve- 
ment in their work day conditions now 
enjoyed by the working people and 
there have been no Improvements 
gained by organized labor the universal 
enjoyment of which has ever been de- 
nied to the unorganized by organized 
labor, such denials having been by an- 
tagonistic forces and interests and in 
spite of organized labor; and there has 
never been a time that the pulse of 
organized labor did not beat in rhythm 
with the needs of all labor and the 
hopes of non-union labor; and 

That the ultimate object is the at- 
tainment of economic Justice for union 
and non-union labor and that organized 
labor was primarily, is now and will 
be in futurity, the first and foremost 
advocate, friend, protector and pro- 
motor or the rights, liberties, oppor- 
tunities and interests of organized or 
unorganized, union or non-union labor. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 15. — By Delegates 
Roady Kenehan and John Fitzpatrlck, 
of the Journeymen Horse Shoers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Bro- 
therhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers 
have permitted their local unions to 
accept as members men who clearly 
come under the Jurisdiction of and 
are eligible to membership in the local 
unions of the International Journey- 
men Horse Shoers' Union; and 

WHEREAS, If this practice is al- 
lowed to continue It will cause con- 
siderable friction between the Black- 
smiths and Horse Shoers throughout 
the country, and will greatly weaken 
and retard the progress of both Inter- 
national Unions; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Officers of 
the International Horse Shoers' Union 
have made repeated efforts to bring 
about a meeting with the officers of 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths so that 
an understanding might be reached; 
and 

WHEREAS, We' have failed to ar- 
range such meeting; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor that the Inter- 
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national Brotherhood of Blacksmiths 
and Helpers be instructed to turn over 
to the International Journeymen Horse 
Shoers' Union every horse shoer now 
holding: membership in their organisa- 
tions, and they be further instructed 
not to transgress the Jurisdiction of 
the Horse Shoers in the future but 
confine themselves to their jurisdic- 
tion as outlined in their Constitution 
and By-laws. 

Referred to Committee on Griev- 



Resolution No. 16. — By Delegates 
Roady Kenehan and John Fltzpatrick, 
of the Journeymen Horse Shoers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Jour- 
neymen Horse Shoers' Union has had 
several important strikes during: the 

East two years which have been a 
eavy financial drain upon the funds 
of the International and the local 
unions; and 

WHEREAS, The horseshoeing: trade is 
not as well organized as it should be 
although the International Union is 
directing every effort to this end, but 
has not the funds to carry on this 
work as effectually as it should be; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby pledge its ful- 
lest support to the International Jour- 
neyman Horse Shoers' Union, and will 
assist in every possible way to or- 

f:anize every horseshoer in this coun- 
ry; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor pay one-half the ex- 
penses of a special organizer for one 
year for this purpose; the organizer to 
be selected by the International Horse 
Shoers' Union and be acceptable to the 
Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 17. — By Delegate Mrs. 
O. P. Smith, of the Women's Interna- 
tional Union Label League: 

WHEREAS, The preconcerted move- 
ment on the part of the people who are 
antagonistic to organized labor, and 
their efforts to defeat the aims and 
objects of our movement, are such 
that it will require the united labors 
of all members of organized labor and 
its friends, in order to maintain our 
prestige in the industrial field, with 
the "Citizens , Alliance/' Manufacturers' 
Associations and like combinations of 
capital making every effort and using 
every device and coercion in order to 
Injure organized labor, by destroying 
and depriving labor of one of its most 

Itotent and powerful weapons (name- 
y), the Union Label; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we use every 
means at our command to aid and en- 
courage the use and influence of the 
"union label" and to this end we favor 
the adoption of such legislation and 
measures at this, the Twenty-fourth An- 



nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, as will tend to fur- 
ther strengthen our position along this 
line, also to adopt such measures that 
will enable the members of organized 
labor to more effectually prosecute the 
sale of the products of union labor; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That as an organization 
known as the Women's International 
Union Label League has a representa- 
tive in attendance at this Convention, 
and as said organization, the Women's 
International Union Label League, has 
been a powerful factor in ti.e work of 
creating the demand for union made 

? products, that we respectfully request 
hat the Women's International Union 
Label League be granted a Certificate 
of Affiliation from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and that every or- 
f animation affiliated with the American 
ederation of Labor is requested to 
assist the Women's International Union 
Label League in their efforts to en- 
large the scope and influence of the 
labor movement. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 18. — By Delegates Lee 
M. Hart and Patrick Maloney, of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes: 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor issued a general demand 
that all its affiliated National and In- 
ternational Unions should use its every 
energy to thoroughly unionize . the 
city of Philadelphia; and 

WHEREAS, At the Twelfth Annual 
Convention of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
recently held in the City of Milwaukee, 
it was unanimously decided that we 
comply with the orders of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor by placing 
its full moral and financial support in 
the City of Philadelphia; and 

WHEREAS, The International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
have recently made a full and thor- 
ough investigation of that craft in 
that city and found conditions in a 
demoralized state; and 

WHEREAS, It is the purpose of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes to have its General 
Executive Council to go to Philadel- 
phia, there to remain until they can 
secure the absolute recognition of their 
local union; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor indorse the atti- 
tude assumed by the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes, 
and further instruct its Organizers 
and members in the City of Philadel- 
phia and vicinity to give their full 
moral support to thoroughly unionize 
the theatres and amusement places of 
Philadelphia and vicinity. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 19.— By Delegate 
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George Bee h told, of the International 
Brotherhood of Foundry Employes: 

WHEREAS. The International Bro- 
therhood of Foundry Employes has 
been organized for the protection of 
the men employed in the iron and 
steel industry; and 

WHEREAS, There are yet many 
large cities and sections of this great 
continent where the Foundry Em- 
ployes are in a deplorable state, owing 
to its unorganized conditions; there- 
fore be It 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Board of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be and is hereby em- 
powered and directed to appoint a 
special organizer, whose duty it shall 
be to devote his entire time for six 
months for the purpose of effectively 
organizing the thousands of laborers 
employed in the iron and steel indus- 
try; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That said organizer be 
a practical foundry worker. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 20. — By Delegate 
Louis J. Gordon, of the United Cloth 
Hat and Cap Makers: 

WHEREAS, The label of the above 
organization has been officially en- 
dorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS. Such endorsement mater- 
ially aided the Cloth Hat and Cap 
Makers of N. A.; and 

WHEREAS, The calling for the 
union label by trade unionists mater- 
ially assists all unions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the A. F. of L., in 
Convention assembled, again endorses 
the label of the C H. and C. M. of N. A., 
and urges all affiliated unions and 
all unaffiliated ones to insist upon the 
label being on all cloth hats and caps 
and especially upon uniform caps, that 
they may have occasion to use. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 21. — By Delegate 
Louis J. Gordon, of the United Cloth 
Hat and Cap Makers: 

WHEREAS, Several unions affiliated 
with the Building Trades Council of 
S. F., Cal., paraded on Labor Day, 1904, 
in non-union cloth hats and caps; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Council of S. F., Cal., officially upheld 
and endorsed this action of these 
unions; and , 

WHEREAS, Such action resulted in 
the lockout and the defeat of Local 9, 
U. C. H. and C. M. of N. A.; and 

WHEREAS, Repeated actions of this 
character must inevitably result to 
the detriment of all unions; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L., 
in Convention assembled, denounces 



and condemns the action of the Build- 
ing Trades Council of & F„ Cal., and 
be It further 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. re- 
quests and urges all affiliated and un- 
affiliated trades organizations to see 
to it that the label of the C. H. and C. 
M. of N. A. be on all cloth hats and 
caps union men wear on Labor Days' 
parade. 

Referred to Committee on Griev- 
ances. 

Resolution No. 22. — By Delegate 
Louis Rentelman, of the San Francisco 
Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
sage and enforcement of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, has been succeeded by 
an evil similar in general character, 
but much more threatening in its pos- 
sibilities, to-wit: the immigration to 
the United States and its insular ter- 
ritory of large and increasing numbers 
of Japanese and Korean laborers; and 

WrxEREAS, The American public 
sentiment against the immigration of 
Chinese labor, as expressed and cry- 
stallized in the enactment of the Chin- 
ese Exclusion Act, finds still stronger 
justification in denlanding prompt and 
adequate measures of protection 
against the immigration of Japanese 
and Korean labor, on the grounds, first, 
that the wage and living standards of 
such labor are dangerous to, and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of. the Amer- 
ican standards in these essential 
respects; secondly, that the radical in- 
compatibility, as between the peoples 
of the Orient and the United States, 
presents a problem of race preserva- 
tion which it is our imperative duty 
to solve In our own favor, and which 
can only be thus solved by a policy of 
Exclusion: and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion by these Oriental races of our in- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatened, and partly accomplished, 
extension of that system to the Pacific 
Coast and other Western localities of 
the United States, constitutes a stand- 
ing danger, not only to the domestic 
?ieace, but to the continuance of 
riendly relations between the nations 
concerned; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be en- 
larged and extended so as to perman- 
ently exclude from the United States 
and its insular territory all classes 
of Japanese and Koreans, other than 
those exempted by the present terms 
of that Act: further 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions 
be submitted, through the proper 
avenues, to the Congress of the United 
States, with a request for favorable 
consideration and action by that body. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- - 
tions. 

Resolution No. 23.— By Delegates C. E. 
Schmidt and Herman May of the Amal- 
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gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
"Workmen: 

WHEREAS, The struggle between or- 
ganized labor and organized capital seems 
to be growing more intense every year; 
a nd 

WHEREAS, We have recently seen 
such monstrous orders issued that a man 
who has reached the age of 36 years 
should not be given employment in the 
plants of the steel trust and other large 
corporations; and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor, which is 
ever striving to place the workers on a 
higher plane, will, if this age limit is ap- 
plied in all industries, retrograde, instead 
of progress; and 

WHEREAS, The meads through which 
such un-American tendencies can be re- 
sisted lie in the raising of the standard 
of life among the workers, and this can- 
not successfully be done while the Amer- 
can workman is subject to the competi- 
tion of the Mongolian race, which can- 
not be unionized or Americanized; and 

WHEREAS, The immigration of Jap- 
anese laborers is increasing at an alarm- 
ing rate and these laborers have already 
worked great injury to American work- 
men by practically monopolizing work In 
certain industries on account of the low 
rate of wages they are willing to accept; 
and 

WHEREAS, This influx of Japanese, 
unless restricted, must tend to lower the 
standard of living among the wage- 
earners of the country; be It 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L., 
through its Legislative Committee, use 
all lawful means to secure the necessary 
legislation to have the laws governing 
Chinese immigration also apply to Jap- 
anese and all others of the Mongolian 
race. 
* Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 24.— By Delegates C. E. 
Schmidt and Herman May of the Amal- 
gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen Union: 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Meat 
Cutters and Butcher Workmen of North 
America have Just passed through a se- 
vere struggle which has depleted their 
treasury and reduced their membership; 
and 

WHEREAS, The combined efforts of 
organized capital is now using every 
means in their power to prevent the A. 
M. C. and B. W. of N. A. from rebuild- 
ing their organization; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. do 
place an organizer in the field to devote 
his entire time to the organizing of the 
A. M. C. and B. W. of N. A., and that the 
International Executive " Board of the A. 
M. C. and B. W. of N. A. shall appoint 
such organizer at the expense of the 
A. F. of L. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 25.— By Delegate James 
Q. Cain of the Photo Engravers' Inter- 
national Union: 



WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has for several years past been 
upon record, reaffirmed at each annual 
Convention, as opposed to antl-scalping 
laws, and its influence has prevented the 
adoption by the United States Congress, 
and by the Legislatures of many of our 
States, of laws inimical to ticket brok- 
erage; and 

WHEREAS, Failing because of the op- 
position of organized labor to secure 
through legislation laws so repugnant to 
the people, the great railroad trusts are 
now endeavoring to prevail, and in some 
cases have prevailed, upon the Judges of 
the courts to legislate by injunction, and 
by this abuse of legal process prevent 
the transfer of railroad tickets from the 
original purchaser to other persons; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the arbitrary cus- 
tom of transportation companies in plac- 
ing descriptions of purchasers upon tick- 
ets, and requiring such purchasers to 
sign unfair, one-sided contracts, is an 
imposition and an outrage, as all railroad 
tickets should be good to the bearer. Be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That we hold that tHe 
ownership of a railway ticket, after it 
has been purchased by the passenger, Is 
vested In the purchaser, and that It Is 
his right, both morally and legally, to 
use it himself, wholly or in part, or dis- 
pose of it to others as he may see fit; 
and that the use of non-transferable con- 
tract, signature and descriptive tickets 
by the railroad companies is an outrage 
upon the traveling public, and a pre- 
sumptuous and unwarranted interference 
with the property rights of passengers. 

RESOLVED, That we denounce the 
Joint validating agency system as a nui- 
sance, an unnecessary expense and an- 
noyance to travelers, and a discreditable 
scheme on the part of railroad compan- 
ies to repudiate obligations and profit 
enormously by the forfeiture of tickets 
in the hands of purchasers who are un- 
able to personally use them. 

RESOLVED, That we deplore the ap- 
parent willingness of some of the courts 
of this country to sanction the arbitrary 
and uajust agreements of unlawful pas- 
senger associations by issuing injunctions 
to prevent the transfer of so-called con- 
tract tickets, and we denounce such ac- 
tion as an abuse of legal process and a 
course tending to bring edicts of the 
courts into contempt. 

RESOLVED, That we again request all 
State Federations, Central Trades and 
Labor Councils, and Labor Unions allied 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
to use every effort to defeat antl-scalping 
tills and city ordinances inimical to 
ticket brokerage, and again Instruct our 
Legislative Committee at Washington to 
oppose all antl-scalping bills that have 
been, or may be, introduced in the United 
States Congress. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. ^ _ 

The Convention was then adjourned 

until 2 p. m. 
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SECOND DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order 
at 2 o'clock p. m. by President Gom- 
pers. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Slocum, Low- 
ell, Priestersbach, Butterworth, Hoeneck, 
Brady, Gengenbach, Barnes, Baum, Sul- 
livan (M. J.), Jacoby, Wilson (H. H.), 
Farrell, Smith (J. W.), DeVllliers, Hutch- 
inson Greenlaw, Lynch (E. J.), Wilson 
(W. B.), Ryan (W. D.), Fahy, Bahlhorn, 
Sullivan (Jas. H.), Mason, Dix, Higgins, 
Dinan, Quick, Ramsay, Orr, Cornelius, 
Maloney (P.), Lindow, Powell, Berger, 
Morgan, Madden, Igleslas, Cohen (B.), 
Micrel, Brown (Morris), Lock, Harris, 
Lavery (Jas. A.), Ward, Walker, Dunn 
(J. P.), Rentelman, Woodmansee, Owens, 
Payne, Moffltt (C. M.), O'Shea (Dennis), 
Morris, Burke. Coffey, "Edmonson, Cata- 
nia, Brlcker, Pillsbury, Bell, Keefe, Da- 
mozonlo, Dale, Schilling, Meinert, Dowd, 
Padilla. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read an invita- 
tion from the California Promotion 
Committee to the delegates to call at 
the headquarters of the committee and 
obtain literature and information con- 
cerning points of interest in the State. 

Delegate McArthur spoke on the 
question of the invitation and said in 
part: I should like to have the Con- 
vention know something concerning 
this committee. It is designated partly, 
if not primarily, for the purpose of 
creating a surplus of labor in the 
State of California. Organized labor 
in this State does not look with favor 
on the California Promotion Committee. 
I think you should be Informed of the 
character of this committee. 

It was announced from the floor uf 
the Convention that Mr. Michael 
Davitt was in the audience, and a mo- 
tion was made and seconded that he 
be given a seat on the platform. 

The motion was carried, and Presi- 
dent Gompers requested Sergeant-at- 
Arms Casey to escort Mr. Davitt to the 
platform. 

Mr. Davitt was greeted with ap- 
plause, and requested by the Conven- 
tion to make an address. 



President Gompers — I know I ex- 
press the sentiments of the delegates 
when I say Mr. Davitt is right heartily 
welcomed to the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Vice-President Duncan — In order to 
comply with the laws of the American 
Federation of Labor, as well as to per- 
form a pleasant duty, I move that Mr. 
Davitt be invited to address the Con- 
vention. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried, and after an introduction by the 
Chairman, Mr. Davitt said: 

"I thank you, gentlemen, for the un- 
expected honor you have conferred 
upon me. I came here to listen and 
not to speak. Being an Irishman, I 
am unaccustomed to speak. But, 
recognizing the importance of the 
work you have to do, I shall not take 
advantage o>f your kindness and stand 
for more than one minute in the way 
of the performance of the duty you 
have come here to discharge. I can 
only say that from the bottom of my 
heart I wish you every success in this 
Convention, and wish you victory in 
all your aims and aspirations." 

President Gompers called for reports 
of committees. None of the committees 
being ready to report, Vice-President 
Duncan moved that the rules be sus- 
pended and the Convention adjourned 
until 9 o'clock Wednesday morning to 
allow the committees to work. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
and the Convention adjourned. 

Resolution No. 26. — By Delegate B. 
B. Rosenthal, of the Upholsterers* In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor granted a charter to the 
Mattress Makers, who were formerly 
a part of the Upholsterers' Internation- 
al Union; and 

WHEREAS, President Engel of the 
Upholsterers'. International Union acted 
upon his own responsibility and with- 
out the advice and consent of the Execu- 
tive Board of the Upholsterers' Inter- 
national Union in consenting to the 
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issuance of a charter by the American 
Federation of Labor to the Mattress 
Makers; and 

WHEREAS, The issuance of such 
charter has been detrimental to the 
best interests of the Upholsterers' In- 
ternational Union and the labor move- 
ment in general; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled, herewith instructs Its Executive 
Council, President and Secretary to re- 
voke the charter granted the Mattress 
Makers and place them again under 
the jurisdiction and control of the 
Upholsterers* International Union. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 27. — By Delegate B. 
B. Rosenthal, of the Upholsterers* In- 
ternational Union: 

"WHEREAS, A Convention has been 
called for December 16, 1904, in the 
City of Washington, D. C, by the Car- 
pet Layers, for the purpose of form- 
ing an International body; and 

WHEREAS, Such Carpet Layers and 
Mechanics are now or have been mem- 
bers of the Upholsterers' Union, and 
have, as organizations, surrendered 
their charters and withdrawn from the 
Upholsterers' International Union or 
propose doing so; and 

WHEREAS, Jurisdiction over this 
class of work has been granted the 
Upholsterers' International Union by 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
such work in the past has been done 
by members of the upholsterers' Union 
and rightfully belongs to the Uphol- 
sterers craft; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Upholsterers' In- 
ternational Union that we vigorously 
protest against the issuance by the 
American Federation of Labor of a 
charter to the Carpet Layers; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we call upon the 
American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention to instruct its Executive Coun- 
cil, President and Secretary to carry 
out the law of the American Federation 
of Labor and refuse a charter to the 
Carpet Layers and allow the Upholster- 
ers to maintain jurisdiction over such 
men and work, which rightfully be- 
longs to them, who should remain 
under the Jurisdiction of the Uphol- 
sterers' International Union. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 28. — By Delegate B. 
B. Rosenthal, of the Upholsterers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The members of the Up- 
holsterers' international Union em- 
ployed by the furniture manufac- 
turers of Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 
January, 1904, struck for the enforce- 
ment of the nine-hour day; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the ef- 
forts of the members of organized 
labor for the shortening of the day's 
labor should have the unanimous sup- 
port of all thinking people; and 



WHEREAS, The gallant fight of the 
Upholsterers of Grand Rapids for the 
shorter workday commends itself to 
organized labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, that we call upon all friends of 
labor to refuse to purchase furniture 
of any kind manufactured by members 
of the Furniture Manufacturers' As- 
sociation of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 29. — By Delegate Geo. 
E. Shaver, of the Portland, Ore., Trades 
Council: 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor as an aggressive and re- 
form Movement should use every 
agency for the prominence and propa- 
gation of their ideas; and 

WHEREAS, They have in this spirit 
constructed at St. Louis a booth in 
Social Economy Hall, illustrative of 
the forward movement of the organ- 
ized working people of this country; 
and 

WHEREAS, This display of effective 
and beneficial methods of organized 
labor should have greater advertise- 
ment on this Pacific Coast; therefore 
be It 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
instruct our incoming Executive Board 
to remove from St. Louis the present 
display, with its installment, and 
ship same to Portland, Oregon, and set 
it up in the Educational Building of the 
Lewis and Clark Centennial and Amer- 
ican Pacific Exposition and Oriental 
Fair, to the end that our visitors, our 
citizens and all students of economic 
conditions may become familiar with 
the great work being done by the 
American Federation of Labor for the 
amelioration of the working conditions 
of the American laborer. 

Committee on President's Report. 

* Resolution No. 30. — By Delegate Wm. 
J. Gilthorpe and A. T. Porter, of the 
Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Shin, Builders: 

WHEREAS, Samuel Gompers, Presi- 
dent, Frank Morrison. Secretary, and 
Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, as at that time 
constituted, to- wit: James Duncan, 
John Mitchell, James O'Corinell, Max 
Morris, Dennis Hayes and J. B. Lennon, 
in violation of the Constitution of 
the American Federation of Labor dur- 
ing the month of August or September, 
1903, did issue a charter to the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers, with the 
seal of the Federation affixed; and 

WHEREAS. In doing so they violated 
the spirit and letter of Article IX, Sec- 
tion II, of the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, as made 
and provided, which Article and Sec- 
tion requires that nil applications for 
charter shall first be submitted to the 
closely allied crafts for their inspec- 
tion and approval before such charter 
can be issued; and 
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WHEREAS, Said charter was issued 
to the above-mentioned organization 
at the time this Brotherhood had al- 
ready and beforehand made emphatic 
protest in writing to the Secretary of 
the Federation at Washington, D. C, 
against issuing said charter to the 
above-mentioned organization, until 
the letter and spirit of Article IX, Sec- 
tion II, had been complied with; and 

WHEREAS, That notwithstanding; 
our emphatic protest, said charter was 
Issued and our protest ignored, thereby 
creating a dual organization to this 
Brotherhood; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That judgment be ren- 
dered in accordance with the facts as 
here presented, and charter of the 
Structural Iron Workers be annulled 
and revoked. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 31. — By Delegate M. 
T. Hudson, of the Sacramento, Cal., 
Federated Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, The Local Union of 
Machinists of Sacramento, Cal., were 
affiliated with the Central Body of 
their district during the years 1893 and 
1894, withdrawing early in 1895; and 

WHEREAS, The said local was re 
organized by Organizer R. I. Wlsler, 
of San Francisco, in 1901, and again 
affiliated with the Central Body of 
their district; and 

WHEREAS, The said Local did again 
withdraw their delegates in 1901 and 
being at the present time unaffiliated 
with said councils; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that the International 
Machinists Union be instructed to have 
afore-mentioned Local affiliate with 
the Central Body of their district. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies. 

Resolution No. 32. — By Delegate M. 
T. Hudson, of the Sacramento, Cal., 
Federated Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, Local Union No. 67, Boil- 
er Makers and Iron Ship Builders were 
affiliated with the Central Body in 
their districts in 1898 and 1894, with- 
drawing at the close of 1894, and again 
affiliating in 1901 and withdrawing the 
same year and not having since sent 
representatives to the Central Body of 
their district; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that the International 
Union of Boiler Makers and Iron Ship 
Builders be instructed to notify Local 
No. 67 to affiliate with the Central 
Body of their district. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies. 

Resolution No. 33. — By Delegate 

Chas. Hank, of the Brick, Tile and 

Terra Cotta Workers' International 
Alliance: 

WHEREAS, The Purington Paving 
Brick Company, of Galesburg, 111., has 



refused to permit members of the In- 
ternational Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta 
Workers' Alliance to work in its 
plant; and 

WHEREAS. Said company has been 
put on the unfair List of the Inter- 
national and the Illinois State Federa- 
tion of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor held in the City of 
San Francisco, that the paving brick 
manufactured by the Purington Paving 
Brick Company in the City of Gales- 
burg, 111., be declared unfair to organ- 
ized labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 34. — By Delegate C. 
W. Woodman, of the Texas State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 

WHEREAS, There are some 30,000 
wage earners in the lumber regions of 
Texas who can be organized; and 

WHEREAS, The compulsory com- 
missary insurance and check system 
exists with no regular pay day, in some 
camps there being years between pay 
days; therefore be it 

RESOLVEL That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Board be instructed to send a 
man into that region to make a care- 
ful investigation with a view to de- 
vising a plan by which these wage 
earners may be given relief and en- 
rolled under the banner of the Amer- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 36. — By Delegate W. 
Frank Moyer, of the Washington State 
Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The reading of the re- 
ports of the President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Executive Council and Fra- 
ternal Delegates consumes much valu- 
able time of the Convention; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the aforesaid offi- 
cers be directed to have their respec- 
tive reports printed and submitted to 
the General Secretary, who shall send 
one copy to each delegate-elect on or 
before the 1st day of November. 

Committee on President's Report. 

Resolution No. 56. — By Delegate W. 
Frank Moyer, of the Washington State 
Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS. The Pacific Coast States, 
with its large membership affiliating 
with the A. F. of L., deserves some 
recognition on the General Executive 
Board; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution 
of the A. F. of L. be so amended as to 
require at least one member of the 
said board to be a resident and citizen 
of either Washington, Oregon or Cal- 
ifornia. 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 37. — By Delegate W. 
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Frank Moyer, of the Washington State 
Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The offices of Seventh 
and Eighth Vice- Presidents were 
created for the purpose of settling 
building trades disputes or have juris- 
diction over building trade difficulties; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution 
of the A. F. of L be so amended that 
the incumbents of said offices must be 
members of the buildings trades. 
Committee on Laws. 
Resolution No. 38. — By Delegate W. 
Frank Moyer, of the Washington State 
Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, There are weak strug- 
Sling Central Labor Councils situated 
fn districts containing a comparatively 
large unorganised population, both as 
to unorganized trades or callings and 
members of trades already organized, 
anu as such councils in many instances 
are too weak financially and numeri- 
cally to support a local organizer or 
agent; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. authorize and instruct 
its Executive Board to assist a council 
so situated on applying for aid—First, 
by appointing and commissioning such 
local organizer as is recommended by 
the applying council; Second, by ap- 
propriating the sum of not ess than 
$300 per annum toward the support of 
said organizer, Provided, 

That a council applying for aid by 
the provisions of this resolution must 
appropriate an amount toward the sup- 
port of said organizer equal to that 
appropriated by the A. F. of L, 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 39.— By Delegate H. 
T. Sarman, of the Jefferson City, Mo., 
Central" Labor Union; 

WHEREAS, Experience demonstrates 
that the line of least resistance for 
the enactment of measures in the In- 
terest of the People Is the establish- 
ment in them of a right to direct bal- 
lot, as has been accomplished in Swit- 
zerland. Oregon South Dakota Mis- 
souri, and promised by all the parties 
in Montana; and 

WHEREAS. The line of least resist- 
ance for the establishment of the pro- 
posed system of government in State 
affairs is that throughout the State 
there be circulated for signature peti- 
tions to the legislature .asking .thai a 
constitutional amendment be submitted 
in order that the petitioners (the peo- 
Dle> may vote upon the question of es- 
?ablish?ng their ow* sovereignty urg- 
ing upon the legls ature the .fact that 
it is the unquestioned right or tne 
people to amend their State Constitu- 
?ion whenever they so desire; this 
campaign of Petitioning for the educa- 
tional effect and interest that it wm 
create should be followed by tn fLfVi?* 
tioning of candidates for the le**? 1 *} 
ture thereby Preventing an evasion of 
the issue, and the candidates self-inter 



est will compel them to pledge; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That each of the com- 
ing State Conventions of organized 
labor is requested by the American 
Federation of Labor to consider and 
vote upon the advisability of instruct- 
ing the affiliated central and local 
unions to conduct the proposed cam- 

Saign for the people's sovereignty in 
tate affairs; and 
RESOLVED, That for the establish- 
ment of the people's sovereignty in 
national affairs our President is re- 
quested to frame at the earliest prac- 
ticable day a petition incorporating a 
request for the immediate establish- 
ment in Congress of the advisory init- 
iative and advisory referendum, as 
described in the July 16th extra num- 
ber of the American Federationist, and 
that copies of the petition be distrib- 
uted to affiliated unions, with request 
to circulate for signatures and re- 
turn to the central office at a specified 
time that the petitions may be filed 
with Congress; this to be followed by 
the early questioning of Congressional 
and Legislative candidates who are 
striving to secure the nominations, and 
later the nominees shall be questioned 
if not already pledged: and 

RESOLVED, That wherever a cen- 
tral or local union fails to circulate 
petitions or questions to candidates 
when requested by the National Fed- 
eration or State Federation the Nation- 
al or State Body shall instruct a local 
representative to do the work in the 
name of the American Federation of 
Labor or State Federation of Labor, 
and to sign as 'Local Representative; 
and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor re-affirms the refer- 
endum resolutions of previous Con- 
ventions which declare, in effect, that 
the establishment of the people's sov- 
ereignty is the dominant issue (Reso- 
lution 270, Boston Convention; 121 
New Orleans Convention): and 

RESOLVED, That every voter i* 
urged to agree with his fellow citizen? 
that he will vote for such Legislative 
candidates only as are pledged to the 
Immediate establishment of the peo- 
ple's rule. To-day. as in 1776. the es- 
tablishment of political liberty is the 
dominant issue. Why should voters 
choose between rulers when they em 
at once become the sovereign power? 
Committee on President's Report. 
Resolution No. 40.— By Delegates 
Wm. McSorley and T. C. DeVllliers. of 
the Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers, in their last Con- 
vention at Toronto, Canada, passed the 
following resolutions: 

RESOLUTION NO. 6. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
International Association in Conven- 
tion assembled: 
WHEREAS. The International Asso- 
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elation of Bridge and Structural !r»»n 
Workers, at the Kansas City Conven- 
tion . entered into an agreement with 
the Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers for 
the purpose of unifying the forces of 
the metal industry; and 

WHEREAS, The Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers have acted in bad faith 
without association In violating their 
agreement by calling strikes against 
our men and otherwise using their in- 
fluence against our members by pre- 
venting them from working at the 
metal lathing industry; and 

WHEREAS, Those that are working 
at the metal lathing industry can be 
better organized and protected by be- 
ing a part of the International Asso- 
ciation of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers, and will strengthen the As- 
sociation by organizing them; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That in consideration of 
the foregoing facts that we declare the 
said named agreement null and void 
and declare our right by claiming the 
metal lathing industry. 

E. A. CLANCY. 
WM. H. LUTZ. 

The committee recommended that 
the International Association control 
this work in its entirety. 

Regularly moved and seconded the 
report of committee be concurred in. 
Carried; and 

WHEREAS, It is a direct violation 
of all agreements entered into by the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, 
International Union, and Wood, Wire 
and Metal Lathers' International 
Union, also our craft jurisdiction, 
which has been conceded to us by the 
laws of the American Federation of 
Labor, long before the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers became affil- 
iated with the American Federation of 
Labor, and by their recent action, if it 
is sustained by this body, will be the 
starting of a labor war that will dis- 
rupt both of these International 
Unions and bring about no good re- 
sults, as you can see by the above reso- 
lution, If concurred in by this body, 
would drive us out of the American 
Federation of Labor. Whereby this 
is a direct violation of Article IX, Sec- 
tion II of the Constitution of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention go on 
record as disapproving of any organ- 
ization violating agreements, and try- 
ing to disrupt bona fide International 
Unions, as is clearly shown by the 
action of the Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers, at recent Convention; 
and be It further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention assembled 
Instruct all National and International 
Unions to support the Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union in 
Its claim for jurisdiction, as set forth 
In its constitution, and approved by 
the American Federation of Labor, as 
we can prove we are the only legiti- 



mate organization entitled to do this 
work. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 41. — By Delegates J. 
R. Crozier and D. D. Driscoll, of the 
Massachusetts State Federation of La- 
bor and the Boston, Mass., Central 
Labor Union, respectively: 

WHEREAS, the firms of Derby Desk 
Company and the American Tube Com- 
pany of Boston, Mass., have been de- 
clared unfair to organized labor by 
Mass. State Branch A. F. of L., and 
the Boston Central Labor Union; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the above firms be 

E laced on the "We Don't Patronize" 
.1st of the A. F of L. 
Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 42. — By Delegates 
Sarah Hagan and Nathan Wolff, of the 
United Garment Workers of America: 

WHEREAS, The United Garment 
Workers of America are still engaged 
in the severe struggle with the 
Clothiers' Exchange, of Rochester, N. 
Y., comprising the following firms, the 
Stein Bloch Co., Michaels Stern Co., 
Adler Bros., Garson, Meyer Co.. A. Din- 
kelspeil, Moore & Biers. Black & Co., 
H. A. Hays, R. Goldstein & Co., I. 
Holz Son, Solomon Bros. & Bempert, 
Steefel, Strauss & Connor, Hickey 
Freeman Co., Ely Meyer & Simon, 
Herman Stern, Rosenberg Bros., Levy 
Bros., owing to its refusal as a body 
when presented with a request for the • 
reduction of the hours of labor to eight 
per day, so as to conform to the work- 
ing time in that branch of the trade 
in all competing markets; and 

WHEREAS. The attitude of the said 
clothing combine has induced other 
clothing markets to force the open- 
shop; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled, does hereby re-affirm the con- 
demnation of the organized clothing 
manufacturers of Rochester as being 
unfair and contrary to the spirit of 
our time; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be and is hereby in- 
structed to notify all affiliated organ- 
izations and organizers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to give the 
United Garment Workers of America 
their fullest support in defeating the 
actions of the Rochester Clothing Com- 
bine. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 43. — By Delegates 
Sarah Hagan and Nathan Wolff, of the 
United Garment Workers of America: 

WHEREAS, The International Retail 
Clerks' Protective Association has 
adopted and is now using a store-card 
which they furnish to merchants who 
employ clerks, members of their or- 
ganization, the same to be placed in 
their windows announcing that the 
store in displaying said card is a 
"union store;* and 
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WHEREAS, The display of said card 
is misleading, it being altogether too 
sweeping as the literal Interpreta- 
tion of the term "union store' would 
imply that all merchandise sold there 
was strictly union made; and 

WHEREAS, Such condition of affairs 
has proven a detriment to all trades 
unions manufacturing a product bear- 
ing a union label and given an op- 
portunity to firms displaying said 
card of palming off unfair goods; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor shall and does 
hereby request that the International 
Retail Clerks' Protective Association to 
change the wording of said store-card 
to meet with the sentiment of this 
resolution. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 44.— By Delegate Bert 
H. Beadle of the Watch Case Engrav- 
ers' International Association: 

WHEREAS, The following decision was 
rendered by the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. on June 20, 1904: 

"WASHINGTON, D. C, June 20, 1904. 
Mr. F. Huber, Secretary International 
Association of Watch Case Engravers, 
P. O. Box 263, Canton, Ohio: 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

On Saturday last a conference 
was held between two representatives of 
your organization and a representative 
of the Jewelry Workers' International 
Union relative to Ithe question of the 
union label, and also upon the question 
of jurisdiction. 

In regard to the question of juris- 
diction over watch case engravers 
it was clearly understood and so 
desided that watch case engravers 
should properly come under the jurlsdic- 
tlon of your organization, and that the 
Jewelry Workers' International Union 
should be so advised and to surrender 
such watch case engravers who may be 
now members of that organization, some 
arrangement mutually agreeable to both 
organizations to be made by which the 
transfer of membership can be made with 
the least friction or difficulty. 

At the conference the subject matter of 
a closer understanding and perhaps co- 
operation between your organization and 
. the Jewelry Workers' International Union 
should be reached, both in regard to the 

• issuance of the union label and to pro- 
tect and promote the best interests of the 

* entire craft. It is not understood nor 
urged that your organization should 

1 cease to Issue its union label, but that 
some arrangement may be made where- 
by the best interests of all could be ad- 

'vanced and that in the near future the 
trade may be better organized and : 
joint label might be issued or a co- 
operative effort made for the issuance 
of the label. 



It is further suggested that a represen- 
tative of your International Association 
should be in attendance at the Convention 
of the Jewelry Workers' International 
Union, which is to be held on July 11th 
at Odd Fellows' Hall, No. 66-69 East 
Eighth street. New York City, where bet- 
ter opportunity will be afforded for the 
conference with the representatives of 
that organization, so that the Convention 
might be in a position to take effective 
action thereon. 

Trusting that the same will be agree- 
able, and that in time matters may serve 
the best Interests of all concerned, I am, 
with best wishes, 

Fraternally yours. 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of Labor. 
And 

WHEREAS, The Watch Case Engrav- 
ers' International Association of Ameri- 
ca has complied with the request of the 
Executive Council of the A.. F. of L. in 
sending delegates to the Jewelry Work- 
ers' International Union Convention, held 
in New York, July 1904, and that that 
body did practically ignore our delegates, 
only allowing them fifteen (15) minutes to 
draft a resolution of an agreement by 
which the W. C. E. I. A. of A and the 
J.* W. I. U. could come to some agree- 
ment, it being impossible in the short 
time of fifteen minutes to draw up an 
agreement of such importance whereby 
the two aforesaid bodies could come to 
some mutual agreement in the settlement 
of their troubles, thus practically ignor- 
ing the delegates of the W. C. E. I. A. of 
A.; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That this Convention does 
hereby re-afflrm and endorse the decision 
of the Executive Council of the A. F. cf 
L. In their decision rendered on June 20, 
1904, between the Watch Case Engrav- 
ers' International Asociatlon of America 
and the Jewelry Workers' International 
Union, and compel the J. W. I. U. to sur- 
render all watch case engravers in their 
union to the W. C. E. I. A. of A.; and 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the W. C. E. I. A. 
of A. shall be the only body recognized 
by the A. F. of L. in regard to watch 
case engravers; be it also 

RESOLVED, That the label of the 
Watch Case Engravers' International 
Association of America be the official la- 
bel of all engraving done on watch cases. 
Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 45.-By William S. 
Smith, Central Labor Council, Los An- 
geles, Cal.: 

WHEREAS, A concerted effort is being 
made throughout the State of California 
to disrupt organized labor, in order that 
low wages and long hours again may 
prevail; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in twenty-fourth annual 
convention assembled, that the President 
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of the Federation be and hereby Is re- 
quested to appoint an organizer to work 
within the State of California for a pe- 
riod of one year, beginning January 1, 
1905. 
Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 46.— By Delegate Man- 
uel Alves of the Riggers' Protective Union 
10,298: 

WHEREAS, There has been a great 
deal of friction and ill-feeling created 
between the Riggers' Protective Union 
and Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
over work clalmecLidand performed by 
members of both unions, and if allowed 
to continue will deprive said Riggers' 
Protective Union of a great deal of work 
always performed in the past by them; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil, during the present session, adjust 
the differences if possible. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 47.— By Delegates of the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters: 

WHEREAS, There Is known to exist, 
and is affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, an organization known 
as the United Brewery Workmen of 
America; and 

WHEREAS, Said organization has Is- 
sued charters to, and accepted to mem- 
bership, local unions of beer wagon driv- 
ers, whose vocation is identical with that 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the inter- 
ests of all wage earning teamsters can 
best be conserved by and through affili- 
ation with the organization of their 
craft; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
take such action as will tend to instruct 
the United Brewery Workmen's Interna- 
tional Union, and through their proper 
officials, to instruct their local unions to 
surrender by transfer card all drivers 
now members of said local unions to the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workmen's International Union be in- 
structed to cause such transfer cards to 
be issued at the very earliest possible 
date. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 48.— By Delegate P. J. 
McSherry of Federal Labor Union 9611: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that further immigration 
of Japanese Into the United States should 
be prohibited by law; and that in order 
to bring this question before the coun- 
try, and to bring the influence of the 
American Federation of Labor to bear 
upon Congress in favor of legislation for 
this purpose, a committee be appointed 
by the Chair to draw up a petition to 
Congress in favor of a Japanese exclu- 
sion law, and that the National Execu- 



tive Board be, and Is, hereby instructed 
to forward a copy of such petition to 
each and every local union, Central Body 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, together with a copy of this 
resolution, and a suitable letter of ad- 
vice, urging upon such local unions and 
central bodies the advisability of ob- ' 
taining as many signatures to such peti- 
tions as possible, and instructing them 
to forward petitions after being signed 
to the national headquarters of the A. 
F. of L.; and It Is hereby made the duty 
of the National Executive Board to for- 
ward such petitions to Congress at such 
time and in such manner as will best 
give effect to the purpose of this resolu- 
tion. 

Committee on President's Report. 

Resolution No. 49.— By Delegates Mary 
Kenny O* Sullivan and James Duncan of 
the National Women's Trade Union 
League and the Granite Cutters' Nation- 
al Union, respectively: 

RESOLVED, That the best Inferests of 
labor require the admission of women 
to full citizenship as a matter of justice 
to them and as a necessary step toward 
ensuring and raising the scale of wages 
for all. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 50.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The Tin Foil Workers' and 
Helpers' Union No. 11,115 have made 
strenuous efforts by their own commit- 
tee and by committee of the Central Fed- 
erated Union to amicably settle the ex- 
isting differences between their union and 
the said Arm; and 

WHEREAS, The said Arm absolutely 
refused to confer with any committee 
representing organized labor; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be urged to place this 
firm on it's "We Don't Patronize List." 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 51.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The ravages of tuberculo- 
sis has made frightful progress in this 
country, and especially among the work- 
ing class; be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the necessary ways, 
means and steps be at once instituted to 
check tuberculosis, and, if possible, en- 
tirely eradicate the same. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 52.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OP LABOR. 



109 



WHEREAS, The Piano and Organ 
Workers of New York City have made 
various attempts by committee and with 
committee from the Central Federated 
Union to amicably settle a grievance ex- 
isting at their piano and organ factory 
(Ludwig & Co.) and have failed; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be and is hereby re- 
quested to place the firm of Ludwig & 
Co. upon its "We Don't Patronize List." 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 53.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New Tork City: 

WHEREAS, Decisions of former Con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor have given the Jurisdiction of En- 
gineers and Firemen employed in brew- 
eries to the International Association of 
Steam Engineers and International 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen, and 
the Twenty-third Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, held 
at the City of Boston, rendered a de- 
cision sustaining the claim of such juris- 
diction: be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
• Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor enforce this decision 
and make it effective. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 54.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The Piano and Organ 
Workers' Union have requested the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to place the mentioned 
firm upon the unfair list; and 

WHEREAS, The said Executive Coun- 
cil has not complied with this request; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor place the said Arm on 
the unfair list. 

Committee on Boycott. 

Resolution No. 66.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The firm of Hastings & 
Co. of Philadelphia, Pa., and Kemp & 
Co. of New York, both firms being iden- 
tical, have been placed upon the "We 
Don't Patronize List" of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The International Union of 
Bookbinders have been asked for their 
moral assistance in bringing these firms 
to terms, but have failed tp do so; be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the International 
Bookbinders' Union be and is hereby in- 



structed to assist the Gold Beaters in this 
matter immediately. 
Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 56.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, Past experience has dem- 
onstrated the splendid agitation work ac- 
complished by the Label Leagues which 
have been organized in some parts of the 
country; and 

WHEREAS, The trades union move- 
ment can best be furthered and its power 
centralized by creating a demand for 
union label production, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor instruct all affiliated 
unions, and especially all central bodies, 
to agitate for and organize Label 
Leagues in all parts of the country, and 
urge all local unions who have a trade 
label and all others to join such Label 
League. 
Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 67.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, Several advertisements of 
non-union firms appear in the columns 
of the American Federationist, which 
publication is the official mouthpiece of 
the. American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Such advertisements tend 
to ridicule the labor movement and make 
a farce of the efforts to unionize business 
establishments; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor decides that in the fu- 
ture no advertisements of non-union con- 
cerns can or shall appear in the col- 
umns of the American Federationist. 

Committee on President's Report. 

Resolution No. 58.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The Assembly of the State 
of New York has passed a bill regulat- 
ing employment agencies; and 

WHEREAS, The said measure is of 
great import to all organized labor, not 
only of one State, but of the whole coun- 
try; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby direct that a like 
measure be introduced in the Congress of 
the United States, covering all States. 

Copy of bill hereto attached. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 69.— By Delegate George 
Abernethy of the National Alliance of 
Bill Posters and Billers: 

WHEREAS, Bryan & Co.. bill posters. 
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at Cleveland, Ohio, have declared them- 
selves as opposed to organized labor, and 
have also disrupted our local union in 
that city; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the said Bryan & 
Co. of Cleveland, Ohio, be placed upon 
the "We Don't Patronize List" of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 60.— By Delegate John 
Ryan of the Cemetery Employes' Union 
No. 10,634: 

WHEREAS, C. E. U. 10,634 respectful- 
by petitions this Convention to assist In 
the organization of the men engaged in 
their craft throughout the country; they 
have in their organization in San Fran- 
cisco and vicinity 125 members in good 
standing: they have been able through 
that organization to better their condi- 
tions in every respect, but it is absolute- 
ly necessary that they have assistance 
from this body in the way of organizing 
the men of other cities if their wages are 
to be maintained or further advanced, 
and the!*- organization kept intact; there- 
fore be it 



RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the A. P. of L. 
that the incoming Executive Board be 
and is hereby instructed to appoint an 
organizer whose duty it shall be to or- 
ganize the men engaged in cemeteries 
throughout the country, and the expense 
of such work to be borne by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 61.— By Delegate Frank 
G. Jones of the City Firemen's Union 
No. 11,431: 

WHEREAS, The City Fire Department 
of Pittsburg, Pa., is organized to protect 
and advance the condition of its mem- 
bers; 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. 
through its organizers, make an effort tc 
organize the Fire Departments through- 
out the country, believing that by being 
organized it will be the means of getting 
shorter hours, as the fireman works 
twenty-four a day. 

Committee on Organization. 
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The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M., Wednesday, November 16th, 
Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 

Absentees: Barry (J. L.), Slocum, 
Lowell (C. E.). Priestersbach, Butter- 
worth, Hoeneck, Brady (John), Gengen- 
bach, Barnes, Baum, Sullivan (M. J.), 
Jacoby, Wilson (H. H.), Farrell, Smith 
(J. w.), DeVilllers, Hutchinson, Green- 
law, Lynch (E. J.), Wilson (W. B.), Ryan 
(W. D.), Fahy, Bahlhorn, Sullivan (J. 
H.), Mason, Dlx, Hlggins, Dinan, Quick, 
Ramsay, Orr, Cornelius, Maloney (Pat- 
rick), Lindow, Powell (Geo.), Berger, 
Morgan, Madden, Iglesias, Michel, Brown 
(Morris), Lock, Harris (R. F.), Lavery 
(Jas. A.) f Ward, Walker, Dunn (J. P.), 
Rentelman, Woodmansee, Owens, Payne, 
Mofflitt (C. M.), O'Shea (Dennis), Morris 
(W. D.), Burke, Coffey, Edmondson, Ca- 
tania, Bricker, Pillsbury, Bell, Keefe 
(M. O.), Damozonio, Dale, Schilling, Hud- 
son, Meinert, Dowd, Padilla. 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious day's sessions was dispensed with. 
Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 

FALL RIVER, Mass.. Nov. 14, 1904. 
John Golden, 

San Francisco. 
Attempt to open mills resulted in com-- 

Slete failure. Have this read before the 
lonventlon. (HIBBERT.) 

TACOMA, Wash., Nov. 15, 1904. 
Samuel Gompers, President A. F. of L.: 

Tacoma Trades Council in regular ses- 
sion extends fraternal greeting, and trusts 
that this great representative body of 
working men In session will maintain the 
honor and dignity of their calling, and 
that Convention will be a successful one 
and conducive to the best interests of 
all who toil. _ _ ._ A 

W. E. DAVIS. President. 
E. J. LAVELLE, Secretary. 

The following resolutions were received 
and referred to the proper committees: 

Resolution No. 62.— By Delegate James 
Wilson cf the Pattern Makers' National 
League: 

To amend Section 4 of Article III of 
the Constitution. The Executive Coun- 
cil of the Federation shall every six 
months appoint an expert accountant to 
audit the books of the Federation and 
make reports to all National. Interna- 
tional. Central, State and Federal Unions 
affiliated of the findings of such audits 
The expense of such audits to be paid 
from the funds of the Federation. 



New Section: The President shall ap- 
point a Credential Committee consisting 
of three (3) delegates elect. This com- 
mittee shall meet at the place of holding 
the convention three days prior to the 
Convention, and shall report upon cre- 
dentials immediately upon the opening 
of the Convention. The expense of said 
committee to be paid out of the funds of 
the Federation. 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 63.— By Delegate Thomas 
J. Mahoney of the Glove Makers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, It is apparent to all that 
the enemies of labor have organized to 
assist each other, morally and financially, 
for the sole purpose of crushing and de- 
stroying organized labor, and the success 
that has been attendant upon their ef- 
forts if allowed to continue unchecked, 
will ultimately result in disaster to the 
labor movement, and, 

WHEREAS, Under the system that at 
present exists, in order to successfully 
combat with the aggression of capital, 
we must fight them with capital; lack of 
said capital being principally responsible 
for the defeat that organized labor has 
suffered, and, 

WHEREAS, The opponents of organ- 
ized labor are becoming more bold and 
determined, through knowledge of the 
fact that the American Federation of 
Labor is not a financial institution, and 
realizing that the present system of rais- 
ing funds to carry on a controversy to a 
successful issue by means of appeals for 
financial aid. Is ineffectual, therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the 
delegates here assembled that Article XI, 
section 1 be amended to read, "from In- 
ternational and National Trades Unions" 
a per capita tax of ten and one-half cents 
(10%) per member per month be paid, 
ten cents (10) of which must be set aside 
to be used only in case of strike or lock- 
out, and 

RESOLVED, That Article X, section 1, 
be amended to read, "The Executive 
Council shall have power to levy upon all 
affiliated unions, such assessments as 
may be necessary to conduct any strike 
or lockout that may have been legally 
endorsed or sanctioned by the Execu- 
tive Council. 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 64. — By Delegate 
Thomas J. Maloney, of the Glove 
Makers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The existence of the 
International Glove Workers' Union of 
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America is threatened by reasons of 
the continual attacks made by the 
"Manufacturers' Association" during 
the two years of our existence; and 

WHEREAS, The last lockout of the 
Glove Workers of Fulton County, New 
York, which lasted for more than six 
months, in which we were unsuccessful, 
has discouraged our members and left us 
heavily in debt, thereby being without 
the necessary funds to organize our 
craft or to advertise our label. 

RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 
ration of Labor, especially instruct all 
of its organizers to aid in organizing 
Glove Workers wherever they may come 
in contact with them, and, 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor appropriate a sum of 
money and loan or donate same to the 
International Glove Workers' Union of 
America to enable the said organization 
to continue their existence. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 66.— By Delegate Thos. 
J. Mahoney of the Glove Workers' Inter- 
national Union: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention do 
hereby endorse the label of the Interna- 
tional Glove Workers' Union of America, 
placed on all gloves and mittens, men's 
working gloves and mittens, ladies' and 
gents' fine dress gloves, and children's 
gloves and mittens. And be It further 

RESOLVED, That the members of the 
A. F. of L. are to instruct and urge their 
mothers, wives and daughters to demand 
and wear none but union made gloves 
and mittens. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 66. — By Delegate 
Frank Sweeney, of the International 
United Brotherhood of Leather Workers 
on Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, Repeated efforts have 
been made by the officials and mem- 
bers of Local Branch No. 88 of the Inter- 
national United Brotherhood of Leather 
Workers on Horse Goods of Baltimore, 
Md., to organize the leather workers of 
the firm of Luch Bros, of Baltimore, Md., 
and, 

WHEREAS, The said firm of Luch 
Bros, has refused to employ or permit 
any union leather workers to get em- 
employment in its factory, and, 

WHEREAS, Said firm of Luch Bros, 
being the largest manufacturers of leath- 
er horse goods in the city of Baltimore, 
Md., has by menace and intimidation 
disrupted Local Branch No. 88 of the 
International of the United Brotherhood 
of Leather Workers on Horse Goods, to 
the extent that said local branch Is 
about to surrender its charter to the 
International; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor condemns the action of the firm 
of Luch Bros, of Baltimore, Md., and re- 
quests all delegates to assist them in the 
fight against said firm of Luch Bros; 
and be Ft further 



RESOLVED, That said firm of Luch 
Bros., of Baltimore, Md., be placed on 
the unfair list of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 67.— By Delegate Frank 
Sweeney of the International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, The International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods in convention assembled at 
St Louis, Mo., June 10-18, 1904, adopted 
the steel stamp to replace the old blue 
paper label, and, 

WHEREAS, The old blue paper label 
was insufficient in its methods of dura- 
bility to bring about desired results; 
and 

WHEREAS, The steel stamp is the rec- 
ognized official label of the International 
United Brotherhood of Leather Workers 
on Horse Goods; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor endorse the label of the Inter- 
national United Brotherhood of Leather 
Workers on Horse Goods, and request 
all unionists, especially the different 
Teamsters' locals affiliated, to demand 
said label when purchasing or using 
horse goods, and be It further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor 
notify all affiiated Teamsters' locals of 
this resolution. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 68.— By Delegate David 
Kreyling cf the St. Louis, Mo., Central 
Trades and Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The Red and White Label 
and the Stamp Label of the Travelers' 
Goods and Leather Novelty Workers' In- 
ternational Union of America represents 
goods made by union labor under fair 
conditions; and, 

WHEREAS, Our label is the only proof 
of the same; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 
ration of Labor in convention assembled, 
endorse the Red and White (paper) label 
and the Stamp of the Travelers' Goods 
and Leather Novelty Workers' Interna- 
tional Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be hereby requested 
to demand our paper label upon all 
trunks and our stamp label upon all 
travelers' goods and leather novelties 
that he or she may purchase. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 69.— By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The boycott against the 
McKlnney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed first by the Louisville 
Convention, again at the Scranton Con- 
vention, again at the New Orleans and 
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Boston Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor, and 

WHEREAS, The McKlnney Baking 
Co. has not as yet seen fit to make a sat- 
isfactory settlement to the members of 
our International Union; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention reaffirm the boycott 
against said corporation and Instructs 
the incoming President to send circular 
letters to all affiliated unions in the 
States of Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee 
and Kentucky, where most of this unfair 
product Is sold, requesting that this con- 
cern be not patronized. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 70.— By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The boycott placed 
against the Products manufactured by 
the Cracker Trust, known as the Nation- 
al Biscuit Co., with main office at Chi- 
cago, 111., and having branches through- 
o ut th e country; and, 

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this 
concern to hire whenever and wherever 
possible non-union and child-labor, trying 
to disrupt the organization of Bakery 
Workers by discriminating against the 
members; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention reaffirms the boycott 
on this concern and through its incoming 
President request all its affiliated organi- 
zations, to instruct their members not to 
buy any product bearing the stamp of 
the National Biscuit Co. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 71. — By Delegate Rob- 
est S. Maloney of the Lawrence (Mass.) 
Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, In the City of Lawrence, 
Mass., the workers in the textile indus- 
tries number more than 35,000; and 

WHEREAS, Of this number but a 
small part are included in the ranks of 
organized labor, and the conditions of 
the workers require all the help organ- 
ized labor can possibly extend to them; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be and is hereby instructed to place 
in Lawrence, at the earliest possible 
time, a special organizer for the purpose 
of brining into the ranks of organized 
labor a labor a body of people who need 
all the help we can give them. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 72. — By Delegates 
Furuseth, Penje, Frazler and MacAr- 
thur of the Seamen's International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Large numbers of sea- 
men are annually drowned by the 
wrecking of tow barges; and 

WHEREAS, The use of tow barges 
constitutes a great menace to the 
safety of navigation in general; there- 
fore be it 



RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in annual convention 
assembled, hereby indorses the bill (H. 
R. 14861) now pending in Congress, 
making unlawful the "towing at sea 
over a distance of fifty miles or more 
by any steamer at one time of more 
than one barge or vessel incapable of 
being properly managed by her own 
crew under her own steam or sail"; 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to use 
every poslble effort to secure the pas- 
sage or said bill. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 73. — By Delegate A. 
T. Baum, of the Commercial Telegraph- 
ers' Union: 

WHEREAS, Owing to the fact that 
contracts entered between various labor 
organizations and employers as at 
present conducted, begin and expire on 
widely different dates; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of such var- 
iance as above stated, allied bodies are 
frequently forced to combat the best 
Interests of each other, thereby de- 
feating the main objects of unionism; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That it Is the sense of 
this Convention that as speedily as 
possible consistent with existing agree- 
ments, all organizations connected 
. with the American Federation of Labor 
cause such agreements to begin and 
expire upon a certain date, such date 
to be hereafter agreed upon. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 74. — By the delegates 
of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes' International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders' International League of Amer- 
ica: 

WHEREAS, The New York Central 
Federated Union, through their dele- 
gate, Mr. Morris Brown, have Insisted 
In Resolution No. 63 that the decisions 
of former Conventions of the A. F. of 
L. touching upon the controversy be- 
tween the Brewery Workers' and En- 
gineers' and Firemen's National Unions 
be carried out; and 

WHEREAS, The New York Central 
Federated Union itself has utterly 
failed to obey the decision of the Bos- 
ton Convention in the matter of seat- 
ing a bona fide local affiliated with 
the H. and R. C. F. A. and B. F. L., and 
unseating a suspended local, formerly 
attached to the said Int. Union, which 
the said Central Body was instructed 
to do by penalty of losing their char- 
ter; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention enforce the de- 
cision of the Boston Convention and 
make it effective at once. 

Committee on Grievances. 
Resolution No. 75. — By Delegate 
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Henry Simon, of the Central Labor 
Union, Jefferson City, Mo.: 

WHEREAS, The policies declared for 
by organized labor at the Annual Con- 
ventions of the American Federation 
of Labor directly represent the in- 
terests of one -eighth the entire people 
of the United States and Indirectly 
affect all; and 

WHEREAS, These legislative pol- 
icies are now decided in a single leg- 
islative body, with only one .short 
session each year of two weeks at 
which some three hundred bills are 
introduced, referred to committee and 
acted upon, which calls for an addi- 
tional system whereby the far-reach- 
ing interests involved shall be subject 
to discussion In the Labor Press and 
review by the members in order to in- 
sure the greatest amount of stability 
and progress; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor hereby submits to 
advisory vote of the affiliated local, 
central and State unions the following 
amendments to the Constitution of the 
Order, to be numbered Articles XV and 
XVI. 

ARTICLE KV.— VETO POWER AND 
DIRECT INITIATIVE. 

Section 1. All questions of policy, 
except those immediately necessary 
and are so declared in the body of the 
measure and which shall receive a 
two-thirds vote, shall not take effect 
until ninety days after the close of 
the Convention, and. in the meantime, 
if three per cent of the local, central 
and State bodies affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor shall 
request in writing that a measure or 
measures shall be submitted to a di- 
rect vote of the local, central and 
State bodies, the measure shall be sub- 
mitted by the Executive Council within 
thirty days from the filing of the re- 
quest. The verdict of a majority of 
those who vote and whose unions are 
entitled to representation at the Con- 
vention shall decide each question. 
Each local in voting shall report the 
votes for and against each measure 
voted on within thirty days. The two 
preceding sentences shall apply to 
each section in this and the succeeding 
article. 

Section 2. Measures may be pro- 
posed to the Annual Convention by 
three per cent of the local, central 
and State bodies, and each measure 
thus proposed together with the 
recommendation of the Convention 
shall go to a direct vote of all the 
local, central and State bodies except 
where the Convention adopts the 
measure as proposed. 

ARTICLE XVI.— AMENDMENTS. 

Section 1. This Constitution may be 
amended upon recommendation by the 
Convention and ratification by a ma- 
jority vote of the locals, central and 
State bodies affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 



Section 2. Three per cent of the 
local, central and State bodies may 
propose amendments to this Constitu- 
tion, and such measure or measures 
thus proposed, together with the 
recommendation of the Convention, 
shall go to a direct vote of all the 
local, central and State bodies. 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 76. — By Delegate 
Thos. Westoby, of the International 
Union of Shipwrights, Joiners and 
Caulkers: 

WHEREAS, Prolonged strikes and 
lockouts entail great hardships upon 
employer and employe, and believing 
that if an arbitration board had been 
in existence that many a long struggle 
would have been ended satisfactorily 
to both parties; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Law 
and Legislative Committee confer with 
the Secretary of Commerce and Labor 
with a view to having such laws 

Eassed as they can suggest so as to 
ring about conditions that will settle 
such strike or lockout. 

Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 77. — By Delegate 
Matthew Canavan, of the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Boston Convention 
gave jurisdiction over the Carriage 
and Wagon Painters to the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Paperhangers and 
Decorators of America; and 

WHEREAS, The connection of the 
Carriage and Wagon Painters is much 
closer in general than to the work of 
the Painters, Paperhangers and Deco- 
raters * arid 

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the 
mover of this resolution that the rela- 
tion and interest of all parties con- 
cerned would be best served by the 
affiliation of the Carriage and Wagon 
Painters with the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the decision of the 
Boston Convention be reversed and 
that the Carriage and Wagon Workers' 
Internatlon Body be given complete 
jurisdiction over the Carriage and 
Wagon Painters' Unions. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Delegate Duncan — I move that the 
Chairmen of the different committees 
be requested to announce meetings, 
and that the Convention be then ad- 
journed to allow committees to work. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Spencer moved as an 
amendment that the Convention ad- 
journ until nine o'clock Thursday 
morning. 

The motion was seconded but not 
carried, the vote being ninety-one 
against and seventy-five in favor of 
the amendment. 
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Delegate Macarthur— I move that the 
Convention request the Fraternal Dele- 
gates to the British Trades and Labor 
Congress to present their report not later 
than 10:30 this morning:, and that we 
then adjourn. (Seconded.) 

It was announced by a member of 
the local committee that a trolley ride 
had been arranged for the afternoon. 

Delegate Tanquary moved as an 
amendment that when the Convention 
adjourned the morning session it be 
to nine o'clock Thursday morning. 
(Seconded and carried.) 

Delegate Spencer moved that the 
Convention adjourn. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Morris Brown — No oppor- 
tunity has been given delegates who 
have been appointed on committees to 
say whether or not they wish to serve. 
I think a roll of the committees should 
be called so that the members can ex- 
press their wishes in this matter. 

Chairman Lennon — This Convention 
does not excuse anyone from the per- 
formance of a duty when it Is properly 
and legally imposed upon him. 

Delegate Brown — I move that the 
Secretary call the roll of all commit- 
tees, and if any member wishes to 
withdraw that he be allowed to do 
so. (Not seconded.) 

The motion to adjourn was voted on 
and lost. 

Delegate C. P. Shea moved that the 
Chair allow the Chairmen of the dif- 
ferent committees to request their 
members to withdraw from the Con^ 
vention and proceed with the work of 
the committees. (Not seconded.) 

President Gompera — I move that, in 
view of the fact that there is no fur- 
ther business before the Convention 
at this time, and In view of the fact 
that arrangements have been made for 
a trolley ride this afternoon, that It 
be made a special order of business 
for to-morrow at ten o'clock a. m., to 
hear the Fraternal Delegates from the 
British Trades and Labor Congress and 
the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

President Gompers in the Chair. 

Delegate Dempsey, of the Committee 
on Credentials, announced that the 
committee had a supplemental report 
to make. 



The report was taken up seriatim, as 
follows: 

We recommend the seating of the 
following delegates: 

John J. Killian, San Francisco, Cal., 
vice Thomas J. Finn, representing 
Stablemen's Union No. 8,760, 6 votes. 

M. T. Dunn, Sausalito, Cal., repre- 
senting Federal Labor Union No. 11,440. 
1 vote. 

J. J. Goodwin, representing Kern 
County Council of Labor, vice M. T. 
Kean, resigned, 1 vote. 

Tom C. Seaward, Fresno, Cal., repre- 
senting Federated Trades and Labor 
Council, 1 vote. 

James Wood, Stockton, Cal., repre- 
senting Stockton Federated Trades, 3 
vote. 

The names of the delegates were 
voted on separately and all seated. 

The Credential Committee continued 
their report as follows: 

The credentials of Mr. John Mangan 
were referred back to your committee 
for further Investigation in reference 
to his membership in Gardeners' and 
Florists' Union No. 10,615. 

Tour committee finds that the cre- 
dentials of Mr. John Mangan from the 
Gardeners' and Florists' Union, of 
Chicago, were issued in proper form, 
signed and sealed by the proper offi- 
cers. In proof of his membership Mr. 
Mangan presented his duly signed and 
sealed working card for the past quar- 
ter. 

We have corroborative testimony 
from Mr. John Fitzpatrick, of Chicago, 
representing the Horse Shoers' Inter- 
national Union to the effect that he 
personally knows that Mr. Mangan is 
a member of the said Florists' Union 
and was duly elected delegate to repre- 
sent the said union in this Convention. 

Messrs. John Clark, James J. McKee 
and Wm. J. Spencer, of the United 
Association of Plumbers, Gas and 
Steam Fitters appeared before your 
committee and protested against the 
seating of Delegate Mangan on the 
ground that If he is a member of the 
Florists' Union, he is not eleglble to be, 
as they have no personal knowledge 
that he ever worked as a gardener and 
florist, which he would necessarily 
have to have done to legally obtain 
membership and that he is a member 
of the Steam Fitters' Union, which 
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union has been suspended from the 
A. F of Lb They charge that he Is 
using: the credentials of the Florists' 
Union as a subterfuge in behalf of the 
Steam Fitters' Union, which they claim 
he is actually representing and being 
paid by, and that he has employed 
dishonest methods of securing admis- 
sion to this Convention. 

Your committee, after careful con- 
sideration of the testimony and evi- 
dence presented by both sides, find 
that the only good ground offered by 
Messrs. Spencer, Clark and McKee 
against the seating of Delegate Man- 
gan Is a claim that he Is not eligible 
to membership in the organization, 
which he has been elected to represent, 
upon the ground that he is now em- 
ployed as a steam fitter, and was so 
employed at the time of his admission 
to membership in the said Florists' 
Union. This, however, your committee 
feels is not for them to decide. The 
evidence in the hands of your commit- 
tee shows that Mr. Mangan is now and 
was at the time of his election a mem- 
ber of the aforesaid union. The ques- 
tion as to what means were employed 
to secure membership and election as 
delegate to this Convention from the 
Florists* Union is for the Convention to 
deal with rather than this committee. 

As a Credential Committee we only 
recognize the fact that Mr. Mangan is 
now and was at the time of his elec- 
tion, according to the evidence, a mem- 
ber In good standing in the organiza- 
tion he has been selected to represent. 

Said union being a bona fide one, we 
therefore recommend thajt Delegate 
Mangan be accorded a seat In this 
Convention. 

Delegate Spencer — I move that the 
report of the committee be not con- 
curred in. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Dold — I arise to a point of 
order. The motion is not in order at 
this time. 

President Gompers — The point is 
well taken. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

Delegate Spencer asked if the Gar- 
deners' and Florists' Union No. 10,616 
was in good standing. 

Delegate Dempsey of the Committee 
»n Credentials, replied that it was. 



The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee and seat the delegate 
was discussed at some length, Dele- 
gates Petry, Zaring, Fitzpatrick, Ram- 
sey, Dold, Burns and Westoby speak- 
ing In favor of seating the delegate, 
and Delegates Spencer, Sullivan, W. B. 
Wilson, Kart and D. A. Hayes against 
seating the delegate. 

During the discussion of the ques- 
tion Treasurer Lennon arose to a point 
or order, and stated that under Section 
1 of Article IV, Delegate Mangan was 
not eligible to a seat in the Conven- 
tion. 

President Gompers — The point is not 
well taken. The section applies to 
Federal Labor Unions. 

On motion of Delegate Wiseman, de- 
bate was closed. 

The calling of the roll on the motion 
before the Convention was asked for 
by a sufficient number of delegates. 

Secretary Morrison proceeded with 
the calling .of the roll, which resulted 
as follows: 

Ayes — Schaerer, Klapetzky, Nose- 
hang, Smith (George TC), Shanessy, 
McDade. Gilthorpe, Porter. Hank, But. 
terwortn, Duffy (Frank), Grimes, 
Swartz, Yarnell, MacFarlane, Zaring, 
Guerin, Fyfe, Canavan, Gengenbach, 
Tveitmoe, Barnes, Devine. Gordon, 
Sherman, Sullivan (M. J.), Burns, Nel- 
son (Chas.), Ketter, Glass, Healy, Mor- 
ton (J. W.). Conrov, Hagan, Wolff, 
Jacobv, Morris (J. J.), Mahoney, Law- 
lor, Lllien. Smith (John W.), Kenehan, 
Fitzpatrick, McSorley, Greenlaw, O'Con- 
nell, Warner, Ireland, Hamerstrom, 
May, Schmidt, Downey, Pattison, Heron, 
Murray, Dempsey, Bahlhorn, Sullivan 
(Jas. H.), Campbell, Finan, Lowe, 
Mackey, Wilson (James), Dold, Helle, 
Ramsay, Tanquary, Frazier, Mac- 
Arthur, Fur use th, Penje, Westoby, 
White (Edward A.), Fitzsimmons, 
Brown (Edward), Flood, McGraw, 
Wendelken, Cohen (Wm.) O'Shea (C. 
P.), Rosenthal, Mulcahy (D. D.), Mil- 
ler (E. W.), Davidson, Madden, Croz- 
ier, Drlscoll, Smith (W. S.), Brennan, 
Brown (Morris), Petry, Hess, Shaver, 
Walker, Rentelman, Hepp, Frayne, 
Dowler, Leavltt, Hyde, Bell, McCaslln, 
Bricker, Schrader, Melnert— 7,682 votes. 

Nays — Abernethy, Tobin, Lovely, 
Wails, Lowell, Meade, Kemper, Ward, 
Priesterbach, Zepp, Hoeneck, Brady, 
Curren, Brockowsky, Gompers, Tracy, 
Wood, O'Brien (J. R), Morris (Max), 
Robinson, Baum, Cook, Donnelly, Fee- 
ney, Ham mi 11, Monaghan, Beadle, 
Shamp, Kellington, Bechtold, Hayes (D. 
A.), Beegan, Duncan, Lyons, O'Brien 
(W. J.), Maher, Sullivan (T. J.), Sulli- 
van (Jere L.), Wharton, Relchenbach- 
er, Wiseman, Sullivan (Daniel P.), 
Hutchinson, Sweeney, Keefe (D. J.). 
Barter, Joyce, Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.\ 
Lewis, Ryan (W. D.), HasklnS, Fahy, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



American federation op labor. 



117 



mcjvee, uuny it. J.J. naiies, JHigglns, 
Mulcahy (Thomas), Dinan, Bauer, 
Woodward, Mahon, Orr, Cornelius, 
Brown (J. G.), Hart, Maloney (P.), 
Lennon, Keane, Lindow, Golden, Lynch 
(J. M.), Morrison, Hayes (Max S.), Fos- 
ter, Berber, Braunschweig, Jaeger, 
Behrens, Cos grove, White, Woodman, 
Lavery (J. T.), Moyer, Grant, Thomas, 
■Seaward, Sarman, Smith (J. T.)» Ma- 
loney (R. S.), Porter (J. E.) f Hudson 
(M. T.), Hudson (Fred), Kreyling, Saw- 
yer, O'fchea (Dennis), Ryan (John), Mor- 
ris (W. D.), McSherrv, Daley, Jones, 
Catania, O'Leary, Hi n ton, Bell, Alves, 
Morris (K. C.)— 7,512 votes. 

Not voting — Barry, Slocum, Farrell, 
Moffltt, DeVIlliers, Lynch (E. J.), Ma- 
son, Cain, Dix, Powell, Fischer, Mc An- 
drews, Kidd, Morgan, Triplett, Harris 
(W. S.), Iglesias, Hirsch, Husted, 
Michel, Lock, Harris (R. F.), Ward 
(Chris.). Dunn (J. P.), Owens, Payne, 
Mofflic (C. M), Burke, Stewart, Murray, 
doffey, Dunn (Jas. P.), Edmondson, 
Forrest, Bailey, Plllsbury, Keefe (M. 
O.), Damazonio, Pacelli, Dale, Schil- 
ling, Killian, Dunn (M T.), Goodwin. 
Wood, Hudson (M T.), Morey, Kelly, 
Dowd, Padilla, Abraham, Wignall, 
Flett, Smith (Mrs. D. A.)— 497 votes. 

In the case of Delegate B. Cohen, of 
Kewanee, 111., Trades Assembly, which 
was referred to the committee for fur- 
ther consideration, we beg to report 
that according to the testimony sub- 
mitted, the credentials of Mr. Cohen 
were voluntarily tendered Mr. Cohen 
by the Trades Assembly and accepted 
by him with the best of intentions. 
Notwithstanding this fact your com- 
mittee must be governed by Section 6, 
Article IV of the Constitution, which 
reads as follows: 

"Sec. 6. No organization shall be 
entitled to representation unless such 
organization has applied for and ob- 
tained a certificate of affiliation at 
least one month prior to the Conven- 
tion, and no person shall be recognized 
:as a delegate who is not a member in 



good standing of the organization he 
is elected to represent." 

We find that Mr. Cohen is a resident 
of Chicago, 111., and not a member of 
the Kewanee Trades Assembly, there- 
fore in accordance with the above sec- 
tion of the Constitution we recommend 
that the delegate b* not seated. 
Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN T. DEMPSBY, 
GEORGE MACKEY, ' 
JAS. F. GRIMES. 

Delegate Wiseman moved that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 
(Seconded.) n 

Delegate W. A Ryan— No motion Is 
necessary. Mr. Cohen does not desire 
a seat in the Convention unless his 
credentials are all right. He desires 
to withdraw his credentials. 

Delegate Dold — I move that the re- 
port of the Committee on Credentials 
referring to the seating of the dele- 
gate from the Chicago Federation of 
Labor be taken up and acted upon. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Spencer — As the hour for 
adjournment is near, I move that this 
be made a special or,der of business 
following the reports of the Fraternal 
Delegates, which is a special order of 
business for ten o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

President Gompers requested the 
various committees to meet after the 
members returned from the trolley 
ride, and the various Chairmen desig- 
nated places of meeting. 

Che Convention was then adjourned 
to meet at 9 o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 
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The Qonvention was called to order 
at 9 a. m. f Thursday, November 17th, 
President Gompers In the Chair. 

Absentees— Barry, Butterworth, Gen- 
genbach, Tracy, Baum, Feeney, Ketter, 
Conroy, Farrell, Mahoney (T. J.), Smith 
(J. W.), DeVilliers, Warner, Ireland, 
Hamerstrom, Downey, Paulson, Heron, 
Sullivan (J. H.)» Campbell, Flnan, Mason, 
Cain, Spencer, Dix, Higgins, Quick, Cor- 
nelius, Hart, Maloney (P.), Wendelken, 
Powell, Hayes (Max S.). Berger, Morgan, 
Davidson, Husted, Michel, Porter, Lock, 
Harris (R. F.), Ward, Dunn (J. P.), 
Owens, Payne, Moffitt (C. M.), O'Shea 
(Dennis), Murray, Coffey, Dunn (J. P.), 
Edmonson, Jones, Bailey. Pillsbury, 
Bell, Damozonio, Dale, Schilling, Hud- 
son (M. T.), Dowd. 

The reading of the minutes of the 
previous day's session was dispensed 
with. 

The Chairman announced that the 
special committee provided for by a 
recommendation of the Committee on 
President's Report, and approved by 
the Convention, to act co-operatively 
with the Executive Council, would be 
composed of the following delegates: 

Resin Orr, Wm. J. Penje, Lee M. Hart, 
H. J. Wendelken, Thos. Mullahey, Rich- 
ard Braunschweig, Harry D. Thomas, A. 
D. Porter, J. J. McDade, M. J. Sullivan, 
Henry Bablitz. C. E. Schmidt, D. B. 
Heron, P. J. Donnelly, J. J. Class. 

The following telegrams were read by 
Secretary Morrison: 

NEW YORK, Nov. 16, 1904. 
Samuel Gompers, President American 
Federation of Labor, Convention Hall, 
San Francisco, Cal.: 
Accept heartiest congratulations for 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention; trust 
legislation will be wise, timely and great 
value to government; that Convention 
will reaffirm its position assisting gar- 
ment workers by refusing to purchase un- 
fair Rochester clothing. 

T. A. RICKERT, 
General President. 
B. A. LARGER, Secretary. 

MARSHALL, Tex., Nov. 16. 
Samuel Gompers, President A. F. L., 
San Francisco: 
Trades and Labor Council send greet- 
ings. Texas wants next Convention. 
H. E. BEHYMER, 
President. 



FORT WORTH, Tex., Nov. 15, 1904. 
Samuel Gompers, President A. F. of L... 

Convention, San Francisco: 
Greeting Fort Worth Lodge No. 75, I. 
A. of M. Invites A. F. of L. to hold its 
next meeting at Fort Worth, Texas. 

S. D. BLUM. 

President Gompers — The Committee 
on Grievances makes the recommenda- 
tion that Resolution No. 3, by Dele- 
gates Fischer and McAndrews, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boycotts. 
The suggestion seems to be appro- 
priate, and if there is no objection the 
resolution will be so referred. 

Delegate Driscoll, for the Fraternal 
Delegates to the British Trades and 
Labor Congress, reported as follows: 

Mr. Chairman and Delegates to the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 

The Thirty-seventh Annual Trade Union 
Congress of Great Britain was held in 
Town Hall, Leeds, September 5th to 10th, 
1904. There were present 463 delegates, 
representing 212 societies. The total 
number of trade unionists represented was 
1,422,518. 

The proceedings of the Leeds Congress 
were marked throughout by their moder- 
ate and business-like manner, and while 
every resolution was discussed, the pre- 
vious question was only called for twice. 

On the platform at opening of conven- 
tion were seated: Lady Dllke; Miss Tuck- 
well: the Countess of "Warwick; Sir John 
Gant, M. P.; Mr. John Burnett, of the 
Labor Department Board of Trade; the 
Lord Mayor of Leeds and the Lady May- 
oress, who extended welcome to the dele- 
gates. 

A cablegram was read at opening of 
Congress wishing on behalf of organized 
labor of United States godspeed to the 
Congress, signed by Samuel Gompers, 
President of the A. F. of L., which was 
well received. 

One of the many questions before Con- 

fress was the importing of Chinese into 
outh Africa. As to the government 
sanction of the Labor Ordinance for the 
importation of Chinese labor into South 
Africa, the Parliamentary Committee's 
report contains the following: 

"It was not supposed at the commence- 
ment of the Boer War that £230,000,000 
of your money and more than 20,000 lives 
would be sacrificed in order that white 
labor In South Africa should be ousted 
and replaced by the yellow slave labor." 

A bill to legalize the peaceful conduct 
of trade disputes and to alter the law 
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affecting the liability of trade union 
funds: 

Be it enacted by the King's most ex- 
cellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the au- 
thority of the same, as follows: 

LEGISLATION OF PEACEFUL PICK- 
ETING. 

1. It shall be lawful Tor any person 6r 
persons acting either on their own behalf 
or on behalf of a trade union or other 
association of individuals, registered or 
unregistered, in contemplation of or 
during the continuance of any trade 
dispute, to attend for any of the follow- 
ing purposes at or near a house or place 
where a person resides or works or carries 
on his business or happens to be: 

(1) For the purpose of peacefully ob- 
taining or communicating information. 

(2) For the purpose of peacefully per- 
suading any person to work or abstain 
from working. 

AMENDMENT OF LAW OF CON- 
SPIRACY. 

2. An agreement or combination by 
two or more persons to do or procure to 
be done any act in contemplation or 
furtherance of a trade dispute shall not 
be ground for an action if such act when 
committed by one person would not be 
ground for an action. 

PROTECTION OF TRADE UNION 
FUNDS. 

3. An action shall not be brought 
against a trade union or other associa- 
tion aforesaid for the recovery of damage 
sustained by any person or persons by 
reason of the action of a member or 
members of such trade union or other 
assc elation aforesaid. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, That this Congress In- 
structs the Parliamentary Committee to 
invite the organized trades to submit to it 
for consideration any scheme or schemes 
on collective industrial insurance, and 
that the committee shall arrange and 
present such proposals to the next Con- 
gress or to a conference specially con- 
vened for sucn purpose. 

A resolution in favor of compulsory ar- 
bitration was defeated by a majority of 
486,000 votes; in favor of compulsory ar- 
bitration, 383,000: in opposition to com- 
pulsory arbitration, 869,000. 

The following resolution on Chinese la- 
bor was unanimously adopted: 

RESOLVED, That this Congress enters 
Its most emphatic protest against the ac- 
tion of his Majesty's Government in sanc- 
tioning the South African Labor Ordi- 
nance, as it is opposed to the best inter- 
ests of his Majesty's subjects, at home 
and abroad, and sanctions conditions of 
labor unfit for human beings, and is con- 
trary to the anti-slavery traditions of the 
British Empire. 

The following gentlemen were elected 
members of the Parliamentary Commit- 
tee: D. J. Shackleton, of the Weavers; 
J, Haslan, of the Miners; D. C. Cum- 



mlngs of the Boiler Makers; W. 
Thorn, of the Gas Workers and Laborers; 
A. H. Gill, of the Cotton Spinners; C. W. 
Bowerman, of the Compositors; R. Bell, 
of the Railway Servants; W. C. Stead- 
man, of the Barge Builders; A. Wilkie, of 
the Shipwrights; W. J. Davis, of the 
Brass Workers; W. B. Harnidge, of the 
Boot and Shoe Workers; J. Sexton, of the 
Dock Laborers. 

Mr. J. Sexton was elected chairman. 

Mr. Sam Woods was elected secretary. 

Mr. W. Abraham of the Miners and Mr. 
J. Wignall of the Dock Workers were 
electee fraternal delegates to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor Convention at 
San Francisco, Cal. 

It was decided to hold the next Con- 
gress in Hanley, September, 1906. 
Respectfully submitted, 

W. J. RYAN, 
D. D. DRISCOLL, 
Fraternal Delegates 1904. 

Delegate Foster, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported on Resolution No. 
2, by Daniel Keefe, of the International 
Longshoremen's Association. 

The committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution after its 
amendment by striking out the first 
"Whereas." 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The resolution was discussed by 
Delegates Furuseth, Keefe and Drls- 
coll. 

It was then moved and seconded 
that the resolution be re-referred to 
the Committee on Resolutions. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

President Gompers — The hour has 
now arrived for the special order of 
business. I know we all feel that 
kindly and fraternal Interest which at- 
tends the expression, not only of fra- 
ternal greetings, but the manifestation 
of a strong bond of unity as demon- 
strated by the interchange of frater- 
nal delegates between the Congress of 
British Trades Unions, the Dominion 
Trade and Labor Congress and the 
American Federation of Labor. I 
know that you feel, as I do, that after 
all, we all hope for the coming of the 
time for which all men who love 
their fellows have dreamed and work- 
ed ana struggled, that time which 
must come through the pain and 
travail of modern industrial condi- 
tions, through the organized forces of 
the workers, the toiling masses who, 
though primarily working for their 
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own material and moral advance- 
ment, realize that success In that direc- 
tion can only come by the exercise 
and recognition of the principle that 
by serving: others we best advance 
our own Interests. The organized 
labor movement of the world repre- 
sents the contrast between those men 
and the non-union men in this: that 
the non-union man believes his own 
personal interests are served by act- 
ing: for himself alone, upon the prin- 
ciple of "Every man for himself and 
his Satanic Majesty taking: the hind- 
most;" while the union man prefers 
that the whole human family shall ad- 
vance: that none shall drop by the way, 
and none remain behind for his lordship 
of the nether regions to take hold of 
and then begin upon the next fellow. 

I know there are no perfunctory 
words used, no Idle expressions in- 
dulged in when I say in your behalf 
and in behalf of all the workers of 
America, that the Fraternal Delegates 
sent to us by the men of Great Britain 
are heartily welcome, and that we 
hope their stay will be pleasant and 
profitable. "We will start with James 
Wlgnall, and Introduce him to you as a 
member of the great organization of 
Dock Workers and now representing the 
British Trade and Labor Congress. 

Before he speaks we will put upon 
Mr. Wignall's lapel one of the 
badges of the American Federation of 
Labor. It is something like bringing 
coals to Newcastle to bring gold into 
California, but we have undertaken the 
job, and here it is. • 

Mr. Wlgnall — Mr. Chairman and 
fellow workers of America: I am 
pleased indeed to be here as the col- 
league of my friend Mabon to convey 
the fraternal greetings of the British 
Trades and Labor Congress to you 
and to wish you God speed In your 
work and success In your efforts to 
improve the standard of living of the 
toilers of this part of the world. I 
assure you there is no honor greater 
in this world than to be the ambassa- 
dor of labor from one continent to 
another. People have been appointed 
to conduct missions of state and have 
been appointed as ambassadors of 
various kingdoms, but there is noth- 
ing, In my opinion, so important and 
honorable as to be the ambassador 



of labor from one body of tollers to 
another. It is an honor for us to be 
here and to mingle with our comrades, 
to talk with them, to inquire into the 
conditions that exist here, to learn 
lessons from them and to go back to 
our homes filled with a higher and 
holier enthusiasm. 

Let me say at once, Mr. Chairman, 
so there can be no misconception about 
it, that neither Mabon nor myself have 
come here to teach you anything. The 
idea of two poor little Welshmen com- 
ing to teach the Americans is entirely 
out of the question. I addressed a 
large meeting in New York last Sat- 
urday week, and at the close of my 
address a very eminent American 
came forward. After speaking kindly 
of the grit and honesty of the Celtic 
nation he said, 'The only fault I have 
to find with England Is that the peo- 
ple are so confundedly slow. If we 
spin a joke on Saturday they don't 
begin to appreciate it until the fol- 
lowing Wednesday morning, and it is 
Wednesday evening before they be- 
gin to laugh and enjoy the joke." I 
don't know what our friend had in 
mind unless it was a Scotchman, for 
it certainly was not an Englishman. 
We convinced him before he concluded 
his address that we were quick enough 
to appreciate his jokes, for If the peo- 
ple did not laugh we laughed for 
them. Our friend admitted we were 
improving, and that by the time we 
got home we would be as smart as our 
Yankee brothers, but we do not hope 
for that. 

We have only expressions of grati- 
tude for the kindness that has been 
bestowed upon us since we came to 
your land. Almost before the warm 
clasp of the hands of our brothers 
and friends had cooled on our hands 
we had felt the still warmer clasp of 
our American brothers. The vastness 
of your empire, the greatness of your 
territory, the boundlessness of your 
natural resources are all great In 
themselves, but they do not excel the 
warmth of heart, the bond of brother- 
hood, the strength of unity that binds 
the old world with the new in this 
great and righteous cause of trade 
unionism that is fighting for a share 
of the wealth its members produce, 
that is struggling hard to improve the 
lot of our brothers, that is fighting for 
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the just and holy cause of our com- 
mon manhood, that is struggling and 
fighting for the same result — a com- 
mon good to a common people. 

Gentlemen, we are proud to be here 
to-day and to have had the honor of 
taking by the hand this grand old 
man, the President — pardon me and 
allow me to correct myself and say 
this grand old young man, the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor. His name Is a household 
word throughout our country; he is 
almost as well known there as he is 
well known to you. We know him for 
his worth's sake, for his work's sake; 
we know him for what he is — a stal- 
wart fighting in the ranks of labor 
and one we are proud to hold as one 
of ourselves. My colleague and my- 
self were impressed by the splendid 
address he delivered on Monday last. 
We listened to it with great interest 
and marked its note of determination 
to defend every inch of ground, and 
we marked also the cool and deliber- 
ate thought that is characteristic of 
President Oompers. Never since the 
day of the immortal W. E. Gladstone 
have I known anyone who could sus- 
tain such a mental and physical effort 
as was put forth by your President on 
Monday last. In the name of our 
brothers on the other side of the 
Atlantic we say, God bless this grand 
old young man, and may he be spared 
for many years to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor — nay, to the whole 
world and to his mission of helping 
men to help themselves to better con- 
ditions. 

We have also been pleased to meet 
the many other leaders in their 
spheres of work. We are proud to 
make their acquaintance; we are glad 
to know them and we are pleased in- 
deed to recount our victories, for they 
are victories to us, in meeting them 
even for a few minutes and getting 
some Inspiration from them. 

We have no apology to make for be- 
ing here. We are one with you. There 
Is a story told in our country of an 
old Welsh deacon who had but one 
prayer wherever he was, In his home, 
in the chapel or in the prayer meeting. 
As nearly as I can remember the 
prayer was something like this: "God 
bless me and my wife, my son John 
and his wife; we four and no more. 



Amen." He thought of his own and 
nobody else, and he was quite satisfied 
to get all the blessings that could be 
got. into his own little circle. We 
have nothing of that selfish interest 
in us. If we win we are glad because 
you will share in our victory. If 
you win we are glad, because we will 
share with you. We are glad and 
thankful to know we are working in 
co-operation with each other, that we 
are struggling to bring about the same 
results, that we are engaged in the 
same cause, fighting the same battle 
and hoping to obtain the same suc- 
cess. 

We are representing here to-day the 
wage earners of the continent. We 
are the wealth producers and we have 
a right to demand a fair and just share 
of the wealth we produce. We have a 
right to at least as much as will give 
us decent homes to live in, decent 
clothing to wear, decent food to eat, 
enough to lift up above, the mere 
drudgery of life and to give our chil- 
dren the very best education that can 
be obtained for them. Let us trust 
that we will continue to agree right 
unto the end. 

I am pleased to be the colleague of 
my friend Mabon. So far as I can re- 
member you have never sent two big- 
ger delegates to England than Wales 
has sent to America, so we have beat 
you there, Mr. Chairman. I am glad 
to refc to my friend Mabon, not be- 
cause he is such a good looking chap, 
but because he is one of the pioneers 
in the fight for the right of exist- 
ence of trade unionism in our coun- 
try. We take off our hats to the 
pioneers and the old fighters who have 
made it possible for those of the 
younger generation to take some of 
..ie benefits that have been brought to 
them as a result of the pioneers in 
the days that have gone by. 
We have fought our way out of the 
dark days of slavery and have 
gone on from stage to stage until we 
have obtained some kind of standing 
for the movement. We have gained . 
the right of collective bargaining, we • 
have shortened the hours of labor, we 
have increased the wages and uplifted 
the manhood and womanhood of our 
country. Above all else trade union- 
ism has vindicated its right to exist- 
ence by calling upon our government 
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to set a higher value upon the life 
and limb of the worker. We feel that 
our trade unionism would not have 
fulfilled its mission if it had not done 
this. We long, long aero advocated 
legislation for our comrades, and with 
good results. To-day in our mines 
we have better regulations for the 
safety of the workers than ever be- 
fore. We have the Employers* Liabil- 
ity Act as a result of our work. This 
is a compensation act which will se- 
cure to at least two-thirds of our 
workers a sum not to exceed one 
pound a week for an unlimited period 
alter two weeks for any accident that 
may occur to a man in the course of 
his employment. If there is a fatal 
accident the widow or next of kin is 
entitled to a minimum sum of one 
hundred and fifty pounds, or a maxi- 
mum sum of three hundred pounds. 

We do not want this money as com- 
pensation for the lives of the toilers. 
No money can compensate the mother 
of the children in a family for the 
loss of the bread winner; no money 
can compensate for the loss of the 
head of a family; but we do think if 
a good, round sum can be fixed for 
such accidents the employers will be 
more careful and will prevent such 
losses. But we are not satisfied with 
even this. We are demanding, and 
have been promised, some important 
amendments which will remove the 
prohibitory two weeks, and also in- 
crease the maximum to two pounds a 
week. 

I admit we have in our country a 
great many small unions, too many 
probably for effective work, but we 
are becoming alive to the fact and are 
trying to remedy it. In our National 
Federation we have over a million or- 
ganized workers, and when the miners 
come to us we will have nearly a mil- 
lion and a half. But we are not even 
content with this work. We have 
felt for a long time that instead of 
asking other men to make laws for us 
we should try to get our own men into 
the House of Commons to make laws. 
We long ago became tired of going cap 
in hand to those we have given our 
votes to, and have come to the con- 
clusion that the Almighty did not give 
all the brains to the rich people; that 
he has given brains to the poor as 
well as to the rich, and we intend to 



give them a chance to use them. We 
have men fit to represent us in the 
House of Commons. We urged upon 
the miners the wisdom of supporting 
Tom Richards, the Secretary of the 
Miners' Association, against all the 
wealth and power that can be brought 
against him, and since coming here we 
have learned that Tom Richards has 
been returned by a majority of five 
thousand, one of the largest majorities 
ever recorded that I have any knowl- 
edge of. I do not say it is the 
largest, for I think Mabon can tell 
something about that. 

We have a labor representation com- 
mittee which is financed out of the 
funds of the trade unions, and which 
has brought into existence its own 
constitution and will deal with its 
own men. We have to-day a large 
number of labor representatives placed 
throughout our country who are going 
to fight the battle of the toilers in 
the next election. In Mabon we have 
one of the old pioneers in Parliament, 
and we are going to increase the num- 
ber. We are not going to be governed 
by party politics, and we rejoice in 
the gains we have made. 

As I have said before, I do not in- 
tend to try to teach you anything, 
but if you do not agree with me I do 
not want you to quarrel with me. I 
am one of those who speak out just 
what I believe and think, and if I do 
not please you, why, I cannot help it. 
I have not come to teach you but to 
tell you what we are doing, and if 
there are any lessons you can learn, 
learn them, if not, reject them — but we 
are pals all the time. 

As a last word, Mr. Chairman, let 
me say that in our country we have 
the big trusts and combines — perhaps 
not on such a huge scale as you have 
them — but we know they are created 
for the purpose of making the rich 
richer and the poor poorer, and for 
no other purpose. They are intended 
to crush the very life blood out of the 
toilers and to get for themselves all 
the wealth they can obtain. But we 
do not fear them. What we do fear in 
our country are the scallawags, the 
weak-kneed ones, the traitors in our 
ranks, the men who will sell their 
heritage for a mess of pottage and 
who are only puppets to be worked by 
the strings of the capitalist class. But 



•Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 



123 



we are trying to teach our men the 
glorious lesson that if they want in- 
dustrial salvation they must work it 
out for themselves; and if we can only 
continue as we are going- on to-day 
with our perfect organization, the 
combinations and trusts will crumble 
like a pile of sand before the onrush 
of the mighty army of labor. We do 
not fear them, then, Mr. Chairman, 
but we do fear the cheap man, the man 
who is prepared to say "a half-loaf 
is better than no bread at all." for- 
getting that while he has only that 
half loaf the other fellow has a loaf 
and a half. He ought to have the 
whole loaf, and he will have it if he is 
only true to his trade organization 
and to the principles of trade union- 
ism. 

We have the trouble of the non- 
union man in our country. The 
miners' organization has settled this 
trouble effectively. I heard some- 
thing about the "open shop." That is 
v-ry like our non-union business. I 
think it amounts to the same thing, 
with the difference of a name. We 
have learned so many different names 
in America that when we .go back our 
chaps will be asking us to translate 
ourselves. We have the non-union 
laborer. What are we to do with him? 
I can almost sum the situation up in 
a story I heard on our side of the 
Atlantic. Now, don't misunderstand 
me because I speak in the story of a 
mother-in-law. I am not holding the 
mother-in-law up to ridicule, al- 
though that has been done by the par- 
agraphers for a long time. God bless 
the women, mothers-in-law and all of 
them! If I had a mother-in-law I 
know I would love her next to my own 
mother. However, it .is said that a 
young man had married a beautiful 
young lady — and there are a few of 
them not in San Francisco, I know 
there are just a few beautiful women 
among the old hills of Wales, eh, Ma- 
bon. And for fear you wouldn't be- 
lieve me I have brought my own little 
wife for you to see. However, the 
story goes on to say that during the 
honeymoon — for of course all young 
couples go on a honeymoon, they will 
have the vinegar moon long enough — 
at the first stop the couple made a 
telegram was received saying the 
bride's mother was dead, and asking 



whether the relatives should embalm, 
bury or cremate her remains. In his 
excitement the young man, not mean- 
ing any disrespect to the bride's 
mother, of course, telegraphed back, 
"Make no mistake; do all three." What 
they did, of course, I do not know, but 
he wanted a good Job made of it. Now 
what we should do with the non-union 
man I don't know; perhaps we should 
cremate or do something else. We are 
confident that moral suasion does fail; 
that it is not effective, and we have 
to go into most places, especially in 
the coal mines and on the docks, and 
use coercive measures. We say, 
"Here is a non-union man; he is get- 
ting the benefit of what we have done 
and he must pay his portion of the 
expenses. If he does not, you will 
have to take your choice between him 
and the union men. We have had our 
factories idle and our ships standing 
still until this man came in and paid 
his share of the expenses, until he 
paid his dues. We have come from 
Wales, where the great tyrant, Lord 
Penryn, lived. There the quarrymen 
left their homes in the beautiful val- 
leys and scattered themselves over 
the wide world on account of his ac- 
tion. We have seen women with tears 
streaming down their cheeks, we have 
listened to the cries of children for 
bread when there was none to give 
them; we have seen all the brutality 
and all the horrors of industrial war- 
fare, and we have prayed for some 
spirit of compassion to enter into the 
stern, rock-bound heart of Lord Pen- 
ryn. They say we have oeen defeated. 
I say no, because that struggle 
brought into existence another method 
of warfare. They said, "Poverty 
against riches will fail. Now let us 
put our brains to work and let us com- 
pete with Lord Penryn. Instead of 
putting our shillings against the 
money of Lord Penryn we will put 
them into a fund and buy up land, 
work our own mines and compete 
with Lord Penryn." We have done 
that and we are competing with him 
to-day. 

Of course we have had adverse de- 
cisions rendered. We have had the 
Taff Vale decision and we have had the 
"Stop Day" decision, when the miners 
were ordered to pay fifty seven thous- 
and pounds as damages. Has this 
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discouraged us? No, sir. I am pre- 
pared to make the statement to-day 
that, notwithstanding- Lord Penryn 
and the judge-made laws of our land, 
trade unionism is more a living, vital 
force in Wales to-day than it ever 
has been. The harder you hit a 
Welshman the harder he will fight 
for that which he believes is essen- 
tial to the maintenance df his life. 

I think I have rambled a good deal 
from the subject of my address, but 
let me say to you lads, as you gb back 
to your various spheres of labor, go 
back with the enthusiasm which is so 
necessary for success in our work. 
Don't be disheartened and discouraged 
by failures. Failure after failure 
sometimes leads up to a glorious suc- 
cess. As we are one in hope and pur- 
pose and object, let us trust that the 
time is not far distant when we will 
be one in a grand and glorious federa- 
tion; when not two delegates but all 
the British delegates will be seated 
•commingled with you. We are fight- 
ing for our right to live, and to live 
right, we are fighting for all the 
chances in life which it was intended 
we should have. Good luck, lads! 
Success to your movement, and may 
victory crown our glorious fight! 

President Gompers— Reference has been 
made to the next speaker by his col- 
league as one of the pioneers of the 
movement. In the grand galaxy of Brit- 
ish union men there are none whose 
names stand out brighter than does that 
of William Abraham Mabon. I take great 
pleasure also in presenting Mr. Mabon 
with this badge of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Mr. Abraham— Mr. Chairman and Fel- 
low-Workers: When coming through 
Scranton, I was told a little anecdote 
about two Welshmen. Thomas John was 
standing by the road and John Thomas 
was running through a field. Thomas 
said, "John, are you training for a race?" 
and John said, "No, Thomas, I am rac- 
ing for a train." You will have under- 
stood long ago why I asked my noble col- 
league to address you first. I am neither 
training for a race nor racing for a train, 
and if I had allowed him to follow me 
my poor speech would have been entirely 
overlooked. There would have been 
nothing left of poor Mabon. I must ask 
you, kind friends, to sympathize with me, 
for while I am endeavoring to address 



you in English, I am thinking In Welsh. 
That is my difficulty for the moment, 
but I hope to lose it by and by. If you 
think it is not difficult, I wish you would 
come up here and *hlnk in English and 
speak in Welsh 

As has been said, it has been my priv- 
ilege and pleasure to be more or less at 
the head of a trade union during the last 
thirty years. It has been my privilege 
to be so honored by the working people 
I represent that they have sent me to 
the House of Commons, and I have been 
there nineteen years. In the last election 
I was returned to the House of Commons 
by the largest majority recorded for any 
seat in Great Britain. Notwithstanding 
all that honor, my friends, I feel this 
moment, as I stand here endeavoring to 
address you, that this is one of the most 
important, one of the most momentous 
and one of the dearest moments of the 
whole of my life. I have been honored 
in being sent here and in being asked by 
your noble President to address you. My 
friend and myself have been sent here to 
return upon you that fraternal greeting 
which you so kindly sent to us by two 
messengers of peace, by two workers 
from among you, by two friends who did 
their work nobly while they were there. 
We were sent to return that greeting, 
and to stretch forth the hand of fellow- 
ship to you over the sea. We are proud 
of the moment when we do so. 

We are here representing the workers 
of Albion, the country that belongs to the 
proud, the noble, the canny Celt, and to 
represent the Scotch as well. We are 
also here to represent the workers of the 
green isle of Erin, to represent the work- 
ers of that land that has been so perse- 
cuted and prosecuted, that land of the 
joyous, the generous, the brave— Ire- 
land. We also represent the workers of 
gallant little Wales, the land of my heart, 
the land of song. We are here also rep- 
resenting the united workers of the 
United Kingdom, the workers of Great 
Britain. United and knitted together, we 
extend to you that fraternal greeting, and 
wish you every possible success from the 
bottom of our hearts. 

When first we appeared among you on 
this platform we saw and heard a won- 
drous thing. We saw and heard the 
Chief Magistrate of this city handing over 
—metaphorically— the keys of San Fran- 
cisco to your President. I have attended 
trade union conventions for thirty years. 
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and never before have I heard a fellow- 
workman addressing: his brothers in the 
movement as * 'fellow- workmen," while 
he was Chief Magistrate of any of our 
towns. Not that we have not had fellow- 
workers as Chief Magistrates, but they 
did not happen to occupy those positions 
when we were in their towns. So we had 
to come here, all the way from Great 
Britain, to see that glorious sight 

I stand here representing the old school 
of trade unionists. I stand before you 
with my friend, who represents that class 
of trade unionists of whom it can be 
said they are not agitators or destroyers 
of the peace of the communities. It can 
be said of them that they are not cre- 
ators of chasms between capital and la- 
bor. Still we are all trade unionists. We 
believe That labor is the co-worker with 
capital in producing the wealth of the 
world, and as such that we have an inher- 
ent right to a fair and equltaole share of 
the wealth we jointly produce. The his- 
tory of the world proves to us that labor 
unorganized cannot suceed in demand- 
ing and securing that equitable share, so 
it becomes imperative upon the workers 
to organize themselves into strong trade 
unions, that they may by so domg claim 
the share of the wealth they produce that 
rightfully belongs to them. In doing this 
we are endeavoring to be men of peace, 
we are endeavoring to teach justice 
through peace. We know that when peace 
is permanent it will be based on justice. 

It is necessary for those who labor 
to place themselves in a position to 
make collective bargains for the work- 
ers with those holding the capital. In 
our country nowadays the employers 
will not make bargains with non- 
unionists. They must make their bar- 
gains with men who are organized. 
That being so, is it not an injustice 
to force upon the men who have borne 
the expense of the organization men 
who have had no share in that ex- 
pense and had no voice In the bar- 
gaining? These bargains cost money. 
The maintaining of them costs money, 
and a non-union man, wherever he 
may be, will have lost his sense of 
manhood, will have lost his manliness, 
when he sneakingly forces his way 
into a shop or colliery to earn his liv- 
ing by a bargain he has had no part In 
making, that he pays nothing to main- 
tain. And yet this man must work to 
maintain his family. I am not afraid 



of the open shop. As James has said, 
it is with us the non-union question, 
and inasmuch as employers make it 
imperative for us to make collective 
bargains with them on behalf of a 
whole body of men they employ, it is 
only right, just and moral for them to 
say that all the men they employ pay 
their share towards maintaining the 
agreements that are so made. 

Trade unionism recognizes three 
three great essential principles and 
needs. First, we stand for a minimum 
living wage. Secondly, we stand for 
due protection to life and limb. We 
stand also to see the hours of labor 
reduced from whatever they now are 
to a universal eight-hour day through- 
out America and throughout our coun- 
try. The minimum wage must be a 
living wage, a wage that will enable a 
man to maintain his family according 
to the customs, not only of the land in 
which he lives, but those customs nec- 
essary to maintain his position in 
an enlightened age and a Christian 
land. We believe also that in addi- 
tion to what is necessary to maintain 
him and his family while he is able 
to work, the wage should be sufficient 
to enable him to put something by for 
a rainy day, for a day when he no 
more will be able to work, for a day 
when the pitcher is broken at the 
well, for the day when the almond tree 
sheds upon his head, for the day when 
he can no longer toll. He should have 
wages in the days of his strength that 
will enable him to put by what is suffi- 
cient to maintain him when he can no 
longer earn. 

As James said, we cannot teach you 
anything, and would not try if we 
could. But we have something in our 
country of which we think it well to 
speak. For a long time, in fact, since 
the development of the great trades of 
the country, the employers have al- 
ways provided on their books for 
breaks in machinery and for buying 
new machinery to replace that which 
Is broken beyond repair. The main- 
tenance of these machines is met by 
the capitalist, but when the worker 
received an injury he has had in the 
past to repair himself or go without 
repairing. Some years ago we suc- 
ceeded in getting an act called the 
Workmen's Compensation Act, under 
which but one thing can prevent the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



126 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



workers from receiving compensation 
for an injury, and that is if the acci- 
dent was caused by his own willful 
neglect. When a man is injured, after 
the first fortnight he receives com- 
pensation from the office where he re- 
ceives his pay. He is given up to one- 
half of his regular wages, but that 
cne-half is not to exceed one pound a 
week. If he earns two pounds a 
week — and I am happy to say our 
colliery workers have been able to 
earn more than that for the past five 
years — he gets from his employer one 
pound a week after the first fortnight. 
1.: he is unfortunate enough to be 
l.illed his widow or next kin receives 
i.ls average wages for the last three 
years of his life, or three hundred 
pounds, which Is the maximum. The 
employer has to place these things 
in his cost for the first time in our 
history. 

Now, we ask you in closing to use 
your own means, your own methods to 
secure for yourselves a workingmen's 
compensation act. This request prob- 
ably is not as unselfish as it appears 
lo be, for we know that whatever leg- 
islation is secured in America we can 
secure in time; and if you in America 
succeed in getting such an act passed 
there will be no fear of the workers 
of Great Britain ever losing the bene- 
fit of their act. 

Now, friends, what did Friend Wig- 
nail and myself come out here to see? 
We came not to see a broken reed, we 
came to see a mighty organization 
strong for doing good. What pleases 
us more than anything is to find that 
you are organizing upon principles 
and lines very similar to the organiza- 
tions In the old country. We have 
seen and felt that your organizations 
are making demands based upon Jus- 
tice. We believe that perpetual peace 
between capital and labor is an im- 
possibility without that peace first 
being based upon justice. We feel 
with you that the days are yet to 
come when we will see peace reigning 
from shore to shore; but, believe me, 
you will never see that peace before 
you will have felt Justice preceding it 
like the waves of the sea. 

We again thank you, my friends, for 
the noble and generous treatment we 
have received from your hands. We 
shall go back to our homes with our 



hearts full of gratitude. We shall 
teil our men of the noble treatment we 
have received, but more than that we 
will be able to carry back to them the 
fact that here we see in your past 
achievements the possibility of the 
dreams of our boyhood being realized, 
that we see the possibility of the great 
body of workers of this country being 
united with the workers of Great 
Britain, and Great Britain and Amer- 
ica rolling their principles over the 
continent of Europe, and when we are 
dead the workers who shall follow it 
will roll it further afield. I believe the 
day will come when there will be one 
labor federation governing the des- 
tines of the laborers of the world. . 

President Gompers then introduced 
Mr. John A. Flett, the Fraternal Dele- 
gate from the Canadian Trades and 
Labor Congress, ancl presented to him 
a badge of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Mr. Flett spoke as follows: 
To the Officers and Delegates to the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Greeting: To those of us who have 
given the best years of our lives to 
the amelioration of the condition of 
those who toil for a living, and who 
have participated in their struggles, 
and watched with anxiety the unequal 
contest of the oppressed against their 
oppressors, unaided and alone organ- 
ized labor has been fighting the battle 
of human liberty, that all, whether 
organized or not might enjoy a larger 
share of the things that they pro- 
duce. It is indeed an encouraging 
sign of the times to witness this 
splendid gathering of the Representa- 
tives of the American Trades Union 
Movement on the distant shores of the 
Pacific. This steady march of progress 
has been made against the strongest 
possible opposition, even against per- 
secution and prosecution emphasizing 
the Justness of our cause. Out of this 
struggle have evolved many reforms 
beneficial to capital as well as labor 
and has paved the way for collective 
bargaining, and the settlement of in- 
dustrial disputes by voluntary arbitra- 
tion or conciliation. It is with feel- 
ings of pride and pleasure that I am 
here to-day to convey to you, Mr. 
President, and to the delegates assem- 
bled at this, the Twenty-fourth An- 
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nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, fraternal greetings 
and good will from the organized 
worklngmen of that great country to 
the north of you, Canada, which with 
its immense territory and wonderful 
resources is destined to play an im- 
portant part among the nations of the 
world. If I might be permitted to give 
a brief account of the trade union 
movement in that country, and the 
work that has been accomplished and 
is now being done, thanks to the 
generous assistance rendered by the 
American Federation of Labor and its 
allied, International Bodies, we are not 
unmindful of this, and fully appreciate 
the liberal support given on all neces- 
sary occasions to the unions in Canada, 
and demonstrating in a practical way 
the International character of the 
movement in America. If it were not 
for this, the life of labor organization 
in our country would be greatly im- 
periled, particularly during the past 
two or three years of unusual activity 
on the part of organized capital. 

The industrial and social conditions In 
Canada are very similar in character to 
that of the United States. We have or- 
ganizations of employers of various kinds 
and titles, affiliated with the parent bod- 
ies on your side of the line, yet they deny 
us to do likewise, and hypocritically ad- 
vocate nationalism. 

So strong a feeling did they arouse on 
these lines two years go that a bill was 
actually introduced, and passed the Sen- 
ate, making it a criminal offense for any 
one not a British subject to Incite a 
strike or cause others to do so. Although 
this bill passed the Senate, it never be- 
came law, not having reached the House 
of Commons before that body prorogued; 
it is very doubtful even though it had, 
that it would have passed that demo- 
cratic chamber. I mention this incident 
now in order to remove an impression 
that seems to have got Into the minds of 
some of our International officers, that it 
Is now the law; this I learn through cor- 
respondence with them. It might be men- 
tioned that while our Senate is appointed 
for life, and out of joint with the times, 
and opposed to democratic institutions, 
nevertheless, on the whole It must be said 
that we are among the most democratic 
people of the earth, and have made some 
progress toward nationalizing many of 
our institutions, such, for instance, as a 
Postoffice Savings Bank, the ownership 



and operation by Government of the In- 
tercolonial Railway; we have also a Min- 
ister of Labor in the Government and a 
Federal Bureau of Labor, and the first 
nation in the world to use the Typographi- 
cal Union label on its printing. The prin- 
cipal issue before the people at the last 
Federal election, November 3, this month, 
was the public ownership of the new 
Transcontinental Railway, known as the 
Grand Trunk Pacific; these are indica- 
tive of the progress we are making. 

Much work remains to be done in order 
to cover this vast extent of territory, 
for while we exceed you in land area by 
some one hundred and thirty thousand 
square miles, we have only, to your twen- 
ty-one persons to the square mile in the 
United States, one decimal five persons 
to the square mile in the Dominion of 
Canada. You will be able from this state- 
ment to form an idea of the vast territory 
we have to cover to reach our organiza- 
tions. The territory of this country, with 
Its fifty-one sub-divisions of States and 
Territories, aggregating in the neighbor- 
hood of eighty millions, compared with 
our sixteen divisions of Provinces and 
Territories numbering about six millions, 
^vlll give you an idea of our task to reach 
our people, to carry to them the gospel 
of Trade Unionism. To further illustrate: 
The Province of Ontario, the greater pop- 
ulated of our sixteen divisions, has an 
area of about 200,000 square miles, hav- 
ing an extreme length of 750 miles from 
north to south and a breadth of 1000 
miles, being estimated as larger- than 
your nine North Atlantic States by one- 
third. It is larger than Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, New York, Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio combined; larger than 
Great Britain and Ireland by 78,000 
square miles; it is only 4000 square miles 
less than the French Republic, and only 
8000 less than the German Empire. This 
will give you an idea of the extent of the 
territory we have to cover to reach our 
people. But, gentlemen, we are grow- 
ing, and It Is because of this growth, and 
the necessity of being able to cope with 
it, that commands our most serious con- 
sideration. During the past year the 
Immigration into our country was 130,330 
—45,171 of which Is credited as coming 
from the United States. It has been 
prophesied by some of our (perhaps op- 
timistic) people that the Twentieth Cen- 
tury will be to Canada what the Nine- 
teenth was to the United States in re- 
spect to population. It behooves us on 
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our side of the imaginary boundary, to 
carefully watch this influx, to profit by 
the experiences of our Brothers to the 
south, and so direct the influx within our 
borders that the greater justice will ac- 
crue to the workers, which by lack of ex- 
perience has been missed by you, to this 
end— we ask, with full assurance of re- 
ceiving, your sympathy and your aid in 
evolving this laudable desire. It is dif- 
ficult to present accurate statistics to you 
of our strength in the Dominion from 
sources available. However, we estimate 
that we have an aggregate membership 
of 130,000 to 150,000, comprising 1600 
organizations, In the Dominion of Can- 
ada, made up as follows: 

Trades Fede- 
Local & Labor ral 
Unions Councils Unns 

Ontario 880 27 18 

Quebeo 810 4 1 

British Columbia 815 10 4 

Manitoba 65 1 1 

North West Territories.. 60 8 

Nova Scotia 94 1 1 

New Brunswiek 60 8 

Prince Edward Island 14 1 

Yukon District 14 1 

1648 49 80 

.Among the above are affiliations of 
eighty at least International Unions, af- 
filiated with this American Federation 
of Labor, together with a few not 
affiliated, such as Bricklayers, etc., 
also the various railroad organisa- 
tions. 

The general sentiment actuating the 
labor movement in Canada may be 
generally regarded as conservative in 
character, true we have the radical 
and National element, here and there, 
but by far the greater bulk of the 
trade unions are International in their 
affiliations. 

At the conclusion of the addresses 
Vice-President O'Connell presented 
to each of the Fraternal Delegates 
a gold watch on behalf of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
and to Mrs. Wignall was presented a 
pin set with diamonds. 

Secretary Morrison read the follow- 
ing reference of reports. 

That part of the report of the Ex- 
ecutive Council referring to organiza- 
tion is referred to the Committee on 
Organization. 

That matter referring to the Seamen 
and Longshoremen is referred to the 
conference between the delegates of 
these two organizations. 



The recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Council regarding the Brewery 
Workers is referred to the Committee 
on > Grievances. 

The recommendation regarding the 
New Orleans Central Body is referred 
to the Committee on Grievances. 

The affiliation of the Western Fed- 
eration of Miners and other Interna- 
tional unions is referred to the Com- 
mittee on Organization. 

The recommendation in regard to 
the defense fund, under the caption of 
"local strikes" is referred to the Com- 
mittee on Law. 

The recommendation in regard to 
the San Francisco Central Body U 
referred to the Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

The recommendation in regard to 
the New York Central Body and the 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes is re- 
ferred to the Committee on Grievances. 

The matter in regard to appeals for 
financial assistance is referred to the 
Committee on Laws. 

The matter in regard to the Struc- 
tural Building Trades Alliance is re- 
ferred to the Committee on Building 
Trades. 

The matter In regard to the National 
Conference of Charities and Corrections is 
referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

The matter in reference to special calls 
for congresses is referred to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 

The matter for uniform laws for cen- 
tral bodies is referred to the Committee 
on Laws. 

The matter in reference to legislation 
is referred to the Committee on Presi- 
dent's Report. 

The matter in reference to union labels 
is referred to the Committee on Union 
Labels. 

The matter in regard to the unfair list 
and the "We Don't Patronize List" is re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boycotts. 

The chairman announced that resolu- 
tions would be received and referred to 
the proper committees. 

Resolution No. 78.— By Delegate Ed- 
ward Hirsch of the Baltimore Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Section 2, Article XIL 
Local Central Bodies sets forth it shall 
be the duty of all National and Interna- 
tional Unions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor to instruct their 
Local Unions to join chartered Central 
Labor Bodies and State Federations in 
their vicinity where such exist, and simi- 
lar instructions shall be given by the 
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American Federation of Labor to all 
Trade and Federal Labor Unions under 
its jurisdiction, and 

WHEREAS, This law is not being car- 
ried out. Therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Insist upon all affiliated 
National and International Unions to 
compel their Local Unions to join the 
Central Labor Bodies and State Federa- 
tions in the vicinity where they exist. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 79.— By Delegate A. E. 
Kelllngton of the International Union of 
Flour and^ Cereal Mill Employes. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor at their Twenty-third Annual 
Convention at Boston, Mass., placed all 
products of the Washburn-Crosby Mill- 
ing Company of Minneapolis, Minn., on 
the "We Do Not Patronize" list, and 

WHEREAS, The Washburn-Crosby 
Company has not as yet made a satisfac- 
tory settlement to the members of our 
International Union; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention reaffirm the placing 
of said corporation on the "We Do Not 
Patronise List," and instructs the in- 
coming President to send circular letters 
to all affiliated unions in the States of 
New York, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, West Vir- 
ginia, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa and Mis- 
souri where the most flour made by the 
Washburn-Crosby Company is sold, re- 
questing that the products of this firm be 
not patronized until such time as they 
will show a spirit of fairness in dealing 
with organized labor and are officially 
notified of the same by the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 80.— By Delegate John 
T. Smith of the International Council of 
Kansas City, Mo: 

WHEREAS, The Stone Masons' Unloq, 
No. 7049 of Kansas City, Mo., did com- 
municate with the American Federation 
of Labor protesting the actions of the 
Bricklayers' and Masons' International 
Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. did communicate with 
the Stone Masons advising them to take 
out a charter from the Bricklayers' and 
Masons' International Union without in- 
vestigating existing circumstances in 
Kansas City; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Stone Ma- 
sons' Protective Union No. 7049 most em- 
phatically protest against the action of 
the Executive Council, and request the 
reconsideration of said action. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 81.— By Delegates of the 
Seamen's International Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, There is now pending in 
Congress a bill (H. R. 13771) "to amend 
the laws relative to American seamen, 
and to prevent the undermanning of 



merican vessels and to encourage the 
training of boys in the merchant 
marine;" and 

WHEREAS, The enactment of the 
aforesaid provisions would prove not only 
beneficial to the seafaring workers and 
to the naval defenses of the country, but 
would also greatly increase the safety 
of life and property afloat; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, hereby indorses said bill (H. R. 
13771), and instructs its Executive Coun- 
cil to use every possible effort to secure 
its passage by Congress. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 82.— By Delegate San- 
tiago Iglesias of the Federation of Work- 
ingmen of Porto Rico, and by Delegate 
Esteban Padllla, delegate from several 
unions of Porto Rico: 

WHEREAS, i*he conditions which pre- 
vail in Porto Rico are accurately and 
faithfully recorded and referred to in the 
report which President Gompers sub- 
mitted to this Convention, and 

WHEREAS The only hope of the work- 
ing people and all the people of the Island 
of Porto Rico for improvement lies in the 
wise and beneficent and fair policy which 
the government of the United States has 
in its power to confer and should by 
right confer; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this the Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor urges upon the 
Congress of the United States the exten- 
tlon of the principle of self-government 
to the people of Porto Rico; that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor cause to be introduced into Con- 
gress a bill having for its purpose the 
establishment of a form of self-govern- 
ment for Porto Rico similar to that es- 
tablished by Great Britain for Canada, 
Australia, or New Zealand; 

RESOLVED, That inasmuch as the 
Foraker act under which the present 
government of Porto Rico is established 

Srovides that the executive officers of the 
ifferent departments of Porto Rico shall 
constitute the "Executive Council" of the 
island, and this Council exercises the 
function of a second legislative body, 
we urge an amendment to said act which 
shall give to the people of Porto Rico 
the right to elect the Executive Council 
instead of as now its members are ap- 

Sointed by the President of the United 
tates; 

RESOLVED, That in the meantime and 
at any time, when any officer of the 
Government of Porto Rico is appointed 
by the President of the United States, the 
said appointee shall be a Porto Rican or 
a bona fide resident of Porto Rico; and, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the America'n Federation of Labor 
pledges to the working people and all the 
people of Porto Rico its sympathy, co- 
operation and best efforts to secure for 
them the relief and the just rights to 
which they are entitled. 

Committee on President's Report. 
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Resolution No. 83. By Delegate Bert 
H. Beadle of the Watch Case Engravers' 
International Association: 

WHEREAS, There are a great number 
of men and women working in the State 
of Ohio who are unorganized, and who 
would if they were organized be a great 
help to the unions to which they would 
be affiliated, and 

WHEREAS, There are at all times dis- 
putes arising in the different organiza- 
tions which are affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor which cannot 
be adjusted without the influence of some 
one who has the power to do so; be it 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That is It the sense of the 
delegates here assembled that an organi- 
zer under pay of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be placed in the State of 
Ohio to aid the State Federation and 
other organizations to organize the 
non-union working people or the State. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 84.— By Delegate James 
Wood of the Stockton Federated Trades: 

WHEREAS, The labor condition of 
Stockton, California, is at the present 
time at a very low ebb, and the neces- 
sity of the appointment of a resident 
union man as organizer under salary is 
apparent; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
the President of the Feaeration is hereby 
Instructed to appoint a resident Organ- 
izer to work in the City of Stockton for 
a period of three months or such time 
as the Convention sees fit to recom- 
mend. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 85.— By Delegate Jas. G. 
Cain of the Photo-Engravers' Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment, through its various departments 
contracts for fully one million dollars 
worth of photo-engraving yearly, and 

WHEREAS, A larg« percentage of con- 
tracts is secured by firms working under 
non-union conditions; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That me Executive Coun- 
cil and the Legislative Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor use their 
good offices to secure the adoption of a 
law by Congress establishing a Bureau 
of Photo-Engraving, on lines similar to 
the other branches of the printing trades. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 86.— By Delegate O. W. 
McCaslln of Hospital Employes' Union 
No. 10038: 

WHEREAS, The wages of State Hos- 
pital Employees are paid and regulated 
by the various States, and the very na- 
ture of their employment is such that said 
employees could not Inaugurate a pro- 
longed strike over wages or for any other 
cause; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution be 
amended as follows: By adding to Sec- 
tion 1, Article XI, "State Hospital Em- 



ployees* Unions shall pay a per capita 
tax of five cents per member per month, 
but shall not be entitled to strike or lock- 
out benefits." 
Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 87.— By Delegate T. 
Westoby of the International Union of 
Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers: 

WHEREAS, The West, Middle West 
and the Pacific Coast have a very large 
proportion of members who are affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
have not the representation on the Ex- 
ecutive Council which they are entitled 
to In proportion to their membership; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be increased by the addition of three 
members; one to be from the West, Mid- 
dle West and one from the Pacific Coast. 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 88.— By Delegate John 
Golden of the United Textile Workers: 

WHEREAS, 25,000 textile operatives 
in the City of Fall River having been on 
strike since the 25th of last July against 
a reduction In wages, ranging from 12% 
per cent to as high as 40 per cent in 
some cases, and 

WHEREAS, We the United Textile 
Workers of America firmly believe that, 
not only are we being forced to work for 
an un-American wage, but are also of 
the opinion, that a deliberate attempt is 
being made to wreck our organization, 
portions of which has been in existence 
since 1858; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we do respectfully 
ask the 'delegates In Convention assem- 
bled for the placing of an assessment on 
the members affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, on the lines laid 
down in the Constitution, viz.: 1 cent per 
member per week, being firmly of the 
opinion that by such action, both the 
United Textile Workers of America, and 
the American Federation of Labor, 
would be enabled to win one of the great- 
est victories ever secured by organized 
labor. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 89. — By Delegate T. 
Westoby of the International Union of 
Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers: 

WHEREAS, The rapid growth of 
trades unions have in proportion in- 
creased the amount of business In the 
various central bodies until It has be- 
come impossible to give the time for the 
consideration of Important matters that 
such matters require; and, 

WHEREAS, The time of the central 
bodies are taken up with matters that 
belong to department councils and could 
be better discussed and decided by said 
department council; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming Exe- 
cutive Committee take action on dividing 
the various trades into department coun- 
cils, such department councils to be 
chartered by the A. F. of L and under 
the Jurisdiction of the central body of 
the city in which it is located. 

Committee on Organization. 
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Resolution No. 90.— By Delegate Frank 
Sweeney, of the International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, There has been and is be- 
ing brought in through the port of New 
York, under the tariff law providing for 
a low tariff on unfinished goods; and 

WHEREAS, The First Vice President 
of the I. U. B. of L. on H. G. has dis- 
covered that this is a much abused pre- 
text. 

WHEREAS, A very large part of a 
number of shipments of harness and sad- 
dles have come through the port of New 
York, N. Y., not unfinished, but finished 
and ready for consumption; and 
_ WHEREAS, The International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods have through a great deal 
of expense through time donated by 
First Vice-President E. J. Baker, located 
in New York, N. Y., to stop the practice 
of a very much abused law; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recommend that the 
Executive Committee of the A. F. of L. 
give all assistance possible to the First 
Vice-President, E. J. Baker, of the In- 
ternational united Brotherhood of 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods to stop 
this practice. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 91.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, The multiplicity of labels 
used on union goods leads to confusion 
and often even to antagonism among or- 
ganized workers, where the label should 
be a means of strength and harmony; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge all unions 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor to co-operate for the adoption 
of a universal union label to be used on 
all products of union labor. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 92.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, The sending of fraternal 
delegates to the Trades Union Congresses 
of Great Britain and of Canada has re- 
sulted in moral and material gains to 
the labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, The capitalist class of 
•Germany has become the foremost com- 
petitor of the capitalist class of America 
in almost every industrial pursuit mak- 
ing a closer contact of organized labor of 
•Germany and of America very desirable; 
and 

WHEREAS, The German Trades 
Unions at their Congresses expressed re- 
gret that no American delegates were 
present to more fully bring into accord 
tho American and European workers If 
their common efforts for a broader civl* 
lization; therefore, be it 



RESOLVED. That this Convention 
elect one fraternal delegate to the next 
German Trades Union Congress. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 93.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor hereby expresses its satisfac- 
tion and gratification over the defeat of 
that capitalist tyrant, Governor Peabody 
of Colorado; furthermore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor hereby pledges Its moral and 
financial support to the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners in its efforts to bring that 
gang of criminals, the so-called Citizens' 
Alliance of Cripple Creek District to 
justice, and finally be it 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these res- 
olutions be sent to President Moyer of 
the Western Federation of Miners and to 
the chairman of the gang-leaders of the 
so-called Citizens* Alliance in the Crip- 
ple Creek District. 

Committee on President's Report. 

Resolution No. 94.— By the Delegates 
of the Amalgamated Wood Workers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, For a number of years 

East there has been a bitter warfare 
etween the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners and the Amalga- 
mated Woodworkers* International Union 
over the question of trade jurisdiction; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The New Orleans Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, two years ago, decided to end the 
conflict by referring the entire subject 
matter to an /arbitration tribunal com- 
posed of five members from each organ- 
ization, these ten to select an umpire; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The delegates represent- 
ing the U. B. of C. and J. and the A. W. 
at New Orleans declared their willing- 
ness to abide by the decision of said ar- 
bitration board; and, . 

WHEREAS, The representatives of the 
two organizations met in Indianapolis, in 
February, 1903, and selected P. J. Dow- 
ney of Albany, N. Y., as umpire; and, 

WHEREAS, After an exhaustive hear- 
ing of the case, the umpire rendered a 
decision, which the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers' International Union was, and 
still is, willing to be governed by; and, 

WHEREAS, This decision has been fla- 
grantly violated by the United Brother- 
hood in many ways, such as encouraging 
their members to take the places of 
striking Woodworkers; breaking up our 
Unions and offering inducements to our 
members to secede from our organiza- 
tion; and, 

WHEREAS, This policy of piracy of 
the United Brotherhood militates against 
our success; is detrimental to the Car- 
penters and does injury, to the general 
labor movement. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it be an imperative 
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order of this Convention to the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America, that tae decision of the Um- 
pire must be adhered to, or said United 
Brotherhood shall suffer immediate sus- 

Eenslon from the American Federation of 
*abor. 
Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 95. — By Delegate W. 
S. Harris, of the Georgia State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The South Atlantic ports 
and southeastern section is poorly or- 
ganized, we earnestly appeal to the 
American Federation of Labor to place 
an organizer in that section for the 
term of one year, believing if done will 
•do much to place that section on a 
more united plane. We also recom- 
mend if agreeable that local men who 
understand the people and situation 
be appointed. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 96. — By Delegate P. J. 
Donnelly, of the Coopers' International 
Union; 

WHEREAS, The driving of packages 
In breweries in a great many cities 
is being done by members of the Brew- 
ery Workers* Union; and 

WHEREAS, As the driving of pack- 
ages in breweries is cooper's work and 
a part of the cooper's trade; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
compel the Brewery Workers' Union to 
instruct its members to discontinue per- 
forming such work and allow members 
of the Coopers' International Union the 
right to drive packages in breweries. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 97. — By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger of the Intei^iational Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, The present factory sys- 
tem is compelling an increased em- 
ployment of women, who, because they 
are women, are asked to work for 
wages sufficient to furnish only a de- 
graded living; and 

WHEREAS, The very conditions of 
woman's employment are commonly 
such as to destroy health of body, mind 
and character; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all 
working women the Imperative neces- 
sity of organization among themselves, 
for the protection of their husbands, 
fathers, brothers and children, as well 
as for their own benefit; and further- 
more be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
exutive Council hereby be authorized 
and instructed to continually employ 
at least one woman who Is capable of 
doing the work in the capacity of a 
general organizer of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for the purpose of or- 
eanlzing the working women of the 
nited States. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 98.— By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger of the International Typo- 
grahpical Union: 



WHEREAS, It is one of the main 
objects of the American Federation of 
Labor to unite the trade union move- 
ment of America under one banner for 
the betterment of the conditions of the 
wage-workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be Instructed to con- 
tinue in its laudable efforts by honor- 
able and conciliatory means to unite 
the American Labor Union of the 
Western States with the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 99. — By Delegate P. J. 
Donnelly, of the Coopers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, At a former Convention 
of the A. F. of L. the following reso- 
lution was passed: "That where there 
is sufficient cooperage work for the 
employment of one or more men, said 
men shall belong to the Coopers' Inter- 
national Union"; and 

WHEREAS, The coopers working in 
breweries in Columbus, Ohio; Indian- 
apolis; Hamilton, Ohio: Los Angeles, 
Cal., and Providence, R. I., belong to 
the Brewery Workers' Union; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
compel the Brewery Workers' Union to 
give up these coopers, and also those of 
any other city who may belong to the 
Brewery Workers' Union to give up 
these coopers, and also those of any 
other city who may belong to the 
Brewery Workers' Union, and have 
them become members of the Coopers' 
International Union. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 100. — By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger of the International 
Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, In the case of letting a 
contract for a twenty-million gallon 
pumping engine for the city of Mil- 
waukee, Wis., the eight-hour clause 
was declared unconstitutional by a 
lower court, upon a lawsuit brought 
by a Milwaukee representative of the 
Parry organization; and 

WHEREAS, If the case is left in tha 
status quo it may also result in school 
buildings and other work being done 
in Milwaukee on a ten-hour basis here- 
after; and 

WHEREAS, Neither the Machinists* 
Unions of Milwaukee nor the Feder- 
ated Trades Council of Milwaukee have 
money enough to follow the case up 
further and to appeal the same to the 
higher courts; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor authorize and instruct the in- 
coming Executive Council to secure a 
sufficient sum to test the validity of 
the eight-hour ordinance for public 
work in the City of Milwaukee and 
thereby not only relieve the situation 
there, but also establish a test case for 
other cities. 

Committee on Resolutions. 
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Resolution No. 101. — By Delegates 
A. D. Porter and William Gilthorpe, 
of the Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Ship Builders: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled in San Francisco, appoint an or- 
fanizer for the Boiler Makers and Iron 
hip Builders of America, to be sta- 
tioned in Philadelphia. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 102. — By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger of the International 
Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, The trade autonomy in 
unionism is but the application to the 
labor movement of the outworn prin- 
ciple of individualism; and 

WHEREAS, The development of 
modern machinery and of industrial 
processes on a large scale is in fact 
creating identity of Interests among 
many crafts hitherto only slightly re- 
lated; and 

WHEREAS, Under our present form 
of .trades organization every national 
trades union organization looks out 
with jealous care for its own organ- 
ization, bitterly fighting every new- 
comer in the field; and 

WHEREAS, This contention over 
trades jurisdiction between national 
and international unions is becoming 
more and more acute, and will if con- 
tinued very soon disrupt the organi- 
zations of the wage-workers of Amer- 
ica; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That we urgently rec- 
ommend the application of the prin- 
ciple of industrial organization to those 
crafts which are bound with others by 
the use of the same machinery, by 
contact in the same productive process, 
or by working for a common employer 
or group of organized employers; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor urge upon the various inter- 
national craft organizations an imme- 
diate settlement of jurisdiction ques- 
tions by mutual conferences, inter- 
change of cards, etc., and the substitu- 
tion of a modern alignment of the 
united working class against the grow- 
ing rapacity of manufacturers^ and 
citizens' alliance organizations, instead 
of the disgraceful, petty and destruc- 
tive quarrels between the union offi- 
cials. 

Committee on President's Report. 

Resolution No. 103. — By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger of the International 
Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, The unprecedented con- 
centration of wealth In the United 
States and the rapid development of the 
trusts in almost every branch of indus- 
try make it obvious that capitalism 
will soon reach its culmination point, 
and will have to make room for another 
phase of civilization; and 

WHEREAS, It is evident that this 
nation Is destined to take the lead in 
this grand struggle for better condi- 
tions and higher culture; therefore 
be It 



RESOLVED, That we hereby recom- 
mend to all organizations affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
to have their members study the eco- 
nomic conditions, to have lectures upon 
these subjects in their lodge rooms 
and at the meetings set apart for this 
purpose, and to do everything in their 
power for the enlightenment and in- 
tellectual advancement of the pro- 
letariat. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 104. — By Delegate 
Victor L Berger, International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, Labor creates all values 
or makes them useful and accessible to 
mankind, but the present economic 
system is such that it is impossible for 
the great mass of wage-workers to 
save up a sufficient amount of money 
or property to secure them against 
want and misery and the Indignities 
of capitalistic charity in their old age; 
and 

WHEREAS, It is the prime object of 
the trade union movement to improve 
and elevate the standard of living of 
the working class everywhere and in 
every possible way; therefore be It 

Resolved, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be instructed to use its 
best efforts to induce the Congress of 
the United States to pass a bill which 
will secure to every wage-worker in 
the United States who has earned no 
more than $1000 average wages per 
year, a pension of not less than $12 
per month at the age of sixty, and 
thereafter for the rest of his or her 
natural life; provided, however, that 
such wage-Worker is a citizen of the 
United States and has lived in this 
country for at least twenty-one years 
continually at the time when the ap- 
plication is made. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 105. — By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger of the International 
Typographical uniop: 

WHEREAS, Experience has proven 
that the militia can be used by capital- 
ists as an engine of destruction, in the 
subjugation of the working people, 
workmen have thus been arrayed 
against workmen, and ordered to shoot 
down their comrades; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, that we declare 
our intention, and hereby instruct all 
affiliated bodies, to hold absolutely 
aloof from all connection with the 
militia, until the military system in 
vogue in Switzerland, or a similar sys- 
tem, is adopted in the United States. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 106.— By Delegate 
William McSorley of Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers' international Union: 

WHEREAS, We, the Wood, Wire 
and Lathers' International Union, have 
been fighting the unfair methods of 
Merritt & Co. in the City of Philadel- 
phia for more than a year, and have 
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used every honorable means to induce 
them to employ union lathers, in which 
they have absolutely refused to con- 
sider any effort on our part; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled go on record as placing on the 
unfair list the above-named firm. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 107. — Bjv Delegates 
James Duncan, T. J. Lyons and W. J. 
O'Brien, of . Granite Cutters' National 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The laborers and me- 
chanics employed on government works 
since 1869 have since 1872 been actively 
engaged In an effort to secure pay for 
overtime made by them in the belief 
that these claims are perfectly just and 
well founded; it is therefore 

RESOLVED, That section two of the 
deficiency appropriation act, approved 
May 18, 1872 (Seventeenth Statutes at 
Large, page 134), is hereby revived and 
continued in force and made applica- 
ble to all labor performed in excess of 
eight hours per day by all laborers, 
workmen and mechanics employed by 
or on behalf of the Government of the 
United States since the 19th day of 
May. 1861, the date of the proclamation 
of the President concerning such pay; 
said claims to be adjudicated by the 
Court of Claims upon the bases pre- 
scribed in and by said section, and 
judgments to be rendered for extra pay 
In proportion to the increase of hours 
of labor wherever more than the legal 
day's work of eight hours was per- 
formed; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, as a body, recom- 
mends to Congress the favorable con- 
sideration of these claims, and directs 
its officers or committees in charge of 
legislation to give their best efforts to 
the passage of legislation having for 
its object the relief of these claims. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 108. — By Delegate D. 
D. Driscoll, of the Central Labor Union, 
Boston, Mass.: 

WHEREAS. A difference exists be- 
tween the Steam Fitters and Plumbers 
in many cities which is detrimental to 
organized /labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the delegates rep 
resenting both crafts select one man 
each and said two men select the third 
man and each side submit their whole 
matter to said committee, whose deci- 
sion shall be final. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 109. — By Cigar Mak- 
ers' Delegation of the Cigar Makers' 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Cigar Makers' In- 
ternational Union of America places 
upon the product of the labor of its 
members a Blue Label to designate 
such labor from the products of child, 

f>rison, tenement house and Chinese 
abor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the delegates to 
the Twenty-fourth Annual Convention 



of the A. F. of L. assembled, condemn 
the practices by the trust and other 
non-union cigar manufacturers of the 
United States and Canada, who by the 
employment of young and innocent 
children crush hope out of their lives, 
dwarf them physically, mentally and 
morally; be it 

RESOLVED, That a general demand 
be made by the members of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for the union 
Blue Label of the Cigar Makers' Union 
of America. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 110. — By Delegate J. 
Barnes, of the Cigar Makers' Inter- 
national Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution 
be amended as follows: by adding to 
Section 1 of Article IX "provided That 
no lobby committee shall be main- 
tained or money appropriated for such 
purpose." 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 111. — By Delegates of 
the Seamen's International Union: 

WHEREAS, The towing of log rafts 
on the open ocean Is a danger to navi- 
gation, and through being lost by their 
tow boats or broken up by action of 
the waves, endanger the lives of other 
seamen and of passengers; and 

WHEREAS, H. R. 12,534, now pend- 
ing In Congress, Is designated to pro- 
hibit the towing of log rafts, therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Annual Convention 
assembled, hereby endorse said bill (H. 
R. 12,534), and instructs its Executive 
Council to use every possible means to 
secure the passage of said bill. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 112. — By Delegates of 
the Seamen's International union: 

WHEREAS, The International Long- 
shoremen's Association continues to use 
the name of, and to, in part, claim jur- 
isdiction as the "International Long- 
shoremen, Marine and Transportation 
Association"; and 

WHEREAS, Such action on the part 
of the International Longshoremen's 
Association is in open and flagrant con- 
tempt of the American Federation of 
Labor, as expressed by the New Or- 
leans Convention of 1902 and reiterated 
by the Boston Convention of 1903: and 

WHEREAS, Since the last-named de- 
cision of the A. F. of L., the I. L. A. 
has chartered bodies of seamen on the 
Lakes and Gulf Coast, and Its repre- 
sentatives have, in local and national 
convention, formally declared their re- 
fusal to work on board ship with mem- 
bers of the International Seamen's 
Union of America; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in annual Convention 
assembled, does hereby again reiterate 
Its decision in this matter, and does 
require said International Longshore- 
men's Association to discontinue using 
the name, or claiming any jurisdiction 
Implied by the term "International 
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Longshoremen's, Marine and Trans- 
portation Association." 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 113. — By the Delegates 
ol the International Union of Steam 
Engineers: 

WHEREAS, It is a most notorious 
fact that the National Union of United 
Brewery Workmen have most persist- 
ently and contemptuously ignored the 
mandates and laws of the highest 
tribunal of labor and Its Executive 
Council; and 

WHEREAS, They are continuing 
their course by the publication of the 
most scurrilous attacks upon the offi- 
cers of the A. F. of L. In the Brauer- 
Zeitung (official organ of the U. B. 
W.); and 

WHEREAS, They have invoked the 
aid of the civil courts, availing them- 
selves of the most obnoxious weapon 
ever devised for the destruction of the 
efforts of organized labor; therefore 
be It 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor hereby instructs 
its incoming Executive Council to re- 
voke the charter of the United Brewery 
Workmen and suspend them from all 
rights, benefits and privileges, until 
sucn time as the U. B. W. shall have 
obeyed the laws of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and its Executive 
Council and shall have purged them 
selves of the contempt shown to the 
A. F. of L. by the withdrawal of all in- 
junction suits now pending and the 
dissolution of all injunctions granted 
by the various courts in their efforts 
to evade the mandates of the Conven- 
tions of the A. F. of L. and its Ex- 
ecutive Councils. Furthermore, that 
the incoming Executive Council be in- 
structed to enforce the provisions of 
this resolution within sixty days from 
date of adjournment of this Conven- 
tion. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 114. — By Delegate A. 
A. Stewart of Federal Labor Union 
8,921. 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council 
of the A. F. of L. did on May 25, 1904, 
instruct Federal Labor Union No. 8,921 
to surrender their membership to the 
International Longshoremens' Associa- 
tion within sixty days; and 

WHEREAS, The Federal Labor 
Union No. 8,921 could not find such an 
organization as the I. L. A. to sur- 
render to but did tender the fee en 
Dec. 6, 1903, to Henry C. Barter, Sea- 
Treas. of the International Long- 
shoremen, Marine and Transport 
Workers' 'Association and ask for a 
charter reading "International Long- 
shoremens' Association" the only name 
recognized by the A. F of L.; and 

WHEREAS, Such charter was re- 
fused for the stated reason that they 
could not grant the same on "such 
broad lines;" and 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union 
No. 8.921 did on July 26, 1904, adopt 
a resolution refusing to abide by the 



decision of the Executive Council of 
the A F. of L. and appealed to this 
Convention from the decision of the 
E. C. of the A. F. of L. on the ground 
that the Twenty-third Annual Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L., assembled 
in Boston, did positively and impera- 
tively instruct the International Long- 
shoremen, Marine and Transport 
Workers' Association to transact all 
its business under the name chartered 
and recognized by the A. F. of L.. 
viz: "International Longshoremens 
Association;" therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the Federal Labor 
Union No. 8,921 be Instructed to re- 
tain their charter and have full juris- 
diction over all longshore work in 
the port of San Pedro, Cal., until such 
time as the International Longshore- 
mens' Association will grant them a 
charter in conformity with the deci- 
sion of the Boston Convention of the 
A F. of L. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 115. — By Delegates 
Santiago Iglesias and Esteban Padilla. 
of the Porto Rico Free Federation and 
the Porto Rico Unions: 

WHEREAS, The United States Con- 
gress refuses to recognize the citizens 
of Porto Rico as such and guarantee 
them full constitutional rights — the 
absolute right to be American citizens, 
and refuses to extend such rights to 
the Porto Ricans; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor demand that the 
National House of Representatives 
recognize the people of Porto Rico as 
American citizens, and guarantee them 
the same rights and privileges pos- 
sessed by the people of all other States 
and Territories of this great nation. 

Committee on President's Report. 

Resolution No. 116. — By Delegate 
Chas. A. Meinert, of the Sugar Work- 
ers' Union No. 10,519: 

WHEREAS, It is apparent to all 
that the Sugar Workers of San Fran- 
cisco and Salinas, California, have 
bettered their conditions morally and 
financially by becoming an organized 
body of workers; and 

WHEREAS, At the last regular 
meeting of Sugar Workers' Union No. 
10,619, A. F. of L., Wednesday, Nov. 
16, 1904. at Machinists' Hall, 1169 Mis- 
sion street, San Francisco, Cal., it was 
decided to thank the delegates of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention, as- 
sembled in San Francisco, Cal., for their 
kind consideration; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L., when in- 
structing its organizers to request them 
to endeavor to organize the Sugar 
Workers in the Eastern States, which 
will materially help us — the Sugar 
Workers of the West — as to forming 
a grand International Body of Sugar 
Workers. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 117.— By Delegates S. 
R. Pattlson, P. J. Downey and D. B. 
Heron, of the American Sheet Steel 
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Metal Workers' International Associa- 
tion: 

WHEREAS, That at the Twenty-third 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L., 
held In Boston in November, 1903, the 
question of jurisdiction between the 
American Sheet Steel Metal Workers, In- 
ternational Association and the United 
Metal Workers as to which was entitled 
to the jurisdiction over Coppersmiths, 
was referred to the Executive Council 
for decision; and, 

WHEREAS, Said Executive Council 
decided that the Coppersmiths should af- 
filiate with the Amalgamated Sheet Met- 
al Workers' International Association, 

and » . m , 

WHEREAS, The United Metal Work- 
ers have made no effort to obey the in- 
structions of the Executive Council; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. instruct the United Metal 
Workers to revoke all charters granted 
to locals of Coppersmiths, thereby obey- 
ing the mandates of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L., or stand expelled 
from the A. F. of L. until said instruc- 
tions are complied with. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. H8.-By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias and Esteban Padilla, of 
the Porto Rico Free Federation and the 
Porto Rico Unions: 

WHEREAS, It was resolved by the 
Twenty-second Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, recommended 
to the National and International Asso- 
ciations of Painters, Shoemakers, Long- 
shoremen, Bakers, Cook and Restaurant 
Employees in the United States to have 
their ConsUtutions translated into the 
Spanish language, as well as some leaf- 
lets and pamphlets for the purpose of 
organization and agitation among the 
workmen of Porto Rico, Cuba and Cen- 
tral America, in order that they may 
become familiar with American methods 
and be enlightened upon the subject of 
benefits accruing from affiliation with the 
A. F. of L., which was changed to read 
that the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. have translated Into Spanish the 
Constitutions and some leaflets of the 
Trades Unions mentioned; and, 

WHEREAS, It Is necessary for the 
good of Unionism in Porto Rlco that the 
above resolution be carried out; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all the recommenda- 
tions which were made by the Twenty- 
second Annual Convention be carried out. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 119.— By Delegate John 
Mangan of the Gardeners and Florists, 
No. 10616: 

WHEREAS, The Gardeners' and Flor- 
ists' Union No. 10616 was organized in 
Chicago in December, 1902, and grew 
rapidly for several months until it had 
at one time 250 members, but for the last 
year has gradually dwindled until there 
are but 34 members in good standing; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Those members of this 
Union are good staunch Union men who 



are struggling hard to advance the in- 
terests of their organization; and, 

WHEREAS, Our experience in those 
two years has proven to us that the 
cause of our weakness in Chicago is the 
lack of organization of the men of our 
craft in other cities, especially in the 
eastern section of the United States; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco 
Convention be requested to aid as far as 
possible the formation of a National or- 
ganization of this craft, and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Incoming Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to instruct the 
Organizers of the A. F. of L. to aid in 
the promotion of this work as soon as 
possible. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 120.— By Delegate Chas. 
Hank, of the Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta 
Workers' Alliance: 

WHEREAS, The International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance 
was forced to call a strike against Har- 
bison-Walker Refractory Company of 
Pittsburg, Pa., to protect its organiza- 
tion; and, 

WHEREAS, Said company has its 

Slants in the States of Pennsylvania, 
hio and Kentucky, and while said strike 
has affected over 5,000 members of the 
Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' 
Alliance, and for this reason depleted the 
treasury of the International organiza- 
tion, which is now unable to give any 
help to members of some States which 
are now requesting that an Organizer 
be sent to assist them in organizing their 
State, therefore, 

RESOLVED, By this Convention, That 
an organizer be sent into the States of 
Texas and California to organize the un- 
organized Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta 
Workers for at least three months, at 
the expense of the A. F. of L. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 121.— By Delegate Chas. 
Hank, of the Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta 
Alliance: 

WHEREAS, The Atlantic Terra Cotta 
Company of Tottensville, N. Y.; Rogers 
Terra Cotta Company of Stanwlck, N. J., 
and the Corning Brick, Tile and Terra 
Cotta Company of Corning, N. Y., have 
discharged their employees for being 
members of the International Brick, Tile 
and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance. 

RESOLVED, By this Convention, That 
the Executive Council of this Federation 
use its good office to bring about a set- 
tlement of this grievance, and if said 
companies refuse to employ union men 
as they have done in the past they be 
placed on the unfair list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 122.— By Delegate Chas. 
Hank of the International Brick, Tile 
and Terra Cotta Alliance: 

WHEREAS, We believe that It is un- 
fair to any member of Organized Labor 
to pay more than one initiation fee if he 
is forced to seek work at another trade 
or calling which may be under the juris- 
diction of another organization than that 
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of which he is a member, and while we 
believe that such practice is dangerous 
to the labor movement, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration, That we recommend to all affil- 
iated organizations that whenever a 
member of one organization secures work 
which comes under the jurisdiction of an- 
other organization that he be accepted 
on a transfer card issued by his organi- 
sation. 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 123.— By Delegate A. 
McAndrews of the Tobacco Workers.' In- 
ternational Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Officers of Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers be in- 
structed to order its Local Union No. 18, 
of Cincinnati, O., to admit all members 
of Union No. 1 within thirty days with- 
out prejudice and upon. No. 18's refusal 
to comply its charter shall stand revoked 
and the International Union of Steam 
Engineers be instructed to grant charter 
to No. 1. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 124.— By Delegate Geo. 
C. Campbell, of the Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators: 

WHEREAS, A great crime is being 
committed In the employment of nearly 
two million children of tender years in 
the various industries of this country* 
the cause being the greed of employers 
and the poverty of parents: and, 

WHEREAS, Many States have no laws 
against child labor, and In those that 
have laws they are not enforced as they 
should be, from lack of proper co-opera- 
tion by the general public; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
that we most earnestly call the attention 
of the public press, ministers, teachers, 
and all reform bodies to take up the 
cause of the child and demand in no un- 
certain tones the passage of such laws, 
and the proper enforcement of the same, 
that child labor shall be forever abol- 
ished, and the child placed in school, 
where it properly belongs. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 125.— By Delegate Geo. 
C. Campbell of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and Decorators: 

WHEREAS, The economic struggle on 
the industrial field is yearly becoming 
more acute, and in many trades and call- 
ings the male workers are being dis- 
placed by the cheaper labor of the 
woman and the child, and, 

WHEREAS, The result of such condi- 
tions means a lower standard of Ameri- 
can citizenship and the increase of pov- 
erty and ignorance; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon the 
female workers the necessity of taking 
advantage of the opportunities offered by 
organization to get better conditions, 
shorter hours of labor and fair compen- 
sation for their labor; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all Organizers of the 
A. F. of L. be requested to make special 
efforts to organize women wage-workers 

Committee on Organization. 



Resolution No. 126.— By Delegate I. 
Jacoby of the International Ladles' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, A large number of local 
unions affiliated with the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers' Union have 
been attacked by organized employers' 
associations during the past year, and, 

WHEREAS, In consequence of lack of 
demand for the Union Label on ladies' 
wear several locals of the I. L. G. W. U. 
have been unsuccessful in bettering the 
conditions of their members or in resist- 
ing attacks of organized employers; and, 

WHEREAS. The I. L. G. W. U. is affil- 
iated with the A. F. of LI- and thereby 
entitled to the full support of Organized 
Labor: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled in Tweaty- 
fourth Annual Convention at San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., that all resolutions of en- 
dorsement and In support of the Union 
Label of the International Ladles' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union adopted by pre- 
vious Conventions of the A. F. of L. be 
reaffirmed, and further 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all 
wage-workers the necessity of demand- 
ing the Union Label of the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers' Union on la- 
dies' cloaks, suits, skirts, capes, waists 
and underwear whenever purchasing the 
same. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 127.— By Delegate I. 
Jacoby of the International Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, At the last Convention of 
the International Ladles' Garment Work- 
ers' Union, held in Boston, Mass., on 
June 6, 1904, the General President of 
the I. L. G. W. U. reported that the best 
interests of the International Ladies' 
Garment Workers' Union are being ln- 

iured by the National Consumers' 
league, the latter organization placing 
its label on products jurisdiction over 
which has been granted to the I. L. G. 
W. U. by the A. F. of L., and, 

WHEREAS, The I. L. G. W. U. Con- 
vention decided to refer this grievance 
against the National Consumers' League 
to the American Federation of Labor for 
adjustment, and, 

WHEREAS, It Is the duty of the A. F. 
of L. to protect the interests of its affil- 
iated unions to the fullest extent, there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled in Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention in San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., that the incoming Executive 
Council be instructed to investigate this 
matter thoroughly and take all necessary 
steps to preserve the interests of the In- 
ternational Ladles' Garment Workers' 
Union. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 128.— By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and Decorators: 

The Brotherhood of Painters, Decora- 
tors and Paperhangers of America re- 
quest the American Federation of Labor. 
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in Convention assembled, to announce of- 
flcially that the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America 
has complete and undivided jurisdiction 
over all varnishers and wood finishers. 

WHEREAS, The evolution of the build- 
ing: industry has changed the interior 
finish of woodwork of all large buildings, 
and the larger portion of that in resi- 
dences, especially of the better class 
(which is finished with shellac or var- 
nish), and this branch of our trade is no 
longer confined to the factory, but has 
become distinctly a building trade, and, 

WHEREAS, In all large cities, factor- 
ies and planing mills which formerly con- 
fined themselves to the manufacture of 
furniture, now include within the scope 
of their business the manufacture of in- 
terior woodwork for buildings, and, 

WHEREAS. When this work has been 
placed in position in the buildings, it re- 
ceives its final coats of varnish, and the 
Job is completed, and, in many instances, 
the firm manufacturing the woodwork 
has the contract for finishing it, and the 
men who do the preparatory work in the 
factory complete It upon the building; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The work of the varnish- 
er, even if he be confined to the factory, 
is such that it qualifies him to enter into 
competition with the painter; and, 

WHEREAS, The wages of the var- 
nisher now affiliated with the Interna- 
tional Union of Woodworkers are in 
every Instance lower than those of mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood engaged in the 
same class of work, which of necessity 
leads employers to discriminate against 
members of the Brotherhood, and In- 
duces owners of buildings to award con- 
tracts for this work to firms employing 
members of the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers* Union, with- the result that the 
work is performed at a lower rate of 
wages. In many instances fifty per cent 
less; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Amalgamated 
Woodworkers* be notified to instruct all 
members of their organization employed 
upon this class of work to transfer their 
membership to the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 129.— By Delegate Geo. 
C. Campbell of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and "Decorators: 

WHEREAS, During the past few years 
the efTort has been made by the wives 
and female relatives of Trades Unionists 
to form auxiliary organizations to assist 
the labor movement in getting better 
conditions for the organized workers of 
this country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor heartily endorses an 
effort made by the ladies to assist the 
Trades Unions, and pledges Its hearty 
co-operation, and requests all affiliated 
Central Bodies to co-operate with the 
women in organizing ladies' auxiliaries in 
their localities. 

Committee on Organization. 



Resolution No. 130.— By Delegate Geo. 
C. Campbell of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The conflict between em* 
ployers and laborers is being emphasized 
and brought out more plainly by the 
action of Organized Employers, Citizens' 
Alliances and Manufacturers' Associa- 
tions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon the 
workers to read, think and educate them- 
selves on economic questions, and em- 
phasize every industrial conflict by po- 
litical action in the interest of the work- 
ing people and defeat our unprincipled 
adversaries by the use of an united bal- 
lot 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 131.— By Delegate C. W. 
Woodman of the Texas State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS. Within the last few 
months there has come into existence a 
dual organization in San Antonio, Texas, 
the stated object being to unite all of the 
building trades in one movement; and, 

WHEREAS, It is evident the real ob- 
ject of this organization is to furnish 
strike breakers, it having done so repeat- 
edly in San Antonio; be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Execu- 
tive Board of the A, F. of L. give this 
matter especial and immediate attention 
after adjournment of this Convention, 
with a view to reunite the Trade Union 
movement in San Antonio and to stamp 
out of existence the dual organization. 

Committee on President's Report. 

Resolution No. 132.— By Delegate John 
Slocum of the International Brotherhood 
of Blacksmiths: 

WHEREAS, The Boston Convention of 
the American Federation at one of Its 
sessions duly and regularly adopted a 
resolution wherein It was ordered that 

Jurisdiction over the Carriage and Wagon 
'ainters should be assigned to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Painters and 
Paperhangers, and, 

WHEREAS, This ruling of the Federa- 
tion has no't yet been complied with by 
the aforesaid Carriage and Wagon Work- 
ers' organization, that organization still 
exercising jurisdiction over that class of 
mechanics in defiance of the action of the 
ruling of the Boston Convention; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation^ that inasmuch as the Inter- 
national Carriage and Wagon Workers 
is and are now acting in violation of the 
rulings of the Boston Convention, that 
be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention, that the Executive 
Officers of the American Federation of 
Labor be and are hereby instructed to 
enforce the ruling of the Boston Conven- 
tion on this matter; and be it further 

RESOLVED. That at the expiration of 
thirty days succeeding the adjournment 
of this Convention, If the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers' Organization further 
fail to comply with the action of the Bos- 
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ton Convention, the Executive Officers of 
the A. F. of L. are hereby instructed to 
revoke the Charter of Affiliation of the 
offending: organization. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 133.— By Delegate C. W. 
Woodman of the Texas State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, In Texas we have an or- 
ganization known as the Farmers' Union 
with a membership of more than 100,000, 
the Constitution of which pledges Its 
members to oppose trusts and trust- 
made goods, and 

WHEREAS, During the past year its 
members have prosecuted the Trade 
Union boycotts, suffered for us the in- 
conveniences of Injunctions and contrib- 
uted financially to Trade Unions during 
strikes; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of the lack of 
opportunity to study our methods for 
distinguishing Union from non-Union, or 
trust- made goods, and because in their 
local, county and State meetings they 
have expressed a desire to learn of our 
labels and methods; be it 

RESOLVED. That all organizations af- 
filiated with the A. F. of L. that use the 
Union Labels be requested to furnish 
each labor paper in Texas with such ad- 
vertising matter, literature or otherwise 
as may be used and to furnish such post- 
age to said labor papers as may be need- 
ed in distribution of same; and be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That in recognition of the 

great assistance the Farmers' Unions 
ave rendered Trade Unions in Texas, all 
A. F. of L. Organizers and Trades Unions 
be requested to render such assistance, 
when opportunities are presented, as may 
be helpful to its upbuilding. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 134. — By Delegate C. 
W. Petry, of the Alameda County Cen- 
tral Labor Council: 

WTCEREASl Many instances occur 
in which members of organized labor 
occupy political positions; and 

WHEREAS, The laws of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor do not allow 
politics or religion to enter into any 
of their discussions; and 

WHEREAS, There is danger of par- 
tisan political discussion entering our 
deliberations as was conclusively 
shown at the session of Wednesday, 
Nov. 16, 1904; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That no delegate occu- 
pying a political position shall be 
seated as a delegate to any Convention. 

Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 135. — By the Dele- 
gates of the Cigar Makers' Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, That in many instances 
the sale of union made products have 
been retarded by those who handle 
them, by not giving preference to 
union made goods; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That all union men be 
requested to, whenever possible, give 



their aid in the selling of products 
which bear the Union label. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 196. — By Delegates C 
E. Schmidt and Herman May, of the 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters and But- 
cher workmen: 

WHEREAS, The National Womens' 
Trade Union League of America is or- 
ganized to affiliate all women wage 
workers with Trade Unions of their 
respective crafts, and to promote a 
higher conception of the needs of 
working women in the public con- 
science; and 

WHEREAS, The officers and mem- 
bers of the National Womens' Trade 
Union League have rendered the Labor 
Movement a great service in assisting 
the women involved in the recent 
strike of Butcher Workmen and the 
existing strike of the Textile Workers; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED. By the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, that the National Wo- 
mens' Trade union League be and is 
hereby extended an invitation to be 
represented in the Annual Conventions 
of the American Federation of Labor 
by one Fraternal Delegate with one 
vote. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 137. — By Delegate 
Geo. W. Bell, of the Gas Workers' 
Union No. 9,840: 

WHEREAS, As there has been no 
effort on the part of the organizer of 
the A. F. of X. to organize the Gas 
Workers throughout the large cities 
of this country, and as there are thou- 
sands of men working at this indus- 
try and with few exceptions are all 
non-union men; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the officers of the 
A. F. of L. instruct their organizers 
to make every effort in their power 
to organize these men, especially in 
the large cities of the East 

Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 138. — By Delegate 
Tito Pacelli, of Rockmens Protective 
Union No. 10,631: 

WHEREAS, The Contractors' Pro- 
tective Association of New York City, 
which includes nearly all the exca- 
vating contractors of that city, among 
whom are some contractors for the 
great Pennsylvania tunnel, has refused 
to hold a conference with the Rock- 
men and Excavators' Unions; and 

WHEREAS, This Association has 
also repeatedly broken its promise to 
hold a conference with the committee 
of the Central Federated Union of 
New York, appointed for this purpose; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council be Instructed to use its power 
to arrange such a conference before 
March 1, 1905, and in the event of 
the contractors refusing to meet the 
committee of the C. F. U. to recom- 
mend such action as it shall think best 
to that body; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council call upon the organizations of 
the Teamsters, the Engineers, the 
Hoist Runners, and other unions hav- 
ing members who are employed by 
this Association to render all possible 
morai support and assistance to the 
Rockmen and Excavators in their just 
demands. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Trades. 

Resolution No. 139. — By Delegate 
Tito Pacelli. of Rockmens Protective 
Union No. 10,631: 

WHEREAS, The infamous padrone 
system continues to spread ana flour- 
ish in spite of the opposition of or* 
fan i zed labor and in violation of the 
anitary and Company Store Law; 
and 

WHEREAS, This new serfdom hafl 
grown to such proportions that 
laborers are housed in the most mis- 
erable and death-breeding hovels even 
within the limits of the great and 
prosperous City of New York; and 

WHEREAS. This evil has grown to 
such alarming dimensions on railroad 
and public work that it threatens the 
very existence of those unions that 
have been struggling with some suc- 
cess to obtain a foothold on such 
work; and 

VhEREAS, The conditions under 
which the laborers live and work un- 
der the padrone system not only con- 
stitute a degradation of American 
workers to the level of serfdom, but 
stand as a demoralization example to 
other employers and laborers; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Federation 
take immediate and practical measures 
to stamp out this menace to American 
manhood, beginning by an investiga- 
tion by the Executive Council of the 
conditions in the principal States 
where the padrone system is in vogue 
and following up this investigation by 
a demand for the enforcement of 
such laws as already bear upon the 
evil and the enactment of such new 
legislation as may be necessary fin- 
ally to stamp it out. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 140.— By Delegates 
Santiago Iglesias and Esteban Pad! 11a, 
of the Porto Rico Unions: 

WHEREAS, The Porto Rican dele- 
gates submit for consideration in this 
Convention the important economical 
question directly affecting the Agri- 
cultural Workers of Porto Rico, refer- 
ring to the buying of coffee in Porto 
Rico by the members of the American 
Federation of Labor all over the 
United States and Canada; and 

WHEREAS. It is absolutely right to 
ask and secure effective protection to 
the Porto Rico coffee among thfc 
united American working-men, as it 
protects our brother coffee workers 
of Porto Rico; and 

WHEREAS, In the Twenty-second 
Annual Convention, your Committee 
on Resolutions advise that the organ- 
ized coffee producers and workmen use 



the label of the A. F. of L. to distin- 
guish their product, and further 
recommend that the purchasers of cof- 
fee give their preference to the cof- 
fees bearing said label; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor give absolute 
recognition and protection to the cof- 
fee of Porto Rico to be consumed or 
bought by all the union workingmen 
in the United States and give truth 
and protection to the coffee of Porto 
Rico over the coffee from foreign 
countries among trade unions. 

Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 141. — By Delegate E. 
J. Lynch, of the Metal Polishers', Buf- 
fers', Platers', Brass Molders', Brass 
and Silver Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, A lockout has been on 
for the last eighteen months at the 
factory of the Waterbury Watch Co., 
Waterbury, Conn., against the mem- 
bers of our organization; and 

WHEREAS, Said Waterbury Watch 
Co. manufactures the Ingersoll Dollar 
Watch; and 

WHEREAS, Said watches are usual- 
ly purchased by working people In 
general; and 

WHEREAS, Said Waterbury Watch 
Co. refuses to employ any union men 
— after last Labor Day discharged 
three carpenters, members of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers who participated in the Labor Day 
parade, thus showing their antagonism 
against all organized labor; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Waterbury 
Watch Co., as well as the Ingersoll 
watch be placed on the "We Don't Pat- 
ronize" list of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 
jCom mittee on Boycotts. 

jT Resolution No. 142. — By Delegate E. 
4JJ. Lynch, of the Metal Polishers', Buf- 
fers', Platers', Brass Molders', Brass 
, and Silver Workers' International 

I Union of N. A.: 
WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
. tlon of Labor, with its 121 National 
and International Unions, 33 State 
Branches, 521 Central Bodies and 1,725 
Trade and Federal Unions, as well as 
over 50,000 local unions affiliated with 
the respective National Unions; and 

WHEREAS, Each and every one of 
those unions, both International and 
local deposit their money in Savings 
Banks and National Banks; and 

WHEREAS, For $10,000 deposit, a 
charter for a National bank can be 
procured; and 

WHEREAS, The amount of money 
to-day owned by National and Inter- 
national Unions, local and Federal 
unions could start from five to twenty 
National Banks or Savings Banks in 
different parts of the United States; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor goes on record in 
favor of establishing workmens' 
banks in different parts of the United 
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States and that the incoming Execu- 
tive Board of the American Federation 
of Labor be empowered to select the 
cities where said workingmens* banks 
should be established and that each 
National and International Union, 
State Branch, Central Labor Union, 
Federal Union and local union affil- 
iated with International Unions de- 
posit their money in said banks and 
thus conduct an annex to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor banking de-J 
positories for the money of their re-, 
spective organizations. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 143. — By Delegate E. 
J. Lynch, of the Metal Polishers', Buf- 
fers', Platers', Brass Molders', Brass 
and Silver Workers' International 
Union of N. A: 

WHfiREAS, a grievance has existed 
between Local 73, Polishers, Buffers 
and Platers of* Wallingford, Conn., and 
the firm of R. Wallace & Sons, manu- 
facturers of Cutlery, Brittania and Sil- 
ver work; and 

WHEREAS, Said R. Wallace & Sons 
demanded that the employes in the 
polishing and buffing room accept a 
reduction of from 10 to 25 per cent and 
an increase in their hours of toil 
from 9 to 10; and 

WHEREAS, The Metal Polishers', 
Buffers', Platers', Brass Molders', 
Brass and Silver Workers' Interna- 
tional Union of N. A. has fought this 
Arm for the last eight months; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that with 
the assistance and co-operation of the 
American Federation of Labor we shall 
force this Arm to grant fair condi- 
tions to their employes as well as the 
standard nine-hour day that is given 
by his competitors in the same line 
of business; and 

WHEREAS, An effort has been made 
by President Gompers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to settle this 
but without success; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the American 
Federation of Labor place the R. Wal- 
lace & Sons on their "We Don't Pat- 
ronize" list. 

Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. # 144. — By Delegates 
Weber, Miller and Carey, of the 
American Federation of Musicians: 

RESOLVED. That the Legislative 
Committee of the A. F. of L is in- 
structed to assist in every possible 
legal manner the passage, by Con- 
gress, of a bill prohibiting the com- 
petition of enlisted musicians with 
civilian musicians. ^ 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 145. — By Delegate 
Geo. Burns, of the Electrical Workers' 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, A great many of the 
Central Bodies, as at present organ- 
ized, are ineffective owing to the fact 
that many of the local unions are 
forming District Councils, Metal 
Trades Councils, Building Trades 
Councils and other subdivisions, thus 



weakening Central Bodies; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council be instructed to formulate a 
code of uniform laws, under which 
all Central Bodies will be required 
to organize within six months. 

Committee on Organizations. 

Resolution No. 146. — By Delegates 
Santiago Igleslas and Esteban Padllla, 
of the Porto Rican Unions: 

WHEREAS, The union working peo- 
ple of Porto Rico in particular, and 
the people in general, have requested 
us to ask this Convention to give the 
entire people of Porto Rico the honor 
of holding the next Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor in San 
Juan; we request it be 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L„ 
assembled, adopt to hold the Twenty- 
fifth Annual Convention in the City 
of San Juan de Porto Rico next year. 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 147. — By Delegates 
Owen Milter and Joseph N. Weber of the 
American Federation of Musicians: 

WHEREAS, The auestion of the "Open 
and the so-called Union Shop" is one 
that has been brought prominently be- 
fore the public, and discussed pro and 
con by employers, employees, Union and 
non-Union adherents and advocates, 
magazine writers, preachers, priests, doc- 
tors, lawyers, until the people are di- 
vided into two camps so to speak, one fa- 
voring the Open and the other the Union 
Shop; and 

WHEREAS, The most eloquent, plausi- 
ble, intelligent and persistent advocates 
of the so-called "Open Shop," as gener- 
ally understood, are members of the 
"Bar," otherwise the Lawyers' Union, 
the strongest and most exclusive Trades 
Union in existence to-day; and many of 
the most able members of this Union 
have denounced, both by word and pen, 
the efforts of other Trades Unionists to 
enjoy the exclusive privileges of the 
Union Shop, as so vividly typified by the 
Lawyers' Union, as an outrageous and 
illegal infringement of American liberty, 
detrimental to public policy, and a men- 
ace to the rights of the individual; and, 

WHintEAS, The aforementioned Law- 
yers' Union has succeeded in placing 
upon the statutes of all the States and 
Territories of the United States laws 
which confine the practice of law to cer- 
tain individuals, excluding all others, and 
makes the practice of law the most ex- 
clusive Union Shop extant to-day, deny- 
ing the right to any one, however able, 
or well qualified to work in the "Law 
Shop,* unless such can show a card in 
good standing In the Lawyers' Union; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Taking the lawyers at 
their word, namely, that such a policy is 
"an infringement of American liberty, 
contrary to public policy, and a menace 
to individual freedom, and that every 
American freeman should be free, to fol- 
low any profession, trade or occupation, 
without hindrance or restrictions," there- 
fore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, hereby instruct all affiliated State 
and Territorial Federations, to have bills 
introduced in the various States and Ter- 
ritorial Legislatures repealing all aws 
conferring the privilege of the practice 
of law upon a certain class in preference 
to all others, and making the practice of 
law open to every free American citizen 
who considers himself qualified, and not 
confined to a privileged few as is the 
custom under the present system. 

Committee on President's Report. 

Resolution No. 148. — By Belleville 
Trades and Labor Assembly: 

We, the undersigned Trades and La- 
bor Assembly for Belleville and vicinity, 
in regular meeting assembled, hereby de- 
nounce and condemn the action the 
Brewery Workmen's Union has taken in 
this city and vicinity, and we further de- 
clare it a non-union, a labor disrupting, 
unscrupulous outrage, an act that will 
retard the labor movement for years to 
come, one that will go down in the labor 
history of this city as the greatest crime 
committed by a Labor Union so far as 
Union principle is concerned, and there- 
fore we, the above-mentioned body, have 
adopted the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, Local Union No. 13 of In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers was 
compelled to withdraw its members at 
the Star and Western Breweries of this 
city, and we know that the Engineers 
were Justified in so doing, as Local No. 
13 had contracts signed annually for En- 
gineers since 1899. Said contracts in- 
cluded the Chief Engineers as well as the 
assistants; and, 

WHEREAS, Said strike was sanctioned 
by the Executive Board of the I. U. S. E. 
and the Brewery Workmen's Union im- 
mediately filled the places of the striking 
Engineers and thereby caused the Broth- 
erhood of Stationary Firemen, Local No. 
76, to call their men out on a sympa- 
thetic strike, and the Brewery Work- 
men's Union also filled their places and 
have also hauled coal when the Team- 
sters went out on a sympathetic strike; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The Brewery Workmen's 
Union have withdrawn the label from 
the Mascautah and the New Athens, Illi- 
nois, Breweries because the brewery pro- 
prietors refused to cancel the contract 
signed for Engineers with Local No. 13 
and Firemen's Union No. 75 and sign 
contracts with Brewery Union for Engi- 
neers and Firemen; therefore they have 
sent committees to the different saloon- 
keepers and declared the Mascautah and 
the New Athens beer unfair, while mem- 
•bers of their own ranks were brewing 
and handling said products; and, 

WHEREAS, This controversy has been 
so construed as being a Jurisdiction fight, 
and we hereby most emphatically deny 
this assertion, as the Engineers were 
compelled to strike to enforce their an- 
nual agreement, which was the same as 
the contract heretofore signed as far as 
wages were concerned; and, 

WHEREAS, This case goes on record 
as being such that one Union scabs on 
the other, and, 



WHEREAS, The A. F. of L. Organizer, 
Mr. Tom Tracey, with a committee from 
this body, vfsited the Brewery Workers' 
meeting and were requested to wait down 
stairs about one hour until a local news- 
paper editor of anarchistic type had fin- 
ished his address to said meeting, which 
was very antagonistic. Then Mr. Tracey 
and committee were asked to come before 
the organization, which was done. While 
a discussion was going on and in Mr. 
Tracey's presence this newspaper editor 
was in the hall for the sole purpose of 
misleading the organization. On the fol- 
lowing day, through his paper, he slan- 
dered and threw mud at the A. F. of L. 
Officers, and also the Trades and Labor 
Assembly. 

Therefore we, as a Central Body, will 
not tolerate anything of this nature and 
have expelled the Brewery Workers* 
Unions from this Trades and Labor As- 
sembly and have endorsed the action of 
the Engineers and Firemen by placing 
the Star and Western Breweries on the 
We Don't Patronize List; and therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That we will fight this 
case to the bitter end until a settlement 
is reached and men restored to former 

Rositions. and as the Brewery Workers 
ave refused to appoint members on a 
Joint conference board to adjust griev- 
ances arising from time to time as de- 
cided by the A. F. of L., therefore be It* 
further 

RESOLVED, That we as a firm and 
united Central Body hereby demand of 
the Executive Council of the A. F. of L. 
to give a decision on this local matter at 
once, as this is a separate case from the 
general dispute that is now on and the 
true Union men are still idle because 
they were locked out by the Brewery 
Workers and the Alliance has also black- 
listed them, which makes it difficult to 
procure employment; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we in regular meet- 
ing assembled demand of the A. F. of L. 
Executive Council to remove the curse 
that has befallen the labor movement in 
this vicinity and which is dividing our 
organizations by annulling the label and 
revoking the charter of the National 
Union of the United Brewery Workmen, 
as their unfair action is so detrimental 
to the cause of labor for which we have 
tolled day and night for years to build 
up. 

Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 149.— By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll of Boston, Central Labor Union: 

We, the United Gold Beaters of Amer- 
ica, take this means of placing our griev- 
ances before this Convention. 

Our membership being only three hun- 
dred and thirty, we are unable to send a 
delegate to represent us. 

On July 21, 1902, the United Gold Beat- 
ers of America decided to strike for an 
Increase In wages and better conditions 
of our trade, in which we were success- 
ful, with the exception of the shop con- 
trolled by the Hastings Company, in 
Philadelphia, who are yet on the Unfair 
List of the A. F. of L. The Hastings 
shops, In Philadelphia, employ 44 boys 
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40 girls and 60 men. The girls are paid 
twenty cents for work for which the 
men in union shops are paid sixty cents. 
Also the apprentices who learn their 
trade under the system which the Hast-, 
ings Company operates, when they are 
through their aprentlceship, are com- 
pelled to work for the Hastings Company, 
because they know only two branches of 
the trade, and the Hastings Company is 
the only firm that operates the German 
system of gold beating, employing child 
labor. 

We have adopted and registered a union 
label to protect our trade against this 
cheap labor system, with the hope that 
organized labor, who consume our prod- 
uct, would give us their moral support 
and hefp us win our fight against a firm 
who are and always were opposed to 
union labor. The bookbinders are the 
largest consumers o* gold leaf, and we 
have appealed to them numerous times 



to support our label, and our appeal was 
always blocked by a few Influential mem- 
bers of the bookbinders who are friendly 
with the. Hastings Company, and one in 
particular, who is a member of the Book- 
binders' Union and a salesman for the 
Hastings Company. Also during our 
strike this gentleman was in Dresden, 
German, buying gold leaf for the firm, 
and it is principally through his efforts 
that our fight for union conditions in our 
trade Is defeated. 

Now, gentlemen and brothers, we hope 
before the adjournment of the Convention 
you will give our appeal your considera- 
tion and advise us as to what course 
to pursue to bring this firm to terms. 

Committee on Labels. 

The Convention was then adjourned to 
meet at 2 P. M. 



FOURTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order 
at 2 o'clock p. m., Vice-President Mit- 
chell in the chair. 

Absentees — Barry, Klapetzky, Nos- 
chang, Tobin, Lovely. Butterworth, Gor- 
don, Baum, Farrell, Mahoney (T. J.), 
Smith (J. W.), Warber, Pattison, Weber, 
Miller (Owen), Carey, Mason, Dix, Quick, 
Mahon, Maloney (P.), Powell, Morgan, 
Triplett, Madden, Hanraty, Ryder, Parks, 
Husted, Cohen (B), Michel, Lock, Har- 
ris (R. F.) f Lavery (Jas. A.), Ward, 
Dunn, (J. P.), Woodmansee, Roberts 
Payne, O'Shea (Dennis), Murray, Coffey* 
Patterson, Edmonson, Hi nton, Pillsbury 
Bell. Keefe (M. O.), Damozonio, Timil- 
ty, Dale, Schilling, Dowd. 

The Chairman announced that the 
special order of business was the re- 
port of the Committee on Credentials 
on the seating of the delegate from 
the Chicago Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Dold — I move that a com- 
mittee of three be appointed by the 
President of the American Federation 
of Labor to proceed tp the City of 
Chicago as soon as possible after this 
Convention closes for the purpose of 
making a thorough investigation, and 
pending such investigation that the 
action revoking the charter of the 
Chicago Federation of Labor be re- 
scinded and the delegate seated. 
(Seconded.) 



Delegate Spencer — I arise to a point 
of order. The question before the 
house is the report of the Committee 
on Credentials. A motion to concur 
in the report of the committee on the 
seating of the delegate from the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor has been 
made, and that is the question before 
the house. 

Vice-President Mitchell — It Is the 
opinion of the Chair that the point of 
order is well taken. 

Delegate Dold asked if the subject 
matter and the motion had not been 
referred as a special order of business. 

Vice-President Mitchell — The Chair 
does not so understand. The Chair 
rules that the motion is out of order. 

Delegate Sherman asked why the 
charter of the Chicago Federation of 
Labor had been revoked. 

Vice-President Mitchell — The char- 
ter was revoked because the Chicago 
Federation of Labor had failed to com- 
ply with the instructions of the Ex- 
ecutive Council and expel from mem- 
bership two unions not affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Dold — I move you that the 
report of the Committee on Credentials 
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be referred to a committee to be se- 
lected by the American Federation of 
Labor, that committee to proceed to 
the City of Chicago as soon as possi- 
ble after the adjournment of this Con- 
vention to investigate the matter. 
Pending: an investigation the revoca- 
tion of the charter to be suspended 
and the delegate from the Chicago 
Federation of Labor to be seated. 
(Seconded.) 

Vice-Preeident Mitchell — The Chair 
is of the opinion that the motion is 
not in order. The committee has re- 
ported in opposition to the seating of 
the delegate. The motion of Delegate 
Dold simply reverses that report. 

Delegate Dold — Is it possible by any 
means to modify or amend or change 
the motion to concur in the report of 
the committee? 

Vice-President Mitchell — I should 
say by defeating the motion. 

Delegate C. P. Shea — If the motion 
to concur in the report of the com- 
mittee is voted down, does that seat 
the delegate? 

Vice-President Mitchell — Not neces- 
sarily. It will require a motion to 
seat the delegate. 

Delegate Sherman — If the parties 
concerned would promise to obey the 
mandates of the Executive Council 
and expel from the ranks of the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor the Steam 
Fitters and Press Feeders in question, 
would not that seat the delegate? 

Vice-President Mitchell — Not unless 
the Convention itself refuses to con- 
cur in the report of the Committee on 
Credentials. If the causes were re- 
moved, I presume there would be no 
objection to seating the delegate. 

Delegate Driscoll — I move that the 
whole matter be laid over until to- 
morrow afternoon, and that the Com- 
mittee on the Executive Council's re- 
port be requested to report on the 
matter of taking away the charter of 
the Chicago Federation of Labor at 
three o'clock. 

Treasurer Lennon — That part of the 
report of the Executive Council is 
not before any committee. 

Delegate Driscoll withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

The motion was discussed at some 



length by Delegates Dold, D. A. Hayes 
and Spencer. 

Treasurer Lennon then moved that 
the report of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, together with that portion 
of the report of the Executive Council 
dealing with the Chicago Federation 
of Labor be referred to the Committee 
on Local and Federated bodies, with 
the request that they report to the 
Convention at the earliest possible 
date. .(Seconded.) 

Delegate Ramsay arose to a point of 
order and said: That motion would 
do the same thing as the motion of 
Delegate Dold, which the Chair ruled 
out of order. 

Vice-President Mitchell — The point 
Is not well taken. The motion the 
Chair ruled out of order would have 
reversed the report of the committee 
and seated the delegate. 

Delegate C. P. Shea — I arise to a 
point of order. Is there not a motion 
before the house to concur in the re- 
port of the committee? If so, the 
motion just made is out of order. 

Vice-President Mitchell — A motion 
to refer is in order. The point is not 
well taken. 

The question was further discussed 
by Delegates Duncan, Fitzpa trick, 
Dold, D. A. Hayes, Max Morris, Spen- 
cer, Mangan, Barter, Higgins, Jere L. 
Sullivan, C. P. Shea, T. J. Duffy and 
Tanquary. 

On motion of Delegate Barter de- 
bate was closed at 4:30. 

President Gompers in the Chair. 

During the discussion Treasurer 
Lennon asked permission to withdraw 
his motion, but objection to its with- 
drawal was made and discussion on it 
was continued. A vote was taken on 
the motion at 4:30 p. m., and it was 
carried by a vote of 96 to 88. 

Delegate Dempsey, for the Commit- 
tee on Credentials, reported as follows: 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., 

November 17, 1904. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 
the A. F. of L. 

Gentlemen: 

Your Committee Is In posses- 
sion of a letter to Secretary Morrison 
from Mr. Frank Buchanan, President of 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Workers* 
union, dated at San Francisco, Novem- 
ber 16, 1904. Mr. Buchanan requests that 
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he be seated In this Convention as a del- 
egate representing the Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers as an additional dele- 
gate. 

The Structural Iron Workers have two 
accredited delegates now seated, but are 
entitled to three delegates. 

There is no official credential properly 
signed and sealed in the hands of your 
Credential Committee. 

Messrs. Hoeneck and Brady, the ac- 
credited delegates from the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers, personally re- 
quest that the application of Mr. Bu- 
chanan be favorably accepted. 

In accordance with the above, your 
Credential Committee recommends that 
Mr. Buchanan be seated as a delegate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN T. DEMPSEY, 
GEO. MACKEY, 
JAS. F. GRIMES. 

On motion of Delegate Fltzslmmons, 
the report of the committee was con- 
curred In and Delegate Buchanan 
seated. 

Delegate GUthorpe wished to be re- 
corded as voting against the motion. 

Delegate Foster, for the Committee 
on Resolutions, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 9, by Delegate George 
Mackey, of the International Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite 
and Paper Mill Workers: 

Resolution No. 9: 

WHEREAS, Members of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Paper Makers, 
Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers 
are being subjected to many hazardous 
risks through the negligence of employ- 
ers in not protecting dangerous places In 
and around machinery; and, 

WHEREAS, A large percentage of ac- 
cidents and deaths among Paper and 
Pulp Makers are due to a lack of proper 
protection In said mills, and 

WHEREAS, Factory Inspectors are not 
recognized among worklngmen as such 
because of a lack of any uniform or any 
visible badge of office; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the Officers of 
the American Federation of Labor insist 
upon a more strict observance of the 
Factory Inspectors' Rules in all factor- 
ies; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 
ration of Labor exert its best influences 
to have a law or order enacted in all 
States requiring that all factory inspect- 
ors shall wear a uniform or some visible 
badge when on duty; and be It further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fede- 
ration of Labor put forth its best en- 
deavors to have a law enacted in all 
States requiring all factory inspectors 
to submit to a rigid civil service exami- 
nation. 

The committee recommends the in- 
sertion of the words "Factory Inspec- 
tor" In the last line, before the words 



"Civil Service Examination." With 
this amendment they recommend the 
adoption of the resolution. 

On motion of Delegate Thomas, duly 
seconded, the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 22, by Delegate Louis 
Rentelman, of the San Francisco Labor 
Council: 

WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
sage and enforcement of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, has been succeeded by 
an evil similar in general character, 
but much more threatening In its pos- 
sibilities, to- wit: the immigration to 
the United States and its insular ter- 
ritory of large and increasing numbers 
of Japanese and Korean laborers; and 

WHEREAS, The American public 
sentiment against the immigration of 
Chinese labor, as expressed and crystal- 
lized in the enactment of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, finds still stronger justifica- 
tion in demanding prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the immi- 
gration of Japanese and Korean labor, 
on the grounds, first, that the wage and 
living standards of such labor are dan- 
gerous to, and must. If granted recogni- 
tion in the United States, prove destruct- 
ive of, the American standards in these 
essential respects; secondly, that the rad- 
ical incompatibility, as between the peo- 
ples of the Orient and the United States, 
presents a problem of race preservation 
which it is our imperative duty to solve 
in our own favor, and which can only be 
thus solved by a policy of Exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion of these Oriental races of our In- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatened, and partly accomplished, 
extension of that system to the Pacific 
Coast and other Western localities of 
the United States, constitutes a stand- 
ing danger, not only to the domestic 
peace, but to the continuance of friendly 
relations between the nations concerned; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be en- 
larged and extended so as to perma- 
nently exclude from the United States 
and its insular territory all classes of 
Japanese and Koreans, other than those 
exempted by the present terms of that 
Act; further 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted, through the proper avenues, 
to the Qongress of the United States, 
with a request for favorable consideration 
and action by that body. 

The committee concurs in the resolu- 
tion. 

President Gompers — If there is no 
objection the report of the committee 
will be concurred In. 

Delegate McSherry objected, and 
said that a resolution on the same 
subject presented by himself had been 
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referred to the Committee on Presi- 
dents Report. 

President Gompera — This resolution 
was referred to the Resolutions Com- 
mittee through an oversight. It is the 
wish of that committee that it be re- 
referred to the Committee on Presi- 
dent's Report 

Resolution No. 23, by Delegates C. 
E. Schmidt and Herman May, of the 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters and But- 
cher Workmen. 

WHEREAS, The struggle between or- 
ganized labor and organized capital seems 
to be growing more intense every year; 
and 

WHEREAS, We have recently seen 
such monstrous orders issued that a man 
who has reached the age of 35 years 
should net be jiven employment in the 
plants of the steel trust and other large 
corporations; and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor, which is 
ever striving to place the workers on a 
higher plane, will, if this age limit is ap- 
plied to all industries, retrograde, Instead 
of progress; and 

WHEREAS, The means through which 
such un-American tendencies can be re- 
sisted lie in the raising of the standard 
of lite among the workers, and this can- 
not successfully be done while the Amer- 
ican workman Is subject to the competi- 
tion of the Mongolian race, which can- 
not be unionized or Americanized; and 

WHEREAS, The immigration of Jap- 
anese laborers is increasing at an alarm- 
ing rate and these laborers have already 
worked great Injury to American work- 
mer by practically monopolizing work in 
certain industries on acount of the low , 
rate of wages they are willing to accept; 
and 

WHEREAS, This influx of Japanese, 
unless restricted, must tend to lower the 
standard of living* among the wage- 
earners of the country; be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. P. of L., 
through its Legislative Committee, use 
all lawful means to secure the necessary 
legislation to have the laws governing 
Chinese immigration also apply to Jap- 
anese and all others of the Mongolian 
race. 

The committee recommends that Reso- 
lution No. 23, being of the same general 
character as Resolution No. 22 be also 
referred to the Committee on President's 
Report. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 25, by Delegate 
James G. Cain, of the Photo Engravers' 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has for several years past been 
upon record, reaffirmed at each annual 
Convention, as opposed to anti-scalping 
laws, and its influence has prevented the 



adoption by the United States Congress, 
and by the Legislatures of many of our 
States, of laws inimical to ticket brok- 
erage; and 

WHEREAS, Failing because of the op- 
position of organized labor to secure 
through legislation laws so repugnant to 
the people, tile great railroad trusts are 
now endeavoring to prevail, and in some 
cases have prevailed, upon the Judges of 
& e fSF** 3 *} fctffVe 6y injunction, and 
?£> * 8 2 bus « of , Jegal process prevent 
the transfer of railroad tickets from the 

ffil P be r ?t haSer t0 ° ther *~« 
RESOLVED, That the arbitrary cus- 
£? m * of tr a an t s Portation companies in plac- 
ing descriptions of purchasers upon tick- 
ets, and requiring such purchasers to 
fJSELJ5? fai,% <> ne -shled contracts, is an 
♦5E?i Uo »? a S? £ n ou trage, as all railroad 
tt further *° t0 the bearer: be 

RESOLVED, That we hold that the 
ownership of a railway ticket, after it 
v?fiiri ee i» Pgrehaaed by the passenger, is 
Ifi ? l tSLi? that purchaser, and that it is 
his right, both morally and legally to 
use it himself, wholly or In part! or dis- 

ftXatSiSiu* othe J s " he ^ ay see At; 
?ii d * ,* the use of non-transferable con- 
tract, signature and descriptive tickets 
by the railroad companies is an outrage 
upon the traveling public, and a pre- 
w«ft P V£ U ® and unwarranted interference 
with the property rights of passengers. 

i«£? S £hX5P' That we Enounce the 
Joint validating agency system as a nui- 
sance, an unnecessary expense and an- 
noyance to travelers, and a discreditable 
scheme on the part of railroad compan- 
ies to repudiate obligations and profit 
enormously by the forfeiture of ticket] 
in the hands of purchasers who are un- 
able to personally use them. 

RESOLVED, That we deplore the ap- 
parent willingness of some of the courts 
of this country to sanction the arbitrary 
and unjust agreements of unlawful pas- 
tt n £ £L associations by Issuing injunctions 
J™?f re «MlV he transfer of so-called con- 
tract tickets, and we denounce such ac- 
tion as an abuse of legal process and a 
course tending to bring edicts of the 
courts into contempt. 

«f?£ SO w^ BI \. That ^ e afirain ^Quest all 
State Federations. Central Trades and 

L ?*u or ,v Coi ; nclls . and Labor Unions allied 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
to use every effort to defeat anti-scalping 
Pi i **L nd , clty ordinances inimical to 
ticket brokerage, and again instruct our 
Legislative Committee at Washington to 
oppose all anti-scalping bills that have 
been, or may be, Introduced in the United 
States Congress. 

The committee concurs in the resolu- 
tion. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred In. 

Delegate Tanquary desired to be re- 
corded as voting against the adoption 
of the report of the committee. 

Resolution No. 38, by Delegate W. 
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Prank Moyer, of the Washington State 
Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, There are weak, strug- 
gling Central Labor Councils situated 
in districts containing a comparatively 
large unorganized population, both as 
to unorganized trades and callings and 
members of trades already organized, 
and as such councils in many instances 
arc too weak financially and numeri- 
cally to support a loca: organizer or 
agent; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A F. of L. authorize and Instruct 
its Executive Board to assist a council 
so situated on applying for aid— First, 
by appointing and commissioning such 
local organizer as is recommended by 
the applying council; second, by ap- 
propriating the sum of not less than 
$300 per annum toward the support of 
said organizer; provided 

That a council applying for aid by 
the provisions of this resolution must 
appropriate an amount toward the sup- 
port of said organizer equal to that 
appropriated by the A. F. of L. 

The committee non-concurs in the reso- 
lution. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 49, by Delegate Mary 
Kenny O'Sullivan, of the National 
Woman's Trade Union League, and 
James Duncan of the Granite Cutters* 
National Union: 

RESOLVED, That the best interests of 
labor require the admission of women 
to full citizenship as a matter of justice 
to them and as a necessary step toward 
insuring and raising the scale of wages 
for all. 

The committee concurs in the resolu- 
tion. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 61, by Delegate Mor- 
ris Brown, of the Central Federated 
Union of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The ravages of tuberculo- 
sis has made frightful progress in this 
country, and especially among the work- 
ing class; be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenly-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the necessary ways, 
means and steps be at once instituted to 
check tuberculous, and, if possible, en- 
tirely eradicate the same. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation: While we favor the 
eradication of consumption, we cannot 
concur in the resolution for the rea- 
son that it suggests no method or 
means by which the proposed end can 
or may be carried into effect. 



Delegate Brown — I move to amend 
that we recommend that local unions 
affiliated with the A. P. of L work in 
conjunction with the health boards in 
the different cities to stamp out tuber- 
culosis. 

The Chairman declared the amend- 
ment out of order. 

Delegate Brown then withdrew the 
resolution. 

Resolution No. 58, by Delegate Mor- 
ris Brown, of the Central Federated 
Union of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The Assembly of the State 
of New York has passed a bill regu'iat- 
lng employment agencies; and 

WHEREAS, The said measure is of 
great import to all organized labor, not 
only of one State, but of the whole coun- 
try; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby direct that a like 
measure be introduced in the Congress of 
the United States, covering all States. 

The committee non-concurs in the reso- 
lution. 

Vice-President Duncan, of the com- 
mittee said: The committee has no 
objection to the spirit of the resolu- 
tion, but the Congress of the United 
States has no authority to pass such 
laws, which are purely State affairs. 

{The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 73, by Delegate A. 
T. Baum: 

The following resolution, adopted by the 
Annual Convention of the Commercial 
Telegraphers' Union of America, is of- 
fered to this Convention for considera- 
tion: 

Whereas, Owing to the fact that con- 
tracts entered into between various labor 
organizations and employers do, as at 
present conducted, begin and expire on 
widely different dates; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of such vari- 
ance as above stated, allied bodies are 
frequently forced to combat the best in- 
terests of each other, thereby defeating 
the main objects of unionism; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that as speedily as possible 
with existing agreements, all organiza- 
tions connected with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor cause such agreements 
to begin and expire upon a date certain; 
such date to be hereafter agreed upon. 

The committee non-concurs in the reso- 
lution. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 
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Delegate Golden, of the Committee 
on Secretary's Report, read the fol- 
lowing" report: 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., Nov. IT, 1904. 
Report of Committee on Secretary's 
Report. 

To the officers and Members of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Brothers: 

We, your Committee on Secre- 
tary's report respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing:: 

After carefully going over the many 
items contained in the Secretary's report, 
both statistical i and otherwise, your com- 
mittee reports as follows: 

We desire to compliment the Secretary 
on his able and masterful report, every 
matter being given in a clear, concise and 
business-like manner. 

Second, we are pleased to note the fact 
that the American Federationist has made 
such good progress, from a financial 
standpoint, during the year, and would 
call the attention of all members of or- 
ganized labor to the advisability of sub- 
scribing for the same, in order to guar- 
antee its further success. 

Third, we heartily endorse the recommen- 
dation of the Secretary in his report that 
no change be made in the laws govern- 
ing the defense fund, or in the manner 
of its distribution, that would leave it 
liable to be taken undue advantage of. 

Fourth, we further recommend that the 
Secretary of all National and Interna- 
tional unions give to the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor, from time 
to time, all data relative to changes in 
wages, hours of labor, etc. 

That the statistics in this respect may 
be still more complete and authentic. 

In conclusion, we recommend that the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to send to the Secre- 
tary of each Central, State, Local and 
Federal body a copy of his report. 
Fraternally, 
JAMES WILSON, Chairman. 
FRED LEPP, 
E. J. LYNCH, 
CHAS. DOLD, 
GEO. H. WARNER. 
WM. H. FRAZIER, 
J. B. CONROY, 
J. BRADY, 
JOHN GOLDEN. Secretary. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred 
In. (Carried.) 

Delegate Jere L. Sullivan, of the 
Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies, read the following report: 

Your committee begs leave to sub- 
mit the following- report: 

Resolution No. 11 intends to regu- 
late, hence is referred to the Commit- 
tee on Laws. 

WHEREAS. Certain city central 
bodies have' adopted the assessment 
system of raising funds for the sup- 
port of strikes, etc.; and 



WHEREAS, The assumption by city 
central bodies or other representative 
organizations of power to assess the 
membership of the affiliated unions for 
any purpose is contrary to the prin- 
ciple upon which such bodies are 
founded, to- wit: Mutual advice, volun- 
tary co-operation and moral responsi- 
bility, and as such constitutes a danger 
both to the unions and to the bodies in 
which they are represented; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, that the power of as- 
sessment should be reserved exclusive- 
ly to the respective unions and the in- 
dividual members thereof, to be exer- 
cised in the manner provided by their 
own laws, local, national or inter- 
national: be it further 

RESOLVED, That city central bodies 
and State Federations are hereby ad- 
vised that all forms of assessment 
levied by them upon the unions affil- 
iated therewith are opposed to the 
principle and policy of the American 
Federation of Labor and will therefore 
not be sustained by the Federation. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

The committee finds that the subject 
matter of Resolutions Nos. 31 and 32 
are covered by Article XII, Section 2 
of the A. F. of L. Constitution, and 
that no further action is necessary. 
Article XII, Section 2 is as follows: 

It shall be the duty of all National 
and International Unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor to in- 
struct their local unions to join char- 
tered Central Labor bodies and State 
Federations in their vicinity where such 
exist. Similar instructions shall be given 
by the American Federation of Labor to 
all Trade and Federal Labor Unions un- 
der its Jurisdiction. 

Resolution No. 31.— By Delegate M. 
T. Hudson, of the Sacramento, Cal., 
Federated Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, The Local Union of 
Machinists of Sacramento, Cal., was 
affiliated with the Central Body of 
their district during the years 1893 and 
1894, withdrawing early in 1895; and 

WHEREAS, The said local was re- 
organized by Organizer R I. Wisler, of 
San Francisco, in 1901, and again affili- 
ated with the Central Body of its dis- 
trict; and 

WHEREAS, The said Local did again 
withdraw its delegates in 1901 and being 
at the present time unaffiliated with said 
councils;; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it Is the sense of 
this Convention that the International 
Machinists' Union be Instructed to have 
afore-mentioned Local affiliate with 
the Central Body of its district. 

Resolution No. 32.— By Delegate M. 
T. Hudson, of the Sacramento, Cal., 
Federated Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, Local Union No. 67, Boil- 
er Makers and Iron Ship Builders, was 
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affiliated with the Central Body in 
Its district In 1893 and 1894, withdraw- 
ing: at the close of 1894. and again affili- 
ating- In 1901 and withdrawing the same 
year, and not having since sent represen- 
tatives to the Cetral Body of its district; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that the International 
Union of Boiler Makers and Iron Ship 
Builders be instructed to notify Local 
No. 67 to affiliate with the Central Body 
of their district. 

Vice-President O'Connell — I have 
every reason to believe that before we 
leave the Coast our local union there 
will be affiliated with the Central 
Body. 

Secretary Morrison — In my cor- 
respondence with International offi- 
cers they have always given full sup- 
port, with a few exceptions, to have 
their local unions seated in Central 



Bodies. The International officers are 
alive to the necessity of having- their 
local unions represented in Central 
Bodies. 

Delegate Driscoll — I move that the 
resolutions be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council, tog-ether with the com- 
mittee's report 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

Delegate Gilthorpe — There Is no 
such local union of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Ship Builders in Sacramento as 
the one named. 

Delegate Hudson said the wrong- 
number had been given through error, 
and that the correct number of the 
local was 94. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
to meet at 9 a, m„ November 18th. 
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FIFTH DAY— Morning Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M., Friday, November 18th, Treas- 
urer Lennon In the Chair. 

Absentees— Barry, Butterworth, Brady, 
Tracy, Devine, Nelson, Ketter, Mona- 
ghan, Rlckert, Farrell, Mahoney (T. J.), 
Lilien, Smith (J. W.), Warner, Pattison, 
Mason, Wilson (James), Dix, Dinan, 
Quick. Mahon, Furuseth, Maloney (P.), 
Powell, Morgan, Truplett, Madden, Good- 
win, Husted, Michel, Porter, Lock, Petry, 
Harris (R. F.), Ward, Walker, Dunn 
(J. P.), Payne, Moffltt (C. M.), OShea 
(Dennis), Murray, Coffey, Dunn (J. P.), 
Patterson, Dunn (M. T.), Edmonson, 
Catania, Pillsbury, Bell, Keefe (M. O.), 
Damozonio, Dale, Schilling, Hudson (M. 
T.), Morey, Dowd. 

Delegate Maloney— In view of the con- 
dition existing among the Textile Work- 
ers of Fall River, Mass., I move that 
Resolution No. 88, introduced by Delegate 
Qolden, be taken up for discussion at 
2:30 this afternoon. The resolution is now 
in the hands of the Committee on Organi- 
zation. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Grimes, for the Committee on 
Credentials, reported as follows: 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., Nov. 18, 1904. 
To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 
the A. F. of L.: 
Tour Committee on Credentials rec- 
ommend that the following representa- 
tives be seated in this Convention to 
represent their organizations: 

United Garment Workers of America 
Thomas A. kickert. 

Central Labor Union, New Orleans, 
La., James E. Porter, 1 vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN T. DEMPSET, 
GEO. MACKET, 
JAS. F. GRIMES. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Delegate Devine, for the Committee on 
Organization, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 13. — By Delegate 
Frank Bricker, of the Milkers' Protec- 
tive Union No. 8861, of San Francisco: 



WHEREAS, Milkers' Protective 
Union No. 8861, of San Francisco, has 
endeavored for some years past to 
thoroughly organize the dairies in that 
city and vicinity, but such work has 
been greatly impeded by reason of the 
fact that these dairies come into direct 
competition with the products of 
dairies in other localities, the employes 
of which are entirely unorganized; 
and 

WHEREAS, These latter employes 
refuse to recognize the Milkers r Pro- 
tective Union on the ground that the 
latter has no Jurisdiction outside the 
limits of San Francisco; therefore be 
it • 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in annual Convention 
assembled, that the Executive Council 
is hereby authorized and instructed to 
make such change in the geographical 
jurisdiction of Milkers' Protective 
Union No. 8861, of San Francisco, as 
shall enable that body to organize the 
milkers of the State of California under 
a single head. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

The committee recommends that Reso- 
lution No. 13 be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council. 

It was moved by Delegate Rentelman, 
and duly seconded, that the report of the 
committee be concurred in. 

Delegate Macarthur— I understand that 
a question similar to that contained in 
the resolution has been addressed to the 
Executive Council in the past. The judg- 
ment of the Executive Council up to the 
present has been that to grant a charter 
to the Milkers' Union covering the State 
of California would be something out of 
the regular order of procedure. Will the 
reference of this resolution to the Execu- 
tive Council mean that a charter will 
be issued or that they will re-affirm 
their former position. 

Treasurer Lennon— The Chair has no 
authority to make a statement for the 
Executive Council. I would say that the 
fundamental laws of trade unionism 
would certainly con*\ne their limits to 
a much less area than the whole State. 
Whether the Council would take that 
view if the matter should be directly 
presented, I cannot say. 

Delegate Rentelman — What is the in- 
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tention df the committee In referring this 
to the Executive Council? They do not 
seem to make any recommendation. 

Secretary Morrison— When the request 
was made by the Milkers' Union to ex- 
tend its jurisdiction to include the State 
of California the Executive Council de- 
cided, and so notified the union, that 
there was no reason why they should not 
take members into the organisation from 
any part of the State; but under the 
laws of the American Federation of Labor 
if the milkers of any other city, ten, fif- 
teen or thirty miles from San Francisco, 
desired to form a union they would re- 
ceive a charter. If there are a sufficient 
number of local unions of milkers to 
form an International Union the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor will issue a 
charter to such an organization. 

Delegate Rentelman — I would like to 
move as an amendment that the recom- 
mendation be referred to the Executive 
Council, with the request that they grant 
the demands of the Milkers' Union. 

Treasurer Lennon— The gentleman hav 
ing made the original motion, the con- 
sent of the Convention is necessary be- 
fore he can make the amendment 

Delegate Mitchell— When this matter 
was before the committee I had forgot- 
ten that it had been referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, or we would have made 
a different recommendation. 

Delegate Macarthur— I move as an 
amendment that this report be referred 
to the Executive Council with favorable 
recommendation from this Convention. 
(Seconded.) 

It was moved by Delegate W. D. Ryan 
that the amendment be laid upon the 
table. (Seconded.) 

Treasurer Lennon— That lays the whole 
matter on the table. 

The motion was voted on and lost. 

The resolution was further discussed 
by Delegates Macarthur, Westoby, Cana- 
van and Devlne. 

The amendment was then voted on and 
lost, the vote being 62 for the amend- 
ment and 80 against. 

The report of the committee was then 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 18. — By Delegates Lee 
M Hart and Patrick Maloney. of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes: 

WHEREAa The American Federa- 
tion of Labor Issued a general demand 
that all its affiliated National and In- 



ternational Unions should use its every 
energy to thoroughly unionise the 
city of Philadelphia; and 

WHEREAS, At the Twelfth Annual 
Convention of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
recently held in the City of Milwaukee, 
it was unanimously decided that we 
comply with the orders of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor by placing 
its full moral and financial support in 
the City of Philadelphia; and 

WHEREAS, The International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
has recently made a fu*i and thor- 
ough investigation of that craft in 
that city 'and found conditions in a 
demoralised state; and 

WHEREAS, It is the purpose of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes to have its Oeneral 
Executive Council to go to Philadel- 
phia, there to remain until they can 
secure the absolute recognition of their 
local union; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor indorse the atti- 
tude assumed by the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes, 
and further instruct its Organisers 
and members in the City of Philadel- 
phia and vicinity to give their full 
moral support to thoroughly unionise 
the theaters and amusement places of 
Philadelphia and vicinity. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Resolution No. 19. — By Delegate 
George Bechtold, of the International 
Brotherhood of Foundry Employes: 

WHEREAS, The International Bro- 
therhood of Foundry Employes has 
been organised for the protection of 
the men employed in the iron and 
steel industry; and 

WHEREAS, There are yet many 
large cities and sections of this great 
continent where the Foundry Em- 
ployes are in a deplorable state, owing 
to its unorganized conditions; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
and is hereby empowered and directed 
to appoint a special organizer, whose 
duty it shall be to devote its entire time 
for six months for the purpose of effec- 
tively organizing the thousands of labor- 
ers employed in the iron and steel indus- 
try; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That said organizer be 
a practical foundry worker. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Resolution No. 24.— By Delegates C. E. 
Schmidt and Herman May of the Amal- 
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gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen Union: 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Meat 
Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America have Just passed 
a severe struggle which has depleted 
their treasury and reduced their mem- 
bership; and 

WHEREAS, The combined efforts of 
organized capital Is now using every 
means in thefr power to prevent the A. 
M. C. and B. W. of N. A. from rebuild- 
ing their organization; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. do 
place an organizer In the field to de- 
vote his entire time to the organizing 
of the A. M. C. and B. W. of N. A., and 
that the International Executive Board 
of the A. M C. and B. W. of N. A. shall 
appoint such organiser at the expense 
of the A. F. of L. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council: 

Delegate Schmidt— We have sufficient 
confidence in the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor to know 
they will do the right and Just thing in 
this matter. I therefore move that the 
recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The motion was seconded and carried 

Resolution No. 84.— By Delegate C. W. 
Woodman of the Texas State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, There are some 80,000 
wage-earners in the lumber regions of 
Texas who can be organized; and 

WHEREAS, The compulsory com- 
missary insurance and check system 
exists with no regular pay day, in 
some camps there being years between 
pay days; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board 
be instructed to send a man into that 
region to make a careful Investigation 
with a view to devising a plan by which 
these wage earners may be given relief 
and enrolled under the banner of the 
Amerlcaa Federation of Labor. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

President Oompers In the chair. 

Resolution No. 45.— By William S. 
Smith, Central Labor Council, Los An- 
geles, Cal.: 

WHEREAS. A concerted effort is be- 
ing made throughout the State of Cali- 
fornia to disrupt organized labor, in 
order that low wages and long hours 
again may prevail; thererore De it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, In Twenty-fourth 



Annual Convention assembled, that the 
President of the Federation be and Is 
hereby requested to appoint an organ- 
izer to work within the State of Cali- 
fornia for a period of one year, be- 
ginning January 1, 1906. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion 'the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 60.— By Delegate John 
Ryan of the Cemetery Employees' Union, 
No. 10634: 

WHEREAS, C. E. U. 10,684 respect- 
fully petitions this Convention to as- 
sist In the organization of the men 
engaged In their craft throughout the 
country; they have In their organiza- 
tion in San Francisco and vicinity 125 
members in good standing; they have 
been able through that organization 
to better their conditions In every res- 
pect, but it is absolutely necessary 
that they have assistance from this 
body in the way of organizing men of 
other cities if their wages are to be 
maintained or further advanced, and 
their organization kept Intact; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L. 
that the incoming Executive Board be 
and is hereby instructed to appoint an 
organizer whose duty it shall be to or- 
ganize the men engaged in cemeteries 
throughout the country, and the ex- 
pense of such work to be borne by the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Committee recommends that the reso- 
lution be referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 61.— By Delegate Frank 
O. Jones of the City Firemen's Union, 
No. 11431: 

WHEREAS, The City Fire Depart- 
ment of Pittsburgh, Pa., is organized 
to protect and advance the condition 
of its members; 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L.. 
through Its organizers, make an effort 
to organize the Fire Departments 
throughout the country, believing that 
by being organized it will be the 
means of getting shorter hours, as the 
fireman works twenty-four for a day. 

Committee recommends that the reso- 
lution be referred to Executive Council. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 64.— By Delegate 
Thomas J. Moloney of the Glove 
Makers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The existence of the 
International Glove Workers' Union of 
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American is threatened by reasons of 
the continual attacks made by the 
'•Manufacturers' Association" during 
the two years of our existence; and 

WHEREAS, The last lockout of the 
Glove Workers of Fulton County, New 
York, which lasted for more than six 
months, in which we were unsuccess- 
ful, has discouraged our members and 
left us heavily in debt, thereby being 
without the necessary funds to organ- 
ize our craft or to advertise our label; 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, especially instruct 
all of its organizers to aid in organ- 
izing Qlove Workers wherever they 
may come in contact with them; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor appropriate a sum of 
money and loan or donate same to the 
International Glove Workers' Union of 
America to enable the said organiza- 
tion to continue its existence. 

The committee recommends the adop- 
tion of the resolution, with the exception 
of the last paragraph, which they refer 
to the Executive Council. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 71.— By Delegate Rob- 
ert S. Maloney of the Lawrence (Mass.) 
Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, In the City of Lawrence, 
Mass., the workers in the textile indus- 
tries number more than 35,000; and 

WHEREAS, Of this number but a 
small part are included in the ranks of 
organized labor, and the conditions of 
the workers require all the help organ- 
ized labor can possibly extend to them; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be and are hereby in- 
structed to place in Lawrence, at the 
earliest possible time, a special organ- 
izer for the purpose of bringing into 
the ranks of organised labor a body 
of people who need all the help we 
can give them. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to Executive Coun- 
cil. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Vice-President Mitchell— Resolution No. 
23 was referred to the Committee on 
Organization. This belongs to the Com- 
mittee on President's Report. I move 
that it be referred to that committee. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate O'Brien, for the Committee on 
Labels, reported as follows: 

The following paragraph from the re- 
port of the Executive Council was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Labels: 
UNION LABELS. 

During the year we have endorsed the 



union labels of the following organisa- 
tions: 

International Brotherhood of Tip 
Printers, by E. C, July, 1904. 

Brush Makers' International Union, by 
E. C, June, 1904. 

International Glove Workers, Decem- 
ber, 1903. 

Amalgamated Leather Workers of 
America, December, 1903. 

The committee concurs in the action 
of the Executive Council in the en- 
dorsement of the labels. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 6.— By Delegates Fischer 
and McAndrews of the Tobacco Work- 
ers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The blue label of the 
Tobacco Workers' International Union 
represents tobacco made under fair 
union conditions, by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers' 
label is the only proof of the same, as 
it distinguishes union from non-union 
and trust-made tobacco; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled in San Francisco, Cal., re-endorse 
the blue label of the Tobacco Workers' 
International Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be, and is hereby 
requested to demand the blue label 
upon all tobacco and cigarettes he may 

f»ur chase, thereby showing his loyalty 
o the cause of unionism in a substan- 
tial manner. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 20.— By Delegate 
Louis J. Gordon of U* United Cloth Hat 
and Cap Makers: 

WHEREAS, The label of the above 
organization has been officially en- 
dorsed by the American Federation of 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Such endorsement ma- 
terially aided the Cloth Hat and Cap 
Makers of N. A; and 

WHEREAS. The calling for the 
union label by trade unionists mater- 
ially assists all unions; therefore be It 

RESOLVED. That the A. F. of L.. in 
Convention assembled, again endorses 
the label of the C. H. and C. M. of N. 
A., and urges all affiliated unions and 
all unaffiliated ones to insist upon the 
label being on all cloth hats and cnps 
and especially upon uniform cnps, that 
they may have occasion to use. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 56.*- By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, Past experience has 
demonstrated the splendid agitation 
work accomplished by the Label 
Leagues which have been organized in 
some parts of the country; and 

WHEREAS, The trades union move- 
ment can best be furthered and its 
power centralized by creating a de- 
mand for union label production; be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor instruct 
all affiliated unions, and especially all 
central bodies, to agitate for and or- 
ganize Label Leagues in all parts of 
the country, and urge all local unions 
who have a trade label and all others 
to join such Label League. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 63.— By Delegate Thos. 
J. Mahoney of the Glove Workers' Inter- 
national Union: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
do hereby endorse the label of the 
International Glove Workers' Union of 
America, placed on all gloves and mit- 
tens, men s working gloves and mit- 
tens, ladies' and gents' fine dress 
frloves, and children's gloves and mit- 
ens. And be it further 

RESOLVED, That the members of 
the A. F. of L. are to instruct and urge 
their mothers, wives and daughters to 
demand and wear none but union made 
gloves and mittens. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 67.— By Delegate Frank 
Sweeney of the International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, The International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods in Convention assembled 
at St. Louis, Mo., June 10-18, 1904, 
adopted the steel stamp to replace the 
old blue paper label; and 

WHEREAS, The old blue paper label 
was insufficient In its methods of dura- 
bility to bring about desired results; 
and 

WHEREAS, The steel stamp is the 
recognized official label of the Inter- 
national United Brotherhood of Leath- 
er Workers on Horse Goods; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor endorse the label of the 
International United Brotherhood of 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods, and 
request all unionists, especially the 
different Teamsters' locals affiliated, to 



demand said label when purchasing or 
using horse goods; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor 
notify all affiliated Teamsters' locals of 
this resolution. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
- committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 68.— By Delegate David 
Kreyling of the St Louis (Mo.) Central 
Trades and Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The Red and White 
Label and the Stamp Label of the 
Travelers' Goods and Leather Novelty 
Workers International Union of Amer- 
ica represents goods made by union 
labor under fair conditions; and 

WHEREAS, Our label is the only 
proof of the same; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled, endorse the Red and White 
(paper) label and the Stamp of the 
Travelers' Goods and Leather Novelty 
Workers' International Union; and be 
It further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be hereby re- 
quested to demand our paper label 
upon all trunks and our stamp label 
upon all travelers goods and leather 
novelties that he or she may pur- 
chase. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

Delegate Foster— Resolution No. 88, In 
regard to the textile workers of Fall 
River, Mass., who are on strike, was 
made a special order of business for 2:30 
this afternoon. I move that the action by 
which It was referred to that time be 
reconsidered. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Vice-President Duncan moved that when 

the Convention adjourned the rules be 

suspended and an adjournment taken to 

9 o'clock Saturday morning, to allow 

< the committees time to work. 

The motion was discussed by Delegates 
O'Brien, Sullivan and Tanquary. 

The motion was then voted on and 
carried. 

Delegate Guerin moved that Resolution 
No. 88 be taken from the hands of the 
Committee on Organization, to which it 
had been referred, and taken up at 
once. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Fltzsimmons moved that the 
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resolution be adopted and an assessment 
of one cent per week per member be lev- 
led on the members of all affiliated or- 
ganizations for a period of ten weeks. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate D. D. Driscoll moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: That members of the 
organizations affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation be each assessed one cent 
a week for three weeks, and that the 
matter be then referred to the Executive 
Council, with power to make further 
assessment if required. (Seconded.) 

Delegate O'Sullivan moved as an 
amendment to the amendment that 
members of affilated organizations be 
assessed one cent a day until the strike 
was won. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Golden, Driscoll, O'Sullivan, Foster, 
Sullivan, Maloney, Gllthorpe and Brown. 

Delegate Brown moved that the Con- 
vention appropriate, the sum of five 
thousand dollars for the benefit of the 
textile workers for immediate use. 

The motion was declared out of order. 

On motion debate was closed. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Driscoll was read. 

President Gompers— The amendment is 
net quite intelligible. 

With the consent of the mover of the 
amendment it was corrected to read: 
That the subject matter of the resolution 
be referred to the Executive Council, 
with power to make an additional as- 
sessment, if, in their judgment, it is nec- 
essary to do so. 

Delegate Golden withdrew the resolution 
and accepted the amendment offered by 
Delegate Driscoll. 

The amendment was then voted on and 
carried. 

Officers of the following international 
organizations announced that their as- 
sessments would be paid at once, or as 
soon as their headquarters could be com- 
municated with: 

Delegate Keefe, of the International 
Longshoremens' Assn; J. B. Lennon, 
International Journeymen Tailor's Union; 
Lee M. Hart, of the Theatrical Stage 
Employes; C. P. Shea, of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters; James 
O'Connell, International Association of 
Machinists; Louis Kemper, of the Brew- 
ery Workmen; D. A. Hayes, of the Glass 
Bottle Blowers; John Fltzpatrick, of the 
Journeymen Horseshoers; John Brady, 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers; 
James Duncan, of the Granite Cutters; 



J. F. Hammil, Steam Engineers; L. A. 
Tanquary, of the Railroad Telegraphers; 
John Mitchell, % of the United Mine Work- 
ers of America; J. P. Murphy, of the 
Plate Printers' Union: Thos. Westoby, of 
the Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers;; 
J. R O'Brien, of the Retail Clerks; W. 
J. Spencer, Plumbers, Gas Fitters and 
Steam Fitters; William Penje, of the 
Seamen's International Union; Delegate 
O'Leary, Laborers' "Protective Union; J. 
L. Hutchison, Laundry Workers; J. E. 
Tobin, Boot and Shoe Makers; C. L. 
Shampt Stationary Firemen; J. J. Morris, 
Glass Workers' International Association; 
Bert Beadle, Watch Case Engravers; 
Frank Duffy, of the Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners and Frank Feeney, 
of the Elevator Constructors. 

Delegate C. P. Shea, of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, asked 
permission to introduce a resolution on 
which the teamsters' delegates wish im- 
mediate action. 

The request of Delegate Shea was 
granted, and the Teamsters' delegates 
introduced the following resolution, No. 
160: 

WHEREAS, The Furniture Manu- 
facturers' Association of the City of 
Chicago has refused to sign a wage 
scale with the Furniture Drivers' Local 
Union No. 722, of that city; and 

WHEREAS. In consequence of such 
refusal a strike has been declared by 
the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters to resist the efforts of the 
furniture employers to impose open 
shop conditions upon the teamsters' or- 
ganization; and 

WHEREAS, The Chicago Employers* 
Association has declared that a gen- 
eral lockout of the teamsters in Chi- 
cago will take place; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates to 
the Twenty-fourth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor endorse the position taken by 
the ' International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, and pledge the moral sup- 
port of the A. F. of L. to the team- 
sters' organizations in its efforts to 
maintain union shop principles in that 
industry. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
resolution be adopteA The motion was 
carried by the unanimous vote of the 
Convention. 

The chairman of the Committee on 
Grievances asked that Resolution No. 10, 
which had been referred to that com- 
mittee, be referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions. The request was granted, 
and the resolution so referred. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
until 9AM., November 19th. 
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SIXTH DAY— Morning Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M., Saturday, November 19 th, 
President Gompers in the Chair. 

Absentees.— McDade. Butterworth, Hor- 
neck, Tveitmoe, Burns (Geo.), Rlckert, 
Farrell, Lilien, Smith (J. W.), Wharton, 
McSorley, Warner, Pattison, O'Neil (J. 
H.), Mason, Wilson (Jas.), Cain, Dinan, 
Quick, Orr, Maloney (Patrick), Morgan, 
Trlplett, Madden, Iglesias, Woodman, 
Husted, Michel, Harris, Ward, Dunn (J. 
P.), Payne, O'Shea (Dennis), Coffey, Pat- 
terson, Dunn (M. T.), Edmondson, Bell, 
Catania, Bailey, Pillsbury, Schrader, 
Schilling, Hudson (M. T.), Morey, Padilla. 

Delegate J. G. Brown, of the Shingle 
Weavers' International Union, asked the 
consent of the Convention to the intro- 
duction of a resolution. 

Permission was granted. Delegate 
Brown introduced the following: 

Resolution No. 151. — By Delegate J. 
G. Brown, of the Shingle Weavers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, The repeated efforts 'of 
the International Shingle Weavers' 
Union to establish union conditions in 
the mills of the St. Paul and Tacoma 
Lumber Company, the Par West Lum- 
ber Company of Tacoma, Wash., and 
the Grays Harbor Commercial Company 
of Cosmopolis Wash., have in each in- 
stance failed because of the undis- 
guised hostility to unionism manifested 
y the above firms; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor shall place the 
above firms upon the "We Don't Pat- 
ronize List" of the American Federa- 
tionist. 

The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Boycotts. 

Delegate Fischer, of the Tobacco Work- 
ers' International Union, asked permis- 
sion to make a statement. Permission 
was granted, and Delegate Fischer said: 
Representatives of a tobacco company 
are visiting ev ry dealer in tobacco and 
cigars and trying to drive out union 
goods. They are advertising the Union 
LeadeY as union-made, and are using a 
label similar to the label of the Tobacco 
Workers' label. I ask the delegates to 
not be mislead by this label. 

President Gompers — The delegates 
will govern themselves accordingly. 

Delegate O'Brien, for the Committee on 
Labels, reported as follows: 



Resolution No. 91.— By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, of the International 
Typographical union: 

WHEREAS, The multiplicity of la- 
bels used on union goods leads to con- 
fusion and often even to antagonism 
among organized workers, where the 
label should be a means of strength 
a d harmony; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge all unions 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor to co-operate for the adoption 
of a universal union label to be used 
on all products of union labor. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred In. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 127. — By Delegate I 
Jacoby of the International Ladles' 
Garment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, At the last Convention of 
the International Ladies' Garment 
Workers' Union, held in Boston, Mass 
on June 6, 1904, the General President 
of the I. L. G. W. U. reported that the 
best interest of the International La- 
dies' Garment Workers' Union are be- 
ing injured by the National Consumers' 
League, the latter organization placing 
its label on products Jurisdiction over 
which has been granted to the I. L. G. 
W. U. by the A. P. of L; and 

WHEREAS, The I. L. G. W. U. Con- 
vention decided to refer this grievance 
against the National Consumers' 
League to the American Federation of 
Labor for adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, It is the duty of the A. F. 
of L to protect the interests of its af- 
filiated unions to the fullest extent 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED. By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor assembled in Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention in San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., that the Incoming Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to investi- 
gate this matter thoroughly and take 
all necessary steps to preserve the in- 
terests of the International Ladies' 
Garment Workers' Union. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 126.— By Delegate I. 
Jacoby of the International Ladles' 
Garment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, A large number of local 
unions affiliated with the International 
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Ladles' Garment Workers' Union have 
been attacked by organized employers' 
associations during: the past year; and 

WHEREAS, In consequence of lack of 
demand for the union label on ladies' 
\ ar several locals of the I. L. G. W. U. 
have been unsuccessful in bettering: 
the conditions of their members or in 
resisting: attacks of organised employ- 
ers; and 

WHEREAS, The LLO.W. U. is af- 
filiated with the A. F. of L. and there- 
by entitled to the full support of or- 
ganized labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor assembled in Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention at San Fran- 
cteco, CaL. that all resolutions of en- 
dorsement and in support of the Union 
label of the International Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union adopted by pre- 
vious Conventions of the A. F. of Ii be 
reaffirmed; and further 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all 
wage-workers the necessity of demand- 
ing the Union Label of the Internation- 
al Ladies' Garment Workers' Union on 
ladies' cloaks, suits, skirts, capes, 
waists and underwear whenever pur- 
chasing the same. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 133. — By Delegate C. 
W. Woodman of the Texas State Feder- 
ation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, In Texas we have an or- 

Sanization known as the Farmers' 
nlon. with a membership of more 
than 100,000, the Constitution of which 
pledges its members to oppose trusts 
and trust-made goods; and 

WHEREAS During the past year its 
members have prosecuted the Trade 
Union boycotts, suffered for us the in- 
conveniences of injunctions and con- 
tributed financially to Trade Unions 
during strikes; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of the lack of 
opportunity to study our methods for 
distinguishing union from non-union 
or trust made goods, and because in 
their local, county and State meetings 
they have expressed a desire to learn 
of our labels and methods; be it 

RESOLVED, That all organizations 
affiliated with the A. F. of L. that use 
the union labels be requested to fur- 
nish each labor paper in Texas with 
such advertising matter, literature or 
otherwise, as may be used and to fur- 
nish such postage to said labor papers 
as may be needed in distribution of 
same; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That in recognition of 
the great assistance the Farmers' 
Unions have rendered trade unions in 
Texas, all A. P. of L organizers and 
trades unions be requested to render 
such assistance, when opportunities are 

S resented, as may be helpful to Its up- 
uildlng. 



The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred In. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution N. 136 — By the Delegates 
of the Cigar Makers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, That in many instances 
the sale of union-made products have 
been retarded by those who handle 
them, by not giving preference to 
union-made goods; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That all union men be 
requested to, whenever possible, give 
their aid In the selling of products 
which bears the union label. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 109.— By Delegates of 
the Cigar Makers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Cigar Makers' In- 
ternational Union of America places 
upon the product of the labor of Its 
members a Blue Label to designate 
such labor from the products of child, 
prison, tenement house and Chinese 
labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates to 
the Twenty-fourth Annual Convention 
of the A. F. of L. assembled, condemn 
the practices by the trust and other 
non-union cigar manufacturers of the 
United States and Canada, who by the 
employment of young and Innocent 
children crush hope out of their lives, 
dwarf them physically, mentally and 
morally; be it 

RESOLVED, That a general demand 
be made by the members of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for the union 
Blue Label of the Cigar Makers' Union 
of America. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be endorsed. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

/ Delegate Foster, for the Committee on 
/Resolutions, reported as follows: 

i /Resolution No. 142. — By Delegate E. 
/J. Lynch, of the Metal Polishers', Buf- 
fers', Platers', Brass Molders', Brass 
and Sliver Workers' International 
Union of N. A.: 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor, with its 121 National 
and International Unions, 38 State 
Branches, 621 Central Bodies and 1,725 ' 
Trade and Federal Unions, as well as 
over 60.000 local unions affiliated with 
the respective National Unions; and 

WHEREAS, Each and every one of 
those unions, both International and 
local, deposit their money in Savings 
Banks and National Banks; and 

WHEREAS, For $10,000 deposit, a 
Charter for a National Bank can be 
procured; and 

WHEREAS, The amount of money 
to-day owned by National and Inter- 
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national Unions, local and Federal 
Unions, could start from five to twenty 
National Banks or Savings Banks in 
different parts of the United States; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor go on record in 
favor of establishing' workmen's 
banks in different parts of the United 
States and that the incoming Execu- 
tive Board of the American Federation 
of Labor be empowered to select the 
cities where said workingmen's banks 
should be established and that each 
National and International Union, 
State Branch, Central Labor Union, 
Federal Union and local union affil- 
iated with International Unions de- 
posit their money in said banks and 
thus conduct an annex to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor banking de- 
positories for the money of their re- 
spective organizations. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 
| The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 10.— By W. Macarthur, 
International Seamen's Union of Amer- 
ica: 

WHEREAS, The recurrence of Juris- 
diction disputes ,in the Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor oc- 
cupies much time and effort which 
could be better devoted to devising and 
perfecting measures of common defense 
against the common opposition to or- 
ganized labor ^therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the following rec- 
ommendations are hereby submitted to 
the affiliated organizations, as a basis 
of temporary adjustment and final set- 
tlement, to-wit: 

1. Except in the case of those dis- 
putes satisfactorily adjusted by this or 
any preceding Convention, by mutual 
agreement or by other means, organ- 
izations now in disagreement, or which 
may hereafter disagree upon questions 
of jurisdiction, shall permit the dis- 
puted points to rest in abeyance for 
the period of one year from this date. 

2. During this period each organiza- 
tion in question shall be permitted to 
retain and exercise jurisdiction so far 
as the same is actually established at 
the time of disagreement, certificates of 
membership to T>e accepted as prima 
facie evidence of jurisdiction. 

3. During this period men and wo- 
men holding certificates of membership 
in two or more organizations Involved 
in a dispute as to jurisdiction shall, 
should the question of jurisdiction over 
such men and woman be raised by eith- 
er or any organization, be required and 
permitted to individually choose the 
organization to which they prefer to 
acknowledge allegiance. Having so 
chosen, such men and women shall be 
conceded to the jurisdiction of the or- 
ganizations to which they have respect- 
fully tendered their allegiance. 

4. During this period the respective 
organizations shall continue the work 
of organization among non-unionists, 
and shall have and exercise jurisdiction 
over those thus organized, with the as- 



sistance and support of the American 
Federation of Labor, and without let of 
hindrance from any other source. 

The committee* recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 14. — By delegates 
representing the Boot and Shoe Work- 
e *s' Union: 

WHEREAS, There must and will be an 
organization of labor while the rights 
and liberties of free-born citizens are in- 
dustrially and politically dissociated 
from the workers, and 

WHEREAS, By birth, heritage, tradi- 
tion and relationship organized labor is 
the custodian and conservator of the and 
liberties of labor, and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor is the 
parent philosophically, economically and 
industrially, of the cause of justice to 
labor, and its progress has been blazed 
with its struggles to possess labor with 
the exercise of those rights and liberties 
which are the natural companions of 
the spark of life in the breast of man; 
its work will never ceace until each indi- 
vidual is placed in full possession and 
enjoys free exercise of those rights and 
liberties now restricted: there are and 
can be no free workers denied their right- 
ful economic state; and the working peo- 
ple will not enjoy those rights, liberties 
and opportunities which are the heritage 
of man until the labor of each is re- 
quitted on the basis of economic justice; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED and proclaimed by this 
Twenty-fourth Convention of the A. 
F. of L., that organized labor is not a 
separate institution striving for its 
own. immediate selfish ends, but is an 
organization of, by and for the work- 
ing people, struggling to reclaim to all 
labor the moral and material value of 
those rights, liberties and freedom of 
opportunities now enjoyed only in the 
abstract; 

That from out the economic neces- 
sity of labor grew organized labor and 
with its birth went the commission to 
secure economic justice for all labor 
both organized and unorganized, which 
from its inception it has ever been 
loyal to and has never surrendered, to 
organized labor unorganized labor 
looks for the consumation of that com- 
mission; 

That this work is not a self-imposed 
philanthropic duty but is the breath, 
nutrition and life of the labor move- 
ment, and organized labor has never 
consigned to any other force, or in- 
stitution, Industrial, political or philan- 
thropic, the conservation of the cause 
of labor, and the elevation of labor to 
its rightful economic place and unor- 
ganized labor has never resigned its 
claim upon organized labor as the 
natural, logical and rightful protector 
of the rights, liberties, opportunities 
and interests of all labor; 

That organized labor is Inward as 
outward, and Inspired by no ulterior 
motives, seeks no ulterior ends behind 
expletive and cloaking professions, its 
professions like its inspirations and 
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object being indubitably substantiated 
by that everv day unceasing: effort in 
the cause of all labor which has been 
inseparable from it since its birth; 

Tnat the history of the progress of 
organized labor is the history of the 
progress of unorganized labor: 

That organized labor initiated, 
fathered and secured every improve- 
ment in their work-day conditions now 
enjoyed by the working people and 
there have been no Improvements 
gained by organized labor the universal 
enjoyment of which has ever been de- 
nied to the unorganized by organized 
labor, such denials having been by an- 
tagonistic forces and interests and in 
spite of organised labor; and there has 
never been a time that the pulse of 
organized labor did not beat in rhythm 
with the needs of all labor and the 
hoDes of non-union labor; and 

That the ultimate object is the at- 
tainment of economic Justice for union 
and non-union labor and that organized 
labor was primarily, is now and will 
be in futurity, the first and foremost 
advocate, friend, protector and pro- 
motor of the rights, liberties, oppor- 
tunities and interests of organized or 
unorganized, union or non-union labor. 
The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred In. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be con- 
curred In. 

Delegate Tobln— The resolution was in- 
troduced for the reason that the Parry 
organization and the various Citizens' 
Alliances have been contending that they 
are the natural protectors of unorganized 
labor. They undertake to speak for un- 
organized labor, and to claim the right 
of unorganized labor to sell Its work 
when and where it will. We are of the 
opinion that a declaration of the kind 
contained in the resolution, or a decla- 
ration of a similar character, should be 
made for the purpose of letting the world 
know that the American Federation of 
Labor is the natural, logical and rightful 
protector of unorganized labor. 

Delegate McSherry moved that the res- 
olution be referred again to the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions, with the request that 
they present a resolution expressing the 
sentiments contained in Mr. Tobln's re- 
marks. (Seconded.) 

Delegate W. D. Ryan— As one member 
of the Committee on Resolutions I object 
to having this resolution again referred to 
us. If it is to be again referred it 
should be to the persons presenting It 

Vice-President Duncan— The Committee 
on Resolutions has considered the matter 
thoroughly, and the opinion of the com- 
mittee Is expressed In Its recommenda- 
tion. If the Convention desires to refer 



the resolution, it should be referred to 
the delegates presenting it, or to a com- 
mittee selected for that purpose. 

Delegate McSherry— I think the Reso- 
lution Committee, which is composed of 
delegates representing a number of or- 
ganizations, could better prepare this 
resolution than the delegates represent- 
ing one organization. 

Delegate Sullivan— I move as a sub- 
stitute that the resolution be re-com- 
mitted to the introducers, they to recast 
it if they so desire. 

Vice-President Kidd in the Chair. 

The Chairman declared the substitute 
out of order, because the motion of Dele- 
gate McSherry was virtually a substitute 
for the motion before the house. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates D. A. Hayes, Leavitt and Mc- 
Sherry. 

The motion of Delegate McSherry was 
voted on and lost. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHAR- 
ITIES AND CORRECTIONS. 

It was suggested to us in a letter 
from Secretary Fox, of the Portland 
(Maine) Central Labor Union, that the 
Maine State Federation had been repre- 
sented in the State conferences of the 
Board of Charities and Corrections, and 
that the American Federation of Labor 
should be represented by a delegate to 
attend the National Conference of Char- 
ities and Corrections. Dr. S. J. Smith, 
President of the National Conference, 
was also of that opinion, inasmuch as 
many matters affecting labor performed 
in these various institutions would have 
an important bearing upon the interests 
of labor. We recommend that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be authorized to ap- 
point such a representative to attend 
the conference to be held In June, id 05. 

The committee recommends that this 
portion of the report of the Executive 
Council be concurred In. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 51.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union of 
New York City: 

WHEREAS, The ravages of tubercu- 
losis has made frightful progress In 
this country, and especially among the 
working class; be it 
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RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor that the neces- 
sary ways, means and steps be at once 
instituted to check tuberculosis, and, if 
possible, entirely eradicate the same. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the commltte 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 124.— By Delegate Geo. 
C. Campbell, of the Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators: 

WHEREAS, A great crime is being 
committed in the employment of nearly 
two million children of tender years in 
the various industries of this country, 
the cause being the greed of employers 
and the poverty of parents; and 

WHEREAS, Many States have no 
laws against child labor, and in those 
that have laws they are not enforced as 
they should be, from lack of proper 
co-operation by the general public; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, that we most earnestly call the 
attention of the public press, ministers, 
teachers and all reform bodies to take 
up the cause of the child and demand 
in no uncertain tones the passage of 
such laws, and the proper enforcement 
of the same, that child labor shall be 
forever abolished, and the child placed 
in school, where it properly belongs. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the commltte 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 76.— By Delegate 
Thos. Westoby, of the International 
Union of Shipwrights, Joiners and 
Caulkers: 

WHEREAS, Prolonged strikes and 
lockouts entail great hardships upon 
employer and employe, and believing 
that if an arbitration board had been 
In existence that many a long struggle 
would have been ended satisfactorily 
to both parties; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Law 
and Legislative Committee confer with 
the Secretary of Commerce and Labor 
with a view to having such laws 
passed as they can suggest so as to 
bring about conditions that will settle 
such strike or lockout. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
In. 

Delegate Westoby spoke in favor of the 
resolution. 

Vice-President Kidd— The reason the 
committee made an unfavorable report 
on the resolution is that it virtually asks 
that a compulsory arbitration law be 
enacted. 



The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 81.— By Delegates of the 
Seamen's International Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, There Is now pending in 
Congress a bill (H. R. 13771) "to amend 
the laws relative to American seamen, 
and to prevent the undermanning of 
American vessels and to encourage the 
training of boys in the merchant 
marine;" and 

WHEREAS, The enactment of the 
aforesaid provisions would prove not 
only beneficial to the seafaring workers 
and to the naval defenses of the coun- 
try, but would also greatly Increase 
the safety of life and property afloat; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, In Convention assem- 
bled, hereby endorses said bill (H. R. 
13771). and Instructs its Executive 
Council to use every possible effort to 
secure its passage by Congress. 

The committee concurred in the resolu- 
tion and recommends its adoption. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 90.— By Delegate Frank 
Sweeney, of the International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, There has been and Is 
being brought in through the port of 
New York, under the tariff law provid- 
ing for a low tariff on unfinished 
goods; and 

WHEREAS, The First Vice-Presi- 
dent of the I. U. B. of L. on H. G. has 
discovered that this is a much abused 
pretext; and 

WHEREAS, A very large part of a 
number of shipments of harness and 
saddles have come through the port of 
New York, N. Y., not unfinished, but 
finished and ready for consumption; 
and 

WHEREAS, The International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods have through a great deal 
of expense, through time donated by 
First Vice-President E. J. Baker, lo- 
cated in New York, N. Y., to stop the 
practice of a very much abused law; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty- fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor recommend that 
the Executive Council of the A. F. of L. 
g-ive all assistance possible to the 
First Vice-President, E. J. Baker, of 
the International United Brotherhood 
of Leather Workers on Horse Goods 
to stop this practice. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 
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resolution No. 136.— By Delegates C. 
JtS ^ 3chmidt and Herman May, of the 

I algamated Meat Cutters and But- 

' • Workmen: 

'HEREAS, The National Women's 
le Union League of America is or- 
zed to affiliate all women wage 
kers with Trade Unions of their 
ective crafts, and to promote a 
.er conception of the needs of 
king women in the public con- 
nee; and 

TIEREAS, The officers and mem- 

s of the National Women's Trade 

on League have rendered: the Labor 

/ement a great service in assisting 

women involved in the recent 

% of Butcher Workmen and the 

.g strike of the Textile Workers; 

.ore be It 

iSOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 

ention of the American Federa- 

of Labor, that the National Wo- 

's Trade Union League be and is 

^^^ -by extended an invitation to be 

^presented in the Annual Conventions 

of the American Federation of Labor 

by one Fraternal Delegate with one 

vote. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be not concurred In. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

Delegate O' Sullivan moved as an 
amendment that the resolution be 
adopted, with the exception of that part 
which granted a vote to such fraternal 
delegates, and that the resolution also 
include the Woman's Label League and 
all other leagues working in co-operation 
with trade unions. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Foster, of the Committee, 
said in part: I yield to no one In my 
appreciation of the work done by the 
various auxiliary organizations; but it 
seems to me the inviting of fraternal 
delegates of any kind to a voice and a 
vote in the Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor should be a matter, 
not of compulsion, but of courtesy. The 
Constitution says this Convention shall 
be made up of delegates from bona fide 
trade unions. I believe we should have 
the co-operation of every organization 
whose sympathies are in accord with 
the trade union movement, but their fra- 
ternal delegates should be here by the 
choice of the Convention, not by a man- 
datory resolution forcing them upon us 
whether we wish them or not. 

Delegate O'Brien said the motion asked 
for a privilege that had always been en- 
joyed by such delegates. 

Delegate W. D. Ryan, of the commit- 
tee, opposed the resolution, and said in 



part: I am opposed to the adoption of 
this resolution. If the organization men- 
tioned has a delegate seated in this Con- 
vention with a voice and a vote, there is 
no reason why a number of men can- 
not get together who have never belonged 
to a labor union, do not now belong and 
never intend to belong to one, organize 
a similar league and secure a seat and 
a vote in this Convention. The commit- 
tee is opposed to any person, man or 
woman, who is not a member of a bona 
fide labor union having a voice and a vote 
In this Convention. 

The amendment was voted on but not 
carried. The motion to adopt the report 
of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 107.— By Delegates 
James Duncan, T. J. Lyons and W. J. 
O Brlen, of Granite Cutters' National 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The laborers and me- 
chanics employed on government works 
since 1869 have since 1872 been actively 
engaged in an effort to secure pay for 
overtime made by them in the belief 
that these claims are perfectly just and 
well founded; it is therefore 

RESOLVED, That Section two of the 
denniency appropriation act, approved 
May 18, 1872 (Seventeenth Statutes at 
Large, page 134), is hereby revived and 
continued in force and made applica- 
ble to all labor performed in excess of 
eight hours per day by all laborers, 
workmen and mechanics employed by 
or on behalf of the Government of the 
United States since the 19th day of 
May. 1861, the date of the proclamation 
of the President concerning such pay; 
said claims to be adjudicated by the 
Court of Claims upon the basis pre- 
scribed in and by said section, and 
judgments to be rendered for extra pay 
In proportion to the increase of hours 
of labor wherever more than the legal 
day's work of eight hours was per- 
formed; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, as a body, recom- 
mends to Congress the favorable con- 
sideration of these claims, and directs 
its officers or committees in charge of 
legislation to give their best efforts to 
the passage of legislation having for 
its object the relief of these claims. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 111.— By Delegates of 
the International Seamen's Union: 

WHEREAS, The towing of log rafts 
on the open ocean is a danger to navi- 
gation, and through being lost by their 
tow boats or broken up by action of 
the waves, endanger the lives of other 
seamen and of passengers; and 

WHEREAS, H. R. 12.534. now pend- 
ing In Congress, is designated to pro- 
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hlbit the towing of log rafts; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Annual Conven- 
tion assembled, hereby endorse said 
bill (H. R. 12,534), and instructs its 
Executive Council to use every pos- 
sible means to secure the passage of 
said bill. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 139.— By Delegate 
Tito Pacelli, of Rockmens' Protective 
Union No. 10631. 

WHEREAS, The infamous padrone 
system continues to spread and flour- 
ish in spite of the opposition of or- 
ganized labor and in violation of the 
anitary and Company Store Law; 
and 

WHEREAS, This new serfdom has 
grown to such proportions that 
laborers are housed in the most mio- 
erable and death-breeding hovels even 
within the limits of the great and 
prosperous City of New York; and 

WHEREAS, This evil has grown to 
such alarming dimensions on railroad 
and public work that it threatens the 
very- existence of those unions that 
have been struggling with some suc- 
cess to obtain a foothold on such 
work; and 

WHEREAS, The conditions under 
which the laborers live and work un- 
der the padrone system not only con- 
stitute a degradation of American 
workers to the level of serfdom, but 
stand as a demoralizing example to 
other employers and laborers; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Federation 
take immediate and practical measures 
to stamp out this menace to American 
manhood, beginning by an investiga- 
tion by the Executive Council of the 
conditions in the principle States 
where the padrone system is in vogue 
and following up this investigation by 
a demand for the enforcement of 
such laws as already bear upon the 
evil and the enactment of such new 
legislation as may be necessary An- 
ally to stamp it out. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council for investigation. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 144.— By Delegates 
Weber, Miller and Carey, of the 
American Federation of Musicians: . 

RESOLVED. That the Legislative 
Committee of the A. F. of L is in- 
structed to assist in every possible 
legai manner the passage, by Con- 
gress, of a bill prohibiting the com- 
pettion of enlisted musicians with 
civilian musicians. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred In. 



The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 146.— By Delegates 
Santiago Igleslas and Esteban Padilla, 
of the Porto Rican Unions: 

WHEREAS, The union working peo- 

?>le of Porto Rico in particular, and 
he people in general, nave requested 
us to ask this Convention to give the 
entire people of Porto Rico the honor 
of holaing the next Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor in San 
Juan; we request It be 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L., 
assembled, to hold the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention in the City of San Juan 
de Porto Rico next year. 

The committee refers the resolution to 
the Convention without recommendation. 

Action on the resolution was deferred. 

Delegate Devine, for the Committee 
on Organization, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 8.— By Delegate George 
Mackey of International Brotherhood of 
Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite and Paper 
Mill Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Broth- 
erhood of Paper Makers, Pulp, Sul- 
phite and Paper Mill Workers, an or- 
ganization or a few years' existence, 
which has had a severe struggle to 
build up a membership in the face of 
bitter opposition by our employers; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of 
Paper and Pulp Makers, by reason of 
numerous strikes and lockouts, waged 
not only in the interests of the shorter 
hour and the living wage principle, 
but for our very existence; and 

WHEREAS. The manufacturers of 
paper and pulp throughout the country 
have formed associations and alliances 
for the avowed purpose of exterminat- 
ing the organization of Paper and 
Pulp Makers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor render the Brother- 
hood of Paper and Pulp Makers assist- 
ance at this critical time by placing 
one or more organizers in the field at 
the disposal of the Brotherhood of 
Paper and Pulp Makers. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 16.— By Delegates 
Roady Kenehan and John Fitzpatrick, 
of the Xourneymen Horse Shoer^ Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Jour- 
neymen Horse Shoers' Union has had 
several important strikes during the 
past two years which have been a 
heavy financial drain upon the funds 
of the International and the local 
unions; and 
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WHEREAS, The horse shoeing trade 
is not as well organized as it should 
be although the International Union is 
directing every effort to this end, but 
has not the funds to carry on this 
work as effectually as it should be; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby pledges its ful- 
lest support to the International Jour- 
neymen Horse Shoers' Union, and will 
assist in every possible way to or- 
ganize every horse shoer in this coun- 
try; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor pay one-half the ex- 
penses of a special organizer for one 
year for this purpose; the organizer to 
be selected by the International Horse 
Shoers' Union and be acceptable to tha 
Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 1*3.— By Delegate Bert 
H. Beadle of the Watch Case Engravers' 
International Association: 

WHEREAS, There are a great num- 
ber of men and women working in the 
State of Ohio who are unorganized, and 
who would if they were organized be 
a great help to the unions to which 
they would be affiliated; and 

WHEREAS, There are at all times 
disputes arising in the different organ- 
izations which are affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor which 
cannot be adjusted without the influ- 
ence of some one who has the power to 
do so; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
the delegates here assembled that an 
organizer under pay of the American 
Federation of Labor be placed in the 
State of Ohio to aid the state Federa- 
tion and other organizations to organ- 
ize the non-union working people of 
the State. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 84.— By Delegate James 
Wood of the Stockton Federated Trades: 

WHEREAS, The labor condition of 
Stockton, California, is at the present 
time at a very low eb, and the neces- 
sity of the appointment of a resident 
union man as organizer under salary is 
apparent; be It therefore 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, the President of the Federation is 
hereby instructed to appoint a resi- 
dent organizer to work in the City of 
Stockton for a period of three months 
or such time as the Convention sees 
fit to recommend. 



The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

Ine recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 89. — By Delegate T. 
Westoby, of the International Union of 
Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers: 

WHEREAS, The rapid growth of 
trades unions have in proportion in- 
creased the amount of business in the 
various central bodies until it has be- 
come impossible to give the time for 
the consideration of important matters 
that such matters require; and 

WHEREAS, The time of the central 
bodies is taken up with matters that 
belong to department councils and 
could be better discussed and decided 
by said department councils; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Committee take action on di- 
viding the various 'trades into depart- 
ment councils, such department coun- 
cils to be chartered by the A. F. of L. 
and under the Jurisdiction of the cen- 
tral body of the city in which it is 
located. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Committee 
on Law. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 97. — By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, of the International 
Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, The present factory sys- 
tem is compelling an increased em- 
ployment of women, who, because they 
are women, are asked to work for 
wages sufficient to furnish only a de- 
graded living; and 

WHEREAS, The very conditions of 
woman's employment are commonly 
such as to destroy health of body, 
mind and character; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That **e urge upon all 
working women the imperative neces- 
sity of organization among themselves, 
for the protection of their husbands, 
fathers, brothers and children, as well 
as for their own benefit; and further- 
more be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council hereby be authorized 
and instructed to continually employ 
at least one woman who is capable of 
doing the work in the capacity of a 
general organizer of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for the purpose of or- 
Sanizing the working women of the 
nited States. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 98. — By Delegate Vic- 
tor L Berger. of the International 
Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, It is one of the main 
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objects of the American Federation of 
Labor to unite the trade union move- 
ment of America under one banner for 
the betterment of the conditions of the 
wage-workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council be instructed to continue its 
efforts to unite the organizations affil- 
iated to the American Labor Union 
with the American Federation of 
Labor, and as a means to this end we 
recommend that the Executive Council 
assign a special representative to at- 
tend the next Convention of the W. F. 
of M. to invite said organization to 
affiliate with the A. F. of L. 

The committee concurs in the resolu- 
tion and recommends its adoption. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 116— By Delegate Chas. 
A. Meinert, of the Sugar Workers' Union 
No. 10,519: 

WHEREAS, It is apparent to all 
that the Sugar Workers of San Fran- 
cisco and Salinas, California, have 
bettered their conditions morally and 
financially by becoming an organized 
body of workers; and 

WHEREAS, At the last regular 
meeting of Sugar Workers' Union No. 
10,519. A. F. of L., Wednesday, Nov. 
16, 1904, at Machinists' Hall, 1159 Mis- 
sion street, San Francisco, Cal., it was 
decided to thank the delegates of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention, as- 
sembled in San Francisco, Cal., for 
their kind consideration; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L., when in- 
structing its organizers, to request 
them to endeavor to organize the Sugar 
Workers in the Eastern States, which 
will materially help us — the Sugar 
Workers of the West — ns to forming 
a grand International body of sugar 
workers. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation' of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 118.— By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias and Esteban Padilla, of 
the Porto Rico Free Federation and the 
Porto Rico Unions: 

WHEREAS, It was resolved by the 
Twenty-second Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, recom- 
mended to the National and Inter- 
national Associations of Painters, Shoe- 
makers, Longshoremen, Bakers. Cook 
.and Restaurant Employes in the 
United States to have their Constitu- 
tions translated into the Spanish lan- 
guage, as well as some leaflets and 
?>amphlets for the purpose of organiza- 
ion and agitation among the work- 
men of Porto Rico, Cuba and Central 
America, in order that they may be- 
come familiar with American methods 
and be enlightened upon the subject 
of benefits accruing from affiliation 
with the A. F. or L., which was 



changed to read that the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. have trans- 
lated into Spanish the Constitutions 
and some leaflets of the Trades Unions 
mentioned; and 

WHEREAS, It is necessary for the 
good of Unionism in Porto Rico that 
the above resolution be carried out; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That ail the recom- 
mendations which were made by the 
Twenty-second Annual Convention be 
carried out. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 119.— By Delegate John 
Mangan of the Gardeners' and Florists' 
No. 10,615: 

WHEREAS, The Gardeners* and Flor- 
ists' Union No. 10616 was organized in 
Chicago in December, 1902, and grew 
rapidly for several months until It had 
at one time 250 members, but for the 
last year has gradually dwindled until 
there are but 34 members in good 
standing; and 

WHEREAS, Those members of this 
Union are good staunch Union men 
who are struggling hard to advance the 
interests of their organization; and 

WHEREAS, Our experience in those 
two years has proven to us that the 
cause of our weakness in Chicago is 
the lack of organization of the men in 
our craft in other cities, especially In 
the eastern section of the United 
States; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco 
Convention is requested to aid as far 
as possible the formation of a National 
organization of this craft, and be It 
further 

RECOLVED, That the Incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to in- 
struct the Organizers of the A. F. of L. 
to aid in the promotion of this work 
as soon as possible. 

The committee concurs In the resolu- 
tion and recommends its adoption. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 122.— By Delegate Chas. 
Hank of the International Brick, Tile 
and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance: 

WHEREAS, We believe that it is un- 
fair to any member of Organized Labor 
to pay more than one initiation fee if 
he is forced to seek work in another 
trade or calling which may be under 
the Jurisdiction of another organiza- 
tion than that of which he is a member, 
and while we believe that such prac- 
tice is dangerous to the labor move- 
ment, therefore be It 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation, that we recommend to all 
affiliated organizations that whenever 
a member of one organization secures 
work which comes under the Jurisdic- 
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tion of another organization that he be 
accepted on a transfer card issued by 
his organization. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 126.— By Delegate Geo. 
C. Campbell of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and Decorators: 

WHEREAS, The economic struggle 
on the Industrial field is yearly be- 
coming more acute, and in many trades 
and callings the male workers are be- 
insr displaced by the cheaper labor of 
the woman and the child; and 

WHEREAS, The result of such con- 
ditions means a lower standard of 
American citizenship and the Increase 
of poverty and ignorance; therefore be 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon the 
femaie workers the necessity of tak- 
ing advantage of the opportunities 
offered by organization to get better 
conditions, shorter hours of labor and 
fair compensation for their labor; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That all Organizers of 
the A. F. of L. be requested to make 
special efforts to organize women 
wage-workers. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 129.— By Delegate Geo. 
C. Campbell of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and Decorators: 

WHEREAS, During the past few 
years the effort has been made by tha 
wives and female relatives of trades 
unionists to form auxiliary organiza- 
tions to assist the labor movement in 
getting better conditions for the or- 

?;anized workers of this country; there- 
ore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor heartily endorses an 
effort made by the ladies to assist the 
trades unions, and pledges its hearty 
co-operation, and requests all affiliated 
women in organizing ladies' auxiliaries 
in their localities. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 137.— By Delegate Geo. 
W. Bell of the Gas Workers' Union No. 
9840: 

WHEREAS, As there has been no 
effort on the part of the Organizers of 
the A. F. of L to organize the Gas 
Workers throughout the large cities 
of this country, and as there are thou- 
sands of men working at this indus- 
try and with few exceptions are all 
non-union men; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
A. F. of L. instruct their Organizers 



to make every effort in their power 
to organize these men. especially in 
the large cities of the East. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 145.— By Delegate Geo, 
Burns of the Electrical Workers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, A great many of the 
Central Bodies, as at present organ- 
ized, are ineffective owing to the fact 
that many of the local unions are 
forming District Councils, Metal 
Trades Councils, Building Trades 
Councils and other subdivisions, thus 
weakening Central Bodies; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council be Instructed to formulate a 
code of uniform laws, under which 
all Central Bodies will be required 
to organize within six months. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Committee 
on Federated Bodies. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 120.— By Delegate Chas. 
Hank of the Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta 
Workers' Alliance: 

WHEREAS, The International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance 
was forced to call a strike against Har- 
bison-Walker Refractory Company of 
Pittsburg, Pa., to protect its organiza- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS, Said company has its 

Slants in the States of Pennsylvania, 
hio and Kentucky, and while said 
strike has affected over 6,000 members 
of the Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta 
Workers' Alliance, and for this reason 
depleated the treasury of the Interna- 
tional organization, which is now un- 
able to give any help to members of 
some States which are now requesting 
that an Organizer be sent to assist 
them in organizing their State; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention, 
that an organizer be sent into the 
States of Texas and California to or- 
ganize the unorganized Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers for at least three 
months, at the expense of the A. F. of 
L 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 95.— By Delegate W. S. 
Harris of the Georgia State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The South Atlantic ports 
and southeastern section is poorly or- 
ganized, we earnestly appeal to the 
American Federation of Labor to place 
an Organizer in that section for the 
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term of one year, believing If done will 
do much to place that section on a 
more united plane. We also recom- 
mend if agreeable that local men who 
understand the people and situation 
be appointed. 

The committee recommends that the 
.resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 101— By Delegates A. 
D. Porter and William Oilthorpe of {fie 
Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and Iron 
Ship Bunders: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled in San Francisco, appoint an Or- 
ganizer for the Boiler Makers and Iron 
Ship Builders of America, to be sta- 
tioned in Philadelphia. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

SAN FRANCISCO CENTRAL BODY. 

It is regrettable that all the trade 
unionists of this city are not attached 
to the San Francisco Labor Council. 
Conference was held some time last 
year for the purpose of forming all 
unions into another central body, and a 
charter applied for. However, the San 
Francisco Labor Council did not believe 
that the move was in the interest, of the 
labor movement of the city or of the 
labor movement in general. It, there- 
fore, refused to carry out the agree- 
ment, and protested against the issu- 
ance of such a charter. We have ad- 
vised that a conference be held be- 
tween the representatives of both par- 
ties during this Convention, in which 
we shall be glad to participate, either 
in whole or by representatives, for the 

Surpose of determining what course is 
est to pursue in the premises. 

Your committee, having under consid- 
eration that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council treating of the situa- 
tion in San Francisco, recommends that 
the President of the American Federation 
of Labor appoint a committee to confer 
with the representatives of San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council, the Building Trades 
Council and the City Front Federation, 
for the purpose of amalgamating these 
three bodies into one Central Labor 
Union . 

The recommendation of the committee 



was concurred in } and President Gompers 
appointed the following committee to 
confer with the representatives of the 
organizations named: James M. Lynch, 
James Wood and Frank Duffy. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
communication : 

ST. LOUIS, Nov. 11, 1904. 
To the American Federation of Labor, 
in Convention assembled: 
Greeting:— Acting under Instructions of 
Typographical Union No. 8 of St Louis, 
Mo., we respectfully invite your honor- 
able body to hold your next Convention 
in St. Louis, Mo. 

Should your honorable body accept this 
Invitation, we pledge ourselves to give 
you a royal welcome and to do every- 
thing in our power to make your stay 
a pleasant one. 

With best wishes for a successful, 
harmonious and profitable session, we 
remain, 

Yours fraternally, 
J. A. JACKSON, President 
J. J. EARLY, Secretary-Treasurer. 
Secretary Morrison: Delegate Kemper 
asked that the following telegram be 
read to the Convention: 

CINCINNATI, Ohio, Nov. 18. 1904. 
Mr. L. Kemper, Delegate A. F. of L. 
Convention, Care Russ House, San 
Francisco, Cal.: 
Your telegram received. We heartily 
approve action of Convention tn levying 
assessments for textile workers. Collect 
first assessment from Secretary Slewer- 
ski. Draft in his favor on way. 
JUL. ZORN, 
JOE PROEBSTLB. 

The Secretary of the A. F. of L. has 
. received $320 in gold from Delegate Kem- 
per. 

Delegate O'Brien— I wish to ask that 
delegates to this Convention, when they 
make purchases in the stores of this city, 
to ask to see the union cards of the 
clerks. 

Vice-President Duncan moved that the 
rules be suspended, and the Contention 
adjourned to 9 A. M., Monday, Novem- 
ber 21st. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 
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The Convention was called to order 
at 9 o'clock a. m., Monday, November 
21st, Treasurer Lennon In the Chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the 
previous session was dispensed with. 

Absentees — Butterworth, Canavan, 
Barnes, Donnelly, Devine, Nelson, Fee- 
ney, Rlckert, Farrell, Mahoney, Ma her, 
Smith (J. W.), Hutchinson, Hamerstrom, 
Heron, Wilson (W. B.), Weber, Wilson 
(James), Cain, Dix, Quick, Mahon, Pow- 
ell, Rosenthal, Morgan, Triplett. Madden, 
Grant, Husted, Seaward, Michel, Har- 
ris (R. F.), Ward. Hudson (M. T.), 
Dunn (J. P.), Payne, Mofflt (C. 
M.), Murray, Coffey, Patterson, Dunn 
(M. T.), Edmonson, Jones, Bailey, 
Hinton. Pillsbury, Bell. Keefe (M. O.), 
Damozonlo, Schilling, Hudson (M. T.), 
Morey, Dowd, Padilla. 

Delegate Mason Thomas of the Box 
Makers' International Union, obtained 
the unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion to the introduction of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolution No. 153. — By Delegate 
Mason Thomas of the Paper Box~Work- 
ers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Paper Box Work- 
ers' International Union has adopted a 
label; be It 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in 
Convention assembled be requested to 
indorse same, and request all affiliated 
unions to see that all Union Made 
Goods be packed in Union Made Paper 
Boxes, Bags and Envelopes; also on all 
novelties (paper). 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 152. — By Delegate 
Mason Thomas of the Paper Box Work- 
ers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, A continued struggle is 
going on between the Paper Box Manu- 
facturers and the Paper Box Workers' 
International Union, instantly dis- 
charging any help who Joins our or- 
ganization; 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled be requested to assist the Paper 
Box Workers' International Union in 
organizing the Paper Box Workers 
throughout the country. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Delegate Furuseth, for the Commit- 
tee on President's Report, reported as 
follows: 



To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Your Committee on President's Re- 
port, to which has been referred said 
report and sundry other parts of re- 
ports and resolutions, begs to report 
as follows: 

We desire to congratulate the labor 
movement and the President upon the 
report Itself, and upon the progress 
which the movement has made in the 
past year. 

The trade union movement stands 
for the abolition of the, at present, yet 
prevailing opinion that the laborer, 
because he is a laborer, is something 
less than a citizen, and has not the full 
right as such. It endeavors to estab- 
lish on the industrial field such equal- 
ity and such opportunity as has been 
granted on the political field, not only 
theoretically, but, in fact, as lived and 
experienced in every day life. 

The Committee on President's Re- 
port, at the previous Convention, said 
that If permitted to develop naturally 
and peaceably it would follow the 
lines of development which the devel- 
opment towards political freedom had 
, followed in England; that the same 
power which in England had given rise 
to the gradual development of the 
democratic power, the power to with- 
hold supplies, will In the labor move- 
ment accomplish the same result, as a 
power to withhold labor or patronage. 
The growing understanding of the 
movement, in its essence, the under- 
standing of its law of growth, and the 
growth itself as such, gives to each 
worker in the movement his or her 
greatest incentive to continued effort, 
and to the friends of labor and pro- 
gress everywhere a great caus of sat- 
isfaction. It naturally unites those 
who insist upon a development toward 
industrial feudalism and we are in en- 
tire accord with the President when he 
says: 

"The immediate future is pregnant 
with good or ill for the people of our 
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country. It devolves upon the or- 
ganized labor movement to determine 
by its course the form which It shall 
assume. 

"The constant improvement in ma- 
chinery, the division, subdivision and 
specialization of labor, the wonderful 
development in Industry, and the con- 
centration of wealth, give to the 
wealth possessors such extraordinary 
power, which, when coupled with the 
cunning and greed for gain, unless in- 
telligently and comprehensively met by 
a well-organized labor movement, will 
tend to the deterioration of our race, 
the destruction of all our achievements 
and the dissipation of all our hopes." 

He warns us that: "We shall no 
doubt be confronted with the keenest 
opposition in the near future. There 
are those who will not understand the 
purposes of the organized labor move- 
ment and the good work which it is 
doing, and which it can and will do, 
and it therefore behooves us to devote 
our attention and to concentrate our 
efforts more largely in bringing to the 
attention of the yet unorganized how 
necessary it Is for the protection of 
themselves and those dependent upon 
them to secure and maintain the van- 
tage ground already gained, and not 
only to save all from the inevitable 
downward path that leads from a lack 
of comprehensive and united effort, but 
to secure and realize the hopes and as- 
pirations of the toiling masses." 

It was with these facts in mind, and 
the further fact that an industrial re- 
action was impending, that the Presi- 
dent, at the last Convention, made the 
following recommendations, which 
were then earnestly seconded by this 
committee, and adopted by the Con- 
vention: 

"First. Organize, unite and federate. 

Second. Have faith and confidence in 
themselves and each other. 

"Third. Stand shoulder to shoulder 
in stress and strife; to help bear each 
other's burdens and perfect the bonds 
of brotherhood. 

"Fourth. Endeavor to maintain in- 
dustrial peace by trade agreement^ 
with employers. 

"Fifth. Voluntarily and faithfully 
abide by and fulfill the terms of agree- 
ments and the awards of arbitrators 
thereunder. 

"Sixth. Prevent . Industrial conflicts 
wherever possible, and particularly to 



resist all attempts to reduce wages." 

He now reports as results of such 
policy the following: 

"First. Wage reductions have been 
checked. 

"Second. The industrial situation has 
not become acute, as was the uniform 
course formerly. 

"Third. Much idleness, poverty, suf- 
fering and misery have been prevented. 

"Fourth. The era of industrial stag- 
nation, as compared with former like 
conditions, has been shortened. 

"Fifth. The prospect for a revival 
in industry and commerce in the fu- 
ture is brighter, as compared with any 
similar previous period. 

"Sixth. There is less acute feeling of 
unrest among workmen and employers 
generally, business men and all our 
people. 

•'Seventh. There are more workmen 
and employers In agreement and un- 
derstanding. 

"Eighth. There is a more general ef- 
fort to bring about more rightful rela- 
tions between workmen and employ- 
ers. 

"Ninth. There is a better conception 
of the rights and duties of man to man, 
a more general satisfaction among our 
people with the present, and a more 
gratifying and hopeful outlook for the 
future." 

With him your committee desires to 
say that the results of labor's policy 
are our best Justification. He calls at- 
tention to the fact that the stagnation 
is not yet past, and he urges with great 
seriousness that the policy be contin- 
ued, and that any efforts to reduce 
wages be persistently and strongly op- 
posed. In this your committee earn- 
estly concur. 

Under the caption of "Industrial 
Peace," he calls attention to the fact 
that there is no peace guaranteed to 
those who are not prepared to defend 
it; that in so far as strikes against 
wage reductions have been unsuccess- 
ful, they have been so because the or- 
ganizations in question were not finan- 
cially prepared for the struggle. Tour 
committee desire to say that at all 
times those who worked had to sus- 
tain those who defended them while at 
work. This has been the history of the 
development of races and nations, and, 
unquestionably, is the law running 
through all associated effort. We there- 
fore earnestly agree with the President 
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In his recommendations, that members 
of organizations must in time of peace 
furnish the necessary means to defend 
and improve the conditions during 
times of stress and trouble. 

CITIZENS' ALLIANCE. 

There has in the past sprung up In 
different cities associations of employ- 
ers, organized for the specific purpose 
of. opposing the aims and objects of the 
trade union movement. Within the 
last year or two these different organ- 
ir itions have come together under the 
name "Citizens'^ Alliance." Mr. Job of 
Chicago said that the principles of this 
association are: First, the open shop; 
second, no sympathetic strikes; third, 
no limitation or restriction of output 
or apprentices; fourth, the enforce- 
ment of law. Being for the open shop, 
and against the union shop, they stand 
pledged to oppose any efforts toward 
any unity on the part of the working 
people. They desire to prevent the co- 
operation of the working people for 
any specific object not sanctioned or 
endorsed by the employers of labor. 
They claim that the so-called open 
shop is the only constitutional or legal 
shop; that the union shop is in viola- 
tion of constitutional guaranties and 
of individual liberty. Our position is 
that, being free, we have the absolute 
right to associate together, to assist 
each other in any effort to improve our 
condition as workmen or as citizens. 
We claim that as workmen we have 
the absolute right to refuse to work 
for or with any employer or laborer 
antagonistic to our Interests. We in- 
sist upon the union shop, because In 
any serious disagreement with our em- 
ployers, the most effective weapon 
which we have is to withdraw our la- 
oor from the shop until such disagree- 
ment shall be arranged. That the open 
shop — the non-union shop — is the more 
advantageous to the employer who de- 
sires to destroy existing conditions and 
reduce wages is undoubtedly true. 
That this Is the reason for the solici- 
tude of the employer for the establish- 
ment of the open shop — the non-union 
shop — is equally true. The Alliance is 
against sympathetic strikes. Being 
against the combination of workmen 
under any circumstances, this goes 
without saying. That the organization 
as such, the Citizens' Aliance, would 
fail to understand and sympathize with 



the feelings which at times produce the 
sympathetic strike is equally natural. 
No limitation upon the number of ap- 
prentices means, as we know too well, 
the turning out of numberless, half- 
baked mechanics, whose years for 
learning their trade have been wasted 
to them, while very profitable to the 
employer who taught them but one 
part of the handicraft which they were 
supposed to learn. Enforcement of 
law is the fourth reason given by Mr. 
Job for the existence of the Citizens' 
Alliance. In this statement is an in- 
dictment against the entire system of 
jurisprudence, and an indictment of all 
the public officers elected by the peo- 
ple throughout the country. Vigilance 
committees are at times organized in 
new and unsettled countries. When 
they are organized in countries with 
an orderly government, they can only 
exist for the purpose of taking the 
place of the regularly elected officials, 
and enforcing such law and order as 
they themselves hold to be proper. 
They may be progressive or reaction- 
ary. They are at all times revolutionary. 
The Citizens' Alliance must, like other 
institutions, be judged by its actions, 
and its actions prove it to be antagon- 
istic to any combinations except their 
own; to the right of association when 
used by the working people. They 
claim that with the ownership of the 
means of production or transportation 
necessarily goes the right to and the 
power over so much labor power as 
will make such means of production or 
transportation profitable. This conten- 
tion is in direct opposition to the 
Declaration of Independence — the first 
Constitution of the United States — to 
the entire development of civilized life 
as found in this country. It would set 
at naught the Thirteenth Amendment 
to the Constitution, by so arranging the 
laws and customs of the country as to 
rob the workman of his freedom to 
quit, singly or collectively, but espe- 
cially collectively, and by Isolation de- 
prive him of the power of locomotion. 
The right of labor to freely move from 
State to State within this country, or 
from one country to another, has been 
looked upon as fundamental, and was 
never questioned until the Citizens' 
Alliance, with Its injunctions, under- 
took to enforce their reactionary prin- 
ciples — that the laborer belongs to him 
who owns the tools. It is to enforce 
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this ownership, to prevent the work- 
man from enforcing: the distinctly 
American principle of freedom, that 
the Citizens' Alliance stands for and 
works for the open shop. It is for this 
reason that it stands for the abolition 
of the workman's right to bestow his 
patronage upon his friends and with- 
hold it from his enemies. It is for this 
reason that it uses its best efforts 
wherever opportunity offers to destroy 
the value of the union label. What it 
will do when it has the opportunity 
and power is best exemplified by the 
situation produced by it in the State 
of Colorado; and we are in full accord 
with what the President says about 
this situation, with especial approval 
of the following: 

"The iniquitous policy of the so- 
called Citizens' Alliances has had its 
fullest fruition in Colorado. In that 
State it has not only of itself had full 
sway, but it has been aided in the ex- 
ecution of its edicts by the Executive 
with the full power of the military. In- 
deed, the Citizens' Alliance had but the 
simple declaration to make as to its 
wishes and what in its judgment con- 
stituted the law, to have the Governor 
of the State order the troops to the 
most convenient point to execute what 
w*s accepted as a decree. Civil gov- 
ernment has been set at naught, and 
constitutional and natural rights and 
guarantees wantonly trampled under 
foot." 

Reactionary in its principles, revolu- 
tionary in its methods, it cannot be but 
that our people, whether connected 
with labor organizations or not, will, 
as they learn to know what it stands 
for and what it Is, place upon it such 
a seal of disapproval as will compel it 
either to change its policy or go out of 
existence. It should be the duty of 
union men and friends of labor and 
progress everywhere to study its pur- 
poses, its acts, and to give to the same 
the widest publication possible. 

MONGOLIAN COMPETITION. 

One of the gravest, If not the most 
no, of the dangers confronting not only 
the working people, but all the people, 
is the Mongolian competition, the mere 
beginning of which has shown disas- 
trous consequences. Occidental civil- 
isation has within the last hundred 
years or more followed a policy of sac- 



rificing population to production. The 
.atroduction of labor-saving appliances 
forced out of .work in Great Britain 
and on the continent of Europe the 
people out of which have grown the 
populations of this continent, of New 
Zealand, Australia and South Africa. 
Oriental civilization, as exemplified by 
the Chinese, Koreans and Japanese, 
have followed the direct opposite sys- 
tem, of sacrificing production to popu- 
lation. The introduction amongst 
them at this time of power-driven ma- 
chinery and the newest and best of 
labor-saving appliances uecessarily 
will throw out of employment in those 
countries untold millions of people, 
highly skilled artisans, among them 
perhaps the highest skilled and best 
disciplined and most docile hand labor 
in the world. They are not going to 
die of want in China, Korea or Japan. 
They will come as immigrants to any 
part of the world where they can find 
the slightest opening, and the cleavage 
in modern Occidental countries existing 
between the employer, - o seeks 
cheap and docile labor, and the laborer 
who wants equal rights as laborer as 
well as he has as citizen, furnishes to 
the Mongolian so inviting a field, and 
so much secret and open assistance to 
get a foothold on our shores is given 
them, that the sternest of efforts, as 
suggested by the President, must be 
employed to save for the Caucasian 
race this cqntlnent, if such be at all 
possible. We are therefore in full ac- 
cord with the President's report upon 
this subject, and will submit for your 
consideration resolutions introduced 
upon that subject, asking your favor- 
able consideration of the same. 

PORTO RICO. 

Your committee recommends for en- 
dorsement the expressions of the Presi- 
dent with reference to Porto Rico, and 
we will submit a resolution upon that 
subject for your favorable consideration. 

SPECIAL CONVENTIONS. 

In the matter of requests for special 
conventions made to the President, your 
committee endorses the action taken by 
the President, and the reasons for such 
action. We desire but to add that the 
reasonings which guided the President 
in his action seem to us unanswerable. 

Your committee hereby endorses and 
commends to your careful attention the 
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expressions made hy your President upon 
the item of international peace. 

LEGISLATION. 

The President reports upon the efforts 
which have been made— again made— to 
obtain from Congress some relief against 
the usurpation pratlced by the judiciary 
through the writ of injunction. To so 
change the writ intended to protect prop- 
erty rights as to cause it to be at this 
day probably the most dangerous inva- 
sion of personal rights, is surely usurpa- 
tion, and should be stopped. Tour com- 
mittee recommends that the efforts to 
obtain the passage of the anti-injunction 
bill be continued, and that all possible ' 
efforts to that end be made. Your com- 
mittee likewise concurs in the recommen- 
dations made by the President, and urges 
the continuation of the efforts to obtain 
the passage of the eight-hour bill. Like- 
wise in the matter of the convict labor 
bill. In the matter of the National arbi- 
tration bill, your committee recommends 
to this Convention the emphatic endorse- 
ment of the stand taken, and the con- 
tinued determined effort to protect the 
workers in their right to quit work, 
singly or in unison, for any reason or 
for no reason at all. In the matter of 
the new Chinese treaty, your committee 
recommends that the Executive Council 
stands specifically instructed to watch 
every move made in the matter, to keep 
the public Informed, so far as they can, 
and to resist to the utmost any so-called 
liberalization of the exclusion laws. 

In the matter of the Incorporation of 
trade unions, the President states, and 
your committee fully agrees, that It is 
but a pretext, not honestly offered, but 
distinctly for the purpose of so mulcting 
the unions in damages as to prevent 
them from getting together the neces- 
sary funds for an effective resistance to 
any encroachment which the Citizens' 
Alliance may choose to make at any 
time or place; and your committee fur- 
ther recommends that efforts be made 
to watch Congress and the different State 
Legislatures for bills which have any 
such purpose in view, with the purpose 
of resisting their passage to the utmost. 

Your committee desires to compliment 
the President and the trade union move- 
ment upon the creditable showing made 
at the St. Louis Exposition, and upon 
the receiving of the grand prize as a re- 
ward; and we hereby recommend that 
the proposition to move the exhibit from 



St Louis to the Lewis and Clarke Ex- 
position to be held at Portland be left 
to the discretion of the Executive Coun- 
cil. 

Your committee is pleased to learn that 
the "American Federationlst" has made 
great financial progress, and we would 
fain recommend to the trade unionists 
throughout the country to extend Its use- 
fulness educationally by giving a closer 
attention to the matter published there- 
in, and by doing what they can to ex- 
tend the circulation thereof. Your com- 
mittee thinks that the labor press has 
not, generally speaking, the support 
that it should have, and would recom- 
mend to the working people a more gen- 
eral reading thereof, and a more careful 
and discriminating reading of the daily 
press. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A FURUSETH, Chairman. 
MARTIN LAWLOR, 
HENRY C. BARTER, 
THOS. F. TRACY, 
CHAS W. PETRY, 
WM. S. SMITH, 
J. C. SHANESSY, 
H. W. SHERMAN, 
COLLIS LOVELY, 
JOHN FAHY, 
D. A. CAREY, Secretary. 
Delegate Furuseth— We have in addi- 
tion to this report some resolutions that 
were referred to the committee. They 
will be read by the Secretary. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Fyfe— I would like to say in 
behalf of the Amalgamated Society of 
Carpenters that we have carried out the 
decisions that have been rendered. 

Treasurer Lennon— This matter Is not 
covered In the report of the committee, 
for the reason, I apprehend, that the 
President's report covered the matter the 
delegate Is speaking of, or partly covers 
it. The report of the Executive Coun- 
cil covers it as well. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Delegate D. A. Carey, for the commit- 
tee, read the report on the resolutions, 
as follows: 

Resolution No. 22.— By Delegate 
Louis Rentelman, of the San Francisco 
Labor Council. 

WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
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sage and enforcement of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, has been succeeded by 
an evil similar in general character, 
but much more threatening in its pos- 
sioilities, to- wit: the immigration to 
the United States and its insular ter- 
ritory of large and increasing numbers 
of Japanese and Korean laborers; and 

WHEREAS, The American public 
sentiment against the immigration of 
Chinese labor, as expressed and crys- 
ta*.ized in the enactment of the Chin- 
ese Exclusion Act, finds still stronger 
justification in demanding prompt and 
adequate measures of protection 
against the immigration of Japanese 
and Korean labor, on the grounds, first, 
that the wage and living standard of 
such labor are dangerous to, and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Amer- 
ican standards in these essential 
respects; secondly, that the radical in- 
compatibility, as between the peoples 
of the Orient and the United States, 
presents a problem of race preserva- 
tion which it is our imperative duty 
to solve in our own favor, and which 
can only be thus solved by a policy of 
Exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic colonisa- 
tion by these Oriental races of our in- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatened, and partly accomplished, 
extension of that system to the Pacific 
Coast and other western localities of 
the United States, constitutes a stand- 
ing danger, not only to the domestic 
peace, but to the continuance of 
friendly relations between the nations 
concerned; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be en- 
larged and extended so as to perman- 
ently exclude from the United States 
and its insular territory all classes 
of Japanese and Koreans, other than 
those exempted by the present terms 
of that Act; further 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions 
be submitted, through the proper 
avenues, to the Congress of the United 
States, with a request for favorable 
consideration and action by that body. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The committee decides that Resolution 
No. 23 was covered by Resolution No. 
22. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The resolution was discussed by Dele- 
gates Petry and Smith, both speaking in 
favor of it. 

The mbtlon to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 29.— By Delegate Geo. 
E. Shaver, of the Portland, Ore., Trades 
Council : 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor as an aggressive and re- 



form movement should use every 
agency for the prominence and propa- 
gation of its ideas; and 

WHEREAS, It has in this spirit con- 
structed at St. Louis a booth in Social 
Economy Hall, illustrative of the for- 
ward movement of the organized work- 
ing people of this country; and 

WHEREAS, This display of effective 
and beneficial methods of organized 
labor should have greater advertise- 
ment on this Pacific Coast; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
Instruct our incoming Executive Board 
to remove from St. Louis the present 
display, with its installment, and 
ship same to Portland, Oregon, and set 
It up in the Educational Building of 
the Lewis and Clark Centennial and 
American Pacific Exposition and Orien- 
tal Fair, to the end that our visitors, 
our citizens and all students of eco- 
nomic conditions may become familiar 
with the great work being done by the 
American Federation of Labor for the 
amelioration of the working conditions 
of the American laborer. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 48.— By Delegate P. J. 
McSherry of Federal Labor Union No. 
9611: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that further immigra- 
tion of Japanese into the United States 
should be prohibited by law; and that 
in order to bring this question before 
the country, and to bring the influence 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
bear upon Congress in favor of legisla- 
tion for this purpose, a committee be 
appointed by the Chair to draw up a 
petition to Congress in favor of a Jap- 
anese exclusion law, and that the Na- 
tional Executive Board be, and is here- 
by instructed to forward a copy of 
such petition to each and every local 
union. Central Body affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, to- 
gether with a copy of this resolution, 
and a suitable letter of advice, urging 
upon such local unions and Central 
Bodies the advisability of obtaining as 
many signatures to such petitions as 
possible, and instructing them to for- 
ward petitions after being signed to 
the national headquarters of the A. F. 
of L.; and it is hereby made the duty 
of the National Executive Board to 
forward such petitions to Congress at 
such time and in such manner as will 
best give effect to the purpose of this 
resolution. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

Delegate McSherry spoke at some 
length in support of the resolution. 
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On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 36.— By Delegate W. 
Frank Moyer of the Washington State 
Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The reading of the re- 

?orts of the President, Secretary, 
reasurer. Executive Council and Fra- 
ternal Delegates consumes much valu- 
able time of the Convention; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED. That the aforesaid offi- 
cers be directed to have their respec- 
tive reports printed and submitted to 
the General Secretary, who shall send 
one copy to each delegate-elect on or 
before the 1st day of November. 

Tne committee recommends that the 
resolution be not concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 39.— By Delegate H. 
F. Sarman of the Jefferson City, Mo., 
Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Experience demonstrates 
that the line of least resistance for 
the enactment of measures in the in- 
terest of the people is the establish- 
ment in them of a right to direct bal- 
lot, as has been accomplished in hwu 
ierland, Oregon, South Dakota Mis- 
souri and promised by all the parties 
in Montana; and 

WHEREAS, The line of least resist- 
ance for the establishment of the pro- 
posed system of government in State 
affairs is that throughout the State 
there be circulated for signature peti- 
tions to the legislature, asKing that a 
constitutional amendment be submitted 
in order that the Petitioners (the peo- 
ple) may vote upon the question of es- 
tablishing their own sovereignty, urg- 
ing upon the legislature the fact that 
it Is the unquestioned right of the 
people to amend their State Constitu- 
tion whenever they so desire; this 
campaign of petitioning for the educa- 
tional effect and interest that it will 
create should be followed by the ^ques- 
tioning of candidates for the legisla- 
ture thereby preventing an evasion of 
the issueTand the candiSates self-inter- 
est wia compel them to pledge; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That each of the cpm- 
in? State Conventions of organised 
ISbor is requested by the American 
Federation 3f Labor to .consider -and 
vote upon the advisability of instruct 
ing the affiliated central and local 
unions to conduct the proposed cam- 
pai££ for the people's sovereignty in 
State affairs; and 

RESOLVED, That for the establish- 
ment of the people's sovereignty in 
Skuonal affairs our President is re- 
vested to frame at the earliest prac- 
?icable da°y a petition incorporating a 
renuest for the immediate establish- 
ment in Congress of the advisory init- 
iative and advisory referendum, as 
described in the July 16th extra num- 
ber of the American Federations, and 



that copies of the petition be distrib- 
uted to affiliated unions, with request 
to circulate for signatures and re- 
turn to the central office at a specified 
time that the petitions may be tiled 
with Congress; this to be followed by 
the early questioning of Congressional 
and Legislative candidates who are 
striving to secure the nominations, and 
later the nominees shall be questioned 
if not already pledged; and 

RESOLVED, That wherever a cen- 
tral or local union fails to circulate 
petitions or questions to candidates 
when requested by the National Fed- 
eration or State Federation the Nation- 
al or State Body shall Instruct a local 
representative to do the work in the 
name of the American Federation of 
Labor or State Federation of Labor, 
and to sign as "Local Representative;" 
and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor re-affirms the refer- 
endum resolutions of previous Con- 
ventions which declare, in effect, that 
the establishment of the people's sov- 
ereignty is the dominant issue (Reso- 
lution 270, Boston Convention; 121 
New Orleans Convention); and 

RESOLVED, That every voter is 
urged to agree with his fellow citizens 
that he will vote for such Legislative 
candidates only as are pledged to the 
immediate establishment of the peo- 
ple's rule. To-day, as in 1776, the es- 
tablishment of political liberty is the 
dominant issue. Why should voters 
choose between rulers when they can 
at once become the sovereign power? 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the commttee be con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Guerin skid the resolution was 
not complete in its present form, because 
there was no procedure by which the 
rank and file of the organizations could 
be informed of the action taken, and 
moved as an amendment that the resolu- 
tion be re-committed to the committee. 
(Not seconded.) 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 57.— By Delegate Mor- 
ris Brown of the Central Federated 
Union of New York City: 

WHEREAS, Several advertisements of 
non-union firms appear in the columns 
of the "American Federationist," which 
publication is the official mouthpiece of 
the American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Such advertisements tend 
to ridicule the labor movement and make 
a farce of the efforts to unionize business 
establishments; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor decides that in 
the future no advertisement of non- 
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union concerns can or shall appear In 
the columns of the "American Federa- 
tionist." 

The committee made the following rec- 
ommendation: 

In so far as refusing to solicit or 
accept any adds from firms that are un- 
der the ban of organized labor, that 
is now the policy of the "Ameri- 
can Federationist." If the introducer 
of the resolution contends that no firm 
should be advertised unless they handle 
union goods exclusively and employ 
union employes exclusively, the com- 
mittee is of the opinion that such ad- 
vertisements are not to be obtained, and 
therefore recommend non-concurrence in 
the resolution. 

Delegate Morris Brown spoke in favor 
of the resolution, and in favor of re- 
fusing to receive advertisements from 
firms not entirely union. 

Secretary Morrison— I should like to ask 
if there is a union cigar factory where 
the tobacco strippers are organized? 

Delegate Brown— There Is not one in 
New York City, but I believe there is in 
the city of Boston. 

Secretary Morrison— I want the dele- 
gates to be informed on this matter. I 
understand there are many factories 
where the cigar-makers are thoroughly 
organized and their label used, but 
the other employes do not belong to 
a union. Are we to understand this 
resolution to mean that a factory that 
uses the label of the cigar-makers can- 
not be advertised as a union factory if 
the strippers are not organized? 

Delegate Brown— If an effort is made 
to organize the strippers they will re- 
ceive the support of the cigar-makers. 

President Gompers— Are the tobacco 
strippers members of the International 
Union or of any other union essential to 
the issuance of the union label to cigar 
manufacturers ? 

Delegate Brown— Your question has 
nothing to do with the granting of the 
label, but it has with the advertise- 
ments that appear in the "Federation- 
ist." 

President Gompers— In other words, the 
best factories in the cigar trade, the 
ones that now have the union label, un- 
der that resolution cannot advertise in 
the "American Federationist?" 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Robinson, Furuseth, Sherman, 
Barter and President Gompers, who 
spoke In favor of adopting the report of 



the committee, and Delegates Brown and 
Fitzpatrick who spoke against the re- 
port and in favor of the resolution. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was then car- 
ried. 

Resolution No. 115.— By Delegates 
Santiago Iglesias and Esteban Padllla, 
of the Porto Rico Free Federation and 
the Porto Rico Unions: 

WHEREAS, The United States Con- 
gress refuses to recognize the citizens 
of Porto Rico as such and guarantee 
them full constitutional rights— the 
absolute right to be American citizens, 
and refuses to extend such rights to 
the Porto Ricans; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation oT Labor demand that the 
National House of Representatives 
recognize the people of Porto Rico as 
American citizens, and guarantee them 
the same fights and privileges pos- 
sessed by the people of all other States 
and Territories of this great nation. 

The committee endorses the resolution, 
and substituted It for Resolution No. 82, 
believing that it covers more completely 
the desires of the representatives of 
Porto Rico. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

Resolution No. 131.— By Delegate C. W. 
Woodman of the Texas State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Within the last few 
months there has come into existence a 
dual organization In San Antonio, Texas, 
the stated object being to unite all of 
the building trades in one movement; 
and 

WHEREAS, It Is evident the real ob- 
ject of this organization is to furnish 
strike breakers, it having done so re- 
peatedly in San Antonio; be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Exec- 
utive Board of the A. F. of L. give this 
matter especial and immediate attention 
after adjournment of this Convention, 
with a view to reunite the Trade Union 
movement In San Antonio and to stamp 
out of existence the dual organization. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be amended by striking out 
the words "incoming Executive Board, 
and that the resolution be referred to 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 93.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor hereby expresses its satisfac- 
tion and gratification over the defeat of 
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that capitalist tyrant, Governor Pea- 
body of Colorado; furthermore be It 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor hereby pledges Its moral and 
financial support to the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners in its efforts to bring 
that gang of criminals, the so-called 
Citizens' Alliance of Cripple Creek Dis- 
trict to justice and finally be it 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these res- 
olutions be sent to President Moyer of 
the Western Federation of Miners and to 
the chairman of the gang-leaders of the 
so-called Citizens' Alliance in the 
Cripple Creek District. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 147. — By Delegates 
Owen Miller and Joseph N. Weber of the 
American Federation of Musicians: 

WHEREAS. The question of the 
"Open and the so-called Union Shop 
is one that has been brought prom- 
inently before the public, and discussed 
pro and con by employers, employes. 
Union and non-Union adherents and 
advocates, magazine writers, preachers, 
priests, doctors, lawyers, until the peo- 
ple are divided into two camps so to 
speak, one favoring tne Open and the 
other the Union Shop; and 

WHEREAS, The most eloquent, 
plausible, intelligent and persistent ad- 
vocates of the so-called "Open Shop," 
as generally understood, are members 
of the "Bar," otherwise the Lawyers' 
Union, the strongest and most ex- 
clusive Trades Union in existence to- 
day; and many of the most able mem- 
bers of this Union have denounced, 
both by word and pen, the efforts of 
other Trades Unionists to enjoy the ex- 
clusive privileges of the Union Shop 
as so vividly typified by the Lawyers' 
Union, as an outrageous and illegal in- 
fringement of American liberty, detri- 
mental to public policy, and a menace 
to the rights of the individual; and 

WHEREAS, The aforementioned 
Lawyers' Union has succeeded in plac- 
ing upon the statutes of all the States 
and Territories of the United States 
laws which confine the practice of law 
to certain individuals, excluding all 
others, and makes the practice of law 
the most exclusive Union Shop extant 
to-day, denying the right to any one, 
however able or well qualified to work 
In the "Law Shop," unless such can 
show a card in good standing in the 
Lawyers' Union; and 

WHEREAS, Taking the lawyers at 
their word, namely, that such a policy 
Is "an infringement of American liber- 
ty, contrary to public policy, and a 
menace to individual freedom, and that 
every American free man should be 
free to follow any profession, trade or 
occupation, without hindrance or re- 
strictions," therefore be it 



RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, hereby instruct all affiliated State* 
and Territorial Federations to have 
bills introduced In the various States 
and Territorial Legislatures repealing 
all laws conferring the privilege of the 
practice of law upon a certain class in 
preference to all others, and making 
the practice of law open to every free 
American citizen who considers himself 
Qualified, and not confined to a priv- 
ileged few as is the custom under the 
present system. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred in. 

Delegate Owen Miller spoke at some 
length in favor of the resolution. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was then concurred In. 

Resolution No. 102.— By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger of the International 
Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, The trade autonomy In 
unionism is but the application to the 
labor movement of the outworn prin- 
ciple of Individualism; and 

WHEREAS, The development of 
modern machinery and of industrial 
processes on a large scale is in fact 
creating identity of Interests among 
many crafts hitherto only slightly re- 
lated; and 

WHEREAS, Under our present form 
of trades organization every national 
trades union organization looks out 
with jealous care for Its own organ- 
ization, bitterly fighting every new- 
comer in the field; and 

WHEREAS. This contention over 
trades jurisdiction between national 
and International unions is becoming 
more and more acute, and will if con- 
tinued very soon disrupt the organi- 
zations of the wage-workers of Amer- 
ica; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urgently rec- 
ommend the application of the prin- 
ciple of individual organization to 
those crafts which are bound with 
others by the use of the same mach- 
inery, by contact in the same produc- 
tive process, or by working for a com- 
mon employer or group of organized 
employers; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor urge upon the various inter- 
national craft organizations an imme- 
diate settlement of jurisdiction ques- 
tions by mutual conferences, Inter- 
change of cards, etc., and the substitu- 
tion of a modern alignment of the 
united working class against the grow- 
ing rapacity of manufacturers' and 
citizens 1 alliance organizations, instead 
of the disgraceful, petty and destruc- 
tive quarrels between the union offi- 
cials. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred In. 
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It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Berger spoke in favor of the 
resolution. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in by a vote of 113 in 
favor of and 32 against the motion. 

LEGISLATION. 

The legislative matters which were 
referred to us were duly considered 
and presented to the members of 
Congress. This subject is fully covered 
in the President's report and needs no 
further report or comment from us. 
We selected as the legislative committee 
Mr. James F. Grimes of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
and Mr. Charles Nelson of the Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers. The reports 
of the legislative committee were made 
to us; in the main, they were published 
in the "American Federationist." We 
commend to your favorable considera- 
tion the necessity for pressing to a 
final conclusion the an ti- injunction bill, 
the eight-hour bill, the wise regulation 
of convict labor, and care and watch- 
fulness relative to any change in leg- 
islation, or any treaty, mooted or pro- 
posed that shall in any way tend to 
essen the provisions of existing law 
relative to Chinese exclusion. 

In reference to that part of the Execu- 
tive Council's report regarding legislation 
referred to this committee, the committee 
decided that it has already been dealt 
with in the report of the Committee on 
President's report, and therefore we find 
no further action necessary. 

This completes the report of the com- 
mittee, which is signed by A. Furuseth, 
Chairman, D. A. Carey, Secretary. 

On motion the report of the committee 
as a whole was adopted. 

Delegate O'Connell announced that the 
Committee on Grievances wished to re- 
fer Resolution No. 78 to the Committee 
on Laws. 

On motion the request of the committee 
was complied with. 

Delegate W. B. Wilson of the Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies 
announced that that committee was 
ready to make a report on the Chicago 
Federation of Labor if the Convention 
wished it at that time. 

Delegate Wiseman moved that the 
hearing of the report be made a special 
order of business for two o'clock P. M. 

After a short discussion the motion 
was withdrawn, and Delegate Wilson 
submitted the following report: 

We, your Committee on Local and Fed- 
erated Bodies, to whom was referred the 



report of the Committee on Credentials 
relative to the delegate from the Chicago 
Federation of Labor and the report of 
the Executive Council concerning the 
revocation of the charter of the Chicago 
Federation of Labor, beg leave to report 
as follows: 

Your committee listened to and ex- 
amined a great many documents bearing 
upon the differences existing between the 
United Association of Plumbers and 
Steam Fitters and the National Associa- 
tion of Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters' 
Helpers, and between the International 
Association of Pressmen and the Frank- 
lin Association of Press-feeders and have 
heard exhaustive arguments thereon 
which seem to form the basis for the 
reasons assigned why the charter of the 
Chicago Federation should or should not 
be revoked. 

After a careful consideration of all the 
facts and arguments presented to your 
committee we have arrived at the follow- 
ing conclusions: 

First.— The law of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, Article XII, Section 1. 
provides that "no Central Labor Union or 
any other Central Body of delegates 
-shall admit to, or retain in Iheir councils 
delegates from any local organization that 
owes its allegiance to any other body, 
National or International, hostile to any 
affiliated organization or that has been 
suspended or expelled by or not connected 
with a National or International organi- 
zation of their trade herein af fixated 
under penalty of having their charter re- 
voked for violation of their charter, sub- 
ject to appeal to the next convention." 

Section 8 of the same Article requires 
that "no Central Body affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor shall re- 
ject credentials presented by a luly 
elected or appointed delegation of a local 
union chartered by a National cr an In- 
ternational Union having affil*a*.lon with 
the American Federation of Labor unless 
upon charges duly proved against such 
delegation or local union. Action of the 
Central Body under this section shall be 
subject to appeal to the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor, 
ar»d no delegation, representing local 
un'ons affiliated, as herein described, 
shall be suspended or expelled until like 
action Is taken. 

Second— The National Association of 
Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters' Helpers 
is not affiliated with the American Fed- 
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eration of Labor and the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Labor violated the law by re- 
taining the delegates from that body in 
its councils. 

Third— The Franklin Press-feeders' 
Union is not affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
Chicago Federation of Labor violated the 
law then in existence, and which had 
been previously especially called to its 
attention, by admitting the delegates 
from the Franklin Press- feeders' Union 
to its councils for the first time in June 
of this year. 

Fourth— Complaint was made to the 
Executive Council that the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Labor and some other Central 
Bodies were not complying with the re- 
quirements of the law, and on June 14, 
1904, a circular letter was issued from 
the general office of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to all Central Labor 
Unions under its jurisdiction calling at- 
tention to the law and instructing them 
to comply therewith. 

On July 3rd the Chicago Federation 
of Labor passed a resolution which was 
forwarded to President Gompers August 
19th, asking that "no further action be 
taken in the matter until the Chicago 
Federation of Labor had the opportunity 
of presenting its side of the case to the 
San Francisco Convention of the Ameri- 
can -Federation of Labor." 

Under date of September 27th, Presi- 
dent Oompers wrote the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Labor as follows: 
WASHINGTON, D. C, Sept 27, 1904. 
Mr. E. N. Nockels, Secretary Chicago 
Federation of Labor, 66 Fifth avenue, 
Chicago, 111.: 

Dear Sir and Brother:— Among other 
matters receiving the attention of the 
Executive Council at its meeting, held 
in this city last week, was your letter 
of August 19th, in which you trans- 
mitted resolutions adopted by the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor at its meeting 
July 3rd, in regard to the action of that 
body, whereby the delegates from the 
Franklin Press Feeders* Union, were 
recognized and seated, requesting that 
no further action be taken in the matter 
until the Chicago Federation of Labor 
has the opportunity of presenting its side 
of the case to the San Francisco Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. 

I beg to say that the Executive Coun- 
cil directed that the Chicago Federation 
of Labor be Instructed to refuse to seat 



delegates from the FrankHn Union, and 
to seat delegates from Local No. 67, affil- 
iated with the International Printing Press- 
men's Union, which is affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, and fur- 
ther, that the appeal of your body 
against the instructions of the President 
of the A. F. of L., to seat delegates from 
Local No. 67, cannot be recognized or 
referred to the San Francisco Conven- 
tion, unless the Chicago Federation of 
Labor in the meantime complies with the 
Constitution of the American Federation 
of Labor covering this particular case. 
Fraternally yours, 
(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS. 
President American Federation of Labor. 

On September 28th he wrote as fol- 
lows: 

WASHINGTON, D. C, Sept. 28, 1904. 
Mr. E. N. Nockels, Secretary Chicago 
Federation of Labor, Chicago, 111: 

Dear Sir and Brother:— Among other 
matters receiving the attention of the 
Executive Council at Its meeting held in 
this city last week, was the complaint 
made by the United Association of Plumb- 
ers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam 
Fitters' Helpers, against your Federation 
of Labor, by reason of your having seated 
delegates from Steam Fitters' Local 
Union which has refused to comply with 
the decision of the Boston Convention of 
the A. F. of L, to become a part of the 
United Association. 

The Executive Council directed that 
your attention be called to the fact that 
you are recognizing an antagonistic or- 
ganization, in violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Under date of June 14, 1904, a circular 
was sent to the Central Bodies through- 
out the country, yours included, in which 
attention was called to the danger which 
menaces the trade union movement of 
the country, by aiding and encouraging 
of antagonistic action on the part of Cen- 
tral Bodies towards the laws, principles 
and policies of the A. F. of L., and that 
disintegration was threatened, where 
unity should be the watch-word. The 
Executive Council expected compliance 
with the latter, and earnestly requested 
same. It finds Itself confronted with the 
alternative of now asking the Central 
Bodies to comply with the decision of 
the Boston Convention, and that the Con- 
stitution of the A. F. of L. be enforced. 
And that unless the same Is enforced 
by your Federation of Labor, on or before 
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the first of November, 1904, the Charter 
of your Central Body must be revoked. 

Earnestly hoping that there wift be no 
necessity for such extreme measures, 
but that your Central Body will -recog- 
nize the advisibility of conforming to 
the requirements of the Constitution of 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
asking you to advise me in regard there- 
to, I am 

Fraternally yours, 

(Signed.) SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

President American Federation of Labor. 

A careful perusal of these documents 
will show that the charter of the Chicago 
Federation of Labor was revoked by the 
action of the Executive Council prior to 
September 28th, "by reason of the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor having seated 
delegates from the Steam Fitters' Local 
Union, which has refused to comply with 
the decision of the Boston Convention of 
the A. F. of L. to become a part of the 
United Association," the date of revoca- 
tion being set for November 1st, and 
the information being conveyed to the 
Chicago Federation under date of Sep- 
tember 28 th. 

That in the meantime the alternative 
was given the Chicago Federation of 
Labor of complying with the constitu- 
tion of the A. F. of L. That the charter 
was not revoked because of the refusal 
of the Chicago Federation to seat Local 
Union No. 57 of the International Print- 
ing Pressmen's Union, although that au- 
thority might have been exercised by the 
Executive Council. A telegram having 
been sent from Denver by President 
Gompers to the Secretary of the Chicago 
Federation notifying him that the char- 
ter had been revoked, and that as soon 
as the decision of the Executive Council 
was complied with the charter would be 
restored, the impression has been given 
that final action on this case was taken 
by the Executive Council while en route 
to San Francisco. Such was* not the 
case. The telegram was sent for the 
purpose of reiterating to the Chicago 
Federation the means by which the 
charter could be restored. 

Complaint having been made against 
the Chicago Federation of Labor; the 
law concerning the admission of affili- 
ated bodies being clear; the fact that the 
delegates from the National Association 
were admitted to and retained In the 
Council of the Chicago Federation, not- 
withstanding the revocation of the char- 



ter of the National Association, being 
conceded, the Executive Council acted 
within its constitutional rights and only 
performed a duty imposed upon it by the 
American Federation of Labor, when it 
revoked the charter of the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Labor. It has been very pa- 
tient, although persistent in this case. 
We recommend that the action of the 
Executive Council in revoking the char- 
ter of the Chicago Federation of Labor 
be indorsed. 

Fifth— It was stated to your committee 
by delegates resident in Chicago that 
they believed if more time was given the 
Chicago Federation to arrange internal 
differences, that body would ultimately 
comply with the law and the decision 
of the Executive Council. 

In view of this statement and the great 
magnitude of the interests involved, we 
recommend that a stay of execution of 
the judgment of the Executive Council 
shall obtain for thirty days from this 
date; that the delegate from the Chicago 
Federation of Labor be seated; that 
the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor proceed to Chicago 
as soon as possible after the adjournment 
of this Convention and endeavor to im- 
press upon the Chicago Federation of 
Labor the necessity of complying with 
the law, and that if the Chicago Feder- 
ation of Labor fails to comply with the 
law and the decision of the Executive 
Council within the specified time, its 
charter shall stand revoked in accord- 
ance with the decision of the Council. 

It is hereby understood that this stay 
of execution shall not reopen the case or 
be considered In any manner a reversal 
of the decision of the Executive Coun- 
cil. 

Sixth— We recommend that the Com- 
mittee on Law be instructed to report 
such amendments to Section 8 of Article 
XII of the Constitution as will make 
clear the method of complaint against 
and trial of local unions by Central 
Bodies and whether or not Central Labor 
Unions shall have the right to hear and 
determine charges against local unions 
affiliated with National or International 
bodies on matters concerning trade af- 
fairs of their respective crafts. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. B. WILSON, Chairman. 

JOS. W. MORTON, Secretary. 
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Delegate Downey moved that the re- 
port of the committee be adopted. 

The motion was seconded by Delegate 
Dold, and carried by a unanimous vote 
of the convention. 

President Gompers— The report of the 
committee seats Delegate Schardt. 

Delegate Max Morris— A representative 
of the Western Federation of Miners 
wishes to appear before this convention 
in order to tender to you their best 
wishes and their appreciation of what 
you have done for them. I therefore 
move that the hour of ten o'clock Tues- 
day morning be set aside to hear the rep- 
resentative. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Permisson was asked by the Commit- 
tee on Grievances to refer Resolution No. 
108 to the Committee on Resolutions. 
The request of the committee was 
granted. 

The report of the Committee on Griev- 
ances was made a special order of busi- 
ness for two o'clock P. M., Tuesday. 

Permission was granted the Committee 
on Boycotts to refer Resolution No. 65 
to the Committee on Grievances. 

Vice-President Duncan obtained the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolution No. 164.— By Delegate James 
Duncan of the Granite Cutters' National 
Union: 

LrJSOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby records with regret that since 
our last annual meeting the Grim 
Reaper has removed from the scene of 
mortal activity our staunch co-worker 
and sterling friend John Phillips, Na- 
tional Secretary of the Hatters r Union 
of North America; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor Is 
hereby instructed to notify the Hatters' 
National Union of this action by this 
Convention. 

The resolution was adopted by a unani- 
mous vote of the Convention. 



The following telegram from Hon. 
John W. Foster, former Secretary of 
State, of the United States was read: 
Samuel Gompers, President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 
Arbitration treaties with France, Ger- 
many, England, Mexico and other pow- 
ers will be sent to the Senate in Decem- 
ber. Can you get them endorsed by the 
American Federation of Labor? 

(Signed) JOHN W. FOSTER. 
President Gompers— The Secretary will 
incorporate the communication in the 
proceedings, and refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
communication: 

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 19, 1904. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-fourth Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, Lyric 
Hall, 'City: 
Dear Sirs and Brothers:— The San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council extends to you a 
cordial invitation to visit that body at 
its regular meeting on Friday evening, 
November 26th, at 1159 Mission street. 

With best wishes for the progress and 
success of the work of the Convention. 
We remain, 

Fraternally, 
JOHN O. WALSH. President. 
R. I. WTSLER, Secretary. 
San Francisco Labor Council. 

At the request of Delegate Golden Sec- 
retary Morrison read the following tele- 
gram: 

FALL RIVER, Mass., Nov. 18, 1904. 
John Golden, President U. T. W., Care 
A. F. of L. Convention, San Francisco: 

Express our sincere and heartfelt 
thanks to Convention for generous ac- 
tion. Victory now appears to be in sight 
JAS. TANSEY, 
President Textile Council. 

The Convention was then adjourned to 
two o'clock P. M. 
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The Convention was called to order at 
2 o'clock P. M., President Gompers In 
the Chair. 

Absentees— Butterworth, Baura, Nelson, 
Farreli, Mahoney (T. J.), Smith (J. W.), 
Hutchinson, Pattison, Heron, Weber, 
Miller, Mason, Dix, Quick, Mahon, Ma- 
loney (P.), Powell, Morgan, Trip- 
lets Madoen, Husted, Seaward, Ma- 
loney (R. S.), Michel, Porter, Harris (R. 
Fj, La very (Jas. A.), Ward, Hudson (M. 
T.), Dunn (J. P.), Hudson (Fred), Payne, 
O'Shea (Dennis), Morris (W. D.), Burke, 
Murray, Hyde, Coffey, Patterson, Dunn 
(M T.), Edmonson. Daley (J. J.), Ca- 
tania, Bailey, Pillsbury. BelL Keefe 
(M. O.), Damozonio, Schilling, Hudson 
(M. T.), Morey, Dowd. 

Delegate Lee M. Hart, for the special 
committee on a portion of the President's 
report, submitted the following: 

BAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 21, 1904. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 

Your special commttee to whch was re- 
ferred that portion of the President's 
report relating to the printers* eight- 
hour day, beg to report as follows 

We have had before us the President of 
the International Typograhical Union, 
and we find that the movement for the 
eight-hour day for the book and job 
printers of the United States and Canada 
was lnagurated at the Cincinnati Con- 
vention of the International Typographi- 
cal Union, held in 1902, that it was fur- 
ther considered at the Washington Con- 
vention, held in 1903, and that at the' St. 
Louis Convention, held in August of this 
year, it was decided that the eight-hour 
day should be enforced on January 1st, 
1906, and that for the financial support 
of this movement an assessment of one- 
half of one* per cent should be levied on 
the earnings of all of the members of the 
International Typographical Union. 

This plan was submitted to a referen- 
dum vote, as provided by the laws of the 
International Typographical Union, and 
President Lynch informs your committee 
that the proposition received a majority 
of more than fourteen thousand votes. 
Therefore, the assessment will become 
effective on January 1st, 1905, and on 



January 1st, 1906, effort will be made to 
put the eight-hour day into effect. 

We are also informed that there is an 
association of commercial printers en- 
titled the United Typothetae of America, 
the employers' association. That the offi- 
cers of the International Typographical 
Union have made effort to secure an 
agreement with the United Typothetae 
under which the eight-hour day for book 
and Job printers would become effective, 
and that the employers' association has 
thus far refused to enter into such an 
agreement. We are furthermore in- 
formed that the United Typotheae of 
America is at present accumulating a de- 
fense fund in order that the eight-hour 
day enforcement may be combatted. It 
is hoped by the employers to gather 
together at least $500,000. 

In view of the above your committee 
would recommend: 

First— That the American Federation of 
Labor approve and endorse the move- 
ment under way by the International 
Typographical Union for an eight-hour 
day for the book and job printers of the 
United States and Canada, and pledge to 
the support of this movement both moral 
and financial assistance. 

Second— That if at any time after Jan- 
uary 1st, 1906, the International Typo- 
graphical Union desires the financial 
support of the American Federation of 
Labor, and if after investigation by the 
Executive Council such financial support 
is found, necessary in order to insure 
victory to the printers, the Executive 
Council shall levy the constitutional as- 
sessment on afflillated bodies, this asses- 
ment to continue for such length of time 
as In the judgment of the Executive 
Council may be necessary. 

Third — Your committee recommends 
that a committee of five members be ap- 
pointed to act with the Executive Coun- 
cil in furthering the eight-hour day for 
the book and Job printers. 

And we desire to conclude this report 
by extending to the International Typo- 
graphical Union the hearty well wishes 
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of the American Federation of Labor for 
the success of the printers' eight-hour 
project. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
REZIN ORR, Chairman. 
C. E. SCHMIDT, 
HARRY D. THOMAS, 
WM. PENJE, 
H. J. WENDELKEN, 
P. J. DONNELLY, 
R BRAUNSCHWEIG, 
M. J. SULLIVAN. 
LEE M. HART, Secretary, 

Delegate Lavery moved that the re- 
port be received and the recommenda- 
tions of the committee concurred In. 
(Seconded.) 

Vice-President Duncan spoke at some 
length on the resolution, and said in part: 

Did the committee consider that be- 
tween now and the time this action Is to 
be taken by the Typographical Union an- 
other Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor will be held? Has this 
Convention the right to regulate finan- 
cial matters which may not go into effect 
until after the next Convention? It 
would be a mistake for this Convention 
to pass that resolution, and then perhaps 
have the next Convention take action 
that will not be along the same line. I 
am heart and soul in the movement for 
the eight-hour day, too much so, In fact, 
to see the printers' organization form 
their policy upon such action as this. 
This Convention cannot pass laws to gov- 
ern the next Convention. My only rea- 
son for arising at this time is to have 
the atmosphere cleared so that the dele- 
gates may Inform their organization 
what support they may receive from the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Lynch of the International 
Typographical Union, said, in part: 

"We have not a great deal of fear of the 
point raised by Vice-President Duncan. 
We do not want one dollar from the 
American Federation of Labor until after 
the first of January, 1906; but we want 
the endorsement of the Convention now 
to help us during the coming year. Prior 
to the next Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor the Typothetae will 
hold a convention. We want to go be- 
fore that convention with the labor or- 
ganizations of the country behind us In 
this eight-hour movement so that the 
employers will know they have to meet, 



not only the International Typographical 
Union, but that they will have to face the 
united labor organizations of the United 
States and Canada. And resolutions 
pledging your good will are not enough; 
these resolutions must include the assur- 
ance of the organizations represented here 
that their endorsement will be backed 
up by their money. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Delegate Grimes, for the Committee on 
Credentials, reported as follows: 

Your Committee on Credentials has a 
credential properly signed and sealed 
from the Interior Freight Handlers and 
Warehousemen's International Union, 
naming J. E. Kentzeli of San Francisco 
as a delegate to represent that organiza- 
tion. We recommend that he be seated. 
Respectfully submitted,^ 
JOHN T. DEMPSEY, Chairman. 
GEORGE MACKEY, 
JAS. F. GRIMES, Secretary. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted and the delegate seated. 

Delegate Grimes, for the Auditing Com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 

San Francisco, November 21, 1904. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen: The undersigned, ap- 
pointed to audit the financial affairs of 
the Federation, beg leave to submit the 
following report: 

The greater part of our work as a 
committee was performed In Washing- 
ton, D. C, at the Federation Head- 
quarters, and your committee takes oc- 
casion at this time to say that the as- 
sistance rendered the committee in the 
furtherance of Its duties by the clerical 
force at the general office was court- 
eously and promptly tendered, for 
which your committee expresses its 
appreciation. 

We find the books and accounts of 
the Federation In good shape and ex- 
cellently kept. 

The total income of the Federation 
from all sources from October 1, 1903, 
to September 30, 1904, inclusive, was 
$220,995.97, divided as follows: 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



182 



REPORT OP PROCEEDINGS 



By per capita 

tax $136,941.74 

By supplies 17,293.04 

By Federationist. 32,639.89 

By Defense Fund 33,722.65 
By premium on 

bonds 398.75 

By bal. on hand 

Oct. 1, 1903 86,013.12 

Total 

Total expenses, divided as 

follows: 

General $156,916.63 

Federationist .... 30,699.92 
Defense Fund . . . 15,972.00 
Premium on bonds 402.60 



$307,009.09 



Total 



$203,991.15 



snowing a balance on hand 

Oct. 1, 1904 $103,017.94 

RECAPITULATION. 



Total income... 
Total expense.. 



.$307,009.09 
. 203.991.15 



Bal. on hand Oct. 1, 1904... $103,017.94 

We also find the bank books to cor- 
respond with the above 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN T. DEMPSEY, Chairman, 
GEORGE MACKEY, 
JAMES F. GRIMES, Secretary. 

On motion the report of the com* 
mittee was adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read a communi- 
cation from Mayor John M. Hancock, 
of Niagara Falls, inviting the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to hold Its 
next Convention in that city. He 
stated that an auditorium capable of 
seating one thousand people would be 
placed at the disposal of the Conven- 
tion without cost. 

Similar communications were read 
from the City Clerk of Niagara, and 
from the Bureau of Publicity. 

Secretary Morrison read the follow- 
ing telegrams: 

FORT WORTH, Texas, Nov. 21, 1904. 
Sam'l Gompers, A. F. of L. Convention 
Hall, San Francisco: 
Greetings on behalf of the Team- 
sters. You are invited to meet in 
Texas nineteen five. 

JACK THOMPSON, 

Sec'y 65 I. R of T. 



FORT WORTH, Texas, Nov. 20, 1904. 
Samuel Gompers, President American 
Federation of Labor: 
We want the next Convention in 
Fort Worth. 

BREWERY WORKERS No. 182. 
M. J. BOHAN, Sec'y. 

Delegate Max Morris obtained the 
unanimous consent of the Convention 
to the introduction of the following 
resolution: 

Resolution No. 155. — By Delegates 
Roady Kenehan, John Mitchell, L. A. 
Tanquary, Samuel Yarnell, Max Morris 
and Thomas I. Kidd: 

WHEREAS, The Governor of Colo- 
rado acting with the Citizens' Alliance 
in its fight on Labor Organizations of 
that State has exhausted every form 
of oppression and persecution. 

They have torn men from their fam- 
ilies, imprisoned them in bull pens and 
deported them, not only to other coun- 
ties, but to other States. 

They have set aside every Constitu- 
tional provision that guarantees the 
citizen the right to liberty, and try to 
restore the condition of serfdom that 
obtained in the Middle Ages; and 

WHEREAS, The people of the State 
of Colorado, not withstanding that they 
voted for the Republican candidate for 
President, yet set the seal of condem- 
nation on Governor Peabody and his 
methods by defeating him, thus show- 
ing clearly that adherents of all parties 
united against him; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Peabody has 
declared that he will not abide by the 
decision of the majority of the people 
of Colorado, and threatens to engage 
in civil war if he cannot usurp the 
place of Governor for another term; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, that we condemn in most un- 
measured terms this threat of setting 
aside of all right and justice by this 
minion of the Citizens' Alliance, who 
"dressed with a little brief authority," 
tries to make himself a military dicta- 
tor, and we extend to the people of 
Colorado our sympathy in being af- 
flicted with an executive who has not 
the saving grace of stepping down and 
out after having been summarily re- 
pudiated by them. 

Delegate Brady of the Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers moved the adoption 
of the resolution. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Yarnell spoke in favor of the 
resolution, and described at some length 
the conditions in Colorado. 

The motion to adopt the resolution was 
then carried by a unanimous vote. 

Delegate Kemper, for the Committee 
on Treasurer's Report, read the report 
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of the Treasurer contained In the first 
day's proceedings, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Delegate John R. O'Brien, for the Com- 
mittee on Labels, reported as follows: 

WOMEN'S LABEL LEAGUE. 
For some time past correspondence has 
been had with some of the representa- 
tives of the Women's International Union 
Label League. The opinion expressed by 
some of its oflBciais is to the effect that 
much better results could be accomplished 
in the interests of the working people 
if the organization was remodeled and its 
purposes directed as the following sug- 
gested title would imply: "Women's 
Auxiliary International Union of 
America." We cordially attest our ap- 
preciation of the splendid work performed 
by the existing organization, but if it 
shall be manifest to the women who 
sympathize and who are co-operating 
with us to advance the interests of labor 
that a change of programme or of detail 
and of title is prompted by their judg- 
ment and experience, and that a change 
of title should be made, surely they will 
meet with our hearty approval and en- 
dorsement, and that we will in turn do 
what lies in our power to make their 
efforts and their organization most ef- 
fective. 

The committee reported favorably on 
that part of the President's report re- 
ferred to the Committee on Labels. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

Resolution No. 43.— By Delegates 
Sarah Hagan and Nathan Wolff, of the 
United Garment Workers of America: 

WHEREAS, The International Retail 
Clerks' Protective Association has 
adopted and Is now using a store-card 
which they furnish to merchants who 
employ clerks, members of their or- 

fanlzatlon, the same to be Placed In 
heir windows announcing that the 
- store in displaying said card is a 
"union store;" and 

WHEREAS, The display of said card 
is misleading, it being altogether too 
sweeping as the literal interpreta- 
tion of the term "union store would 
Imply that all merchandise sold there 
was strictly union made; and 

WHEREAS, Such condition of affairs 
has proven a detriment to all trades 
unions manufacturing a product bear- 
ing a union label and given an op- 
portunity to firms displaying said 
card of palming off unfair goods; 
therefore be it 



RESOLVED, That pie Twenty- fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor shall and does 
hereby request that the International 
Retail Clerks' Protective Association to 
change the wording of said store-card 
to meet with the sentiment of this 
resolution. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Interna- 
tional Retail Clerks' Protective Associa- 
tion and the International Garment 
Workers of America. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 140.— By Delegates 
Santiago Igleslas and Esteban Padllla, 
of the Porto Rico Unions: 

WHEREAS, The Porto Rlcan dele- 
gates submit for consideration in this 
Convention the important economical 
question directly affecting the Agri- 
cultural Workers of Porto Rico, refer- 
ring to the buying of conee in Porto 
Rico by the members of the American 
Federation of Labor all over the 
United States and Canada; and 

WHEREAS, It is absolutely right to 
ask and secure effective protection to 
tne Porto Rico coffee among the 
united American workingmen, as it 
protects our brother coffee workers of 
Porto Rico; and 

WHEREAS, In the Twenty-second 
Annual Convention, your Committee 
on Resolutions advise that the organ- 
ized coffee producers and workmen use 
the label of the A. F. of L. to distin- 
guish their product and further 
recommend that the purchasers of cof- 
fee give their preference to the cof- 
fees bearing said label; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor give absolute 
recognition and protection to the cof- 
fee of Porto Rico to be consumed or 
bought by all the union workingmen 
in the United States and give truth 
and protection to the coffee of Porto 
Rico over the coffee from foreign 
countries among trades unions. 

The committee recommended that this 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 153.— By Delegate Ma- 
son Thomas of the Paper Box Workers' 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Paper Box Workers* 
International Union has adopted a 
Label; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled be requested to endorse the same 
and request all affiliated unions to see 
that all union-made goods be packed 
in union-made paper boxes, bags and 
envelopes, also on all novelties (paper). 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred In. 
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The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred In. 

Delegate Frank K. Foster, for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 

As Resolution No. 2, Introduced by the 
International Longshoremen's Associa- 
tion, was withdrawn no action was taken 
by the committee. 

Resolution No. 85.— By Delegate Jas. G. 
Cain of the Photo-Engravers' Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment, through its various £i»rt- 
ments contracts for fully one million 
dollars' worth of photo-engraving 
yearly; and 

WHEREAS, A large percentage of 
contracts is secured by firms working 
under non-union conditions; therefore 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council and the Legislative Committee 
of the American Federation of Labor 
use their good offices to secure the 
adoption of a law by Congress es- 
tablishing a Bureau of Photo-Engrav- 
ing, on lines similar to the other 
branches of the printing trades. 

Referred to Executive Council with 
recommendation that Legislative Com- 
mittee be instructed to carry the spirit 
of the resolve into effect, i. e„ that is 
that the photo-engraving for the govern- 
ment be done under the system of direct 
employment. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 92.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, The sending of fraternal 
delegates to the Trades Union Con- 
gresses of Great Britain and of Canada 
has resulted in moral and material 
gains to the labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, The capitalist class of 
Germany has become the foremost 
competitor of the capitalist class of 
America in almost every industrial 
pursuit making a closer contact of 
organized labor of Germany and of 
America very desirable; and 

WHEREAS. The German Trades 
Unions at their Congresses expressed 
reeret that no American delegates were 
present to more fully bring into accord 
the American and European workers in 
tneir common efforts for a broader 
civilization; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
elect one Fraternal Delegate to the 
next German Trades Union Congress. 

The committee recommended that ac- 
tion be deferred until arrangement can 



be completed for convenient and recip- 
rocal representation. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 100.— By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger of the International 
Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, In the case of letting a 
contract for a twenty-million gallon 
pumping engine for the city of Mil- 
waukee, Wis., the eight-hour clause 
was declared unconstitutional by a 
lower court, upon a lawsuit brought 
by a Milwaukee representative of the 
Parry organization; and 

WHEREAS, If the case is left in the 
status quo it may also result in school 
building and other work being done 
in Milwaukee on a ten-hour basis here- 
after; and 

WHEREAS. Neither the Machinists' 
Unions of Milwaukee nor the Feder- 
ated Trades Council of Milwaukee have 
money enough to follow the case up 
further and to appeal the same to the 
higher courts; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor authorize and instruct the in- 
coming Executive Council to secure a 
sufficient sum to test the validity of 
the eight-hour ordinance for public 
work in the City of Milwaukee and 
thereby not only relieve the situation 
there, but also establish a test case for 
other clues. 

The committee concurred in the action 
testing the validity of the act, and re- 
ferred the subject matter back to the 
metal trades interested. 

Delegate Wilson— As a representative of 
one of the metal trades, I move that the 
resolution be recommitted to the com- 
mittee, in order that the metal trades can 
get together and decide on some things, 
as we did not have an opportunity to 
appear before the committee. 

Vice-President Duncan— As far as the 
committee is concerned, we are willing 
to include that In our recommendation, 
but without the financial end of it. 

President Gompers— The Committee on 
Resolutions recommends that the expres- 
sion of sympathy with the organization 
in its efforts to test the validity of that 
law as applied to that contract is con- 
cerned, be approved, but that so far as 
financial expenditure is concerned it must 
be referred to organized labor in Wis- 
consin. 

Delegate Berger— I would at least like 
to see It referred to the national organi- 
zations of the trades interested. 

Vice-President Duncan— The committee 
has no objection to that, but there is 
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nothing in the resolution bearing on that 
However, if you wish it, we will refer it 
to the metal trades. 

The recommendation of the committee 
as amended was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 103.— By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger of the International 
Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, The unprecedented con- 
centration of wealth in the United 
States and the rapid development of 
the trusts in almost every branch of 
Industry make it obvious that capital- 
Ism will soon reach its culmination 
point, and will have to make room for 
another phase of civilization; and 

WHEREAS, It is evident that this 
nation is destined to take the lead in 
this grand struggle for better condi- 
tions and higher culture; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED. That we hereby recom- 
mend to all organisations affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
to have their members study the eco- 
nomic conditions, to have lectures upon 
these subjects in their lodge rooms 
and at the meetings set apart for this 
purpose, and to do everything In their 
power for the enllghtment and in- 
tellectual advancement of the prole- 
tariat. 

The committee made the following rec- 
ommendation: 

The committee concurs, with the amend- 
ment that the first "Whereas" be stricken 
out, and that the word "the" be substi- 
tuted for the word "this" in tTie third line 
of the second paragraph. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Foster announced that the 
resolution as amended by the committee 
would read as follows: 

WHEREAS, It Is evident that this na- 
tion is destined to take the lead in the 
grand struggle for better conditions and 
higher culture; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we hereby recom- 
mend to all organizations affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor to 
have their members study the economic 
conditions, to have lectures upon these 
subjects in their lodge rooms and at the 
meetings set apart for this purpose, and 
to do everything in their power for the 
enlightenment and intellectual advance- 
ment of the proletariat. 

Delegate Barnes— It would be interest- 
ing to myself as well as to others to 
know why the committee disagrees with 
the first "Whereas" of that resolution. 
Why do they object to a recital of the 
facts contained in that section of the 
resolution? 



Delegate Sarman— I object to the word 
"capitalism." There can be no danger 
to labor in capital. There never will be 
any danger from the capitalist until he 
secures a monopoly. I object to that one 
word because it expresses something we 
do not mean. How would it hurt anyone 
of us, or all of us, to become heirs to 
ten thousand dollars? 

President Gompers— The Chair is not in 
a position to state. 

Delegate Sarman— It is monopoly that 
hurts, and that is why I make a distinc- 
tion between monopoly and capital. The 
danger comes when a man obtains a 
monopoly. Until he does obtain such a 
monopoly he is not a danger to the 
community. 

■ Delegate Lavery— Do not let us preach 
one thing and practice another. I be- 
lieve the striking out of that part of the 
resolution should be taken up and acted 
upon. 

Delegate Max Hayes— I am In favor of 
the adoption of the report of the commit- 
tee, and satisfied with the resolution 
with the preamble stricken out. To my 
mind it Is immaterial whether or not the 
delegates assembled here agree upon the 
general proposition contained in that pre- 
amble, that capitalism is centralizing so 
rapidly and that trusts are securing con- 
trol of the resources of this nation. 
Those who have made a careful study 
of the development of the present in- 
dustrial system know that such is the 
case. They know that trusts have se- 
cured control of more than two-thirds 
of all the manufacturing capital of the 
United States, as well as practically the 
whole of the distributing capital In- 
vested in transportation and means of 
communication. The striking out of the 
preamble does not obliterate that fact. 
It Is here, and, whether you desire It or 
not, it will remain after this Convention 
adjourns, and it will confront you at fu- 
ture Conventions and between now and 
the next Convention in the conditions as 
we understand them and as we meet them 
through our organizations In attempting 
to better our conditions or in attempting 
to block further encroachments of this 
aggregation of capital centralized In 
trusts and combinations. 

The point I agree with, that Is, the 
opening of the doors of the union 
rooms to a full discussion of economic 
questions is sufficient at this time. I 
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know that many of the delegates here 
expected that when some of us who 
are classed as "dreamers" came to this 
Convention we would proceed along 
practically the same lines we have at 
previous Conventions and introduce 
resolutions to endorse the principles of 
Socialism. 

We have had some very interesting- 
discussions in the Conventions of the 
past. Usually the delegates agreed 
they were among the most interesting 
discussions of the Convention. In the 
Boston Convention something like a 
day and a half was consumed in the 
discussion of political subjects, so far 
as Socialism was concerned. I likewise 
recall the fact that the Boston daily 
press, as well as the newspapers 
throughout the length and breadth ot 
this land, printed under glaring head- 
lines the announcement that Socialism 
had been stamped out; the Socialist had 
been crushed to smithereens, and then 
giving garbled accounts of what trans- 
pired. After that Convention political 
capital was made for the party of the 
trusts — the Republican party — an ex- 
cerps of speeches made were pasted 
upon dead walls in places where they 
feared the growing power of the move- 
ment. But despite every effort that 
was made, and despite the assertion 
that the Socialists had been kicked out 
of the Convention, during the past 
year, without the aid or consent of the 
Republican or Democratic parties, or 
any or all of the delegates opposed to 
Socialism — and indirectly the parties 
of the capitalistic class — we went into 
the campaign and doubled and trebled 
the votes of the Socialist party. 

I recall an unpleasant incident that 
occurred in Boston. While our worthy 
Chairman was applauded during the 
reading of his report no objection was 
made, but when some of the people in 
the galleries applauded some of the 
sentiments I expressed objection was 
made. Then for the first time, to my 
knowledge, in a Labor Convention, and 
especially in Fanuel Hall, Boston, the 
galleries were cleared by the President 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
which did not strike me as illustrating 
the generally broad view we ought to 
take of the matter. 

What I want to make clear is that 
although the statement was sent out 
that the Socialists were crushed by the 



Boston Convention, so far as the rank 
and file of the labor movement of the 
United States is concerned the edict of 
the Boston Convention had practically 
no effect, as was proven on the eighth 
day of November. Perhaps it will re- 
quire but one or two more such crush- 
ing defeats as that administered to 
the Socialists in Boston until our party 
will sweep throughout the length and 
breadth of the land and enable us to 
elect our own people to the offices to 
enact law in the interest of the people. 

We care not what the act of this or 
any other Convention is in regard to 
such resolutions. We cannot help but 
understand, especially during the past 
campaign, that the mere resolutions 
that are adopted or rejected do not 
spread the propaganda of Socialism; 
but that it is the constant, continuous 
agitation carried on by the Socialist 
element, so-called, by the radical ele- 
ment, if you please by the "dreamers" 
among their fellow workers and the 
diffusion of education that produces 
Socialists, and that alone. 

All that I have to ask is that the 
doors of the union rooms be opened to 
a full and complete study of economic 
questions. Once the men and the 
women in the labor movement begin to 
understand the conditions as explained 
by the Socialists we will take our 
chances; there will be no fear on our 
part but that the working class, the 
mass of the people of this country, will 
rise to the occasion and stand together 
as compactly and as conscientiously on 
the day of election as they do' through- 
out the year. 

I believe that during the past year I 
have spoken before as many labor 
unions in this country as most of the 
delegates here, and I know what Is 
taking place in the minds of the men 
who labor. While some of our respect- 
ed officials may deny the apparent and 
plain fact that the workers are think- 
ing along the lines we desire, yet It is 
true that a revolution of thought is 
taking place now in the minds of the 
rank and file of the trade union move- 
ment of this country. So far as I am 
concerned as an individual, . so far as 
any other Socialist is concerned, In the 
next two or three years, without the 
slightest doubt, the rank and file will 
have become so thoroughly Impreg- 
nated with the principles of Socialism 
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that a great many of the leaders who 
pose as having been appointed guar- 
dians, perhaps, of the working class, 
will either get in line with their con- 
stituents or perhaps they will go up 
in the afr. Now that may be construed 
as a threat, but it is my individual 
opinion. I will say, however, it is not 
for me or for any other Socialist to dic- 
tate what shall be done by the rank 
and file. We have no power over them, 
but if the rank and file discovers that 
their chosen leaders do not move along 
with them but rather come trailing 
along at the tail end of the procession, 
that rank and file — being human — will 
undoubtedly declare that they want 
somebody to keep pace with them, to 
be at the front, to be really and truly 
the leaders. So I say to you, that so 
far as we are individually concerned, 
we who perhaps have been in the 
minority for a number of years, and 
may still be in the minority for a num- 
ber of years to come, have been op- 
posed, not merely by the common 
enemy, by the capitalists who wields 
tae blacklist upon every possible occa- 
sion, especially against those who de- 
clare for political independence, and 
who have likewise been ridiculed and 
denounced because we were the inslg- 
nlflcent minority and therefore not 
quite respectable, but by others. It 
does not always require an extraor- 
dinary amount of nerve to follow the 
big show, the big procession. I know 
that most of the delegates here are 
opposed to us on this political prin- 
ciple; and it does take some little nerve 
to stand out and fight the majority 
when you believe it is wrong. To 
merely fall in line with the big mob is 
popular. You delegates yourselves 
have been compelled to admit that you 
have secured no benefits from the great 
dominant political parties of the day. 
What we have secured has not been 
with the aid or consent of the old 
parties; but because we. organized and 
with the strike and boycott made the 
fight against the capitalist class. To 
still further benefit ourselves as work- 
ers we should carry our industrial 
fight to the political field and oppose 
the same class against whom we wage 
our fight the year round. 

We must imitate the example, not 
merely of the workers of Continental 
Europe, but the example of the workers 



of Australia and Great Britain. You 
elect Fraternal Delegates and send 
them abroad to attend — what? The 
British Trades Congress, a political 
body, a body in which more politics 
than trade unionism is discussed. Yet 
we pretend in this country that we are 
following in the footsteps of the Brit- 
ish workers, when to-day more than a 
million men and women are levying an 
assessment upon themselves for the 
purpose of electing from their own 
ranks members to the House of Par- 
liament, and of that number fully two- 
thirds or three-fourths who have al- 
ready been nominated in the various 
districts are Socialist members of the 
trade unions. 

So we are practically isolated as a 
labor movement in attempting to make 
people believe we do not take part in 
political matters. Still we introduce 
bills in Congress, only to have them 
pigeon-holed by the gentlemen who 
are controlled by the two old capitalis- 
tic parties. Year after year, despite 
all of our lobbying, the annual 
addresses made by the President and 
the Executive Council point out the 
fact that we have failed to secure even 
those small concessions demanded at 
the hands of Congress. 

Certainly we have failed because we 
have elected corporation lawyers and 
other capitalists to both branches of 
Congress; and after having elected them 
we actually have the audacity to appeal 
to them to enact laws against their own 
class interests and in the interests of the 
workers. If the lobby committee in 
Washington was abolished and the money 
thus spent turned into educational chan- 
nels for the purpose of showing the 
workers the actual conditions that exist, 
It would not be long until men from the 
trade union ranks would stand in the 
halls of Congress to make the fight there 
for our anti-Injunction and eight-hour 
bills, and for other bills in the interests 
of labor. 

As I said before, I am perfectly satis- 
fied that this education shall go on from 
now until we secure success at the polls— 
and success will come as surely as the 
sun rises Jn the east and sets in the 
west. 

We have been referred to as dreamers. 
It was Lowell who said that "The 
dreams that nations dream come true," 
and the dream of the Revolutionary 
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fathers was realized; the dream of the 
old Abolitionist was realized, and the 
dream of the modern Abolitionist, 
the Socialist, who desires not 
merely to free the land and knock 
the shackles from off the chattel 
slave, but to free the wage-workers of 
this country by abolishing the capitalist 
class, will likewise be realized, because 
the greatest co-operators in our move- 
ment are not necessarily the men from 
our own ranks, but the capitalists them- 
selves, for the Rockefellers, the Mor- 
gans and other multi-millionaires who 
are securing control of the resources of 
this land are doing more to develop 
Socialism in the ranks of working men 
than all the agitators between the At- 
lantic and the Pacific coasts. I simply 
say to these men, God speed you In your 
efforts to organize the industries of this 
nation into trusts, combinations and mo- 
nopolies. We will keep pace with you 
In organizing the workers in the new 
political party, and when the time is 
ripe, when monopoly has become perfect, 
then the new movement will sweep Into 
power, take control of the monopolies 
and operate them in the interests of the 
entire people. 

Delegate Frank K. Foster— The ques- 
tion was asked the committee by a dele- 
gate from the Cigar-Makers' Union as to 
why we recommended the elimination of 
the first "Whereas" from the resolution. 
Does the delegate, after listening to the 
address of my colleague, still ask that 
question? Has it not been made suffi- 
ciently evident by the remarks of my col- 
league? We beware of the Greeks bear- 
ing gifts, and the committee did not de- 
sire that this Convention should endorse 
a resolution the meaning of which might 
be susceptible of two constructions, and, 
as in the case of the resolution adopted 
In New Orleans, might be held up to an 
admiring world for the next twelve 
months as an evidence of the increase 
a political party had made in the trades 
union movement in America. 

No unskilled hand drew that first 
"Whereas." It Is true that we believe 
In discussion and are ready to submit to 
the verdict after the discussion has been 
held; but at least let us understand Just 
what Is meant by the declarations that 
are sought to be foisted upon us. So far 
as I am able to understand the meaning 
of the word "capitalism," It means a 
system under which men may possess 
capital, possess property. When the sys- 



tem of capitalism is abolished the indi- 
vidual may hold no property. This reso- 
lution, to sharply define the issue and 
to say what It really is Intended to con- 
vey to the outside world, should read that 
the system of the holding of private 
property has reached Its culminating 
point and must be followed by something 
else. It means that and nothing else. 
Tour committee is of the opinion that the 
delegates to this Convention are not yet 
so engulfed by the vaporous atmosphere 
of dreamland, so entirely under the in- 
fluence of illusive metaphysical dope that 
they are ready to proclaim a doctrine of 
that nature. 

To point the moral, my colleague agrees 
with the recommendation of the commit- 
tee, thoroughly in accord with the reso- 
lution as emasculated, and then proceeds 
to make a twenty-minutes' speech upon 
a subject whose proper place for discus- 
sion is upon a political platform and not 
in a convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. By experience we learn 
and have learned. I do not upon this oc- 
casion propose to enter into a discussion 
of that which is not properly before this 
body, to enter into a discussion of this 
Ism or that Ism; but I cannot help call- 
ing your attention to the particular kind 
of logic indulged In. The Repuollcan 
party has increased its vote during the 
past year three or four times as many 
thousands as the Socialist party, ergo, 
the trade union delegates must accept the 
doctrine of the big stick and a strong for- 
eign policy. The logic is just as evident 
and the conclusion Just as sound In the 
one case as In the other. 

We agree, and the delegates know we 
agree, with many of the counts in the 
social indictment; but it is the trades 
union movement that has brought the 
offender to the bar and has done the 
practical work of conviction of those who 
err in the administration of affairs, not 
by a resolution, not by a declaration, but 
by the patient process of slow endeavor 
and through years of education. One 
would suppose, to hear our friends who 
claim compose the university In the so- 
cial system, and who complacently look 
down upon the two million trades union- 
ists of America as not yet initiated into* 
the mysteries of their particular ism, 
that the trade union movement was not 
the product of discussion, that it has not 
won its way by maintaining its argu- 
ments, not by saying everybody else was 
an ignoramus. I, In my private Judg- 
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ment, believe just the reverse to be true, 
and that the trades union movement is 
the university of this education and tftat 
Socialism is still in the primary school. 

I want to call your attention to the fact 
that there are three distinct sections in 
this question, and that these three sec- 
tions are about to be confused. First, is 
the doctrine which you have just heard 
sound doctrine. Second, if it be sound 
doctrine, what are the best methods of 
developing it? Third, and most import- 
ant of all, is its place for discussion, for 
propaganda, in a trade union convention? 
That is the main Issue, I think, upon 
which all of the Judgments of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor have been ren- 
dered. I regret that our friends always 
find it necessary to insinuate that the 
motives of those who may dare to differ 
with them are insincere; that the dele- 
gates here -who believe in the trade union 
movement for the trade union are acuated 
by fear of the big leaders who are to be 
consigned to a Socialistic, co-operative 
damnation if they don't become converts 
to their propaganda. I don't believe that 
tone of argument advances any cause. 
Trade unionism has held its' own as a 
method of work; it has constructed a 
piece of machinery to do that work, and 
it is the oft reiterated declaration— and 
will be though the Socialist vote in- 
creases forty fold— that the trade union 
will do trade union work and not be in- 
corporated in any political ism. Socialist 
or otherwise. 

The members of the Committee on Reso- 
lutions knew what they were doing. 
They realized the utter inability of any 
power between the blue skies and the 
green fields to prevent Socialistic 
speeches being Interjected Into any place 
where the ear of the unthinking may be 
caught or where some capital may be 
made; but they wished to reduce that 
pleasing ceremony to the minimum of ex- 
pansion. "We believe we should confine 
ourselves to those things that belong 
properly In this Convention. It Is just as 
excusable for the Democrat or the Re- 
publican to show why and where the 
question of majorities should be consid- 
ered. 

This declaration was intended to be 
a declaration for the abolition of 
private property, and would be so con- 
sidered by our friends who disseminata 
public Information. Are not the doors 
of the unions always open for educa- 
tion? Then why this resolution? I 



am sure that my friend Duncan will 
agree with me that his fellow towns- 
man, the immortal Adams, would get 
up out of his grave and say, "You 
malign me when you appeal to me for 
any authority for the pernicious, un- 
American doctrine you have proclaimed 
to-day." What one of the Revolution- 
ary forefathers would deny the right 
to men in the new-born republic to 
accumulate capital and own their own 
homes, own that which they might 
legitimately acquire? The trade union 
movement is not against capital as 
such, but against the abuse of capital 
through special privileges. And the 
very reason that enables this counter- 
fire to be built is that our friends have 
sought to pervert the public opinion of 
the labor movement, that they have 
placed it in a false position and have 
given cause in that degree for dis- 
criminative and coercive methods. 

We appeal, not only to the fathers of 
the days gone by, but we appeal to the 
common-sense of America to-day to 
keep this organization for the work it 
was created to do, for the work it has 
struggled to achieve, and which it will 
perform in the days to come. 

Delegate W. D. Ryan — Mr. Chairman: 
I shall not take up much of the time of 
the Convention, and I shall not attempt 
to inflict any of my political opinions 
upon you. I agree with Secretary Fos- 
ter that no unskilled hand drew up that 
first whereas. I shall go farther and 
say that no unskilled hand drew up 
that entire resolution. I opposed it in 
the committee and I oppose it here, and 
shall exercise my right to vote against 
the report of the committee, although 
a member of the committee. I stated 
in the committee that the Intention of 
this resolution was to throw down the 
bars in all our local unions for the 
purpose of permitting a certain line 
of political discussion. I believe that 
my position has been thoroughly Justi- 
fied by the speech delivered by my 
friend Max Hayes. I cannot under- 
stand how any member of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions can oppose the 
statements made by Brother Hayes and 
support the resolution. I am sure I 
cannot. Those who wish to bring up 
political discussions In* our unions will 
point to this resolution, If adopted by 
this Convention, as their authority for 
so doing. I hope that this Convention 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



190 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



will not adopt the report of the com- 
mittee, and that it will bury the resolu- 
tion as deep as it is possible to bury 
it. 

Delegate Morris Brown — So far as I 
am concerned, it is immaterial whether 
the resolution is adopted as amended, 
or whether the delegates in this Con- 
vention vote it down. The time has 
passed in the trade union movement 
when political discussion can be pre- 
vented. Many of the delegates repre- 
senting organizations in this Conven- 
tion are responsible for a condition of 
that kind, and many of the members 
affiliated with the local unions and cen- 
tral bodies throughout the country give 
an opportunity to delegates to discuss 
poWtical questions. You will find that on 
many occasions delegates from differ- 
ent organizations, particularly men 
who represent organizations of men 
who are employed in public depart- 
ments In the various cities, continually 
come to us and complain against the 
outrageous treatment they receive from 
the authorities when they refuse to 
grant them the eight-hour day, to 
grant them pay for overtime and other 
things they are entitled to. There is 
ample opportunity for anyone who de- 
sires to discuss political economy on 
all occasions and to bring up political 
discussions of all the evils that exist. 
The opportunity to discuss political 
economy is given to local trade unions 
by the circulars sent out by different 
organizations in favor of one party 
or the other. You may pass a resolu- 
tion here to-day to not permit the dis- 
cussion of politics in your trade unions; 
but to-morrow when you return to 
your own locals your delegates will pass 
resolutions petitioning the State Legis- 
latures or the National Congress for 
some measure or another. 

Somebody claimed we are dreamers. 
We say it is a pleasant thing to have 
a pleasant dream, but the trouble is 
that many of you gentlemen have the 
nightmare instead of pleasant dreams. 
I believe the Socialists desire to keep 
the trade unions for the trade union- 
ists. I am a Socialist, but I oppose 
political action in the trade union 
movement, for this reason. I believe 
a Republican or a Democrat would 
have just as much right to discuss 
political economy and advocate his 
favorite theories in regard to it, as a 



Socialist has, but none of them have a 
right to force their political opinions 
on the workers that differ with them. 
I believe it is the opinion of every 
one of the delegates here who have the 
thought of Socialism upon their minds 
that, no matter how many resolutions 
you may vote down in this Convention 
or any other that is to follow, the prin- 
ciples of Socialism has taken roots in 
the minds of the members affiliated 
with organized labor, and, notwith- 
standing the fact that the teachings of 
political economy is oppos3d by many 
of the delegates here, no matter how 
many attempts are made to prevent the 
discussion of the same In the various 
local and central bodies, I can safely 
assert that possibly one-half of the 
members here who are entitled to vote 
or at least one-third of them, voted the 
Socialist ticket in the last election. 

Delegate Ramsay— When the ques- 
tion was asked of the Chairman of the 
committee why the first whereas was 
cut out I thought when he arose to 
answer he would tell us in a few words 
why that was done. The gentleman 
who asked the question spoke at some 
length, and the Chairman took occasion 
to censure him for taking up twenty 
minutes in discussing some Socialistic 
question. When the Chairman had 
spoken for twenty minutes or more he 
sat down, but he had not answered the 
question. I have not yet found out 
why that whereas was cut out. If it 
is a bad thing we ought to bury it, but 
if it is a good thing and was drawn by 
a skillful hand I would be in favor of 
presenting some beautiful California 
flowers to the gentleman who drew it 
up. - I wish we had more skillful 
drawers oh this floor. The day. is 
coming when the man who earns his 
bread by the sweat of his brow will 
not be characterized as a mere serf, 
but will be credited with having as 
much gray matter in his cranium as 
some of the fellows who wear better 
clothes and claim to belong to a better 
class. 

Some of the delegates have pro- 
claimed themselves as Socialists and 
others have taken great pleasure in 
disclaiming any connection with that 
society. For more than twenty years 
— because I commenced before I could 
vote— I thought I was a Democrat. I 
have held office — thanks to the labor- 
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ing people, and I did not forget them 
when I got there. The people* in that 
community were not Socialists as I un- 
derstand the term. It seems to me this 
question is not altogether Socialistic, 
and if it is a political question it will 
not hurt us. I heard the Socialists 
discussion in Boston, and was sur- 
prised to find myself classed with 
the Socialists. They were talking for 
some measures I thought would be 
good for the ordinary working man, 
that would raise the pay of the 
working man, and so I voted for 
them. I saw I was classed in the 
newspapers as a Socialist, although at 
tnat time I was a Democrat I am not 
going to tell you I voted for a Demo- 
cratic President this month, because I 
did not, and there are a whole lot 
others who did not Last year on the 
floor of the Convention when some 
brother made a complimentary refer- 
ence to our friend Roosevelt, I felt like 
they say Anarchists feel — I wanted to 
get up and stab him, or something of 
that sort, because I was a Democrat 
However,, if he continues improving for 
four years more I will be almost ready 
to vote for him, because I understand he 
has started out to investigate the Stand- 
ard Oil Company, and that is something I 
have wanted for a long time to see 
Investigated. 

In my judgment we are assassinating 
ourselves in cold blood when we keep 
what they call politics out of the labor 
movement. A man's father may have 
been a Republican and fought for the 
Union forty years ago, but we as think- 
ing men and women should not continue 
to be Republicans all our lives because 
our fathers voted that ticket. "What we 
want is to obtain happy homes on this 
terrestlal sphere, to be able to spend 
some time with our wives and children, 
and to see them well clothed and taken 
care of. The trusts and their agents are 
always and forever taking off their 
glasses and smiling and saying, "Now, 
don't get reckless and bring politics into 
your unions and disrupt them your- 
selves." When they begin to talk that 
way I begin to think it would be a good 
thing to have politics in our unions. 

More than twenty years ago, when this 
Federation was a baby— if it had yet 
been born— there was an organization of 
laboring men that did much for the men 
of this country. It did much for the 
men who carried hods and for the me- 



chanics, much for all classes of men. 
At that time when it was suggested that 
the laboring men be divided into certain 
classes we were told it could not be done 
and the organizations last a day. 

It took such men as Hayes and those 
who had the stamina of their convic- 
tions to speak and say why it would be 
better to have each craft control its own 
men than to have them all in one organi- 
zation. They did succeed. Now what 
have we discovered? We have discovered 
that although we have been organizing 
for years, and have received now and 
then a little increase in wages, the cost 
of living has increased many times more 
than qur wages have increased. Wealth 
Is increasing. The "Whereas" of that 
resolution speaks the truth when it says 
so. 'fhen I say, why should we cut it 
out? Is it not a well known fact that the 
capitalist class are sending men to Con- 
gress and putting them In the judicial 
places where they have power over you, 
where by the stroke of a pen they may 
strike down all your efforts of a year? 
Then why do you hesitate and look upon 
political discussions as though they were 
poison of something that will kill? A 
grea't many men may feel that way when 
they are laboring men, but when they 
become prosperous, they think they 
belong to another class, and they at 
once begin attacking labor. I think we 
should discuss politics in our unions, and 
through that means place men in the 
Senate and in Congress who will not be 
ashamed to say they are laboring men. 
You should have the same class of men 
in the Judiciary positions, men who will 
go to death rather than take away from 
you and your families any of your 
rights. 

The Chairman is unduly alarmed when 
he says the "Whereas" will not give us 
a right to own our own homes. What we 
want Is to discuss the questions before 
the country, and then place our own peo- 
ple in the positions of responsibility. I 
see nothing anarchistic, nothing socialis- 
tic, nothing Democratic and nothing 
Republican in that "Whereas." 

Delegate Victor Berger— I wish to deny 
the statement of my colleague Mr. Fos- 
ter that the resolution is intended to be 
in favor of the abolition of the present 
economic system. If we wanted to ex- 
press the idea of socialism In a resolu- 
tion we would do so. 

Brother Ryan spoke of the skillful 
drawing of the resolution. The resolu- 
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tion, if you leave out the first "Whereas," 
is Just as acceptable to us, so far as 
we are concerned, as if you leave it in. 
But as we believe in enlightening the 
people, you ought to leave it in. So far 
as we are concerned, we are just as 
well satisfied without it as with It. I 
could explain to Mr. Sarman that he 
has misunderstood the word "capital- 
ism," but I do not want to enter into 
a long discussion of this matter, be- 
cause I am very hoarse and Socialism 
is not the subject before us. But, it 
seems, no matter what you do to keep 
the discussion of Socialism out it al- 
ways creeps in. We had no intention 
of bringing that subject up when we 
introduced that resolution. 

Delegate Thomas Burke— Mr. Chair- 
man, our friend Berger has told more of 
the truth in regard to this question than 
any one I have heard speak in favor of 
this resolution. He says if you strike out 
the first "Whereas" the resolution will 
suit them just as well as if you leave it 
In. I hope, Mr. Chairman and delegates 
that you all heard that remark. I agree 
with them that it does not make any 
difference whether you strike it out or 
not, because the resolution means Just 
the same without that "Whereas" as it 
does with it. It Is a Socialistic resolution, 
and the speeches that have been made 
have convinced me that the entire reso- 
lution should be stricken out. There Is 
no use In striking out one-half of it, for 
It is Just as good a Socialistic resolution 
for the people who Introduced it with 
half of It stricken out as if the whole 
resolution was adopted. It does not make 
any difference who we are going to vote 
for in four years, It does not make any 
difference whether or not we are going 
to vote for Roosevelt because he is going 
after the Standard Oil Company, but that 
resolution should be voted down. 

Delegate Yarnell— Fortunately, or un- 
fortunately, as the case may be, I have 
never affiliated with the Socialist party, 
I have never voted with the Socialist 
party, but there are a few observa- 
tions I have made during the re- 
cent years which I should like 
to speak of. I am one of those who 
believe the conditions we now complain 
of most are the result of a lack of 
knowledge on the part of the rank and 
file of the working class. Something was 
said by a brother about the concentra- 
tion of wealth In this country. If you 
examine the statistics for 1860 you will 
find that the wealth-producers and those 



dependent upon them in this country 
composed 72% per cent of the population 
and owned 62% per cent of the wealth 
of the country. If you will examine the 
latest statistics you will find that while 
the laboring population has increased 
enormously their possessions have de- 
creased from 62% per cent to 16% per 
cent. The wealth of the country in the 
meantime has increased from thirty-four 
billions to seventy billions; but those who 
have produced all that wealth have less 
than they had in 1860. I believe those 
conditions are the direct result of the 
ignorance of the rank and file of the men 
who have produced all this wealth. I be- 
lieve if there had been greater latitude, 
if there had been larger discussion in our 
ranks upon economic questions these con- 
ditions would not exist to-day. 

I listened with interest and with hu- 
miliation, If you please, to the discussion 
that went on here last week in regard 
to the condition of the textile workers 
In Massachusetts, where men, women and 
children were suffering for the common 
necessaries of life, and many of us sup- 
posed we were living in the most pros- 
perous period of the history of this re- 
public, many of us supposed that every- 
where existed the "full dinner pail." 
Just a few days before that discussion T 
read that Wall-street stocks had in- 
creased in value one billion six hundred 
thousand dollars— and men, women and 
children were starving In our country. I 
read in the reports of Dun and Brad- 
street that the cost of living has in- 
creased thirty per cent since *1897, and 
still all along down the line there is a 
tendency to reduce the wages of the 
laboring man. My friends, this condi- 
tion cannot last long. Add a few more 
hundred millions of dollars to Wall 
street, add a little greater per cent to the 
cost of living, and reduce the wages of 
the workers ten or fifteen per cent more, 
and we are face to face with bread riots, 
we are face to face with a revolution in 
this country. Let us then discuss these 
questions along economic lines, let us 
discuss them, fairly and without strife 
between us. 

Delegate W. B. Wilson— The statement 
has been made that the adoption of the 
report of the Committee on Resolutions 
would be identical with the adoption of 
the- resolution as presented. The resolu- 
tion as presented contains two different 
propositions. The first preamble stated 
that the trusts and combinations were 
becoming stronger and that in the natural 
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order of things they must soon give way 
to another phase of the situation, a dec- 
laration which, if adopted, could not be 
construed in any other manner than as a 
declaration in favor of the Socialist po- 
litical movement The report of the 
committee strikes out that clause* and 
then recommends the adoption of the re 
mainder, which simply specifies that we 
recommend to affliliated bodies a dis- 
cussion of economic questions. The adop- 
tion of the report does not compel any af- 
filiatea body to open its doors to the dis- 
cussion of these questions. It simply 
recommends that they do open their doors 
to a discussion of these questions, and the 
discussion of these questions in our local 
unions cannot do us any harm. If there 
is anything in economic conditions that 
needs changing it is by discussion and by 
getting information upon them that we 
can hope to be sufficiently well informed 
to undertake the remedy of the grievances 
complained of. There is no local union 
.filiated with anybody connected with the 
American Federation of Labor that does 
not at some time in its existence discuss 
economic questions. We send out cir- 
culars from our national headquarters 
asking for action— let alone discussion on 
the eight-hour question, on the question 
of government by injunction, and for ac- 
tion on other economic questions. There 
Is no reason why every economic ques- 
tion that affects wage workers should 
not be discussed in our local unions, and 
then If we find that any of these Ideas 
that are presented to us are dreams that 
cannot be realized we will be in a posi- 
tion to turn down the dreamers and ac- 
cept that which is practical. No harm 
can be done to the wage workers of this 
country by a full, fair and free discus- 
sion of every economic question affecting 
the wage workers. 

Treasurer John B. Lennon— From my 
standpoint, at least, there is the most 
essential difference between the report of 
the committee and the original resolu- 
tion. I do not desire that It shall go out 
to the world— as It did from New Orleans 
—that the adoption of a substitute was 
the same thing as the adoption of the 
resolution originally introduced. I appre- 
hend from some of the addresses that 
have been made that It is to be claimed 
that that which has been adopted, or will 
be adopted by this Convention, is abso- 
lutely the same as the original propo- 
sition, for that Is not true. I want to 
resent the imputation that trade unions 



can ever narrow their forum or prevent a 
discussion of ecnomic or political ques- 
tions. It is the trade union movement 
that has made possible the discussion of 
political and economic questions in this 
country and in the civilized world as no 
other movement has ever done. We have 
stood for the free schools, and the free 
schools have made our children compe- 
tent to understand these questions and 
discuss them. 

The position the trade unions has taken 
has been against the discussion of parti- 
san politics and not against politics per 
se. We recognize the fact that politics 
is the science of government when it is 
properly interpreted, and we recognize 
the fact that it is the duty of every 
working man, and particularly of every 
trade unionist, to understand what is 
right as to government and to act accord- 
ingly. To say that trade unionists have 
opposed political action by the working 
men is a lie, and I care not who utters 
It. It has never been true of trade union- 
ists that we have opposed political ac- 
tion by the working people. We have 
invited discussion of all questions that 
are of interest to the working class, and 
we approve of this report of the commit- 
tee as emphasizing what has been stated 
on numerous occasions by the American 
Federation of Labor, that the organiza- 
tions are In duty bound to discuss, to con- 
sider and to advise among themselves as 
to what is the truth upon the economic 
questions In which they should be inter- 
ested. For that reason the report of 
the committee should commend itself to 
the delegates. 

Delegate Dempsey — I agree with the 
delegate who said the latter part of the 
resolution is just what the Socialists 
in this Convention want. I believe 
the places of meeting of the trade 
unionists of this country are the proper 
places for a full and free discussion of 
trade unionism, and nothing else. 
Where the doors of our unions are open 
to the discussion of political questions 
the unions have deteriorated from 
trade unions into political meetings. I 
know whereof I speak. We have cen- 
tral bodies In our locality wherein 
Socialists have full sway and the 
trade unionists of that community are 
not represented there as they should 
be. Why Is this? Because when they 
go to those meetings, instead of dis- 
cussing that which Is good for the 
trade union movement, they stay for 
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hours and hours listening to what we 
hear every night in the week down 
here in Crazy Alley. You can ask or- 
ganizers who are In the field if there 
is one force more than another that 
is disorganizing the labor unions of 
this country to-day, and they will tell 
you it is the Socialist movement I 
dare to say this here, and I dare to say 
it everywhere. It is time this Fed- 
eration excluded from its Conventions 
the discussion of resolutions such as 
we have before us to-day. The Social- 
ists have gained in this meeting to- 
day Just what they wanted — a full dis- 
cussion and a full hearing of their case 
before this Convention. They ac- 
knowledge to us that a hearing of their 
case is a victory. We have local unions 
in our organization where Socialism is 
talked and preached in the meetings, 
and It is almost impossible for us to 
get anything else before these meet- 
ings, even though the Socialists ara in 
the minority in those places. Trade 
unionists who have no sympathy with 
Socialism are driven from those unions 
by the rangling and fighting contin- 
ually going on between various 
branches of the Socialists. I say this 
is a trick to open the doors of our 
unions for a full discussion by the So- 
cialists of their principles and plat- 
form, instead of for a full and free dis- 
cussion of economic questions. 

Delegate Zaring — I do not believe it 
needs a resolution to tell the trade 
unionists of America to educate them- 
selves on economic questions. Dele- 
gate Hayes has made a confession I 
did not look for in this Convention, and 
that is that they seek to convert the 
trade union movement into a political 
one. He says the delegates we send to 
the British Trades Congress attend, 
not so much a trades union Congress 
as a political Congress. I believe that 
Delegate Ryan could have told us 
something of the conditions in Europe 
In the ranks of labor, conditions which 
may be attributed to the fact that the 
trade union movement had become sub- 
ordinated to the political movement. 

The conditions which prevail in 
America to-day have been spoken of. 
Those conditions undoubtedly prevail 
to a large extent, but what Is the 
cause? I claim they are largely the 
result of industrial evolution, and if 
the system of the Socialists advocate 



could be put into practice and could be 
made to predominate in this country, 
I venture to say it would not be many 
years before those who compose the 
brains and genious of their organiza- 
tion would be denounced by those who 
compose the rank and file to-day as 
they now denounce the capitalistic 
class of this country. 

I believe with Delegate Dempsey that 
these discussions should be kept out of 
the local unions. If you permit discus- 
sions of politics and religion In the 
local unions It will result in driving 
away the true trade unionists and da- 
moralizing the unions. I had hoped 
that discussion would not come up In 
this Convention. I do not ^exactly ap- 
prove of the report of the committee. 
I believe all resolutions of this nature 
should be buried so deep they cannot 
be resurrected. 

Vice-President James Duncan — The 
peculiarity of the discussion this after- 
noon upon the report of the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions is that those who 
favor committing the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to political action stand 
up and agree with the report of the 
committee, and then proceed as hard 
as they can to speak against it. I agree 
with my friend Ryan that this discus- 
sion has borne out his contention in 
the committee room that the endorse- 
ment of so much of this resolution as 
we have presented would be very likely 
to invite a discussion of this kind on 
the floor; but I did not at that time 
think it would do so. 

The men who favor the political ac- 
tion have hurt their own cause by tak- 
ing the position they have this after- 
noon more than they have hurt It by 
anything I have ever heard in a dis- 
cussion of this subject on the floor of 
an American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention. Delegate Ramsey offered J .o 
put the question again that had been 
put by Delegate Barnes, and so cleverly 
answered by Secretary Foster of the 
committee, and thereby showed that to 
some extent he was laboring under the 
same mental delusion as a majority of 
the Committee on Resolutions. We did 
not have philosophical discernment 
enough to warrant us in approving of 
the following words in the first 
"Whereas:" "It is obvious that cap- 
italism will soon reach its culminating 
point." We were not conclusively 
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shown that it was obvious. That was 
the first stumbling- blocK. In the 
second place, we were not ready to 
agree that the culminating 1 of capital- 
ism was at hand, and we reported 
against the "Whereas." Nothing could 
be plainer than that. It is Impossible 
for me to put it in the beautiful lan- 
guage of my friend Foster; therefore I 
suppose I shall fail to convince Friend 
Ramsey of the intention of the commit- 
tee on the subject. 

It is contended by a few delegates 
that with or without the first "Where- 
as," the resolution means the same 
thing. Is that correct? Is that true? 
Are they willing to re-read the resolu- 
tion and still contend that is true? 
They are opposed to the "Whereas" 
stricken out by the committee. Not 
one delegate has spoken in favor of re- 
taining it, although those who have 
spoken in favor of political action have 
spoken In favor of it. Let us see the 
position that would be occupied by the 
American Federation of Labor if the 
whole resolution was acted upon un- 
favorably. What position would your 
c mmittee have been in had we recom- 
mended that the resolution be not 
adopted? That would be equal to say- 
ing that we could not and should not 
discuss economic subjects in our meet- 
ings. Why, the very root of the trade 
union movement is the discussion of 
economic questions. The report of the 
committee does not carry with it, how- 
ever, political or partlzan discussions. 
The part that has been eliminated is a 
particularly clever and shrewly drawn 
4< Whereas" that our friend Berger, of 
Milwaukee, probably thought the com- 
mittee, In swallowing the whole reso- 
lution dose, would swallow with it the 
first "Whereas." 

Have the delegates who say they 
favor the report of the committee, and 
yet talk against It, said one word in re- 
gard to economic subjects In our meet- 
ing? No; but they have spoken of 
politics, of getting into office, Intro- 
ducing this bill, and so on. My friends! 
I wish we could elect every delegate 
here to-day to Congress and have them 
spend the first six months they were 
in office repealing laws we now have 
- istead of passing others. 

Delegate Hayes told us that after 
the Boston Convention the newspapers 



proclaimed the fact that Socialism was 
squelched. The Boston Convention did 
not vote upon a question of that kind. 
The Boston Convention did not oppose 
the advancement of Socialism, provid- 
ing everything appertaining to it was 
done in the regular channels. The Bos- 
ton Convention said those men were not 
to disrupt the unions by dragging in 
such subjects. It was not squelching 
Socialism that brought the big vote in 
the Boston Convention; It was the pre- 
venting of the disruption of our unions 
that brought it. I had hoped that we 
would have no more of those discus- 
sions that rend us apart Instead of 
bringing us closer together. If there is 
any aftermath to the discussion of this 
afternoon it is not the fault of this 
committee or of this Convention, but 
the fault of those men who, professing 
one thing, take advantage of that to 
advocate another thing which is re- 
pugnant to two-thirds of the delegates 
" in this Convention. 

We are told that our friends in Great 
Britain are ahead of us, owing to the 
fact that they take political action. 
If the statement had been made that 
they take legislative action it would 
have been nearer right. There has 
never been a more clear headed, active 
and effective municipal reformer on 
the face of the earth than John Burns, 
of London, and every time he goes up 
for election he Is supported by the 
Liberal Party, and without their votes 
he could not be elected. If any dele- 
gate here were to accept a nomination 
on the platform he does, the men of 
this Convention who advocate this 
"Whereas" would go out of their way 
to defeat him because he had the back- 
ing of that party. 

We have been told of the Revolution- 
ary dreamers. Yes, but because the 
dreams of one man of one class of men 
at one time have come true, is no rea- 
son why this Convention should accept 
all dreams as the just and proper thing. 
And I am not sure but they are night- 
mares. 

Our friend Brown spoke of the neces- 
sity of advocating the eight-hour day 
in Congress. It would have been inter- 
esting had he told this Convention 
what machinery the Cigar Makers' 
Union used for the purpose of securing 
the adoption of the eight-hour day. 
Was it necessary to watt for action by 
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Congress? Has the eight-nour day of 
the Cigar Makers' Union been dragged 
into the courts and declared unconsti- 
tutional? Is it fettered in such a way 
that if the Cigar Makers' wish to 
change their hours of work from eight 
to seven they would have to go to Con- 
gres- for a law? No! A few years ago 
I was active as a man would be in try- 
ing to get a nine-hour law passed in 
Maryland. The Legislature passed the 
law, the Governor signed it, and it was 
considered one of the greatest things 
that ever happened in the grand old 
State of Maryland. What is the condi- 
tion to-day? A third of the workers in 
Baltimore are to-day working eight hours 
a day, but the law still says that nine 
hours a day shall apply. The strongest 
fight that has been made in Maryland 
has been to try to get the Legislature 
to change that law so the men could 
do so as law-abiding citizens. There is a 
f safer and better way to secure the eight- 
hour day for our membership than by 
waiting for politicians of either the na- 
tional or State brand. The report is in 
the right line. The results will be first- 
class if we followed along that line. If 
the other line is followed it will mean the 
disruption of our movement. 

We heard some talk about the number 
of millions of dollars— and they were so 
many I could not even imagine the rows 
of figures— that surrounds capitalism. I 
want to call your attention to the fact 
that in this movement of ours we must 
needs look to the home as the start. If 
we have not fair conditions in our homes 
how can we sit down pacifically and dis- 
cuss these other great questions that are 
brought before us? I will take as an in- 
stance a section of the country where 
there are members of my own union and 
give an illustration of what I mean. 
From 1885 to 1900 five thousand granite 
cutters in a small section of our coun- 
try got an average increase of seventy- 
five cents a day in their wages because 
of being In a union. That will stand any 
test put to it. How much do you sup- 
pose we were putting into the homes of 
those men with the simple proposition 
of seventy-five cents a day to help our 
members to better things. Seventy-five 
cents a day each for five thousand mem- 
bers put $375,000 per day into their 
homes, counting 300 working days, and 
In fifteen years that simple increase in 
their wages put Into their families $16,- 
875,000. Now we have that as a gain 



in so far as the mere item of our organ- 
ization is concerned. Now, as to the cost. 
During that time the members paid on an 
average sixty cents a month to the or- 
ganization. That for five thousand mem- 
bers for fifteen years equals $450,000. By 
deducting the cost the union was to those 
men from the actual increase they had 
from that action, we find there is left 
$16,335,000, which was put into their 
pockets by the simple process to which 
I have referred. 

Take into consideration the changes 
that have occurred, and remember how 
you yourselves fared when you were 
boys, and how your fathers fared when 
they were boys, as they have told you. 

Is the condition of your boy in school 
to-day the same as your condition was? 
Is he in the same position you were in 
regard to food, clothing, living and every- 
thing pertaining to the home? If not, 
where has the change come from? Do 
you suppose the advantages we have 
gained would have come to us by voting 
for them? Do you suppose they would 
have come if we had relied on Congress, 
if we had turned over to them the welfare 
of the people in this respect? 

I feel that the report of the committee 
is right. To report anything else would 
be wrong. The Whereas we have strick- 
en out has no place in this Convention. 
Not one word has been spoken in favor 
of that Whereas but has smacked 
of politics; not one word favoring trade 
unionism has been spoken during the 
discussion of it. I hope this Convention 
will go on record as approving the report 
of the committee as it has been pre- 
sented. 

Delegate Maloney— I came about thirty- 
five hundred miles to this Convention, 
and I did not come here to represent any 
political party or to speak for the advance- 
ment of any political disease. I came 
here as a trade unionist. Last year in 
Boston I heard the discussion of Social- 
ism for over a day and a half, and at its 
close I cast my ballot against that disease. 
I feel to-day Just as I did then. I have 
read and studied Socialism; I know what 
it is. I have read all their Socialist 
papers, and I know Just how they speak 
of the officers and members of the trade 
union movement. I know how they 
treated a union resolution In their Con- 
vention in the City of Chicago, and I 
know they are absolutely opposed to the 
principles of trade unionism from every 
standpoint. 
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A week ago to-day, after the morning 
session adjourned, a small piece of paper 
was handed to me as I was leaving the 
hall. This leaflet, printed in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, is as follows: 

ARE THEY TRAITORS? 

Mr. Samuel Oompers, president of the 
A. F. of K, Mr. John Mitchell, presi- 
dent of £he Mine Workers, President 
Eliot of Harvard College, Mr. Thomas 
H. HIgginson and one or two others, 
dined privately at the Exchange Club, 
yesterday. Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Gom- 
pers were guests of the above named 
gentlemen. — "Boston Herald," Nov. 16, 
1903. 

"The 'scab* Is a very good type of the 
modern hero.'— Pres. Charles W. Eliot 
of Harvard College, in an address be- 
fore the Economic Club, Boston, Nov. 
10. 1902. 

In Buffalo, Jan. 22, 1903, Pres. Eliot, 
speaking before 1,500 high school pu- 
pils, said: "In 1896 I took occasion to 
say in a public speech that 'a scab is a 
hero/ and I still see nothing wrong in 
that remark." 

On Nov. 18, 1902, at New Orleans, the 
A. F. of L. passed resolutions con- 
demning Mr. Eliot's remarks as an un- 
called for and intolerant attack, but 
Mr. Oompers don't care for that, for he 
was and often is the guest of Pres. 
Eliot at the Exchange Club (a notor- 
iously unfair place), and under the ban 
of the Central Labor Union. 

Now, why does the lover of scabs 
(Mr. Eliot) so love Mr. Oompers and 
Mr. Mitchell? 

Why does Pres. Eliot dine our presi- 
dents and curse the rank and file? 

Think it over and If you think hard 
enough you may discover why the 
power of the labor movement is so 
limited. 

Send 10 cents for a ten weeks' trial 
of the Social Democratic Herald, 344 
Sixth street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 
keep posted on the labor movement. 

I say the only traitors here are the 
people who are responsible for that 
circular, which is a He. The Exchange 
Club of Boston is not now and never 
has been on the unfair list of organized 
labor. 



Delegate Berger— I know nothing about 
the leaflet, and would like to see it. 

President Oompers— Here it is; read it. 

Delegate Maloney— It is a deliberate lie 
that that club has been under the ban of 
organized labor. I thought at the time 
the leaflet was handed me it was from 
some of those fellows from Bug House 
Row down here, that it had been 
printed in this city, but when I examined 
it closer I saw that it was printed in the 
establishment of the Social Democratic 
Herald of Milwaukee, of which Mr. Ber- 
ger is editor. 

Delegate Berger— Of course this was is- 
sued by the business office, and of course 
I had not seen It We may make a mis- 
take off and on if we are misinformed, 
but as a rule I stand for everything that 
paper says— including this circular. 

Delegate Maloney— After that dinner 
had taken place the Socialist party lead- 
ers went on the soap boxes and at- 
tacked President Oompers and President 
Mitchell for dining in this establishment. 
They also attacked them through the 
Socialist press. The labor leaders of Bos- 
ton, hearing of this, secured affidavits 
that the club was not unfair, and that 
Mr. Oompers and Mr. Mitchell had been 
served by union waiters. Those of you 
who have read the Federationlst know 
what was contained in those letters, be- 
cause they were published In one issue of 
it. Two of the parties who wrote those 
letters were Socialists, and they denied 
what the Socialist papers said. Copies of 
these letters were sent to nearly every 
Socialist leader and paper in this country. 
Did they come out like men and say they 
had made a mistake? No; and that alone 
proves that this party is a dishonest and 
hypocritical one. 

One delegate got up here and said 
there was something like a revolution 
coming. There is no sign of such a revo- 
lution unless it be the one sign of the in- 
crease in the Socialist vote. Should the 
Socialist party ever receive a majority of 
the votes for their crazy ideas there will 
be a revolution, because men will not 
stand to have their liberties destroyed 
and their property confiscated. 

I have attended several Conventions, 
and I thought after the walloping the 
Socialists received in Boston they would 
walk out. If they would come to us like 
men and say, "We want you to adopt 
Socialism," we would know how to fight 
them; but instead of that they come here 
and under a cloak try to get us to adopt 
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resolutions, and then after the Conven- 
tion adjourns they scatter broadcast 
through the country the statement that 
the American Federation of Labor stands 
for Socialism. Socialism is un-American, 
unpatriotic, and it ought to have no foot- 
ing in this or any other Convention. 

Delegate Barter moved the previous 
question. A sufficient number of dele- 
gates supported the motion, which was 
then seconded and carried. 

President Gompers— It is adopted by a 
unanimous vote, and I have not had a 
chance to say a word. 

Delegate Zaring moved that President 
Gompers be given an opportunity to 
speak. 

President Gompers— That is not neces- 
sary. However, statements have been 
made upon the floor of this Convention to 
which I shall ask the Convention to 
give me an opportunity to reply. I shall 
not discuss the question before the house; 
it is not in order now, and I do not want 
any privilege not accorded to every dele- 
gate here. Charges were made in the 
course of the discussion both against Mr. 
Mitchell and myself, and particularly 
against myself, and if an opportunity is 
not given me now to speak I must ask 
the indulgence of the Convention at some 
other time. We will adjourn soon, how- 
ever, and these charges will be put on 
the wires unanswered. 

Delegate Tanquary— I ask the unanim- 
ous consent of the Convention to a motion 
to suspend the rules and stay in session 
until we can hear both President Gom- 
pers and Mr. Mitchell. 

Delegate Barter— As the mover of the 
motion to close debate, I wish to with- 
draw that motion. 

President Gompers— That is not in or- 
der at this time. 

Vice-President Mitchell— I do not want 
to discuss the resolution or the question 
before the Convention, but 'i shall ask 
Mr. Berger before adjournment to prove 
the statements he has made. He said 
he would stand for anything printed in 
the Social Democratic Herald and for 
that circular. He will have to prove that 
I am a traitor or he will have to stand 
convicted before this Convention as a 
liar. 

President Gompers— The question now 
is upon the adoption of the report of the 
committee. Now, don't vote against your 
judgment upon the report of the com- 
mittee. After the report has been voted 



upon I shall ask for an opportunity to 
make a statement. 

Delegate Barnes— There was a show 
of hands for the previous question. Has 
the vote been taken? 

President Gompers— A vote was taken 
on that motion. The question now is up- 
on the report of the committee, and the 
adoption of the resolution as recom- 
mended by the committee. 

The question was voted on* and car- 
ried. 

Delegates W. D. Ryan, John Fahy, 
John T. Dempsey and Thomas Burke of 
the Mine Workers asked to be recorded 
as voting against the motion to adopt 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Tanquary— President Gom- 
pers announced that the motion to close 
debate was carried by a unanimous vote. 
There must be some misunderstanding, 
because I have never in my life voted 
in support of a motion to close debate. 
I must be recorded as voting against any 
motion to close debate, now, and at all 
times. 

I move that the rules be suspended, 
that the Convention remain in session, 
and that President Gompers and Vice- 
President Mitchell be given an opportu- 
nity to reply to the statements that have 
been made. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by a unanimous vote. 
Vice-President Duncan in the Chair. 
President Gompers — I regret very 
much, fellow delegates, that I did not 
have an opportunity to discuss the 
merits not only of the resolution as it 
was introduced and as it was recom- 
mended by the committee, but particu- 
larly of the statements and arguments 
that have been presented by those who, 
under the guise of favoring the re- 
port of the committee, took occasion to 
repeat and reiterate their attacks 
upon officers of the trade union move- 
ment. I should like to have met their 
statements and their arguments, and 
it would have been seen that their 
dreams were only the dreams of those 
who, priding themselves upon dreams, 
could improve their opportunity for 
dreaming if they were to consult the 
Chinese opium eaters and smokers, be- 
cause they have the most fanciful 
dreams of all. 

We are asked to follow the political 
lead of some of the workingmen of 
Europe. I pray that that day may 
never come! A few months ago Mr. 
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John Mitchell went to Europe, and he 
studied conditions there. Read the letters 
he wrote in regard to conditions there. 
Some nine years ago I was sent by the 
American Federation of Labor as a dele- 
gate to the British Trades Congress, and 
incidentally I visited some of the cities of 
continental Europe and saw the condi- 
tions there. 

Three months ago a delegation of work- 
men came from France to study our in- 
dustrial conditions as well as to visit the 
St. Louis Exposition. They spent from 
two o'clock one afternoon until half 
past seven that evening in my office. 
They asked me all the questions they 
could think of regarding our movement, 
and then I too turned inquisitor and 
asked them some questions. I learned 
from their answers to my questions 
that the conditions of the working men 
in France have not materially improved 
in the past twenty years. 

About a month ago, with Vice-President 
Duncan and others, I attended the In- 
ternational Peace Congress, and upon the 
platform of a mass meeting in Faneuil 
Hall, over which I presided, a former 
member of the Belgian. Senate deplored 
that American working men do not 
have any political party; that they 
do not follow the example of the Bel- 
gian working men, and then, almost 
in the next breath, said that the Bel- 
gian working men are in a worse con- 
dition than any other workers in 
Europe. If that is the result of par- 
tisan political activity, pray, save the 
American Federation of Labor from its 
influence! Will any man, no matter 
how he may quote fabulous figures, 
pretend to say that the condition of 
the American working man has become 
worse since 1860? Look to your own 
homes and to the homes of your fellow 
working men and see whether that 
rtatement is borne out. 

During this discussion Mr. Duncan 
said that if the trade unionists of 
America were to undertake to nominate 
one of their number for Congress or 
for the State Legislature you would And 
—what? You would find that the men 
who lay claim to being superior to the 
trade unionists would step in and op- 
pose the nomination and try by all 
moans to secure his defeat. Why, a 
delegate of the same character, class 
and caliber came to me a few days 
ago and with a great deal of glee told 



me that a member of the Cigar Makers' 
Union, who had been a member of the 
New York State Legislature and had 
done his level best to advance the in- 
terests of labor, was defeated— by 
wtiom? Just by these same people. 

I claim some little credit for arousing: 
the public judgment of the trade union- 
ists of the country to bring some in- 
fluence to bear to make the Socialists 
of Colorado ashamed of themselves, or 
they would have secured the re-elec- 
tion of Governor Peabody. On the train 
coming through Colorado there was a 
Socialist who said it did not make any 
difference whether Governor Peabody 
was re-elected or not. Of course, from 
their peculiar standpoint, that is true. 
So far as they are concerned they do 
not live in Colorado, nor do they live in 
the United States; they live in a sphere 
all by themselves, a sphere ethereal 
and fanciful. 

I wish to say something in reference 
to my statement to the visitors in the 
gallery when I requested them to re- 
frain from manifesting approval or dis- 
approval. I imagine that this Conven- 
tion and all other Conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor ought to 
be conducted by the delegates attend- 
ing the Convention. Take your most 
extravagant claims, you Socialists, and 
I think you will have to admit that in 
these Conventions the clean-cut trade 
unionists without any isms have a pre- 
ponderance of numbers. Now suppose 
we were to follow your tactics, and 
when a trade unionist spoke, cheer him, 
and when a Socialist spoke, hiss him. 
Delegate Barnes — They did not hiss. 
President Gompers— If Delegate Barnes 
will listen I think he will And he 
is not justified in showing any tem- 
per. A manifestation of approval 
carries with It the right to hiss, the 
manifestation of disapproval. No man 
can be accorded one right without being 
accorded the other. I do not think Mr. 
Barnes will dispute that at the Boston 
Convention there was applause for some 
and hisses for others. He does not dis- 
pute that. 

Delegate Barnes— One hiss, if you 
will have it. 

President Gompers— If one man 
hisses, a thousand may. At the Boston 
Convention I respectfully asked that 
no demonstration be indulged in by 
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the visitors. I repeated the request 
several times, and at last stated that 
if it was again indulged in the galleries 
would be cleared. When I did so as a 
matter of last resort the galleries were 
cleared with a number of hisses from 
Socialists. Immediately after, when 
they had seen that the President of the 
American Federation of Labor also had 
some little nerve, and that they would 
have to conform to the ordinary rules 
of legislative procedure as visitors, the 
doors were again opened and they were 
admitted. On the first day when the 
reports of the officers were read and 
the reports were applauded I was not 
in the Chair, and of course could not 
control the matter. The statement 
made by Delegate Hayes was certainly 
uncalled for. 

I ought to have said, when speaking 
of nominating trade unionists for of- 
fice, that some months ago Mr. Victor 
Berger wrote an article in which he 
e.aborately undertook to show the logic 
of the Socialists' position in antagoniz- 
ing candidates for legislative honors, 
though they be trade unionists. 

At the Boston Convention the officers 
of the Boot and Shoe Workers, and the 
officers of the Textile Workers' organ- 
izations approached a number of the 
representative men in the American 
Federation of Labor Convention and 
said that if they would consent to meet 
some of the representative boot and 
shoe manufacturers and some repre- 
sentative textile employers, it might 
do some good to organized labor to ar- 
gue in favor of a trade agreement. 
Some of us went to the Exchange Club, 
and were very much surprised to find 
among the guests President Eliot, of 
Harvard. I am absolutely within the 
tiuth when I say there was not one 
word exchanged between President 
Eliot and myself. I do not claim that 
as a very great credit, for if an oppor- 
tunity had presented itself to speak to 
him I should have tried to make him 
see the error of his ways. 

We had a plain, open talk in the meet- 
ing on trade unionism. Vice-President 
Duncan was there and talked to Presi- 
dent Eliot, he tells me. 

Vice-President Duncan— I was present 
at the conference and talked for twenty 
minutes with President Eliot and came 



very near convincing him that a scab 
is not a hero. I have no apology to make 
for that conversation. 

President Oompers — Vice-President 
Mitchell and a number of other labor 
men were present, among them Mr. Hib- 
bard, Mr. Tansey and Mr. John Tobin, 
who is present in this Convention. There 
was not a word uttered there by any 
labor man which could not be repeated 
in this Convention, or anywhere else, in 
the interest of our workers. 

It comes with ill grace from the peo- 
people who make these statements, 
when it is known that your Socialist 
parties are suborned and paid for your 
political campaigns in conducting them 
as you do, to charge the trade unionists 
with collusion and inconsistency or im- 
proper conduct. I will go anywhere to 
preach the gospel of trade unionism. 

The charge was made that the club 
was on the unfair list of organized la- 
bor. That is untrue, and those who 
made the charge knew it. There is 
nothing you Socialists say against me as 
men about which I care. Only to show 
you the inconsistency of the charges 
against me, I will say that our friend, 
Max Hayes, a delegate to this Conven- 
tion, in a recent article from his pen, 
made the statement that I had arranged 
a few month ago in Washington, in a 
conference with the powers that be, to 
retire voluntarily from the Presidency of 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
that I was assured that I would be ap- 
pointed to the position of United States 
Commissioner of Labor, the position 
now held by Carroll D. Wright, evident- 
ly, I suppose, as a reward for my assist- 
ance to the Republican party. Other- 
wise, why reward me now? 

On the other hand, the official organ of 
the Socialist party, The Worker, published 
in New York City, denounced me as a 
traitor to the cause of labor because I 
upheld Parker! In other words, they 
denounce me coming and going. I am 
sure there is not a man who, with- 
in the limitations of truth, can say that 
he has ever seen a written statement or 
heard a vocal expression of my opinion 
upon either candidate or either party 
during the entire campaign. I have tried, 
so far as I have been able, to keep the 
skirts of the labor movement clear from 
the besmirching influences of the Repub- 
lican, the Democratic and your Social- 
ist parties. 
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I have tried to do as nearly right 
jus I know how— perhaps I do not 
know how. That Is not my fault, and 
though one becomes accustomed to these 
charges and insinuations, they still leave 
a sting. One would be less than human 
to say they do not leave a sting. Upon 
the charlatan who prostitutes his every 
thought for self-advancement, for self- 
aggrandizement and gain, they may make 
no Impression; but for men who have 
grown up in the labor movement and 
have no other hope or aspiration or love 
in the world of affairs than the trade 
union movement, they have a sting. 

Upon one thing you may rely, and that 
Is, so long as I retain my sanity, so long 
as I retain my power of expression, I 
shall lift up my voice and my pen to 
keep the trade union movement free from 
the Influences of any party, no matter 
what its name. 

I know I need not expect any, but I 
ask for no quarter from you— and do not 
expect It from me; but I deny the right 
of any man who claims any degree of 
intelligence and who desires to be re- 
garded as a fair man, to insinuate- 
as our friend Berger did about two 
months ago in an article over his 
signature— that if my election depended 
upon my changing my mind, I would 
change my mind. I imagine that all of 
us more or less think of others as we 
ourselves think. I believe that there is no 
office, no position in the world more ex- 
alted or more honorable than the Presi- 
dency of the American Federation of 
Labor, but if the Convention shall now 
or at any time honor me with its confi- 
dence in any way, it must be because I 
have retained my self-respect, because I 
have not changed or played upon 
strings or thrown out a sheet anchor to 
catch every wind, so that votes might be 
cast for me. I think if we were only 
a little more tolerant and would tell the 
truth in regard to our movement, we 
would have better results. 

Vice-President John Mitchell— I shall 
occupy only a few minutes of your time. 
Mr. Gompers has very fully explained 
the purpose of the dinner that has been 
spoken of. Had we succeeded in our 
efforts at that time, had we succeeded 
in bringing about an agreement between 
the textile workers and the manufactur- 
ers, there would have been no strike in 
Fall River, and it would have been un- 
necessary to have levied an assessment 
In this Convention last week. 



I have made it a rule of my connec- 
tion with the labor movement to pay 
little attention to charges that are made 
against me. If this were the only charge 
made by the papers published by the 
Socialist party I might possibly have 
been willing to let this go without no- 
tice; but the fact is that nearly every 
paper published by the Socialist party 
in the United States has weekly con- 
tained attacks upon me and upon other 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

During the past summer the miners 
sent me to Europe to represent them in 
a convention there. A statement was 
published in the Socialist papers about 
my manner of living In London. They 
had me stopping at the best hotel there 
and paying twenty dollars a day. It 
was said that the labor leaders live as 
does royalty In Europe. When I came 
back to this counlry I found that in 
West Virginia the Socialists had em- 
ployed a former member of our execu- 
tive board, who had been expelled be- 
cause he had committed some violation 
of the law, to go to our local unions and 
ask them to surrender their charters 
and become attached directly to the So- 
cialist organization. I do not care par- 
ticularly what they say about me, but 
I do care what they say about my or- 
ganization. It is a matter of complete 
indifference to me what they say about 
me personally, except in so far as these 
charges may affect the membership of 
my union. 

in the Central District of Pennsyl- 
vania some time ago we had speakers 
trying to organize the miners, and at 
every place at which we called a meeting 
and sent our speakers, the Socialist 
party also called meetings and sent 
speakers. The pit bosses went around the 
mines and told the miners that if they 
attended any meetings it should be the 
Socialist meetings. They did that be- 
cause they were afraid their men would 
organize. 

Now, gentlemen, it is such state- 
ments and assertions as these that 
make me suspicious of the resolutions 
these gentlemen introduce here. As 
far as I am concerned, no man living 
has ever heard me make an attack 
upon the Socialist party. I accord to 
every citizen the right to vote as he 
chooses and for whom he chooses; but 
when I accord him that right I claim 
the same right for myself. I will not per- 
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mit any living man or any organization 
of men to say for whom I shall vote or 
for what party I shall vote. As long 
as I can remember, labor organizations 
have fought for the right of the frea 
exercise of citizenship. We have said 
to employers and to organizations, 
"You shall not interfere with your em- 
ployes, but allow them to vote as they 
choose/' and when we say that, we in 
turn must not interfere with the right 
of our members to vote as they 
choose. 

Mr. Berger, In leaving the floor and 
taking up the leaflet he said he knew 
nothing about, said that he would stand 
for any statement that appeared in the 
Social Democratic Herald, and added, 
"and for this circular." I want him to 
tell this Convention in what way I 
have ever been unfaithful to the men 
who employ me, in what manner I have 
betrayed the interests committed to my 
care. Last year after the Convention 
the Socialist papers and speakers 
everywhere said they would put me out 
of business. The nominations of my 
organization are now in the headquar- 
ters, and, while we have nearly three 
hundred thousand members, at no time 
in the history of my union have I re- 
ceived so unanimous an endorsement as 
I have this year. They cannot put me 
out cf business. They may put some 
of my local unions out of business, as 
they have done; but when many of 
these men who are attacking the work- 
ers in the trade union movement are 
dead and gone and forgotten, many of 
the men who have worked hard in this 
trade union movement and whose motives 
they have impugned will be held in 
grateful remembrance by the poor 
miners for whom we have labored and 
whose conditions of employment we have 
materially improved. 

Delegate Victor Berger— I never was 
more sorry in my life to have a cold 
that prevents my speaking at length. 
Of course I had no knowledge of this 
squib; it was issued by the business 
office and I have no more to do with 
the business office than any other 
editor who has a department of his 
own. But being the editor of a paper 



I assume the responsibility for the en- 
tire paper, and If any wrong has been 
done I am subject to your censure, of 
course. 

But I cannot see anything so terrible 
in that squib if you look at it in the 
right light. 

Delegate Devlne— I rise to a point of 
order. He is not answering the ques- 
tion. 

Vice - President Duncan — Delegate 
Berger will answer the question. 

Delegate Berger — There is no state- 
ment in the leaflet. It is the question, 
"Are They Traitors?" The item is 
quoted from the Boston Herald. It 
says that they took part in the dinner 
at a club where the waiters were sup- 
posed to be non-union, a club that was 
supposed to be under the ban of organ- 
ized labor. The statement was made 
that they dined with President Eliot, 
a well-known enemy of labor. The 
story went through the entire Socialist 
press, and we printed It in good faith.. 
Now, I ask you gentlemen In all fair- 
ness will you take away from the labor 
press the liberty of free expression of 
opinion? I cannot say that this, com- 
ing from the business office as it does, 
is a very good business proposition. 
I don't see what induced the business 
office to issue such a circular, but as 
a fair proposition you cannot hold the 
editors responsible, although I stand 
subject to your censure, if you do so. 
The squib merely asks the question 
whether the gentlemen are traitors, 
but I shall not hide behind that. Of 
course we do not agree with the policy 
of Gompers and Mitchell, and we take 
every opportunity to fight them and 
their policy, and I .suppose they 
thought this is one. I am not going to 
hide behind small things. When you 
had a strike, Mr. Mitchell, no one gave 
you better support than the Socialists 
and their papers. 

Vic«-President Mitchell— We will be 
glad to return it all to you if you will 
send in an application for it. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
until 9 a. m., November 24d. 
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The Convention was called to order 
at 9 o'clock a. m., Tuesday, November 
2 2d, Treasurer Lennon in the Chair. 

Absentees— Butterworth, Tracy, Healy, 
Rickert, Farrell, Mahoney (T. J.), Smith 
(J. W.), De Villiers, Hutchinson, Keefe 
(D. J.), Warner, Downey, Pattison, He- • 
ron, Wilson (W. B.), Bahlhorn, Mason, 
Cain, Dix, Quick. Mahon, Orr, Maloney 
(P.), Powell, Kidd, Morgan, Triplett, 
Iglesias, Husted, Seaward, Michel, Bren- 
nan, Lock, Harris (R. F.), Ward, Walk- 
er, Dunn (J. P.), Payne, O'Shea, Morris 
(\v\ D.), Murray, Hyde, Coffey, Patter- 
son, Edmonson, Daley, Catania, Bailey, 
Pillsbury. Bell, Damozonio, Schilling, 
Morey, Dowd, Padilla. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read the follow- 
ing telegrams: 

FALL RIVER, Mass., Nov. 21, 1904. 
Frank Morrison, San Francisco: 

Convey to Convention our heartfelt 
a d sincere thanks for, the splendid 
assistance given in this fight. Every- 
body firm. 

ALBERT HIBBERT, 
General Secretary United Textile 

Workers of America. 
Samuel Gompers, President, San Fran 
cisco, Cal.: 

Mandate obeyed. Steam Fitters ex- 
pelled by Washington Central Labor 
Union. . 

CHARLES W. WINSLOW. 

Secretary Morrison read an invita- 
tion from the Building Trades Council 
of San Francisco to the delegates to 
visit the session of the Council to be 
held on Thursday evening, November 
24th, at the headquarters of the Coun- 
cil. 

Delegate J. B. Dale received the 
unanimous consent of the Convention 
to the introduction of a resolution, and 
submitted the following: 

Resolution No. 156.— By J. B. Dale, of 
the Ship-Keepers' Union No. 8970, Val- 
lejo, California: 

WHEREAS, The Ship-keepers on the 
Mare Island Navy Yard were, prior to 
August 20, 1900, compelled by the ruling 
of those in authority, to work an aver- 
age of twelve hours for a day's pay (in 



violation of the eight-hour law) after said 
20th day of August, 1900, by a decision 
of the Secretary of the Navy, the hours 
of the said Ship-keepers were reduced to 
eight for a day's pay, thereby confessing 
that when compelled to work twelve 
hours we worked an excess of four hours 
of overtime for each calendar day, and 
that, 

WHEREAS, That said Ship-keepers 
have made demand upon the proper au- 
thority to pay for overtime for this ex- 
cess of four hours for each calendar day 
so worked, yet the Auditor for the Navy 
Department has persistently refused to 
audit -our claim for said overtime, though 
the fact has been called to his attention 
that the claims of Ship-keepers at other 
navv yards have been paid for this over- 
time in former years, and 

WHEREAS, Congressman Metcalf on 
the 18th day of March, 1904, introduced 
a bill in the House of Representatives, 
bill No 14171, referring to the Court of 
Clafms the claim of the Ship-keepers at 
Mare Island, California. To the Commit- 
tee of Claims, therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor at its Twenty-fourth An- 
nual Convention now in session at Lyric 
Hall, San Francisco, Cal., have .thor- 
oughly investigated this claim of tho 
Ship-keepers' Union No. 8970, A. F. of L., 
and being fully convinced of the justness 
of the same, do hereby indorse the same, 
and earnestly urge the Law and Legis- 
lative Committee of the A. F. of L. to 
use all means within their power to aid 
the attorneys for the Ship-keepers, 
Messrs Herbert and Micon, at washing- 
ton, D. C, in the effort the said firm 
is making to have an equitable adjust- 
ment of the claim of the Ship-keepers. 

The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate James F. Grimes received 
th t unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion to the Introduction of a resolution, 
and submitted the following: 

Resolution No. 157.— By Delegate 
James F. Grimes of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners: 

WHEREAS, In the proper embellish- 
ment of our towns and cities, by parks, 
monuments, ornamental buildings, bou- 
levards and driveways, there is too fre- 
quently an utter neglect in the removal 
of unsanitary and unhealthful condi- 
tions In the less favored localities, and 

WHEREAS, In our opinion one of the 
first duties of town and .city governments 
is to make wholesome, by good drainage, 
paving, water supply, and correct tene- 
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merit house construction, those portions 
of cities and towns, that are now neg- 
lected in these respects, thus Imperilling 
the health and happiness of the working 
people; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, In the interest of the poor 
and well-to-do also, town and municipal 
councils should give greater legislative 
attention with adequate appropriations, 
for the removal of these evil conditions 
in the less favored localities; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the labor unions by 
supporting candidates pledged in ad- 
vance, to the support of a necessary and 
wise ordinance, according with the fore- 
going principles, will materially advance 
the health conditions and material pros- 
perity of the country, and those of the 
American Federation of Labor In this 
Convention assembled, recommends these 
principles to its affiliated national, State, 
district and local bodies. 

The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Poster, for the Committee 
on Resolutions, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 130. — By Delegate Geo. 
C. Campbell of the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paper hang- • 
ers of America: 

WHEREAS. The conflict between 
employers and laborers is being em- 

Shasized and brought out more plainly 
y the action of Organized Employers, 
Citizens' Alliances and Manufacturers 
Associations; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon the 
workers to read, think and educate 
themselves on economic questions, and 
emphasize every industrial conflict by 
political action In the interest of the 
working people and defeat our un- 
principled adversaries by the use of an 
united ballot. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in unanimously. 

Delegate Foster — The committee has 
two resolutions, Introduced by Victor 
L. Berger, who requests that consider- 
ation of them be postponed for a short 
time until he can be present. 

The request was granted and consid- 
eration of the resolutions postponed. 

Delegate John P. Tobin received the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of a resolution, and 
submitted the following: 

Resolution No. 158. — By Delegate 
John F. Tobin of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The J. E. Tilt Shoe Com- 

?any of Chicago, Illinois, on June 7, 
904, made an agreement with the 
Boot and Shoe Workers' Union, under 
which wages were fixed as then pre- 
vailing, and further agreed that no 
change in wages would be made unless 



such change was first agreed upon be- 
tween the Arm and the Boot and Shoe 
Workers' Union; and 

WHEREAS, A notice has been posted 
that wages would thereafter be re- 
duced, which reduction ranges from 16 
to 60 per cent, without the consent of 
the Union; therefore 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council be instructed to aid the Boot 
and Shoe Workers' Union in reaching 
an adjustment, and falling, the J. E. 
Tilt Shoe Company be placed on the 
unfair list, if in the opinion of the 
Council such course is justifiable. 

The resolution was adopted by a 
unanimous vote of the Convention: 

Delegate Foster, for the Committee 
on Resolutions, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 105. — By Delegate Vic- 
. tor L. Berger of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, Experience has proven 
that the militia can be used by capital- 
ists as an engine of destruction in the 
subjugation of the working people, 
workmen have thus been arrayed 
against workmen, and ordered to shoot 
down their comrades; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, that we declare 
our intention, and hereby instruct all 
affiliated bodies, to hold absolutely aloof 
from all connection with the militia, 
until the military system in vogue In 
Switzerland, or a similar system, is 
adopted in the United States. 

The committee non-concurs In the 
resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred In. 

Delegate Berger spoke against the 
adoption of the report of the commit- 
tee. 

Delegate Zaring discussed the reso- 
lution, and while not favoring *it in its 
present form, suggested that a resolu- 
tion be drawn up indicating the dis- 
approval of the Convention to members 
of labor unions joining the State 
militia. 

Delegate Brown spoke against the 
motion to concur in the report' of the 
committee. Delegates Guerin, Foster 
and Lennon spoke In favor of adoption 
of the report of the committee. 

A motion was made and carried that 
debate cease. 

The motion to concur In the report 
of the committee was then carried. 

Resolution No. 104. — By Delegate yic- 
tor L. Berger, International Typograph- 
ical Union: 

WHEREAS, Labor creates all values 
or makes them useful and accessible to 
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mankind, but the present economic 
system is such that it is impossible for 
the great mass of wage-workers to 
save up a sufficient amount of money 
or property to secure them against 
want and misery and the indignities 
of capitalistic charity in their old afire; 
and 

WHEREAS. It is the prime object of 
the trade union movement to improve 
and elevate the standard of living of 
the working class everywhere and in 
every possible way; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to use its best 
efforts to induce the Congress of 
the United States to pass a bill which 
will secure to every wage-worker in 
the United States who has earned no 
more than $1000 average wages per 
year, a pension of not less than $12 
per month at the age of sixty, and 
thereafter for the rest of his or her 
natural life; provided, however, that 
such wage-worker is a citizen of the 
United States and has lived in this 
country for at least twenty-one years 
continually at the time when the ap- 
plication is made. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

Delegate Berger spoke at some length 
against the report of the committee. 

A motion was made by Delegate Mackey 
that debate cease. The motion was sec- 
onded, but hot carried. 

Delegates Barnes and Ramsey spoke 
against the adoption of the report of the 
committee. 

Delegates Duncan, Porter, Foster and 
Devine spoke in favor of the adqptlon of 
the report of the committee. 

On motion of Delegate Hirsck debate 
ceased. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then voted on and car- 
ried. 

President Gompers— Under the special 
order of business we will now hear the 
representative of the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners. I have the pleasure of 
introducing to you a members of the 
Executive Board of the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners, Mr. D. C. Copley, who 
will now address you. 

Mr. Copley— Mr. President and Dele- 
gates: It gives me the deepest pleasure 
at this time to appear before you. I see 
among the delegates present many with 
whom I have been In conventions in pre- 
vious years when we were affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor. It 



gives me great pleasure to renew those 
associations. I am gratified to be ex- 
tended the courtesy of the floor of this 
Convention, and shall occupy your time 
but for a few minutes. I wish to thank 
the officers and members of the American 
Federation of Labor and Its affiliated 
unions for the support, both financial and 
moral, that has been extended to the 
Western Federation of Miners during the 
past year. 

I do not believe It either wise 'or neces- 
sary for me to take up your time by go- 
ing into details of the Colorado situation 
for the past year and a half. Most of you 
are pretty well acquainted with the con- 
dition of affaire that has existed in that 
State. However, the complexion of 
things has changed somewhat in Colo- 
rado. As a result of organized effort our 
esteemed Governor, Mr. Peabody, has 
been relegated to the rear. We hope that 
Mr. Adams, who has twice been 
Governor of Colorado, will give us a fair 
and Just administration. That is all that 
organized labor asks in Colorado or 
elsewhere. 

As you know, my organization, the 
Western Federation of Miners, is not 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor. As a member of the Execu- 
tive Board of that organization for the 
past two years It has been one of my 
pleasures to further as much as possible 
its affiliation with this body. I believe 
there is room in this great country for 
but one grand federation of labor. I be- 
lieve under the present system of or- 
ganized capital the time has arrived when 
it is absolutely necessary for all organi- 
zations of labor and all union men to be 
under one head, to stand solidly together 
and to proceed as one body. I hope the 
time is not far distant when all the 
union men of this great country will be 
under one tent, so to speak. 

I am thankful for this opportunity to 
address you, and hope that the delibera- 
tions of your Convention will bring about 
many necessary changes in the benefit 
of organized labor. God speed you in 
your work 

President Gompers— Permit me to say 
that we appreciate your visit and your 
kind expressions toward the American 
Federation of Labor. The American 
Federation of Labor, I may say, expects 
and has a right to expect that the Na- 
tional and International trade unions 
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shall become a part of the American 
Federation of Labor. We try to impress 
upon all unaffiliated international unions 
that we have no desire to dominate them, 
no desire to interfere with their internal 
affairs. Our main object is to try to 
federate the workmen for the promotion 
and advancement, and particularly the 
protection of their interests, and to spread 
a feeling of fraternity. 

While we feel intensely on this subject, 
we still feel no ill-will toward the or- 
ganization that has not affiliated itself 
with the American Federation of Labor. 
It is a misconception for anyone to be- 
lieve that; it is a mis-statement for any- 
one to express it. We have nothing: but 
the kindliest feelings for the Western 
Federation of Miners. 

We have tried to do our duty toward 
them. They were once affiliated to the 
American Federation of Labor, and for 
no reason that seems good to us they left 
us. In fact, I am not conscious that any 
reason has been assigned for the sever- 
ance of that affiliation. I am sure we 
sincerely hope the Western Federation of 
Miners may soon become a member of 
the family of trade unions under the 
banner of the American Federation of 
Labor. In any event, we wish you God- 
speed and success. 

Delegate J. R. Crozler received the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of a resolution, and sub- 
mitted the following: 

Resolution No. 159, by J. R. Cro- 
zler, State Branch American Federation 
of Labor, Massachusetts: 

WHEREAS, The Arm of Walter Baker 
Co. of Milton, Mass., has been declared 
unfair to organized labor by the Boston 
Central Labor Union and State Branch 
of American Federation of Labor; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the above-named 
firm be placed on the "We Don't Patron- 
ize" list of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Boycotts. 

Vice-President D. A. Hayes in the 
Chair. 

Delegate D. D. Driscoll, for the Com- 
mittee on State Organization, reported 
as follows: 

The Committee of State Organiza- 
tion find that Resolution No. 118 has 
been acted upon, and needs no action 
of this committee. The committee ap- 
proved the resolution. 



The committee recommends that the 
Secretary of the American Federation 
of Labor send to each National and In- 
ternational Union a request to report 
how many of their Locals are not af- 
filiated with the State Branches and 
that the Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor be requested to 
report to the next Convention, if possi- 
ble, how many Local Unions and Cen- 
tral Labor Unions are not affiliated 
with the State Branches chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor. 

JAMES J. BEEGAN, Chairman, 

JOHN DAVIDSON, 

LOUIS M. JAEGER, 

JNO. G. GOSGRAVE, 

C. W. WOODMAN, 
WILLIAM WHITE, 
ROBERT WHARTON, 

D. D. DRISCOLL, Secretary. 

On motion, the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in. 

Delegate John P. Meade, for the 
Committee on Boycotts, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

Resolution No. 8 — By Delegate 
Fischer and McAndrews of the Tobacco 
Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers* 
International Union has been and is 
still engaged in a severe contest with 
the American and Continental Tobacco 
Companies, commonly known as the 
"twin trust"; and 

WHEREAS, The said trust controls 
a large proportion of the output in thd 
tobacco industry, thus making it diffi- 
cult for the Tobacco Workers to suc- 
cessfully push a boycott against each 
individual brand made by the trust; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, through its officers 
and organizers, give special aid and as- 
sistance to the Tobacco Workers in 
pushing a boycott against each in- 
dividual brand and all brands of to- 
bacco made by both the American and 
Continental Tobacco Trust; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor requests all affiliated 
unions to assist the Tobacco Workers 
by vigorously pushing a boycott 
against all brands of tobacco sold in 
their localities made by the American 
and Continental Tobacco Trust. 

The committee recommends that the 
boycott be reaffirmed. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 42. — By Delegates 
Sarah Hagan and Nathan Wolff, of the 
United Garment Workers of America: 

WHEREAS, The United Garment 
Workers of America are still engaged 
in the severe struggle with the 
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Clothiers* Exchange, of Rochester, N. 
Y., comprising the following: firms, the 
Stein Bloch Co., Michaels Stern Co., 
Adler Bros.. Garson, Meyer Co., A. Dln- 
kelspeil, Moore & Biers, Black & Co., 
H. A. Hays, R. Goldstein & Co., I. 
Holz Son, Solomon Bros. & Bempert, 
Steefel, Strauss & Connor, Hickey 
Freeman Co., Ely Meyer & Simon, 
Herman Stern, Rosenberg Bros., Levy 
Bros., owing to its refusal as a body 
when presented with a request for the 
reduction of the hours of labor to eight 
per day, so as to conform to the work- 
ing time in that branch of the trade 
in all competing markets; and 

WHEREAS, The attitude of the said 
clothing combine has induced other 
clothing markets to force the open- 
shop; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assam- 
bled, does hereby re-affirm the con- 
demnation of the organized clothing 
manufacturers of Rochester as being 
unfair and contrary to the spirit of 
our time; and be It further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be and is hereby in- 
structed to notify all affiliated organ- 
izations and organizers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to give the 
United Garment Workers of America 
their fullest support in defeating the 
actions of the Rochester Clothing Com- 
bine. 

The committee recommends the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

The recommendation of the com- 
mittee was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 70— By Delegate Emil 
Schaerer, of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers' International Union. 
WHEREAS, The boycott placed 
against the products manufactured by 
the Cracker Trust, known as the Na- 
tional Biscuit Co., with main office at 
Chicago, 111., and having branches 
throughout the country; and 

WHEREAS, It Is the custom of this 
concern to hire whenever and wherever 
possible non-union and child-labor trying 
to disrupt the organization of Bakery 
workers by discriminating against Its 
members; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention reaffirms the boy- 
cott on this concern and through Its 
incoming President request all its affil- 
iated organizations to instruct their 
members not to buy any product bear- 
ing the stamp of the National Biscuit 
Co. . 

The committee recommends the re- 
affirmation of the boycott. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 79— By Delegate > A. 
E. Kelllngton, of the Inte ™.f ^n* 1 
Union of Flour and Cereal Mill Em- 
ployes. 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor at "s Twenty- third 
Annual Convention at Boston, Mass., 



placed all products of the Washburn- 
Crosby Milling Company of Minne- 
apolis, Minn., on the "We Do Not Pat- 
ronize" list, and 

WHEREAS, The Washburn-Crosby 
Company has not as yet made a satis- 
factory settlement to the members of 
our International Union; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention reaffirm the plac- 
ing of said corporation on the "We 
Do Not Patronize List," and Instructs 
the Incoming President to send circular 
letters to all affiliated unions in the 
States of New York, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
West Virginia, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Iowa and Missouri where the most 
flour made by the Washburn-Crosby 
Company is sold, requesting that the 
products of this firm be not patronized 
until such time as they will show a 
spirit of fairness in dealing with or- 
ganized labor and are officially notified 
of the same by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The committee recommends that that 
part of the resolution referring to the 
product of the mills be concurred in. The 
part regarding circulars referred to the 
Executive Council. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 141.— By Delegate E. 
J. Lynch, of the Metal Polishers', Buf- 
fers', Platers', Brass Molders', Brass 
and Silver Workers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, A lock-out has been on 
for the last eighteen months at the 
factory of the Waterbury Watch Co., 
Waterbury, Conn., against the mem- 
bers of our organization; and 

WHEREAS, Said Waterbury Watch 
Co. manufactures the Ingersoll Dollar 
Watch; and 

WHEREAS, Said watches are usual- 
ly purchased by working people in 
general; and 

WHEREAS, Said Waterbury Watch 
Co. refuses to employ any union men 
—-after last Labor Day discharged 
three carpenters, members of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers who participated In the Labor Day 
parade, thus showing their antagonism 
against all organized labor; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Waterbury 
Watch Co.. as well as the Ingersoll 
watch be placed on the "We Don t Pat- 
ronize" list of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

We recommend that the President of 
the A. F. of L. make further effort to 
bring about a settlement between the 
Metal Polishers', Buffers', Platers', Brass 
Moulders', Brass and Silver Workers' In- 
ternational Union of North America and 
the Waterbury Watch Company of Wat- 
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erbury. Conn., and in the event of his 
failure to make a settlement that the 
matter be submitted to the Executive 
Council for immediate consideration. 

Report of committee was non-concurred 
In and resolution adopted. 

Resolution No. 64.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS. The Piano and Organ 
Workers' Union have requested the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to place the mentioned 
firm upon the unfair list; and 

WHEREAS, The said Executive Coun- 
cil has not complied with this request; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor place the said firm on 
the unfair list. 

In as much as the Executive Council, 
by the request of Frank Helle, President 
of the Piano and Organ Workers* Inter- 
national Association, has already selected 
a committee of three to make further 
investigation in the case of the Piano 
and Organ Workers' International As- 
sociation against the W. W. Kimball 
Piano and Organ Manufacturing Com- 
pany for th3 purpose of affecting and ad- 
justment of any and all matters in dis- 
pute between the above-named parties, 
and endeavor to unionize the plant re- 
ferred to; therefore, we, your commit- 
tee, recommend that this resolution pe 
referred to the above-named committee 
and they to report to the Executive 
Council as soon as possible after the ad- 
journment of the Convention. 

The recommendation was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 65. — By Delegate Mor- 
ris Brown of the Central Federated 
Union of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The Arm of Hastings & 
Co. of Philadelphia, Pa., and Kemp & 
Co. of New York, both Arms being iden- 
tical, have been placed upon the "We 
Don't Patronize List" of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 



WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Bookbinders have been asked for 
their moral assistance in bringing- 
these firms to terms, but have failed 
to do so; be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
federation of Labor that the Interna- 
tional Bookbinders' Union be and is 
hereby instructed to assist the Gold 
Beaters in this matter immediately. 

Committee recommends reference to 
Grievance Committee. 
Recommendation concurred in. 

Resolution No. 69. — By Delegate Emll 
Schaerer of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The boycott against the 
McKinney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed first by the Louis- 
ville Convention, again at the Scranton 
Convention, again at the New Orleans 
and Boston Conventions of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Baking 
Co. has not as yet seen fit to make a 
sals factory settlement to the members 
of our International Union; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention reaffirm the boycott 
against said corporation and instructs 
the incoming President to send circular 
letters to all affiliated unions in the 
States of Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee 
and Kentucky, where most of this un- 
fair product is sold, requesting that 
that concern be not patronized. 

The committee recommends the re- 
endorsement of that part of the resolu- 
tion concerning the boycott, and on that 
part of the resolution relative to sending 
out circular letters to all affiliated unions 
in the States of Missouri, Illinois, Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, to be referred to 
the President for his immediate consid- 
eration. 

Recommendation of the committee con- 
curred in. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
until 2 p. m. 



EIGHTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order 
at 2 p. m., President Gompers in the 
Chair. 

Absentees — Noschang, Butterworth, 
Gordon, Farrell, Mahoney (T. J.), 
O'Brien, Smith (J. W.), Sullivan, 
Hutchinson, Heron, Dempsey, O'Neil, 
Weber, Miller (Owen), Carey, Finan, 
Mason, Helle, Ramsay, Mahon, Hart, 
Maloney (P.), Morgan, Triplett, Husted, 



Seaward, Goodwin, Michel, Brennan, 
Harris (R. F.), Ward, Walker, Dunn 
(J. P).), O'Shea (D.), Morris (W. D.), 
Murray (John), Hyde, Patterson, Dunn 
(M. T.), Edmonson, Daley, Catania, 
Bailey, Pillsbury, Bell, Keefe (M. O.), 
Damozonio, Schilling, Dowd. 

President Gompers — The special or- 
der of business for this hour Is the 
report of the Committee on Grievances. 
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Delegate Keefe — The Committee on 
Boycotts has a further report to make. 
The report will take but a few minutes 
and we would like to make it before 
the Committee on Grievances reports. 

President Gompers — If there are no 
objections the report of the Commit- 
tee on Boycotts will be heard. 

Delegate Keefe made the following- 
report: 

We, your Committee on Boycotts, beg 
leave to report as follows on Resolu- 
tions Nos. 7, 28, 33, 41, 60, 52, 59, 66, 
106, 121, 143, 151 and 159: 

In accordance with the rules and 
practices of the American Federation 
of Labor we recommend that these 
resolutions be referred to the President 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
make an investigation of the com- 
plaints, to make every effort to adjust 
the same, if possible, and in case of 
failure to do so, and the facts Justify- 
ing the application, the Executive 
Council shall approve of and carry out 
the Intent of the resolution. 

That part of the report of the Ex- 
ecutive Council relating to "The Un- 
fair List" was referred to the Com- 
mittee, and we heartily endorse the 
policy of the Executive Council. 

Delegate Keefe was asked if the 
resolution of the Central Body of New 
York was among the resolutions re- 
ferred to by number, and replied that 
it was. 

Delegates Dold and Brown asked 
that the resolution be withdrawn, and 
their request was complied with. 

Delegate C. P. Shea, of the Team- 
sters, asked permission to make an 
announcement, and said: I wish to 
inform the Convention that the in- 
dictments secured against the General 
officers of our organization by the 
Citizens' Alliance of St. Louis have 
been thrown out and our bond money 
returned to us. The teamsters' strike 
in Chicago is settled in our favor, and 
everything is bright. 

The report of the Committee on Boy- 
cotts was concurred in. 

Delegate T. L. Lewis, of the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, reported as fol- 
lows: 



San Francisco, Cal., Nov. 22, 1904. 
To the Officers and Members of the 

Twenty-fourth Annual Convention- of 

the A. F. of L.: 

We, your Committee on Grievances, 
have given careful consideration to all 
questions submitted to us, a hearing 
to the interested parties and submit the 
following for your consideration: 

Resolution No. 4.— By Delegates Slocum 
and McDade of the International Brother- 
hood of Blacksmiths: 

WHEREAS, There is at the present 
time a difference existing between the 
International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths 
and Helpers on the one side and the Car- 
riage and Wagon Workers' International 
Union on the other side over a question 
of jurisdiction of the blacksmiths and 
helpers, it is the opinion of the under- 
signed, members of the craft they repre- 
sent, that jurisdiction over all black- 
smiths and helpers engaged in the car- 
riage, wagon and automobile manufacture 
and those engaged in like labor, that 
jurisdiction over this class of mechanics, 
together with their finishers and helpers 
should be given by right to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and 
Helpers; and 

WHEREAS, A meeting was held In the 
city of New York between an authorized 
representative of the International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers 
and an authorized representative of the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional Union in an attempt to adjust the 
difference, in compliance with the re- 
quirements of the constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, and at 
said meeting no definite results were ar- 
rived at, consequently I am compelled to 
bring this before this Convention; and 

WHEREAS, The charter of affiliation 
was granted to the International Broth- 
erhood of Blacksmiths on October 30, 
1897, and while the charter of affiliation 
was not granted to the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers' International Union 
until August, 1901, and at the time the 
charter of affiliation was granted to the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional Union the International Brother- 
hood of Blacksmiths exercised Jurisdic- 
tion over this class of blacksmiths, and 
in granting a charter of affiliation to the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional Union, conceding to them jurisdic- 
tion over the members of our craft, was 
contrary to the spirit of the trade union- 
ism upon which the American Federation 
of Labor is builded; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in Convention assembled 
grant to the International Brotherhood 
of Blacksmiths and Helpers full and en- 
tire Jurisdiction over blacksmiths, their 
finishers and helpers engaged in any 
capacity in building or repairing car- 
riages, wagons and automobiles. 
Committee reports unfavorably. 
The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 12.— By Delegate Thos. 
Westoby, of the International Union of 
Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The A. F of L., in Its in- 
structions to Organisers, advises that 
Ship Joiners are eligible for member- 
ship in the U. B. of C. and J. of A, not- 
withstanding that the International U. 
S., J. and C. of A are given jurisdic- 
tion over all wood-work on ships, boats 
and all floating structures; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That m the future It 
shall be made clear to Organizers of 
the A. F. of L. that Ship Joiners be- 
long under the Jurisdiction of the In- 
ternational Union of Shipwrights, Join- 
ers and Caulkers of America, and under 
the said named International Union of 
Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers of 
America they shall be organized, and not 
under any other National or Interna- 
tional. 

Committee recommends resolution be 
referred to the Executive Council with 
full power to act on the subject mat- 
ter of the resolution. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 15.— By Delegates Roady 
Kenehan and John Fitzpatrick, of the 
Journeymen Horse Shoers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Bro- 
therhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers 
have permitted their local unions to 
accept as members men who clearly 
come under the jurisdiction of and are 
eligible to membership in the local unions 
of the International Journeymen Horse 
Shoers' Union; and 

WHEREAS, If this practice Is al- 
lowed to continue it will cause consider- 
able friction between the Blacksmiths 
and Horse Shoers throughout the country, 
and will greatly weaken and retard the 
progress of both International Unions; 
and 

WHEREAS. The Executive Officers of 
the International Horse Shoers' Union 
have made repeated efforts to bring about 
a meeting with the officers of Brother- 
hood of Blacksmiths so that an under- 
standing might be reached; and 

WHEREAS, We have failed to arrange 
such meeting; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fourth An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that the International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers 
be instructed to turn over to the Inter- 
national Journeymen Horse Shoers' Union 
every horse shoer now holding member- 
ship in their organizations, and they be 
further Instructed not to transgress the 
jurisdiction of the Horse Shoers in the 
future but confine themselves to their 
jurisdiction as outlined in their Consti- 
tution and By-Laws. 

Committee recommends that no ac- 
tion be taken, as the interested parties 



have reached a satisfactory agree- 
ment, which is herewith attached. 

This Agreement, made and entered 
into in the city of San Francisco, In 
the State of California on this 22nd 
day of November, 1904, by and between 
The International Journeymen Horse 
Shoers' Union of the United States and 
Canada, and the International Brother- 
hood of Blacksmiths and Helpers and 
for the purposes of this agreement the 
International Journeymen Horse 
Shoers' Union of the United States and 
Canada shall be known as the Party of 
the First Part, and the International 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Help- 
ers shall be known as the Party of the 
Second Part. And for good and valu- 
able trade reasons agree as follows, 
to-wit: 

1st It is conceded that all Horse 
Shoeing comes clearly within the juris- 
diction of the Party of the First Part. 

2d. It is also conceded that all 
Blacksmlthlng comes within the juris- 
diction of the Party of the Second Part. 

3d. That all Horse Shoers now hold- 
ing membership in the organization of 
the Party of the Second Part shall be 
immediately turned over to the Party 
of the First Part. 

4th. That all Blacksmiths now hold- 
ing membership in the organization of 
the Party of the First Part shall be 
immediately turned over to the Party 
of the Second Part. 

5th. In the event of any Horse 
Shoer making application for member- 
ship in the organization of the Party 
of the Second Part, they shall be re- 
ferred to the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Party of the First Part. 

6th. In the event of any Blacksmith 
or Blacksmith's Helper making applica- 
tion for membership in the organisa- 
tion of the Party of the First Part they 
shall be referred to the President of 
the Party of the Second Part. 

7th. On and after the date of the 
signing of this agreement the Party 
of the Second Part shall discontinue 
and so instruct their members not to 
do any horse shoeing in any city or 
town where a local union of Party of 
the First Part exists, or where the 
horse shoeing in such city or town 
comes under the jurisdiction of a near 
by local union of the Party of the 
First Prri 
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8th. That the Party of the First 
Part shall discontinue, and will so in- 
struct their members not to do any 
jobbing work in any city or town 
where a local of the Party of the 
Second Part exists. 

Signed. For the International 
Journeymen Horse 
Shoers' Union of the 
United States and Can- 
ada, by 

ROADT KENEHAN, 
JOHN FITZPATRICK. 
Signed. For the International 
Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers, by 
JOHN SLOCUM, 
JAS. J. McDADE, 

Resolution No. 21.— By Delegate Louis 
J. Gordon, of the United Cloth Hat and 
Cap Makers: 

WHEREAS, Several unions affiliated 
with the Building Trades Council of S. 
F., Cal., paraded on Labor Day, 1904, in 
non-union cloth hats and caps; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Council of S. F, Cal., officially upheld 
and endorsed this action of these unions; 
and 

WHEREAS, Such action resulted in the 
lockout and defeat of Local 9, U. C. H. 
and C. M of N. A.; and 

WHEREAS, Repeated actions of this 
character must Inevitably result to the 
detriment of all unions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in 
Convention assembled denounces and con- 
demns the action of the Building Trades 
Council of S. F., CaL ; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. re- 
quests and urges all affiliated and un- 
affiliated trade organisations to see to it 
that the label of the C. H. and C. M. of 
N. A be on all cloth hats and caps union 
men wear on Labor Day parades. 

Resolution withdrawn by request. 

Resolution No. 26.— By Delegate B. B. 
Rosenthal, of the Upholsterers' Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor granted a charter to the Mat- 
tress Makers, who were formerly a part 
of the Upholsterers' International Union; 
and 

WHEREAS, President Engel, of the 
Upholsterers' International Union, acted 
upon his own responsibility and with- 
out the advice and consent of the Execu- 
tive Board of the Upholsterers' Interna- 
tional Union In consenting to the Issuance 
of a charter by the American ^deration 
of Labor to the Mattress MaJ&rs; and 

WHEREAS, The issuance of such cBar- 
ter has been detrimental to the best in- 
terests of the Upholsterers* International 
Union and the labor movement in gen- 
eral; therefore be H 



RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled, herewith instructs its Executive 
Council, President and Secretary to 
revoke the charter granted the 
Mattress Makers and place them again 
under the jurisdiction and control of the 
Upholsterers' International Union. 

Resolution No. 27.— By Delegate B. B. 
Rosenthal, of the Upholsterers' Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, A Convention has been 
called for December 15, 1904, in the City 
of Washington, D. C, by the Carpet Lay- 
ers, for the purpose of forming an inter- 
national body; and 

WHEREAS, Such Carpet Layers and 
Mechanics are now or have been mem- 
bers of the Upholsterers' Union, and have, 
as organizations, surrendered their char- 
ters and withdrawn from the Upholster- 
ers' International Union, or propose doing 
so; and 

WHEREAS, Jurisdiction over this class 
of work has been granted the Upholster- 
ers' International Union by the American 
Federation of Labor, and such work in 
the past has been done by members of 
the Upholsterers' Union and rightfully 
belongs to the Upholsterers' craft; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By the Upholsterers' In- 
ternational Union that we vigorously 
protest against the issuance by the 
American Federation of Labor of a char- 
ter to the Carpet Layers; and be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That we call upon the 
American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion to instruct its Executive Council, 
President and Secretary to carry out the 
law of the American Federation of Labor 
and refuse a charter to the Carpet Lay- 
ers and allow the Upholsterers to main- 
tain jurisdiction over such men and work, 
which rightfully belongs to them, who 
shoud remain under the jurisdiction of 
the Upholsterers' International Union. 

The committee is of the opinion that 
all parties engaged in upholstering and 
mattress making should be members 
of one organization, and therefore 

Recommend, That the Executive 
Council use its efforts to have the 
Upholsterers, Mattress Makers and 
Carpet Layers become members of one 
organization at the earliest date possi- 
ble. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred In. 

Resolution No. 30.— By Delegate Wm. 
J. Gilthorpe and A. D. Porter, of the 
Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and Iron 
Ship Builders: 

WHEREAS, Samuel Gompers, Presi- 
dent, Frank Morrison, Secretary, and 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, as at that time consti- 
tuted, to- wit: James Duncan, John 
Mitchell. James O'Connell, Max Morris, 
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Dennis Hayes and J. B. Lennon, in vio- 
lation of the Constitution of the American 
Federation of Labor during the month of 
August or September, 1903, did issue a 
charter to the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers, with the seal of the Federation 
affixed; and 

WHEREAS, In doing so they violated 
the spirit and letter of Article IX. Sec- 
tion II, of the Constitution of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, as made and 
provided, which Article and Section re- 
quires that all applications for charter 
shall first be submitted to the closely 
allied crafts for their inspection and ap- 
proval before such charter can be is- 
sued; and 

WHEREAS, Said charter was issued 
to the above-mentioned organization at 
the time this Brotherhood had already and 
beforehand made emphatic protest in 
writing to the Secretary of the Federa- 
tion at Washington, D. C, against issu- 
ing said charter to the above-mentioned 
organization, until the letter and spirit 
of Article IX, Section II, had been com- 
plied with; and 

WHEREAS, That notwithstanding our 
emphatic protest, said charter was issued 
and protest ignored, thereby creating a 
dual organization to this Brotherhod; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That judgment be ren- 
dered in accordance with the facts as 
here presented, and charter of the Struc- 
tural Iron Workers be annulled and re- 
voked. 

Committee reports unfavorably on 
the resolution and recommends the fol- 
lowing substitute, which is the deci- 
sion of the Executive Council in defin- 
ing the Jurisdiction of the Brotherhood 
of Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Build- 
ers of America and the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers on certain kinds of work 
herein named: 

First: Smokestacks are awarded to 
the Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Shio Builders of America. 

Second: Gasometers, steam, air, gas 
or water-tight tank work, with the 
frame work to the coping of the outer 
tank, is awarded to the Brotherhood 
of Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Build- 
ers of America, and the guide frame 
work above . the coping of the outer 
tank is awarded to the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers: 

Third: Erection of rib, girder and 
angle iron work in connection with 
coal hoppers and ash chutes in build- 
ings is awarded to the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers. 

Fourth: Assembling and erection of 



the frame and plates on safety deposit 
vaults is awarded to the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers. 

Delegate Frank Duffy in the Chair. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Gllthorpe spoke against 
the motion and said in part: The 
recommendation of the committee has 
nothing to do with the spirit of the 
resolution, and is contrary to and out- 
side of our grievance. The Consti- 
tution of the American Federation of 
Labor, not what the Secretary has 
Just read you, should settle this. We 
protested forty days before the charter 
for the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers* organization was applied for. 
We protested against Issuing that 
charter unless Section II was complied 
with. We want our rights in this 
matter, and nothing more. We ask 
that the decision arrived at by this 
committee be referred back to a com- 
mittee that has no member of the 
Executive Council on it. We do not 
want the Executive Council to pass on 
it. They know nothing about it. We 
want It sent back to a committee, and 
when It comes before them we want 
justice. 

Delegate Lewis, of the committee, 
said in part: I believe it Is fair that 
the Convention should know the merits 
of the question. The resolution seems 
to charge the Executive Council and 
the officers with violating the Con- 
stitution, and asks that the charter of 
the Structural Iron Workers be re- 
voked. I want to say right here that 
there was a member of the Executive 
Council of the committee, but he did 
not attempt to run the committee, and 
could not have done so. I make that 
statement In reply to Brother Gll- 
thorpe's request that the resolution 
be referred to a committee on which 
there is not a member of the Executive 
Council. No one has denied on the 
committee that technically Mr. Gll- 
thorpe and his colleagues may be right 
so far as consulting them about grant- 
ing the charter is concerned. However, 
there was no protest made at Boston 
against seating the delegate, and that 
is why the committee has made the 
recommendation embodied in Its re- 
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port, and asks this Convention to en- 
dorse the action -of the Executive 
Council to whom was referred Resolu- 
tion No. 146 at the Boston Convention, 
with instructions to use their best of- 
fices to try and define the jurisdiction 
line betwen the several organizations. 

In discussing: the resolution Delegate 
Buchanan said in part: The Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers are in 
the trade union movement to do some- 
thing to better the condition of the 
wage earners in the structural iron in- 
dustry. We are not making these 
fights for the purpose of grabbing 
what belongs to them, or anything of 
that kind. Our only purpose is to 
have those men organized under a 
system that will give them results for 
their efforts. I have had applications 
from what is known as the Boiler 
Makers' Helpers Organization in dif- 
ferent places, but have refused to con- 
sider them, because we could not take 
them without the consent of the A. F. 
of L. It is for that reason I made 
the best effort I could to get the stack 
workers conceded to us. We are not 
organized for the purpose of tearing 
down but of building up; we are not 
organized for the purpose of destroy- 
ing but for the purpose of construct- 
ing. We are opposed by the U. S. Steel 
Corporation, by the structural iron 
manufacturers and by the employers' 
associations the latter of these or- 
ganized for the purpose of seeing that 
we do not go much farther. Our rapid 
progress probably has alarmed these 
people. The men in our organization 
are becoming educated to the fact that 
they must be aggressive if they hope 
to get any part of their rights from 
the greed and avarice that is organ- 
ized against us. 

Delegate Barnes asked if Delegate 
Buchanan favored the report of the 
committee. 

Delegate Buchanan — The report is 
not in favor of my organization, for 
the reason that we know the Boiler- 
makers cannot do stack work, and we 
want to control that work. 

Delegate Porter, of the Boilermakers, 
in discussing the question, said: This 
resolution, when it was put into the 
Convention, was not on the lines of 
division but of constitution. We want 
what belongs to us. We served our 



apprenticeship and have done this 
work for years. The resolution was in- 
troduced on constitutional lines. We 
are asking for our rights under Article 
IX, Section 9. 

Delegate O'Connell, of the committee, 
said: The proposition in the resolu- 
tion is for the censuring of the Execu- 
tive Council and the withdrawal of the 
charter of the Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers. The committee con- 
sidered the fact that before the charter 
of the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers was granted ten or twelve 
good sized local unions of that craft 
were directly affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. There 
had never been any protest from the 
Boilermakers against their being so 
affiliated, or asking for their transfer. 
The Executive Council, believing there 
was no desire on the part of any other 
organization to attach them to its In- 
ternational Union, because no applica- 
tion was made for these local unions, 
granted this charter when it was ap- 
plied for. 

Delegate Oilthorpe moved that the 
resolution be referred to a special com- 
mittee of three. 

Chairman Duffy — The question before 
the Convention is the motion to adopt 
the report of the committee. 

The motion was voted on and car- 
ried. 

Delegate Gilthorpe — I desire to go on 
record as protesting against the ac- 
tion of the Chair. Why was not my 
amendment considered? 

Chairman Duffy — The amendment 
was not seconded. 

Delegate Gilthorpe — The amendment 
was seconded. 

Delegate Porter — I seconded the mo- 
tion. 

Chairman Duffy — The Chair did not 
hear a second. 

Delegate Porter — I move a recon- 
sideration of the motion. 

President Gompers in the Chair. 

The Chairman announced that the 
matter was settled. 

Delegate Lewis continued the report 
of the committee as follows: 

Resolution No. 40.— By Delegates Wm. 
McSorley and T. C. DeVilliers, of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, The Bridge and Structural 
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Iron Workers, in their last Convention at 
Toronto, Canada, passed the following 
resolution: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers* 
International Association in Conven- 
tion assembled: 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
te of Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, at the Kansas City Convention, en- 
tered into an agreement with the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers for the purpose 
of unifying the forces of the metal in- 
dustry; and 

WHEREAS, The Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers have acted In bad faith 
without association in violating their 
agreement by calling strikes against our 
men and otherwise using their influence 
against our members by preventing them 
from working at the metal lathing in- 
dustry; and 

WHEREAS, Those that are working 
at the metal lathing industry can be bet- 
ter organized and protected by being a 
part of the International Association of 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, and 
will strengthen the Association by or- 
ganizing them; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That in consideration of 
the foregoing facts that we declare the 
said named agreement null and void and 
declare our right by claiming the metal 
lathing industry. 

The Committee recommends that the 
International Association control this 
work in its entirety. 

Regularly moved and seconded the re- 
port of Committee be concurred in. Car- 
ried; and 

WHEREAS, It is a direct violation 
of all agreements entered into by the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers' 
International Union, and Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union, also 
our craft jurisdiction, which has been 
conceded to us by the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor, long be- 
fore the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers became affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and by their 
recent action, if it is sustained by this 
body, will be the starting of a labor war 
that will disrupt both of these Interna- 
tional Unions and bring about no good 
results, as you can see by the above 
resolution, if concurred in by this body, 
would drive us out of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Whereby this is a di- 
rect violation of Article IX, Section II 
of the Constitution of American Federa- 
tion of Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention go on 
record as disapproving of any organiza- 
tion violating agreements, and trying to 
disrupt bonafide International Unions, as 
is clearly shown by the action of tho 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, at 
recent Convention; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention assembled 
instruct all National and International 
Unions to support the Wood, Wire and 



Metal Lathers' International Union m 
its claim for jurisdiction, as set forth 
in its constitution, and approved by the 
American Federation of Labor, as we can 
prove we are the only legitimate organi- 
zation entitled to do this work. 

Committee recommends that the sub- 
ject matter of this resolution be en- 
dorsed as embodied in the following 
agreement: 

Articles of agreement entered into 
between the International Association 
of Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, 
parties of the first part; and the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers' International 
Union, party of the second part 

ARTICLE I. 

Section 1. Witnesseth, that the 
party of the first part recognizes the 
right of the party of the second part 
to erect and Install light iron furring, 
bracket work, clips, hangers and other 
appurtenances to metal ic lathing and 
floor construction, and steel corner 
beads erected for the purpose of hold- 
ing plaster, cement, concrete or other 
plastic material. 

Section 2. Cards of party of the 
second part will be honored and recog- 
nized by party of the first part in pur- 
suance of all work as outlined by Sec- 
tion 1 of Article I of this agreement. 

ARTICLE II. 

Section 1. Witnesseth, party of the 
second part disclaims any right to in- 
stall or erect any iron work other than 
that outlined in Article I of Section 1 in 
this agreement 

Section 2. Party of the second part 
agrees to recognize the cards of the 
party of the first part when same are 
in good standing and to permit holders 
thereof to work under the jurisdiction 
of party of the second part upon all 
work conceded under this agreement to 
party of the second part. 

ARTICLE III. 

Section 1. Party of the second part 
further agrees not to work for less 
than the standard rate of wages recog- 
nized by the party of the first part 

Section 2. It Is further agreed by 
the parties to this agreement '.hat they 
will not accept any person or persons 
who may have been members of either 
organization and have been suspended 
or expelled from either organization, 
until such person or persons have set- 
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tied to the satisfaction of the organisa- 
tion of which he or they may have been 
members. 

Section 3. It is further agreed in 
case of a misunderstanding arising be- 
tween the parties to this agreement, 
they shall be submitted to a joint com- 
mittee of both organizations, to con- 
sist of the general President and gen- 
eral Secretary-Treasurer of each. 

Signed. FRANK BUCHANAN, 
President, 
J. W. JOHNSON, 

Secretary, 
Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers. 
Signed. J. E. TOALE, 

President, 
JOHN T. TAGGART, 
Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of ' the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate McSorley — I would like to 
know if this is to give notice that the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
are ordered to rescind the action taken 
at their recent Convention in Toronto? 
This seems to be a start to disrupt the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lath Workers* 
Organisation. When this joint con- 
ference was held at the Boston Conven- 
tion there was an agreement between 
the Structural Iron Workers and our 
organisation. We have adhered to 
every principle of that agreement. The 
committee cannot show that we have 
not. This movement to absorb our or- 
ganization started right here in San 
Francisco. However, their lovely 
dream of absorbing us will not be 
realized. I think this Convention 
should take action to compel the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers to 
rescind the action they took at 
Toronto. 

Delegate Brady, In discussing the 
motion, said in part: I do not believe 
there is any intention on the part of 
the Structural Iron Workers to absorb 
this organization he speaks of, but 
there is a desire to confine them to 
their original work. 

Delegate Barnes — I think there is a 
provision in the constitution that no 
grievances shall be considered by the 
committee or the Convention unless the 



parties have conferred and made ef- 
fort* to settle It themselves. I have 
been informed that these parties have 
not made such an effort. 

Delegate O'Connell, of the committee, 
said: The agreement we read was 
drawn up between the two parties, but 
each claims the other has violated it. 

Delegate McSorley — I claim we have 
not violated it; but we claim the ac- 
tion of the resolution at the Toronto 
Convention violated it. 

Delegate Buchanan — This is another 
of the questions growing out of the 
development of Industries. What is 
now known as the Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers' Organization was com- 
posed some years ago of wood lathers. 
They changed their name and reached 
out to get work in the iron work of the 
modern buildings. They have been 
successful in having their claims sub- 
stantiated. Our claims until recently 
have not developed into claiming the 
lathing proper. We made the agree- 
ment that was read and recommended 
by the committee in Kansas City at our 
convention. That agreement was made 
in good faith and we are carrying it 
out in good faith. We believed metal 
lathing was iron work, and we con- 
trolled It in a majority of the cities 
over the country. We considered this 
agreement because it is sometimes 
awkward to have two classes of men 
working on one building. 

Delegate Buchanan spoke on the sub- 
ject at some length. 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was then carried. 

Delegate Victor L Berger received 
the unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion to make a statement, and said: 

I wish to speak in regard to the 
unfortunate affair of last evening. 
The squib brought up here emanated 
from the business office. I did not 
write it, had nothing to do with it, 
and did not know it was sent here 
until this copy was shown me. Of 
course, being one of the editors of the 
paper. I am responsible, but person- 
ally I had nothing to do with the 
squib, and I don't say I like tl.e con- 
tents. I repeat again that I stand for 
the Social Democratic Herald in its 
general policy, because I am a Socialist 
personally, but I want to disclaim be- 
ing responsible for this squib. 
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* Vice-President John Mitchell— In view 
of the assurance given by Mr. Berger 
that he is not personally responsible for 
the statements in the circular, and in 
view of the fact that he does not approve 
of the statements made there, I ask that 
my statement, wherein I said that unless 
Mr. Berger furnished proof of the allega- 
tions, he be branded as a liar, I ask that 
that part of my statement be stricken 
out of the minutes. I move that that 
part of my statements be stricken from 
the minutes. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

Delegate Tanquary moved that the 
rules be suspended and that the time at 
which the Convention was to adjourn 
be taken up. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

Delegate Wiseman — I move that it is 
the sense of this Convention tnat wnen 
we adjourn this afternoon's session we 
adjourn to meet in session Thursday 
morning at nine o'clock. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Shea — I move as an amend- 
ment that we hold a session this even- 
ing from eight to eleven, then adjourn 
until niYie o'clock Thursday morning. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Sullivan — I move that the 
motion to hold a night session be laid 
upon the table. 

President Gompers — That will carry 
the whole subject with it. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Treasurer Lennon — I move as an 
amendment to the amendment that we 
hold a night session this evening and 
reassemble on Friday morning. For 
one I am not willing to attend a Con- 
vention on Thanksgiving day. (Second- 
ed.) 

Delegate D. D. Driscoll — I move as 
a substitute for the whole that we re- 
main in session until seven o'clock this 
evening and then adjourn until nine 
o'clock Friday morning. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Barnes asked to have the 
motion divided. 

This was agreed to. The motion to 
remain in session until seven o'clock 
was carried by a vote of 102 to 83. 

The motion to adjourn the Conven- 
tion at the end of the session to meet 
at nine o'clock Friday morning was 
carried. 



Delegate T. L. Lewis, for the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, continued the 
report as follows: 

Resolution No. 44.— By Delegate Bert 
H. Beadle, of the Watch Case Engrav- 
ers' International Association: 

WHEREAS, The following decision was 
rendered by the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L on June 20, 1904: 

WASHINGTON, D. C.', June 20. 1904. 
Mr. F. Huber, Secretary International 
Association of Watch Case Engravers, 
P. O. Box 263, Canton, Ohio: 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

On Saturday last a conference was held 
between two representatives of your or- 
ganization and a representative of the 
Jewelry Workers' International Union 
relative to the question of the union label, 
and also upon the question of jurisdic- 
tion. 

In regard to the question of juris- 
diction over watch case engravers it 
was clearly understood and so decided 
that watch case engravers should prop- 
erly come under the jurisdiction of your 
organization, and that the Jewelry Work- 
ers' International Union should be so ad- 
vised and to surrender such watch case 
engravers who may be now members of 
that organization, some arrangement mu- 
tually agreeable to both organizations 
to be made by which the transfer of mem- 
bership can be made with the least fric- 
tion or difficulty. 

At the conference the subject matter of 
a closer understanding and perhaps co- 
operation between your organization and 
the Jewelry Workers' International Union 
should be reached, both in regard to the 
Issuance of the union label and to pro- 
tect and promote the best interests of the 
entire craft. It is not understood nor 
urged that your organization should 
cease to issue its union label, but that 
some arrangement may be made where- 
by the best interests of all could be ad- 
vanced and that in the near future the 
trade may be better organized and a Joint 
label might be issued or a co-operative 
efTort made for the Issuance of the label. 

It is further suggested that a represen- 
tative of your International Association 
should be In attendance at the Convention 
of the Jewelry Workers' International 
Union, which is to be held on July 11th 
at Odd Fellows' Hall, No. 66-69 East 
Eighth street, New York City, where bet- 
ter opportunity will be afforded for the 
conference with the representatives of 
that organization, so that the Convention 
might be In a position to take effective 
action thereon. 

Trusting that the same will be agree- 
able, and that in time matters may serve 
the best interests of all concerned, I am, 
with best wishes, 

Fraternally yours, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of Labor. 
And 

WHEREAS, The Watch Case Engrav- 
ers' International Association of Ameri- 
ca has compiled with the request of the 
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Executive Council of the A. F. of L. In 
sending delegates to the Jewelry Work- 
ers' International Union Convention, held 
in New York, July, 1904, and that that 
body did practically Ignore our delegates, 
only allowing them fifteen (15) minutes to 
draft a resolution of an agreement by 
which the W. C. E. I. A. of A. and the 
J. W. I. U. could come to some agree- 
ment, it being impossible in the short 
time of fifteen minutes to draw up an 
agreement of such importance whereby 
the two aforesaid bodies could come to 
some mutual agreement in the settlement 
of their troubles, thus practically ignor- 
ing the delegates of the W. C. E. I. A. of 
A. r therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention does 
hereby re-affirm and endorse the decision 
of the Executive Council of the A. F. of 
Lr. in their decision rendered on June 20, 
1904, between the Watch Case Engrav- 
ers' International Association of America 
and the Jewelry Workers* International 
Union, and compel the J. W. I. U. to sur- 
render all watch case engravers In their 
union to the W. C. E. I. A. of A.; and 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the W. C. E. I. A. 
of A. shall be the only body recognized 
by the A. F. of L in regard to watch 
case engravers; be it also 

RESOLVED, That the label of the 
Watch Case Engravers' International 
Association of America be the official la- 
bel of all engraving done on watch cases. 

Committee reports favorably. 
The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Delegate Lewis— The committee has 
taken up a number of resolutions and, in 
the language of the street, "bunched 
them." They are Resolution No. 47, by 
the Delegates of the International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters; Resolution No. 53, 
by Delegate Morris Brown, of the Cen- 
tral Federated Union of New York City; 
Resolution No. 113, by the Delegates of 
the International Union of Steam En- 
gineers, and Resolution No. 148, of the 
Belleville Trades and Labor Assembly. 
Also all of the subject matter in the re- 
port of the Executive Council, beginning 
with "Brewery Workers', Engineers', 
Firemen's Agreements," and ending with 
certain recommendations by the Execu- 
tive Council. 

Committee has carefully read the reso- 
lutions and heard the statements of the 
parties in interest, and in addition has 
reviewed the action of the Executive 
Council on the unfortunate controversy 
existing between the different classes of 
wage-earners in the breweries of the 
country. 

The committee desires to end the pres- 



ent controversy in the interest of the 
many wage-earners affected and sub- 
mits the following for your considera- 
tion. 

We recommend that all agreements and 
decisions heretofore made by, or at the 
Instance of, the American Federation of 
Labor, between the Brewery Workmen, 
Engineers, Firemen and Teamsters, be 
and are hereby substituted by a working 
agreement upon the following basis: 

1. All brewery employes now members 
of the United Brewery Workmen's Union 
may remain such provided that such 
members of said United Brewery Work- 

* men's Union as are now employed as En- 
gineers, Firemen, or Teamsters, may 
withdraw from that organization, and join 
their respective unions, representing these 
crafts, without prejudice or discrimina- 
tion on the part of their former associ- 
ates. 

2. Hereafter the United Brewery Work- 
men's Union shall not admit to member- 
ship any engineer, fireman or teamster, 
but shall refer all applicants, members 
of these trades, to the respective organ- 
izations of these trades, now affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
where such organizations exist. 

3. All engineers, firemen and teamsters 
employed In breweries shall conform to 
the laws, rules and regulations made by 
that organization of which the majority 
of the members of the respective crafts 
employed in each brewery are members. 

4. Whenever a majority of men em- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of the 
respective unions of these crafts, the or- 
ganization or organizations representing 
such majority shall appoint a committee 
to act co-Jointly with the United Brewery 
Workmen's Union In any negotiations 
which may arise with the employers, 
provided that the United Brewery Work- 
men shall have equal representation with 
all the other organizations in joint con- 
ference. 

5. Failure to comply with the provisions 
of this agreement within a period of six 
months after the date of adjournment 
of this Convention shall work a revoca- 
tion of the charter of the organization or 
organizations so falling. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
adopted. 
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It was moved as an amendment that 
the report of the committee be printed 
and distributed to the delegates and 
that final action be deferred until nine 
o'clock Friday morning. (Seconded.) 

Delegates O'Connell, Hayes and Shea 
spoke against the amendment; Dele- 
gates Zarlng, Kemper and Hammill 
in favor of the amendment. 

The amendment was then voted on 
and carried. 

The committee continued its report 
as follows: 

Resolution No. 46.— By Delegate Man- 
uel Alves, of the Riggers' Protective 
Union, 10,298: 

WHEREAS, There has been a great 
deal of friction and ill-feeling created 
between the Riggers' Protective Union 
and Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
over work claimed and performed by 
members of both unions, and if allowed 
to continue will deprive said Riggers' 
Protective Union of a great deal of work 
always performed In the past by them; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil, during the present session, adjust 
the differences if possible. 

Committee recommends resolution be 
referred to Executive Council with in- 
structions to Institute an investigation 
for the purpose of adjusting differ- 
ences. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 65.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown, of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The firm of Hastings & 
Co., of Philadelphia, Pa., and Kemp & 
Co., of New York, both Arms being iden- 
tical, have been placed upon the "We 
Don't Patronise List" of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The International Union of 
Bookbinders have been asked for their 
moral assistance in bringing these Arms 
to terms, but have failed to do so; be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the International 
Bookbinders' Union be and is hereby in- 
structed to assist the Gold Beaters in this 
matter immediately. 

Committee reports favorably on the 
resolution. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

NEW YORK CENTRAL BODY. 
Repeated efforts were made by Presi- 
dent Gompers to bring about an under- 
standing, by mutual consent, between 
the Hotel and Restaurant Employes' 



International Alliance, etc., and the 
New York Central Federated Union, for 
the full representation of the Interna- 
tional's local. Agreements were signed 
and then repudiated by the Central 
Body. 

Efforts to secure for the Internation- 
al's union the rights to which it was 
entitled were recommended frequently 
throughout the year, but without suc- 
cess. The matter is not now satisfac- 
torily determined. 

Resolution No. 74.— By the delegates 
of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes' International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders' International League of Amer- 
ica: 

WHEREAS, The New York Central 
Federated Union, through their dele- 
gate, Mr. Morris Brown, have insisted 
in Resolution No. 53 that the decisions 
of former Conventions of the A. F. of 
L. touching upon the controversy be- 
tween the Brewery Workers' and En- 
gineers' and Firemen's National Unions 
be carried out; and 

WHEREAS, The New York Central 
Federated Union itself has utterly 
failed to obey the decision of the Bos- 
ton Convention in the matter of seat- 
ing a bona fide local affiliated with 
the H. & R. E. I. A. and B. I. L. of A., 
and unseating a suspended local, formerly 
attached to the said Int. Union, which 
the said Central Body was instructed 
to do on penalty of losing its char- 
ter; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention enforce the decision 
of the Boston Convention and make it 
effective at once. 

Committee recommends that the reso- 
lution be referred to the Executive 
Council to enforce Its decision. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Brown — If the report is 
adopted does that preclude an attempt 
being made to straighten out the mat- 
ter between the officers of the National 
Body and a committee of the Central 
Federated Union of New York City? 

Delegate Lewis — The purpose of the 
committee in referring that to the 
Executive Council is to have the Ex- 
ecutive Council take the matter up 
with the parties interested, in line 
with the decision ana enforce its own 
decision. 

Delegates Robinson and Brown spoke 
against the motion; Delegates Sullivan, 
Wiseman, O'Connell and Lewis In favor 
of the motion. 
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On motion of Delegate Warner de- 
bate closed. 

The report of the committee was 
then adopted. 

Resolution No. 77.— By Delegate 
Matthew Canavan, of the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers* International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Boston Convention 
gave jurisdiction over the Carriage and 
Wagon Painters to the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Paperhangers and Decorators 
of America; and 

WHEREAS, The connection of the 
Carriage and Wagon Painters is much 
closer in general than to the work of 
the Painters, Paperhangers and Deco- 
rators; and 

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the 
mover of this resolution that the rela- 
tion and interest of all parties con- 
cerned would be best served by the 
affiliation of the Carriage and Wagon 
Painters with the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the decision of the 
Boston Convention be reversed and that 
the Carriage and Wagon Workers* Inter- 
national Body be given complete Jurisdic- 
tion over the Carriage and Wagon Paint- 
ers' Unions. 

Committee reports unfavorably aa 
the action of the Boston Convention 
remains in force until Convention deci- 
sions are complied with. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 80.— By Delegate John 
T. Smith of the International Council of 
Kansas City, Mo.: 

WHEREAS, The Stone Masons' Union 
No. 7049 of Kansas City, Mo., did com- 
municate with the American Federation 
of Labor protesting the actions of the 
Bricklayers' and Masons' International 
Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. did communicate with 
the Stone Masons advising them to take 
out a charter from the Bricklayer**' and 
Masons' International Union wUheut in- 
vestigating existing circumstances in 
Kansas City; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That we, the Stone Ma- 
sons' Protective Union No. 7049, most em- 
?>hatically protest against the action of 
he Executive Council, and request the 
reconsideration of said action. 

Committee reports unfavorably as it 
has no jurisdiction. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred In. 

Resolution No. 94.— By the Delegates 
of the Amalgamated Wood Workers' In- 
• ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, For a number of years 
past there has been a bitter warfare 
between the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners and the Amalga- 
mated Woodworkers* International Union 



over the question of trade jurisdiction; 
and 

WHEREAS, The New Orleans Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, two years ago, decided to end the 
conflict by referring the entire subject 
matter to an arbitration tribunal com- 
posed of five members from each organ- 
isation, these ten to select an umpire; 
and 

WHEREAS, The delegates represent- 
ing the U. B. of C. and J. and the A. W. 
at New Orleans declared their willing- 
ness to abide by the decison of said ar- 
bitration board; and 

WHEREAS, The representatives of the 
two organizations met in Indianapolis, in 
February, 1908, and selected P. J. Dow- 
ney, of Albany, N. Y., as umpire; and 

WHEREAS, After an exhaustive hear- 
ing of the case, the umpire rendered a 
decision, which the Amalgamate! Wood- 
workers* International Union was, and 
still is, willing to be governed by; and 

WHEREAS, This decision has been fla- 
grantly violated by the United Brother- 
hood in many ways, such n$ encouraging 
their members to take the places of 
striking Woodworkers: breaking up our 
unions and offering inducements to our 
members to secede from our organiza- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS, This policy of piracy of 
the United Brotherhood militates against 
our success; Is detrimental to the Car- 
penters and does injury to the general 
labor movement. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it be an Imperative 
order of this Convention to the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America, that the decision of the Um- 
pire must be adhered to, or ha id United 
Brotherhood shall suffer immediate sus- 
pension from the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Committee recommends the following 
substitute: 

That the Executive Council require 
the organizations to comply with the 
decision of the Boston Convention or 
stand suspended until decision is com- 
plied with. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 96.— By Delegate P. J. 
Donnelly, of the Coopers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The driving of packages 
In breweries in a great many cities, 
Is being done by members of the Brew- 
ery Workers' Union; and 

WHEREAS, As the driving of pack- 
ages in breweries is cooper's work and 
a part of the cooper's trace; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
compel the Brewery Workers' Union to 
instruct its members to discontinue per- 
forming such work and allow members 
of the Coopers' International Union the 
right to drive packages in breweries. 
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Resolution No. 99.— By Delegate P. J. 
Donnelly, of the Coopers' International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, At a former Convention 
of the A. F. of L. the following reso- 
lution was passed: "That where there 
is sufficient cooperage work for the 
employment of one or more men, said 
men shall belong to the Coopers' Inter 
national Union"; and 

WHEREAS, The coopers working li 
breweries in Columbus, Ohio; Indian 
apolis; Hamilton, Ohio; Los Angeles, 
Cal., and Providence, R. I., belong to 
the Brewery Workers' Union; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
compel the Brewery Workers' Union to 
give up these coopers, and also those of 
any other city who may belong to the 
Brewery Workers' Union, and have them 
become members of the Coopers' Interna- 
tional Union 

Committee reports unfavorably, but 
recommends the following: 

That all coopers employed on new 
work or repair work in a brewery 
should be members of the Coopers' In- 
ternational Union. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Delegate Lewis — The recommenda- 
tion of the committee carries with it 
the general understanding, as we had 
It in the committee when the delegates 
were before us* that It Is carried out. 

Resolution No. 114.— By Delegate A. 
A. Stewart, of Federal Labor Union 
8,921: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council 
of the A. F. of L. did. on May 25, 1904, 
instruct Federal Labor Union No. 8,921 
to surrender their membership to the 
International Longshoremen's Associa- 
tion within sixty days; and 

WHEREAS, The Federal Labor Union 
No. 8,921 could not And such an organi- 
zation as the I. L. A. to surrender to, bu 
did tender the fee on Dec 6, 1903, t 
Henry C. Barter, Secretary-Treasurer of 
the International Longshoremen, Marine 
and Transport Workers' Association and 
ask for a charter reading "International 
Longshoremen's Association," the only 
name recognized by the A. F. of L.; and 

WHEREAS, Such charter was re 
fused for the stated reason that they 
could not grant the same on "such 
broad lines"; and 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union No. 
8,921 did, on July 26, 1904, adopt a reso- 
lution refusing to abide by the decision 
of the Executive Council of the A. F. of 
L., and appealed to this Convention from 
the decision of the E. C. of the A. F. of L. 
on the ground that the Twenty-third 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L., 
assembled in Boston, did positively and 
imperatively instruct the International 
Longshoremen, Marine and Transport 
Workers' Association to transact all its 



business under the name chartered and 
recognized by the A. F. of L., viz: "In- 
ternational Longshoremen' 8 Association"; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Federal Labor 
Union No. 8,921 be Instructed to re- 
tain their charter and have full Juris- 
diction over all longshore work in 
the port of San Pedro, Cal., until such 
time as the International Longshore- 
men's Association will grant them a 
charter in conformity with the deci- 
sion of the Boston Convention of the 
A. F. of L. 

Committee recommends that the 
Longshoremen's Union send a repre- 
sentative to San Pedro. Cal., for the 
purpose of having the Federal Labor 
Union 8921 affiliate with the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen's Association and 
that the Executive Council also select 
a representative, If necessary. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred In. 

Delegate Westoby — But that Is a 
Federal Labor Union. 

Delegate Lewis — There seems to be a 
good deal of friction there, and It 
seems better to get them to come over 
than to force them to come over. 

Delegate O'Connell — There are men 
employed in the work over whom the 
International Longshoremen have jur- 
isdiction. 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 117.— By Delegates S. 
R. Pattison, P. J. Downey and D. B. 
Heron, of the American Sheet Steel Metal 
Workers* International Association: 

WHEREAS, That at the Twenty-third 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L., 
held in Boston in November, 1903, the 
question of jurisdiction between the 
American Sheet Steel Metal Workers, In- 
ternational Association and the United 
Metal Workers as to which was entitled 
to the jurisdiction over Coppersmiths, 
was referred to the Executive Council 
for decision; and 

WHEREAS, Said Executive Council 
decided that the Coppersmiths should af- 
filiate with the Amalgamated Sheet Met- 
al Workers' International Association; 
and 

WHEREAS, The United Metal Workers 
have made no effort to obey the instruc- 
tions of the Executive Council; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. instruct the United Metal 
Workers to revoke all charters granted 
to locals of Coppersmiths, thereby obey- 
ing the mandates of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L., or stand expelled 
from the A. F. of L. until said instruc- 
tions are complied with. 
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Committee reports favorably, provid- 
ing there are no technical objections to 
the admission of the Coppersmiths on 
transfer cards. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred In. 

Delegate Downey said he did not 
understand the report 

Delegate Lewis — The position taken 
by the committee is that the Copper- 
smiths are members in good standing 
in another union, and they certainly 
ought to be transferred on transfer 
cards to the union that seeks to get 
them. They should not be compelled 
to pay an initiation fee. 

The motion to concur In the report 
was carried. 

Resolution No. 123.— By Delegate A. 
McAndrews, of the Tobacco Workers' In- 
ternational Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Officers of Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers be in- 
structed to order its Local Union No. 18, 
of Cincinnati, O., to admit all members 
of Union No. 1 within thirty days with- 
out prejudice, and upon No. 18's refusal 
, to comply its charter shall stand revoked 
and the International Union of Steam 
Engineers be Instructed to grant charter 
to No. 1 

Committee recommends the follow- 
ing substitute: 

That the Executive Council request 
the officers of the International Union 
of Steam Engineers to transfer all 
members of Local Union No. 1, of Cin- 
cinnati, who are eligible for member- 
ship according to the National Consti- 
tution of the Steam Engineers Union. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 128.— By Delegate J. C. 
Bah 1 horn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and Decorators: 

The Brotherhood of Painters, Decora- 
tors and Paperhangers of America re- 
quest the American Federation of Labor, 
in Convention assembled, to announce of- 
ficially that the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America 
has complete and undivided jurisdiction 
over all varnishers and wood finishers. 

WHEREAS, The evolution of the build- 
ing industry has changed the interior 
finish of woodwork of all large buildings, 
and the larger portion of that in resi- 
dences, especially of the better class 
(which Is finished with shellac or var- 
nish), and this branch of our trade is no 
longer confined to the factory, but has 
become distinctly a building trade; and 

WHEREAS, In all large cities, factor- 



ies and planing mills which formerly con- 
fineu themselves to tne manutacture of 
furniture, now inciuae within the scope 
of their business the manufacture of in- 
terior woodwork for buildings; and 

WHEREAS, When this work has been 
placed in position in the buildings, it re- 
ceives its final coats of varnish, and the 
job Is completed, and, in many instances, 
the firm manufacturing the woodwork 
has the contract for finishing it, and the 
men who do the preparatory work in the 
factory complete it upon the building; 
and 

WHEREAS, The work of the varnish- 
er, even if he be confined to the factory, 
is such that it qualifies him to enter into 
competiton with the painter; and 

WHEREAS, The wages of the var-. 
nisher now affiliated with the Interna- 
tional Union of Woodworkers are in 
every instance lower than those of mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood engaged in the 
same class of work, which of necessity 
leads employers to discriminate against 
members of the Brotherhood, and in- 
duces owners of buildings to award con- 
tracts for this work to firms employing 
members of the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers' Union, with the result that the 
work is performed at a lower rate of 
wages, in many instances fifty per cent 
less; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Amalgamated 
Woodworkers be notified to instruct all 
members of their organization employed 
upon this class of work to transfer their 
membership to the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America. 

Committee reports unfavorably, as 
there is an agreement between the or- 
ganizations and in the opinion of the 
committee the parties interested should 
enforce the terms of the agreement 
entered into. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Sullivan spoke against the 
motion, and said in part: The Painters 
are not satisfied with the report of the 
committee, and we denied before the 
committee that there was any agree- 

lent or contract between us. Our 
claim to these men is not because of 
the number there are, but because we 
want to protect the men in our line of 
business and for the protection of con- 
tract painters who do this work in 
competition with shop men. 

Delegate O'Connell, of the committee, 
said: Delegate Sullivan states now that 
no contract or agreement is in force. 
Nothing was given to the committee 
that would indicate that such an agree- 
ment was not in force. The painters 
say that notice was given the Wood- 
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workers that the agreement was abro- 
gated. The Woodworkers say no such 
notice was received. The agreement Is 
signed by the President and Secretary 
of each organization. 

The motion was discussed by Dele- 
gate Kldd. 

Vice-President John Mitchell In the 
Chair. 

The motion was discussed by Dele- 
gates Kldd, Balhorn, O'Connell, Dris- 
coll, Swartz, Mulcahy, Duffy and Mc- 
Farlane. 

Delegate Drlscoll moved that the en- 
tire matter be referred to a committee 
of three, to be composed of one mem- 
ber selected by each organization, the 
third member to be President Gompers. 
The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was voted on and lost, the 
vote being 46 in favor of, 66 against. 

Delegate Sullivan moved that the 
resolution Introduced by the painters 
be adopted. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 
Vice-President Kidd — Does the vote 
of this Convention mean the abrogation 
of the agreement existing be .ween the 
two organizations? If there is no 
agreement we want to know it. 

President Oompers — May I ask 
whether this suggestion would be 
agreeable to the representatives of both 
organizations. It is stated there is an 
agreement or has been an agreement. 
Would it not be of some advantage if 
tne repesentatlves of both organiza- 
tions would have a conference for the 
purpose of determining the course of 
both in regard to their future course in 
this matter? 

Vice-President Mitchell — This sug- 
gestion is made to the representatives 
of the painters and woodworkers. 

Delegate Balhorn — I stand by the de- 
cision of this Convention. The amend- 
ment would only leave the matter 
where it was before. 

Vice-President Kidd — Does Delegate 
Balhorn consider this vote as nullifying 
the agreement between the two organ- 
izations? 
Delegate Balhorn — I do. 

Resolution No. 132.-By Delegate John 
Blocum of the International Brotherhood 
of Blacksmiths: 

WHEREAS, The Boston Convention of 
the American Federation at one of its 
sessions duly and regularly adopted a 
resolution wherein It was ordered that 



jurisdiction over the Carriage and Wagon 
Painters should be assigned to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Painters and 
Paper hangers; and 

WHERfiAS, This ruling of the Federa- 
tion has not yet been compiled with by 
the aforesaid Carriage and Wagon Work- 
ers' organization, that organization still 
exercising jurisdiction over that class of 
mechanics In defiance of the action of the 
ruling of the Boston Convention; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation, that inasmuch as the Inter- 
national Carriage and Wagon Workers 
is and are now acting in violation of the 
rulings of the Boston Convention, that 
be it 

RHSOLVED, By this Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention, that the Executive 
Officers of the American Federation of 
Labor be and are hereby instructed to 
enforce the ruling of the Boston Conven- 
tion on this matter; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That at the expiration of 
thirty days succeeding the adjournment 
of this Convention, if the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers' Organization further 
fall to comply with the action of the Bos- 
ton Convention, the Executive Officers of 
the A. F. of L. are hereby instructed to 
revoke the Charter of Affiliation of the 
offending organization. 

Committee reports unfavorably on the 
resolution. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

NEW ORLEANS CENTRAL BODY. 

A case has recently arisen in New Or- 
leans similar to one which existed in 
Omaha a few years ago; that is> that 
the Central Labor Union of New Or- 
leans has placed upon its unfair list a 
labor paper, published and edited by a 
member of the International Typo- 
graphical Union. 

The President of the Intemtlonal 
Typographical Union complained that 
Mr. R. P. Fleming, the proprietor and 
editor of the paper referred to, is a 
union member; that all the work done 
in connection with the paper is that 
of union members; that the reason for 
declaring this publication unfair is due 
to nothing more or less than the 
expression of opinion by the editor. 

Acting upon principles of trade union 
law, as well as the decision rendered by 
the Executive Council in the Omaha 
case, already referred to. President 
Gompers communicated with the New 
Orleans eentral body, practically reiter- 
ating the decision reached la the simi- 
lar case. 
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While we all reserve to ourselves the 
right of patronizing or refusing to pat- 
ronise any publication, because of the 
views and judgment expressed In Its 
columns, yet, as trade unionists, we 
have not the moral right to "boycott** 
any publication because of the expres- 
sion of opinion through its columns. 

We do not undertake to say that the 
statements complained of, as published 
by Editor Fleming, are justified or 
otherwise; we are not in a position to 
know, but whatever the expressions 
may have been, the untrammeled free- 
dom of the press is so important to 
the well being, not only of organised 
labor, but to human, civilized life, that 
no conceivable circumstance could arise 
that would warrant trade unionists, 
in their organized capacity, in placing a 
publication upon a "boycott" list for 
the expression of opinion. 

President Qompers has communicated 
to the New Orleans Central Body to 
this effect, but the Central Body has 
neither rectified the wrong nor com- 
plied with its repeated promises to 
answer the compliint made. In view 
of these facts, we recommend that 
unless the New Orleans Central Body 
removes from its unfair list the 
"United Labor Journal" within thirty 
days after the close of this Conven- 
tion, and so notifies the President of 
the American Federation of Labor, the 
charter of said Central Body shall be 
withdrawn. 

Committee reports favorably, and 
recommends that the Executive Council 
enforce its decision even to the extent 
of revoking the charter of the Central 
Body. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 149.— By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll, of Boston Central Labor Union: 

We, the United Gold Beaters of Amer- 
ica, take this means of placing our griev- 
ances before this Convention. 

Our membership being only three hun- 
dred and thirty, we are unable to send a 
delegate to represent us. 

On July 21, 1902, the United Gold Beat- 
ers of America decided to strike for an 
Increase in wages and better conditions 
of our trade, in which we were success- 
ful, with the exception of the shop con- 
trolled by the Hastings Company, in 
Philadelphia, who are yet on the Unfair 
List of the A. F. of L. The Hastings 
shops, In Philadelphia, employ 44 boys, 
40 girls and 60 men. The girls are paid 
twenty cents for the work for which the 



men in union shops are paid sixty cents. 
Also the apprentices who learn their 
trade under the system which* the Hast- 
ings Company operates, when they are 
through their apprenticeship, are com- 
pelled to work for the Hastings Company, 
because they know only two branches of 
the trade, and the Hastings Company is 
the only firm who operate the German 
, system of gold beating, employing child 
labor. 

We have adopted and registered a union 
label to protect our trade against this 
cheap labor system, with the hope that 
organized labor, who consume our prod- 
uct, would give us their moral support 
and help us win our fight against a Arm 
who are and always were opposed to 
union labor. The bookbinders are the 
largest consumers of gold leaf, and we 
have appealed to them numerous times 
to support our label, and our appeal was 
always blocked by a few influential mem- 
bers of the bookbinders who are friendly 
with the Hastings Company, and one in 
particular, who is a member of the Book- 
binders' Union and a salesman for the 
Hastings Company. Also during our 
strike this gentleman was in Dresden, 
Germany, buying gold leaf for the firm, 
and it is principally through his efforts 
that our fight for union conditions in our 
trade Is defeated. 

Now, gentlemen and brothers, we hope 
before the adjournment of the Convention 
you will give our appeal your considera- 
tion and advise us as to what course 
to pursue to bring this firm to terms. 

Committee recommends resolution be 
referred to the Executive Council. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Delegate Lewis — That concludes the 
report of the Committee on Grievances, 
which Is signed by the committee as 
follows: 

JAS. 0>CONNELL, Chairman, 

JOHN A. MOFFITT, 

W. D. MAHON, 

W. MACARTHUR, 

JAS. WOOD, 

WM. J. O'BRIEN, 

ED. HIRSCH, 

EMMET T. WALLS, 

JAS. G. CAIN, 

W. E. KLAPETZKY, 

T. L. LEWIS, Secretary. 

Delegate E. J. Lynch received the 
unanimous consent of the Convention 
to the introduction of the following: 

Resolution No. 160 — By Delegate E. 
J. Lynch, Metal Polishers: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor, at the Scranton Convention, 
placed the product of the Wrought Iron 
Range Company of St. Louis, manufac- 
turers of the Home Comfort Range, on 
their "We Don't Patronize List"; and 
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WHEREAS, Said firm has changed the 
name of their stoves and ranges to the 
Brothers Range Company, thus mislead- 
ing organized labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor add to the Home Comfort 
Range Company, now on the unfair list, 
the name of the Brothers Range Com- 
pany. 

Referred to Executive Council. 

Secretary Morrison — In printing the 
report of the Executive Council the 
decision of the committee covering the 
question of jurisdiction between the 
United Metal Workers and the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers was left 
out. I have twenty-four copies of the 
decision at the Russ House, but I 
desire the permission of the Conven- 
tion to insert the part omitted In the 
proceedings, with the understanding 
that it will appear in its proper place 
when the regular proceedings are 
bound In book form. 

On motion, duly seconded, the re- 
quest of the Secretary was granted. 

Delegate Swartz — Action was taken 
this afternoon on a resolution relative 
to the Amalgamated Wood Workers. 
Why Is it none of the carpenters were 
asked to appear before the Grievance 
Committee before a report was made 
on this resolution? 

Delegate O'Connell — The committee 
In considering the resolution decided it 
would be almost useless for them to 
call either of the delegations before 
the committee. If they desired to dis- 
cuss the resolution they could do so In 
the Convention, 

Delegate Swartz — During the ses- 
sions of our Convention in Milwaukee 
a letter was sent there requesting a 
conference between a representative 
of the Carpenters and a representative 
of the Wood Workers and a member 
of the A. F. of L. 

President Gompers — In view of the 
statement made by Delegate Swartz, 
I move that the Grievance Committee 



Invite the representatives of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America and the representa- 
tives of the Amalgamated Wood Work- 
ers' International to a joint confer- 
ence for the purpose of adjusting any 
matters, or coming to any agreement 
that may be for the purpose of co- 
operation between them. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Kldd— What is the 
use of these dilatory tactics? In dis- 
cussing the resolution the carpenters 
said they were going to keep on in the 
even tenor of their way and insinuated 
that they were going to make no 
agreement at all. 

Delegate Gompers — I did not care 
to address myself to the motion I 
offered because I was of the opinion 
it would be adopted without any dis- 
senting expression. When the rela- 
tions of the two organizations were 
under discussion by the Executive 
Council Mr. Kidd was present and was 
asked if he would have any objection 
to such a conference. His answer was 
that he would not, but that he would 
go to the farthest limits possible in 
order that some agreement might be 
reached, some understanding arrived 
at. It was with his assent and consent 
that the letter was sent by instruction 
of the Executive Council to the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, then in 
session in Milwaukee. We felt some 
regret that there was not a more ready 
or hearty response to the suggestion. 
However, in view of the fact that the 
representatives of the Carpenters were 
not before the Committee on Griev- 
ances when this matter was up, I be- 
lieve a further attempt at reaching an 
understanding would be wise. 

The motion was then voted on and 
carried by a vote of 53 to 18. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
to meet at 9 o'clock a. m., Friday, No- 
vember 26th. 
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The Convention was called to order 
at 9 o'clock a. m., Friday, November 
26th, Vice-President Duncan in the 
Chair. 

Absentees: 

Butterworth, Buchanan, Gordon, Nel- 
son, Kentzell, Farrell, Mahoney (T. J.). 
Mater, Smith (J. W.), Wharton, McSor- 
ley, DeVilliers, Hutchinson, Hamer- 
strom, Heron, Bahlhorn, Sullivan (Jas. 
H.), Finan, Thomas, Cain, Cornelius, 
Maloney (P.), Golden, Morgan, Harris 
(W. S.). Cosgrove, Iglesias, La very (J. 
T.), Husted, Seaward, Goodwin, Michel, 
Brennan, Porter, Harris (R. F.), Ward, 
Walker, Dunn (J. P.), O'Shea (Dennis), 
r Ryan (J.), Morris (W. D.), McSherry, 
Murray (J.), Hyde, Patterson, Dunn 
(M. T.), Daley. Catania, Bailey, Hinton, 
Plllsbury, Bell, Damonzonio, Schilling, 
Morey, Dowd. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Delegate Devlne, for the Committee 
on Organization, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 152. — By Delegate 
Mason Thomas, of the Paper Box 
Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, A continued struggle is 

?:oing on between the Paper Box Manu- 
acturers and the Paper Box Workers' 
International Union, instantly discharg- 
ing any help who Joins our organization; 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, be requested to assist the Paper 
Box Workers' International Union in 
organizing the Paper Box Workers 
throughout the country. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Delegate T. L. Lewis — The Commit- 
tee on Grievances has completed its 
report, except that part which is the 
property of the Convention. The Sec- 
retary has that part of our report. 

Secretary Morrison — The Secretary of 
the committee reported that they had 
"bunched" several of the resolutions 
that had been referred to them. The 
resolutions referred to are: 

Resolution No. 47, by the delegates 
of the International . Brotherhood of 
Teamsters: Resolution No. 53, by Dele- 
gate Morris Brown, of the Central Fed- 
erated Union of New York City; Reso- 
lution No. 113, by the delegates of the 



International Union of Steam Engin- 
eers, and Resolution No. 148, of the 
Belleville Trades and Labor Assembly. 
Also all of the subject matter in the 
report of the Executive Council, begin- 
ning with "Brewery Workers'. En- 
gineers', Firemen's Agreements, and 
ending with certain recommendations 
by the Executive Council. 

On these resolutions the committee 
reported as follows: 

Committee has carefully read the 
resolutions and heard the statements of 
the parties in interest, and in addition 
has reviewed the action of the Execu- 
tive Council on the unfortunate con- 
troversy existing between the different 
classes of wage-earners in the brew- 
eries of the country. 

The committee desires to end the 
present controversy in the interest of 
the many wage-earners affected and 
submits the following for your con- 
sideration: 

We recommend that all agreements 
and decisions heretofore mad* by, or at 
the instance of, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, between the Brewery 
Workmen, Engineers, Firemen and 
Teamsters, be and are hereby substi- 
tuted by a working agreement upon the 
following basis: 

1. All brewery employes now mem- 
bers of the United Brewery Workmen's* 
Union may remain such provided that 
such members of said United Brewery 
Workmen's Union as are now employed 
as Engineers, Firemen, or Teamsters, 
may withdraw from that organization, 
and Join their respective unions, repre- 
senting these crafts, without prejudice 
or discrimination on the part of their 
former associates. 

2. Hereafter the United Brewery 
Workmen's Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the respec- 
tive organizations of these trades, now 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor where such organizations 
exist. 

8. All engineers, firemen and team- 
sters employed in breweries shall con- 
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form to the laws, rules and regulations 
made by that organization of which the 
majority of the members of the respec- 
tive crafts employed in each brewery 
are members. 

4. Whenever a majority of men ent- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of 
the respective unions of these crafts, 
the organization or organizations rep- 
resenting such majority shall appoint 
a committee to act co-jointly with the 
United Brewery Workmen's Union In 
any negotiations which may arise with 
the employers, provided that the United 
Brewery Workmen shall have equal 
representation with all the other or- 
ganizations in joint conference. 

5. Failure to comply with the pro., 
visions of this, agreement within a 
period of six months after the date of 
adjournment of this Convention shall 
work a revocation of the charter of 
the organization or organizations so 
failing. 

Vice-President Duncpji — The report 
of the Grievance Committee, as read by 
the Secretary, is before the Conven- 
tion. What is the pleasure of the Con- 
vention? 

Delegate Smith — I move to amend 
Section 1 of the report by substituting 
the word "shall" for the word "may" 
in the sixth line. (No second.) 

Delegate Priestersbach — I move you 
as an amendment that wherever the 
word "Teamster" appears in the report 
of the committee it be stricken out. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate C. P. Shea, of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Teamsters, op- 
posed the amendment, and said the 
teamsters were perfectly satisfied with 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Ward spoke in favor of the 
amendment. 

Delegate Monaghan moved as an 
amendment to the amendment that the 
word "may" be stricken from line 6 of 
Section 1, and the word "shall" substi- 
tuted therefor. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lavery asked that the fol- 
lowing resolutions be added to the fifth 
provision of the report of the Commit- 
tee on Grievances: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to execute 
this mandate; 

RESOLVED, That the United Brew- 
ery Workmen be compelled to with- 
draw those engineers and firemen who 



have taken the places of striking en- 
gineers and firemen in the cities of St. 
Louis, Mo., and Belleville, 111. 

RESOLVED, That the United Brew- 
ery Workmen be requested to with- 
draw all injunction suits now pending 
and to dissolve such injunctions as 
have been secured against the Interna- 
tional Unions of Stationary Engineers 
and Firemen affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

Vice-President Duncan — There is 
nothing closely relating the first 
amendment to the second amendment.' 
If the Convention will decide on one 
point, then the other points men- 
tioned may be considered^ We will 
then be proceeding intelligently. I 
rule that at the present time the reso- 
lutions offered by Delegate Lavery are 
not germane. 

Delegate Macarthur spoke against 
the amendment to the amendment. 

Delegate C. P. Shea, of the Team- V 
sters, said that the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters did not ask 
the United Brewery Workers to compel 
the brewery drivers to join the Team- 
sters' organization, but that those who 
preferred to join the organization of 
their own craft be allowed to do so. 

Delegate Kemper, of the United 
Brewery Workmen, spoke for ten min- 
utes on the question before the Con- 
vention. 

A motion was then made and car- 
ried by unanimous vote that Delegate 
Kemper's time for addressing the Con- 
vention be extended. 

Delegate Timothy Healy spoke In 
favor of the amendment to the amend- 
ment, and at the expiration of ten 
minutes had hls # time for addressing 
the Convention extended. 

Delegate Hammlll, of the Steam En- 
gineers, and Delegate Wendelken, of 
the International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, spoke in favor of the report of 
the committee. 

Delegate Fischer, of the Tobacco 
Workers, spoke against the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

The question was also discussed by 
Delegates Klapetzky, Shamp, T. L. 
Lewis, Greenlaw and James Wilson. 

The amendment to the amendment 
was voted on and lost. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Priestersbach was voted on and lost. 

Delegate Lavery again moved the 
adoption of his resolutions. 
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The motion was seconded, but lost 
on a viva voce vote. 

Delegate Conroy, of the Stationery 
Firemen — I wished to speak on the 
resolutions offered by Delegate Lavery. 
I supposed they would be argued. 
Representing the people mentioned in 
the resolutions, and who have suffered 
for the past year, I claim the right 
to lay their case before this Conven- 
tion, and do not think the resolutions 
should have been considered at the 
same time; they should have been 
taken up separately. 

Vice-President Duncan asked that 
the resolutions be re-read, which was 
•done by Secretary Morrison. 

Vice-President Duncan — The Chair 
■did not know that Delegate Conroy 
wished to speak on the resolutions. 
As our purpose in this Convention is 
to be absolutely fair to all the dele- 
gates the resolutions will be taken up, 
and Delegate Conroy may proceed. 

Delegate Ward — Will the Brewery 
Workers have the same right to bring 
up their amendments which have been 
lost? 

Delegate Conroy spoke at some 
length in favor of the resolutions. 

Secretary Morrison asked If the reso- 
lutions were to be considered separate- 
ly. 

President Gompers — That will de- 
pend upon the Convention. The matter 
may admit of separate consideration if 
it meets the approval of the Conven- 
tion. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that Delegate Lavery's resolutions be 
^considered after action was taken on 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Kemper — If this motion is 
now to prevail why cannot the Brewery 
Workers ask that each and every one 
of the resolutions which, according to 
the report of the committee were 
bunched together, be taken up and 
dieted upon separately. (Carried.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Morton and Guerin, who spoke 
in favor of the committee's report. 

Delegates Kemper and Prlesters- 
bach spoke against the adoption of the 
report. 

Delegate Priestersbach offered as an 
amendment to the original report of 
the committee that Section 2 of the 
committee's report be stricken out. 
^Seconded.) ' 



Delegate Shea arose to a point of 
order, and stated that as a motion had 
been made and several amendments to 
the original motion acted on, an 
amendment was not then in order. 

The Chair declared the point not well 
taken, and stated that amendments 
were in order until the debate was 
closed. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Priestersbach was voted upon and lost. 

The motion to concur in c».e report of 
the committee was carried by a viva 
voce vote, there being only one nega- 
tive vote. 

President Gompers — The question be- 
fore the house now is the resolution 
submitted by Delegate Lavery. 

Delegate Mahon — This resolution 
was first moved as an amendment to 
the report of the committee. Now, 
what is the position of the amend- 
ment? 

President Gompers — The question is 
not necessarily in the form of an 
amendment. There are three different 
propositions In the resolutions. The 
sense of the propositions not only ad- 
mit of it but necessitate a division in 
order that an intelligent vote may be 
had upon each. 

Secretary Morrison read the first 
resolution as follows: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council Is hereby instructed to execute 
this mandate. 

Secretary Morrison — This is an addi- 
tion to Section 6 of the committee's re- 
port. 

It was moved by Delegate Tanquary, 
and seconded, that the resolution be 
adopted. 

Delegate Mahon — Does that mean it 
is an amendment to Section 5 of the 
report of the committee? 

Treasurer Lennon — That is where I 
am at sea. The mandate of this Con- 
vention is the report of the committee 
as adopted. 

President Gompers — It cannot be re- 
garded as an amendment to anything. 
It is original and must stand upon its 
own merits. 

Delegate Miller spoke against the 
motion. 

Delegate Buchanan asked if the 
United Brewery Workmen had secured 
an injunction against an International 
organization affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 
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President Gompers stated that the 
Chairman was not In a position to 
answer that question. 

Vice-President O'Conneli, of the 
Committee on Grievances: The com- 
mittee had presented to it an injunc- 
tion secured in Buffalo by a local union 
of brewery workmen against some 
local union of the Firemen's Interna- 
tional organization. 

Delegate Tveitmoe received permis- 
sion to ask Delegate Kemper a ques- 
tion, and said: Did the International 



organization of the United Brewery 
Workers disapprove of the action of 
the local union when it askei for this 
injunction? 

Delegate Kemper — Not to my knowl- 
edge. 

At twelve o'clock a motion was made 
that the rules be suspended and the 
Convention remain in session and en- 
deavor to dispose of the question before 
the house. 

The motion was lost and the Conven- 
tion adjourned until 2 p. m. 



NINTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order 
at 2 p. m., President Gompers in the 
Chair. 

Absentees — Butterworth, Guerin 
Nelson, Kentzell, Farrell, Mahoney (T. 
J.), Smith (J. W.), McSorley. DeVilliers, 
Hutchinson, Greenlaw, Sweeney, Warner, 
Heron, O'Neil, Bahlhorn, Finan, Lowe, 
Thomas, Cain, Woodward, Maloney (P.), 
Golden, Morgan, Harris (W. S.), Lavery 
(J. T.), Goodwin, Husted, Seaward, 
Michel, Brennan, Harris (R. F.), Ward, 
Walker. Dunn (J. P.), O'Shea (Dennis), 
Ryan (J.), Morris (W. D.), McSherry, 
Murray (John), Hyde, Patterson, Dunn 
(M. T.) t Daley, Catania, Bailey, Hlnton, 
Pillsbury. Bell, Keefe (M. O.), Damozo- 
nio, Schrader, Morey, Dowd. 

Delegate Jacoby received the con- 
sent of the Convention to the introduc- 
tion of the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 161.— By Delegate L 
Jacoby, International "Ladies* Garment 
Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, Continuous attacks of or- 
ganized employers have greatly embar- 
rassed the International Ladies' Garment 
Workers' Union and have weakened a 
number of its locals, especially so the 
locals situated in Chicago, 111., and 
Cleveland, Ohio, during the past year, 
and 

WHEREAS, It is imperative for the 
future welfare of the International La- 
.dies' Garment Workers' Union that its 
locals in Chicago, 111., and Cleveland, O., 
be placed on a better footing and re- 
ceive the full support of organized labor 
to that end, and 

WHEREAS, For tne reasons aforemen- 
tioned the International Ladies' Garment 
Workers' Union is unable to render its 
locals in Chicago, 111., and Cleveland, O., 
the necessary assistance required in re- 
organizing and strengthening the ^ same, « 
therefore, be it 



RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled in Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention in San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., that the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
instructed to render the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers' Union such 
assistance as may be necessary and as 
may be agreed upon between the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor and the general officers of the 
International Ladles' Garment Workers* 
Union to carry out the objects herein 
set forth. 

The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Organization. 

Delegate Ketter spoke at length In 
favor of the resolution. At the expira- 
tion of ten minutes a motion was made 
and carried that his time be extended. 

Delegate Buchanan also spoke in favor 
of the adoption of the resolution. 

The motion to adopt the resolution was 
then voted on and carried. 

Secretary Morrison read the second 
resolution, as follows:. 

RESOLVED, lhat the United Brewery- 
Workmen be compelled to withdraw 
those engineers and firemen who have 
taken the places of the striking engin- 
eers and firemen in the cities of St. Louis, 
Mo., and Belleville, 111. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 

Delegate Priest ersbach spoke in opposi- 
tion to the motion. At the expiration 
of ten minutes his time was extended. 

Delegates Conroy, Patterson and Por- 
cer spoke in favor of the resolution. 

On motion debate was then closed. 

The motion to adopt the resolution was 
then voted on and carried by a vote of 
110 to 20. 
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Secretary Morrison read the third 
resolution, as follows: 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workers be requested to withdraw all 
injunction suits now pending and dis- 
solve such Injunctions as have been se- 
cured against the International Unions 
of Stationary Engineers and Firemen, af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 

Delegate Kemper— The Brewery Work- 
ers have asked for no injunctions; con- 
sequently cannot withdraw them. 

The motion was voted on and carried, 
there being no dissenting votes. 

Delegate W. D. Mahon asked the unan- 
imous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of the following resolution: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil is hereby instructed to carry 
out the rulings of this Convention and 
the laws oft this organization, and to sus- 
pend and revoke the charter of any or- 
?s.nization violating the rules of this 
onventlon or the laws of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

When the charter of any organization 
has been revoked the officers shall at 
once notify all central and affiliated bod- 
ies of the same. 

They shall further instruct all organ- 
izers to proceed at once to re-organize 
such members of the said suspended 
National or International Unions as are 
loyal to the American Federation of 
Labor, and charter them direct from the 
A. F. of L. until a sufficient number has 
been chartered to establish a National 
or International Union. Then the Pres- 
ident of the A. F. of L. shall call a Con- 
vention of the locals so chartered and 
proceed to organize a National or Inter- 
national Union organization of that 
craft, that will abide by and conform 
to the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Delegate Mahon— I desire to offer this 
In line with what has been done. It 
covers, not only, the Brewery Workers' 
case, but covers the report of the Griev- 
ance Committee. 

Delegate Hirsch— Do you mean to say 
the resolution covers the report of the 
Grievance Committee? 

Delegate Mahon— I intended to have it 
follow the report of the Grievance Com- 
mittee. 

Delegate Buchanan arose to a point of 
order, and said: The constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor provides 
for the action of the Executive Council 
in regard to carrying out the laws, and 
that resolution conflicts with It. 

The chair declared the point not well 
taken. 



Objection was made to the introduction 
of the resolution. 

Delegate Mahon spoke in favor of the 
resolution. 

Delegate Zaring arose to a point of or- 
der, and said that as the unanimous con- 
sent of the Convention had not been ob- 
tained for the introduction of the resolu- 
tion, there was nothing before the house. 

The chairman declared the point well 
taken. 

Delegate Santiago Igleslas, repre- 
senting the Porto Rico Free Working- 
men's Federation, received permission 
to address the Convention, and said: 

I am here to represent the people 
of Porto Rico, a people who speak a 
different language from yours. When 
we came here to represent the work- 
ing people of Porto Rico we brought 
with us many hopes and many good 
wishes, for the American Federation 
of Labor granted the first charter to 
the laboring men of that island. 

The working men there recognise the 
good that has been done by trade 
unions. I want to tell you something 
of the condition of the working people 
In the Island of Porto Rico. Under 
the Spanish regime the people made 
living wages. At that time, it is 
true, the people of Porto Rico had no 
freedom of the press, had no freedom 
to express their thoughts in meetings 
on the streets or In halls, and such a 
thing as a labor union would have 
been disbanded by the police. Before 
the American troops landed on the 
island the people of Porto Rico had 
many hopes that they would be bene- 
fited by their coming. They dreamed 
that when the American flag floated 
over them and the American Republio 
took possession of the island their 
condition would be improved. They 
dreamed that factories and railroads 
would be built and that they would be 
able to work and better their condi- 
tion. So Porto Rico received the 
troops with open arms, with greetings 
from the people of both the country 
and the cities. The people in general, 
as well as the working people, were 
glad to see them come, thinking that 
conditions existing on the Island would 
be changed under American adminis- 
tration. In the first three or four 
years under American rule we sank 
down. We had not yet the right to or- 
ganize freely. We did not have free- 
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dom of speech or of the press, and 
things were as bad as under Spanish 
rule. When the first strike took place 

Ion the island under the American flag 
many men were arrested and many 
labor leaders were persecuted and 
thrown into Jail. We have several men 
of the character of Peabody there. The 
working people met in a convention 
in San Juan and resolved to send a 
representative to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and we asked relief 
and protection from you. We wanted 
the good will of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. You answered us at 
once, and since your President went 
there the conditions of the working 
people have changed. Now we have 
freedom of speech, we have freedom of 
the press and we are allowed to asso- 
ciate ourselves into unions. We are 
not persecuted, we have a good govern- 
ment, but the mass of the working 
people have no work to do. There is 
misery and starvation among the peo- 
ple there. We have a right to speak 
and to associate ourselves together, 
but we have no work. I ask of this 
Convention and of the President of the 
American Federation that the speech 
President Gompers made in Washing- 
ton be printed and distributed among 
American working people everywhere 
in order that they may know the con- 
dition of the people of Porto Rico. The 
people of Porto Rico do not know 
where they are. They don't know 
whether they are citizens of the 
United States or not. I have here a 
document issued by the Superior Court 
of this State. It is a declaration of 
intention to become a citizen made by 
Anthony Torbus. He is asked to make 
this declaration: "It is my intention 
to become a citizen of the United States 
of America and to renounce forever 
all allegiance and fidelity to all and 
any foreign prince, potentate, State and 
sovereignty whatsoever, and particu- 
larly the Republic of Porto Rico." 

The Republic of Porto Rico! What 
position do we occupy? This man was 
compelled to renounce the government 
of the United States in Porto Rico to 
become a citizen of the United States 
here. 

My colleague and myself came here 
to tell you that the people of Porto 
Rico have suffered untold misery. We 
came here to represent them in the 



hope that you would do something to 
better their condition. The people of 
Porto Rico realize that the American 
Federation of Labor is the only asso- 
ciation that has recognized the citizen- 
ship of the men of Porto Rico. Porto 
Rico to-day is in an awful condition. 
There is great financial stagnation, and 
the trusts are controlling the trade. 
You will find men working for ten 
hours for twenty to thirty cents and 
women working twelve hours for fif- 
teen and twenty cents. You will find 
thousands of people there without 
shoes and almost without clothes. They 
ask, "Where is the benefit we were to 
receive from the United States?" They 
do not see any benefit. I appeal to 
this Convention to do something for 
the people of Porto Rico. I want 
President Gompers to say something 
about the conditions there, Jo draw a 
picture of what he saw in Porto Rico. 
No one in the Spanish language could 
draw such an accurate picture as he 
drew in that speech in Washington. 
We had many hopes when the Amer- 
ican flag was raised over Porto Rico, 
but now the men, women and children 
are dying of starvation. We hope the 
American Federation, and particularly 
President Gompers, who knows the 
conditions there, will do everything 
possible In order to help the people of 
Porto Rico who are dying In misery. 

President Gompers — Since the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor extended its 
fraternal greeting and assistance to 
the people of Porto Rico there has 
been a larger liberty of speech, a bet- 
ter guarantee of the liberty of the 
press and of the citizens, and the man- 
hood, the womanhood and the child- 
nood of Porto Rico is the better recog- 
nized, Irrespective of class or condi- 
tion. The courts, the police, the ex- 
ecutive officers and the legislative 
body are better. It may not be unin- 
teresting to you to know that while I 
was there the eight-hour law was 
adopted for government employes, and 
that the Governor presented your hum- 
ble servant with the pen with which 
he signed that law. 

Delegate Keough, of the Iron Mov- 
ers' Union asked permission to speak, 
and said: There has been, as you 
know, considerable newspaper notor- 
iety for the past two or three days In 
reference to Mr. Joseph Valentine, of 
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the Iron Moldera' Union. It Is hardly 
necessary for me to enter upon any de- 
fense of Mr. Valentine here, because 
the large number of the delegates who 
are personally acquainted with him 
know he is not guilty of anything: that 
has been charged against him in the 
newspapers. I have received from him 
this telegram which I desire to read 
to the Convention and move it be 
made a part of the record: 

CINCINNATI, O., Nov. 25, »04. 
M J. Keough, care A. F. of L. Con- 
vention, San Francisco: 
Say to our friends that we hope to 
uncover a plot here to«ruin the stand- 
ing of our organization. 

JOS. VALENTINE. 

A motion was made by Delegate Fur- 
useth that the report of the Committee 
on Resolutions on the question of the 
Longshoremen's and Seamen's Unions 
be made a special order of business 
for nine o'clock Saturday morning. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Tanquary moved as an 
amendment that it be made a special 
order of business for 8 o'clock Friday 
evening. 

President Gompers — There is no pro- 
vision for an evening session, hence 
we cannot adjourn until that hour. 

The motion was voted on and carried. 

Delegate Fyfe— When the Committee 
on President's Report made its report 
I stated that I wished to speak on a 
question relative to the Carpenters* 
question. I was told the matter would 
be brought up in the report of another 
committee. As no other committee has 
touched upon it I wish to state now 
that we have carried out the obliga- 
tions imposed upon our organization in 
the New Orleans Convention, and are 
now voting on a plan of amalgamation. 
We were surprised to see that at the 
convention of the Brotherhood of Car- 
penters held in Milwaukee they seem 
to have evaded carrying out this plan 
of amalgamation, but appointed a com- 
mittee of six to confer with a like 
committee of our members. We have 
carried out every part of the decision 
in its entirety. 

Delegate Zarlng — I would like to say 
for the Brotherhood of Carpenters that 
all over the country they are carrying 



out the provisions of the agreement, 
and have complied with the terms of 
the decision in full. The matter came 
up in the Milwaukee Convention and 
there were a great many features in 
the plan of a large number of the dele- 
gates could not agree to, and that they 
were satisfied the rank and file would not 
agree to. It was put to a referendum 
vote and re-submitted to a committee 
of our organization to meet with a 
committee from theirs to see if they 
could not agree on a plan that would 
be acceptable to both sides. 

A motion was made and carried that 
when the Convention adjourn it ad- 
journ to eight o'clock Friday evening. 

Delegate W. D. Ryan — I move you 
that the election of officers be made 
a special order of business for two 
o'clock Saturday afternoon. (Seconded ) 

Delegate Lennon — I desire to offer as 
an amendment the following: Unless 
sooner reached on Saturday. 

Delegate Ryan accepted the amend- 
ment. The motion was voted on and 
carried. 

Delegate W. B. Wilson, for the Com- 
mittee on Federated Bodies, reported 
as follows: 

WHEREAS, The Contractors' Protec- 
tive Association of New York City, which 
includes nearly all the excavating con- 
tractors of that city, among whom are 
some contractors for the great Pennsyl- 
vania tunnel, has refused to hold a con- 
ference with the Rockmen's and Exca- 
vators* Unions, and 

WHEREAS, This association has also 
repeatedly broken its promise to hold a 
conference with the committee of the 
Central Federated Union of New York 
appointed for this purpose; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to use its power to ar- 
range such a conference before March 
1, 1906, and in the event of the con- 
tractors refusing to meet the committee 
of the C. F. U. to recommend such action 
as it shall think best to that body, and, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil call upon the organization of the 
teamsters, the engineers, the hoist run- 
ners and other unions having members 
who are employed by this association to 
render all possible moral support and 
assistance to the Rockrnen and Excava- 
tors in their just demands. 

The committee concurs in the reso- 
lution and recommended Its adoption. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 
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Resolution No. 145.— By Delegate Geo. 
Burns, of the Electrical Workers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, A great many of the 
Central Bodies, as at present organized, 
are ineffective owing to the fact that 
many of the local unions are forming 
District Councils, Metal Trades Coun- 
cils, Building Trades Councils and other 
subdivisions, thus weakening Central 
Bodies; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to formulate a code 
of uniform laws, under which all Cen- 
tral Bodies will be required to organize 
Within six months. 

UNIFORM LAWS FOR CENTRAL 
BODIES. 

It has been urged that there ought to 
be somewhat of a uniformity in the 
constitution and at least part of the by- 
laws, for central bodies, and though one 
series of laws cannot be made applic- 
able to all local conditions, yet there 
are a few fundamental principles which 
could be formulated into laws, that 
should apply to all, for the safety and 
convenience of all. 

We therefore recommend that this en- 
tire subject matter be referred to the 
committee of local and federated bod- 
ies of this Convention, to /consider the 
subject, and report to this Convention 
before adjournment. 

Resolution No. 145 and that portion 
of the Executive Council's report un- 
der the caption of "Uniform Laws for 
Central Bodies/' 

Your committee Is of the opinion that 
the work of formulating a constitution 
for the government of Central Bodies 
cannot be properly done by a mixed 
committee during the brief period of an 
Annual Convention. The lack of uni- 
formity in the laws of Central Bodies 
is very apparent and as a result every 
Central Labor Union has a different 
method of work, which is frequently 
injurious to the welfare of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. The work of 
drafting a constitution for Central 
Bodies should be placed in the hands 
of men who from day to day come in 
contact with their different constitu- 
tions and different methods of work. 

We therefore recommend that the 
Executive Council be instructed to 
draft a constitution for the government 
of Central Labor Unions and submit 
the same to the next Annual Conven- 



tion for its approval, disapproval or 
amendment. 

Fraternally submitted, 

W. B. WILSON, Chairman, 

WILLIAM J. GILTHORPE, 

GEORGE K. SMITH, 

WILLIAM B. MACFARLANE, 

DAVID KREYLING, 

J. MAHLON BARNES. 

MATTHEW CANAVAN, 

J. W. MORTON, 

P. J. DOWNEY, 

JOSEPH N. WEBER. 

JERE L. SULLIVAN. 

On' motion, the recommendation of 
the committe was concurred in. 

Delegate Wilson — I move that the 
report of the committee be adopted as 
a whole and the committee dismissed. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Frank Duffy, for the Special 
Committee on San Francisco Central 
Bodies, reported as follows: 

Report of Special Committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose of bringing 
about if posible an amalgamation of 
the three Councils of Labor of this 
city into one Central Body. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-fourth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of 
Labor: 
Your committee appointed by Presi- 
dent Gompers in conformity with the 
request of the Organization Commit- 
tee to whom was referred that part 
of the Executive Council's report deal- 
ing with the San Francisco situation, 
begs to report as follows: 

We find that the report of the Exec- 
utive Council in this matter is correct 
In every respect. 

Three Councils of Labor exist, carry 
on and transact business in their own 
individual way, irrespective of one an- 
other. The three Councils are known 
as: 

The San Francisco Labor Council, 
The Building Trades Council, 
The City Front Federation. 

Representatives or all three Councils 
appeared before us, presented their 
grievances and objections, laws and 
proposed laws. Documentary testimony 
was also submitted in substantiation of 
statements made orally, all of which 
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received our most careful considera- 
tion. 

From the temper displayed and the 
determination shown, neither "to give 
nor take," we are of the opinion that it 
would not be conducive to the best in- 
terest of the organized wage workers 
of San Francisco, nor a wise act on the 
part of the American Federation of 
Labor, to attempt at this time to bring 
about a centralization of the Labor 
Unions of this city into one body. 

We deplore the fact that In San Fran- 
cisco, where the unions have done so 
much to make our stay among them 
pleasant and agreeable, where hospi- 
tality has been offered us on every oc- 
casion possible, and where friendship 
and brotherly love has been extended 
to us liberally and freely, that the 
"labor forces" should be so divided and 
that they should so stubbornly and 
steadfastly resist any attempt to bring 
them together. 

While our services have been offered 
In a spirit of friendship and good will, 
we are sorry to report we could not 
bring about the desired results. 

Nevertheless, we are of the opinion 
that "discretion," coupled with "good 
plain common sense," will bring the 
members of Organized Labor in this 
city to realize, at no distant date, the 
absolute necessity of combined effort 
and action in one Central Body in order 
that they may be In a position to meet 
all emergencies as they arise and diffi- 
culties as they occur. 

This is the only method in which the 
Interests of the wage-workers can be 
served and protected. 

JAMES M. LYNCH, 
JAMES WOOD, 
FRANK DUFFY. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in and the rec- 
ommendation adopted. 

Delegate T. L. Lewis, for the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, reported as fol- 
lows: 

The Committee on Grievances, com- 
plying with the request of the Conven- 
tion, requested the representatives of 
the Carpenters and Wood Workers to 
appear before the committee and found 
that the representatives of the two or- 
ganisations seemed to be in no frame 
of mind to adjust their differences, and 



for this reason we regret to report our 
inability to recommend anything to 
the Convention to have the Carpenters 
and Wood Workers to reach an agree- 
ment. 

JAMES O'CONNELL, Chairman, 

JOHN A. MOFFITT, 

W. D. MAHON, 

WALTER MACARTHUR, 

JAMBS G. CAIN. 

WILLIAM J. O'BRIEN, 

W. E. KLAPETSKY. 

JAMES WOOD, 

EDWARD HIRSCH, 

EMMETT T. WALL& 

T. J. LEWIS. Secretary, 

Grievance Committee. 

Delegate Lewis — We make this as 
our final report and ask to be dis- 
charged. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Delegate W. H. Haskins, for the 
Committee on Laws, reported as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 6.— By Delegates John 
F. Tobin, Collis Lovely, John P. Meade, 
Emmet T. Walls and Chas. E. Lowell, 
representing the Boot and Shoe Work- 
ers' Union: 

WHEREAS, Many complications have 
arisen through the indiscriminate action 
of local unions and central bodies placing 
firms on the unfair list without securing 
the proper sanction of the national or 
international union representing the par- 
ticular trade or calling involved; and 

WHEREAS, Hasty and ill-advised ac- 
tion of this kind has an adverse influ- 
ence upon the general good reputation 
enjoyed by national and international 
unions in the conduct of their business; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Law of this Twenty-fourth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to amend the con- 
stitution so as to absolutely prohibit 
placing any business concern on the un- 
fair list by any local, central or State 
body connected with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor without the sanction cf 
the national or international union whose 
interests are involved and endorsed by 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, where such busi- 
ness concern manufactures and sells 
merchandise outside of the particular 
town, city or State In which such man- 
ufacturing concern is located. And be 
It further 

RESOLVED, That where any business 
concern is on the unfair list contrary to 
the spirit and letter of this resolution 
a settlement shall be negotiated, and !f 
no adjustment is made by February 1st, 
1905, all firms then on the unfair list 
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contrary to this resolution shall be re- 
moved from such unfair list. 

This resolution and proposed amend- 
ment to the constitution is not intended 
to interfere with any practice heretofore 
pursued by Building Trades Unions or 
unions representing trades or callings 
local in tneir nature. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be not concurred in. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 11.— By Delegate W. 
Macarthur, International Seamen's Union 
of America: 

WHEREAS, Certain city central bodies 
have adopted the assessment system of 
raising funds for the support of strikes, 
etc. ; and 

WHEREAS, The assumption by city 
central bodies or other representative 
organizations of power to assess the 
membership of the affiliated unions for 
any purpose is contrary to the prin- 
ciple upon which such bodies are 
founded, to-wit: mutual advice, volun- 
tary co-operation and moral responsi- 
bility, and as such constitutes a danger 
both to the unions and to the bodies in 
which they are represented; therefore 
be It 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor that the power of as- 
sessment should be reserved exclusively 
to the respective unions and the indi- 
vidual members thereof, to be exercised 
in the manner provided by their own 
laws, Local, National or International; 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That city central bodies 
and State Federations are hereby ad- 
Vised that all forms of assessment 
levied by them upon the unions affil- 
iated therewith are opposed to the prin- 
ciple and policy of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and will therefor not be 
sustained by the Federation. 

The committee suggested the following 
substitute for the resolution: 

RESOLVED, That City Central Bodies 
and State Federations are hereby ad- 
vised that all special assessments levied 
should only be declared upon a referen- 
dum vote of the unions affiliated. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 17. — By Delegate Mrs. 
O. P. Smith, of the Women's Interna- 
tional Union Label League: 

WHEREAS, The preconcerted move- 
ment on the part of the people who are 
antagonistic to organized labor, and 
their efforts to defeat the aims and 
objects of our movement, are such 
that it will require the united labors 
of all members of organized labor and 
Its friends, in order to maintain our 
prestige in the industrial field, with the 
"Citizens' Alliance," Manufacturers' As- 
sociations and like combinations of cap- 
ital making every effort and using every 



device and coercion in order to injure or- 
ganized labor, by destroying and depriv- 
ing labor of one of its most potent and 
powerful weapons (namely), the Union 
Label; therefore be it v,*uuu 

RESOLVED, That we use every means 
at our command to aid and encourage 
the use and influence of the "union 
label" and to this end we favor the 
adoption of such legislation and meas- 
ures at this, the Twenty-fourth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, as will tend to further 
strengthen our position along this line, 
also to adopt such measures that will 
enable the members of organized labor 
to more effectually prosecute the sale of 
the products of union labor; and be it 
further 

k^? LVE 5' T ^ M an organization 
tt!?K? r a k , th ? Wom en's International 
h™ <„ a P* el i^ague has a representa- 
tive In attendance at this Convention, 
and as said organization, the Women's 
International Union Label League^ has 

J^H^^y 61 *.? 1 factor ln the work ot 
Srn5i!?£ *£* + demand f or union made 
?hn? U ?£i w at w . e J es Pectfully request 
i 111 . 6 Women's International Union 
nf ! ffl iw a , gue . be S^ted a Certificate 
2™tt™ 1,at , io ? l rom the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and that every or- 

fedS£tinn a n? 1,ate £ w, . th the American 
LJ3 f a ;L on ^ f L abor is requested to 
assist the Women's International Union 
JSS? f £eague In its efforts to i" 

iKX 6 tne scope and influence of the 
labor movement. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council for Investigation and action. • 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred In. 

•Resolution No. 36.— By Delegate W 
S3MTO L°abor? Wa ^^>n te staTe 

J^£ R i EAS ' Th e^ Pacific Coast States, 
with its large membership afllliating with 
♦RL F Vv° f h* deserves some recogni- 
the^Se t £?it aeneraI Executlve B oard; 

♦,, RE A SO £ V *i D x' That the Constitution of 
tne A. F. of L. be so amended as to re- 
quire at least one member of the said 
H to be a resident and citizen of 
either Washington, Oregon or California. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred ln. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No 62.-By Delegate James 
Wilson of the Pattern Makers' National 
League: 

To amend Section 4 of Article III of 
the constitution. The Fxecutive Coun- 
cil of the Federation shall every sir 
months appoint an expert accountant to 
audit the books of the Federation and 
make reports to all National, Interna- 
tional, Central, State and Federal Unions 
affiliated of the findings of such audits. 
The expense of such audits to be paid 
from the funds of the Federation. 
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New Section: The President shall ap- 
point a Credential Committee consisting 
of three (3) delegates elect. This com- 
mittee shall meet at the place of holding 
the Convention three days prior to the 
Convention, and shall report upon cre- 
dentials immediately upon the opening 
of the Convention. The expense of said 
committee to be paid out of the funds of 
the Federation. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 63.— By Delegate Thom- 
as J. Mahoney of the Glove Makers* In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, It is apparent to all that 
the enemies of labor have organized to 
assist each other, morally and financially, 
for the sole purpose of crushing and de- 
stroying organized labor, and the sue 
cess that has been attendant upon their 
efforts if allowed to continue unchecked, 
will ultimately result in disaster to the 
labor movement, and, 

WHEREAS, Under the system that at 
present exists, in order to successfully 
combat with the aggression of capital, 
we must fight them with capital; lack of 
said capital being principally responsible 
for the defeat that organized labor has 
suffered, and. 

WHEREAS, The opponents of organ- 
ized labor are becoming more bold and 
determined, through knowledge of the 
fact that the American Federation of 
Labor is not a financial institution, and 
realizing that the present system of rais- 
ing funds to carry on a controversy to a 
successful issue by means of appeals Tor 
financial aid, is ineffectual, therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the 
delegates here assembled that Article XI, 
section 1 be amended to read, "from In- 
ternational and National Trades Unions" 
a percaplta tax of ten and one-half c ents 
(10%) per member per month be paid, 
ten cents (10) of which must be set aside 
to be used only in case of strike or lock- 
out, and 

RESOLVED, That Article X, section 1, 
be amended to read, "The Executive 
Council shall have power to levy upon 
all affiliated unions, such assessments as 
may be necessary to conduct any strike 
or lockout that may have been legally 
endorsed or sanctioned by the Execu- 
tive Council. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 86.— By Delegate O. W. 
McCaslln of Hospital Employes' Union 
No. 10038: 

WHEREAS, The wages of State Hos- 

Eltal Employes are paid and regulated 
y the various States, and the very na- 
ture of their employment Is such that 
said employees could not inaugurate a 



prolonged strike over wages or for any 
other cause; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution be 
amended as follows: By adding to Sec- 
tion 1, Article XI, "State Hospital Em- 
ployees' Unions shall pay a per capita 
tax of five cents per member per month, 
but shall not be entitled to strike or lock- 
out benefits." 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate O. W. McCaslin spoke at 
length in opposition to the motion, and 
said in part: The resolution is intended 
to relieve the hospital employes of that 
part of the per capita tax that is set 
aside as a special fund for strikes and 
lockouts. These employes have the care 
of the unfortunate insane people, and it 
is our duty to look after them. You will 
realize the impossibility of the members 
of our union going on strike and leaving 
our charges. We could not possibly re- 
ceive any benefit from this fund, and 
therefore ask to be relieved from paying 
it, that we may devote it to a fund to 
be used in helping our own members 
when they are discharged. 

I move you as a substitute that the 
resolution be adopted. 

The substitute was voted on and lost. 
The original motion was carried. 

Resolution No. 52.— By Delegate Morris 
Brown of the Central Federated Union 
of New York City: 

WHEREAS, The Piano and Organ 
Workers of New York City have made 
various attempts by committee and with 
committee from the Central Federated 
Union to amicably settle a grievance ex- 
isting at their piano and organ factory 
(Ludwlg & Co.,) and have failed; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be and is hereby re- 
quested to place the firm of Ludwig & 
Co. upon its "We Don't Patronize List." 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred In. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 75.— By Delegate 
Henry Simon, of the Central Labor 
Union, Jefferson City, Mo.: 

WHEREAS, The policies declared for 
by organized labor at the Annual Con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor directly represent the interests 
of one-eighth the entire people of the 
United States and Indirectly affect all; 
and 

WHEREAS, These legislative policies 
are now decided In a single legislative 
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body, with only one short session each 
year of two weeks at which some three 
hundred bills are Introduced, referred 
to committee and acted upon, which calls 
for an additional system whereby the 
far-reaching interests involved shall be 
subject to discussion in the Labor Press 
and review by the members In order to 
insure the greatest amount of stability 
and progress; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby submits to ad- 
visory vote of the affiliated local, cen- 
tral and State unions the following 
amendments to the Constitution of the 
Order, to be numbered Articles XV and 
XVI. 

ARTICLE XV.-VETO POWER AND 
DIRECT INITIATIVE. 

Section 1. All questions of policy, ex- 
cept those immediately necessary and 
are so declared in the body of the meas- 
ure and which shall receive a two-thirds 
vote, shall not tak^e effect until ninety 
days after the close of the Convention, 
and, in the meantime, if three per cent 
of the local, central and State bodies 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor shall request in writing that a 
measure or measures shall be submitted 
to a direct vote of the local, central and 
State bodies, the measure shall be 
submitted by the Executive Council 
within thirty days from the filing of the 
request. The verdict of a majority of 
those who vote and whose unions are 
entitled to representation at the Con- 
vention shall decide each question. Each 
local in voting shall report the votes for 
and against each measure voted on with- 
in thirty days. The two preceding sen- 
tences shall apply to each section in this 
and the succeeding article. 

Section 2. Measures may be proposed 
to the Annual Convention by three per 
cent of the local, central and State 
bodies, and each measure thus proposed 
together with the recommendation of the 
Convention shall go to a direct vote of 
all the local, central and State bodies 
except where the Convention adopts the 
measure as proposed. 

ARTICLE XVI.-AMENDMENTS. 

Section 1. This Constitution may be 
amended upon recommendation by the 
Convention and ratification by a ma- 
jority vote of the locals, central and 
State bodies affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Section 2. Three per cent of the local, 
central and State bodies may propose 
amendments to this Constitution, and 
such measure or measures thus proposed, 
together with the recommendation of the 
Convention, shall go to a direct vote of 
all the local, central and State bodies. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred In. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. 



Delegate Sarman spoke In opposition 
to the motion. 

Delegate Lennon spoke in favor of the 
motion. 

The motion was then voted on and 
carried. 

Resolution No. 87.— By Delegate T. 
Westoby of the International Union of 
Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers: 

WHEREAS, The West, Middle West 
and the Pacific Coast have a very large 
proportion of members who are affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
have not the representation on the Ex- 
ecutive Council which they are entitled 
to in proportion to their membership; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be increased by the addition of three 
members; one to be from the West, Mid- 
dle West and one from the Pacific Coast. 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegates Westoby and Canavan 
spoke against the motion; Delegates 
Tveitmoe and Lennon In favor of the 
motion. 

The motion to concur In the recom- 
mendation of the committee was then 
carried. 

APPEALS FOR FINANCIAL ASSIST- 
ANCE. 
During the past year we had num- 
erous appeals for financial assistance, 
each urging that a special assessment 
be levied upon the unions. In view of 
the fact, however, that there were so 
many involved, and taking into con- 
sideration the financial condition of 
nearly all the international unions, we 
were strongly convinced of the inexpe- 
diency of levying such assessments. 

We, however, issued several appeals, 
some of which brought fair returns. 

We cannot too strongly impress upon 
the minds of our fellow-unionists the 
'absolute necessity of providing their 
organisations with funds. During the 
period when they are employed, and 
without any difficulty confronting 
them, they should contribute to the 
dues that will afford them protection 
in all of the vicissitudes that may be- 
fall them, to aid in securing the im- 
proved conditions to which they are 
entitled. 

Experience* has demonstrated that 
the failure of unions to require the 
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contribution of higher dues, and the 
consequent absence of any fund, is 
the cause of many strikes and lockouts 
which could and would otherwise be 
averted. 

When unions have no accumulated 
funds, they are often imposed upon by 
employers who undertake to calculate 
to a nicety how long- the workmen 
can resist aggression and hold out to 
enforce a demand, no matter how rea- 
sonable it may be. The fact that men 
can and do economize, and live on less 
than usual during a contest, is not con- 
sidered when the employers take an 
aggressive position, and strikes are 
thereby prolonged to a greater period 
than calculated upon by the employers. 
But the presence of a good fund would 
have the effect of moderating the em- 
ployers' attitude and persuading them 
to a more reasonable consideration of 
labor's rights. It is true that appeals 
for financial aid have been of great 
material advantage; that for the Min- 
ers' strike, in the anthracite regions; 
for the Western Federation of Miners, 
for the Textile Workers, and for the 
Glove Workers, have had fairly rea- 
sonable results, but, generally speak- 
ing, the issuance of appeals for finan- 
cial assistance is Immediately consid- 
ered by employers as a sign of weak- 
ness and as a token of distress, that 
influences them to take an obstinate 
position, in their supposed confidence 
tnat in a very brief time hunger will 
weaken the ranks and break the back- 
bone of the strike. 

In view of these absolute facts, dem- 
onstrated beyond doubt, we desire 
strongly to impress upon the minds of 
fellow - unionists, and to recommend 
and urge upon our international unions 
the absolute necessity and advantage 
to them, to their members, and to all 
labor, that the dues of the membership 
of their local unions should not be less 
than one dollar per month. Funds ac- 
cumulated from the contribution of 
such dues would not only admit the 
payment of benefits of several kinds to 
the members, but would be the great- 
est preventive of the deterioration of 
the condition of labor, would be the 
easiest and most practical method of 
obtaining improvements in the condi- 
tion of the workers, and accomplish 
these beneficial results without the ne- 
cessity of strikes or lockouts. 



The committee recommends that the 
action of the Executive Council be en- 
dorsed. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

LOCAL STRIKE& 

We have endorsed a number of 
strikes of directly affiliated local 
unions and authorized the payment of 
the benefits. This will be fully covered 
in the reports to this Convention of the 
President and Secretary. 

There is another feature to which we 
desire to call attention. We have formed 
quite a number of international unions 
within the past few years, since the 
formation of the defense fund. Of 
course, when an international union is 
formed from directly affiliated local 
unions, these locals forfeit their furth- 
er claim upon the defense fund, toward 
which they have paid. Desiring to 
overcome this, as well as to give the 
newly formed international unions a 
start, we have usually recognized the 
equity of the claim for some considera- 
tion and some financial assistance, and 
have appropiated sums of money toward 
tne formation of these international . 
unions, but such appropriations were 
made from the general fund, when in 
truth they should have been made from 
the defense fund, to which, as already 
stated, these unions had contributed. 
For that reason we recommend that 
when such appropriations are made, 
that authority be given that the same 
be drawn from the defense fund. We 
wish to add that it is not our desire to 
deplete the defense fund at all, but 
simply to accord justice, and in a legal 
manner. We therefore submit the rec- 
ommendation. 

The committee recommends that the 
Executive Council be given the au- 
thority asked. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 110.— By Delegate J. 
Barnes, of the Cigar Makers* Inter- 
national Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Constitution 
be amended as follows: by adding to 
Section 1 of Article IX "provided that 
no lobby committee shall be main- 
tained or money appropriated for such 
purpose." 

The committee recommends that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 
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xv motion was made and seconded 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. 

Delegate Mahlon Barnes — I propose 
to take you into my confidence to 
some extent in this matter, by way of 
introduction, and to say that the So- 
cialist delegates expected to join the 
issue only on this one resolution. We 
disclaim responsibility for the consid- 
eration of the question of Socialist ex- 
cept at this time, and it will be in line 
with the policy of those who are per- 
suaded we should take charge of the 
government as well as control of our 
industrial institutions that we should 
not beg, for legislation. 

All methods of lobbying are bowing 
the head and presenting ourselves in 
an undignified attitude, and the results 
obtained so far have not been commen- 
surate with the efforts put forth or the 
funds expended in that direction. Trade 
unionists as such do not hold any con- 
sistent position on the subject of legis- 
lation. We find them on one question 
blowing hot and on another question 
blowing cold. There Is no settled policy. 
I am reminded of what Brother Duncan 
said the other day when he asked: "Are 
we to wait on the slow process of law? 
No; we have an economic force we 
should exert, and it is more sure ana 
certain. Take the cigar-makers, for in- 
stance, and did they secure their eight- 
hour day by legislation? No." 

If that Is good logic, then let us turn 
our faces away from the capital and let 
us confine ourselves entirely to our 
economic organizations. Some deprecate 
the idea of legislation. We contend to 
the contrary. We say, make every 
effort to better your conditions through 
your economic organizations. If you se- 
cure in a small territory by your eco- 
nomic power desirable things, extend 
them to all the people by law if you 
can. 

For many years we have had a lobby 
committee more or less regularly at every 
session of Congress. You know and I 
know that the legislative committees' 
reports have been burdened with "I re- 
gret to report, I regret to report, I re- 
gret to report." Friends, we are in a 
new era! We are not in the infancy of 
capitalism. The lines of demarkation 
have been clearly drawn. The capital- 
ists, as such, know their Interests, and 
the workingmen at least are beginning 



to awaken to theirs. It was not difficult 
during Grant's administration to get an 
eight-hour law. But the capitalists are 
wiser to-day, and they know when you 
ask them to concede something to you 
which will Injure them It is to the inter- 
ests of the representatives of the capi- 
talist class to refuse your request. Both 
the Democratic and the Republican par- 
ties vie with each other In using the big 
club to bowl down the laws you request. 
Both the political parties will respect us 
when we cease to beg, and not before. 
In the words of the Irish patriot, "The 
great are only great because we are on 
our knees. Let us rise." While we are 
in humble attitude they spurn us with 
the toe of their shoe, an& I don't blame 
them. It Is in line with the simile of the 
slave bringing a petition to his master 
and saying, "Please free me." The mas- 
ter had property rights in the slave; his 
wealth was Invested In him, and it would 
have been to his detriment to comply 
with the request presented. In like man- 
ner the capitalist does not propose to 
readily assent to your requests. We will 
secure those things when we have the 
power and the will to take them. We 
have the power; It yet remains for us 
to have the will to take charge of the . 
government and then rectify all along 
the line the things we want abolished, 
and secure the legislation we now beg 
for. 

A story is told of a gunner who when 
out hunting shot one bird and wounded 
another. The wounded bird fluttered 
off. The gunner did not pusue the dead 
bird, but went after the one that was 
wounded because It had started to es- 
cape. Just so long as the politicians, 
both Democrats and Republicans, find us 
moored to one spot, or coming to them 
with heads bowed down, just so long 
they will turn a deaf ear to petitions. 
But should we pursue a policy of Ignor- 
ing them except to say, "Thus and so 
are the demands of organized labor; we 
demand of you their adoption," they 
would pay attention to us. And such a 
course would be dignified. Don't go 
down to Washington and shake the glad 
hand of the Senators and Representa- 
tives day In and day out during the 
whole session of Congress, but present 
your demands in a dignified way and 
then retire. 

I am reminded at this time that in the 
spring of 1893 at one of the district 
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meetings of the anthracite miners, be- 
coming nauseated at the dilatory tactics 
of the politicians and their refusal to ac- 
cede to our demands for legislation the 
miners voted almost unanimously that 
they would not send another lobby to the 
State Capital at Harrisburg. What was 
the result of that action? It was not 
three hours after that action was taken 
before Governor Pennypacker sent a 
message post haste saying, "Please send 
a committee of your organization to 
Harrisburg. I desire to confer with you 
on a matter of interest to your craft." 

I want to make clear the proposition 
as it appears to me, and I do not want 
to minimize any of the laws that have 
been secured in the past. There have 
been many beneficial laws secured by 
this policy in the last fifteen years. I 
myself have appeared before the legis- 
lative committees in Pennsylvania in the 
interest of laws for the protection of 
the cigar-makers* label. That was in 
'91 and '93. At that time they were not 
as wary as they are to-day, and the 
later enactments of that Legislature 
have not been towards increasing the 
value of that law. By two later amend- 
ments they have detracted from It, not- 
withstanding the fact that during the 
last Legislature there was a committee 
five times as large to present the facts. 
They are brighter-eyed, they are clearer- 
visloned to-day and they know the Issue 
better, and they take their stand accord- 
ing to their class interests. 

I contend that our best Interests as 
organized workmen will be subserved If 
we take the stand that we shall no 
longer beg from the capitalist class, but 
respectfully present our demands and de- 
sires, then let them know that we are 
in our homes in this great nation watch- 
ing to see whether or not they are going 
to accede to our desires and our wishes. 
If they prove recreant to their trust and 
torget the wishes of organized labor 
they will know that some other plan 
will be pursued. 

Treasurer Lennon In the Chair. 

President Gompers— Some one has said 
that I have placed myself at an advan- 
tage In addressing the conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor on ques- 
tions akin to this one. As delegate as 
well as President I have an opportunity 
to quit presiding for a brief period in 
order that I may present what I have to 



say on any question. I desire now to 
make an argument, brief though it may 
be, and to submit It to the criticism of 
those who may want to take issue. 

There may come a time when we may 
with some degree of safety do away 
with— not the lobby, as it is sneeringly 
termed, but the legislative committee— 
and rely entirely upon our economic or- 
ganizations. I believe that time may 
come; but I am confident that time has 
not yet arrived, and I feel it will not ar- 
rive for a considerable period of time. 
To-day more than ever, as intimated by 
Delegate Barnes, the capitalist class, or 
the worst elements in that class, stand 
as a constant opposition to anything we 
may demand, and also as a constant 
force to try and Invade the rights we 
have already secured, and to take away 
from us the advantages we have 
achieved. I look upon the efforts of our 
legislative, committee as those of a 
watchman, of a guard there to prevent 
iniquitous and hostile legislation. It is 
true that at times we have been required 
to report our regrets that much has not 
been achieved of an affirmative charac- 
ter; but I do not believe we should lose 
sight of the wonderful effect our move- 
ment and our legislative committee has 
had in preventing hostile legislation. 
The legislative committee can bear that 
out, and the history of our movement can 
bear that out. 

If it had not been for our legislative 
committee, and the President of the 
American Federation of Labor co-oper- 
ating with It, we would have upon our 
statute books to-day a law that would 
bind us hand and foot and prevent us 
from exercising our natural functions as 
trade unionists and citizens. 

I think It Is about time this sneering, 
slurring tirade against the legislative 
committee and the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor should 
cease. The assertion has been made 
that we bow our heads and bend 
our knees, that we "wear off the 
knee pads," as some have said. That 
may be the conception of some who 
attack the trade union movement in 
season and out of season; but that does 
not conform to the facts. Stenographic 
reports of the hearings before the House 
of Representatives and the Senate Com- 
mittees are published, and I challenge 
any man to produce one sentence, one 
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remark, one indication of an attitude on 
tne part of the American Federation of 
Labor or its President that is not a 
bold assertion of labor's rights. 

I have taken occasion as editor of the 
"American Federationist" to print the 
arguments and statements made by our 
legislative committee, by Vice-President 
Duncan, Vice-President O'Connell and 
by your humble servant, and I challenge 
any man to show that in the slightest 
degree, either directly or indirectly, 
anything can be distorted so as to Indi- 
cate a demeaning of the character, the 
dignity, the strength or honor of the 
labor movement of our country. 
. Delegate Barnes— You have referred to 
slurring tirades. I am the only one who 
has spoken. 

President Gompers— Do you believe we 
have bidden good-by to our memories? 
Do you think for a moment we are un- 
conscious of the fact that others— those 
who are associated with you and whom 
you designate as Socialists— conform 
themselves very differently in this Con- 
vention to the way they do out of it? 
Do you think we are entirely unconscious 
of these things? To show the consistency 
of our friends. They say they have con- 
centrated what they hoped to present to 
the Convention in the proposition now . 
under discussion, that is, the abolition of 
the legislative committee— I decline to 
accept their terminology in or out of 
the labor movement. They are asking 
us to abolish the legislative committee, 
and yet during this same Convention 
they have asked us to use our best efforts 
to get from Congress a law for pension- 
ing workers. They say that these, things 
will come about anyway, regardless of 
whether we have legislative committees 
or whether we abolish them. This re- 
minds me very much of an incident that 
occurred In a hunting party. A very 
ignorant colored man accompanied his 
employer on a hunting trip. The hun- 
ter was preparing to shoot any game 
in sight when the servant said: "You 
needn't shoot; dey come to you." The 
hunter said, "The game will not come; 
I will have to shoot it." 

At that moment a flock of ducks flew 
across his horizon, and the hunter, with 
accurate mark, aimed' and shot, and 
down came a duck with a dull thud. 

He then turned to the colored man 
and said, "You see what I have done. 



I got the duck, but I had to shoot it" 
The darkey said, "Weil, it wouldn't have 
made any difference; the fall would have 
killed him." 

"Everything comes to him who waits," 
may be a very excellent maxim, but we 
have seen nations and people wait and 
wait and decay because of their failure 
to act. We want to exercise every func- 
tion we possess. We deny the assertion 
made by some of our opponents when 
they say the American Federation of 
Labor is against political action. We 
are against the American labor move- 
ment being made a political party ma- 
chine. 

Sitting here I have jotted down a few 
things that have been secured. Ask the 
seamen what the American Federation 
of Labor has done for them. Last night 
I heard one of the seamen refer to the 
fact that the shackles were placed upon 
his wrists a few years ago simply be- 
cause he walked off his ship after his 
day's work was done, and that ship In 
safe harbor. He was arrested and taken 
in irons to jail because he did this. He 
said: "Thanks to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, every seaman in the coun- 
try can now do that without fear of the 
master, the policeman or the jail." 

Through the legislative committee of the 
American Federation of Labor we have 
abolished slavery in Hawaii. If it had 
not been for that legislative committee 
there would be slavery still in Hawaii. 
If it had not been for that committee 
we would have no Chinese Exclusion 
Act, and the ports of our country would 
be open to this "Yellow Peril." We have 
lien laws that protect the working man, 
and assure him that at the end of his 
week's work he will receive the wages 
he has earned. I do not know that Mr. 
Barnes was a wage-earner in the period 
when men would work week after week 
and then find that their employer had 
absconded with the money given him by 
the man whose buildings were being 
erected, and they were left without wages 
for the work they had done. Through 
the efforts of our legislative committee 
we have made it possible to secure the 
ventilation of mines. 

Through the legislative committees In 
the various States we have made it 
more safe for men to work In mines; 
we have had safety appliances placed In 
machine shops; we have secured to a 
greater degree safety of life and limb for 
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the worker. To you that may not be 
important, but to us it is. We have also 
secured practically a uniform coupler sys- 
tem on all railroads, so that many of the 
lives of our fellow workers have been 
saved— and surely their limbs have been. 
Through the efforts of our legislative 
committee we have abolished child labor 
in most of the States of our Union, and 
within the past few years we have se- 
cured the enactment of laws for the pro- 
tection of the lives and limbs of the chil- 
dren in several of the Southern States. 

I cannot go through the entire gamut, 
and I do not want to, of the laws .that 
have been secured and the benefits that 
have been achieved. If we in the next 
two or three years cannot secure more 
beneficial laws, we shall at least be on 
guard against the efforts of our oppo- 
nents. We have not secured all the laws 
we want or should have or to which we 
are entitled; but with all the attacks, 
with all the criticisms and fault-findings 



of our opponents, I say here and now 
we have more beneficent laws for the 
protection of the rights and interests and 
lives of the laborers of our country than 
there are in any country on the face of 
the globe. It is true some of the laws 
that were enacted have been declared 
unconstitutional; but there is not an es- 
sential factor we have surrendered, 
there is not a thing for which we cannot 
make a further fight. We move on and 
on. Sometimes we are forced back, or 
cannot proceed further, but those who 
have the grit, the Intelligence and the 
courage to fight and use every legal and 
moral weapon at their command are the 
men that make up a movement that 
knows no defeat—no, I shall modify that, 
but even though defeated now and then 
they cannot be and will not be con- 
quered. 

The Convention at 6:30 was then ad- 
journed to 8 P. M. 



NINTH DAY— Evening Session. 



Convention called to order at 8 
o'clock p. m., President Gompers in the 
Chair. 

Absentees — Smith (G. K.), Gilthorpe, 
Tobin, Hank, Butterworth, Koeneck, 
Curren, Duffy, S warts, Tarnell, Zaring, 
Guerin, Gordon, Baum, Donnelly, 
Burns, Nelson, Hammill,, Bechtold, 
Wolff, Hayes, Farrell, Mahoney, Smith 
(J. W.), De Villiers, Hutchinson, Green- 
law, Barter, Joyce, Warner, Ireland, 
Pattison. Heron, Murray, O'Neill. Web- 
er, Miller, Carey, Bahlhorn, Sullivan 
(J. H.). Lowe, Thomas, Cain, Hlggins, 
Mulcahy, Dinan, Sauer, Woodward, 
Cornelius, MacArthur, Brown (J. G.), 
Undow, Golden, Fischer. McAndrews, 
Mulcahy, Morgan, Davidson, Harris 
(W. S.), Crozier, Iglesias, Lavery (J. 
T.), Husted, Seaward, Michel, Brennan, 
Porter, Harris (R. F.), Hess, Ward. 
Walker, Dunn (J. J.), Leavitt, Payne, 
Moftlitt, O'Shea (Dennis), Ryan, Mor- 
ris (W. D.), McSherry, Murray, Hyde, 
Patterson, Dunn, Daley, Cantania, For- 
rest, Bailey, Hlnton, Bricker, Plllsbury, 
Bell, Keefe (M. O.), Damozonlo, Alves, 
Schrader, Schilling, Morey, Morris, 
Meinert, Dowd, Padilla. 

Discussion on Resolution No. 110 
continued. 

Delegate J. G. Brown spoke upon the 
question. 

Delegate Ramsay spoke In favor of 
report of the Committee. 



Delegate Monaghan called for the 
previous question. 

The report of the committee was 
then concurred in. 

Delegate Berger requested to be re- 
corded as voting in the negative. 

Resolution No. 134. — By Delegate C. 
W. Petry, of the Alameda County Cen- 
tral Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, Many instances occur 
in which members of organized labor 
occupy political positions; and 

WHEREAS, The laws of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor do not allow 
politics or religion to enter into any 
of their discussions; and 

WHEREAS, There is danger of par- 
tisan political discussion entering our 
deliberations, as was conclusively 
shown at the session of Wednesday, 
November 16, 1904; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That no delegate occu- 
pying a political position shall be 
seated as a delegate to any Convention. 

Committee recommends non-con- 
currence. 

Delegate Petry opposed the report 
of the committee and favored the 
adoption of the resolution. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 89. — By Delegate T. 
Westoby of the International Union of 
Shipwrights, Joiners, and Caulkers: 

WHEREAS, The rapid growth of 
trades unions have in proportion in- 
creased the amount of business in the 
various central bodies until it has be- 
come impossible to give the time fer- 
tile consideration of Important matters 
that such matters require; and 

WHEREAS, The time of the central 
bodies is taken up with matters that 
belong to department councils and 
could be better discussed and decided 
by said department councils; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Committee take action on 
dividing: the various trades into de- 
partment councils, such department 
council to be chartered by the A. F. of 
L. and under the jurisdiction of the 
central body of the city in which it is 
located. 

The committee reports to non- 
concur. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 78. — By Delegate Ed- 
ward Hirsch of the Baltimore Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Section 2, Article XII. 
Local Central Bodies, sets forth it shall 
be the duty of all National and Inter- 
national Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to in- 
struct their Local Unions to join char- 
tered Central Labor bodies and State 
Federations in their vicinity where 
such exist, and similar instructions 
shall be given by the American Feder- 
ation of Labor to all Trade and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions under its jurisdic- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS, This law Is not being 
carried out; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor insists upon all 
affiliated National and International 
Unions to compel their Local Unions 
to join the Central Labor Bodies and 
State Federations in the vicinity where 
they exist. 

Your committee finds from the re- 
port of the Secretary as submitted, that 
this matter is being carried out, and 
recommends non-concurrence in the 
proposition to so amend the constitu- 
tion. 

The recommendation of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

The committee submitted the follow- 
ing amendments to the constitution: 

To amend Section 3, Article III, by 
striking out the words "or Federated" 
in the ninth line, and inserting after 
the word "bodies" in the ninth line the 
words "Central Bodies," and changing 
number of the committees named 
thereafter to conform thereto. 



Delegate W. B. Wilson opposed the 
amendment. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was non-concurred in by a vote of 
43 for and 68 against. 

To amend Section 1, Article XIII, by 
striking out the entire section and 
substituting the following: 

Section 1. The money of the de- 
fense fund shall be drawn only to sus- 
tain strikes or lockouts of local trade 
and federal labor unions, when such 
strikes or lockouts are authorized, en- 
dorsed and conducted in conformity 
with the following provisions of this 
article. 

Committee recommends adoption 

T*he recommendation of the commit- 
tee concurred in. 

To amend the last clause of Section 
2 of Article XIII to read as follows: 

"unless the strike or lockout shall 
have been authorized and approved by 
the president and Executive Council." 

Committee recommends adoption. 

Delegate Man on requested the Chair 
to state the mode of procedure by 
which applications are made in cases 
of strikes and how local unions be- 
come entitled to the benefits of the 
defense fund. 

President Gompers — The mode of 
procedura is this: Local unions an- 
ticipating any difficulty, or proposing 
to make any demand, make application 
to the American Federation of Labor, 
setting forth the demands that are to 
be made, or the cause of the matter in 
contention. Immediately upon receipt of 
this information at our office, a compe- 
tent organizer or other representative 
of the American Federation of Labor 
is communicated with by mail or tele- 
graph, as is most necessary or con- 
venient In the meantime, manifold 
copies of the application of the local 
union are submitted to the members 
of the Executive Council by mail, with 
the request for a telegraphic vote as 
to whether or not the union shall be 
sustained and become entitled to the 
benefits of the defense fund should a 
strike occur or a lockout be inaugu- 
rated. When a majority vote of the 
members of the Executive Counicl has 
approved the application, the union is 
immediately advised that if a strike or 
lockout is unavoidable, it will become 
entitled to the benefits of the defense 
fund. The effort of the organizer or 
representative of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is continued in the 
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meantime for an advantageous and 
peaceful adjustment of the matters In 
dispute. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was concurred In. 

To amend the first clause of Section 
3, Article XIJI, as follows: 

"When a strike has been authorised 
and approved by the President and 
Executive Council." 

Committee recommends adoption. 

Recommendation of committee con- 
curred in. 

To amend the two last clauses of 
Section 3, Article XIII, to read as fol- 
lows: 

"The President of a local union shall 
immediately notify the President of 
the American Federation of Labor 
of the cause of the matter in dis- 
pute; what the wages, hours, and 
conditions of labor then are; what ad- 
vances, if any, are sought; what re- 
ductions are offered, if any; state the 
number employed and unemployed; the 
state of trade generally in the local- 
ity, and the number of persons In- 
volved, union and non-union. Also the 
number of members who would be- 
come entitled to the benefits herein 
provided should the application be au- 
thorized and approved.' 1 

Committee recommends adoption. 

Recommendation of committee con- 
curred in. 

To amend Section 6 of Article XTTT by 
striking out the last clause and insert- 
ing the following: 

"Any member refusing other work 
while on strike (providing said work is 
not in conflict with labor's interests) 
shall not be entitled to any benefits. 7 * 

Committee recommends adoption. 

The recommendation of the committee 
concurred in. 

To amend Section 9, Article Xm, line 
5, inserting between the words "paid" 
and "and" the following: 

"Furnishing Individual receipts to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor from all members to whom suck 
benefits have been paid." 

Committee recommends adoption. 

The recommendation of the committee 
concurred In. 

To amend Section o« Article IV, to 
read as follows: 

Section 5. No organisation or person 
that has seceded or has been suspended 
or expelled by the A. F. of L., or by any 
National or International organization 



connected with the Federation, shall, 
while under such penalty be allowed rep- 
resentation or recognition in this Federa- 
tion, or in any Central Body or National 
or International Union connected with the 
American Federation of Labor, under the 
penalty of the suspension of the body 
violating this section. 

Committee recommends adoption. 

Delegate Furuseth wanted to know if 
the American Federation of Labor ex- 
pelled individual members. 

Delegate Lennon for the committee 
said that International organizations ex- 
pelled individual members. 

The recommendation of the committee 
concurred in. 

To amend Section 8, of Article XII by 
striking out "unless upon charges duly 
proved against such delegation or local 
union" and inserting: 

"Provided, however, that upon written 
charges signed by at least three dele- 
gates, any delegate of an affiliated union 
may upon conviction after a fair trial 
be expelled or suspended." 

Committee recommends adoption. 

Delegate Mahon offered the following 
amendment: 

That where any International organiza- 
tion has been expelled for violating the 
laws of the A. F. of L., the President of 
the A. F. of L. shall direct the organiz- 
ers of the same to reorganize the loyal 
members of the organization into locals, 
and again bring them into an Interna- 
tional in affiliation with the A. F. of L. 

Delegate Mahon's amendment lost by 
a vote of 22 for and 69 against. 

The following delegates spoke upon the 
amendment: Barnes, Mangan, Petry, 
Conroy, Brown, Mahon, Drlscoll, Wilson, 
Dold, Spencer, Keough. 

Delegate Warner called for the previous 
question. 

The previous question was ordered by 
a vote of 60 for and 60 against. 

The recommendation of the committee 
concurred in by a vote of 90 for and 46 
against. 

Delegate Dale desired to be recorded 
as voting in opposition to committee's re- 
port 

On motion the report was adopted as 
a whole, and the committee discharged. 

The Convention was then adjourned un- 
til 9. a. m., November 26th. 
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The Convention was called to order 
at 9 o'clock a. m., Saturday, November 
26th, Vice-President Duncan in the 
Chair. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Absentees: 

Tracy, Barnes, Kentzell, Farrell, Ma- 
honey (T. J.), Thomas (Mason), Wood- 
ward, Golden, Kidd, Morgan, Harris 
(W. S.), Hus ted. Seaward, Michel, 
Brennan, Porter, Harris (R. F.). Ward 
(Chris.), Walker, Dunn (J. P.), O'Shea 
(D.), Ryan (John), Morris (W. D.). Mc- 
Sherry, Murrav (J.), Hyde, Patterson, 
Dunn (M. T.), Daley, Catania, Bailey, 
HInton, Pillsbury, Bell, Damozonio, 
Schilling, Morey, Dowd. 

Secretary Morrison read invitations 
from the following cities desiring the 
next Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: 

J. C. Hayner, Mayor of Minneapolis; 
Hugh Jennings, President Minneapolis 
Trades and Labor Assembly; L. Lund, 
Secretary of the Minneapolis Trades 
and Labor Assembly; W. G. Nye, Secre- 
tary Public Affairs Committee of the 
Minneapolis Commercial Club; H. V. 
Eva, Secretary Commercial Club, Du- 
luth, Minn.; James H. Wyman, Mayor 
of Alleghany, Pa.; George H. Anderson, 
Vice-President Chamber of Commerce, 
Pittsburg, Pa.; George A. Ness, Presi- 
dent Iron City Central Trades Council, 
Pittsburg, Pa.; R. C. Knoll, President 
of the Allied Printing Trades Council. 
St Louis, and D. Kreyling, Central 
Trades and Labor Council of St. Louis. 

The Secretary also read a fraternal 
greeting from Golden Gate Lodge No. 
91 of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen, San Francisco. 

Vice-President Duncan — The special 
order of business for this hour is the 
report of the Committee on Resolu- 
tions on the resolution concerning the 
Seamen's and the Longshoremen's In- 
national Unions. Vice-President Mit- 
chell will please take the Chair. 

Vice-President Mitchell in the Chair. 

Delegate Frank K. Foster, for the 
Committee on Resolutions, reported as 
follows: 



Resolution No. 112.— By Delegates of 
the Seamen's International Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Long- 
shoremen's Association continues to 
use the name of, and to, in part, claim 
jurisdiction as the "International 
Longshoremen, Marine and Transporta- 
tion Association"; and 

WHEREAS, Such action on the part 
of the International Longshoremen's 
Association is in open and flagrant con- 
tempt of the American Federation of 
Labor, as expressed by the New Or- 
leans Convention of 1902 and reiterated 
by the Boston Convention of 1903; and 

WHEREAS, Since the last-named de- 
cision of the A. F. of L., the I. L. A. 
has chartered bodies of seamen on the 
Lakes and Gulf Coast, and its repre- 
sentatives have, in local and national 
convention, formally declared their re- 
fusal to work on board ships with 
members of the International Seamen's 
Union of America; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in annual Convention 
assembled, does hereby again reiterate 
its decision in this matter, and does 
require said International Longshore- 
men's Association to discontinue using 
the name or claiming any jurisdiction 
implied by the term "International 
Longshoremen's, - Marine and Trans- 
portation Association." 

Delegate Foster — The committee has 
a majority and a minority report to 
present. The following is the report 
of the majority of the committee: 

While technically we believe that the 
contention of the resolution is correct, 
as far as the action of the Boston Con- 
vention is concerned, yet as the evi- 
dence submitted to the committee ab- 
solutely proves that thousands of men 
now belong to the International Long- 
shoremen's Association who are enti- 
tled to be called Marine and Trans- 
portation Workers, and as the dele- 
gates of the Seamen's International 
Union do not claim that this present 
membership should be transferred to 
their organization, we recommend non- 
concurrence in the resolution. 

We further recommend that repre- 
sentatives of the organizations inter- 
ested meet and endeavor to formulate 
an agreement as to the limitations of 
future Jurisdiction In the trades con- 
cerned and that a copy of such agree- 
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ment be filed with the President of the 
A. F. of L. 

The following is the minority re- 
port: 

To the OflBcers and Delegates of the 
American Federation of Labor: 
As a member of your Committee on 
Resolutions, I am unable to agree with 
the majority in their report to non-con- 
cur in the pending resolution. The 
committee admits that the Seamen are 
technically correct, but still non-cur. 
To my mind this is equivalent to in- 
viting the International Longshore- 
men's Association to go on taking all 
they can get, and while it is the sea- 
men to-day it may be the teamster or 
street car men next. I therefore rec- 
ommend concurrence in the resolution. 
Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM COHEN. 

It was moved by Delegate Foster and 
seconded by Vice-President Duncan 
that the majority report of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. 

Delegate Furuseth — I would like to 
ask the Chairman of that committee if, 
in his opinion, a sailor is a transporta- 
tion worker? 

Vice-President Duncan — To some ex- 
tent, yes, the same as a railroad man 
or anyone else that handles freight of 
any kind that is being transported. 

Delegate Furuseth — Do you consider 
that a marine fireman is a marine 
workman or that a marine engineer is 
a marine workman? 
Delegate Duncan — Yes. 
Delegate Furuseth— The name claimed 
by the Longshoremen at present, the 
name under which they are known 
throughout the country, the name under 
which locals in different parts of the 
country are affiliated with them, is that 
of International Longshoremen, Marine 
and Transportworkers' Association. That 
name takes in Longshoremen, Marine 
Workers and Transportation Workers, 
and it is therefore within the ordinary 
acceptation of the word an organization 
claiming Jurisdiction over all workers in 
transportation. The Chairman of the 
committee has said that he considers a 
railroad man a transportation worker, a 
sailor a transportation worker, a marine 
fireman a marine worker, and yet he and 
his colleagues bring in here a report 
which is equivalent to an invitation to 



the Executive Council to give the Long- 
shoremen the name and Jurisdiction 
which they claim. How does it come 
that a Committee on Resolutions of the 
American Federation of Labor is willing 
that a transportation federation of the 
United States shall be chartered by this 
body and shall be permitted to grow up 
as a dual organization within this body? 
What has become of the old-time, 
straight trade unionism of the members 
of this committee? What has become 
of their respect for the law of the 
American Federation of Labor? The 
American Federation of Labor says: 
"We declare ourselves in favor of the 
formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every trade and labor organiza- 
tion in America, organized under the 
trade union system." 

Now we thought the trade union sys- 
tem meant organization of craftsmen 
consisting of locals scattered through- 
out the country, the members of which 
might take transfer cards and go from 
one to another without paying a new 
initiation fee. In other words, that this 
was an organization for the purpose of 
perfecting the mobility of labor. If we 
take up thj proceedings of the Inter- 
national Longshoremen, Marine and Trans- 
portworkers' Association we will find 
that that organization consists of differ- 
ent trades or sections of trades organ- 
ized by themselves, and even different 
locals of tfie Longshoremen organized 
by themselves, and no transfer from one 
to the other even in the same city, will 
be accepted. Gentlemen, this is not a 
trade union; this is a transportation 
federation. That the President of it 
considers it so is unquestionably true, 
because he says in his address, "This 
federation should have a permanent Com- 
mittee on Immigration." That the men 
sitting in that Convention as delegates 
so considered it is evidenced by the fact 
that throughiut the entire proceedings 
you find it considered as a federation, 
not as a union. You find the proceedings 
filled with Jurisdiction disputes such as 
we have in this Convention. At the same 
time they send organizers out through- 
out the different parts of the country to 
organize the maritime workers. The 
President in his address says, "We must 
get togethe- all maritime workers; we 
must have all in order to accomplish 
our purpose." The Committee on Or- 
ganization recommended that organiza- 
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tion of carpenters, it recommended the 
organization of bridge builders, it recom- 
mended the organization of brakemen. 
They have organized in their locals the 
brakemen. They adopted resolutions in- 
structing the Executive Board to en- 
deavor to absorb the Inland Freight 
Handlers' International Union which is 
seated in this Convention. Recommend- 
ations introduced refer to the Committee 
on Organization, and they were referred 
to the Executive Committee with power 
to act. 

Is there anything in transportation 
business they are not looking for? Is 
the American Federation of Labor go- 
ing t~ adopt a report which is equivalent 
to instructions to the Executive Council 
to issue to this conglomeration, this 
transportation federation, a charter un- 
der which it can use the organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor to eat 
into and destroy the American Federa- 
tion itself? This is a dual organization 
to the American Federation of Labor it- 
self. It instructs its Executive Board to 
affiliate with the transportation federa- 
tions of Europe. It considers in every 
one of its acts, as shown in these pro- 
ceedings—which I recommend to the 
careful reading of trade unionists 
throughout the country— that it is a 
transportation federation, intent upon 
having one organization cover all the 
different transportation workers, whether 
by land or by water, within the United 
States, and recommends affiliating with 
the same kinds of organizations in 
Europe. 

The International Seamen's Union of 
America is a trade union pure and sim- 
ple, and does not desire to be anything 
else. It desires that this Federation 
shall, so far as it is able, prevent the 
Longshoremen, Marine and Transport- 
workers from absorbing, or endeav- 
oring to absorb, other organizations 
within this American Federation of 
Labor. Of course we understand its lim- 
itation in that direction, except in so 
far as its moral power is concerned, and 
when it has determined what is right it 
has done all, but we insist that so far 
as it can do something it should be done. 
The International Seamen's Union was 
affiliated in 1893. At the Chicago meet- 
ing the Longshoremen were chartered as 
Longshoremen. It was not until 1902 
that they undertook to change their 
name, not until after the City Front 



strike in San Francisco, that they un- 
dertook to take in maritime men. Wo 
protested against this claim, and it was 
referred to the new Orleans Convention. 
The committee in the New Orleans Con* 
vention reported against them. After a 
long debate there a motion was made 
by Max Hayes that it be referred to a 
committee of two from each organization, 
the four to select a fifth member of the 
committee, and then upon an amendment 
made by me a motion was carried which 
prevented them from changing their 
name. 

Vice-President Duncan— That is not so. 

Delegate Furuseth— I shall ask disin- 
terested men who were there if that 
motion was not adopted. But it went 
on in the same way, and they were 
seated in the Boston Convention— on 
wnat kind of credentials I know not, but 
I do know on what kind of credentials 
they are seated here in this Convention. 
They are not seated as a Longshoremen's 
Union but as an International Longshore- 
men. Marine and Transportworkers' 
Association. It is thus their credentials 
read, and the farce about their being only 
Longshoremen here and something else 
outside should be stopped. 

I am pleased at this at least, / that the 
committee says they should be given a 
charter under the name with which they 
travel throughout the country. What 
would maritime men think of a vessel 
that flies one flag in port and another 
out at sea? We would consider that a 
pirate, and we would, without hurting 
our consciences much, go and sink it. If 
it were not for the fact that in the 
Longshoremen's Union, as such, there 
are a very large number of good union 
men, there would have been trouble along 
the shores of this country about this 
matter ere now. Perhaps there would 
have been a question as to whether the 
legitimate craft would have sunk the 
pirate or t-3 pirate the legitimate craft. 
We have held off from these things be- 
cause we had an abiding faith in the 
justice of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor and in 
this Convention. But I find to my unr 
utterable surprise that, so far as I can 
discover, the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor in every 
way treated the Longshoremen as if it 
was recognized as the Longshoremen, 
Marine and Transportworkers' Asso- 
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elation of the United States, and the 
Longshoremen's delegates have been 
seated here on credentials bearing that 
title. 

Are we who go to sea, we who labor 
under entirely different conditions to be 
told what to do, as seamen, by men on 
shore? I thought the American Federa- 
tion of Labor stood for the landsmen as 
landsmen and the seamen as seamen. I 
thought the American Federation of La- 
bor would have said the tailor should 
deal with the tailors' affairs, the shoe 
worker with the shoe workers' affairs, 
the longshoreman with the longshore- 
men's affairs and the seaman with the 
seamen's affairs. Even such staunch 
trade unionists throughout their entire 
careers as Mr. Duncan, of the Granite 
Cutters, and Mr. Foster, of the Printers, 
come in here and make this report! In 
heaven's name, what kind of •'metaphysi- 
cal dope" was administered to those men 
that could possibly induce them to do 
those things? What is there behind all 
this business? If you will read the little 
pamphlets that were placed on your 
tables last week you will know what is 
behind it. 

The Seamen got into a position through 
legislation tnrough which they could as- 
sert themselves and demand better con- 
ditions and wages. What was done by 
the employers on the lakes and else- 
where? Inasmuch as they had failed to 
light the Seamen by law they set to 
work to fight them by industrial asso- 
ciations, to take away from them by in- 
dustrial combination what they had 
gained through the liberty-loving senti- 
ment of the country. Of course it is in 
the interest of the Lake Carriers' Asso- 
ciation—I know that— it is in the in- 
terest of the dock companies on the 
lakes, in the interest of the great steve- 
dore concerns in the country. We know 
that if the Seamen got more the Long- 
shoremen would have to get less or the 
sum total of transportation cost would 
have to be Increased. 

I have said all I care to on this sub- 
ject, except that the transportation 
federation is after the Seamen to-day, 
and, as the minority report says, it will 
be after the teamsters and some of the 
other transportation workers some other 
time. It will go on annexing organiza- 
tions as long as it is not curbed, or as 
long as the American Federation of La- 



bor will permit. I therefore move the 
adoption of the minority report. 

The motion was seconded. 

Delegate Keefe— Up to the present time 
we have taken little or none of the time 
of the Convention, either in San Fran- 
cisco or in any of the previous Conven- 
tions, and we do not propose to start in 
at this late day. I first want to call 
my friend's attention to a very odd state- 
ment he has made. He refers to a state- 
ment made at our recent Milwaukee 
Convention, in which he contends, among 
other things it was said this Association 
should have a Committee on Immigra- 
tion. That statement was not made 
there; it was part of a paper that was 
read by me at a meeting of the National 
Civic Federation at Chicago, early last 
year. Among other things that were 
said in that paper is the following: 

"This Federation should have a Stand- 
ing Committee on Immigration, to study 
cause and effect, and assist the labor 
organizations in the work of assimila- 
tion; also from time to time to make 
recommendations to Congress of reason- 
able and humane regulations relative to 
immigration, in order that the American 
standard may not be lowered; also to use 
every endeavor to stimulate Industrial 
education in all parts of the country." 

£ merely call the attention of the Con- 
vention to that particular point made by 
Mr. Furuseth. All my official acts dur- 
ing the year were reported to the Con- 
vention in Milwaukee, this among others. 
In our definition of Transport Workers 
belonging to our organization we have 
confined ourselves wholly and solely to 
the water. We have said nothing about 
Transport Workers on land; neither does 
this Committee on Resolutions. We 
have no desire to attach to our organiza- 
tion any organization or part of any or- 
ganization already existing and doing 
transportation work on the land. This 
same argument was made by my friend 
Furuseth in New Orleans, relative to 
Transport Workers. Representatives of 
these organizations, Mahoney and Tan- 
quary, have said they were not afraid 
that we would annex their organizations. 
In order to make my statement brief I 
have prepared an outline of our marine 
organizations. 

A local of the Marine Firemen, Oilers 
and Watertenders of the American 
Great Lakes was organized at Cleveland, 
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Ohio, on the 20th day of April, 1888, 
under the Knights of Labor. Eight 
days later another Local was organized 
at Buffalo, N. Y., and the Firemen 
generally on the Lakes worked under the 
jurisdiction of both charters at Cleve- 
land and Buffalo until the spring of 1891, 
when they returned their Knights of 
Labor charter, and re-organized with a 
charter Incorporated under the laws of 
the State of New York with headquar- 
ters at Buffalo. 

In 1899 the members of this organiza- 
tion went on strike in sympathy with the 
Grain Shovelers of Buffalo, New York 
(a Local of our Association) without any 
solicitation on the part of the Grain 
Shovelers, and materially assisted them 
in their flght. After the strike was over, 
which terminated successful in the in- 
terests of the Grain Shovelers, the 
Marine Firemen applied for membership 
with our Association. Their member- 
ship at that time did not exceed three 
hundred. After the matter was sub- 
mitted to our Executive Council, It was 
decided that the appeal made by the 
Marine Firemen, Oilers and Water- 
tenders should be granted. 

We then directed our members in the 
different ports on the American Lakes 
to insist upon the Captains carrying 
union Firemen, Oilers and Watertenders. 
This request was complied with, with 
the result that the membership has 
grown from 300 in 1899, to over 4,000 in 
1904. 

The men following this particular vo- 
cation are working under agreements 
which were secured and approved of by 
our International Association, and none 
but union men to be employed. No other 
organization has ever had anything to do 
with these workers with the single ex- 
ception of the Knights of Labor and our 
Association. 

It might not be out of place at this 
time to state that the condition of these 
men has been changed from $1.00 a day 
or less, at the time they joined our Asso- 
ciation to $45.00 per month, from the 
opening of navigation to the first of Oc- 
tober, and $65.00 per month, from the 
first of October to the laying up of the 
boats, together with board, bath and 
good sanitary conditions, which they 
never enjoyed prior to joining our Asso- 
ciation. 

In addition to the organizing of the 
above workers, we have organized the 



Marine Firemen, Oilers and Water- 
tenders along the Canadian Great Lakes 
and Rivers, and have materially assisted 
them in securing much better conditions 
than under which they were formerly 
employed. 

We have also organized the following 
maritime interests along the American 
Great Lakes, and some of them have 
been members of our Association for 
several years: 

Members. 

Marine Engineers 460 

Licensed Tugmen 2,800 

Tug Firemen 1,765 

Marine Divers, Helpers and Ten- 
ders , h 285 

Steam Shovel and Dredge Engin- 
eers 700 

Firemen and General Laborers on 

Dredge Scows 1,100 

Drill-Boat Workers 480 

Marine Pile Drivers 360 

General Fishermen, including Gill 
Net Fishermen, Pound Net and 

Seine Fishermen 1,680 

Marine Firemen, Oilers and Water- 
tenders on American Lakes 4,250 

Total 13,880 

I presume that this Convention will 
not say the governed have no right to 
say who shall govern them. 

Every man employed as a licensed 
officer on tugs on the Great Lakes is a 
member of the Licensed Tugmen's Asso- 
ciation and affiliated with us. 

Those men we did not take in as in- 
dividuals or seceders from any organ- 
ization. Those organizations had been 
In existence for some time, and through 
their own volition, without any solicita- 
tion on our part, deemed it advisable and 
to their own best interest to attach them- 
selves to our organization. It is a well- 
known fact that those men did not be- 
come a part of the Longshoremen's or- 
ganization because they wanted to be 
considered Longshoremen; it was be- 
cause they were confident our organ- 
ization was the one that would render 
them the greatest assistance. It was 
immaterial to them whether the fellow 
wore a blue coat or a black coat, so 
long as they got results. 

As far as the Seamen's organization is 
concerned, we have repeatedly tried to 
reach an understanding. They say, "We 
want something you have." If they 
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want it they will have to get it with 
the consent of those who have control 
over that matter (the men themselves). 
Our branches known as the Marine 
Workers, I am sure, can never be in- 
duced or persuaded to join the Seamen's 
organization. Why? Because the wages 
of our branches are as much as three 
or four hundred per cent higher than 
the wages paid the seamen. The lowest 
paid men we have as a part of our 
organization known as Marine Workers 
receive the same wage as the highest 
paid men in the Seamen's Union, viz., 
forty-five dollars and sixty-five dollars 
per month. 

The men who handle the steam don- 
keys on the boats belong to both or- 
ganizations. Our men's wages have been 
increased nearly one hundred per cent. 
The dock workers themselves, the men 
termed Longshoremen, have had their 
wages increased more than one hundred 
per cent in many instances within the 
last five years. Other branches have 
had the wages of their men increased 
from forty to sixty per cent and their 
conditions bettered. Are these men go- 
ing to attach themselves to an organiza- 
tion that can do nothing for itself or 
for them? Perhaps it is good practice 
for a man who has nothing better to 
do (our friend) to study law for twenty 
years; but we bring about results that 
are practical. We defy the representa- 
tives of the Seamen's Union to say that 
where our organization is In existence, 
and where we are in control (as we are 
on the Great Lakes and in other places 
as well), that we do not regulate con- 
ditions and get results. We have agree- 
ments with employers who no other 
branch of labor has been successful in 
getting agreements with. The great 
steel trust that has refused to treat with 
other organizations have made contracts 
with us. We have contracts with the 
great lines of railroads. That was not 
done through sentiment; it was done only 
because it was the best the employers 
could do under the circumstances. We 
are a peaceful organization; we never 
made a threat in our lives, and we don't 
propose to make any threats. Whenever 
we have in mind the intention of making 
a threat we put it into execution with- 
out any formality. The results obtained 
by us have been brought about through 
organization, perfect organization and 
perfect discipline. 



The New Orleans Convention did not 
take the action referred to by our friend. 
Mr. Duncan was in the Chair when the 
matter was under consideration, and the 
point raised by Mr. Furuseth was not 
adopted by the Convention. Suppose you 
were to say to us, ' "You cannot have 
the name of your own people; you can- 
not govern the Transport Workers, 
thousands of whom are working on the 
water loading and unloading boats." In 
nearly every important port on the Lakes 
they unload part of the load at one 
point and part at others, just as a de- 
livery wagon unloads its merchandise. 
They are what we term Transport Work- 
ers, and we claim them as part of our 
organization. We have no wish or in- 
tention to get away from on or about 
the water front. 

In the New Orleans Convention the 
question was raised by some person con- 
cerning freight handlers. We voluntar- 
ily notified the President of the American 
Federation of Labor and the Executive 
Council that we had no desire to claim 
the interior freight handlers if any other 
organization claimed them, because they 
were not in our sphere and we were not 
able to accomplish results for them as 
rapidly as we were for our own people 
employed on the water. 

We have the Transport Workers; that 
cannot be denied; and if we have the 
workers we surely have a right to the 
name to cover them. We have the 
Marine Workers; that cannot be denied, 
and this Convention has no right to say 
to forty-two or forty-three hundred fire- 
men, everyone on the Lakes, that they 
must disassociate themselves with the 
organization that helped and perhaps 
made nearly all the conditions they now 
enjoy. You have no right to say to the 
lug firemen, men who command wages 
ranging from fifty-five to sixty-five dol- 
lars per month and their living that they 
must leave our organization. The li- 
censed officers' wages ' have been in- 
creased twenty per cent, and range from 
$120 to $165 a month. On some of the 
smaller tugs where they formerly re- 
ceived forty and fifty dollars they now 
receive ninety dollars a month. Do you 
mean to say to those men that they must 
leave the organization that has done so 
much for them? The same is true of 
all the other affiliated branches, and yet 
in the face of that they say we cannot 
have the name of these crafts. They are 
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afraid we will get after the landsmen. 
I think the landsmen are able to take 
care of themselves. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we had a meeting, 
as per the instructions of the Executive 
Council. The meeting was held and Pres- 
ident Gompers and Delegates Duncan and 
Foster were present. We outlined what 
might be a settlement of the dispute. 
Everything seemed to be entirely satis- 
factory. When we next met we were 
told, "There will be no meeting unless 
you disassociate yourselves from your 
name, no meeting unless you take from 
your present title Marine and Transport 
Workers." We cannot do that. They are 
our people and we are going to protect 
them, with the consent of the Seamen if 
we can get it, without their consent if 
we cannot. The Seamen ought to be 
the most closely related with us in our 
work, especially on the Coast. On the 
Lakes we do not have any trouble, but 
here there seems to be a constant tur- 
moil, at least in the minds of one or two 
men. There can be no adjustment of any 
difference, unless at their suggestion. We 
have the Marine and Transport Workers, 
and when they sever their connection 
with our organization it will be because 
they desire to do it voluntarily. 

Vice-President Duncan— On behalf of 
the Committee on Resolutions I propose 
to say a few words on this question. I 
do so at this time because, although it 
is generally a fact that when a commit- 
tee report is made to the Convention the 
report is dealt with and not the personnel 
of the committee. One or two of the 
members of the committee have been 
singled out and are given more attention 
than the subject before the Convention. 
The question was asked what "dope" had 
been given members of the committee.^ 
If it can be called "dope" it was the' 
evidence submitted and nothing* else.. 
That peculiar statement was followed by 
another inquiring what was back of all 
this, as if the members of this committee 
were going around the question and deal- 
ing with something else than appears on 
the face of the report. What was back 
of it were the facts that were submitted, 
these and nothing else. 

Perhaps a little of the history of this 
controversy may help to clear the at- 
mosphere, especially as the resolution we 
are considering and the statement made 
a few moments ago by Delegate Furu- 
seth do not coincide with what the com- 



mittee knows to be the facts in the case. 
In New Orleans the Executive Council 
reported to the Convention on this sub- 
ject as follows: 

The last convention of the Internation- 
al Longshoremen's Association changed 
its title to the "International Longshore- 
men and Marine and Transport Associa- 
tion," and claim as its Jurisdiction, be- 
sides Longshoremen, "Firemen, Oilers, 
Water Tenders, Engineers, Masters, 
Pilots, Licensed Tugmen," etc. Protests 
against these claims were received from 
several sources; among others from the 
Seamen's International Union. . The Long- 
shoremen disclaimed Seamen. The Sea- 
men, however, insist that Firemen, Oil- 
ers, Water Tenders, Engineers and others 
working upon a vessel are Seamen. 
Apart from this, the Railway Freight 
and Baggage Handlers' International 
Union is organized, and application for 
charter for such an International Union 
was received, thus claiming jurisdiction 
over railway freight and baggage han- 
dlers. 

It appears to us that Jurisdiction might 
be conceded with advantage over all 
Freight Handlers, whether at railways or 
the water front; but the question arises 
as to the jurisdiction of this and other 
callings to which reference has already 
been made. 

The International Longshoremen's As- 
sociation has made application for a new 
charter under the title of International 
Longshoremen and Marine and Transport 
Association. We have no objection to the 
charter under the new title, providing it 
did not extend jurisdiction over trades 
or callings already organized. 

The entire subject-matter is, therefore, 
referred to you with the recommendation 
that it be referred to a special committee 
to take under advisement the subject- 
matter, and to that committee also be re- 
ferred several subjects to which we shall 
refer in this report. 

As far as the Conventions of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor are concerned, 
this constitutes the starting point. 

A special committee was named at the 
New Orleans Convention which deliber- 
ated on the subject and reported to the 
Convention. Much discussion ensued, and 
after much debate. Delegate Max Hayes 
arose and offered one of those resolutions 
which were so plentiful in that Conven- 
tion, and which came under the head 
of so-called "harmony" procedure as fol- 
lows: 

*JF E £ OLVED » That !t Is the sense of 
this Convention that, in the controversy 
between the Transport Workers' Union 
and the Seamen's Union, both organiza- 
tions shall select, within ninety days, 
two members, the four to select a fifth 
disinterested person, for the purpose of 
defining the jurisdiction of the organ- 
izations affected. 

The substitute was carried by a vote of 
90 for, 54 against. 
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Andrew Furuseth then offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Delegate Furuseth moved that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed not to issue 
a charter to the Longshoremen with 
such a change in name as applied for. 

The Furuseth resolution was not acted 
upon by the New Orleans Convention, 
but, as will be seen later in the proceed- 
ings, on the same page was referred with 
the rest of the subject to a special com- 
mittee named in the Hayes' substitute 
This constitutes the whole of the action 
taken by the New Orleans Convention on 
the subject, and the resolution of Dele- 
gate Furuseth was referred to the com- 
mittee along with the resolution of Dele- 
gate Hayes. 

No resolution was presented to the 
Boston Convention on the subject. The 
only reference to the subject was a short 
paragraph in the report of the Executive 
Council, which reads as follows: 

The conference directed at the last Con- 
vention to be held between the repre- 
sentatives of the International Longshore- 
men's Association and the International 
Seamen's Union has not been held. We 
are, therefore, unable to make report 
thereon. 

Delegate Macarthur was Secretary of 
the committee dealing with the report of 
the Executive Council, and took advan- 
tage of that fact to report to the Con- 
vention the following: 

In reporting upon this head we would 
point out that notwithstanding the re- 
fusal of the last Convention to sanction 
the change in name asked for by the 
International Longshoremen's Associa- 
tion, that organizzatlon has been for 
some time past, and still is, transacting 
business under the title of "International 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers of America." This we regard as an 
act of bad faith on the part of the In- 
ternational Longshoremen's Association, 
calculated to mislead the public, and to 
injure the interests of other affiliated or- 
ganizations and to cause serious com- 
plications, and we recommend that the 
action of the International Longshore- 
men's Association in this regard be dis- 
approved and that that organization be 
required to transact all its business un- 
der the title recognized by the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in without one word of debate. 
It was read In the committee's report 
within one hour of the adjournment of 
the last session. The delegates of the 
Longshoremen's Association had left 
twenty-four hours before the close of 
the Convention, and knew nothing about 
the action of this committee until they 



read the printed proceedings of the Con- 
vention after adjournment. No action 
was therefore taken of a tangible nature 
excepting to refer the whole subject to 
a committee to endeavor to adjust the 
contention. 

The Committee on Resolutions, as 
stated by Delegate Foster, shows that, 
so far as the Boston Convention is con- 
cerned, the resolution is ' correct. Now, 
as to the other part. My friend Furu- 
seth in his address was voluminous on 
points not touching the root of this dis- 
pute but upon that point he was silent. 
This committee recommends that, inas- 
much as the membership referred to is 
not claimed by the Seamen, that we non- 
concur in the resolution and that parties 
Interested meet and draw up a plan 
which will set forth the nature of the 
labor to be performed by those men, and 
when that is drawn up and recorded 
at headquarters of the organizations 
affected and the headquarters of the 
American Federation of Labor, you will 
have as near a solution of the contention 
as is possible for this Convention. 

I have no feeling in the matter what- 
ever. My trade unionism has not suf- 
fered from contact with the opposing 
parties, and I think it will take a little 
more than the evidence I have upon this 
or any similar subject to change my 
views favoring straightforward, clear- 
cut trade unionism. 

Just before the adjournment of taking 
evidence by the committee, this state- 
ment, in effect, was made: The Seamen, 
on their part, with some exceptions which 
could be adjusted, said, "for the sake of 
argument we are willing to admit that 
you can have all the members in your 
Longshoremen's Association now held by 
you, but we want you to strike out the 
words "Marine and Transport Workers" 
from your title. Secretary Foster asked 
the Seamen if the members, about whom 
we were taking evidence, in the Long- 
shoremen's Association were claimed by 
the Seamen, and they immediately an- 
swered: "No; we claim no jurisdiction 
over them and don't want them, but we 
want the name of their Association 
changed." They also said they preferred 
to see the Marine Engineers in an organ- 
ization by themselves rather than to 
have them affiliated with the Longshore- 
men's Assocation and that this was also 
true of the Masters' and Pilots' Union. 
The principal point at issue between 
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them, therefore, was that although there 
was little contention as to the member- 
ship, as far as the Seamen were con- 
cerned, they objected to the new title. 
On the other hand, evidence was laid be- 
fore us that the Marine Engineers were 
taken in, not as individuals or by the 
Longshoremen going* from union to union 
and getting them to secede from their 
International union, but that they voted 
solidly as a union to affiliate with the 
Longshoremen's Association. It was 
shown that the Pilots and Masters did 
the same thing; also that the Steam 
Shovel and Dredgemen voted as a body 
to go into the Longshoremen's Union. It 
was none of the business of this com- 
mittee that they did so. Has It come 
to the time in this great democratic 
country of ours when the consent of the 
governed is not to be respected in the 
labor movement? If the Engineers and 
Dredgers and Steam Shovel men voted to 
ally themselves with the Longshoremen 
under a title covering all of them, who is 
to say they are not to do so? Is this 
Federation of Labor to take the Steam 
Shovel men and Dredgers by the back 
of the neck, as you would handle a bag 
of flour, and say, "You are not in your 
proper place; you belong elsewhere." 
That is not trade unionism. The other 
branches of employment mentioned in 
this report were gone through, one after 
the other and the delegates from the 
Seamen's Union said, "We have nothing 
to do with them." That was the stand 
taken before your committee when it 
came down to a hard and fast proposition 
as to where the men should belong. 
Therefore your committee recommend 
non-concurrence in the resolution. We 
also recommend that a clean-cut state- 
ment be made as to what constitutes 
the different employments. 

The Seamen's Union is to be as much 
a party to this statement as the Long- 
shoremen's Union. The American Fed- 
eration of Labor is to be another party 
to it. I hope the minority report will be 
voted down and that the report of the 
committee will be carried by a nearly 
unanimous vote of this Convention. 

Delegate Macarthur— I shall preface 
my remarks by stating a suppositious 
case. Let us suppose a man is hauled 
Into court and charged with misappro- 
priating a certain piece of property. He 
is undoubtedly guilty, but his counsel 
sets up, as a plea in his defense, the 



argument that, inasmuch as the accused 
is the indubitable possessor of the prop- 
erty, there is nothing left for the court 
to do but award him jurisdiction over 
it; nothing for the court to do but say 
possession is nine points of the law, and 
award him the tenth point also. That 
Is precisely the position we are now 
placed In. 

We charge the International Long- 
shoremen's Association with misappro- 
priating for their own uses as Long- 
shoremen certain maritime crafts. The 
committee admits that technically we 
are correct, and goes on to say that, In- 
asmuch as the Longshoremen have 
thousands of maritime workers in their 
organization, there is nothing left for 
the Convention to do but to award 
them jurisdiction over these men, nothing 
left for it but to place the seal of its 
approval upon the petit larceny com- 
mitted by the Longshoremen. If that 
view shall prevail the American Feder- 
ation of Labor will henceforth be 
estopped from protesting against similar 
aggressions on the part of any organ- 
ization. 

Of course* I am not oblivious of the 
fact that the committee suggests we 
might get together and confer as to how 
much further the Longshoremen will be 
permitted to go without disapproval in 
appropriating the men of our craft to 
their own uses. Under the circum- 
stances, to tell the Seamen to confer 
with the Longshoremen is like telling 
the man who is being throttled and 
robbed to "confer" with his assailant. 

The issue Involved in the resolution 
(No. 112), now before you is a very clear 
and simple one. In brief, the question is 
whether jurisdiction over all Maritime 
Workers, already granted to a maritime 
organization, to- wit: The International 
Seamen's Union of America, shall be 
retained by that body, or whether such 
jurisdiction shall be divided between said 
maritime organization and a body of 
purely land workers, to- wit: The Inter- 
national Longshoremen's Association. 

This question has already been decided 
by the American Federation of Labor 
upon at least three occasions. It was 
decided at first by the granting of char- 
ters to the respective bodies— Seamen and 
Longshoremen— at which time the line 
of demarkation between the respective 
callings was tacitly understood to be the 
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line that separates the vessel from the 
dock— In other words, the line between 
land and water. 

The question of Jurisdiction was settled 
again in 1902, when the New Orleans 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor refused to grant the request of 
the International Longshoremen's Asso- 
ciation for permission to use the name 
"International Longshoremen, Marine 
and Transportworkers' Association. 

The question of jurisdiction was settled 
for the third time in 1903, when the Bos- 
ton Convention formally declared that 
the International Longshoremen's Asso- 
ciation should discontinue using the as- 
sumed name herein cited. 

Practically speaking, therefore, the 
question now before the Convention is 
whether it shall re-affirm these decisions 
and continue to support the Interna- 
tional Seamen's Union in its rightful and 
necessary jurisdiction over all Maritime 
Workers, or abandon the ground hereto- 
fore maintained, withdraw the protection 
thus far granted the Maritime Workers 
and turn them over in whole or in part 
to a body of land workers who do not 
understand the conditions of sea life 
and who in the past have shown no dis- 
position to concern themselves with the 
improvement of these conditions. 

At this point the Seamen desire to make 
formal acknowledgment of the aid ren- 
dered them by the American Federation 
of Labor. That aid has been of inesti- 
mable value to us in the upbuilding of 
our organization. Through the American 
Federation of Labor, in its Conventions 
and with the co-operation of its officials, 
the Seamen have secured legislation that 
has revolutionized the legal status of our 
craft and immensely improved the ma- 
terial conditions of our lives. Without 
detracting in the least from the grati- 
tude owing by the Seamen to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for its as- 
sistance in legislative matters, we would 
suggest that the greatest aid rendered 
us by that body consists in the fact that 
it has at all times encouraged us in the 
aim, and protected us in the practice of 
organizing all classes of Maritime Work- 
ers in a union composed exclusively of 
such workers and dominated In all its 
acts by the sentiment common to the 
seafaring classes, a sentiment which can 
not be Intelligently shared by landsmen, 
notwithstanding the best intentions upon 
the pnrt of the latter. 



In a word, the American Federation of 
Labor has helped the deamen to help 
themselves. For many generations well 
lntentioned men and women throughout 
the United States and other countries 
have sought to secure redress of the 
wrongs under which the Seamen suffered. 
Those efforts have failed in the main. 
Not until the Seamen became organized 
and were thus enabled to help them- 
selves has any measure of protection 
and progress been possible to that craft. 
The essential factor in the success of 
the International Seamen's Union of 
America has been trade-union autonomy, 
the organization of the Seamen, of them- 
selves, by themselves and for themselves. 
We earnestly and respectfully submit to 
this Convention that to infringe upon the 
jurisdiction of the Seamen's Union over 
all classes of Maritime Workers, if only 
to the extent of recognizing the claim 
of the Longshoremen's Association to 
jurisdiction over a single class of such 
workers, no matter how small or where 
located, would be to destroy, or at least 
to seriously endanger, the vital element 
of our success, to-wit, the spirit of our 
common interest as Seamen and the con- 
servation of our common organization as 
such. 

It has been intimated that in opposing 
the title assumed by the Longshoremen's 
Association we are contending for mere 
forms; in other words, we are told that 
there is nothing In the name, "Interna- 
tional Longshoremen, Marine and Trans- 
port Workers' Association." In reply to 
this statement of the case, we would ask, 
"If there be nothing in the new name, 
why have the Longshoremen adopted it. 
and why do they adhere to it* in spite of 
the refusal of the American Federation 
of Labor to sanction It?" It must be 
apparent from the conduct of the Long- 
shoremen themselves that they do not 
regard the new name as a mere formal- 
ity. That, on the contrary, they have 
assumed that name for the purpose of 
extending their jurisdiction from Long- 
shore Workers to Maritime and Trans- 
portation Workers. 

As a matter of fact, the Longshore- 
men's Association has already chartered 
bodies of purely seafaring, or Maritime 
Workers, as, for instance, Marine Fire- 
men, Engineers, Tug-Boatmen and Cooks. 

Further, the Longshoremen on the Pa- 
cific Coast have formally declared their 
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refusal to work on board ship with mem- 
bers of the Sailors' Union of the Pacific. 
These statements are matters of record, 
and they prove, if proof were needed, 
that the name assumed by the Long- 
shoremen is more than a formality, that, 
in fact, it, Implies actual Jurisdiction 
over Maritime Workers and is so under- 
stood and intended by the Longshoremen. 
It would be folly upon our part to ignore 
the situation thus presented, and it would 
be a misfortune should this Convention 
fail to take cognizance of the real, the 
material issue now before it. 

There has been much talk of confer- 
ence between the parties to this con- 
troversy. In that connection, we would 
say that we have exhausted every means 
within our power to reach an under- 
standing in conference. However, we 
submit to the judgment and common 
sense of the Convention that there is 
little hope of results from such negotia- 
tion when it is stipulated as a first con- 
dition that the main point at issue, name- 
ly, the claim Implied in the new name 
assumed by the Longshoremen, shall not 
be touched, that, in effect, that claim 
shall be recognized by the Seamen. Any 
conference that might be held, or ar- 
rangements that might be entered into 
such understanding as to the main issue 
would in the very nature of things prove 
fruitless. 

The Longshoremen claim, and have 
adopted, the title of Marine Workers; 
they claim, and have chartered, certain 
bodies of Marine Workers; they declare 
that they will not surrender jurisdiction 
over these bodies. Under these circum- 
stances any agreement by the Seamen 
with reference to incidental questions 
would be equivalent to an agreement 
upon our part to concede the main issue 
in controversy. 

Regardless of all disclaimers on the 
part of the Longshoremen, their assump- 
tion of the title "Longshore, Marine and 
Transportworkers" is a claim to Juris- 
diction over Seamen, since the terms 
"Marine Workers" and "Seamen" are 
practically synonymous. So regarded, 
the claim of the Longshoremen is a con- 
stant threat to the Seamen's Union, a 
threat that is being put into practice 
almost every day and in almost every 
maritime locality in the country. Any 
agreement that might be entered into 
under that threat would simply be to 



make our last condition worse than our 
first. 

The point in disagreement between the 
Seamen and Longshoremen involves no 
subtle question of jurisdiction, no fine 
lines of demarkation between this or that 
branch of a given trade or calling. The 
line that separates the two trades is as 
clear as the line that separates the land 
from the sea. We claim that every man 
who works on board ship as a member 
of the crew, whether as sailor, fireman, 
cook, steward or waiter,, is a Seaman, 
and should therefore be organized under 
authority of the Seamen's Union. The 
lines of demarkation between the various 
crafts on board ship are merely lines of 
convenience. In law, in sentiment, in 
practice, in the very nature of their be- 
ings, all hands on board ship are Seamen. 
Experience, bitter and long, has shown, 
where common sense has not sufficed, 
that the Seamen must depend upon them- 
selves, through their organizations, for 
the redress of their common wrongs and 
the realization of their hopes. No or- 
ganization composed In large part or 
small of land workers can accomplish 
anything for the Seamen, except in co- 
operation with the Seamen's organiza- 
tions themselves. Not that other or- 
ganizations are not willing to help us, 
but because they do not understand. 

Before closing I would advert briefly to 
one or two statements made by Delegate 
Keefe. The gentleman said they had 
confined themselves entirely to the 
Transportation Workers on the water. 
That, I take it, is a bid for the Trans- 
portation Workers on land to take sides 
with the Longshoremen against the 
Transportation Workers on water. We 
must assume that the gentleman's state- 
ment implies a promise to the Trans- 
portation Workers on land that the 
Longshoremen's organization will make 
no further claims on their organization?. 
The Transportation Workers on land 
should not be deluded with the idea that 
the Longshoremen's organization will not 
make further aggressions, since It is 
not In human nature that the Longshore- 
men will stop short of any steps neces- 
sary to the realization of their iridescent 
dream of a Transportation Federation of 
the World. 

The International Longshoremen's As- 
sociation is, as my friend Furuseth said, 
a federation, not a union. Let me 
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characterize the Longshoremen's Asso- 
ciation as I see it, as a heterogeneous 
hodge-podge of incongruous conglomer- 
ates. Tou laugh at that as a windy and 
vacuous term. I assure you it is no more 
windy and vacuous than the organization 
it is applied to. The Longshoremen's 
Association, as now constituted, is 
neither fish, flesh nor good red herring. 

Delegate Keefe speaks of practicing 
law, and admits it may be a good thing 
for the Seamen's Union to practice law, 
hut that the Longshoremen's organiza- 
tion is "practicing results, and with suc- 
cess." I don't deny that; it is alto- 
gether too successful for my taste. If 
the report of the majority of this com- 
mittee be adopted it will make their 
final success a certainty, or very nearly 
so. 

"We are a peaceful organization," says 
Delegate Keefe, if you please; "we have 
never made a threat." I should like to 
know what they call the proceedings that 
have taken place here along the Pacific 
Coast in recent times. I should like to 
know what they call the practice of going 
to the shipowners with whom the Sea- 
men's Unions have agreements and tell- 
ing them that if they do not do so and so 
their vessels will be held up in the next 
port. They have levied fines on shipown- 
ers who employed none but union men, so 
far as these men could be obtained. I 
would like to know what they call such 
a procedure. I call it blackmail, and the 
courts have so held time after time. 

Delegate Keefe concludes his remarks 
with the declaration: "We have Mari- 
time Workers in our organization, we 
have Transportation Workers in our 
organization, and it would not be right 
for this Convention to do anything that 
would deny the Longshoremen the right 
to hold these men." And he intimates 
that, no matter what the Convention 
may do, they will hold them anyhow. 

Now, I want to refer to a statement 
made by Vice-President Duncan, the 
Chairman of the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. He says the resolution is silent as 
to the root of the dispute, which root, 
In the judgment of the committee, is 
whether or not the Seamen claim the 
right to transfer the Maritime Workers 
now in the Longshoremen's Association 
into our Union. We are not silent upon 
that point; we simply waive it. We claim 
this as our position: If the Maritime and 
Transportation Workers now in the 



Longshoremen's Association have been 
deceived and inveigled and trapped into 
joining that organization simply by the 
colors under which it is sailing, they 
will of their own volition and out of an 
appreciation of their own common in- 
terests voluntarily affiliate themselves 
with that organization which best repre- 
sents their craft. 

Vice-President Duncan has said that 
the Engineers and other crafts have 
voted to join the Longshoremen. So be 
it; we don't deny that. But he asks: 
"What is this Convention going to do? 
Is it going to take the position that it 
will take the Engineers and Firemen 
and force them out of one body into 
another? Is that trade unionism?" No; 
it is not trade unionism, and that Is pre- 
cisely where the International Longshore- 
men's Association is following a policy 
contrary to trade unionism when it 
claims these men. 

Fellow delegate3, the Seamen come be- 
fore you with clean hands, a clear con- 
science and absolute confidence in your 
sense of justice and sympathy for the 
cause of the men who go down to the 
sea in ships. That sympathy has been 
demonstrated in practical ways upon 
many occasions in the past. We here 
and now renew our acknowledgment of 
our debt to our fellow trade unionists 
organized under the glorious banner of 
the American Federation of Labor. We 
have tried to show our appreciation in 
practical ways, and we make bold to 
believe that we have succeeded In doing 
so to some degree. We present our case 
in reason and truth. We ask a favorable 
judgment at your hands. We ask that 
you again declare for the principle of 
union and solidarity among all classes 
of Maritime Workers, so that the light 
of hope, lit here upon the tribunal of 
the American Federation of Labor and 
carried by the organized Seamen into 
the remotest corners of the earth, may 
not be quenched, but that it may glow 
anew to give added inspiration and 
courage to the workers of all crafts in 
all lands. 

We ask you to reject the recommenda- 
tion of non-concurrence made by the 
majority of the Committee on Resolu- 
tions, and to adopt the resolution as in- 
troduced by the International Seamen's 
Union of America, and concurred In by 
the minority report 
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Delegate Frank Foster— I regret that 
my good friend Delegate Macarthur has 
seen fit to interject so much hostility into 
his remarks. It is one of the saddest 
things in the world to have your fond 
illusions so rudely dispelled. Until this 
morning I regarded my associates com- 
posing the Committee on Resolutions as 
a band of honorable men, and felt my- 
self decidedly complimented by being in 
their company. I did not know, as I 
have learned since the delegates from the 
International Seamen's Union took the 
floor, that they were in reality a band 
of pirates, armed to the teeth, sailing 
under the black flag in company with 
that formidable buccaneer of the Great 
Lakes, Commander Keefe. I am not 
quite sure that I know it yet. I am not 
quite sure but there may be some doubt. 
I regret that I am deficient in legal edu- 
cation and qualifications, and I shall not 
attempt to question the validity of the 
illustration cited by Delegate Macarthur 
—the comparison drawn by him between 
an organization of labor and a highway- 
man. 

As one member of the Committee on 
Resolutions I do not understand that an 
organization that has brought thirteen 
thousand men into the fold, that has 
increased tneir wages and reduced their 
hours of labor is a highwayman's or- 
ganization. I may be wrong. I confess 
that when this case was opened my 
sympathies went naturally to the Sea- 
men. Theoretically they occupied an im- 
pregnable position, but theories must 
sometimes bow before the hard weight 
of facts. I would like to ask the dele- 
gates to this Convention if they can un- 
derstand what the Seamen want done 
with those men who are in the organiza- 
tion of the Longshoremen? They are 
Marine Workers, they are Transporta- 
tion Workers— you may call them by 
what name you will. They are organized, 
not as seceders from the Seamen's or any 
other organization, but, as has been told 
you, some of them Joined the Longshore- 
men as organizations; others have been 
brought in from unorganized fields. They 
are there, but the Seamen do not tell 
you what you can do with them. They 
distinctly deny laying claim to the pres- 
ent membership of this organization. 
What then? Shall we call them Long- 
shoremen? What difference does it make 
so far as this present membership is 
concerned? If the Seamen do not want 



them, what difference does it make what 
name you call them by, so far as the 
future line of jurisdiction is concerned? 
The Committee on Resolutions, I think, 
went to the whole limit of time and 
patience and endeavor in order to find 
some ground on which a future agree 
ment might be made. We were in sessioa 
longer over this case than over all tht 
other resolutions that came before the 
committee. On four separate occasions 
we called these representatives together, 
but it is the spirit that says "we will 
not confer" that has prevented a settle- 
ment, and so long as that spirit domin- 
ates the policy of any organization of 
labor so long must we have internicine 
war. 

We asked the name by which these 
men should be called. They said, "Call 
them Longshoremen." But they are not 
Longshoremen in the way that term is 
generally applied, and why should we 
call them that which they are not? It 
is a mere quibble of words. There is but 
one way out. The Seamen themselves 
say we cannot take these people like a 
carload of cattle and cart them from 
one organization to another. They do 
not ask us to do this. They say they 
are willing to let them stay there as 
long as they are satisfied. I don't know 
whether Commander Keef has in his 
equipment a hypnotic instrument by 
which he hypnotizes these people into 
thinking they want to stay with the 
Longshoremen;* but It seems that If 
these men did not want to belong to that 
organization they would not be there. 
Now the committee is up against that 
proposition. These men are here, they 
are organized, and they are not claimed 
by anyone else. We don't believe in ex- 
tending the line of jurisdiction except 
by legitimate methods; but we do pro- 
test against the insinuation that this 
committee had any purpose in view other 
than the bringing together of these or- 
ganizations. We are not acting as 
special pleaders^ for either side. The 
preponderance of evidence was that 
these men were what they were called, 
the name under which the organization 
works. If somebody on this floor, or 
somewhere else, can suggest something 
that will fit the case better than the 
name they now wear, we would be glad 
to have the suggestion. The committee 
has received no such suggestion, and it 
acted solely in accord with the hard, cold 
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facts presented to it. It has not been 
denied that this organization has been 
efficient. It may be that there will be 
no conference; it may be that this eter- 
nal round of wearying struggle, one 
against the other, shall go along all 
down the jurisdiction line. It may be, 
from the bitter experiences of this Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor there may 
come no lesson of wisdom. It may be 
that we cannot demonstrate that we can 
use power wisely and judiciously. That 
has been the failure, I believe, of al- 
most every kind of reform movement, 
the failure of the men in power to use 
their power and influence wisely. Man, 
dressed in a little brief authority, grasps 
that and wants more, and so we exem- 
plify to the world that our labor organ- 
izations are but a part of the other or- 
ganizations outside, subject to the same 
weaknesses and follies. The lesson has 
not been bitter enough; but if we can 
bring into our deliberations and confer- 
ences that spirit of fraternity which we 
profess, but do not always practice, the 
question of jurisdiction and of name will 
be but a trifle and men will unite and 
accomplish the greatest good for all. 

Secretary Morrison — For my own in- 
formation I would like to ask the 
Chairman of the Committee on Resolu- 
tions if the Convention sustains the 
majority report of the committee, non- 
concurring in Resolution No. 112, would 
you consider it Instructions to the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to issue a charter to 
the Longshoremen upon application, 
conceding them jurisdiction over 
marine and transport workers? 

Vice-President Duncan — No one can 
foretell what will happen from one day 
to another. Whether I will be a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council after this 
Convention is over I cannot tell until 
later in the day; but to answer the 
question now would put me in a posi- 
tion of forestalling what my action 
would be on a certain question. If 
this Convention non-concurs in the sub- 
stitute and adopts the report of the 
committee, the subject matter goes to 
the two organizations with the recom- 
mendation that they draw up a paper 
that will be mutually satisfactory, set- 
ting forth the nature of employment 
covered in the disputed words in the 
Longshoremen's title. If that is put 



on deposit at the headquarters of the 
American Federation of Labor I think 
the Executive Council would consider 
favorably issuing such a charter. 

Secretary Morrison — I regret that 
Vice-President Duncan should think I 
desired to place him on record as a 
member of the Executive Council. I 
asked him as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions whether he be- 
lieved it would be instructions to the 
Executive Council. The committee has 
reasons for bringing In this report. 
The Chairman is the only person in 
authority that can furnish either my- 
self as a delegate or the Convention 
with that information. 

Delegate Westoby spoke in favor of 
the adoption of the minority report. 

During the discussion Delegate 
Westoby asked Delegate Keefe If the 
Longshoremen's organization claimed 
the ship carpenters and the reply was 
that they did not claim them. He 
also asked Delegate Keefe if the Long- 
shoremen claimed firemen and seamen. 
Delegate Keefe replied that they had 
all the firemen on the lakes organized, 
and that the membership of firemen 
was 4,200. He stated that the Long- 
shoremen had never claimed seamen. 

President Oompers in the Chair. 

The question was asked if changing 
the name of the Longshoremen's or- 
ganization would give them the privi- 
lege of taking in craftsmen already 
organized in their own craft unions. 

President Oompers — The Chair is not 
justified in defining or Interpreting a 
resolution unadopted by this Conven- 
tion. 

The question was then asked' of the 
Resolution Committee. 

Vice-President Duncan — No, would bo 
the most direct answer I could give. 
The report of the committee provides 
that the points in discussion between 
the Longshoremen and the Seamen be 
taken up when representatives of the 
two organizations meet to draw up a 
rej>ort defining the attitude of the 
organizations. 

Delegate Cohen spoke at some length 
in defense of the minority report. 

On motion of Delegate Warner de- 
bate was closed. 

A delegate asked for a roll call 
on the motion to adopt the minority 
report. A sufficient number of dele- 
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grates supported his request, and Sec- 
retary Morrison proceeded with the 
roll call. 

President Gompers — The result of the 



roll call will be announced after the 
noon recess. The hour for adjourn- 
ment has arrived. The Convention 
stands adjourned until 2 o'clock. 



TENTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order 
at 2 p. m., President Gompers in the 
Chair. 

The reading- of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Absentees: Slocum, McDade, Porter, 
Butterworth, Beadle, Healy, Kentzell, 
Rlckert, Farrell, Mahoney (T. J.), Smith 
(J. W.), McSorley, Sweeney, Ireland, He- 
ron, Murray (D. J.), O'Neil, Metcalf, Fl- 
nan, Thomas (Mason), Mackey, Wood- 
ward, Maloney (P.), Cohen (Wm.), Mul- 
cahy (D. D.), Morgan, Michel, Brennan, 
Porter, Ward (Chris.), Hudson (M. ±.), 
Walker, Hudson (Fred). Moffltt (CM.), 
Ryan (John), Hyde, Patterson, Dunn 
(M. T.), Catania, McCaslin, Bailey, 
O'Leary, Hi n ton, Pillsbury, Keefe (M. 
O.), Damozonio, Timilty, Alves, Schrad- 
er. Schilling, Morey, Meinert, Dowd, 
Padilla. 

The Secretary announced the result 
of the roll call on the motion to adopt 
the minority report on Resolution No. 
110, as follows: 

Ayes — Noschang, Smith (G. K.), To- 
bin. Lovely, Hank, Butterworth, Bu- 
chanan, Hoeneck, Brady, Curren, 
Brockowsky, Duffy (Frank), Grimes, 
Swartz, Tarnell, MacFarlane,* Zaring A 
Guerin, Fyfe, Canavan, Gengenbach, 
Tveitmoe, Gompers, Wood, Gordon, 
Baum, Cook, Donnelly, Sherman, Sulli- 
van (M. J.), Burns, Nelson, Ketter, 
Hammill, Glass, Monaghan. Healy, 
Shamp, Morton, Conroy. Kellington, 
Rlckert, Hagan, Wolff, Jacoby, Morris 
(J. J.), Moffltt, Lawlor, Maher. Lilien, 
Smith (J. W.), Kenehan, Fitzpatrick, 
Sullivan (D. P.), McSorley, DeVilliers, 
Hutchinson, Greenlaw, Sweeney, May, 
Schmidt, Downey, Pattison, Heron, 
Murray (D. J.), Weber, Miller (Owen), 
Carey, Wilson (James), Dold, Helle, 
Hailes, Tanquary, Ramsay, Mahon, Orr, 
Cornelius. Frazier, MacArthur. Furu- 
seth, Penje, Westoby, FItzsimmons, 
Lennon, Lindow, Brown (Ed.), Flood, 
McGraw, Wendelken, Cohen (Wm.), 
O'Shea (C. P.), Morrison, Rosertthal, 
Mulcahy (D. D.), Miller (E. W.), Dav- 
idson, Triplett, Madden, Crozier, Cos- 
grove, Woodman, La very (J. T.), Dris- 
coll, Schardt, Smith (J. T.). Smith (Wm. 
S.), Brown (M.), Petry, Hess, Hudson 
(M. T.), Rentelman, Hepp. Frayne, 
Wood, Leavitt, Stewart, Bell, Forrest, 
Mangan, McCaslin, O'Leary, Dale, 
Schrader, Killian, Meinert— 7,025 votes. 



Nays — Schaerer, Shanessy, Aber- 
nethy, Slocum, McDade, Gilthorpe, Por- 
ter, Lowell, Kemper, Ward (E. F.), 
Prlestersbach, Zepp, O'Brien (J. R.), 
Morris (Max), Devine, Robinson, Fee- 
ney, Beadle, Hayes (D. A.). Beegan, 
Duncan, Lyons, O'Brien (W. J.), Sulli- 
van (T. J.), Sullivan (Jere L.), Whar- 
ton, Reichenbacher, Wiseman. Keefe 
(D. J.), Barter, Joyce, O'Connell, War-r 
ner, Ireland, Hamerstrom, Lynch (E. 
J.), Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Lewis 
(T. L.), Ryan (W. D.), Has kins, Fahy, 
Dempsey, Keough, O'Neil, Metcalf, 
Bahlhorn, Sullivan (Jas. H.), Campbell, 
Finan, Lowe, Mackey, Murphy, Spencer, 
Clark, McKee, Duffy (T. J.), Higgins, 
Mulcahy (T.), Dinan, Sauer, Brown (J. 
G.), Hart, Maloney (P.), Keane, Fischer, 
Mc Andrews, Foster, Berger, Braun- 
schweig, Jaeger, Behrens. Iglesias, 
Goodwin, Hirsch, Grant. Thomas (H. 
D.), Maloney (R. S.), Shaver, Kreyling. 
Dowler, Sawyer, Burke, Jones, Pace Hi, 
Padilla— 7,729 votes. 

President Gompers — The motion is 
lost. The question recurs on the mo- 
tion to concur in the majority report. 

Delegate Macarthur asked for a roll 
call, and as a sufficient number of dele- 
gates supported the demand the Secre- 
tary was instructed to call the roll. 

Delegate Gompers — The hour of two 
o'clock has been set for a special order 
of business. If there are no objec- 
tions the special order will be deferred 
until the matter now before the house 
is disposed of. 

Objection was made to deferring the 
special order, and Delegate Tanquary 
moved that consideration of the special 
order of business be deferred, and that 
a vote be taken on the motion to adopt 
the majority report of the committee. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Abernethy wished to be re- 
corded as voting aga'nst the motion to 
defer. 

The Secretary proceeded with the 
roll call, which resulted as follows: 

Ayes— Abernethy, Slocum, McDade, 
Lowell, Kemper, Ward, Prlestersbach, 
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Zepp, Buchanan, Barnes, O'Brien (J. R.), 
Morris (Max), Devine, Robinson, Sullivan 
(T. J.), Feeney, Beadle, Hayes (D. A.), 
Beegan, Duncan, Lyons. O'Brien (W. J.), 
bulllvan (T. J.), Sullivan (J. R.), Whar- 
ton, Reicnenbacher, Wiseman, Keefe (D. 
J), Barter, Joyce, O'Connell, Warner, 
Ireland, Hamerstrom, Lynch (E. J.), 
Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Ryan (W. D.) f 
Haskins, Fahy, Dempsey. Keough, O'Neil, 
Metcalf, Bahlhorn, Sullivan (J. H.), 
Campbell, Finan, Lowe, Mackey, Mur- 

hy, Spencer, Clark. McKee, Duffy (T. 
„.), Brown (J. G.), Hart, Malonev (P.), 
Keane, Hayes, Foster, Berger, Jaeger, 
Behrens. Iglesias, Lavery (J. T.), Good- 
win, Hirsch, Grant, Thomas (H. D.), 
Sarman, Maloney (R. S.), Porter, Shaver, 
Kreyllng, Dowler, Sawyer, Moffltt (C. 
M.), Burke, Pacelli, Padilla— 6,952 votes. 

Nays— Shaerer, Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Smith (Geo. K.), Shannessy, Gilthorpe, 
Porter, Tobin, Lovely, Walls, Meade, 
Hank, Butterworth, Hoeneck, Curren, 
Brockowsky, Duffy (F.). Grimes, Swartz, 
Yarnell, Macfarlane, Zaring, Guerin, 
Fyfe, Canavan, Gengenbach, Tveitmoe, 
Gompers, Tracy, Wood, Gordon, Baum, 
Cook, Donnelly, Sherman, Burns, Nel- 
son, Ketter, Hammill, Glass, Monaghan, 
Healy, Shamp, Morton, Conroy, Kelling- 
ton, Rickert, Hagan, Wolff, Jacoby, Mor- 
ris (J. J.), Moffltt (J. A.), Lawlor, Maher, 
Lilien, Smith (J. W.), Kenehan, Fitz- 

Satrick, Sullivan (D. P.), Hutchinson, 
reenlaw, Sweeney, May, Schmidt, Down- 
ey, Pattison, Heron, Murray, Lewis, 
Weber, Miller (Owen), Carey, Wilson 
(James) Cain, Dold, Helle, Hailes, Hig- 
gins, Mulcahy (T.), Dinan, Tanquary, 
Ramsey, Mahon, Orr, Cornelius, Frazier, 
Macarthur, Furuseth, Penje, Westoby, 
White (E. A.), Fitzsimmons, Lennon, 
Lindow, Brown (E.), Flood, McGrau, 
Wendelken, Cohen. Shea, Golden, Lynch 
(J. M.), Morrison, Rosenthal, Mulcahy 
(D. D.). Kidd, Braunschweig, Miller (E. 
W.), Davidson, Triplett, Madden, Crozier, 
Cosgrove, White (Wm.), Driscoll, Smith 
(J. T.), Maloney (R. S.), Smith (Wm. S.). 
Brown (M.), Petry. Hess, Lavery (J. A.), 
Hudson (M. T.), Rentelman, Hepp, 
Frayne, Wood, Leavitt. Stewart, Jones, 
Bell, Forrest, Mangan, McCaslin, O'Leary, 
Timilty, Alves, Dale, Schrader, Killian, 
Meinert— 8,484 votes. 

President Gompers — The motion is 
lost, and there is nothing before the 
Convention except the special order of 
business. 

Delegate Martin P. Higgins was 
called to the Chair, and announced that 
the special order of business, the elec- 
tion of officers, would be taken up, and 
that nominations for President were 
in order. 

Delegate Frank Duffy placed In nom- 
ination Samuel Gompers. The nomina- 
tion was seconded by Delegate West- 
oby. 

On motion of Delegate Dold nomina- 
tions were closed and the Secretary 
was instructed to cast one ballot for 



the Convention for Mr. Gompors as 
President for the ensuing year. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
struction, and Mr. Gompers was de- 
clared elected as President for tha en- 
suing year. 

Delegate Victor L. Berger wished to 
be recorded as voting against the 
unanimous election of President Gom- 
pers. 

The Chair announced that nomina- 
tions were in order for First Vice- 
President. 

Delegate W. B. Wilson, of the Mine 
Workers, placed In nomination James 
Duncan, of the Granite Cutters. 

The nomination was seconded by 
Delegate Westoby and Delegate Dale. 

On motion of Delegate Driscoll nom- 
inations were closed and the Secretary 
was instructed to cast the unanimous 
vote of the Convention for James Dun- 
can for First Vice-President 

The Secretary complied with the -in- 
struction, and the* Chairman declared 
Vice-President Duncan elected. 

The Chairman announced that nom- 
inations for Second Vice-President 
were in order, and Delegate O'Brien, of 
the Granite Cutters, placed in nomina- 
tion John Mitchell, of the United Mine 
Workers. 

The nomination was seconded by 
Delegate Mackey. 

On motion of Delegate Warner, nom- 
inations were closed and the Secre- 
tary was instructed to cast the unani- 
mous vote of the Convention for Mr. 
Mitchell. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
struction, and the Chair announced 
that Vice-President Mitchell was 
elected. 

Delegate James Wilson placed in 
nomination for the office of Third Vice- 
President James O'Connell, of the Ma- 
chinists' International Organization. 
The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
gate Metcalf. 

On motion nominations were closed, 
and the Secretary was instructed to 
cast the unanimous vote of the Con- 
vention for Vice-President O'Connell. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
struction and the Chairman announced 
that Vice-President O'Connell was 
elected. 
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Delegate Keough placed In nomina- 
tion for Fourth Vice-President Max 
Morris, of the Retail Clerks' Interna- 
tional organization. The nomination 
was seconded by Delegate Cohen, of the 
International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters. 

On motion of Delegate Kennehan, 
nominations were closed and the Secre- 
tary instructed to cast the unanimous 
vote of the Convention for Vice-Presi- 
dent Morris. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
struction and the Chairman announced 
that Vice-President Morris was elected. 
' Delegate Lee M. Hart placed in nom- 
ination for Fourth Vice-President 
Thomas I. Kidd. The nomination was 
seconded by Delegate Mahon. 

Delegate C. P. Shea placed in nom- 
ination for Fourth Vice-President Jos- 
eph C. Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood 
of Painters, Paperhangers and Decora- 
tors. 

The nomination was seconded by 
Delegate Sullivan. 

The Secretary proceeded .with the 
roll call, which resulted as follows: 

For Kidd— Schaerer, Klapetzky, Nos- 
chang, Smith (Geo. K.), Shanessy, Slo- 
cum, McDade, Gilthorpe, Porter. Tobin, 
Lovely, Walls, Lowell, Meade, Kemper, 
Ward (E. E.), Pries tersbach, Zepp, Hank, 
Butterworth, Curren, Brockowsky, Fyfe, 
Gengenbach, Gompers, Tracy, Wood, 
Barnes, O'Brien (J. R.), Morris (Max), 
Devine, Robinson, Gordon, Baum, Cook, 
Donnelly, Burns, Feeney, Ketter, Ham- 
mill, Glass, Monaghan, Beadle, Healy, 
Conroy, Kellington, Kentzell, Rickert, 
Hagan, Wolff, Jacoby, Hayes, Beegan, 
Morris (J. J.), Duncan, Lyons, O'Brien, 
Moffltt (J. A.), Lawlor, Maher, Lilien, 
Smith (J. W.), Kenehan, Fitzpatrick, 
Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (Jere L.), Whar- 
ton, Reichenbacher, Wiseman, Sullivan 
(D. P.), Keefe, O'Connell, Warner, Ire- 
land, Hamerstrom, May, Schmidt, Lynch 
(E. J.), Downey, Pattison, Heron, Murray 
(D. J.), Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Lewis, 
Ryan (W. D.), Haskins. Fahy, Dempsey, 
Keough, 6'Neil, Metcalf, Weber, Miller 
(Owen), Carey, Mackey, Wilson (James), 
Cain, Helle, Murphy, Duffy (T. J.), Hailes, 
Hlggins, Mulcahey (T.), Dinan, Sauer, 
Tanquary, Ramsay, Mahon, Orr, Corne- 
lius, Frazier, MacArthur, Furuseth, Penje, 
Westoby, Hart, Maloney (P.), Fitzslm- 
mons, Lennon, Keane, Li-idow, Brown 
(Ed.) Flood, McGrau, Wendelken, Cohen, 
Lynch (J. M.), Marrison, Hayes (Max), 
Foster, Berger, Mulcahy (D. D.) f 
Kidd, Braunschweig, Miller (E. W.) t Dav- 
idson, Triplett, Jaeger, Crozier, White 
(Wm.), Goodwin, Thomas (H. D.), Smith 
(J. T.), Smith (W. S.), Petry. Shaver, 
Hepp, Frayne. Kreyling, Wood, Leavitt, 
Sawyer, Moffltt (C. M.), Burke, Stewart, 
Jones. Ben. O'Leary. Bricker. Timiltv. 



Alves, Pacelli, Dale, Schrader, Klllian, 
Morris (E. C), Meinert— 11,879 votes. 

For Bahlhorn— Abernethy, Buchanan, 
Hoeneck, Brady, Duffy (Frank), Grimes, 
Swartz, Yarnell, Macfarlane, Zarlng, 
Guerin, Canavan, Tveitmoe, Sherman, 
Sullivan (M. J.), Nelson, Shamp, De Vil- 
liers, Hutchinson, Greenlaw, Sweeney, 
Barter, Joyce, Bahlhorn, Sullivan( J. H.), 
Campbell, Finan, Lowe, Dold, Spencer, 
Clark, McKee, White (E. A.), O'Shea (C. 
P.), Rosenthal, Cosgrove, Barman, Hess, 
Rentelman, Dowler, McCaslin— 3,669 
votes. 

On motion of Delegate Bahlhorn, the 
election of Vice-President Kidd was 
made unanimous. 

Delegate Tracy placed in nomination 
for Sixth Vice-President Dennis A. 
Hayes, of the Glass Bottle Blowers. 

The nomination was seconded by W. 
D. Ryan. 

On motion of Delegate Driscoll nom- 
inations were closed and the Secretary 
instructed to cast the unanimous votj 
of the Convention for Vice-President 
Hayes. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
struction, and the Chairman announced 
that Vice-President Hayes was elected. 

Delegate John Mitchell placed In nom- 
ination for Seventh Vice-PresiJent 
Daniel J. Keefe, of the Longshoremen's 
International Association. The nom- 
ination was seconded by several dele- 
gates. 

On motion, nominations were closed 
and the Secretary was instructed to cast 
the unanimous vote of the Convention 
for Vice-President Keefe. 

The Secretary compiled with the in- 
struction, and the Chairman announced 
that Vice-President Keefe was elected. 

Delegate Westoby placed in nom- 
ination for Eighth Vice-President O. 
A. Tveitmoe, of the Cement Workers. 
The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
gate May. 

Delegate Guerin placed in nomina- 
tion for Eighth Vice-President James 
Grimes, of the Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners. The nomination 
was seconded by several delegates. 

Delegate Frank Buchanan placed In 
nomination for Eighth Vice-President 
William J. Spencer, oJ the Plumbers', 
Gas Fitters' and Steam Fitters' Inter- 
national organization. 
The nomination was seconded. 

Delegate Lee M. Hart placed in nom- 
ination for Eighth Vice-President H. 
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W. Sherman, of the Electrical Work- 
era' International Brotherhood. 

On motion of Delegate Martin Mo- 
Graw, nominations were closed. 

President Gompers in the Chair. 

The first roll call on the election of 
Eighth Vice President resulted as fol- 
lows: 

For Spencer— Abernethy, Kemper, Ward 
(E. F.), Prlestersbach, Zepp, Buchanan, 
Hoeneck, Brady, Curren, Morris (Max), 
Feeney, Ketter, Hammill, Glass, Mona- 
ghan, Hayes (D. A.), Beegan, Duncan, 
Lyons, O'Brien (W. J.), Lilien, Smith 
(J. W.), Wiseman, Sullivan (D. P.), Keefe 
(D. J.), Barter, Joyce, O'Connell, War- 
ner, Ireland. Lynch (E. J.), 64 votes, 
Sheet Metal Workers' delegation (76 
votes), Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Lewis, 
Ryan (W. D.), Has kins, Fahy, Dempsey, 
Keough. O'Neil, Metcalf, Musicians' dele- 
gation (73 votes), Bahlhorn, Sullivan (J. 
H.), Murphy, Spencer, Clark, Duffy (T. 
J.), Hailes, Higgins, Mahon, Orr, Corne- 
lius, Lennon, Keane, Lindow, Lynch (J. 
M.), Morrison, Hayes (Max), Foster, Ber- 
ger, Goodwin, Hirsch, Grant, Porter, Saw- 
yer, Burke, Mangan— 6,761 votes. 

For Grimes— Schaerer, Duffy (Frank), 
Grimes, Macfarlane, Zaring, Guerin, Fyfe, 
O'Brien (J. R.), Devine, Shamp, Morton, 
Fitzpatrick, Sullivan (T. J.), Campbell, 
Finan, Lowe, Mackey, Brown (J. G.), 
Brown (Ed.), Flood, McGrau. Wendelken, 
Cohen (Wm.), O'Shea (C. P.), Triplett, 
Madden, Cosgrove, Smith (J. T.), Brown 
(Morris), Hess, Shaver. Lavery (J. A.) 
Hepp, Dowler— 3,118 votes. 

For Tveitmoe— McDade, Gilthorpe, Por- 
ter, Tobin, Lovely, Walls, Lowell, 
Meade, Swartz, Tarnell, Canavan, Gen- 
genbach, Tveitmoe, Baum, Morris (J. J.). 
De Villiers, Hutchinson, Greenlaw, 
Sweeney, May, Schmidt Murray (D. J.), 
Frazler, MacArthur, Furuseth, Penje, 
Westoby, White (E. A.), Fitzsimmons, 
Davidson, Rentelman, .beavitt, McCaslin, 
O'Leary, Dale, Killian, Meinert— 2,002 
votes. 

For Sherman— Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Smith (G. K.), Shanessy, Slocum, Hank, 
Butterworth, Brockowsky, Gompers, 
Tracy, Wood, Barnes, Robinson, Gordon, 
Cook, Donnelly, Sherman, Sullivan (M. 
J.), Burns, Nelson, Beadle, Healy, Con- 
roy, Kellington, Kentzell, Rickert, Ha- 
gan, Wolff, Moffitt (J. A. ), Lawlor, 
Maher. Sullivan (Jere L.), Reichenbacher, 
McSorley, Hamerstrom, Lynch (E. J.), 
Sheet Metal Workers' delegation (77 
votes), Musicians' delegation (147 votes), 
Wilson (James), Cain, Dold, Helle, Mul- 
cahey (T.), Dinan, Sauer, Tanquary, Ram- 
say, Hart, Maloney (P.), Golden, Rosen- 
thal, Mulcahy (D. D.), Kidd, Braun- 
schweig, Miller (E. W.), Crozier, White 
(William), Driscoll, Thomas (H. D.) f 
Smith (W. S.), Kreyling, Wood, Stewart, 
Bell, Alves, Pacelli— 3,476 votes. 

President Gompers — No candidate 
having received a majority of all votes 
cast, another roll call will be had. The 
candidate receiving the lowest number 
of votes will drop out. The candidates 



to be voted on are Spencer, Grimes and 
Sherman. 

The second roll call resulted as fol- 
lows: 

For Spencer— Abernethy, Tobin, Lovely, 
Walls, Lowell, Meade, Kemper, Ward (E. 
F.). Prlestersbach, Zepp, Buchanan, Hoe- 
neck, Brady, Curren, Swartz, Yarnell, 
Canavan, Gengenbach, Tveitmoe, Morris 
(Max), Cook, Donnelly, Feeney, Ketter, 
Hammill, Glass, Monaghan, Hayes (D. 
A.), Beegan, Duncan, Lyons, O'Brien (W. ' 
J.), Lilien, Smith (J. W.), Hotel and Res- 
taurant Employes' delegation (98 votes), 
Sullivan (D. P.), McSorley, De Villiers, 
Keefe (D. J.), Barter, Joyce, Machinists' 
delegation (471 votes), Lynch (E. J.) 64 
votes, Sheet Metal Workers' delegation 
(76 votes), Mitchell, Wilsoh (W. B.), 
Lewis, Ryan (W. D.), Haskins, Fahy, 
Dempsey, Keough, O'Neil, Metcalf, Mu- 
sicians' delegation (147 votes), Bahlhorn, 
Sullivan (J. H.), Murphy, Spencer, Clark, 
McKee, Duffy (T. • X), Hailes, Higgins, 
Mulcahey (T.), Dinan, Sauer, Mahon, Orr, 
Cornelius, White (E. A.), Fitzsimmons, 
Lennon, Keane, Lindow, Lynch (J. M.), 
Morrison, Hayes, Foster, Berger, Hirsch, 
Grant, Leavitt, Sawyer, Keefe, Timilty, 
Dale, Killian— 7,984 votes. 

For Grimes— Schaerer, Klapetzky, Nos- 
chang, Smith (Geo. K.), Shanessy, Gil- 
thorpe. Porter, Duffy (Frank), Grimes, 
Macfarlane, Zaring, Guerin, O'Brien (J. 
R.), Devine (J. R.), Shamp, Morton, Kene- 
han, Fitzpatrick, Hotel and Restaurant 
Employes r delegation (198 votes), Hutch- 
inson, Greenlaw, Sweeney, May, Schmidt, 
Campbell, Finan, Lowe, Mackey, Brown 
(J. G.), Westoby, Brown (Ed.), Flood, 
McGrau, Wendelken, Cohen (Wm.), 
O'Shea (C. P.), Triplett, Jaeger, Cosgrove, 
Smith (J. T.), Brown (Morris), Shaver, 
Lavery (J. A.), Hepp, Dowler, Mangan, 
McCaslin— 4,083 votes. 

For Sherman— Slocum, McDade, Hank, 
Butterworth, Brockowsky, Fyfe, Gom- 

Sers, Tracy, Wood, Barnes, Robinson, 
rordon, Sherman, Sullivan (M. J.), Burns, 
Nelson, Healy, Conroy, Kellington, Kent- 
zell, Rickert, Hagan, Wolff, Jacoby, Mor- 
ris (J. J.), Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes' delegation (198 votes). Machinists' 
delegation (166 votes), Lynch (E. J.), 64 
votes. Sheet Metal Workers' delegation 
(77 votes), Musicians' delegation (73 
votes), Wilson (James), Cain, Dold, Helle, 
Tanquary, Ramsay, Frazler, MacArthur, 
Furuseth, Penje, Hart, Maloney (P.), 
Golden, Rosenthal, Mulcahy (D. D.), Kidd, 
Braunschweig, Miller (E. W.), Davidson, 
White (Wm.), Driscoll, Sarman, Smith 
(Wm. S.), Petry, Hudson (M. T.), Rentel- 
man, Kreyling, Stewart, Bell, Alves, Pa- 
celli, Meinert— 3,204 votes. 

Delegate Higgins placed in nomina- 
tion for Secretary Mr. Frank Morrison. 
The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
gate Tveitmoe. 

On motion of Delegate Lynch, nom- 
inations were closed and the First 
Vice-President was instructed to cast 
the unanimous vote of the Convention 
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for Mr. Morrison as Secretary for the 
ensuing year. 

Vice-President Duncan complied with 
the instruction, and the Chairman an- 
nounced the election of Secretary Mor- 
rison. 

Delegate Hirsch placed in nomination 
for Treasurer Mr. John B. Lennon. The 
nomination was seconded by Delegate 
Monaghan. 

On motion, nominations were closed, 
and the Secretary was instructed to 
cast the unanimous vote of the Con- 
vention for Mr. Lennon for Treasurer. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
struction, and the Chairman announced 
the election of Treasurer Lennon. 

Each of the newly elected officers in 
turn was requested to address the Con- 
vention, and each responded in a few 
well-chosen words. 

President Oompers — The Convention 
will now proceed to elect two fraternal 
delegates to the British Trades and 
Labor Council and one fraternal dele- 
gate to the Canadian Trades and Labor 
Council. The Convention will nomin- 
ate and elect one delegate at a time. 

Delegate D. D. Driscoll placed in 
nomination for delegate to the British 
Trades and Labor Congress John A. 
Moffltt, of the United Hatters. The 
nomination was seconded by Delegate 
Wendelken. 

A motion was made and carried that 
the Secretary cast the unanimous vote 
of the Convention for Delegate Mof- 
fitt. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
struction, and the Chairman announced 
the election of Delegate Moffltt. 

Delegate Moffltt thanked the Conven- 
tion for honoring him with the elec- 
tion. 

Delegate Barter nominated Delegate 
Edmond F. Ward of the United Brew- 
ery Workmen for fraternal delegate 
to the British Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil. The nomination was seconded by 
Delegate Louis Kemper. 

Delegate Wendelken placed in nom- 
ination for fraternal delegate to the 
British Trades and Labor Council 
oames Wood of the Cigar Makers* In- 
ternational Union. The nomination 
was seconded by Delegate Grimes. 

On motion nominations were closed. 



The hour for adjournment having ar- 
rived, Vice-President Duncan moved 
that the rules be suspended and that 
the Convention remain in session un- 
til a vote was taken on the nomina- 
tions that had been made for the sec- 
ond fraternal delegate to the British 
Trades and Labor Congress. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

A motion was made and carried that 
when the Convention adjourned it be 
to convene at 8 p. m. 

The Secretary announced the result 
of the roll call on the election of a 
fraternal delegate as follows: 

For Ward— Schaerer, Barbers' delega- 
tion (177 votes), Abemethy, Slocum, Mc- 
Dade, Gilthorpe, Porter, Kemper, Ward, 
Priestersbach, Zepp, Hank, Butterworth, 
Brockowsky, Fyfe, Clerks' delegation 
(250 votes), Baum, Cook, Donnelly, Ham- 
mill, Monaghan, Conroy (22% votes)* 
KentxelL Morris (J. J.), Duncan, O'Brien, 
Lilien, Smith (J. W.), Hotel and Restau- 
rant Employes' delegation (197 votes), 
Sullivan (D. P.), Keefe (D. J.), Barter, 
Joyce, Machinists' delegation (313 votes), 
Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Lewis, Ryan 
(W. D.) Haskins, Fahy, Dempsey, Weber, 
Miller (Owen), Carey, Painters' delegation 
(304 votes), Murphy, Spencer, Clark, Mc- 
Kee, Hlggins, Mulcahy (T.), Dlnan, 
Sauer, Tanquary, Ramsay, Westoby, 
Hart, Maloney (P.), Fitzszimmons, Lin- 
dow, Typographical Union delegation 
(186 votes), Wood Workers' delegation 
(141 votes), Driscoll, Thomas (H. D.), 
Hudson (M. T.), Rentelman, Kreyling, 
Dowler, Timllty, Alves— 6962% votes. 

For Wood— Barbers' delegation (5* 
votes), Tobin, Lovely, Walls, Lowell, 
Meade, Buchanan, Hoeneck, Brady, Cur- 
ren, Duffy (Frank), Grimes, Swartz, Tar- 
nell, Macfarlane, Zaring, Guerin, Cana- 
van, Gengenbach, Tveltmoe, Gompers, 
Tracy, Wood, Barnes, Clerks delegation 
(250 votes), Sherman, Sullivan (M. J.), 
Burns, Nelson, Feeney, Ketter, Glass, 
Healy, Shamp, Morton, Conroy (22^4 
votes), Kellington, Rlckert, Hagan, Wolff, 
Jacoby, Hayes (D. A.), Beegan, Lyons, 
Kenehan. Fitzpatrick, Hotel and Res- 
taurant Employes' delegation (297 votes), 
McSorley, Hutchinson, Greenlaw, Swee- 
ney, Machinists' delegation (314 votes). 
May, Schmidt, Downey. Pattison, Heron, 
Murray, Keough, O'Neil, Metcalf, Paint- 
ers' delegation (303 votes), Mackey, Wil- 
son (James), Cain, Dold, Helle, Mahon, 
Orr, Cornelius, Frazier, Macarthur, Fur- 
useth, Penje, White, Lennon, Keane, 
Brown (E.), Flood, McGraun, wendelken, 
Cohen (Wm.), Shea, Golden, Typographi- 
cal Union delegation (281 votes), wood 
Workers' delegation (142 votes), David- 
son, Trlplett, Jaeger, Cosgrove, White 
(Wm.), Grant, Smith (J. T.), Smith (Wm. 
S.). Brown (M.), Shaver, La very. Hepp, 
Wood, Leavitt, Sawyer, Stewart, Man- 
gan, McCaslin, Pacelli, Dale— 8123% 
votes. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
until 8 o'clock. 
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The Convention was called to order 
at 8 p. m., President Oompers In the 
Chair. 

Absentees— Smith (G. Kj, Aoernethy, 
Gllthorpe, Tobin, Lovely, Walls, Meade, 
Kemper, Hank, Buterworth, Curren, 
Yarnell, Gengenbach, Cook, Nelson, 
Beadle, Sharop, Bechtold, Wolff, Farrell, 
Mahoney, Moffltt ( J. A.),Lawlor, Maher, 
Smith (J. W.), Hutchinson, Greenlaw, 
Ireland, Hamerstrom, Lynch, Heron, 
Ryan, Hasklns, Carey, Thomas, Spencer, 
Duffy, Hailes, Higgins, Mulcahey, Dlnan, 
Woodward, Maloney, Flood, Fischer, Mc- 
Andrews, Morgan, Davidson, Harris (W. 
S.), Madden, Crozier, Iglesias, Woodman, 
Moyer, Goodwin, Schardt, Husted, Sea- 
ward, Sarman, Smith (J. T.), Michel, 
Brennan, Porter, Petry, Harris (R. F.), 
Ward, Hudson (M. T.), Walker, Dunn 
(J. P.), Hudson (Fred), Dowler, Payne, 
O'Shea (Dennis), Morris (W. D.), Burke, 
McSherry, Murray, Hyde, Patterson, 
Dunn (M. T.), Daley, Jones, Catania, 
Forrest, Bailey, Hinton, Bricker, Pills- 
bury, Bell, Keefe (M. O.), Damozonlo, 
Schrader, Morey, Meinert, Dowd, Padilla. 

President Gompers — Nominations are 
in order for fraternal delegate to the 
r^minion Trades and Labor Congress. 

Delegate Patterson nominated James 
A. Lavery. The nomination was sec- 
onded by Delegate Grimes. 

Vice-President Hayes nominated 
Frank Feeney. The nomination was 
♦ seconded by Delegates Tveitmoe and 
Franey. 

The roll call on the election of a fra- 
ternal delegate to the Canadian Trades 
and Labor Assembly resulted as fol- 
lows: 

For Lavery— Slocum, McDade, Duffy 
• (Frank), Grimes, Swartz, Yarnell, Mac- 
farlane, Zaring, Guerin, Robinson, Gor- 
don, Baum, Steam Engineers' delegation 
(132 votes), Morton, Conroy, Kellington, 
Kentzell, Jacoby, Kenehan, Fitzpatrick, 
Hotel and Restaurant Employees' dele- 
gation (247 votes), Sweeney, Downey, 
Pattison, Heron, Mine Workers' delega- 
tion (736 votes), Molders* delegation (100 
votes), Bahlhorn, Sullivan, Campbell, 
FInan, Lowe, Mackey, Cain, Sauer, 
Westoby, Fitzsimmons. Brown (Ed.), 
Flood, McGrau, Wendelken, Cohen (Wm.), 
O'Shea (C. P.), Lynch (J. M.), Morrison, 
Hayes (Max). Foster, Berger, Triplett, 
Cosgrove, White (William), Moyer, 
Hirsch, Shaver, Lavery, Sawyer, Man- 
gan, Killian— 5,686 votes. 



For Feeney— Schaerer, Klapetaky, Nos- 
chang, Smith (Geo. K.), Shanessy, Tobin, 
Lovely, Walls, Lowell, Meade, Kemper, 
Ward (E. F.), Pries tersbach, Zepp, Bu- 
chanan, Hoeneck, Brady, Brockowsky, 
Fyfe, Canavan, Gengenbach, Tveitmoe, 
Gompers, Tracy, Wood, Barnes, Clerks' 
delegation (376 votes), Sherman, Sulli- 
van (M. J.), Burns, Nelson, Feeney, 
Steam Engineers' delegation (44 votes), 
Healy, Rickert, Hagan, Wolff, Hayes (D. 
A.), Beegan, Morris (J. J.), Duncan, 
Lyons, O'Brien (W. J.), Lilien, Smith (J. 
W.), Hotel and Restaurant Employes' 
delegation (247 votes), Sullivan (D. P.), 
McSorley, De Villiers, Keefe (D. J.), Bar- 
ter, Joyce, O'Connell. Ireland, Warner, 
Hamerstrom, Vay, Schmidt, Murray, Mine 
Workers' delegation (1841 votes), Mold- 
ers' delegation (200 votes), Weber, Miller 
(Owen), Carey, Wilson (James), Dold, 
Helle, Murphy, Spencer, Clark, Mc- 
Kee, s Higgins, Mulcahy (Thomas), Di- 
nan, Tanquary, Ramsay, Mahon, Orr, 
Cornelius, Frazier, Macarthur, Furuseth, 
Penje, Brown (J. G.), White (E. A.), 
Hart, Maloney (P.), Lennon, Keane, Lin- 
dow, Rosenthal, Mulcahy (D. D.), Kldd, 
Braunschweig, Miller (E. W.), Thomas 
(H. D.), Smith (W. S.), Hepp, Frayne, 
Kreyling, Dowler, Leavitt, Mofflt (C. 
M.), Stewart, Bell, McCaslln, Alves, 
Dale— 9,029 votes. 

On motion of Delegate Lavery Dele- 
gate Feeney was declared elected 
unanimously. 

Delegate Hess placed Pittsburg in 
nomination as the city for the holding 
of the next Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Delegate D. J. Sullivan seconded the 
nomination. 

Delegate Kreyling placed St. Louis, 
Mo., in nomination. 

Delegate Lennon placed Toronto, 
Canada, in nomination. 

J. R. O'Brien placed Niagara Falls, 
i*. *., In nomination. 

Delegate Wiseman seconded the nom- 
ination of St. Louis. 

Delegate Burns seconded the nom- 
ination of Toronto. 

Delegate D. A. Hayes seconded the 
nomination of Pittsburg. 

Delegate Swartz seconded the nom- 
ination of Pittsburg. 

When the nominations were closed, 
on motion, it was decided that the 
city receiving the highest number of 
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votes upon the first ballot should be 
selected as the city for holding the 
next Convention. 

For Pittsburg — Schaerer, Klapetsky, 
Smith (G. K.), Kemper, Ward, Priest- 
ersbach, Zepp, Buchanan, Hoeneck, 
Brady, Brockowsky, Duffy (Frank), 
Swartz, Yarnell, Zaring, Guerin, Fyfe, 
Gompers, Tracy, Wood, Barnes, Cook, 
Donnelly (P. J.), Feeney, Ketter, Ham- 
mill, Glass, Monaghan, Healy, Shamp, 
Morton, Kentzell, Jacoby, Hayes (D. 
A.), Beegan, Duncan, Lyons, O'Brien 
(W. J.), Lilien, Smith (J. W.), Kenehan, 
Fitzpatrick, Sullivan (D. P.), McSorley, 
De Villiers, Sweeney, O'Connell, Warn- 
er, Ireland, Hamerstrom, Downey, Pat- 
tison, Heron, Murray (D. J.), Mitchell, 
Wilson (W. B.), Lewis, Ryan (W. D,), 
Haskins, Fahy, Dempsey, Bahlhorn, 
Sullivan, Campbell, Finan, Lowe, Wil- 
son (James), Dold, Helle, Murphy (J. 
P.). Spencer, Clark, McKee, Tanquary, 
Ramsay, Mahon, Orr, Cornelius, Fraz- 
ier, Macarthur, Furuseth, Penje, West- 
oby, White, Hart, Maloney, (P.),FItzsim- 
mons, Flood, McGrau, Wendelken, 
Cohen (Wm.), O'Shea (C. P.). Golden, 
Lynch (J. M.), Morrison. Hayes (Max), 
Foster, Berger, Rosenthal, Mulcahy (D. 
D.), Kidd, Braunschweig, Miller (E. 
W.), Cosgrove, Hirsch, Driscoll, Grant, 
Thomas (H. D.), Hess, Rentelman, Lea- 
vitt, Moffltt (C. M.), Stewart. McSher- 
ry, Bell, Mangan, O'Leary, Alves, Pa- 
celli. Dale, KUllan — 9841 votes. 

For St. Louis — Shanessy, Grimes, 
Conroy, Brown (Edward), Jaeger, Mor- 
ris (J. J.), Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan 
(Jere), Wharton, Reichenbacher, Wise- 
man, Weber, Miller (Owen), Carey, 
Kreyllng — 1230 votes. 

For Toronto— Slocum, McDade, Tob- 
in. Lovely, Walls, Lowell, Meade, Can- 
avan, Gengenbach, Tveitmoe, Sherman, 
Sulivan (M. J.), Burns, Nelson, Kel- 
lington, Rickert, Hagen, Wolff, Keefe 
(D. J.). May, Schmidt, Brown (J. G.). 
Lennon, Keane, Lindow, Michel, Smith 
(W. 8.). Hepp, Wood, Sawyer, McCas- 
lln — 2052 votes. 

For Niagara Falls — Noschang, Mnc- 
farlane, O'Brien (J. R.). Morris (Max), 
Devine, Robinson, Barter, Joyce, 
Keough, ONeil, Metcalf— 1414 votes. 

For Porto Rico— Timllty— 1 vote. 

For New York — Brown (Morris) — 1 
vote. 

The Committee on Resolutions contin- 
ued its report, as follows: 

Resolution No. 108.— By Delegate D. D. 
Driscoll of the Central Labor Union of 
Boston: 

WHEREAS, A difference exists between 
the Steam Fitters and Plumbers in many 
cities which is detrimental to organized 
labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates repre- 
senting both crafts select one man each, 
and said two men select the third man, 
and each side submit their whole matter 
to said committee, whose decision shall 
be final. 

The committee finds that this reso- 
lution Is at variance with consti- 



tutional law (Art. Ill, Section 2) and 
the action of the Louisville Convention 
(fourth full paragraph of proceedings, 
page 186), and therefore not properly 
before either this committee or the 
Convention. 

Moved and seconded that the report 
of the committee be concurred in. 

Delegate Driscoll spoke in support 
of the resolution. 

Delegate Duncan raised the point of 
order that the Question was not prop- 
erly before this Convention and could 
not be discussed. 

The Chair declared the point of or- 
der well taken. 

Report of committee concurred in. 

Delegate Duncan read the following 
from the Constitution of the A. F. of 
L., and the report of the Grievance 
Committee adopted at the Louisville 
Convention in support of his point of 
order: 

ARTICLE HL 

Section 11.— No grievance shall be con- 
sidered by any Convention that has 
been decided by a previous Convention, 
except upon the recommendation of 
the Executive Council, nor shall any 
grievance be considered where the par- 
ties thereto have not previously held a 
conference and attempted to adjust the 
same themselves. 

LOUISVILLE PROCEEDINGS. 

Second.— When a dispute has once been 
decided upon by this Convention, neither 
party shall have the right to introduce 
it again for the period of three years 
unless it can convince the Executive 
Council, previous to the meeting of the 

nnual Convention, that it has new evi-' 
dence of an essen H il character at its dis- 
posal, or that conditions have so changed 
that the interest of the general move- 
ment would be best served by the re- 
opening of the case. If there be suffi- 
cient merit in these representations, in 
the judgment of the Executive Council 
they shall recommend Its further con- 
sideration to the Convention, or give it 
consideration themselves, if agreeable to 
the parties interested. 

Third.— That the American Federation 
of Labor shall hereafter refuse to decide 
questions of jurisdiction involving Na- 
tional or International affiliated bodies 
unless by consent of the opposing Inter- 
ests, and with the understanding that 
each is willing to accept the decision of 
the American Federation of Labor as a 
final settlement of the dispute. 

Resolution No. 156.— By J. B. Dale of 
the Ship Keepers' Union No. 8970, Val- 
lejo, Cal.: 

WHEREAS. The Ship Keepers on the 
Mare Island Navy Yard were, prior to 
August 20, 1900, compelled by the rul- 
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Ing of those in authority, to work an 
average of twelve hours for a day's 
pay (in violation of the eight-hour law) 
after said 20th day of August, 1900, by 
a decision of the Secretary of the Navy, 
the hours of said Ship Keepers were 
reduced to eight for a day's pay, thereby 
confessing that when compelled to 
work twelve hours we worked an ex- 
cess of four hours of overtime for each 
calendar day, and that 

WHEREAS, That said Ship Keepers 
have made demand upon the proper au- 
thority to pay for overtime for this ex- 
cess of four hours for each calendar 
day so worked, yet the Auditor for the 
Navy Department has persistently re- 
fused to audit our claim for said over- 
time, though the fact has been called 
to his attention that the claims of Ship 
Keepers at other navy yards have been 
paid for this overtime in former years; 
and 

WHEREAS, Congressman Metcalf, on 
the 18th day of March, 1904, introduced 
a bh. in the House of Representatives, 
Bill No. 14171, referring to the Court of 
Claims the claim of the Ship Keepers 
at Mare Island, California, to the Com- 
mittee of Claims; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at its Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention now in sesion at 
Lyric Hall, San Francisco, Cal., have 
thoroughly investigated this claim of 
the Ship Keepers' Union No. 8970, A. F. 
of L., and being fully convinced of the 
justness of the same, do hereby endorse 
the same, and earnestly urge the Law 
and Legislative Committee of the A. 
P. of L to use all means within their 
power to aid the attorneys for the Ship 
Keepers, Messrs. Herbert and Micon, at 
Washington, D. C, in the effort the 
said firm is making to have an suit- 
able, adjustment of the Claim of the 
Ship Keepers. 

Committee recommends reference to 
the Executive Council to have the pur- 
pose of the resolution carried into ef- 
fect. 

Moved and seconded that the report 
of the committee be concurred in. 
Agreed to. 

Resolution No. 157.-By Delegates 
James F. Grimes of the United Brother- 
hood oi Carpenters and Joiners: 

WHEREAS, In the proper embellish- 
ment of our towns and cities, by parks, 
monuments, ornamental buildings, boule- 
vards and driveways, there is too fre- 
quently an utter neglect in the removal 
of unsanitary and unhealthful conditions 
in the less favored localities, and 

WHEREAS, In our opinion one of the 
first duties of town and city govern- 
ments is to make wholesome, by good 
drainage, paving, water supply, and cor- 
rect tenement house construction, those 
portions of cities and towns, that are now 
neglected in these respects, thus imperil- 
ling the health and happiness of the work- 
ing people; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, In the interest of the poor 
and well-to-do also, town and municipal 
councils should give greater legislative 



attention with adequate appropriations, 
for the removal of these evil conditions 
in the less favored localities, and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the labor unions by 
supporting candidates pledged in advance, 
to the support of a necessary and wise 
ordinance, according with the foregoing 

Srinciples, will materially advance the 
ealth conditions and material prosperity 
of the country, and those of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in this Conven- 
tion assembled, recommends these prin- 
ciples to its affiliated National, State, 
District and Local bodies. 

Committee recommends adoption. 
The recommendation of the commit- 
tee concurred in. 

On the telegram to President Gom- 
pers from John W. Foster, as follows: 

WASHINGTON, D. C, Nov. 19, 1904. 
Samuel Gompers, care American Fed- 
eration of Labor, San Francisco, 
Cal.: 
Arbitration treaties with France, 
Germany, England, Mexico and other 
powers will be sent to Senate in De- 
cember. Can you not get them en- 
dorsed by Federation. 

(Signed.) JOHN W. FOSTER. 

The committee recommends re-en- 
dorsement of the principle of arbitra- 
tion between nations, and refer the 
special treaties mentioned to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for consideration and 
support if found satisfactory. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
expresses its sincere appreciation of 
the generous hospitality and universal 
cordiality with which the delegates 
have been greeted by the citizens of 
California. Our thanks are especially 
due to the union men and women of 
San Francisco, to the Mayor of tha city, 
and to the press, local and national, for 
the many courtesies extended us. We 
assure the members of the local com- 
mittee of arrangements that we shall 
carry back from the Golden Gate abun- 
dant and pleasant memories, largely 
contributed to by their efforts, and that 
joined to our recollections of your land 
of fruits and flowers, of your salubri- 
ous climate and beautiful scenery, will 
be the grateful memory of the many 
kindnesses shown us by yourselves and 
your colleagues. 

JAMES DUNCAN, Chairman, 

W. D. RYAN, 

J. C. BALHORN, 

RICHARD D. METCALF. 

ARCHIE GRANT, 

DENNIS MULCAHY, 

SANTIAGO IGLESIAS, 

JOHN SLOCUM, 

WM. COHEN, 

FRANK B. MONAGHAN, 

FRANK K. FOSTER, Secretary. 
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Moved that the report of the com- 
mittee as acted upon be adopted as a 
whole and the committee discharged. 
Agreed to. 

Delegate Man gran read the following' 
communication, which on motion was 
ordered printed in the Proceedings: 

CHICAGO, III., .March 1, 1904. 
Mr. E. N. Nockels, Secretary Chicago 
Federation of Labor, 165 Wash- 
ington street, Chicago, 111.: 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

Your favor of the 27th has been 
laid before the Executive Board of the 
United Association now in session in 
this city, and on motion the acting Sec- 
retary was instructed to write you in 
reply, stating that our organization 
stands ready to meet a committee from 
the National Association at any time 
or place such a meeting can be ar- 
ranged. 

We feel, however, that since your 
Chicago Federation has initiated this 
matter, that you should call the meet- 
ing, and we would be especially pleased 
if you could so arrange a meeting as 
to occur before the adjournment of our 
executive session and the departure 
of the Board from Chicago. 
Fraternally yours, 
(Signed.) WM. J. SPENCER. 

Delegate Mangan also desired that it 
be recorded that his organization 
stands ready to comply with above re- 
quest. 

Delegate Devlne for the Committee 
on Resolutions submitted the follow- 
ing: 

Resolution No. 161.— By Delegate I. 
Jacoby of the International Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, Continuous attacks of or- 
ganized employers have greatly embar- 
rassed the International Ladies' Garment 
Workers' Union, and have weakened a 
number of its locals, especially so the 
locals situated in Chicago, 111., and Cleve- 
land, Ohio, during the past year; and 

WHEREAS, It is imperative for the 
future welfare of the International Ladies' 
Garment Workers' Union that its locals 
in Chicago, 111., and Cleveland, Ohio, be 
placed on a better footing and recive the 
full support of organized labor to that 
end, and 

WHEREAS, For the reasons aforemen- 
tioned the International Ladies' Garment 
Workers' Union is unable to render its 
locals in Chicago, HI., and Cleveland, 
Ohio, the necessary assistance required 
in reorganizing and strengthening the 
same; therefore be it 



RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled in Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention in San Francisco, 
CaL, that the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to render the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers' Union such 
assistance as may be necessary and as 
may be agreed upon between the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor and the general officers of the 
International Ladies' Garment Workers' 
Union to carry out the objects herein set 
forth. 

The committee recommends that this 
matter be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

On motion it was decided that the 
report of the committee, as acted upon, 
be adopted as a whole and the com- 
mittee discharged. 

Delegate Spencer for the Committee 
on Building Trades submitted the fol- 
lowing report: 

To the American Federation of Labor 
in Convention Assembled: 

Your Committee on Building Trades 
to whom was referred that part of 
the Executive Council's Report deal- 
ing with the Structural Building 
Trades Alliance, which reads as fol- 
lows: 

STRUCTURAL BUILDING TRADES 
ALLIANCE. 

An alliance of the above title was 
instituted during the past year. We 
have made Inquiries regarding its aims 
and purposes and have had It explained 
to us by its Secretary, Vice-President 
Spencer. We are informed by him that 
it is not intended to be in rivalry or 
antagonism to the American Federation 
of Labor, nor to the Building Trades 
Sections, whicn we have recommended 
to, and which have been instituted by, 
many central bodies. 

We are not in a position at this time 
to express definite judgment as to the 
result of the work of this alliance. Of 
course, we favor and encourage the 
closest possible co-operation between 
kindred trades in all industries, experi- 
ence having demonstrated the good re- 
sults accomplished thereby. It was for 
that purpose that the New Orleans 
C nvention provided for the election 
of a committee on Building trades; 
such a committee was appointed and 
reported to the Boston Convention. 

If an alliance of the character re- 
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ferred to was advisable, we are of the 
opinion that it should have been re- 
ported to that Convention. We are 
confident that the delegates to the 
Boston Convention would have given 
their assurance of sympathetic approv- 
al and co-operation to any proposition 
calculated to advance the interests of 
u.e building trades. 

We can only express the hope that 
the Structural Building Trades Alli- 
ance, as formed, will so conform its 
work as to co-operate with, rather than 
diviate from, the make-up and the 
purposes of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Tne committee begs leave to report as 
follows: 

That the entire matter has been care- 
fully considered by us. The objects, 
aims, desires, principles, preamble and 
methods of the Aliance have also been 
minutely investigated. 

Despite the sounding note of alarm 
in the Executive Council's Report, we 
find that the Structural Building 
Trades Alliance is a friendly body, will- 
ing to encourage and maintain frater- 
nal relations with all existing recog- 
nized Central Bodies, particularly de- 
sirous of co-operating wKh them, and 
more than pronounced in its preamble 
as to the absolute necessity of the 
centralization of all organized wage- 
workers. 

There is nothing that we can And 
in its make-up that is antagonistic to 
the American Federation of Labor. On 
the contrary, we are informed that its 
Board of Governors are willing and de- 
sirous of meeting with the officers and 
Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor for the purpose of 
creating a better understanding and a 
closer affiliation. 

Some of the objects of the Structural 
Building Trades Alliance are: 

To avoid strikes., 

To prevent internal strife and fric- 
tion in the Building Trades. 

To keep agreements inviolate. 

To substitute arbitration in the set- 
tlement of trade disputes. 

To oppose the formation of dual and 
rival bodies In the Building Trades. 

To assist only such Unions as are af- 
filiated with their respective National 
or International Unions. 

To give international sympathetic 
support to all trades affiliated, where 



Jhe Local Boards fail in their efforts to 
adjust difficulties. 

These objects we commend, and hope 
that at no distant date the Structural 
Building Trades Aliance may become 
p~rt and parcel of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and we further rec- 
ommend that the President of the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
Executive Council use their best ef- 
lorts and energies to accomplish that 
end. 

During the past year efforts have 
been made in many localities to secure 
a closer federation of the Building 
Trades in order to obtain better con- 
ditions for the men employed in the 
building industry and to further se- 
cure the unqualified establishment of 
the eight hour work day. 

It is to be regretted that we have 
not secured the co-operation of two of 
the most important International 
Unions of Building Mechanics, viz., the 
Brick Layers' and Masons' Interna- 
tional Union and the Operative Plas- 
terers, who for some reason best known 
to themselves continue to remain uni- 
dentified with the centralized forces of 
the American Labor movement It is 
to be hoped, however, that through the 
friendly offices of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. F. of L., coupled with the 
friendly influences of Associated Build- 
ing Trades, that these two organiza- 
tions will join hands with their fellow- 
workmen on the Building and thus 
complete the establishment of the 
American Federation of Labor in the 
Building Industry throughout the 
country. 

Your committee is of the opinion that 
an earnest effort should be made by all 
affiliated organizations and subordi- 
nate Central Bodies to abolish the con- 
tract system on all public Building 
work, be it Municipal, County, State or 
National. 

The evils of the contract system have 
been so often demonstrated and are so 
manifest, there is no occasion at this 
time to warrant comment at any great 
length. Aside from declaring that in 
the minds of your committee the day 
work system, under proper supervision 
and management will not only greatly 
reduce the cost of public work, but will 
at the same time guarantee to the 
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public a higher and better grade of 
workmanship. 

We also desire to call the attention 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
the lack of suitable mechanics' lien 
laws or the non-enforcement of them 
where they have been enacted. The 
Building Trades especially suffer for 
want of suitable lien laws in various 
States, and we feel It incumbent to 
draw your attention to the necessity 
of Instructing affiliated and subordi- 
nate bodies to urge the enactment of 
such laws as will give the mechanic 
and laborer the prior claim on liens. 
We feel called upon to emphasize the 
urgency of bending every effort in this 
direction, and appeal for united co- 
operation to protect the workingmen 
from designing contractors and em- 
ployers. 

We are called upon at this time to 
reiterate our belief in the necessity to 
secure the enactment of municipal and 
State ordinances for the proper protec- 
tion of life and limb of the men en- 
gaged In building construction and re- 
pair work. Too often are the lives of 
our workmen sacrificed by the erection 
of cheap and improper scaffolding, 
without regard to the injuries often 
sustained* 

This is a matter of more than passing 
moment, and your committee is of the 
opinion that all Central Bodies should 
Insist upon the enactment of such pre- 
cautionary measures as will safeguard 
the lives of our members. 

And in this connection we are called 
upon to remind you that the Legislative 
Committees of the Central Bodies 
should stand instructed to secure the 
passage of a sound and practical Em- 
ployers' Liability Act that will make 
the employer liable for Injuries sus- 
tained through his carelessness or in- 



difference to the reckless exposure of 

his workmen. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. J. spencer. Chairman, 

HERMAN LILIEN, 
O. A. TVEITMOE, 
FRANK FEENEY, 
E. V. HOENECK. 
THOMAS J. LYONS, 
GEORGE C. CAMPBELL, 
W. H. SHERMAN 
JOSEPH HAMMILL, 
EDWARD A. WHITE, 
THEODORE PAINE, 
W. W. WOODWARD, 
WILLIAM FYFE, 
HENRY KETTER A 
FRANK DUFFY, Secretary. 
On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Delegate O'Brien for the Committee 
on Labels submitted the following re- 
port: 

Resolution No. 1. — By Delegate Owen 
Miller of the American Federation of 
Musicians: 

RESOLVED, That in addition to the 
regular committee already provided for 
the President shall appoint a special 
committee of eleven, to be known as the 
"Universal Label Committee," to whom 
shall be referred all resolutions relating 
to the adoption of a universal label. The 
members of this committee shall com- 
prise delegates representing trades di- 
rectly interested in the use of a label; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this committee 
shall report before, the adjournment 
of the Convention, ways and means for 
the adoption of such a universal label. 

Committee reports unfavorably. 

Report of committee concurred In. 

The Chair then announced that the 
business of the Convention was con- 
cluded, and on motion the Convention 
was adjourned sine die. 

FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary A. F. of I* 

WILL J. FRENCH, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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James P. Maher, 11 Waverly Place, New York 

City. 
Frank P. Shalvoy, 11 Waverly Place, New 

York City. 
Herman Li lien, 6688 Evans ave., Chicago, HI. 
H. A. Stem burgh. Rooms 81-82 Weitung 

Block, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Roady Kenehan, 1548 Wasee St., Denver, Colo. 
John Fitspatxlck, 8421 Parneil ave., Chicago, 
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Hotel and Restaurant Employes 

Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers 

Jewelry Workers, International ...... 

Lathers, Wood, Wire, and Metal 

Lanndry Workers, Shirt, Waist and 
L. U 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods 

Leather Workers, Amalgamated.. 



Longshoremen's International Union. 



Machine Printers and Color Mixers.. 



Machinists, International Association 
of 



Maintenance of Way Employes... 
Marble Workers 



Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.. 

Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, and 
Brass Workers 



Metal Workers, Sheet 

Mine Managers and Assistants... 



Mine Workers, United... 



Moldero' Union, Iron.. 



81 
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T. J. Sullivan, 82 Franklin are., Hartford, 
Conn. 

Jere L. Sullivan, Commercial Tribune Bldg., 
Cincinnati, O. 

W. H. Foster, 217 No. Water St., Decatur, 111. 

Thos. S. Farrell, 242 Champlaln st. v Cleve- 
land, O. 

John Pierce. Pittsburg, Pa. 

George Brady, Box 447, Providence, R. I. 

Wm. McSorley, 618 Superior Bldg., Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wm. C. Davlo, 88 Prospect St., Cleveland, O. 

Mrs. Mae Keough, 19 Oregon ave., Chicago, 

E. J. Baker, 28 Fountain ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

John Roach, Box 414, Newark, N. J. 

Daniel J. Keefe, Elks' Temple Bldg., Detroit, 

Mich. 
Henry C. Barter, Elks' Temple Bldg., Detroit, 

Mich. 
Thos. Harrison, 2119 Annunciation St., New 

Orleans, La. ; 
Cornelius Wlld.71 Main St., Buffalo, N. Y. 
James Walsh, 820 Second av3. east, Duluth, 

Minn. 
Wm. N. Drlnkwater, care Hotel Brighton 

New Brighton. Pa. 
James O'Connell, 405 McGlll Bldg., Wash 

ington, D. C. 
J. J. Creamer, 619 China St., Richmond, Va. 
Geo. H. Warner, Room 208, 128 Liberty st. 

New York City. 
Arthur E. Ireland, 1828 University ave., St. 

PauL Minn. 
John T. Wilson, Benoist Bldg., St. Louis, Mo* 
C. Boyle, Benoist Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 
J. S. Carder, 88 Cleveland ave., Rutland, Vt. 
M. Donnelly, 886 W. Fifty-fourth Place, Chi- 
cago, 111. 
H. L. Eichelberger, 26 Third ave., New York 

City. 

A. B. Grout, Germania Bank Bldg., New 
York City. 

P. J. Downey,' 825 Nelson Bldg., Kansas 
Cltv, Mo. 

Hugh Frayne, Box 447, Scran ton, Pa. 

Jos. F. Connolly, 1681 Seventieth St., Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 

David Ross, care Wm. Scalfe, 1600 E. Cook 
St., Springfield, 111. 

John Mitchell, 1101 State Life Bldg., Indian- 
apolis. Ind. 

W. B. Wilson, 1101 State Life Bldg., Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

T. L. Lewis, 1101 State Life Bldg., Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. 

W. D. Ryan, Marine Bank Bldg., Springfield, 

John Fahy, Exchange Hotel, Shamokln, Pa, 

John T. Dempsey,407Pauli Bldg., Scranton, 
Pa. 

Patrick Dolan, 426 Diamond St., Pittsburg, 
Pa. 

Jos. F. Valentine, Box 609, Cincinnati. Ohio. 

M. J. Keough, 88 James st., Green Island, N.Y, 

John P. Frey, Box 699, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Alex. R. Mitchell, 49 Hallo well St., West- 
mount, Montreal, Quebec. 
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Musicians, American Federation ot.... 



Painters and Decorators 



Paper Makers 

Pattern Makers' League 

Pavers and Hammermen 

Photo-Engravers' Union 

Piano and Organ Workers ■ 

Plate Printers 1 Union 

Plumbers, Gas, aud Steam Fitter*. 

Potters, Operative 

Print Cutters' Association..™....... 



Printing Pressmen ~.......~~......~..~~ 

Quarryworkers _«....._........ 

Railroad Telegraphers, _«....._......_ 

Railway Em ployes,Street and Electric 
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Seamen's Union, International.. 



Shipwrights. Joiners and Caulkers... 
Slate and Tile Roofers' Union 



Stage Employee, Theatrical 

Bterotypers and Electrotypers' Union. 



Tailors, Journeymen.... 



Teamsters, International Brother- 
hood oC „« 
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Joseph N. Weber, 1844 Broadway, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

Owen Miller, 8586 Pine st*. 8t. Louis, Mo. 
gEugene A. Johnson, 177 K. One hundred and 
second street, New York City. 

David A. Carey, 96 Markham st.,Toronto,Can. 

J. C. Bablhorn, Drawer 199. Lafayette, Iud. 

Archy Grant, 878 Elk st» Buflato. N. Y. 

Jacob Taselaar, Room 45. 8 E. Seventeenth 
St., New York City. 

Harry F. Sheehan, 927 Mission st^ San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Frank Curran, care Drawer 199.LafkyeUe,Ind. 

John M. Htougbton, Ft. Edward, N. Y. 

James Wilson, 25 Third ave.. New York City. 

Harry McClonkey ,580 Gates sk, Brooklyn, IS . Y. 

James G. Cain, 1 Bookman st^New York City. 

Cbas. Dold, 849 N. Irving ave., Chicago, 111. 

EM ward L. Jordan, Ballston, Va. 

Wm. J. Spencer, The Dayton Arcade, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

E. w. Leonard, 720 Eastern ave., Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. 

John R. Alpine, 111 H St., So. Boston, Mass. 

Thomas J. Duffy. Box 60. E. Liverpool, Ohio. 

Harry Hallos, 816 N. Market St., Kokomo, 
Ind. 

Erne t J. Dlx, 1934 Moore St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Martin P. Htggins, 86 Washington St., 
Chiiriestown, Mass. 

John A. Powell, 662 Lowell st, Pittsburg, Pa. 

William Steshle, 0711 Kelly St., Pittsburg, Pa. 

Thomas A. Means, Box 879, Pittsburg, Pa. 

P. F. McCarthy, Scampinl Bldg., Barre, Vt. 

L. W. Quick, Star Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 

D.G. Ramsay, 1006 Unity Bldg.. Chicago, 111. 

L. K. Marr,.1702 No. Fifty-second ^Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

W. D. Mahon, 46 Hodges Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 

David J. Reid, 86 Cornelia Court, Chicago. 111. 

Wm. B. Fitzgerald, 856 Fourth St., Troy, N.Y. 

William Penje, 12$N. Desplalnesst., Chicago, 

Andrew Furuseth, oor. East and Mission st*., 

San Francisco, Cal. 
Walter MaC Arthur, cor. East and Mission 

sts., 8an Francisco, Cal. 
C. J. Harrington, 46 Steoart sU, San Fran- 

cIbco. Cal. 
Hugh Kirk, 285 Fulton st., Elizabeth, N. J. 
Louis Merriman, oars P. M. Mulverhill, 104 

Grant st., Pittsburg, Pa. 
Lee M. Hart, 858-866 ». State St., Chicago, III. 
Philip Kelly, 1612 Broadway, New York City. 
James J. Freel, 1880 Eighty-flfth St., Brook 

lyn.N.Y. 
John B. Lennon, Box 507, Bloomlngton, 111. 
Edward McKeever, Chicago, 111. 
Martin J. Noonan, H^ChWtthsC, Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Gust. Soderberg, 104 E. Randolph St., Chi- 
cago. 111. 

Cornelius P. Shea, 147 Market st., Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 
SB. J. Thompson, 109 W. Twelfth St., Ft. Worth, 

Texas. 
Emmet T. Flood, 802 W. Congress st, Chicago, 

III. 
Michael O'Donnell, care of Team Drivers; 

Union, 165 Causway St., Boston, Mass. 
Harry J. Wendelken, 919 Thompson St., Phila 

delphla, Pa. 
John Doody, care of Truck Drivers' Union 

274 E. Madtson St.. Chicago, III. 
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Textile Workers, United.............. .... 

Tile Layers and Helpers, Ceramic, Mo- 
saic, and Encaustic „. .._ 

Tin Plate Workers.... ~~ .. 

Tobaooo Workers... 



Typographical Union, International... 



Upholsterers' International Union 



Wood Workers, Amalgamated... 



Alabama Federation of Labor 

Arnantws Federation of Labor 

California Federation of Labor. 

Connecticut Federation of Labor.... 
Florida state Federation of Labor.. 

Georgia Federation of Labor...... I 1 

Illinois Federation of Labor. M | 1 

Indian and Oklahoma Territories Fed- 
eration of Labor 1 

Iowa Federation of Labor. 1 

Kentucky Federation of Labor 1 

Maine State Federation of Labor 1 

Massachusetts State Federation of 
Labor 

Michigan Federation of Labor , 

Missouri State Federation of Labor. 
New Jersey State Federation of Labor.. 
New Y«uk HtMte Federation of Labor... 
North Carolina Federation of Labor... 
Ohio Federation of Labor 

Pennsylvania State Federation of 

Labor « , ... -. ..... 

Texas federation of Labor 

Virginia Slate Federation of Labors- 
West Virginia Federation of Labor — 

Akron (Ohio) Central Labor Union 

Allen town (Pa.) Central Trades and 
Labor Council.. — ..«. ~ — . — . 



Atlanta (Ga.) Federation of Trades. — 
Augasta, Hallowetl, and Gardner 

(Me.) Central Labor Union 

Belleville <IU.) Trades and Labor 

Assembly 



sv) Central Labor UnSaa... 
(Conn.) Central Labor 



Boston (Mf 
Bridgeport 

Union - ,„ ~. r 

Birmingham (Ala.) Trades Council 



f 60 
1 53 



John Golden, 2U Corel st^ Fall Elver, Mass; 
Michael White, 80 Fourth St., Dover, N. U. 

Thos. J. Williams, 68* Graham St.. Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

Po " 



Powell, ReUly Block, Wheeling, W. Va. 
V, &02 Fisher ave., Louisville, 



Geo. 

John J. Tierney, 

Anthony MoAndrews, 410 Pioneer st., Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio. 

James M. Lynch, Newton daypool Bldg., 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Frank Morrison, 428 G St., N. W., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

M. S. Hayes, 188 Cham plain St., Cleveland, 
Ohio. *— » *- » 

Frank K. Foster, 116 Eliot st.. Boston, Mass. 
Victor L. Berger, 614 State st, Milwaukee, 

Wis. 
Anton J. Kngel, 88 Greenwood Terraoe 

Chicago, 111. 
Thos. I. Kldd, 2170 Gladys ave , Chicago. Ill, 

D. D. Mnloahy, 101 Magnolia st , Detroit, 
Mich. 

Richard Braunschweig, 1619 Milwaukee ave., 

Chicago. I1L 
Edward W. Miller, 561 W. Chicago ave., 

Chicago, 111. 
Ed. Flynn, Pratt Citor, Ala. 
8. F. Brackney, Ft. Smith, Ark. 
H. M. Alexander, care of "Town Talk," 

Second st , San Francisco, Cal. 
Stephen Charters, Anaemia, Conn. 
J. A. Roberts, Box 46, Tbor Uty Station, 

Tampa, Fla. 
Wm. 8. Wler, IjH N.Forsyth st, Atlanta.Oa. 
A. J. Dean, 101 £. Randolph St., Chicago, II L 

Peter Hanraty, Box 186, So. MoAlester, I. T. 
George F. Tucker, Lyons P. O., Clinton. la. 
Chan. Peetz, 416 Second «t, Louisville, Ky. 
Philip J. Byrne, Maine Hotel, Auburn, Me. 

Francis J. Clarke, 146 Nllsson st, Brockton, 

Mass. 
David S. Jones, 100 Cham plain st, Detroit, 

Mich. 

E. T. Rehreas, 1900 E. Third st. Sedalla, Mo. 
John T.Cosgrove. 14 Willow st, Newark. N.J. 
M. J. Watkins, |N0 N. Tioga st, Ithaca, N. Y. 
W. E. Falson, Raleigh. N. C. 

Fred B. Hobby, 242 Champlain ave., Cleve- 
land, Onto. 

James E. Jones. 

W. T. Wall. »» Kane st, Houston, Tex. 
W. A. Davis, Box 611, Norfolk, Va. 
M. Maboney. 

F. A. Miller, Akron, Ohio, 

Fred C. Fatainger, 684 Tllgbman sL, Allan- 
town, Pa. 

Dennis Lrndser, MX V. Forsyth st, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

William J. Skehan, 825 Water st, Augusta, Me. 

James ronroy, 1008 Franklin ave., Belle- 
ville, 111. 
Philip M. Sweet, 8 La t a rctt at, Boston, Mass. 

Geo.B.Coddlngton, Boa816. Bridgeport yCoaa. 
Arch MoGillivray, 2116 Fitih ave., Birming- 
ham, Ala. 
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Buffalo (N. Y.) Trades and Labor 
Council „.._ „..., 

Chicago (111.) Federation of Labor 

Chicago Heights (111.) Trades and 
Labor Assembly 

Cincinnati (Ohio)Central Labor Coun- 
cil 



Cleveland (Cuyahoga County), Ohio 
United Trades and Labor Council 

Clinton, Lyons (la.), and Fulton (111.) 
Labor Congress 



Conneaat (Ohio) Central Labor Union 
Connellsville (Pa.) Central Trades 

and Labor Council 

Coshocton (Ohio) Trades and Labor 

Council 

Cumberland (Md.) Trades Council 



Davenport (la.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 



Decatur (111.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly 



Den 1 son (Tex.) Labor Trades Council.. 

Denver (Colo.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly 

Detroit (Mich.) Council of Trades and 
Labor Unions .... 

DuBois (Pa.) Central Trades and Labor 
Council 



East Liverpool (Ohio) Trades and La- 
bor Council .. 



East Palestine (Ohio) Trades Council... 

Elizabeth, N.J. (Union co.), Trades 

Council 



Y.) Trades As- 



Fort Edward (N 

sembly 

Franklin (Pa ) Central Labor Council 
Hanover and McSherrystown (Pa.) 

Central Labor Union 



Jamestown (N. Y.) Central Labor 
Council ^. 



Joplln (Mo.) Central Labor Union. 

Kansas City (Mo.) Industrial Council.. 

Lancaster ( Pa.) Central Labor Union .. 
Lansing (Mich.) Trades and Labor 

Council 

Lawrence ( Mas*.) Central Labor Union 

McKeesport (Pa.) Council of Labor 

Minneapoli8(Minn.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 



Montreal (Can.) Trades and Labor 
Council 

Nashville (Tenn.) Trades and Labor 
Council 



Newark (Ohio) Trades Union and 
Labor Council 

Newark, N. J M (Essex Co.), Trades 
Council 



Ho.«r 

rot** 
for each 
delegate. 



Name and address of delegates. 



John J. Joyce, 154 Sandusky. St., Buffalo.N.Y. 
A. Johannsen, 6885 Bophla st, Austin, 111. 

John Wlllaner, Chicago Boad 1, Chicago, 

Helghts.AU. 
Frank L. Rlst, 1807 Vine St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

H. D. Thomas, 423-26 Superior St., Cleveland, 

Ohio. 
George C. Campbell, 708 S. Seventh st., 

Lyons, Iowa. 
Geo. H. 8 hoop, 587 Liberty st, Conneaut,Ohlo. 

M. O. Hopwood, Connellsville, Pa. 

Edwin P. Miller, 742 Elm St., Ooshocton.Ohlo. 
Chas. O. Roemer, 6 S. Mechanic st., Cumber- 
land, Md. 

Henry H. Boettger, 1522 W. Locust St., Daven- 
port, la. 

Eugene Llnxweller, 112 W. Prairie St., De- 
catur, 111. 
H. C. Fuller, 1231 Woodward St., Denlson/Tex. 

Otto F.Tbum, 2808 Emerson st., Denver, Colo. 

David Kiely, 27 Navarre St., Detroit. Mich. 

Q. Milton Alcorn, 18 E. Weber ave., DuBois. 
Pa. 

Wm. Cope, 206 Ambrose Ave., East Liver- 
pool, Ohio. 
T. J. Morron, East Palestine, Ohio. 

Henry Zimmerman, 871 Elizabeth ave., 
Elizabeth, N. J. 

James F. Fitzgerald, Fort Edward, N. Y. 
William J. Welter, Franklin, Pa. 

Henry J. Adams, care Box 98, McSherrystown, 
Pa. 

Herbert 8. Whiteman, Box 482, Jamestown, 

N.Y. 
Thomas J. Sheriden, 2818 Hill St., Joplln, Mo. 
John T. Smith, 825 Central St., Kansas City, 

Mo. 
E. E. Greena wait, 488 Nevln St., Lancaster, Pa. 

A.M. Bower, Box 881, Lansing, Mich. 

Robert S. Maloney, 115 Jackson st., Lawrence, 
Mass. 

Frank P. Boyd, 2101 Sylvan ave., McKees- 
port, Pa. 

A. G. Balnbrldge, care J. L. Chapman, "The 
Union," Minneapolis, Minn. 

A. Gariepy, 288 Hotel de Ville ave., Montreal, 
Can. 

A. E. Hill, care Labor Advocate, Nashville, 
Tenn. 

William T. Curry, Newark, Ohio. 

John H. McLean, 250 S. Tenth st., Newark, 
N.J. 
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New Brighton (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union 



New Castle (Pa.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 



New London (Conn.) Central Labor 
Union 

New Orleans (La.) Central Labor 
Union 

New York City Central Federated 
Union 



Omaha (Neb.) Central Labor Union 

Palnesville (O.) Trades and Labor 

Council 

Philadelphia (Pa.) Central Labor 

Union .. 



Pittsburg (Pa.) Central Trades Council t 

Providence (R.I ) Central Trades and 

Labor Union 



Salem (Ohio) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly 

Salisbury (N. C.) Central Labor Union.. 
San Francisco (Oal.) Labor Council 



Scranton (Pa.) Central Labor Union... 
Seattle ( Wash.) Central Labor Council 

Springfield (111.) Federation of Labor.. 

Springfield (Ohio) Trades and Labor 
Assembly M 



Stamford (Conn.) Central Labor Union 

Steubenvllle (Jefferson County), Ohio, 

Trades and Labor Assembly 



St. Joseph (Mo.) Central Labor Council 

St. Louis (Mo.) Central Trades and 
Labor Union 



St, Paul (Minn.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly 

Tampa (Kla.) Central Trades and 
Labor Assembly 

Vineland (N.J.) Central Labor Union. 

Waltham (Mass.) Central Labor Union 

Washington (D. C.) Central Labor 
Union :. 



Washington (Pa.) Central Trades As- 
sembly 

Wilkes Barre (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union 

WilllamHport(Pa.) Trades Union As- 
sembly 

Cloth Examiners and Spongers, 11,680... 

Double Drum Holster Runners, 11,275.. 

Drain Layers and Helpers, 10,885 

Factory Truckers ana Stock Movers, 
11,744 



Federal Labor, 7067.. 
Federal Labor, 7481 . 



Federal Labor, 10. 190. 



H. 8. Hmith, cor. 18th st. and 0th ave., New 
Brighton, Pa. 

Thos. C. Humphrey, 7 Ep worth St., New 
Castle, Pa. 

Geo. Goes, 813 Main St., New London, Conn. 

L. J. Obert, New Orleans, La. 

George Gaillard, care Ernest Bohm, 86 E. 

Fourth sU, New York City. 
Louis V. Guye, 516 No. Thirteenth St., Omaha, 

Neb. 
F. L. Mllburn, Palnesville, O. 

John M. Love, 883 N. Ninth St., Philadelphia, 

C. C. Douglas, 7208 Race St., Pittsburg, Pa. 

Lawrence A. Grace, 224 Power St., Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

F. A. Haven, 106 E. Sixth St., Salem, Ohio. 

G. E. Brookshaw, Box 226, Salisbury* N. <J. 
John O. Walsh, 668 Harrison st., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Nicholas Burke, Scranton. Pa. 

Ed. Rosenberg, Room 6, Col man Block, 

Seattle, Wash. 
J. F. Morris, Marine Bank Bldg., Springfield, 

T. J. Creager, 280 W. Jefferson st., 8pringfield, 

Ohio. 
Frank J. Kiernan, Stamford, Conn. 

Chas. W. Brownfleld, 202 S. Fourth St., Bteu- 

benville, Ohio. 
C. J. Lund, 820 S. Twenty-fourth St., St. 

Joseph, Mo. 

Edward J. MoCullen, 1566 Hogan st, St 
Louis, Mo. 

Mat Comerford, St. Paul, Minn. 

8. J. Gebhart, 2006 Jefferson st., Tampa, Fla. 
J.D.Pierce. *^ 

David Goldstein, 81 Worcester st, Boston, 
Mass. 

N. C. Sprague, 607 E st N. W., Washington, 

Thomas Mitchell, Washington, Pa. 

Chas. Lavln, 71 Kidder St., Wilkes Barre, Pa. 

S. Herman Alter. Willlamsport, Pa. 

Bernard Hoskowltch, 861 Bradford st, Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 

James Henry Foley, 750 East One Hundred 
and Fiftieth St., New York City. 

John Cardiff, 618 W. Taylor st., Chicago, 111. 

E. Golds wig, 8 Odeon Theater Bldg., Dayton, 

Ohio. 
John Blen, Belleville. Til. 
James H. Wright, 411 North St,Murphys- 

boro. 111. 
Matt Devett Berlin, N. H. 
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Ho. 

or 

dele- 
gates 


No.«r 

TOtM 

to- m* 

deleftia. 


1 
1 


8 

1 


1 


1 


1 
1 


1 
1 


1 


9 


1 


2 


1 


8 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 
2 
1 


1 


1 




1 




1 





Name and address of delegates. 



Firemen's Protective Associat'n, 11,4 
Gas Workers, 10,086 «... 

Grain Workers, 11,407 , 

Ice Handlers. 8167 

Ne\vs»uoy*»' Protective, 11,568 

Newspaner and Mall Deliverers, 9463... 

Rock Drillers and Tool Sharpeners 

11,808 

Rock men's Protective, 1P,681 

Spring Fitters', 11,810 

Stenographers, Typewriters. Book- 
keepers and Assistants, 11,607... 

Stenographers, Typewriters, Book- 
keepers and Assistants, No. 11,773 

Well Drillers and Helpers, 11,952.... 

British Trades Union Congress 

Canadian Trades and Labor Congress 

Farmers' Educational and Co-opera- 
tive Union 

Women's International Union Label 
League 

Wonun's National Trade Union 
League 



Frank G. Jones, Pitt ■burg. P>». 

Michael Fly mi, 196 Black* lu no st„ Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

Ernest Bonn), 88 E. Fourth St., New York 
City. 

Win. H Pulsipher. Peorin, 111. 

Erne** Heasley, 419 Kauaw hast., Charleston, 
W. Va. 

John K. Dunne, 11 Dover si., New York, N. Y. 

James J. O'Brien, 1*9 W. One Ilundred and 

First Ht., New York. 
Tito Pacelli.84» E. One Hundred and Four- 
teenth St., New Yo« k « I«y. 
T. P. Farmer, 147 Forty-third St., Pittsburg, 

Pa. 

Miss Agnes Wilson, 1106 State Life Bldg., In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

Joseph T. Bberier, 428 G st. N. W., Washings 

ton.D. C. 
B. 8. Wise, Washington Boro, Pa. 
Win. Mosses, m Roundhay Road, Leeds, 

Ens. 

D. Gilmoar. New Cross, Hamilton, Scotland. 
William V. Tudd, 5 Emmerson ave., Toronto, 

Ont. 

E. A. Calvin. 

Mrs. Chas. Hank, Bine Island, 111. 

M t«s Mary McDowell, 4880 Gross A ve.,Chicaga, 
III. 



Number 

of 
Unions. 


Name. 


Number 

of 
Delegates, 


Number 

of 
Votes. 


88 
22 


National and International 

State „ 


191 
22 
71 
19 

a 


14^16 
22 


71 

19 

5 


Central M _ 

Trade and Federal Labor Unions ~ ~ 

Fraternal Organisations. „ ~..~.. 


71 
82 
8 


200 


809 


14,444 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 



PREAMBLE. 

Whereas, A straggle is g oing oo In all the 
nations of the civilized world between the op- 
pressors and the oppressed of all countries, a 
struggle between the capitalist and the laborer, 
which grows in intensity from year to year, 
and will work disastrous results to the toiling 
millions if they are not combined for mutual 
protection and benefit. 

It, therefore, behooves the representatives 
of the Trade and Labor Unions of America, 
in Convention assembled, to adopt such 
measures and disseminate such principles 
among the mechanics and laborers of our 
country as will permanently unite them to 
secure the recognition of the rights to whloh 
they are Justly entitled. 

we, therefore, declare ourselves in favor of 
the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Labor Organization 
in America, organised under the Trade Union 
system. 



CONSTITUTION, 

ARTICLE I.-NAIE. 

This Association shall be known as The 
Axkbicajt Federation or La bob, and shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor unions as 
shall conform to its rules and regulations. 

ARTICLE II.— Objects. 

Section 1. The object of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
looal Trade and Labor Unions, and the closer 
federation of such societies through the or- 
ganization of Central Trade and Labor Unions 
in every city, and the further combination of 
such bodies Into State, Territorial, or Provin- 
cial organizations to secure legislation m the 
interest of the working masses. 

Beg. a. The establishment of National and 
International Trade Unions, based upon a 
strict recognition of the autonomy of each 
trade, and the promotion and advancement 
of such bodies. 

Sec. 8. An American Federation of all Na- 
tional and International Trade Unions, to aid 
and assist each other; to aid and encourage 
the sale of union-label goods, and to seen re 
legislation m the interest of the working peo- 
ple, and influence public opinion, by peaceful 
and Legal methods, in favor of organized labor. 

tscc 4 To aid and encourage the labor press 
ef America. 
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ARTICLE III.— Convention. 

Section 1. The Convention of the Kedera 
tlon shall meet annually at 10 A. M., on the 
second Monday in November, at such place 
as the delegates have selected at the preced- 
ing Convention. 

Sec. '2. At the opening of the Convention 
the President shall take the chair and call the 
Convention to order, and preside during its 
sessions. 

Sec. 8. The following committees, consist I ng 
of eleven members each (except the Commit- 
tee on Building Trades, which shall consul of 
fifteen members), shall be appointed by the 
President : First, Rules and Order of Bustn* «*; 
second. Report of the President; third, Re- 
port or the Secretary; fourth, Report of the 
Treasurer; fifth, Resolutions; sixth, Laws; 
seventh, Organization ; eighth, Labels ; ninth, 
Grievances ; tenth, Local or Federated Bodies; 
eleventh. Education; twelfth, State Organiza- 
tion; thirteenth, Boycotts; fourteenth, Build- 
ing Trades (to which shall be referred ail 
grievances that involve only building trades, 
and all other matters pertaining exclusively 
to the building: trades). 

Sec. 4. The President shall direct the chief 
executive officers of three National or Inter- 
national Unions, at least ten days previous to 
the holding of the Annual Convention, to 
appoint one delegate each from their respec- 
tive delegations-elect, who shall compose an 
Auditing Committee. The committee *ball 
meet at such place as the President of the 
American Federation of Labor may direct, 
and at such time prior to the Convention as 
the President may determine 1b necessary for 
the proper performance of their duty ; and 
they shall audit the accounts of the Federa- 
tion for the preceding twelve months, and 
report upon credentials immediately upon the 
opening of the Convention. The expenxr of 
said committee shall be paid out of the funds 
of the Federation. 

8ec. 6. Resolutions of any character or 
propositions for changes in this Constitution 
can not be introduced in the Convention niter 
the third day's session, except by unanimous 
consent. 

Sec. 6 The Convention shall have power to 
order an executive session at any time. 

Bxc. 7. None other than members of a bona 
fide Trade Union shall be permitted to ad- 
dress the Convention or read papers therein, 
except by atwo-thtrdB vote of the Oonvew tlon. 

Sec. 8. Party politics, whether they be Dem- 
ocratic. Republican, Socialistic, Populistle, 
Prohibition, or any other, shall have no place 
to the Conventions of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Sec. 9. The rule* and order of business gov- 
erning the preceding Convention shall be in 
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force from the opening of any Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor until new 
rules have been adopted by action of the Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 10. A quorum for the transaction of 
business shall consist of not less than one- 
fourth of the delegates attending a Conven- 
tion. 

Bbc. 11. No grievance shall be considered by 
any Convention that has been decided by a 
previous Convention, except upon the recom- 
mendation of the Executive Council, nor 
shall any grievance be considered where the 
parties thereto have not previously held a 
conference and attempted to adjust the same 
themselves. 

ARTICLE IV.— Representation. 

Section l. The basis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National and 
International Unions, for less than four thou- 
sand members, one delegate; four thousand 
or more, two delegates; eight thousand or 
more, three delegates; sixteen thousand or 
more, four delegates; thirty-two thousand or 
more, five delegates, and soon. From Central 
Bod it 8, State Federations, Federal Labor 
Unions, and Local Unions having no Na- 
tional or International Union, one delegate; 
provided, however, that Local Unions and. 
Federal Labor Unions herein referred to, 
located in one city, shall have the right to 
unite in sending a delegate to represent them 
unitedly. Only bona fide wage-workers who 
are not members of, or eligible to member- 
ship in, other Trade unions, shall be eligible 
as delegates from Federal Labor Unions. 

Sec. 2. The delegates shall be elected at least 
two weeks previous to the Annual Con ven 1 1 on 
of the American Federation of Labor, and the 
names of such delegates shall be forwarded to 
the Secretary of this body Immediately alter 
their election. 

Sec. 8. Questions may be decided by division 
or a show of hands, but if a call of the roll is 
demanded by one-tenth of the delegates pres- 
ent each delegate shall cast one vote for every 
one hundred members or major fraction 
thereof he represents, but no City or State 
Federation shall be allowed more than one 
vote. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall prepare for use 
of the Convention printed poll lists, contain- 
ing the number of votes the delegates from 
National and International Unions are en- 
titled to, based upon the average membership 
during the year, from reports made to the 
office of the Federation not later than Sep- 
tember 80 preceding the Annual Convention. 

Sec. 5. No organization or person that has 
Receded, or has been suspended, or expelled, 
by the American Federation of Labor, or by 
any National or International organization 
connected with the Federation, shall, while 
under sueh penalty, be allowed representa- 
tion or recognition in this Federation, or in 
any Central Body or National or International 
Union connected with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, under the penalty of the sus- 
pension of the body violating this section. 

Sec. 6. No organization shall be entitled to 
representation unless such organization has 
applied for and obtained a certificate of 
affiliation at least one month prior to the 
Convention, and no person shall be recog- 
nised as a delegate who is not a member in 
good standing of the organization he is 
elected to represent. 

ARTICLE V.— Officers. 

Section 1. The officers of the Federation 

s mil consist of a President, eight Vice-Presi- 



dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to be 
elected by the Convention on the last day of 
the session, and these officers shall be the 
Executive Council. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary shall be 
members of thesuoceeding Convention in case 
they are not delegates, but without vote. 

Sec. 8. All elective officers shall be members 
of a local organization connected with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec 4. The terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall expire on 
the first day of January succeeding the Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 6. The President and Secretary shall 
engage suitable offices in the same building at 
Washington. D. C, for the transaction of the 
business of the organization. 

sec. «. All books and financial accounts 
shall at all times be open to the Inspection of 
the President and Executive Council. 

ARTICLE VI.— Duties of President. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Presl- 
. dent to preside at the Annual Convention ; to 
exercise supervision of the Federation 
throughout its Jurisdiction; to sign all offi- 
cial documents, and to travel, with toe consent 
of the Executive Council, whenever required, 
in the interest of the Federation. 

Sec. 2. The President shall submit to the 
Secretary, at the end of each month, an item- 
ised account of all moneys, traveling and 
incidental, expended by him in the interest 
of the Federation, and snail report bis acts and 
doings to the Annual Convention of the 
Federation. 

Sec. 8. The President, if not a delegate, shall 
have the casting vote in case of a tie, but shall 
not vote at other times. He shall be required 
to devote all his time to the interest of the 
Federation. 

Sec. 4. The President shall call meetings of 
the Executive Council, when necessary, and 
shall preside over their deliberations, and shall 
receive for his services such sum as the Annual 
Convention may determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. 6. In case of a vacancy in the office of 
President by death, resignation, or other 
cause, the Secretary shall perform the duties 
of the President until his successor is elected. 
In that event it shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary to Issue, within six days from the date 
of vacancy, a call for a meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council at headquarters for the purpose 
of electing a President to fill said vacancy. 

ARTICLE VII.-DUTIBS OF SECRETARY. 

Section 1. The duties of the Secretary shall 
be to take charge of all books, papers, and ef- 
fects of the general office; to conduct the cor- 
respondence pertaining to his office; to fur- 
nish the elective officers with the necessary 
stationery; to convene and act as Secretary 
at the Annual Convention, and to furnish 
to the Committee on Credentials at the Con- 
vention a statement of the financial standing 
of each affiliated body; to forward on March 
1st and September 1st of each year, to the sec- 
retaries of all affiliated organizations a list of 
the names and addresses of secretaries and 
organizers. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall keep all letters, 
documents, accounts, etc., In such manner as 
the Annual Convention may direct; he shall 
receive and collect all moneys due the Feder- 
ation, and pay them to the Treasurer, taking 
his receipt therefor; provided, that he may 
retain in his hands a sum not exceeding 82,000 
for current expenses, which money shall be 
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paid out only on the approval of the Presi- 
dent. 

Seo. 8. The Secretary ahall submit to the 
Auditing Committee, for their Inspection, 
vouchers for all moneys expended; close all 
accounts of the Federation on September 80 of 
each year, and all moneys reoelved or dis- 
bursed after such date 8 hall not be reported 
in the general balance aocount of the ensuing 
Convention. He shall publish a financial re- 
port monthly in the "American FMerationJst," 
and send one copy to each affiliated body, and 
such additional number of copies as may be 
ordered and paid for by any organization 
connected with the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall give a bond of 
•2,000 for the faithful performance of his du- 
ties, and for bis services he shall receive such 
sum as the Annual Convention may deter- 
mine, payable weekly. 

Sbo. 5. The Secretary shall issue stamps to 
Local and Federal Labor Unions, which shall 
be used by such unions with which to receipt 
for members' dues. 

Hbo. 6. It shall be the duty of each Inter- 
national, National, Local Trade and Federal 
Labor Union affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor to furnish to the Secretary 
of the American Federation of Labor a copy of 
all official reports issued by such affiliated or- 
ganizations, containing a statement of their 
membership in good standing, and to furnish 
such additional statistical data as may be 
called for by the Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor as may be in the posses- 
sion of the respective unions. 

ARTICLE VIII.— Duties of Treasurer, 

Section 1. The Treasurer shall receive and 
takeonarge of all moneys, property, and se- 
curity of the Federation delivered to him by 
tbe Secretary. He shall deposit all moneys 
belonging to the Federation In bank or banks. 
In the name of the American Federation of 
Labor as Treasurer, and before any moneys 
thus deposited c*n be drawn each check shall 
Designed by him hs Treasurer. 

Sbo. 2. The Treasurer shall pay, through the 
Secretary, all warrants regularly drawn on 
him, signed by the President and counter- 
signed by the Secretary, as required by this 
Constitution and none others. 

Sbo. 8. The Treasurer shall submit to the 
Annual Convention a complete statement of 
all receipts and disbursements during his 
term of office, and at the expiration of his 
term of office he shall deliver up to his succes- 
sor all moneys, securities, books, and papers of 
the Federation under his control : and for the 
faithful performance of his duties be shall 
give a bond In such sum as the Executive 
Council may determine. The annual salary of 
the Treasurer shall be $200. 

ARTICLE IX.— Executive Council. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of tbe Exec- 
utive Council to watch legislative measures 
directly affecting the interests of working 
people, and to initiate whenever necessary, 
such legislative action as the Convention may 
direct 

Hec. 2. The Executive Council shall use every 
possible means to organise new National or 
International Trade or Labor Unions, and to 
organize Local Trade and Labor Unions, and 
connect them with the Federation until such 
time as there is a sufficient number to form a 
National or International Union, when It 
shall be the duty of the President of the Fed- 
eration to see that such organisation is formed. 

Sec. 8. When a National of International 
Union has been formed the President shall 



notify all Looal Unions of that trade to affiliate 
with such National or International Union, 
and unless said notification be complied with 
within three months their charters shall be 
revoked. 

8ec. 4. The Executive Council shall aJso pre- 
pare and present to the Convention, in printed 
form, a concise statement of tbe details lead- 
ing up to approved and pending boycotts (and 
allmatters of Interest to the Convention), and 
no Indorsement for a boycott shall be consid- 
ered by the Convention except it has been so 
reported by the Executive Council. 

sec. 6. while we recognise the right of each 
trade to manage its own a flairs, it snail be the 
duty of the Executive Council to secure the 
unification of all labor organisations, so Car as 
to assist each other in any trade dispute. 

Sec 6. Whenever the revenue of the Federa- 
tion shall warrant such action, the Executive 
Council shall authorise the sending out of 
Trade Union speakers from place to place in 
the interests of the Federation. 

Sec. 7. The remuneration tor loss of time by 
members of the Executive Council or speak- 
ers engaged by them ahall be 94 per day and 
traveling and hotel expenses. 

Sbo. 8. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules to govern matters not in 
conflict with this Constitution, or tbe consti- 
tution of affiliated unions, and shall report 
accordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 9. In the event of a vacancy of any 
member of the Executive Council, other than 
that of the President, by reason of death, 
resignation, or other cause, the President 
shall make such vacancy known to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and snail call for nomina- 
tions. The names of all nominees shall be 
submitted to the Executive Council, and it 
shall require a majority vote of the Executive 
Council to elect upon each unsuccessful bal- 
loting the name of the candidate receiving 
the lowest number of votes shall be dropped. 

8bc. 10. All Local Trade Unions and Federal 
Labor Unions holding charters direct from 
the American Federation of Labor desiring 
the assistance of the American Federation of 
Labor in trade disputes, shall submit to the 
President of tbe American Federation of 
Labor for approval by the Exeoutlve.Counoil 
a toll statement of the grievance before a 
strike occurs. Unions violating this section 
shall forfeit all claims upon the American 
Federation of Labor or affiliated organisa- 
tions for support. 

Sbo. 11. No charter shall be granted by the 
American Federation of Labor to any Na- 
tional, International, Trade, or Federal Labor 
Union without a positive and clear definition 
of the trade Jurisdiction claimed by the appli- 
cant, and the charter shall not be granted if 
tbe Jurisdiction claimed is a trespass on the 
Jurisdiction of existing affiliated unions, 
without the written consent of suqh unions: 
and it is further provided, that should any of 
the members of such National, International, 
Trade, or Federal Labor Union work at any 
other vocation, trade, or profession, they shall 
Join the union of such vocation, trade, or 
profession, provided such are organised and 
affiliated with tbe American Federation of 
Labor. 

ARTICLE X.— ASSESSMENT. 
Section 1. The Executive Council shall 
have power to declare a levy of one cent per 
member per week on all affiliated onions for 
a period not exceeding ten weeks In any one 
year, to assist in the support of an affiliated 
organisation engaged in a protracted strike or 
lockout. 
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Sbc. 2. Any Union, International, National, 
or Local, falun* to pay within sixty days the 
levies declared in aoeordanoe with section 1, 
shall be deprived of representation in Con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor 
and in City Central Bodies affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

ARTICLE XI.— Revenue. 

8ectioe L The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived from a per capita tax to be 
paid upon the full paid-op membership of all 
affiliated bodies, as follows: From Interna- 
tional or National Trade Unions, a per capita 
tax of one-half of one cent per member per 
month ; from Local Trade Unions and Federal 
Unions, ten oents per member per month, five 
cents of which must be set aside to be used 
only In case of strike or lockout; Local Unions, 
the majority of whose members are less than 
eighteen (18) years of age. two cents per mem- 
ber per month ; from Central and State bodies, 
$10 per year, payable quarterly. 

Sxc. £ Delegates shall not be entitled to a 
seat in the Annual Convention unless the tax 
of their organisation, as provided for in section 
1 of this Article, has been paid in full to 
September 80 preceding the Convention. 

Sac. 8. Any organization affiliated with this 
Federation not paying its per capita tax on or 
before the 15th of each month shall be notified 
of the fact by the Secretary of the Federation, 
and if at the end of three months it Is still in 
arrears It shall become suspended from mem- 
bership in the Federation, and can be rein- 
stated only by a vote of the Convention when 
such arrearages are paid in full, as provided 
In section 2 of this Article. 

ARTICLE XII.— Local Central Bodies. 

Section 1. No Central Labor Union, or any 
other central body of delegates, shall admit to 
or retain in their councils delegates from any 
local organisation that owes its allegiance to 
any other body. National or International, 
hostile to any affiliated organisation, or that 
has been suspended or ex polled by, or not con- 
nected with, a National or International 
organisation of their trade herein affiliated, 
under penalty of having their charter revoked 
for violation of their charter, subject to appeal 
to the next Convention. 

Sbc. 2. It shall be the duty of all National 
and International Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to instruct 
their Local Unions to Join chartered Central 
Labor Bodies and State Federations in their 
vicinity where such exist. Similar Instruc- 
tions shall be given by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to all Trade and Federal Labor 
Unions under its Jurisdiction. 

Sec. 8. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city belonging to any National 
or International Union affiliated with this 
Federation, they may organize a Trades 
Assembly or Central Labor Union, or Join 
such body, if already In existence. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council and Local 
Central Labor Unions shall use all possible 
means to organize and connect as Local 
Unions to National or International Unions 
the organizations in their vicinity; to aid the 
formation of National or International 
Unions where none exist, and to organize 
Federal Labor Unions where the number of 
craftsmen precludes any other form of 
organization. 

Sec. 6. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have the 
authority or power to order any organization, 
affiliated with such Central Labor Union, or 
other central labor body, on a strike, where 



such organisation has a National organ! sa- 
tlon. until the proper authorities of such 
National or International organisation have 
been consulted and agreed to such action. 

Sec 6. Separate charters may be issued to 
Central Labor Unions, Local Unions, or 
Federal Labor Unions, composed exclusively 
of colored members, where, lo the J u dement 
of the Executive Council, It appears auvittable 
and to the best interest of the Trade Union 
movement to do so. 

Sec. 7. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have authority 
or power to originate a boycott, nor shall such 
bodies indorse and order the placing of the 
name of any person, firm, or corporation on 
an unfair list until the Local Union desiring 
the same has, before declaring the boycott 
submitted the matter in dispute to the Central 
Body for In vestigat ion, and the best endeavors 
on its part to effect an amicable settlement 
Violation of this section shall forfeit charter. 

Sbc. 8. No Central Body affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor shall reject 
credentials presented by a duly elected or ap- 

Solnted delegation of a Local Unton,chartered 
y a National or an International Union 
having affiliation with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; provided, however, that upon 
written charges signed by at least three dele- 
gates, any delegate of an affiliated Union may, 
upon conviction after a fair trial, be expelled 
or suspended. Action of the Central Body, 
under this section, shall be subject to appeal to 
the Executive Council of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor; and no delegation represent- 
ing Local Unions affiliated, as herein de- 
scribed, shall be suspended or expelled until 
like action is taken. 

ARTICLE XIII.— Defense Fund fob Local 
Trade and Federal Labor Unions. 

Section L The money of the defense fund 
shall be drawn only to sustain strikes or lock- 
outs of Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions, 
when such strikes or lookouts are authorized, 
indorsed, and conducted in conformity with 
the following provisions of this article. 

Sbc. 2. In the event of a disagreement be- 
tween a Local Union and an employer which. 
in the opinion of the Local Union, may result 
in a strike, such Union shall notify the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor, 
who shall investigate, or cause an investiga- 
tion to be made, of the disagreement, and en- 
deavor to adjust the difficulty. If his efforts 



Council shall decide that a strike is neces- 
sary, such Union shall be authorised to order 
a strike, but that It be Imperatively ordered 
that no strike or lockout snail be deemed le- 

SpI, or moneys expended from the defense 
nd on that account, unless the strike or 
lockout shall have been authorised and 
approved by the President and Executive 
Council. 

Sbc. 8. When a strike has been authorised 
and approved by the President and Executive 
Council, the president of the Local Union in- 
terested shall, within twenty-four hours, call 
a meeting of said Union, "of which every 
member shall be regularly notified." to take 
action thereon, and.no member shall vote on 
Stteh question unless he is in good standing. 
Should three-fourths of the members present 
decide, by secret ballot, on a strike, the presl* 
dent of the Local Union shall immediately 
notify the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor of the cause of the matter in 
dispute; what the wages, hours, and oondl- 
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tiona of labor then are; what advance*, if any 
are sought; what redactions are offered, if 
any; state the number employed and unem- 
ployed; the state of trade generally in the lo- 
cality, and the number or persons involved* 
union and non-union. Also the number of 
members who would become entitled to the 
benefits herein provided should the applica- 
tion be authorized and approved. 

Sbc. 4. No Local shall be entitled to benefit 
from the defense fund unless it has been in 
continuous good standing for one year; and 
no member shall be entitled to benefit from 
said defense fund . unless be has been a mem- 
ber in good standing in the American Federa- 
tion ofLabor for at least one year. 

Sbc. 5. When a strike has been Inaugurated 
under the provisions of sections 2 and 8. the 
American Federation of Labor shall pa/ to 
the bonded officer of the Union involved, or 
his order, for a period of six weeks, an amount 
equal to four ($4) dollars per week for each 
member. Each Local Union shall require 
their treasurer to give proper bond for the safe 
keeping and disbursement of all funds of the 
Local. No benefit shall be paid for the first 
two weeks of the strike. The Executive Coun- 
cil shall have the power to authorize the 
payment of strike benefits for an additional 
period. 

Sec. 6. No member of a Local Union on 
strike shall be entitled to weekly benefits un- 
less he reports daily to the proper officer of 
the Local Union while the strike continues, 
and no member who shall receive a week's 
work, three days to be a week, shall receive 
benefits. Any member refusing other work 
while on strike (providing said work is not in 
conflict with labor's interests) shall not be en- 
titled to any benefits. a ^ 

Sec. 7. Any Union inaugurating a strike 
without the approval of the Executive Coun- 
cil shall not receive benefits on account of said 
strike. 

Sec. 8. In case of lockout the Executive 
Council shall have power to nav benefits if. 
upon investigation, it is found that the Local 
Union whose members are involved did not 
by their action or demands provoke the lock- 
out by their employer. 

Sec. 9. During the continuance of a strike, 
the executive board of the Local Union shall 
make weekly reports to the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor, showing the 
amount of money distributed for benefits, 
and to whom paid, furnishing individual re- 
ceipts to the Secretary of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor from all members to whom 
such benefits have been paid, and all other 
facts that may be required. 

Sec. 10. Before a strike shall be declared off. 
a special meeting of the Union shall be called 
for that purpose, and it shall require a major- 
ity vote of all members present to decide the 
question either way. ^ m ^_ ^ ,_ 

8ec. 11. In the event of the defense fund be- 
coming dangerously low through protracted 
strike or lockout, the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor shall have the 
power to levy an assessment of ten cents on 
each member of Local Trade and Federal La- 
bor Unions, assessments to be restricted to 
not more than five per year; and further, that 
there shall always be a surplus of five thou- 
sand ($6,000) dollars In the defense fund. 



Sec 12. That no Local shall be entitled to 
any of the benefits of the defense fund unless 
It requires its members to pay not less than 
fifty (60) cents per month. 

Sec. 18. That the Local Trade and Federal 
Labor Unions set aside for the maintenance of 
a local defense fund not less than five cents a 
month from each member. 

ARTICLE XIV.— Miscellaneous. 

Section 1. Certificates of affiliation shall 
be granted by the President of the Federation, 
by and with the consent of the Executive 
Council, to all National and International 
Unions and local bodies affiliated with this 
Federation. 

Sec. 2. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who are 
favorable to Trade Unions, whose trade or 
calling is not organized, and are not members 
of any body affiliated with this Federation, 
who will subscribe to this Constitution, shall 
have the power to form a local body to be 
known as a "Federal Labor Union." and they 
shall hold regular meetings for the purpose of 
strengthening and advancing the Trade Union 
movement, and shall have power to make 
their own rules In conformity with this Con- 
stitution, and shall be granted a local certifi- 
cate by the President of this Federation ; pro- 
vided, the request for a certificate be indorsed 
by the nearest Local or National Trade Union 
officials connected with this Federation. The 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor shall have authority to appoint any 
person who is a member of any affiliated 
union to audit the accounts of such Federal 
Trade or Labor Unions as the President of the 
American Federation of Labor may direct and 
report the result thereof to the President of 
the American Federation of Labor. The books 
and accounts of each Federal Trade and Labor 
Union shall be at all times open to the inspec- 
tion of auditors appointed under this section. 

Sec. 8. The certificate fee for affiliated bodies 
shall be five ($6) dollars, payable to the Secre- 
tary of the Federation, and the fee shall /ac- 
company the application. 

Sec. 4. The American Federation of Labo. 
shall refer all applications for certificates of 
affiliation from Local Unions or Federal 
Labor Unions from a vicinity where a char- 
tered Central Labor Union exists to that body 
for investigation and approval. 

Sec. 6. Certificates of affiliation shall not be 
granted by State Federations of Labor. That 
power Is vested solely in the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor and the 
executive officers of National and Inter- 
national Unions affiliated therewith. 

Sec. 6. Not more than three Federal Labor 
Unions shall be chartered in any one city. No 
Federal Labor Union shall be recognized as 
affiliated if its membership conn 1st* of a 
majority of active members of Trade Unions. 

Sec. 7. Fraternal delegates attending the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be entitled to all the rights of dele- 
gates from Central Bodies. 

ARTICLE XV.— AMENDMENTS. 

This Constitution can be amended or altered 
only at a regular session of the Convention, 
and to do so it shall require a two-thirds vote. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

—or THE 

American Federation of Labor, 

1905. 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 



FIRST DAY— Morning Session. 



OLD CITY HALL, 

Pittsburg, Pa., 
November 13. 1905. 

Pursuant to law the regular meeting 
of the twenty-fifth annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
President Gompers called the Conven- 
tion to order at 10 o'clock A. M., in the 
Old City Hall, Pittsburg, Pa. 

A band composed of members of Lo- 
cal Union No. 60 of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians played "Poet and 
Peasant" overture and "My Maryland," 
and were heartily applauded by the del- 
egates and visitors. 

President Gompers introduced Mr. J. 
K. Robinson, of the Hotel and Restaur- 
ant Employes' International Alliance 
and B. I. L. of A. 

Mr. Robinson said: I should like to 
have Mr. Joseph Weber, of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, oome for- 
ward. Mr. President and Mr. Weber, 
I have been selected to perform a duty 
this morning which gives me infinite 
pleasure. As the representative in part- 
of the local business agents and organ- 
izers and the members of Local No. 
60 of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians. I have been selected to per- 
form this pleasant duty. We all recog- 
nize the fact that on coming into the 
world the song ef the baby strikes a 
chord in the hearts of the parents that 
nothing else can do. and that even in 
our moments of intense anger we can 



be soothed by the melodious strains of 
music. There is, therefore, nothing so 
appropriate to aid in bringing into life 
this twenty-flfth annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor as a 
welcome by musicians who are members 
of the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. 

I have been requested to present to 
Mr. Joseph Weber, of the American 
Federation of Musicians, this floral em- 
blem. I hope, Mr. Weber, you will re- 
ceive it in the way it has been tendered, 
as a gift from the trade unionists of 
Pittsburg. 

Mr. Weber: In a convention of my 
own organization I am never at a loss 
for something to say; but now I am so 
taken by surprise that I can think of 
nothing to say .except to thank you and 
ask to be allowed to present this token 
of your kindness to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention- 
It is not many years since musicians 
were not looked upon generally as wage 
earners; now they are. If last not least, 
in the movement, and whenever the 
musician is called upon to come to the 
aid of his fellow workers, you will find 
him In the front ranks every time. 

President Gompers: Mr. C. C. Doug- 
las, President of the Iron City Trades 
Council, the central labor organization 
body of Pittsburg, will address you. 

Mr. Douglas: Mr. President Dele- 
gates and Visitors: In behalf of the or- 
ganized workers of Allegheny County 
and Pittsburg It gives me great pleasure 
to welcome you to this, the twenty - 
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fifth annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, and to welcome you 
to our State, our city and our homes. 
Our city is not one beautiful with roses 
or famous for historical points, but \t is 
kno.wn throughout the world to be the 
workshop of the Keystone State. This Is 
a city of which It can be said that the 
hammer mark of its mechanics is given 
preference in every city in the world. 
Our chief Industry in Pittsburg and the 
places surrounding it Is the manufacture 
of iron and steel. We must not be un- 
mindful of the fact, however, that we 
possess in this city mechanics as well 
as millionaires; but if rich or poor, if 
wage earner or manufacturer, you will 
find in this city as loyal and as hospit- 
able citizens as you have found In any 
city you have ever convened in. For 
twenty-five years this organization has 
traveled from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific, from the Great Lakes to the Gulf, 
and has now come back to the Mother 
City, a full grown man, fully developed 
in power, intelligence and honor. That 
is acknowledged throughout the world by 
all thinking people. Notwithstanding 
the fact that, with the exception of the 
Building Trades, which are second to 
none In the City of Pittsburg, you may 
find othen crtjies better organized than 
we are, we intend to go on with the work 
until it is thoroughly organized. You 
must remember that in this city we 
have received many knocks and bruises, 
which have, however, only stimulated us 
to renewed efforts to advance the labor 
movement and make Pittsburg the ban- 
ner organized city of the world. 

We hope your stay in this city will be 
of great benefit to those you represent, 
and that it will also be of benefit to the 
City of Pittsburg and to the great la- 
bor movement of the world. We hope 
when you leave the city you will carry to 
your homes and to your native lands 
fond recollections of your stay in Pitts- 
burg, and that you will carry home a 
good Impression of the Smoky City we 
so dearly love. 

I again bid you welcome to our city. 
Stay as long as you can. and may the 
All-Seeing One who has a watchful eye 
over us every day, be with you in your 
deliberations in this Convention in be- 
half of the great labor movement of 
the world. 

At the close of Mr. Douglas's address 
the band played "America" and "Ev- 
erybody Works But Father," and was 
heartily applauded by the Convention. 

President Gompers: I now have the 
honor of presenting to you the Hon. 
James B. Drew, who will address you 
as the representative of Mayor Hays, 
who is unable to be with us this morn- 
ing. 

Mr. Drew— Mr. Chairman and ladles 
and gentlemen of the Convention, you 
are welcome to the City of Pittsburg. 
His Honor, the Mayor, who could not 



be here in person, has authorised me to 
extend to you a hearty welcome and 
give you the freedom of the city. 

You have come from every corner of 
the Republic, from the North, South, 
East and West, to deliberate and enact 
laws to govern 3,000,000 workmen. I take 
It that never before on this continent 
was there a convention of organized 
labor in which so many hundreds of 
thousands of men were represented. 
There are more men represented here 
J? ., a £ J£an there were people in the 
United States of America at the time 
of the signing of the Declaration of In- 
dependence. There never was an army 
marshaled on any field which contained 
in numbers more than a small percent- 
age of the membership of your great or- 
ganization. Alexander, Hannibal, Caesar 
and Napoleon conquered their worlds 
a Ri th *¥ never had ir * their armies 
either the might or the right of the 
American Federation of Labor. CAd- 
plause.) 

J£7L* flt K *? a 1 d P r °P er it is that the 
greatest body of organized labor in the 

W £ F J? 8 * ho « u !? b . r,nfir Its convention to the 
greatest industrial city on earth It 
matters not what may t>e said in praise 
2,,% cities, It cannot be truthfully 

Sit ™L any city ,n tne worId compares 
with Pittsburg as an industrial center. 
We have here more than 5,000 shops, 
mills and factories, and they give em- 
ployment to more than 500,000 men. The 
great coal fields, of which Pittsburg is 
the center, give up 35,000,000 tons of coal 
each year, and it is estimated that they 
will continue to do so for 700 years to 
come. The tonnage of the Pittsburg 
district is greater than the combined 

w?n a JPi »S f *i ew York ' Chicago and 
Philadelphia. Last year it took 2,500,000 
cars to remove the enormous burden of 
traffic. The Pittsburg district has a 
greater production of iron and steel 
plate glass, tumblers, tin plate, petro- 
leum steel cars, air brakes and elec- 
trical machinery, window glass and table 
ware, steel and wrought iron pipe, coal 
and coke, corks, white lead, lumber and 
firebrick and clay than any other dis- 
trict in the world. 

Our armor plate protects the navies of 
the world, our structural iron spans 
many streams in India, our steel rails 
have made possible the splendid rail- 
ways of Japan and Russia, our coal and 
oil light up many a dreary home in 
every corner of the earth. 

Nowhere else within a like area is to 
be found more wealth in manufactures, 
more establishments, more improved 
machinery, a higher rate of wages, a 
more intelligent army of workmen, more 
happy school children, more content- 
ment, more concentrated American hap- 
piness than in the Pittsburg district. 

You delegates represent many thous- 
ands of labor unions. I am an ardent 
advocate of trades unions. 

They struck from the limbs of labor 
the chains of ignorance and misery. 
They have delivered the little child from 
the cruel jaws of that inhuman monster, 
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the child-labor factory, and given hei 
to the schoolroom. They are rapidly 
putting un end to the disease- breeding 
sweatshops and the slums of our cities. 
They have demanded and compelled the 
introduction of safety appliances on our 
railroads and in our shops. They are 
winning shorter hours of labor for the 
men and making, happier nomes for the 
women, and giving to the children 
healthy minds and sound bodies. 

The labor union stands for order, in- 
telligence, prosperity and Christian 
brotherhood. It has lifted the workman 
to a higher place than he ever knew 
and has made of him a factor in the 
upbuilding of civilization. The trades 
union needs no apologists. Its enemies 
are the common enemies of justice and 
humanity. 

All the improvements that labor has 
gained during the past quarter of a cen- 
tury, such as reduced hours of labor, 
higher wages, better living and working 
conditions, and higher education, cul- 
ture and refinement, are directly trace- 
able to organized workers and to no 
other source. It la largely due to the 
constancy and militancy of organized la- 
bor, lis readiness to strike blow for 
blow if necessary, that whatever liber- 
ties the American people possess In this 
age of grinding competition and trust 
encroachment, have been preserved by 
the struggles and sacrifices of organized 
men and women in the ranks of labor. 

The labor union is the greatest moral 
force of the age. It has done more good 
for a greater number or people than 
anything done on this continent since 
Washington and our forefathers founded 
in liberty this Imperial Republic. (Ap- 
plause.) 

We are very proud to have you with 
us. You men are the heroes of or- 
ganized labor; with your union card 
and union label, and your annual Con- 
vention, year after year, you go forward 
from victory to victory for the good of 
us all and the upbuilding of the race. 
Mr. President, you are very welcome 
to the City of Pittsburg. I present to 
you the key of our great gate. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Drew presented to Presdent 
Gompers a large key decorated with the 
Pittsburg colors. 

President Gompers— Mr. Drew, permit 
me to express the keenest appreciation 
of your kind words of welcome, and. 
more than all, of your splendid tribute 
to the efforts of organized labor. We 
are accustomed to have cordial and 
hearty greetings and welcomes ex- 
tended to us, hut T think I am safe 
within the limits of truth wnen I say 
that at no time in a speech of welcome 
to a Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, or to any other organ- 
ized body of workmen, has there been 
such an epitome of truth and philosophy 
and sound economy combined in so 
short a speech. In brief, it summed up 
the activities and the achievements of 
the labor movement to which, to tfie 
fullest limit of our humble abilities, we 



contribute our efforts. In the old past, 
in ihe days when men of labor oore 
their burdens and their yokes. It was 
an awful time, and from then to now Is 
a wonderful stride in human progress. 
I can do no better to illustrate my con- 
ception of the old time - than to relate 
the story of two bgys, one of whom had 
an apple, and it was suggested that he 
divide it with his playmate. After a 
while he reported to his father, who 
asked him if he had divided the apple. 
He said he had, and his father asked 
him how he had divided it. He said: 
"I gave him the best part of the ap- 
ple." "Well, what did you give him?" 
asked his father. "I gave him the 
seeds." And that, in the past, was 
typical of what the men of labor re- 
ceived from the industrial apple— the 
seeds. After all, however, by proper 
nurture, the seeds have proven the best 
part of the apple; they nave taken root 
in the hearts and minds of the workers 
who are growing thousands of industrial 
apples and are now securing a larger 
share, not of the best part of the ap- 
ple—the seeds— but something more sub- 
stantial from tho apple Itself. 

And so the seeds of Industry are 
spreading, so the seeds of intelligence, 
so the seeds of discontent with wrongful 
conditions are spreading among the peo- 
ple of our country, and the organized 
workers give it expression. Surely we 
have a labor problem, surely we have 
labor troubles. I might from mem- 
ory quote here with a great deal 
of propriety the President of the 
United States, who a few weeks ago 
said: "Of course we must expect labor 
troubles: of course there is a labor 
problem; there will be, and must neces- 
sarily be, where there Is labor to do. 
There is no labor trouble or labor prob- 
lem where there it* no labor to do." 

We cannot expect to emerge from the 
dim, dark past into an enlightened 
present or into a still more enlightened 
future without paying in travail ana 
work and application. It is the organ- 
ized labor movement that is the conser- 
vator of the peace of the country, not- 
withstanding our great industrial de- 
velopment (Applause). We aim to do 
our level best In the interests of our 
fellows, and, although we are primarily 
interested with those who associate 
themselves with us in our movement, 
yet there Is not one act that we can 
perform, there is not one expression 
we can make, not one movement we can 
inaugurate for tho improvement of our 
members but mnst have an uplifting 
effect upon every workman, regardless 
of whether he is a member or a non- 
member of our unions. And we sha? 1 
aim to do our best to the fullest l'mlv 
of whatever ability we possess. 

In this City of Pittsburg, where the 
American Federation of Labor was 
founded, there occurred a great, historic 
inclder.t, of which I shall speak in my 
formal report. It is a great satisfaction 
and gratification to find this altered 
feeling towards us: this change from 
indifference to friendliness and f rater- 
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nlty. Pittsburg, smoky! Yes, and so 
long as you are dependent upon coal 
for your fuel it will be smoky. Lord 
bless the smoke of Pittsburg! While in 
Porto Rico, in the early part of the year. 
I found almost continuous sunshine on 
the island, only darkened by the end of 
the day. I was speaking to our friend, 
Iglesias, when he showed me a speci- 
men of coal that had been found there. 
Although I am not much of a judge of 
what constitutes coal, I could see thero 
wasn't much hope for Porto Rico from 
that sort of stuff. I asked him how he 
would like to have the sun of Porto 
Rico obscured for a while by some of the 
smoke of Pittsburg, and he felt so ex- 
ultant at the thought that he almost 
prayed for it. Yes. this smoke of Pitts- 
burg, coming from the coal, whose 
flames light up the heavens, speaks of 
the great throbbing hearts of its men 
and women, and shows its splendid de- 
velopment. And the workmen of Pitts- 
burg— well, the workmen of Pittsburg— 
the men who produce the wealth of the 
city, need not apologize for the nmoke 
and soot. Hats on* to the men who pro- 
duce the wealth of the world! 

I want to assure you, Mr. Drew, that 
you have not only presented us with 
the key to the city, but it is a key that 
has opened our hearts to you in the 
eloquent and manifestly sincere address 
of welcome you have extended to us. 
In behalf of this Convention and the 
American Federation of Labor I want 
to assure you that you have our grati- 
tude, our appreciation and our well 
wishes. 

This Convention will now come to or- 
der for the transaction of business that 
may come before it. The first business 
will be the report of the Committee on 
Credentials. 

Delegate P. J. McNulty, for the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, read the follow- 
ing report: 

PITTSBURG, PA.. 
November 13, 1906. 
To the Officers and Members of the 

Twenty-fifth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor: 

Gentlemen: Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials beg leave to report that they 
have examined the credentials of 311 
delegates, representing 81 International 
and National Unions. 23 State Branches. 
73 Central Bodies, 26 Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions, and 4 Fraternal 
Delegates, and recommend the following 
delegates be seated: 

Asbestos Workers of America. Nation- 
al Association of Heat, Frost and Gen- 
eral Insulators. Clifford G. Rice. 3 votes. 

Bakery and Confectionery Workers' 
International Union of America. Emil 
Schaerer, Rudolf Schlrra, A. A. Myrup, 
120 votes. 

Barbers' International Union, Journey" 
men. W. E. Klapetzky, Frank X. Nos- 



chang, Jamee C. Shaneesy, George K. 
Smith, 227 votes. 

Bill Posters and* Blllers of America, 
National Alliance. George W. Lowery, 
14 votes. 

Blacksmiths, International Brother- 
hood of. J. W. Kline, P. H. Cummins, 
100 votes. 

Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders 
of America. Brotherhood of. George F. 
Dunn, 134 votes. 

Boot and Shoe Workers' Union. CollJs 
Lovely. Charles L. Baine. Arthur J. 
Whaley, Emmet T. Walls, George Bury, 
320 votes. 

Brewery Workmen. International Union 
of United. Louis Kemper, August Prles- 
tersbach. Fred Zepp, Edmund F. Ward, 
340 votes. 

Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' 
Alliance. International. Charles Hank. 
Frank Buttierwotnth, 41 votes. 

Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
United Brotherhood of. Frank Duffy. 
James F. Grimes. William B. MacFar- 
lane,' A. M. Swartz, William D. Huber, 
John Zaring, 8amuel Yarnell, 1,432 votes. 

Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 
Society of. A. C. Sanders, 48 votes. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers. Inter- 
national. Peter Damm, 82 votes. 

Carvers' Association of North Ameri- 
ca. International Wood. John S. Henry. 
16 votes. 

Cement Workers. American Brother- 
hood of. Hugh Falvey, 36 votes. 

Cigar-makers' International Union. 
Samuel Compere, Thomas F. Tracy, 
James Wood, H. Mahlon Barnes, 414 
votes. 

Clerks' International Protective Asso- 
ciation, Retail. John R. O'Brien, Max 
Morris, Herman Robinson. A. B. Loe- 
benberg. D. F. Manning, 600 votes. 

Commercial Telegraphers' Union of 
America. Michael J. Reidy, 20 votes. 

Coopers' International Union of North 
America. Patrick J. Donnelly, Henry 
Bablltz. 66 votes. 

Electrical Workers, International 
Brotherhood of. F. J. McNulty. Wm. 
E. Kennedy, Stephen Fay, 210 votes. 

Elevator Constructors. International 
Union of. Frank Feeney, 22 votes. 

Engineers, International Union of 
Steam. R. A. McKee. P. C. Winn, of 
W. Wood, 175 votes. 

Firemen, International Brotherhood of 
Stationary. Timothy Healy. C. L. 
Shamp, J. W. Morton, 122 votes. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes, In- 
ternational Union of. A. E. Kelllngton. 
9 votes. 

Glass Botttle Blowers' Association of 
the United States and Canada. D. A. 
Hayes, Harry Jenkins, 70 votes. 

Granite Cutters' International Associ- 
ation of America. The. James Duncan, 
Thomas J. Lyons, William J. O'Brien, 
103 votes. 
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Grinders' and Finishers' National 
Union, Pocket Knife Blade. Thomaa 
Lockwood, 2 votes. 

Hatters of North America, United. 
John A. MJoffltt, James P. Maher, Frank 
P. Shalvoy, 86 votes. 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers' 
Union of America, International. Her- 
man Lillien, H. A. Stemburgh, 47 votes. 

Horse Shoers of United States and 
Canada. International Union of Journey- 
men. Roady Kenehan, John Fitspatrlok, 
42 votes. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes' In- 
ternational Alliance and Bartenders' In- 
ternational League of America. T. J. 
Sullivan, Jere L. Sullivan, W. H. Fos- 
ter, Thomas S. Farrell, 387 votes. 

Iron, Steel and Tin Workers. Amalga- 
mated Association. John Pierce, 100 
votes. 

Lathers, International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal. Wm. McSorley, Wm. 
C. Davio, 48 votes. 

Laundry Workers' International 

Union, Shirt. Waist and. Mrs. Mae Ke- 
ough, 46 votes. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
United Brotherhood of. B. J. Baker, 40 
votes. 

Leather Workers' Union of America, 
Amalgamated. John Roach, 10 votes. 

Longshoremen's Association, Interna- 
tional. Daniel J. Keefe, Henry C. Bar- 
ter, Thomas Harrison, Cornelius Wild, 
James Walsh, 478 votes. 

Machine Printers and Color Mixers of 
Hhe United 8tates. National Association 
of. Wm. N. Drinkwater, 4 votes. 

Machinists, International Association 
of. James O'Connell. J. J. Creamer, 
George H. Warner. Arthur E. Ireland, 
486 votes. 

Maintenance of Way Employes, Inter- 
national Brotherhood of. John T. Wil- 
son, C. Boyle, 119 votes. 

Marble Workers, International Asso- 
ciation. J. S. Carder, 19 votes. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen 
of North America, Amalgamated. Ho- 
mer D. Call, H. L. Elchelberger, 62 
votes. 

Metal Workers' International Alliance, 
Amalgamated Sheet. Hugh Frayne, Jo- 
seph F. Connolly, P. J. Downey, 130 
votes. 

Mine Workers of America. United. 
John Mitchell. W. B. Wilson. T. L. Lew- 
is, W. D. Ryan, John Fahy, John T. 
Dempsey, Patrick Dolan, 2,619 votes. 

Molders* Union of North America, 
Inon. Joseph F. Valentine. M. J. Ke- 
ough, John P. Frey, Alexander R. 
Mitchell, 300 votes. 

Musicians. American Federation of. 
Joseph N. Weber, Owen Miller. Eugene 
A Johnson, David A. Carey, 308 votes. 

Painters. Decorators and Paperhang- 
ers of America, Brotherhood of. J. C. 
Bahlhom Archy Grant, Jacob Tazelaar, 



Harry F. Sheehan, Frank Curran, 642 
votes. 

Pattern Makers' League of North 
America. James Wilson, 36 votes. 

Pavers and Rammermen, International 
Union of. Harry McCloskey, 10 votes. 

Fhoto-'Engravers' Union of North 
America, International. James G. Cain, 
22 votes. 

Piano and Organ Workers' Union of 
America; International. Charles Dold, 
90 votes. 

Plate Printers' Union of North Amer- 
ica, International Steel and Copper. Ed- 
ward L. Jordan, 11 votes. 

Plumbers, Gas Fitters. Steam Fitters 
and Steam Fitters' Helpers of United 
States and Canada, United Association 
of. Wm. J. Spencer, 160 votes. 

Potters, National Brotherhood of Op- 
erative. Thomas J. Duffy, Harry Ha lies, 
66 votes. 

Print Cutters' Association of America, 
National. Ernest J. Dlx, 4 votes. 

Printing Pressmen's Union, Interna- 
tional. Martin P. Hlggins. John A. Pow- 
ell. William Steshle, Thomas A. Means. 
170 votes. 

Quarry Workers' International Union 
of North America. P. F. McCarthy, 36 
votes. 

Railroad Telegraphers. Order of. L. 
W. Quick, D. G. Ramsay, L. K. Marr. 
160 votes. 

Railway Employes of America, Amal- 
gamated Association of Street and "Elec- 
tric. W. D. Mahon, David J. Reid Wm. 
B. Fitzgerald, 300 votes. 

Seamen's Union, International,' of 
America. William Penje, Andrew Fu- 
ruseth. Walter MacArthur, C. J. Har- 
rington, 196 votes. 

Shipwrights, Joiners and Caulkers of 
America, National Union of. Hugh 
Kirk. 24 votes. 

Slate and Tile Roofers* Union of 
America. International. Louis Merri- 
man, 6 votes. 

Stage Employes' International Alli- 
ance, Theatrical. . Lee M. Hart, Phil- 
ip Kelly, 66 votes. 

Stereotypers' and Electrotypers' Union 
of Nonth America, International. James 
J. Freel, 28 votes. 

Tailors' Union of America, Journey- 
men. John B. Lennon Martin J. 
Noonan, Gust Soderberg, 160 votes. 

Teamsters, International Brotherhood 
of. Emmet T. Flood, S. J. Thompson, 
Michael O'Donnell. Harry J. Wtendelken. 
John Doody, 783 votes. 

Textile Workers of America. United. 
John Golden. Michael White, Albert Hib- 
bert, 100 votes. 

Tile Layers' and Helpers' Union, In- 
ternational Ceramic, Mosaic and En- 
caustic. Thomas J. Williams, 14 votes. 

Tin Plate Workers' Protective Asso- 
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elation of America, International. Geo. 
Powell, 14 votes. 

Tobacco Workers' International Union. 
John J. Tierney, Anthony McAndrews, 54 
votes. 

Typographical Union, International. 
James M. Lynch. Prank Morrison, M. S. 
Hayes. Frank K. Poster, Victor L. Ber- 
ber. 467 votes. 

Upholsterers' International Union of 
North America. Anton J. Engel, 28 
votes. 

Wood Workers' International Union of 
America, Amalgamated. D. D. Mulcahy, 
Thomas I. Kidd, Richard Braunschweig, 
Edward W. Miller, 200 votes. 

Alabama Federation of Labor. Ed. 
Flynn, 1 vote. 

Arkansas Federation of Labor. S. F. 
Brackney, 1 vote. 

California Federation of Labor. H. M. 
Alexander, 1 vote. 

Connecticut Federation of Labor. 
Stephen Charters, 1 vote. 

Florida State Federation of Labor. J. 
A. Roberts. 1 vote. 

Georgia Federation of Labor. William 
S. Wler, 1 vote. 

Illinois Federation of Labor. A. J. 
Dean, 1 vote. 

Indian and Oklahoma Territories Fed- 
eration of Labor. Peter Hanraty. 1 
vote. 

Indiana State Federation of Labor. 
Edgar A. Perkins, 1 vote. 

Iowa* Federation of Labor. George F. 
Tucker, 1 vote. 

Kentucky Federation of Labor. Chas. 
Peetz* 1 vote. 

Maine State Federation of Labor. 
Philip J. Byrne, 1 vote. 

Massachusetts State Federation of 
Labor. Francis J. Clarke, 1 vote. 

Michigan Federation of Labor. David 
S. Jones, 1 vote. 

Missouri State Federation of Labor. E. 
T. Behrens, 1 vote. 

New Jersey State Federation or 
Labor. John T. Cosgrove, 1 vote. 

New York State Federation of Labor. 
M. J. Watkins. 1 vote. 

North Carolina Federation of Labor. 
William E. Faison, 1 vote. 

Ohio Federation or Labor. Fred 
B. Hobby, 1 vote. 

Pennsylvania State Federation of 
Labor. James E. Jones, I vote. 

Texas Federation of Labor. W. T. 
Wall, 1 vote. 

Virginia State Federation of Labor. 
W. A. Davis, 1 vote. 

West Virginia State Federation of 
Labor. Mike Mahoney, 1 vote. 

Akron (O.) Central Labor Union. Fred 
A. Miller, 1 vote. 

Allenfown (Pa.) Central Trades and 
Labor Council. Fred C. Fatzlnger, 1 
vote. 



Atlanta (Ga.) Federation of Trades. 
Dcnnis Llndsey, 1 vote. 

Augusta, Hallowell and Gardiner (Me.; 
Central Labor Union. William J. Ske- 
han, 1 vote. 

Belleville (111.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly. James Conroy, 1 vote. 

Boston (Mass.) Central Labor Union. 
Philip H. Sweet, 1 vote. 

Birmingham (Ala.) Trades Council. 
Arch McGillivray, 1 vote. 

Bridgeport (Conn.) Central Labor 
Union. George B. Coddington, 1 vote. 

Buffalo (N. Y.) Trades and Labor 
Council. John J. Joyce, 1 vote. 

Chicago (111.) Federation of Labor. A. 
Johannsen, 1 vote. 

Chicago Heights (111.) Trades and La- 
bor Assembly. John Willaner, 1 vote. 

Cincinnati (O.) Central Labor Council. 
Frank L. Rist, 1 vote. 

Cleveland (Ohio) United Trades and 
Labor Council. H. D. Thomas. 1 vote. 
,£H nt T on i Ly ons (Iowa) and Fulton 
(HI.) Labor Congress. George C. Camp- 
bell, 1 vote. 

Conneaut (Ohio) Central Labor Union. 
George H. Snoop, 1 vote. 

Coshocton (Ohio) Trades and Labor 
Council. Edwin P. Miller, i vote. 

Cumberland (Md.) Trades Council. 
Charles O. Roemer, 1 vote. 

Davenport (Iowa) Trades and Labor 
Assembly. Harry H. Boettger, 1 vote. 

Denison (Tex.) Labor Trades Council. 
H. C. Fuller, 1 vote. 

Denver (Colo.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly, otto F. Thum, 1 vote. 

Decatur (111.) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly. Eugene Linxwener, I vote. 

Dubois (Pa.) Central Trades and Labor 
Council. G. Milton Alcorn, 1 vote. 

East Liverpool (Ohio) Trades and La- 
bor Council. Wm. Cope, I vote. 

Elizabeth (N. J.) Trades Council. 
Henry Zimmerman, 1 vote. 

^ F ?# ^ or ^ h (Tex > Trades Assembly. 
C. W. Woodman, 1 vote. 

Franklin (Pa.) Central Labor Union. 
William J. Welter, 1 vote. 

Hanover and McSherrystown (Pa.) 
Central Labor Union. Henry j. Adams, 
1 vote. 

Jamestown (N. Y.) Central Labor 
Council. Herbert S. Whiteman, 1 vote. 

Joplln (Mo.) Central Labor Union. 
Thomas J. Sherlden, 1 vote. 

Kansas City (Mo.) Industrial Council. 
John T. Smith, 1 vote. 

Lancaster (Pa.) Central Labor Union. 
E. E. Greenawalt, 1 vote. 

Lansing (Mich.) Trades and Labor 
Council. A. M. Bower, 1 vote. 

Minneapolis (Mtnn.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly. A. G. Bainbridge, 1 vote. 

Montreal (Can.) Trades and Labor 
Council. A. Gariepy, 1 vote. 
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Newark iN. J.) Trades Council. John 
H. McLean, 1 vote. 

New Brighton (Pa.) Central Labor 
Unon. H. S. Smith, 1 vote. 

New Castle (Pa.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly. Thomas C. Humpnrey, 1 
vote 

New London <Conn.) Central Labor 
Union. George Goss, 1 vote. 

New Orleans (La.) Central Labor 
Union. L. T. Obert, 1 vote. 

New York (N. Y.) Central Federated 
Union. George O. Gaillard, 1 vote. 

Omaha (Neb.) Central Labor Unlou. 
Louis V. Guye, 1 vote. 

Painesville (Ohio) Traoes and Labor 
Council. F. L. Milburn, 1 vote. 

Philadelphia (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union. John M. Love, 1 vote. 

Pittsburg (Pa.) Central Trades Coun- 
cil. C. C. Douglas, 1 vote. 

Providence (R. I.) Central Trades and 
Labor Union. Lawrence A. Grace, 1 
vote. 

Salem (Ohio) Trades and Labor As- 
sembly F. A. Haven, 1 vote. 

Salisbury (N. C.) Central Labor Union. 
C. E. Brookshaw, 1 vote. 

San Francisco (Calif.) Labor Council. 
John O. Walsh, 1 vote. 

Scranton (Pa.) Central Labor Union. 
NichoUs Burke, 1 vote. 

Seattle (Wash.) Central Labor Council. 
Ed. Rosenberg, 1 vote. 

Springfield (111.) Federation of Labor. 
J. F. Morris, 1 vote. 

Springfield (Ohio) Trades and Labor 
Assembly. T. J. Creager, 1 vote. 

Stamford (Conn.) Central Labor Union. 
T. J. Kiernan, 1 vote. 

Steubenville (Ohio) Trades and Labor 
Assembly. Chas. W. Brownfield, 1 vote. 

St. Joseph (Mo.) Central Labor Coun- 
cil. C. J. Lund, 1 vote. 

St. Louis, (Mo ; Central Trades and 
Labor Union. Edward J. McCullen, 1 
vote. 

Tampa (Fla.) Central Trades and La- 
bor Assembly. 3. J. Gebhart, 1 vote. 

Vineland (N. J.) Central Labor Union. 
J. D. Pierce, 1 vote. 

York (Pa.) Federation of Trades 
Union?. John L. Rodier, 1 vote. 

Waltham (Mass.) Central Labor Union. 
David Goldstein, 1 vote. 

Washington (D. C.) Central Labor 
Unon. N. C. Sprague, 1 vote. 

Washington (Pa) Central Trades As- 
sembly. Thomas Mitchell, 1 vote. 

Wilkesbarre (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union. Charles Lavin, 1 vote. 

Wllliamsport (Pa.) Trades Union As- 
sembly. S. Herman Alter, 1 vote. 

Cloth Examiners and Spongers' Unioi., 
No 11680. Bernard Hoskowitch, 1 vote. 

Double Drum Holster Runners, No. 
11275. James Henry Foley, 1 vote. 



Factory Truckers and Stock Mover*, 
No. 11744. fi. Goldzwin, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 7087. Johu 
Bien, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 748L James 
H. Wright, 1. vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10190. Mat- 
thew Devett, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 11620. T. C 
Frazier, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11651. John 
L. Baldwin, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 11672. John 
Sheffield, 1 vote. 

Firemen's Protective Association, No. 
114'il. Frank G. Jones, 3 votes. 

Gas Workers" Union, No. 10036, 
Michael Flynn, 1 vote. 

Grain Workers' Union, No. 11407. 
Ern3t Bohm, 1 vote. 

Ice Handlers' Union, No. S467. William 
H. Pulsipher, 1 vote. 

Laborers' Protective Union, No. 11888. 
William Ritthamel, 1 vote. 

Lobster Fishermen's Union, No. 11881. 
C. H. Ring, 1 vote. 

Machine Hands' Union, No. 11933. Al- 
bert Van Dyke, 1 vote. 

Newsboys' Protective Union, No. 11566. 
Ernest Heasley, 1 vote. 

Newspaper and Mail Deliverers, No. 
9463. John R. Dunne, 9 votes. 

Rock Drillers and Tool Sharpeners, 
No. 11808. James J. O'Brien, 2 votes. 

Spring Fitters* Union, No. 11810. T. P. 
Farmer, 1 vote. 

Stenographers, Typewriters, Bookkeep- 
ers and Assistant's Union, No. 11597. 
Miss Agnes Wilson, 1 vote. 

Stenographers, Typewriters, Bookkeep- 
ers and Assistants' Union. No. 11773. 
Joseph T. Sherier, 1 vote. 

Well Drillers and Helpers' Union, No. 
11952. E. S. Wise, 1 vote. 

British Trades Union Congress. Wil- 
liam Mosses, D. Gilmour, 2 votes. 

Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. 
William V. Todd, 1 vote. 

Women's International Union Label 
League. Mrs Charles Hank. 

The following delegates represent or- 
ganizations that have not complied witu 
Section 2, Article XI, of the Constitution, 
and we recommend that they be not 
seated uutil such time as tne organiza- 
tions have been placed In good standng 
with the A. F. of L.: 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, 
International Association of. John T. 
Butler. O. H. Hill, H. W. Lcgleitner. 
Owe for Textile Workers' Assessment. 

Car Workers, International Associa- 
tion of. P. F. Richardson. Owe Textile 
Workers' assessment. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of North 
America, United. Max Zuckerman. 
Owe for September, 1905. 
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Garment Workers of .America, United. 
Thomas A. Rickert, Robert Noren, M. 
J. Chambers, Victor Altman. Owe Tex- 
tile Workers' assessment. 

Garment Workers* Union, Interna- 
tional Ladles. B. Schlesinger. Owe for 
September, 1806. 

Glass Snappers' National Protective 
Association of America, Window. James 
J. Towey. Owe Textile Workers' as- 
sessment. 

Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers' International Union of 
North America. A. B. Grout. Owe for 
September, 1906, and assessment. 

Mine Managers and Assistants' Mutual 
Aid Association, National. David Ross. 
Owe February, 1906, and assessment 

Paper Makers of America, United 
Brotherhood of. John M. Stoughton. 
Owe Textile Workers' assessment. 

Detroit (Mich.) Council of Trades and 
Labor Unions. David Klely. Owe for 
August, 1906. 

Fort Edward (N. Y.) Trades Assem- 
bly. James F. Fitsgerald. Owe for Sep- 
tember, 1906. 

Houston (Texas) Labor Council. W. 
T. Wall. Owe for June, 1906. 

Lawrence (Mass.) central Labor 
Union. Robert S. Maloney. Owe bal- 
ance of July, August and September, 
1906. 

McKeesport (Pa.) Council of Labor. 
Frank P. Boyd. Owe for September, 
1906. 

Newark (Ohio.) Trades Union and La- 
bor Council. William T. Curry. Owe 
for August, 1906. 

St. Paul (Minu.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly. Mat Comerford. Owe for 
July, 1906. 

Baggage Messengers and Transferers' 
Union, No. 10167. Charles M. Moffltt. 
Assessment not paid. 

Drain Layers and Helpers' Union, No. 
10336. John Cardiff. Owe assessment. 

Rockmen's Protective Union, No. 10681. 
Tito Pacelli. Owe assessment. 

The credentials of John Leonard and 
John R. Alpine, of the United Associa- 
tion of Plumbers, have been protested 
on the ground that they are not the reg- 
ularly elected delegates of the United 
Association. 

A protest was received from the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
against the seating of Mr. John J. Joyce 
as delegate from the United Trades and 
Labor Council of Erie County, N. Y-, 
until said Council complies with Section 
6, Article 7 of the Constitution of the 
A. F. of L., which reads as follows: 

"No organization or person that has 
seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled, by the American Federation of 
Labor, or by any National or Interna- 
tional organization connected with the 
Federation, shall, while under such pen- 
alty, be allowed representation or recce" 
nition in this Federation, or in any Cen- 



tral Body or International Union con- 
nected with the American Federation of 
Labor, under the penalty of the suspen- 
sion of the body violating this section." 

It is alleged in the protest that Local 
No. 132, of Buffalo, N. Y.. a subordi- 
nate union of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, re- 
fused to abide by the laws of the Buf- 
falo District Council, with which they 
were affiliated, and also refused to obey 
the instructions of General President 
Huber. and surrendered their charter on 
August 6 last, claiming that they would 
go it alone and Independent of any na- 
tional or international organization. It 
is further alleged that they procured a 
charter under the laws of the State of 
New York, and are affiliated with the 
United Trades and Labor Council of Erie 
County, N. Y., and are known as Wood- 
workers' Protective Union No. 1. It is 
further alleged that the Millwrights' 
Union No. 1, which Is also affiliated with 
the United Trades and Labor Council 
of Brie County, N. Y., consists of fined 
and suspended members of the United 
Brotherhood, also in violation of the 
above section. 

Your committee is of the opinion that 
the delegate should not be refused a 
seat, but we do recommend that this 
Conventlbn instruct the Executive Coun- 
cil to insist upon the Buffalo Trades and 
Labor Council enforcing Section 6. Ar- 
ticle 4. of the Constitution, if on inves- 
tigation the facts are found to be true, 
as alleged. 

A protest has been received from P. 
H. Cummins, First Vice President of 
the International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers, by instructions of 
his international against the seating 
of the delegate from the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers' International Union, 
averring that that organization is initia- 
ting blacksmiths and helpers, jurisdic- 
tion over whom has been conceded by 
the American Federation of Labor to 
the International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths, and at several points have at- 
tempted to take members into their or- 
ganization who are affiliated with the 
Brotherhood of Blacksmiths by intimi- 
dation and other means. Your commit- 
tee was of the opinion that this is a 
matter for adjustment) between the two 
organizations, with the co-operation of 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
so recommended the seating of the del- 
egate of the Carriage and wagon Work- 
ers, but recommend that the grievance 
submitted to the Credential Commit- 
tee by the Brotherhood of Blacksmiths 
and Helpers be referred to the Griev- 
ance Committee, when appointed, with 
instructions to endeavor to bring about 
an adjustment satisfactory to both or- 
ganizations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. J. McNULTY, 

G. SODERBERG. 
J. C. SHANESSY, 

Credential Committee. 
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It was moved by Delegate James 
O'Oonnell that that part of the report of 
the committee which recommended the 
seating of delegates from organizatons 
whose dues and assessments were paid, 
and delegates against whose seating no 
protest has been made, be adopted. 
{Seconded.) 

The motion was adopted by the unani- 
mous vote of the Convention. 

Secretary McNulty read a list of the 
delegates from organizations in arrears 
for per capita tax and the Textile 
Workers' assessment. 

Vice President Duncan— I move that 
this matter be left witlh the Committee 
on Credentials and the Secretary until 
the organizations named as being in- 
debted for per capita tax or assess- 
ments can appear before the committee. 
{Seconded.) 

Treasurer Lennon— While I am not fa- 
miliar with the conditions of all the or- 
ganizations whose delegates are not 
seated by the report of the committee, 
I have sufficient information in some 
-cases to know that payment at this 
time is absolutely Impossible. It seems 
to me, in view of the fact that these 
organizations have sent delegates here 
at considerable expense, and in view or 
the fact that they are willing to pay 
as soon as possible, It would be well to 
allow them to give the Federation 
notes, payable in a reasonable time, to 
cover the taxes and assessments due. 

I move as an amendment that the 
Secretary and the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, in acting upon the credentials 
that have been declined for non-pay- 
ment of per capita tax or assessments, 
be authorized to accept notes satisfac- 
tory to them for the payment of the 
-same in the near future. (Seconded.) 

Vice President Duncan— I shall have 
no objection to the amendment offered 
by Treasurer Lennon if it is offered 
later on, but to offer it now is an invi- 
tation to those who have not paid to 
tender a note instead of the money. 
After the Secretary and the committee 
have met the representatives of these 
organizations and have received the 
money from as many of them as can 
pay, they might then come back to this 
Convention and report who has paid 
and who has not, I take It the good 



sense of this Convention and the frater- 
nal feelings of the delegates will lead 
them to do what is right. I hope the 
matter will be allowed to go to the Sec- 
retary and the committee before this 
Convention deals with it. 

Treasurer Lennon asked permission to 
withdraw his amendment. There being 
no objections, the Chairman stated that 
the amendment would be withdrawn. 

The motion offered by Vice President 
Duncan was then voted on and carried. 

Secretary McNulty then read the list 
of the delegates against whom protests 
had been filed, and also the recom- 
mendations of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials. 

Delegate Mahon— I move that all pro- 
tests be left in the hands of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, and that the com- 
mittee be given further time to report 
on them. 

President Gompers— In some of these 
cases the committee has made recom- 
mendations. 

Delegate Barrington — I move that the 
two bona fide delegates named by th« 
Plumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters, John 
Leonard and John R. Alpine, be seated 
in this Convention. The protest against 
them has been offered by an organiza- 
tion not represented in this Convention, 
except through its national organiza- 
tion. 

Secretary McNulty— This protest wad 
handed to the committee but thirty 
minutes before the Convention was 
called to order. It was impossible for 
us to call the parties before us without 
holding up the Convention. We Intend 
to call all the parties before us, ana 
then we will make a recommendation. 

The motion offered by Delegate 
Mahon was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Huber— I move that the rec- 
ommendation of the committee in re- 
gard to the protest of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
against the seating of John J. Joyce be 
concurred in. 

The motion was seconded by Dele- 
gate Duffy and carried. 

Delegate Cummins — I have been in- 
structed by our Convention to enter a 
protest here against the seating of dele- 
gates from the Carriage and Wagon 
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Workers' Internatinal Union. If this is 
about to take the same course as the 
previous protest, I wish to say that if 
the delegates are seated it will be over 
our protest. If they are seated now 
and the Grievance Committee takes 
that matter up it will be difficult to un- 
seat them. 

I move that they be seated under our 
protest, so that later on, when this 
matter comes before the Convention, we 
can take action. 

On moton the report of tne Committer 
on Credentials on the protest ottered by 
Delegate Cummings was concurred in. 



President Gompers— The chair desires 
to make the announcement that Mr. 
David "Wright, of the International Ty- 
pographical Union Local No. 7, has been 
appointed Assistant Secretary; Mr 5 . N. 8. 
Glass, of the Local Union of Sheet 
Metal Workers. Sergeant at Arms, and 
Thomas F. Flynn, of the Boiler Makers 
and Iron Ship Builders, Messenger and 
Assistant Sergeant at Arms, subject to 
the ratification of the Convention. 

The appointments were ratified by the 
Convention. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
to meet at 2 P. M. 



FIRST , DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 P. M., President Gompers in the chair. 

First Vice President Duncan was called 
to the chair during the reading of Presi- 
dent Gompers' annual report. During 
the reading of the report, President 
Gompers was frequently interrupted by 
applause from the delegates. 

Secretary Morrison and Treasurer Len- 
non read their annual reports, which 
were listened to with interest by the 
delegates. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
list of committees appointed by the 
President: 

Committee on Rules and Order of Bus- 
iness — John Golden, Roady Kenehan, 
Thomas S. Farrell, J. W. Wood, C. J. 
Harrington, John M. Stoughton, Thomas 
J. Duffy, H. J. Wendelken, John J. 
Tierney, Wm. C. Davis, Philip J. Byrne. 

Committee on Report of President- 
Andrew Furuseth Collis Lovely, Thomas 
F. Tracy, James A. Creamer, John P. 
Frev. John S. Henry, James Wilson, 
George F. Dunn. Frank K. Foster, P. 
H. Sweet, John R. O'Brien. 

Committee on Report of Secretary— 
Jere L. Sullivan, R. A. McKee. George F. 
Tucker, Charles Dold. George K. Smith, 
P. H. Cummins, Arthur J. Whaley. 
Charles Hank, Fred Zepp, A. M. Swartz, 
Hugh Falrey 

Committee on Report of Treasurer — 
Lee'M. Hart John Fahy, Cornelius Wild, 
C. L. Shamp, L. K. Marr, Harry F. Shee- 
han, Michael White, James Freel, John 
Dudy, E. J. Dix, V. L. Berger. 



Committee on Resolutions — James 
Duncan. W. D. Ryan. D. D. Mulcahy, 
James F. Grimes. Frank L. Rist. D. A. 
Cary, James Wood, A. B. Loebenberg, 
Patrick J. Donnelly, Wm. E. Kennedy, 
A. E. Kelllngton. 

Committee on Laws — John B. Lennon, 
Jas. M. Lynch, D. A. Hayes, Max Mor- 
ris. A. J. Engel, Wm. B. Wilson. E. W. 
Miller. Alex. R. Mitchell, S. J. Thomp- 
son. Wm. Penje, Archy Grant. 

Committee on Organization — John 
Mitchell. J. W. Kline, A. Prlestersbach. 
Samuel Yarnell. John Fitzpatrick. P. C. 
Winn, J. W. Morton, Eugene Linxweller, 
T. J. Sullivan, Thomas Harrison, James 
F. Connelly. 

Committee on Labels — Walter MacAr- 
thun James P. Maher, Max Hayes. J. 
M. Barnes, George Bury. Louis Kemper, 
Emmet T. Walls, Wm. Steshle. Rudolph 
Schirra, Herman Robinson, Henry Bab- 
ltt*. 

Committee on Grievances — James 
O'Connell. Charles L. Balne, Wm. J. 
O'Brien. John Moffltt. Homer D. Call. 
Joseph N. Weber, Edward L. Jordan. 
Henry Jenkins, David J. Reid, John A. 
Powell, Albert Hibbert. 

Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies— Martin P. Higglns, Thomas L. 
Lewis. Edgar A. Perkins. Norman C. 
Sprague, Wm. B. Fitzgerald, A. O. 
Hill. L. W. Quick, A. Garrlepy, C. 
W. Woodman, H. D. Thomas, A.' Jo- 
hannsen. 

Committee on -Education — Thomas I. 
Kidd. W. D. Mahon, D. G. Ramsay. 
Frank X. Noschang Thomas S. Farrell. 
Edmund F. Ward. t>. C. Biggs. Robert 
S. Maloney. Wm. McFarland, James G. 
Cain, Stephen Chartt-es. 
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Committee on State Organization — 
Daniel J. Keefe, W. E. KJapetzky, Ed J. 
McCulIen. C. C. Douglas, Bmil Schaerer. 
George F. Tucker, John O. Walsh. E. 
K. Greenewalt. M. J. Noonan, Michael 
O'Donnell. Philip Kelly. 

Committee on Boycotts— Joseph Valen- 
tine, Owen Miller Henry C. Barter, 
Mrs. Mae Keough", W. H. Drinkwater, 
Jacob Tazelaar, H. L. Bichelberger, Hugh 
Frayne, Harry McCloskey, E. W. 
Leonard, T. A. Means. 

Committee on Building Trades— Wil- 
liam J. Spencer. Frank Duffy, J. C. 
Balhorn. Thomas J. Williams, Stephen 
Fay. Frank Feency. Thomas H. Lyons, 
H. W. Legleitner. J. S. Carder. Herman 
Lillien, Louis Merriman. P. F. McCar- 
thy, Frank Butterworth, A. C. Sanders, 
Wm. McSorley. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 



San Francisco, Nov. 18. 
Samuel Gomper*, President American 

Federation of Labor, Convention Hall, 

Pittsburg, Pa.: 

California Building Trades Council 
sends hearty greetings and congratula- 
tions to the American Federation of La- 
bor upon its twenty-fifth anniversary. 
Long life and increased power for the 
advancement of the world workers. 

r. h. McCarthy, 

Central President. 
(X A. TVEITMOE, 
General Secretary. 

After the distribution of Convention 
badges provided by the local committee, 
the Convention was adjourned to 9 A. 
M. Tuesday, November 14 th. 

The following are the reports of the 
President, Secretary and Treasurer: 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS' REPORT. 



Pittsburg, Pa., November 13\ 1905, 
To the Officers and Delegates to the Twenty-Filth Annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor: 

Fellow Tradb Unionists: In this great historic city, where in 1881 was laid the ground- 
work of our great Federation, fellow delegates and friends, representatives of the organized work- 
ers of America, I bid you welcome. Turning back our mental gaze to these years of work, and 
pain, and travail, the hardships endured, the sacrifices made, and the burdens borne, the advan- 
tages secured, the proud position attained, despite the lukewarmness of friends and the antag- 
onism of foes, must cause us the deepest gratification and the keenest pride. 

Here was made the effort to bring into some general, comprehensive form of organisation or 
federation the fragmentary branches of what then constituted the Isolated and divergent factions 
of the labor movement of America. All of those then assembled were not friends or advocates of 
federation. Indeed, some there were who prayed, hoped, and worked for Its failure. No tongue 
can tell, no pen portray, the hardships borne and the sacrifices made by the few men who devoted 
their energies and abilities to uphold, maintain, and work for its success. Lest we forget, I may 
be pardoned if I mention the names of William H. Foster, Robert Howard, Samuel Lefll ngwell, 
Lyman A. Brant, and a few others, to whom the merest appreciation compels me to pay the meed 
of honor and praise due them for securing for that eflbrt the veriest recognition and type of a fed- 
erated trade union movement. 

The mere statement thattherewere 114 delegates at the Pittsburg convention when our Federa- 
tion was formed, and that therewere but 17 delegates at the succeeding convention at Cleveland, Ohio, 
in 1882, will convey to all the conditions of the labor movement which then obtained. But be it 
said that at least those 17 men there assembled were true trade unionists and friends of federation, 
and unhampered they proceeded to their task. 

It is not my purpose here to become reminiscent of historic events In the labor movement of 
that day. The fact of our meeting in great industrial Pittsburg impelled me to recall what I have, 
for we are now In the home of our friends and our fellow trade unionists. Their hearts now beat 
in unison, their hopes and aspirations are one, with the great movement of the workers of our 
entire continent, upon the broad platform and under that benign banner of the American 
Federation of Labor, our Federation whose watchword is " Onward and Upward, whose hope and 
work are for humanity, whose Incentive is labor omnia vlnclt. 

As times goes on, more and more is expected from the deliberations and results of our work; 
heavier and greater become the responsibilities which rest upon us ; more and more do the toil- 
ing masses look to you, yearning and praying that their hopes for relief, for right, and for Justice 
may be fully realized. 

The labor movement represents in concrete form the discontent of the masses of labor with 
the unjust burdens they are compelled to bear; and though we must all be more concerned in 
those who participate with us in the duties and responsibilities of our movement, as well as the 
advantages accruing from our associated effort, yet we dare not and do not fail to appreciate our 
duty to our fellow workers, even though they manifest indifference to their own welfare and the 
welfare of their fellows. 

To the American Federation of Labor is conceded the hegemony of the American labor 
movement. We must prove true to our trust, true to the confidence, the hope, and the good will 
reposed in us. 

With pride and love for our own land, we may yet assume for ourselves the declaration that 
the world is our country ; to do good, our religion. 

From my experience of the growing Intelligence and Intense, faithful devotion of the men of 
previous conventions of our Federation, I am Justified in expressing the conviction that the dele- 
gates to this convention will prove themselves equal to every requirement, and at the close of 
our proceedings 8hall have earned and deserved well from their fellows now and hereafter. 

Custom and law provide that your president shall submit to you a report of his work, the 
standing and condition of our movement, the progress which has been made, and such other 
matters which may be deemed to affect labor in all its phases. How insufficient such a report 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



14 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

necessarily must be, and how utterly inadequate is this one which I shall submit to you, I am as 
fully conscious as anyone can be. In this report I have, however, endeavored to present to you a 
fair reflex of the labor movement of our continent, its work, its achievements, and its aims, and 
have made such recommendations as, after mature deliberation and the best Judgment of which I 
am capable, I feel should receive your careful consideration and action. 

OUR FEDERATION. ITS COMPONENT PARTS AND MISSION. 

From October 1, 1904, to September SO, 1905, we Issued from the American Federation of Labor 
the following charters : 

International Unions. ; 8 

State Federations. „ «~.. 1 

Central Labor Unions. 67 

Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions M * 216 

Total 287 

Two of these International unions were organized by us during the past year from formerly 
affiliated chartered local unions. Several other international unions became amalgamated with 
their kindred trades. At the end of this fiscal year, September 80, 1906, there were affiliated to the 
American Federation of Labor : 

International Unions _ —.... *118 

State Federations „ « 88 

Central Labor Unions 599 

Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions 1,046 



Total 1,796 

My last report stated that " we shall no doubt be confronted with the keenest opposition in 
the near future." This prediction has been fully verified. Despite the more general understand- 
ing that the trade union organization of the working people is essentially necessary to them and 
is of general advantage to all our people in the great work for the betterment of their material, 
moral, and social condition, yet we can not but deplore the fact that ignorant, vicious, and bitter 
antagonism has been leveled against our humanizing movement by a number of so-called 
employers' associations and citizens' alliances. These men, for their own Immediate and tempo- 
rary greed of gain, associate themselves in organization for the purpose of depriving workmen of 
that right and benefit. 

We should all devote ourselves more thoroughly than ever before to organizing the yet unor- 
ganized workers, and endeavor to bring them within the beneficent fold of union labor and organ- 
ized effort. 

We should aim to bring the unaffiliated organizations within the sphere of influence of our 
Federation, the best general organization or federated effort that has ever existed on our conti- 
nent; our Federation which, instituted in this city in 1881, has continued its uninterrupted path, 
progress,* advancement, and success to this day ; our Federation, which has not only helped to 
organize so large a number of our fellow workers into unions; which has not only secured economic 
and material Improvement In their condition, but has obtained legislative and administrative 
action, national, state, and municipal ; our Federation, which has sown the seed tof unity, frater- 
nity, and solidarity, by and through which the workers have a better sense of their duty to help 
them bear each other's burdens : to realize that in the advancement of their brothers' good they 
themselves are largely interested and advanced for their own good. We are proud, too, of the fact 
of having so nurtured and cultivated tbe general public mind that it has a better and higher con- 
ception of tbe rights and interests of the toilers. 

Tbe movement of labor as expressed and typified by our trade unions and by the American 
Federation of Labor, is constructive, not destructive, in character and achievement. It aims and 
works to build up character and manhood, and instils a higher conception of the duty of man to 
man. It proclaims as a cardinal principle, and acts upon it, that in this world of ours man can 
not live for himself alone, but that in fact and in truth it is the dnty of man to be his brother's 
keeper and helpmeet. To make man, woman, and child more noble, beautiful, and expectant of 
brighter and better days to come; to work on and give their effort to the attainment of these high 
ideals, so that today may be better than the day that has gone before, that tomorrow, tomorrow 
and tomorrow's tomorrow may each witness the inauguration of a better day— in a word, to con- 
tinually make life better worth living, is the work and the mission of our ennobling trade union 
movement, the American Federation of Labor. 

* These 118 international unions consist of, approximately, 27,000 local unions of their 
respective trades and callings. 
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STATE AND CENTRAL BODIES. 

In their respective localities our local central labor unions, assemblies, and federations are 
accomplishing a vast amount of good in the interests of labor and the people generally. These 
local central bodies are, to their respective local Jurisdictions, what our American Federation of 
Labor is to all America, a parliament of the wage-earners, where the needs of the hour and the work 
and hopes of the morrow are recounted and formulated ; where the best methods are devised for 
making the burdens of the toilers lighter, their homes and lives better, and for the uplift of the 
common weal. And this is equally true of our state federations. Recognizing this fact, our 
constitution makes it the duty of the officers of all International unions to instruct their delegates 
to become attached to chartered central labor bodies and state federations where such exist. While 
this is very generally enforced, yet there are numerous causes for complaint by both local and state 
bodies. In such instances compliance with the policy and the law should be more than a mere 
perfunctory performance. International union officers should insist upon compliance, thus giving 
the opportunity to their respective local unions to receive from and contribute toward the mutual 
advantages that must necessarily accrue. Bo far as concerns the directly affiliated local unions 
and federal labor unions, a failure to comply with instructions to become attached to central 
or state bodies should subject them to a revocation of their charters. If such locals fail to 
appreciate their duty and prefer severance and Isolation, a period of complete isolation would soon 
convince them of the folly of such a course. 

At the same time it may not be amiss to call attention that here and there a central body, by 
the pursuit of a course wholly repugnant and foreign to the Interests, the policy, and the purposes 
of the trade union movement, may shape its course to its own decimation. 

In connection with this subject, it is recommended that our local central labor bodies should 
adopt a constitutional provision specifically setting forth the time when adjournment of the 
meeting must take place, and also that no special meeting of the body shall oe held within twenty- 
four hours from the time of any regular meeting. Such a provision would relieve them of the 
complaint sometimes Indulged in, whether J ustifledly or not, that meetings are sometimes pro- 
longed far beyond a seemly hour, when a large number of members or delegates are forced by 
circumstances to leave the meeting room, and at which time, it is alleged, some of the most 
Important legislation is transacted. 

A provision of the character suggested in the laws of our central bodies would go far to remove 
such cause of complaint, if it exists, and in any event would prove generally and wholly helpful and 
advantageous. 

DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCAL UNIONS. 

The local trade unions and federal labor unions directly affiliated have been given every 
attention and assistance. As is known, they come directly under the administration of our office, 
and, so far as their trade disputes are concerned, they require the immediate attention of your 
president. It is true that we have not expended a large sum from our defense fund for strikes and 
lockouts, but this Js no indication of the number of disputes and contentions which have arisen, 
and which were approved and endorsed, thus entitling the members to benefits from the defense 
fund, but which have been averted and adjusted without the necessity of strike, and yet the righto 
and interests of the men fully safeguarded. 

It Is a fact wort by of statement and repetition that the establishment of the defense fund and 
its availability to be concentrated at any given point to sustain our men in the defense and pro- 
motion of their rights and interests, has had a wholesome Influence to secure them, without the 
necessity of resort to a strike. 

Employers have learned to hesitate to provoke a strike, conscious of the fact that their work- 
men are organized and have the resources to maintain themselves, or to be maintained by the 
Federation's defense fund. This fact in Itself should be a valuable lesson to all our unions, local, 
national, and international. 

As already stated we have chartered two international unions from formerly directly affili- 
ated local unions. Then, again, quite a large number of other local trade unions were directed to 
become affiliated with and transferred to international unions of kindred trades. Federal labor 
unions have done splendid work also in organizing where there are too few to organize a trade 
union, and wherever it has been shown to be advantageous to the workmen therein, they have 
been transferred to a local trade union. Federal labor unions largely partake of the character of a 
recruiting station for the trade union movement, and they have been helpful to their own mem- 
bers as well as to all labor. 

We are much concerned in and are devoting the larger part of our energies to the organiza- 
tion of oui fellow workers. In that effort we expended the sum of $61,604.29 during the past year, 
exclusive of printed matter, postage, and other expenditures involved in that work. 
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With us it hai not been the question so much of the issuance of charters as that when a 
charter is Issued it shall be an insignia of potency and ability to protect and promote the Interests 
and well-being of the men themselves and of all labor. An organisation of labor, brought Into 
existence lacking some degree of assurance of inherent strength and permanency and which is 
likely to be swept out of existence by the first and merest wave of opposition, would better not be 
Instituted. Such an effort is calculated to arouse the antagonism of employers who thereafter 
cruelly and mercilessly attack the previously temporarily organized, but then unorganized 
workers, and in their individual capacity, impose upon them worse conditions than theretofore 
they were required to endure. It is in recognition of these facts, demonstrated by the history of 
the labor movement, that we established our international unions for the better and more common 
protection ; and that we have in view the interests of the local trade unions and federal labor 
union 8 in their affiliation to the American Federation of Labor with its defens e fund to safe- 
guard them. 

LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 

The condition of the labor movement of the Dominion of Canada 1b constantly growing and 
becoming of a more satisfactory Icharacter, not only to our movement In the United States, but to 
the workers of the Dominion themselves. Its officers are pleased to note the steady advancement 
which has been made despite the fact that they have the same contention and opposition to meet 
as confront us. They also have similar problems confronting them such as citizens' alliances, em- 
ployers' associations. In the recent past they had in addition thereto an element which advocated 
a labor movement Isolated from that of the rest of the American continent. The officers of the 
Canadian Trades and Labor Congress call attention to the fact that this movement is now practically 
confined to but one person who finds time to tour the Dominion as an agent for the Canadian 
Manufacturers' Association. The officers confidently expect that in the near future this division 
will be entirely eliminated by reason of the growing intelligence of the workmen, who, in the 
beginning, attempted to enroll themselves in such an isolated body, but who have become con- 
vinced of its folly and have Joined the international trade union movement. 

I can do no better than to quote a part of a statement from Secretary Draper. It will give a 
more adequate idea of the attitude of the Canadian labor movement. He says : 

" In view of the active consolidation and aggressiveness of organized capital everywhere, 
every possible effort should be put forth to secure harmony and unity of action in the ranks of 
organized labor, for in proportion to the extent that these characteristics prevail and are recog- 
nized, so will be the strength and effectiveness of the international trade union labor movement 
on the North American continent." 

It should be stated that, apart from continuing the assistance by finances and organizers, it 
has been my purpose to be further helpful in every way within my power to the better organiza- 
tion and success of the workers of Canada, and to establish firmly beyond the power of opponents 
the unity and identity of our entire movement. 

To cement further the bonds of fraternity and brotherhood between the organized workers 
of Canada and those of the remainder of the continent, we interchange fraternal delegates, and we 
welcome most heartily among us Mr. William V. Todd, who occupies that distinguished position 
to this convention and who is with us now. 

PORTO RICAN LABOR SITUATION. 

Some improvement has come to a number of workmen in Porto Rico. Particularly is this 
true of a number of those working on the sugar plantations. This is due to a strike inaugurated, 
resulting in an Increase in wages of more than 15 percent. Though this may seem a large advance, 
yet when the wages heretofore paid is known, it can have no comparative Importance when such 
an advance is considered as applying to the wages of our workmen in the United States proper. 
That a forward movement has been made may, however, be viewed with satisfaction. We hope 
that with application and persistency more and better organization will be brought intoexistence 
and by every assistance which we may be enabled to render them, that they may emerge from 
their too long continued poverty and enervated condition to greater material advancement with 
Its attendant economic, social, and moral influences and advantages. 

That we may realize the impoverished condition of Porto Rico's workmen, it may be related 
that when the American Federation of Labor declared that in the construction of the Panama 
Canal America's workmen should be employed, I had interviews with Secretary of War Taft and 
Governor Winthrop, with a view to the employment of Porto Rlcans of whom so large a number 
were and still are unemployed. Governor Winthrop approved the suggestion and recommended 
it to Secretary Taft. Mr. Taft assured me that the proposition met with his hearty approval, and 
that he would cause an investigation to be made with a view of carrying it into effect Inasmuch 
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as nothing bad been done in this direction for quite a period of time, I wrote a letter to tbe Secre- 
tary to ascertain tbe cause thereof. To my utter astonishment 1 received from him the following 

letter: nr ^ 

War Department, 

Washington. 
Mt Dsar Sib : October 12, 1905. 

I looked into the matter of the employment of Porto Rlcani and found that so many of them 
were afflicted with anemia of a contagious character that we could not very well run the risk of 
employing them on the canal. _ 

Very sincerely yours, (Signed) Wm. H. Taft. 

Samttbl Oompbrs, Esq., 

President, American Federation ot Labor, Washington, D. C. 

When I returned from Porto Rioo and reported to our people the poverty and hunger from 
whioh I observed the people there are suffering, Interested parties, desirous of hiding the true 
state of affklrs existing among the people on the island, undertook to discredit my statements; 
and yet, more than a year and a half later, we have it from tbe highest official sources, definitely 
declared, that after due investigation and examination, so large a portion of Porto Rlcan workmen 
are so enervated from hunger, for anemia Is but another name for paucity of blood, occasioned 
by a lack of sufficient and nourishing food, that they can not be considered in the employment 
upon a great public undertaking. Indeed, a sad commentary upon the benevolence of our 
assimilation. 

Desirous of aiding our fellow workmen of Porto Rico, so that they may be in a better position 
to protect themselves, the work of organisation has been continued and Incr e as e d, and it is 
recommended that this work be continued ; that every other assistance within our power be 
rendered the working people and all the people of the island. 

In connection with this subject of Poi to Rico's people, it should be stated that a petition was 
practically unanimously adopted at a general assembly of duly-accredited representatives, and 
that this petition will be presented to our Federal Congress. The main features of that petition 
are for a larger share of self-government and a fairer recognition of the principle that Porto Rlcan s 
be placed upon a more nearly equal plane with all other Americans ; that the Insular government 
become more of a self-government, in full sympathy with and under control of our American 
government ; that as largely as possible the appointive administrative officers may be Porto Rlcans 
or those who have made Porto Rioo their permanent home ; who are Americans in all things, and 
yet Interested in and sympathetic with the Porto Rioan people; who understand them and their 
needs. I am strongly oonvlnoed that we should give their earnest, respectful petition our hearty 
endorsement and support. 

OUR MOVEMENT EXTENDED. 

On the continent of America our labor movement is expanding and extending to all, its 
beneficent influences. We have not only our international trade unions, with their nearly twenty- 
seven thousand local trade unions, but we also have our state, dominion, insular, and territorial 
federations, our 601 central labor unions, trades assemblies, and local federations. Our limits are 
no longer from Maine to California, from the Lakes to the Oulf, but we include the whole of the 
United States, Canada, Hawaii, Cuba, Porto Rioo, Mexico, the Philippines, and British Columbia. 
It is superfluous here to refer to the vast advantages secured by our International unions for the 
members of their respective crafts and callings— they have been more than thrice told. They will 
bear telling again and again, and it is strongly urged that our international unions, as a further 
illustration of the greater possibilities for good in the future by trade union unity under the banner 
of international trade unionism, should gather tbe material and data so that they may put their 
achievements before tbe world and demonstrate to the indifferent and to the scoffers and the un- 
thinking, as well as to the friends, the vast good already accomplished. 

INDUSTRIAL STAGNATION AVERTED. 

When we met in Boston two years ago the old-school political economists and thinkers 
foresaw a cloud threatening the Industrial horizon. Basing their premise upon existing con- 
ditions and the pursuit of policies of the past, they foretold that an industrial reaction, stagna- 
tion, or crisis was then impending. They assumed that employers would be " compelled " to 
reduce wages, and advised labor to accept the situation and thus, as they urged, " help to tide 
over the unhappy period." 

They who reasoned thus reckoned without their hosts. They did not consider the advance 
position which labor would take, but Ignored it as an equation in the determination of their wage- 
cutting policy. They could not see that it would act as a check to prevent the diminution of 
labor's consuming power. 
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Labor's declaration and action have been demonstrated to be the wiser plan. It proved that 
it is better to resist the Inauguration of a period of industrial stagnation and thereby prevent it, 
than to blindly accept it and then try to devise a means to emerge from it. By organized labor's 
attitude we have maintained a better parity between production and consumption. 

The unprecedented and Arm stand taken by the representatives of the hosts of labor at the 
Boston convention in declaring that wage reductions would be resisted and the very general adop- 
tion of that policy by our fellow workers, saved the day, and beyond perad venture of a doubt, 
prevented an industrial crisis with all its attendant suffering, povery, and misery. 

The service which the Boston convention of the American Federation of Labor rendered to 
the working people, to the employers, aye, to all the people of our country, is not yet fully 
appreciated, and to it has not yet been given the encomium of wisdom, foresight, courage, honor, 
and the benefit to man. Consistency and persistency on our part, coupled with time, will accord 
to our fellow unionists the high distinction and credit to which they are so Justly entitled. 

In my report to the San Francisco convention last year attention was called to the 
advantages resulting from our previous year's declaration of policy, and it was indicated that we 
were then not yet " out of the woods ; " that the advice and watchword should go forth from that 
convention to the toilers of our country to resist by every honorable and lawful means at their 
command, any and every attempt to reduce wages. Firmly and boldly and wisely the San 
Francisco convention reiterated and emphasized the declaration of organized labor's policy and 
polity, and It affords me the keenest gratification to record the fact that at no time in the history 
of our country have the people been more generally employed at gainful occupations and in the 
production of wealth or have been larger consumers of their products than at this hour and 
this day. 

Recently, one of the great magnates of high finance in our country predicted that in a few 
years from now we shall witness a financial and industrial panic unparalleled in the history of the 
United States. This forecast was unquestionably predicated upon the power which finance 
formerly wielded In industrial affairs, and based upon the policy of the former omnipotent power 
of financiers, and greedy, short-sighted, antagonistic employers, and entirely ignored the working 
men, the wealth-producers, in their organized capacity, as a new and potent factor. 

If the hosts of organized labor persistently pursue the policy of resistance to wage cutting; 
if we shall continue to press onward our movement to become continually larger sharers In the 
product of our labor; If we but prove true to ourselves and to each other, we shall continually 
gain the confidence, the respect, and co-operation of the fairer-minded and more intelligent em- 
ployers, confound the old conceptions of political economy, establish a new philosophy of life, 
labor, industry, and humanity, put to rout the seers of calamity, and prove their predictions to be 
false prophesies. 

LABOR, INDUSTRY, FINANCE. 

Already It Is discerned that finance has been largely dethroned from its all-controlling 
power over labor and industry. Up to a decade ago, if exposures had been made as have been 
made in the recent past, of peculation as well as speculation and of the corrupting influences of 
♦•high finance," a financial Ipantc, Involving an Industrial crisis and stagnation, with all Its 
attendant evils, would undoubtedly have been Inevitable. 

The time is happily passing when purely speculative finance can hold the dominating power 
to endow or undo industry. With more compact organization of labor, with more enlightened 
employers, finance is taking and will take its proper place and perform its proper functions, that 
of serving the purpose of real industry and trade, of being a real measure of value, a medium of 
exchange. Thus the relative position of importance Is being transposed, and industry and com- 
merce are coming to control and regulate finance. 

It is labor and industry which create values, money included. In finance, as in all things, 
the created thing should never be greater than its creator. The Frankenstein, the powerof finance 
which the people in the past created, has been given its proper limitations and power, and with 
Intelligence it will no longer threaten death or destruction to those who gave it the breath of life. 

LABOR'S KEY TO GROWTH, PERMANENCY, AND SUCCESS. 

Again I feel it encumbent upon me to impress upon the minds of trade unionists the necessity 
of making the unions of greater benefit and advantage to workmen, not only in the direct effort 
to maintain and advance their material condition in the matter of wages, hours, and conditions 
of employment, but also by providing a system of benefits for the membership and protecting 
them in all their vicissitudes of life, and to provide these, the necessity of establishing the pay- 
ment of higher dues in the unions. 

There is no good reason why our unions should not, apart from their protective, trade, and 
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labor features, become the guarantee to our members for the payment of benefits by reason of 
illness* unemployment, loss of tools, superannuation, traveling, death, etc., etc. 

Surely, recent investigations have demonstrated beyond question bow largely the wage 
earners of our country are mulcted by excessive premiums paid to so-called insurance companies 
and societies. Our unions, by their very economy of administration, by their experience, as well 
as by their mutual interests, do, and can, give greater returns for dues paid than any other insti- 
tution on earth. 

As against the objection of some who assert that these features are not the functions of 
'onions, is the answer that the functions of the trade union movement, in the Interests of the work- 
ing people are without limit. 

As against the aspersions of opponents, we fearlessly assert, and can easily demonstrate, that, 
man for man, or association for association, the officers and the great rank and file in our move- 
ment, are as honorable, high-minded, faithful, and honest as any of our critics or opponents, either 
in their individual or associated Hie. 

As against any notion that the accumulation of large funds for the payment of benefits as 
well as for protective features would prove temptations to dishonesty, the unions which have 
already established these features manifestly disprove. 

It may appear paradoxical, but It is nevertheless true, that there has been less dishonesty or 
maladministration in unions having accumulated large funds than in those in which large funds 
have been conspicuous by their absence. 

Unions having the foresight and wisdom to provide themselves with accumulated funds 
have also devised systems to check and prevent dishonesty. There appears to be no good reason 
for a union with small funds to devise such protection and checks. Paupers do not find it neces- 
sary to provide themselves with burglar-proof safes. 

Nor need we fear court decisions or suits at law mulcting our organizations and endangering 
the security of our funds, despite the flagrant decisions rendered within the recent past. Substan- 
tial funds once accumulated for provident as well as protective features, will compel better and 
higher regard for their sanctity by both the public and the bench. And if perchance through per- 
verse interpretation of existing law the funds of a union may be attacked, as was evidenced in the 
famous Taft-Vale decision of the British courts, it would undoubtedly result in our country as 
in Great Britain in so changing the law as to curtail the power of the Judges to wantonly attach 
the funds of organized labor. 

The advocacy of the accumulation of funds, the establishment of benefit features, and the 
necessity of higher dues in order to Insure the payment of such benefits, will, of course, lay us 
open again to the taunt of trade union opponents that we establish " dues-paying " institutions ; but 
the failure of any of our unions to render every financial assistance requisite, and for which the 
members in their organization have neither paid nor contributed, is taken advantage of by 
these self-same opponents, exaggerated, flung in our faces as a taunt of trade union Ineffectiveness. 

Organized wage-earners are not averse to the payment of reasonably higher dues to their 
unions, providing they can be guaranteed and feel assured that their interests as workmen will 
not only be protected and promoted, but that they may lean upon their fellow workmen In union 
to stand by them in all the ills of life ; lean upon them and receive their support, not as a charity 
doled out to them, but as a right received and toward which they themselves have contributed. 
The failure of a union to be of such substantial support to the workmen, is to them sufficient cause 
to lose faith and confidence in organized effort. 

It is a notable fact that unions which make least provision for benefits are those which suffer 
most through reduced membership resulting from either a trade decline or the loss of a strike, are 
the last to recover, and consequently the least effective in protecting the interests of their crafts- 
men. 

Unions adopting these benefit features should be admonished in the beginning against mak- 
ing such large promises which they may possibly be unable to fulfill. Nothing can contribute so 
much to the loss of the workers* confidence in a union as its failure to fulfill its promises. 
Almost any other association may close or suspend the payment of benefits to its members; 
a union, never. Time and experience may demonstrate that the union is able to pay higher bene- 
fits than promised in the beginning, when the change can then be made. . 

1 1 is gratifying to be enabled to state that much progress has been made by our international 
unions in the establishment of general beneficial features, the accumulation of funds, and the 
requirement of the payment of higher dues by their membership; but the advance is not satis- 
factory; it is not general; it is the duty of all to make it so, and thus insure the success, perma- 
nency, and continuity of our movement, make it of constant increasing advantage to our fellow 
workers, and a still greater benefit to all mankind. 
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRESS AND BROTHERHOOD OF LABOR. 

Nor can we be indifferent to the movement and the struggles of the peoples of all countries 
for Justiceand for right. Throughout the world the leavening process for the disenthrall men t of 
man goes on. In countries where the natural rights of man are respected, we find the great trade 
union movement gradually yet surely making for the economic, political, and social uplift. In all 
the world there is an awakening among men to assert and achieve the divine right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. As coming events cast their shadows before, so is that movement 
the forerunner of the doom of tyranny and autocracy in all forms. 

The centuries of tyranny and debasement endured in czar-rldden Russia are making way for 
a better time. It is indeed a commentary which all trade union opponents may take to them- 
selves that when all else failed to accomplish any tangible result for the people's rights, the much- 
abused, little-understood strike— the strike of the Russian workmen— achieved in short order, not 
only large material improvements in their condition, but political reform and regeneration. 

Due to the bona fide labor movement of the world, we are living in the time when there Is 
disappearing, and soon will be) eliminated, the last vestige of that type •* the man with the hoe/' 
and taking his place is the Intelligent worker, standing erect, looking his fellow man In the face, 
demanding for himself, and according to all, the full rights of disenthralled manhood. In no 
country have the workers done more than those of Great Britain and our own ; and to cement 
further the bond of unity and fraternity and Jointly to be helpful to our fellow workers of the 
world, the labor parliament of Great Britain— the British trade unions in their congress— send their 
ambassadors of peace to this convention of the American Federation of Labor in the persons of 
Mr. William Mosses and Mr. David Gilmour. We extend to them a thousand welcomes. 

' It has been my pleasure to correspond with the officers of the trade union movement of all 
countries and to hold conferences with those who may have come here. It is gratifying to know 
and to be able to report to you that the trade union movement is growing in numbers, power, and 
Influence for good in almost the entire civilized world. Corresponding with the secretary of the 
Trade Union Generalkommisslon (the Executive Council) of Germany, in response to the sugges- 
tion made for our fraternal delegates to visit the general trade union convention of that country, 
I called his attention that that was practically impossible, due to the fact that the dates of the 
British Trade Union Congress and the German were so widely apart that both the time and 
expense involved forbade even its consideration. He has recently advised me that his last con- 
vention changed its date of meeting so as to bring it within the range of practicability for the dele- 
gates to attend both the British and and the German Trade Union Congresses. The latter con- j 
gress is held biennially. 

Whether it be immediately practical for the Interchange of fraternal delegates is a question 
to be determined. Of its desirability there can be no question. Much depends upon opportunity 
and means. Sooner or later there must be a closer affiliation with the organized workers the 
world over, and certainly the Interchange of fraternal delegates will contribute much to its 
attainment. 

It is exceedingly gratifying to find that our American trade unions are, to a greater number, 
adopting the proposition of accepting for membership, without Initiation fee, workmen who come 
from foreign countries with clear cards issued by bona flde trade unions. This principle should 
become general and reciprocal. It will do more than all else to establish the brotherhood and 
solidarity of the toil era everywhere. We should encourage this practice to the fullest of our opportu- 
nities and abilities. 

LABOR AND INTERNATIONAL PEACE. 

True to our traditions as well as to our feelings for humanity, we all deplored the terrible 
war in the far east, and expressed our earnest hope that peace might come between the contend- 
ing nations. Our sense of right and Justice, our feeling of humanity, are outraged at the awful 
consequences of modern warfare, whereby hundreds of thousands of men are maimed for life or 
slaughtered. Our feelings are not lessened by the knowledge that the great sum total of men so 
destroyed or made useless comes from the ranks of the masses, the workers, and that thereafter 
the burdens and consequences of debts, and taxes to pay them, are drawn from the wealth pro- 
duced by the toilers. 

As we are not loth to place the blame of responsibility upon those who are indifferent or 
antagonistic to the cause of labor, to the cause of humanity, so, I am sure, we are in hearty accord 
with the sentiment of gratitude and keen sense of appreciation for the act of the President of the 
United States, who found the heart of the world akin to him in bringing to an end the frightful 
carnage and war between Russia and Japan. 

May we not look forward to the time, have we not the right to hope, that, all other means 
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failing:, the wage-earners of the world will be so thoroughly organised, and will understand their 
interests and their rights so well, that they will refuse to permit themselves to be arrayed against 
their brother workmen of another country for the purpose of serving the machinations of tyrants, 
whether political or commercial ? 

Organized labor stands for peace, industrial as well as international, carping critics to the 
contrary notwithstanding. We want international peace. All mankind yearns for It ; humanity 
demands it 

In our day there is no reason why international disputes should not be adjusted by a policy 
of conciliation and arbitration. We should and shall throw the weight of our influence in the 
effort to establish these means to avoid armed conflict, but if those in autocratic power wantonly 
seek to plunge their people into war, then the voice of the masses must be heard in emphatic and 
determining protest. 

ENMITY, WHERE FRIENDSHIP AND SYMPATHY SHOULD ABOUND. 

It Is my duty to report to you that another effort has been made to destroy the trade union 
movement and the American Federation of Labor. You and the other officers of our international 
unions and of the American Federation of Labor may be unaware of it; you may not know, you 
may not feel the effect, but as surely and solemnly as any act could be promulgated, the interna- 
tional unions, the trade union movement, and the American Federation of Labor were legislated 
out of existence at Chicago in June of this year. 

The natural organization of the wage-earners ; the historic development of associated effort 
of the toiling masses; the work of years and years ; tho only concentrated movement of the work- 
ing people of our time that has brought the toiling masses out of the slough of misery and despond; 
the organization that forms the only barrier for their protection against modern greed and avarice, 
and which has placed us in the splendid position of vantage we now enjoy— the trade unions— 
these have been decried and denounced by men who, hiding their vllliany and hypocrisy under 
the cloak of friendship for labor, bombastically declared and now boast that our unions must be 
disrupted, divided, and destroyed. 

And what the reason ? Because the American trade union movement declines to permit 
Itself to become committed to a speculative, theoretical doctrine ; declines the domination of our 
movement by fantastical doctrinaires ; declines to be made a tail to the kite of a political party, 
the head and front of which are out of touch and out of real sympathy with the struggles, the 
hopes, the real aspirations of the toiling masses In their effort to attain practical, tangible results 
in a rational and natural movement. 

And what the purpose? That in the destruction of the only genuinely protective organisa- 
tion of the working people they may become abjectly powerless, either to protect or promote their 
economic interests. The fool hope is entertained that in their desperation the impoverished 
workmen will inaugurate a physical force revolution and confiscate all property. In another way 
it is a repetition of the appeal and advice to the workers to " be content with their lot " here and 
now, and postpone their effort for material improvement to the sweet bye and bye of the hereafter. 
Qui te apart from the consideration of either the unsoundness or impracticability of their philosophy 
and doctrines, the whole history of man testifies to this one fact, that the more impoverished a people 
are, or become, the less capable and the less inclined are they to defend their interests and their 
rights; the less qualified are they to conceive them, defend them, or, If necessary, contend and 
fight for them. 

There are but two hypotheses upon which can be explained the conduct of those who 
endeavor to engineer the scheme of trade union disruption ; one, that they are incompetent 
derelicts on the Industrial sea. a constant menace to the trade union crafts ; or, second, that they 
are in league with the worst elements of antagonistic capitalism to render as effective servioe as 
they can to try and confuse, diffuse, pervert, and make trade union activity the least possibly 
effective. 

Some years ago we declared it superfluous and unnecessary to defend the trade union move- 
ment. Time has proven this a mistaken course. Men under all circumstances must defend the 
faith that Is in them, the cause which they espouse, and particularly is this true of the trade 
union movement, which has aroused bitter, relentless, and ignorant antagonism, and has been 
assailed on every hand by sordid greed, by the driftwood of professionalism, and the scuttling of 
pirates and buccaneers. Fortunately, the trade union movement of our country, though by no 
means as fully developed as we may hope for, is sufficiently well established and fortified, has 
earned and deserved the confidence and good will of our fellow workers, has done so much for the 
material, moral, and social advancement of the tolling masses, is so thoroughly respected by all 
the people generally, that it can look with disdain and defiance at the pronunciamentoes of 
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antagonism uttered, whether by the Parrys, the Posts, or by the palpably false political prophets 
and propagandists. 

It la because of the well-known fact that one may do more injury than ten can do good, and 
that It is easier to demolish than to construct, that attention Is called to this last declaration and 
effort made at Chicago. It is but. a repetition of numerous others gone before, and shows the 
attitude and betrayal of labor's interests by some of those who, under the garb of sympathy for 
the tollers, aim a blow at the very life of labor's citadel, the trade union movement. Though the 
effort prove abortive, it discloses the intent. This matter Is referred to here for the further 
purpose, not only that the facts may be known, but that all our fellow unionists and fel- 
low workers may more clearly understand oar movement and the purposes of our opponents; 
that the faith and the confidence of the wage-earners may be strengthened, to the end that advance, 
progress, and success may attend us all in the great work for the uplift of the entire human 
family. 

The trade union movement, which has been assailed as no other institution on earth, which 
has withstood capitalistic opposition as well as governmental tyranny, which has grown great 
and strong numerically and is an important Influence for good; the trade union movement, 
which has Increased wages, shortened hours of labor, and made conditions of employment far 
superior to those which have obtained in any period in the history of man ; our movement, which 
has compelled a better conception and a more enlightened public opinion regarding the wrongs 
from which labor has suffered and the rights to which the tollers are entitled ; that movement 
which has given our fellow-workers the opportunity, the right, and the power to stand erect and 
look the whole world in tbe face and declare themselves men, with all the attributes of manhood ; 
the labor movement, which has taken millions of children from the factory and workshop, the 
mill and the mine, and placed them in the home, tbe school room, and upon tbe playground ; 
that movement which has done so much and whose mission it is to accomplish more In the inter- 
ests of the workers and of the human family— that movement can not and will not be successfully 
assailed or its existence seriously threatened. It has a high purpose and mission to fulfill, which, 
beyond perad venture of a doubt, will triumph. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF AN "INDUSTRIAL" ORGANIZATION. 

It will be remembered that a few years ago a number of our federal labor unions and 
laborers' unions, induced by misrepresentations of a few lacking the knowledge of the trade 
union movement, left the American Federation of Labor and organized what they termed an 
international laborers' union, with the avowed purpose of bringing into that organization all the 
laborers of the country, regardless of their occupation or the industry In which they were em- 
ployed. How utterly absurd were their claim and position they then could not know. If their 
policy could have been brought to any degree of fruition, it would have all the sooner brought 
about its own destruction. It was a poor imitation of the old and now defunct " Knights of 
Labor." It would have prevented the organization, which we have accomplished, of a large 
number of international unions of the so-called unskilled trades and unskilled laborers. The idea 
entertained by its promoters was so-called Industrialism, industrialism carried to Its logical con- 
clusion. 

It has been the purpose of the American Federation of Labor to encourage, first, organiza- 
tion of workmen into trade unions ; second, to bring about international unions of such trades, 
crafts, and callings, and then to bring about co-operation and amalgamation of kindred trades. 
Along these lines much good has been accomplished, until we today see tbe great structure of 
the organized labor movement of America. 

The officers of this International laborers' union at the time of its formation made applica- 
tion for charter, which certainly could not be granted without stultification and general Injury to 
all workmen and the Intelligent and orderly growth and development of our movement. We 
could not grant a charter, or encourage the formation of an organization that would not only 
destroy itself, but others with it. Its claim to Jurisdiction practically covered all callings. 

Recently I had correspondence and extensive conference with the new officers of that 
organization, who recognized tbe mistake made in its early history and make-up, and the desire 
was expressed for a common-sense organization, based upon- the recognition of true trade union 
law, policy, and principles. It was frankly admitted that even in tbe institution of that " indus- 
trial" organization, industrialism, as understood both by tbe founders of that organization and 
as understood by some recent advocates, is fallacious, injurious, and reactionary. lamina 
position to entertain the hope that our fellow workers in that organization will under its new 
administrative officers work toward a closer unity with the trade union movement, the 
American Federation of Labor, and efforts to Its complete fulfillment should be continued. 
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AMALGAMATING INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 

The International Electrotype Plate Makers' Union has been In existence for a number of 
years. Early In the year it made application for charter to the American Federation of Labor. 
Inasmuch as the International Stereotypers and Electrotypere' Union is In existence, covering the 
major portion of Its own trade, as well as the electrotype plate making, and because that organ- 
ization has been effective in protecting and promoting the interests of the craft, as well as because 
of the inadvlsabillty of encouraging organizations to remain apart which could be more effective 
when united or amalgamated, the application for charter was not approved nor the charter 
issued. Efforts were made to bring about the amalgamation of the International Electrotype 
Plate Makers' Union with the International Stereotypers and Electrotypere' Union, and It Is a 
source of gratification to be enabled to report that that effort has been successful, 

A similar course was pursued with an application made by a number of coppersmiths' / 
unions throughout the country, who formed an International union and applied for charter. In * 
preference to issuing It, they were persuaded to become, and uow are, a part of the Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers' International Union. 

This has been and will continue to be the policy of the American Federation of Labor. Not 
by force, which usually arouses repulsion, but by Intelligent persuasion and helpfulness, we bring 
about unity and amalgamation among kindred trade organizations under the banner of one Inter 
national union, for the common good of all. 

JURISDICTION DISPUTES-TRADE UNION LAW. 

The question of Jurisdiction can not be said to have been largely or effectively Improved. 
True, many questions of this character have been adjusted, either by conference or by a more 
conciliatory policy being pursued by representatives of organizations In interest, and others again 
by arbitration and decisions rendered. It has been clearly shown that where moderation and a 
conciliatory policy have obtained, It has not been difficult to eliminate the cause of contention and 
the organizations thereby to cooperate to their mutual advantage. In the main, however, 
contentions have not abated, nor have decisions been respected or complied with* In view of the 
fact that the Executive Council will report to you In detail on this subject, an das I have extensively 
dealt with this question in my reports to former conventions, it Is unnecessary In this report to 
dwell upon it at length. 

It may not be amiss to call attention to a feature in Jurisdiction controversies which is so 
close akin to other phases of human life that it is an HI wind that blows no good. None will 
dispute the fact that with you I deeply deplore the Jurisdiction controversies, and particularly 
when they assume an acute and often bitter antagonistic attitude ; but that they have developed a 
high order of intelligence in discussion among our unionists, keen perception In industrial 
Jurisprudence, is a fact which all observers must admit That these acquirements and attainments 
will be of vast advantage in the administration and Judgment of industrial affairs, no thinker 
dare gainsay. 

One further comment and suggestion must necessarily be stated, that hurtful in any way in 
which Jurisdiction disputes may prove to the workmen of contending organizations, we should 
and must do everything within our power to prevent fair-minded employers, desirous of living in 
agreement with organized labor, from being made the subject and scapegoat of the hostility of 
either the one or the other of the contending organizations. 

It is true that here and there employers have endeavored to play one organization against 
another, and by pretended friendship refuse to deal with either. By this piece of cupidity they 
become a detriment not only to organized labor, but to their competitors in trade. But in any 
event, the fair-minded employer who desires to live in accord with organized labor should not be 
compelled to suffer the consequences of injury due to Jurisdiction disputes between organizations, 
and so far as the other type of employer is concerned, the opportunity should not be afforded him 
to take advantage of such a dispute by which he can shirk and place the blame upon any of our 
unions. It is trade union law and policy that fair employers desirous of living upon terms of 
amity with organized labor should not be made to suffer from inter-trade union disputes. 

THE UNION SHOP DEMAND JUST. 

We sometimes still hear the demagogic claim put forth by organized labor's opponents that 
the union shop, with its agreement with employers, is improper and unjust. Our opponents pre- 
tend that they stand for the liberty and the rights of workmen. That, as a rule, "open shop" 
declarations were accompanied or Immediately followed by wage reductions or the imposition of 
poorer conditions upon employes, is a fact patent to all who have given the subject thought and 
investigation. 
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is it not a novel position for tbe wont antagonists to labor's interests to assume that they are 
the advocates and defenders of the rights and the liberties of workmen? The mere statement of 
such a position demonstrates its hypocrisy and absurdity. 

Organised labor's insistanoe upon and work for, not the " closed shop," as our opponents term 
it, but the union shop, in agreement with employers* mutually entered into for the advantage of 
both and the maintenance of industrial peace with equity and Justice for both, is to the economic, 
social and moral advancement of all our people. 

The union shop, in agreement with employers, is the application of the principle that those 
who enjoy the benefits and advantages resulting from an agreement shall also equally bear the 
moral and financial responsibilities involved. 

In my reports to previous Conventions and in editorials In our official magazine, I have often 
dealt with this subject definitely and fully. Our Federation has approached this question intelli- 
gently and manfully. There should be no recession from our logical and J ust position. It should 
oe reiterated and emphasized. At the same time we should direct our effort stlL further and better 
to organize our fellow wage-earners; to instill In them the principles of duty well done— the prin- 
ciples of fraternity, solidarity, and Justice— to make our organizations of still greater benefit to 
them than is even now the case, and that by reason of greater advantages the unions will be more 
deserving of their good-will, respect, and confidence. Thus will the still lingering opposition to 
tne union shop be eliminated from the field of industrial controversy. 

EIGHT HOUR WORKDAY. 

There is no field of action upon which if we concentrate our greatest activity there will result 
so great advantages to all, with tbe least possible injury to auy, as the movement to reduce the 
hours of daily labor, tbe establishment of a normal workday of eight hours. 

From the Inception of our Federation we have voiced the demand of labor for a shorter work- 
day. In 1884 we called upon and urged all labor to endeavor to establish the eight hour workday, 
if possible, by agreement with the employers. We have been helpful to many crafts in estab- 
lishing tbe eight hour day ; the hours of toll for all have been reduced. 

With the wonderml Improvement in machinery and the application of steam and electrio 
power, our workers are producing wealth surpassing even the imagination, much less the expec- 
tation, of a decade or two ago. 

Living in a land fertile and bountiful as ours, with its ingenious and Industrious people, 
there can not be any good reason assigned why in our day the toilers should be expected or 
required to give to labor more than eight hours in a day. 

It is untrue to say, as our opponents assert, that wealth production would diminish with the 
enforcement of eight hours as a normal working day. In the report of the Secretary of Com- 
merce and Labor to the House Committee on Labor is incorporated testimony of employers who 
for a series of years had tested the practicability of the eight hour day. In no instance where a 
fair test has been given do employers vary in their favorable attestation of .its economy, wisdom, 
and practicability. 

In the construction of the battleship Connecticut under the eight hour plan, and the battle- 
ship Louisiana on the ten hour basis, the advantage has been to the former. In the Industries in 
which the eight hour day has been introduced, it has resulted in the greater productivity of labor 
per man, per day, per year. This has not only been demonstrated in our own country, but in 
every other wherever it has been introduced. In truth, it is easily demonstrable that a reduction 
of tbe hours of labor to eight does not decrease production, but on the contrary Increases it ; that 
the power of consumption and use of the products of labor are thereby Increased; which In turn 
will give to industry and production a greater impetus than they can receive in any other way. It 
out rivals by for the other markets of tbe world, to which so much attention has been given 
Opportunity for leisure and rest after a normal day's work develops a higher physical, intelligent, 
and moral manhood and makes for tbe social welfare. 

It is strongly urged upon all fellow-unionists, fellow workers, and friends everywhere to con- 
centrate and devote their energies to the movement for the establishment of the eight hour work- 
day. 

I recommend that the general introduction of the eight hour workday be made the chief 
subject for general discussion In our unions, central bodies, national and International conven- 
tions; that employers be approached with a view of their agreement thereto, and should that fall, 
that preparation In the meantime and thereafter be made to enforce the eight hour day by the 
demand of the workers. It Is our bounden duty by every means within our power to be helpful 
to our fellow workers in its enforcement. 
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PRINTERS' EIGHT HOUR MOVEMENT. 

The International Typographical Union is in the midst of a great contest to establish the 
eight hour workday in the book and Job offices of the trade, it having achieved the seven-hour 
workday in practically all newspaper offices where machine composition obtains. The Interna- 
tional Typographical Union sought to avoid the strike in which it is now engaged by every 
honorable means at its command. It has been provoked and anticipated by four months, owing 
to the autocratic attitude assumed by the employers in that trade associated under the title of the 
United Typotbetee of America. 

It is sometimes urged against our movement that we take an unfair advantage of employers 
not giving them ample time and opportunity so to arrange their affairs that they may be in a 
position to grant the reasonable demands of organised labor. Surely, in this instance, no such 
pretense can be offered, for in August, 1902, the International Typographical Union, at its conven- 
tion, declared for the eight hour workday to be introduced "at as early a day as practical." The 
membership was asked to make no contract beyond October 1, 1905, requiring them to work more 
than eight hours per day. The officers were directed to bring the matter before the employers* 
association " to the end that the eight hour day may be put into operation without friction." 

Subsequent conventions of the International Typographical Union declared, and repeated 
the declaration, its earnest purpose to introduce the eight hour day January 1, 1906, and this by 
agreement with the employers. 

At Its last convention the organization appointed a committee which by instruction appeared 
before the convention of the employers' association. That committee was treated with scant 
courtesy, and the overtures for a peaceful introduction of the eight hour day contemptuously 
repudiated. 

Then carrying out their plan of campaign, the employing printers in the book and Job trade 
began an attack upon printers 1 unions in several parts of the country. The hope was entertained 
that by attacking a union here and there and in advance of the time set, January 1, 19.6, the Inter- 
national Typographical Union would be unprepared to meet the employers. Realising the danger 
of these tactics if allowed to be carried out without any counter move, the officers in charge called 
upon the membership that wherever it was not in violation of existing agreements the printers in 
the book and Job trade working longer than eight hours should demand from their employers 
an agreement to introduce that system at once, or not later than January i, 1906. This 
resulted in a number of employers agreeing to the eight hour day immediately, or for its 
enforcement upon the date named. In a larger number of establishments strikes were Inaugu- 
rated. Since then the reports from the officers show large successes, many accessions to their 
ranks, and the eight hour day enforced In many of those offices. There are still several thousand 
of their members, with unbroken ranks, manfully contending for the eight hour day. 

At our last convention this matter received considerable attention, and It was the unanimous 
decision that every possible assistance, financial and moral, be pledged and given to the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union in its effort, and, if necessary, contest, to enforce the eight hour day. 
It was my pleasurable duty to attend the convention of the International Typographical Union, 
and to convey your fraternal greetings and proffered assistance ; to confer with its officers as to the 
best means by which we can all be helpful In this splendid movement; this movement which can 
but result in great advantage, not only to the printers, but to all who toil, to all our people. 

In the report which the Executive Council will submit to you, part of which many of you 
have already been advised, will be communicated to you the support we have already given and 
propose to give to the International Typographical Union in Its movement for the Inauguration of 
that potential force for the uplift of man— the eight hour workday. 

The printers have already largely gained the day ; they can and must be crowned with abso- 
lute victory, and It becomes our solemn and binding duty to help them achieve it. 

FALL RIVER TEXTILE WORKERS. 

For years the textile workers with drooping heads and heavy hearts looked forward to each 
recurring sesson with its prospective reductions In wages. In their unfortunate position they had 
almost come to accept wage reductions complacently and without protest. Taking courage from 
our Boston convention declaration, they resisted to the fullest a reduction of wages offered them 
in Pall River. How heroically they contended, few now know. How advantageously resulted 
the sacrifices they then made is only now manifest. It is true that they were unable to ward off 
successfully the reduction, but the strike ended by agreement and the ranks of the organised tex- 
tile workers of Fall River were maintained. 

It could but set our hearts aglow when report reached us that the Fall River textile workers 
have within the past few weeks demanded and secured an increase of 9 per cent In their wages. 
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or course, the result in itself is not so substantial as to cause exultation, but it is the beginning of 
the end for all time of the poverty and misery In the textile workers' past, and is the turn In i he- 
road to their better day; yet it can not be but gratifying to us all who participated In the San Fran- 
cisco convention and who witnessed that scene which made strong men weep, when the solidarity 
and fraternity of labor were manifested, and the substantial contribution voted to the striking tex- 
tile operatives. The splendid financial aid rendered was timely, magnificent, but more than all, 
the united hopes and sentiments of the representatives of America's hosts of labor went out to our 
brothers and sisters of toil then heroically struggling In Fall River. It encouraged and enthused 
them to still more strenuous effort, and Inspired them with that hope whose partial fruition has 
Just been achieved. 

THE UNION LABEL. 

The issuance of a label by our unions is at once a declaration of our earnest desire to serve 
all our people best, and a guarantee that the article it adorns Is the product of labor under the 
most sanitary and comparatively fairer conditions than otherwise obtained. It is an appeal to 
the sympathy and the co-operation of our fellows to be helpful in the work for material, moral, 
and social Improvement of all our people. In no more tangible way can a sympathetic pub ho 
render effective service to their brothers and sisters of toll than by demanding the union label. 
There is no duty which our fellow workers, and particularly our fellow unionists, should more 
cordially and consistently adhere to than the demand for the union label and the union card. 
Because uf the good it does and can do, because of its effectiveness as a potent factor in our life's 
work as individuals and in our organized capacity, we should, in our national conventions, inter- 
national unions, state, central, and local bodies, propagate the work of creating a healthier and 
more general demand and insistence for the insignia of honest, sanitary, and fair conditions of 
labor, the union label. 

WOMEN'S AUXILIARIES, UNION LABEL LEAGUES. 

The Woman's International Union Label League was, I regret to say, less active daring 
the past year than heretofore. This, no doubt, was due to Internal dissensions, by which the 
work has been neutralized. I have endeavored to adjust differences, but have only partially 
succeeded. 

It would be wise to authorize a representative of the American Federation of Labor either to 
visit one of the meetings of the executive board or to call a meeting thereof at some convenient 
time and place, and there and then effect a complete understanding and restore harmony, or to 
take such other action as will best serve the purpose of this organization. 

Recognizing the valuable aid of the wives, daughters, sisters, and friends of onion men in 
being organized into auxiliary bodies and union label leagues In every city and town throughout 
the country, we should organize and aid and encourage these organizations to the fullest. Wher- 
ever such auxiliary bodies or women's label leagues have been formed they have proven of inesti- 
mable advantage in furthering the work of organization among wage-earners, and have materially 
contributed toward Improvement In labor conditions. 

WOMAN WORKERS ORGANIZED AND ORGANIZING. 

You will be much gratified to know that during the past year there was formed an Inter- 
national league for the organization of women into trade unions, and that Its work has been 
attended with considerable success. It has been not only my duty, but a pleasure, to aid its 
officers and members in the furtherance of that work. True, many of its officers are not wage- 
earners, but are women and men who, anxious to help their sisters of labor, realize that that 
assistance can best be rendered by organization where they may be in the better position to help 
themselves. 

It is additionally gratifying to know that the advice given has been faithfully adhered to; 
that is, that this work of organizing the women toilers of our country should be carried on, not as 
a mere fad, a fancy or a whim, nor to have that movement diverted from Its real purpose, but that 
It shall be purely and truly a movement in co-operation with the American Federation of Labor 
for the organization Into trade unions of the women wage-earners of America. 

If more men and women, imbued with a desire to help the workers, men and women, out of 
the mire and misery of poverty and its attendant evil influences and tendencies, were to devote 
some of their consideration to be helpful in the organization of the wage earners, both men and 
women, Into trade unions, that in them and through them they may materially, morally, and 
socially improve themselves and their surroundings, more practical and tangible results for the 
betterment of all would be attested and recorded than in the provision for either missionaries 
abroad or for books for the workless or overworked workers here. 
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Though known to us» it is not generally understood, that in oar movement we accord fair 
and equal treatment to all wage-earners in any trade, craft or calling, and that membership Is 
accorded in our unions to women upon an exact, equal and impartial footing with men. Some of 
our unions, as an inducement for women to Join them, make both the initiation and dues less 
than those required of men. This is cited, not as an evidence of wisdom, for of this there is some 
doubt; for in unions we assert and stand for the principle of absolute equality of the sexes before 
trade union law and in trade union work, effectiveness and achievements. It is cited however, to 
show the trade union position upon this question ; nor Is it amiss to call attention to the fact that 
large numbers of women workers are already organized, both in mixed unions of the sexes and 
otherwise, and that in these unions the principle of equal pay for equal work is contended for wnd 
generally largely established. 

The Woman's Trade Union League will hold its second annual convention in this city during 
the time that this convention will be in session, and I would recommend that every courtesy and 
cooperation be extended which may encourage its members In their laudable work. 

TRADE UNION SCHOOLS. 

Education is regarded by all as the essential to progress and success, and this fact is equally 
applicable to the trade union movement. Much as has been said and done regarding the trade 
unions and the trade union movement, it is, nevertheless, true that there is not as wide or general 
a knowledge and understanding of the history, the struggles, the methods, and the work of our 
movement as should be. The misinformation upon trade union life, activity, and purposes is still 
too general and profound. And to this is largely due the unfair criticism and opposition of oppo 
nents, as well as the Inability of a number of our trade unionists often to defend themselves, the 
organizations with which they are connected, and the faith that is within them. Their confidence 
in and their Judgment of trade union work and objects is, therefore, sometimes weakened or per- 
verted, and they become easy victims to antagonists or sophists. 

I would recommend that our central bodies establish in their respective localities trade 
union schools where at least the elementary principles of the trade union movement may be 
taught; where a correct understanding of trade union history, struggles, and achievements may 
be demonstrated and impreased upon students; where the conditions of the workers of the past 
may be made known, and what marvelous changes and improvements have been gradually yet 
effectively wrought In the life of labor, and where may be instilled the knowledge that only by 
associated efforts, the honorable performance of duty, and by constant application and persistency 
can labor work out its salvation day by day in the natural development and evolution toward a 
better life; that progress is made, not by leaps and Jumps, but by the natural, the rational process 
of associated effort 

Coupled with such schools and as a part of their Instruction, the young boys and girls of our 
fellow work men would have the opportunity of coming to an understanding of the ennobling work 
and aspirations to which their elders are devoting their energies. With the establishment of trade 
union schools, leaflets, cards, tracts, elementary in their character, and books for advanced classes, 
could be prepared and Issued from the office of the American Federation of Labor and furnished 
at cost. 

Tb 1 8 suggestion, if taken up with energy and intelligence by the central bodies throughout 
the country, will open up vast opportunities for good and be helpful to a very material extent in 
preparing our fellow workers to meet and overcome their antagonists and more readily fit them 
for the intelligent and stout advocacy of true trade unionism, the light and hope of American 
labor. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL ROOMS AND UNION MEETINGS. 

In my last report attention was called to the dearth of ample and satisfactory meeting rooms 
tor the constantly growing organizations of the working people of our country. It was pointed 
out that the tendency of our union men is to have their meeting places disconnected from the 
saioons. The recommendation was made and adopted that the school rooms in our various 
localities should be utilized In the evenings for our unions. In but few places has this subject 
been taken up by our unions and central bodies. 

The subject is again commended to your favorable consideration so that it may be impressed 
upon our fellow workers everywhere, and by them made a public demand, that our public school 
rooms, when not in use for their primary purposes, may be utilized for this good cause. Meetings 
of workmen in our public schoolrooms can have but one effect, that is, the improvement in the 
morale of all, and without detriment to an 
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COLORADO SITUATION-WESTERN METAL MINERS. 

The Western Federation of Miners has not alone been ungrateful to the trade unions and the 
American Federation of Labor, but its officers have taken the position of bitter hostility toward 
us. From the then meagre funds the Boston convention, as an expression of good will, appropri- 
ated $1,000, and later, by authority of the Executive Council, I drafted and Issued an appeal to all 
the trade unions, trade unionists and friends, throughout the country, fur financial assistance to 
be transmitted directly to Secretary Moyer. 

Civil rights and constitutional guarantees were trampled under foot by the State authorities 
of Colorado. We felt a realizing sense that it was our duty to render every moral and financial 
assistance within our power, not only that the wrong, injury, and injustice complained of might 
be righted, but that still further action should be taken to prevent a recurrence of such infamous 
tyranny and invasion of the lawful and human rights of Colorado's people as was experienced 
by and meted out to members of the Western Federation of Miners. 

Our appeal for financial aid and the financial contributions of our trade unionists were made 
for the specific purpose and with the clear understanding that they should be devoted particularly 
to the legal defense of the rights of the men to test the legal and constitutional questions Involved, 
not only before the courts of Colorado, but, if necessary, the highest tribunal of our country, the 
United States Supreme Court. This purpose was plainly stated in onr appeal; that it was so 
regarded by the officers of the Western Federation of Miners is clearly manifest by the editorial 
in the miners' official Journal in which our appeal was republished with the caption, "American 
Federation of Labor to the Rescue," and also by Mr. M oyer's letter to me of October 22, 1904, pub- 
lished on page 81 of the official printed proceedings of our San Francisco convention. 

In that letter he said : " It is our intention to carry to the highest tribunal every legal pro- 
cedure that we have commenced. It seems almost impossible, however, to do anything at the 
present time, as everything Is hinged on the coming election. I think, however, that yourself and 
colleagues will be satisfied with our work before we are through." 

Up to this moment tbere is not a scintilla of evidence indicating the fulfillment of the 
expressed intention to carry any of the cases involved to the higher tribunals. As for the then 
pending election, it practically resulted as was desired— that Is, Governor Peabody's elimination. 
The conclusion forces itself upon the dullest as well as the most discerning mind that the awful 
Incidents which occurred in Colorado, and which should have prompted every real liberty-loving 
man to avail himself of every opportunity for redress and reform, Instead of being used as a 
means for securing better conditions for the workers, were indifferently and contemptuously dis- 
regarded and allowed to pass by In manifestations of impotent shrieks of hysteria, thus not only 
manl resting their bitter hostility to the general cause of labor, but also to the utter detriment of 
the metalliferous miners, the men to defend whose interests the organisation was formed. 

A merican trade unionists and their friends have reason to complain and feel keenly disap- 
pointed thai their contributions of thousands upon thousands of dollars have not only failed to 
be used for the purposes for which they were contributed (the important questions involved left 
hanging In the balance), but as asserted by many and not denied, that these funds have been ner- 
ve ned from their proper source and diverted to •• financing" a hostile movement, a movement 
having for its avowed purpose the destruction of the trade unions, the organizations and men 
which furnished the funds. In the light of what has transpired, the last sentence quoted of Mr. 
Mover's letter must appear to all as the purest Irony. He says: "I think, however, that yourself 
and colleagues will be satisfied with our work before we are through." 

We have the right to insist that the Western Federation of Miners shall prosecute, and if 
necessary, appeal the cases to the highest court of last resort, or give an accounting of the dis- 
position of the moueys contributed. 

The u Ha Irs of our organizations must be honestly administered and the funds devoted to the 
purposes for which they are paid, if we hope to maintain, and to earn to a still larger extent, the 
confidence and good will of our fellow workers. If, in response to appeals, our membership con- 
tributes voluntarily money for any purpose, and there be any misgivings or cause for apprehen- 
sion as to the proper disposition thereof; we may soon find our appeals made in vain. From 
various sources complaints reach us asserting and insinuating that the funds received by the 
Western Federation of Miners have been perverted to other purposes than that for which they 
were contributed, quite apart from the Instance to which I have already referred. 

In the interest of our fellow workers, because of the good name of organized labor which is 
involved, and still further, so that no injustice may be done any organisation, friendly or other- 
wise, I repeat, we have the right to insist upon an accounting. 

In referring to the situation of the labor movement of Colorado, it may not be uninteresting 
to say that unity has been established in the labor movement of Denver, under the Trades and 
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Labor Assembly of that city ; that the same condition generally prevails In the ©antral bodies of 
the state, and that at Its last convention three months ago the Colorado State Federation of 
Labdr became affiliated to the American Federation of Labor, and is now in poss es sion of its 
charter. 

No one has the right to assume or to infer that the American Federation of Labor Is hostile 
or unfriendly to the Western Federation of Miners or to any bona fide trade anion; bat when 
its former president declared that the Western Federation of Miners is not a trade union, 
and when his successor and colleagues practically make the same declarations and actually 
shape their coarse and the course of the organisation to oonform to it ; when it is borne In mind 
that that organisation assumes a most unwise and unfriendly attitude toward our movement, 
despite the fact that we have not only argued and pleaded with them, but have filled their 
emptied coffers with immense sums of money, have rendered them every moral and financial 
assistance within oar power, It must cause us to pause and inquire whether there may not be 
some action which we are warranted in talcing that will make the officers of that organisation 
come to a realizing sense of their duties to their fellow craftsmen and to all labor. 

We have nothing but the most friendly feeling for and interest in the metalliferous miners 
and their splendid manhood ; we have nothing but the kindest and most fraternal regard for the 
welfare of their organisation, the Western Federation of Miners; bat we have the right to assert 
that those entrusted with its affairs shall not render impotent or dismember the metalliferous 
miners' organization, or make it odious to the conscience of the union men of America. 

CHINESE EXCLUSION FROM ALL AMERICA. 

Perhaps one of the most momentous questions which will confront the American people, 
and of which this convention must take cognizance and deal with earnestly, Intelligently, and 
emphatically, is the campaign inaugurated in several quarters for what Is called a modification of 
the law excluding Chinese from entry Into the United States or Its possessions. Within the past 
year manifest efforts have been made in this direction, particularlyiinaugurated and stimulated by 
antagonistic employers and some of their associations. 

Information of an authentic character and from various sources has been communicated to 
our office showing that a carefully devised policy has been agreed upon and Is being carried out. 
Labor's antagonists realize the fact that American public opinion and sentiment are rally 
expressed in the existing Chinese exclusion law. They also realize that If the application of the 
law wa* sought to be modified so far as it applies to our mainland, It would arouse the opposition 
of the American people, and the effort Is therefore subtly screened by arrangement with the sugar 
planters of Hawaii, placing them In the position of agitating for a modification of the law so as to 
permit the immigration of Chinese to that island. 

It is seldom that a bold front attack is made in any effort of human activity, and our oppo- 
nents, through the pretense of the necessity for Chinese laborers to work upon the sugar planta- 
tions of Hawaii, entertain the belief that once the law is successfully attacked by so-called 
modification its entire structure may be eliminated. 

An agitation involving the expenditure of vast sums of money has been set on foot by the 
sugar planters of Hawaii, to which our antagonists on the mainland have largely contributed, all 
for the purpose of impressing the people of the United States, and particularly the members of 
Congress, with the supposed necessity for a change In the law so as to allow the Immigration of 
Chinese to the Sandwich islands. Not a fraction of money has been contributed or expended by 
the government of Hawaii toward the Immense amounts that have been and are Involved in the 
appointment of commissions, delegations, In printing reports, and other matter involved In the 
propagation of thought favorable to Chinese immigration. In their desperation, the sugar planters 
have endeavored even to suborn some representatives of labor. 

There can be no question but that Japanese immigration into Hawaii has had a most baneful 
Influence and result; but His a queer notion that will seek relief from the evils resulting from 
Japanese immigration and work by turning to the Chinese, and it shows a perverted conception 
of real economy, Justice, and Americanism. 

The information also reaches us that, in carrying out our opponents' policy, the sugar planters 
have sent an agent to visit various countries for the ostensible purpose of securing Immigrants to 
work on the Hawaiian plantations. The word '• ostensible " Is used advisedly, for the Instructions 
are given that few, if any, laborers are to be so secured, so that the claim may be made that no 
workmen can be obtained from either the United States or Europe, thereby making it appear 
that the only recourse is to the Chinese. A part of the plan of action is to maintain at the capitol 
In Washington a lobby coming from Hawaii for that purpose. 

It will be remembered that for a few years a similar effort was made in the Philippines, and 
that the conditions were presented In such a light as to make it appear that there was a real 
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necessity for the admission of Chinese to those Islands. Since the enactment of our present effective 
Chinese exclusion law and its complete application to the Philippines and the other insular pos- 
sessions of, as well as the United States itself, practically a quietus has been given to that agita- 
tion and supposed demand for Chinese'immlgration to the Philippine Islands, but the activity of 
the pro-Chinese is none the less today than it was some years ago. They have simply changed 
their plan of campaign from the Philippines to Hawaii. 

That there is no dearth of workmen in Hawaii is plainly evident from the figures contained 
in the census reports and from enumerations of the population made. The difficulty which pre- 
sents itself is the fact that the sugar planters, when deprived by law from securing Chinese 
laborers, turned their attention to the Japanese and imported them by shiploads. These are 
now found to be undesirable and destructive to the interests of labor, business, as well as the social 
well-being of Hawaii, Its natives and residents. No serious, honest effort has thus far been made 
to Caucaslanize, to Americanize, Hawaii. 

If Hawaii Is to remain American, and there are few who now doubt that this is to be for at 
least some long period of time, then it must become American indeed, sharing in whatever prog- 
ress and civilisation are enjoyed by our people on the mainland, as well as bearing whatever burdens 
may thereby be entailed in the process of the attainment of a higher, our common, goal. 

Today the great preponderance of Hawaiian 1l habitants is Japanese and Chinese, a small 
number of Europeans, with a small minority of Americans. With its position in the Pacific 
Ocean, it is the outpost to our American continent. In its economic and political aspects it must 
be made the barrier to Mongolian deterioration of the people of the Island Itself as well as the 
barrier to protect America's workers, America's people, and America's civilisation. 

Another feature of the plan of campaign of oar opponents is to make it appear that the 
Chinese are discriminating against the American products by a so-called boycott. That this 
scheme was disingenuously devised between the agents of labor's opponents here and a former 
representative of the Chinese government to this country and who is now in his own, for the effect 
it might have in influencing the Judgment of our people and Congress, Is now generally recognized 
by the well informed. 

The recent announcement in China that "the boycott will be suspended until after the Ameri- 
can Congress shall have had an opportunity to make the required changes in and modification o 
the Chineseexclu8lon law," clearly proves that the so-called boycott was declared by a few and 
existed In their minds alone and had no foundation in fact or enforcement, and was intended to 
be used as a threatening bugaboo for the weak-minded who may be led to believe that our trade 
with China would be injured or destroyed unless the United States does the Joint bidding of our 
antagonistic employers, the Chinese Six Companies of the United States, and Wu Ting Fang, the 
Celestial artful dodger. 

No one claiming to Shave any knowledge or experience of human affairs can seriously pre- 
tend to believe that a real boycott can be enforced at one particular period, and immediately, 
upon a simple assertion, be suspended or discontinued for a specific period of time. It is a fact 
patent to any observer that any attempt on the part of the Chinese to discriminate against Ameri- 
can products or to cease trade relations with us would be the greatest possible detriment to 
themselves. 

We all want the fullest and freest opportunity of trade with China, but it ought not and must 
not be either secured or maintained at the cost of the protection and safety of American life and 
American standard of civilization. 

Immigration officers, having learned from experience the various devices resorted to by 
Chinese unlawfully coming to the United States, have been compelled to suspect many Chinese 
laborers who pretended to be merchants, student* and those traveling for pleasure or information. 
And their suspicions have generally been verified. It is because of the well-known deception 
practiced and detected, that it is not difficult to appreciate the fact that a faithful American 
official, zealous in the performance of his duty, may have erred in suspecting and apprehending 
some one here and there of the accepted classes. That Instances of this character have been 
exceptional, is admitted by all ; that a flagrant case of this character occurred, is unquestionably 
true. That It is the duty of our government to prevent its repetition, is fully admitted. It was 
because of a case of this character having occurred that the President Issued his order last June 
through the Secretary of State by which Immigration officers are required to accept the vised 
certificates by their prima facie declaration that the Chinese coming to the United States may be 
admitted. 

Realizing from experience the deceptive means resorted to by the Chinese to come to the 
United States in violation of law, that they would take advantage of the President's order, the 
interpretation that they would place upon it, and also the interpretation which Immigration 
officers will place upon that order, that they would accept it in the spirit that the law was not to 
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be rigidly enforced, the matter was presented to the President by Vice-President Duncan and 
myself. The President declared that his only purpose was to ensure lair treatment to the exempt 
classes oomlng from China ; that if, after the expiration of about six months, there was any 
appreciable increase in Chinese laborers coming; to our shores, it would be fairly evident that an 
improper construction had been placed upon his order, that its terms had been misconstrued and 
taken advantage of, and that he would then not hesitate to rescind it. He declared that, in any 
event, he was opposed to any change in our national policy toward Chinese immigration. 

At this late day It Is scarcely necessary or profitable to present the reasons for Chinese 
exclusion. Surely, they are not appropriate here; but we can not stand Idly by and without 
protest permit the machinations of some who, lost to all conscious responsibility to their fellows 
and for an apparent immediate greed of gain, scheme to inaugurate a vicious policy which would 
Inevitably lead to the deterioration of our race, undermine our oivlUsatlon, and destroy our very 
lives. 

We make no pretense that the exclusion of Chinese can be defended upon a high ideal, 
ethical ground, but we Insist that it is our essential duty to maintain and preserve our physical 
condition and standard of life and civilization, and thus to assure us the opportunity for the 
development of our intellectual and moral character. Self-preservation has always been regarded 
as the first law of nature. It Is a principle and a necessity from which we ought not and must 
not depart 

Surely, America's workmen have enough to contend with, have sufficient obstacles con- 
fronting them In their struggle to maintain themselves in their humanising movement for a 
higher and abetter life, without being required to meet the enervating, killing, underselling, and 
underllvlng competition of that nerveless, wantless people, the Chinese. 

EIGHT HOUR LEGISLATION. 

Report was made to the last convention relative to our eight hour bill introduced by the 
then Senator L. E. McComas, of Maryland, and In the House by Congressman R. R. Hitt, of 
Illinois; that extensive hearings were had before both committees; that the Committee on Labor 
of the House had, by resolution, referred a number of questions to the Department of Commerce 
and Labor for answer and report. It was shown that the six questions submitted were absurd 
and contradictory in their very terms, and absolutely unanswerable; that it was the manifest pur- 
pose of the committee to shirk Its duty and shift the responsibility upon another department, and 
thus evade or avoid action. Though confident that the position I then took was accurate, yet 
frankness compels the statement that the thought was not entertained that the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Department of Commerce and Labor would so fully verify my position. 

Secretary Metcalf, of that Department, in his report to the House Committee on Labor, 
January 27, 1905 (document entitled, " Eight Hours for Laborers on Government Work,"), was 
compelled to say that except so iar as the attitude of labor toward the bill is concerned, the ques. 
tions propounded by the committee were not possible of Intelligent answer. In connection there- 
with your attention is called to the editorial published on pages 144 and 145 of the America* 
Fedxrationist of March, 1906, and also to Secretary Metcalfe report. 

It may be of Interest to state that it is common gossip and has been published In some of the 
newspapers of the country, that the majority of the Committee on Labor of the House of Representa- 
tives was appointed with the special purpose in view of side-tracking or killing any legislation In 
the Interests of labor. These matters have been brought to the attention of the prospective Speaker 
of the next House of Representatives. Protest has been entered against such a course being repeated, 
at the same time insisting that in Its make-up this committee of the Fifty-ninth Congress be con- 
stituted of men who are wiser, fairer, and more sympathetically inclined to the consideration of 
legislation In the Interests of labor. 

To you is referred the entire subject-matter for direction as to our future course toward the 
eight hour bill, and that the Federal eight hour law shall be made to apply, not only to all work- 
men, mechanics, and laborers employed by the Government direct, but also to those employed by 
contractors or subcontractors who do work for or on behalf of the Federal Government. 

EIGHT HOUR LAW VIOLATIONS. 

Representations have been made to the President of the violations of the eight hour law; 
that these have been permitted by the deparmental officers; that under a ruling of the Judge- 
Advocate-General of the army, be has declared it to be the duty of parties who think the law is 
violated by contractors to submit their complaints to prosecuting officers ; that " it is not the duty 
of the Secretary of War to institute proceedings for the violations of the act of 1892." 

We contend that it is the duty of the department officers to enforce the laws so iar as they 
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apply to their respective departments, and that particularly the eight boar law makes It unlawful 
and punishable for such officers to " require or permit" the violation of its provisions, and, there- 
fore, thus clearly showing that when the law has been violated, despite the fact that such officer 
has not required or permitted the same, it becomes his manifest duty to prosecute its violators. 

The hope is entertained, and efforts to that end should be continued, that the President may 
see the justice and wisdom of reversing the order of the Secretary of War, based upon the Judge- 
Advocate's opinion, so that it will become the imperative duty of department officers to enforce 
the provisions of the eight hour law, and that he will issue a general order, so that hereafter 
the eight hour law may be generally and uni formly enforced, and that government officers shall 
be required* to prosecute those guilty of its violation. 

BAKERS' TEN HOUR WORKDAY. 

Much chagrin was felt when the law of the state of New York, providing that workmen 
employed In bakeries shall not be employed for a longer period than ten hours in any working 
day, was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court of the United States. That law was 
enacted at the demand of the bakers, organized labor, and the higher public opinion aroused upon 
the subject. 

The law stood the test and was held as constitutional by the highest court in the state of New 
York. The United States 8npreme Court declared it unconstitutional by the narrow margin of a 
vote of five to four. The minority opinion of the court declared that ft la the most far-reaching 
decision rendered by the court In a hundred years, and that the principles upon which it is based 
could not and would not have been applied to any other interest. 

The scathing arraignment by the minority opinions of the decision and opinion of the major- 
ity of the court Is most interesting, and In the not distant future will finally undoubtedly prevail. 

It is not amiss, and It is gratifying to say, that what the court declared was unconstitutional 
In law has been successfully maintained and achieved in fact ; and the ten-hour work-day limit is 
enforced by the organised bakers of New York by agreement with their employers. It is no little 
satisfaction to be enabled to express my pride in having somewhat aided In securing this result, 
the court's decision to the contrary notwithstanding. 

May we not venture the hope that the bakers, whose occupation is known to be so ener 
vating, will more thoroughly organise, and by application and persistency reduce their daily 
hours of toil to a normal workday of eight hours? Surely, with modern appliances in the trade, 
long hours of labor can no longer be regarded as necessary or advantageous. 

INJUNCTIONS, THEIR USE AND ABUSE. 

Despite a number of bearings that were had upon our an tl-inj unction bill, H. R. 89, intro- 
duced in the House by Congressman Grosvener, the Judiciary Committee failed to make a report 
thereon. In view of the continued use or abuse of the issuance of the writ of injunction in labor 
disputes, there can be no question but that it is our bound en duty to Impress upon Congress the 
necessity of enacting a bill which shall relieve our fellow workers from the Injustice which so 
many are compelled to endure. 

Entirely apart from the unjust course pursued by the courts in issuing the injunctions of 
which we complain, they can not but have a baneful influence upon all our people, not only in 
having their lawful rights, one after the other, impaired and invaded, but because of the conse- 
quent lack of respect for the law and the courts, which bias and maladministration naturally 
evolve. 

We can not too often repeat our position upon this subject, lest by Ignorance or prejudice our 
attitude Is distorted for vicious purposes. There can be no question but that the process of 
injunctions is a necessary and proper function of equity courts. Their proper application is of 
Incalculable advantage to protect rights when there is no other remedy at law. The use of the 
injunction in labor disputes can not be defended upon the pretense that there is no other remedy 
at law for any offense which either workmen or others may commit. 

If a workman should commit an offense against the law, or if an organized body be guilty of 
the same, there is ample provision in the police power and in the law and the courts to apprehend 
the wrong-doer, confront him with charges subject to trial by a Jury of his peers; but workmen 
may be and often are enjoined from doing the things that they have a perfect, lawful right to do, 
and yet, when done, they may be guilty of having violated a court's injunction, and they may be, 
often are, summarily punished by fine or imprisonment, or both, and yet guiltless of any offense 
against the law. 

Aye, men may be charged with an offense of which they may be entirely Innocent, punished 
by the court with imprisonment for violation of the terms of an injunction, and yet when later 
confronted by a Jury, be honorably acquitted. Thus, constitutional guarantees which provide 
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against a man's Ufa or liberty being placed In Jeopardy twloe upon the same charge are flagrantly 
violated. 

There is no act which Is a lawful aet that a workman may do from which he should be 
enjoined from doing by an injunction of a court; there is not an act, If it be an unlawful act, 
which a court by its injunction may enjoin for which there Is not already a law with Its provided 
penalty. 

Viewed from any point, the Issuance of injunctions, as we have witnessed them in our 
country, can not be defended in either law or morals. 

There is no desire on the part of labor for extra consideration or leniency at the hands of the 
courts. 

We neither request nor desire immunity for any wrongful or unlawful aet when committed 
by a workman. 

We have the right, however, to demand to be regarded and treated with absolute equality 
before the law. 

We must and shall be content with nothing less. 

Oar worst and most bitter antagonists can not dissent from our protest against so vicious a 
distinction made in Injunction cases in the courts by which, upon a one-sided allegation, 
punishment is meted out to a Workman, which 1s never even made applicable when actions of a 
similar character are done by another. 

This question of the court's abuse of the injunction process Is in a most unsatisfactory con- 
dition, and will not be settled until settled right. It is the duty and the mission of the organised 
workers of Amerioa to enlighten the public mind, and to press home upon our law-making 
power the necessity for fairness, for Justice, and for the right. 

PANAMA CANAL CONSTRUCTION. 

The Boston convention of the American Federation of Labor, recognizing that our govern- 
ment Is committed to and will undertake the construction of the Panama Canal connecting the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, that it is one of the most Important public works ever assumed by any 
nation ; that it is designed to be American, not only in construction, but in ownership and control, 
declared that there are hundreds of thousands of workmen and laborers In America adapted in 
every way to the class of work necessary in constructing the canal, and urged that our own people 
be employed thereon. 

No one underestimates the difficulties Involved in the construction of the Panama Canal ; 
there can be but few who dissent from the claim that what the American people set for themselves 
as a task to do they will do. 

With my colleagues and others I have tried to be helpful to the government and to the 
officers in charge, so that no unnecessary impediment be placed In their path in the performance 
of their work. 

Investigations have been made by government commissions aided by representative trade 
unionists, and It has been clearly demonstrated, that before it will be possible for the actual 
construction work to begin, conditions more nearly conforming to civilized and healthful life must 
be Inaugurated ; that it then only will be at all practical or humane to ask, much less to obtain, 
workmen to go there. 

Through labor's efforts the decision has been reached that the federal eight hour law applies 
to, and will be enforced upon, the work of building the canal. Some carping critics, wholly mis- 
conceiving the climatic conditions, have complained that the eight hour law's application will 
prove detrimental. Certainly, if an eight hour workday Is deemed wise and economic, and all real 
students and practical observers are agreed that this is so, in a temperate climate, it must Inevita- 
bly follow that longer hours of labor than eight in the torrid zone of Panama must be unwise, 
uneconomic, and Inhuman, unless there be a total disregard of the health and lives of the work- 
men who may be employed in the construction of this great inter-oceanic canal. 

Then, again, there are some who would have our government placed In the questionable and 
Inconsistent position of regarding the canal and the canal zone as American territory, to which 
all other American law applies, and yet would hold that our American Chinese exclusion law does 
not apply. We insist that the Panama Canal and its zone can not be regarded as American in one 
particular and non- American in another. We are Just as intensely Interested as any others can be 
In the necessity for and the advantages that will result from the construction of the Panama 
Canal, but we equally insist that it shall be the result of American enterprise, American genius, 
and American labor. 

Wholly apart from the consideration of the law ezo udtng Chinese laborers from America, 
its islands and possessions, the economic, political, and social features must have a determining 
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influence. The experience which we in oar own country had with Chinese laborers on the Pacific 
Coast and elsewhere forbids the thought that Chinese should be employed upon the canal. 

Supporting our contention and position upon this question may be cited the awful results 
which ithe people of South Africa have experienced by reason of the importation of Chinese 
laborers into that country. No greater demonstration has been given of the accuracy and Justifi- 
cation of America's policy upon the subject of the exclusion of Chinese laborers than that which 
is clearly shown by the testimony of competent and impartial investigators and authorities regard- 
ing the Chinese laborers brought to South Africa. In connection with this subject your attention 
is called to a series of letters by F. H. P. Creswell, a civil engineer of world-wide reputation who 
represents one of the largest companies of Great Britain and who spent several years in South 
Africa. These letters are now printed in pamphlet form by P. S. King A Son, of London, under 
the title of "The Chinese Labour Question From Within." 

At a large meeting of representative trade unions lets of many trades and of wide experi- 
ence, held in the city of New York some months ago, which I had the honor to address, and which 
was followed by a general discussion of the subject concerning the construction of the Panama 
Canal, a number of important letters were read describing conditions existing in and along the 
territory of the can a I strip. Thereupon a resolution was introduced, discussed, and unanimously 
adopted as expressive of the Judgment of the men assembled. Because of the concrete, intelligent 
expression, and competent Judgment upon this subject, the resolution is here quoted: 

"Bmro/ved, That it Is the sense of this meeting that if the Panama Canal Commission will 
provide the best possible apparatus and scientific regimen In connection with the building of the 
canal, American citizens can, with comparative safety, do the work. We are opposed to the in- 
troduction of coolies or other Asiatic labor in any part of our country or its possessions." 

In view of the fact that many events have transpired since the last definite expression of 
opinion upon this subject by the organized labor movement of our country; this entire subject- 
matter Is commended to your thoughtful consideration for such advice and action as you may deem 
appropriate and necessary. 

LEGAL RIGHTS OF LABOR BEFORE THE COURTS. 

Often requests are made to us for financial assistance to retain attorneys In defense of the rights 
of our fellow unionists, and still more often are appeals made for us to take charge of the legal 
defense to prosecute In the civil courts the rights of our fellow workers. The cases in point are 
mainly where trade unionists, in the exercise of their lawful rights, have been engaged in disputes 
with employers, and have been enjoined by injunction processes. At times we have been asked to 
prosecute before the courts cases of injury and death which have resulted to our fellow workmen 
by reason of neglect and greed of employers and their agents; and, for its salutary effect upon all 
other employers, to secure relief and damages under the common and statutory law for employers' 
liability for so-called "accidents." 

In a few Instances, to the extent of our financial ability, we have made contributions. In 
most cases, however, it has been Impossible to comply. The funds contributed by our affiliated 
unions are so meager and infinitesimal that we find ready use for them in the work of organizing, 
agitating for the creation of a healthier public sentiment among all our fellow citizens in favor of 
the labor movement, and rendering by all means at our command the best possible assistance to 
our fellow workers, and this, too, upon the economic, legislative, administrative, and social field, 
wherever opportunity presents itself or can be created. 

However, the principle involved, that is, legal defense and prosecution, civil and criminal, 
in order to maintain and press home the legal rights of labor before the courts, is a most im- 
portant one, one which the American Federation of labor should unquestionably take in hand 
and systematically carry out. 

No good reason can be given why we should not establish a legal department of the American 
Federation of Labor at its headquarters and under the general direction of its president, subject 
to such advice and consent as may be necessary to receive from the Executive Council. 

A competent, sympathetic attorney with such assistance as may be necessary, could not only 
outline a general policy to be pursued In a given set of cases to be followed by our fellow unionists 
in their various localities, but also If sufficient funds are raised, it would permit us to retain 
attorneys In the locality, acting under the general policy and advice of the general department 
attorney, and also, If necessary, such attorney could proceed to the point where the case in ques- 
tion is to be heard and determined, either to lead or assist therein. 

A number of associations have been organized, partaking of an insurance character, which 
offer to defend workmen in cases of injury or accident and in the prosecution of claims 
which workmen or their friends desire to prosecute before the courts, but these associations, 
though presumably in the interests of workmen, are organized primarily for the profits that 
accrue therefrom. The American Federation of Labor in assuming such a function here outlined. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OP LABOR 36 

and which every law of common sense demonstrates to be one of the duties of the trade onion 
movement to perform, would conduct It entirely In the Interest of workmen or their dependents, 
without even the suspicion or thought of profit, but with the single purpose of defending and pro- 
moting the lawful interests of our fellow workers before the courts. These insurance, so-called 
legal defense associations of workmen, require the payment of a considerable premium. A com- 
paratively exceedingly small sum Is all that is necessary to be paid by our organisations into the 
funds of the American Federation of Labor, and far more satisfactory results would thereby be 
accomplished. 

I am fully persuaded that If the per capita tax of our affiliated international unions was 
increased one-half cent per member per month, so that the per capita would be one cent per month* 
and thlt Increased one-half a cent, or six cents per year, was held as a separate fund, to be utilised 
exclusively as the legal defense fund, we would be amply capable of establishing and maintaining 
such a department, and thereby vastly benefit our fellow workers, as well as give a great, moral 
impetus to the cause and the movement for which we stand. 

Then, again, the department would become thoroughly systematized, labor would be In a 
position to obtain the best and fullest advantage of systematic and competent advice from its own 
legal department, by attorneys in sympathy with our movement, supervised by officers whose 
only thought would be for labor's welfare. Such a department in itself would prove a valuable 
adjunct to the organized labor movement of our continent. 

This subject Is commended to your earnest consideration. If you should deem the project a 
practical one, I would recommend that it be enacted at this convention, enforceable and estab- 
lished, say, six months after the close of the current year, and thus afford our affiliated organiza- 
tions the fullest opportunity of conforming thereto. 

TUBERCULOSIS, ITS PREVENTION AND CURE. 

The San Francisco convention of the American Federation of Labor adopted the following: 

" Whereas the ravages of tuberculosis have made frightful progress in this country, and 
especially among the working class ; be it 

"Resolved, By this twenty-fourth annual convention of the American Federation of Labor, 
that the necessary ways, means, and steps be at once instituted to check tuberculosis, and, if pos- 
sible, entirely eradicate the same." 

Acting upon this declaration, Immediate efforts were made to secure every possible informa- 
tion upon the subject. I corresponded with expert medical practitioners and representatives of 
associations instituted to combat and eradicate this awful plague, for the purpose of obtaining the 
fullest information upon this subject. I also made personal visits to some sanitariums with a 
view of examining into the practicability of such institutions and the results achieved or achiev- 
able by them. It is a source of gratification to be enabled to say that more than a cordial co-opera- 
tion and a desire for still further co-operation and assistance were manifested by all with whom 
correspondence and conference have been had. 

Arrangements were made by which two representatives of the Committee on the Prevention 
of Tuberculosis of the Charity Organization Society of New York City appeared before the Execu- 
tive Council members at their Scran ton meeting, and the entire subject-matter was fully dis- 
cussed. An invitation was extended to that association to have a delegation of three appear before 
and address this convention upon the subject. If practicable or deemed advisable the entire sub- 
ject-matter should be referred to a special or one of the regular committees of the convention, for 
the purpose of further consideration and for the formulation of a report to be submitted to you for 
proper disposition. It is recommended that you at once: designate a time for this delegation to 
address you, which, by agreement, will occupy one hour. 

Experiments are being made in various parts of the country to test at once whether tubercu- 
losis (consumption) can be successfully fought by open air treatment, whether it can be done with 
comparatively small outlay, and whether this aid can be administered without subjecting the 
recipient to the humiliation of feeling that he Is a pauper. The humane, economical and ethical 
reasons for attempting to solve these questions are surely potent enough to call forth the 
greatest efforts. 

In the first place, the white plague, enervating as It does so large a number, and dooming 
the hundreds of thousands to an early grave, must arouse us and our fellows to action to combat 
its spread, and to endeavor to prevent its infection. This subject to us is of the utmost import- 
ance ; this terrible disease though colossal in its proportions, which has destroyed and is destroying 
the lives of thousands upon thousands of our fellow workmen, comes like the thief in the night, 
steals away our health and vitality, rendering us an easy and early prey to its poison touch. 
Particularly is this true of our wage-earners who, under modern industrial conditions, often work 
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long hours In unsanitary workshops and litre In unsanitary homes, and because of thetr meagre 
earnings, ean not secure for themselves and those dependent upon them the requisite nourishing 
foods so necessary as a barrier against this awful disease. No wonder that overworked men and 
women, their children and themselves underfed, fall an easy prey to this terrible plague. 

The most expert specialists who have considered this subject have declared that the main 
causes for the propagation of consumption and the difficulty of Its cure He In the •• over-crowding 
of the working classes;" that action of all associated effort, including legislation, should make 
for the enforcement of a larger minimum per capita air space In workshops, living rooms, schools 
and halls, and that these would lay the ground-work for better sanitation, ventilation, and sun- 
light for the prevention of tuberculosis. 

We who may be free from that dread disease, and who have not had the awful experience of 
having some one near and dear to us torn from our sides by the ravages of tuberculosis, may pos- 
sibly feel an indifference or a secondary Interest In this subject ; but If wear© mindful at all of our 
own health and the lives or those of our fellows we must have a dear conception of our duty and 
take every action within our power to effect Its eradication ; otherwise, lest by our indifference 
or neglect, It prove a scourge devastating in character and scope. 

It has been cleary proven that sanitariums located at great distances from the homes of 
sufferers are impractical, Inadequate, and unsatisfactory. Open air or tent life In locations near to 
where sufferers live has been found to be adequate, economic, and advantageous. 

It 1b gratifying to find expert testtmony Justifying the labor movement In Its demands for a 
shorter workday and leisure (relaxation from labor); higher wages to supply man's wants for 
better and more nourishing food ; better sanitation of factory and workshop, and more air space 
In which to work and live. 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR EXHIBITS REQUESTED. 

Binoe our exhibits at the Paris, Buffalo, and St. Louis expositions havereoeived such high 
commendations from thinkers and students, and have been awarded a gold medal and grand 
prise, requests have been made for an exhibit by the American Federation of Labor In almost 
every exposition held since. 

Invitations and urgent requests were received to have an exhibit In Liege, Belgium, for this 
year, but following so closely upon the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis it necessarily 
could not be accepted. 

We have also received Invitations to have an exhibit at the International Exposition at Tour- 
colng, Prance, as well as at the International Exposition at Milan, Italy. These two expositions) 
will be held at one and the same time, that is, In 1906. I have written the management of both 
expositions of the inexpediency of our participating in them. The management of the 
latter has replied that it Is found Imperative to Insist and renew the invitation, saying that 
«« as we know that our exposition would not be complete without your taking part. The organi- 
sation that you represent is far too important to be left apart, as the great struggles and conquests 
you have undergone will be such an example to the other organisations of the same character," 
and adds: '* Therefore, It does not seem just, should you not appear among the other exhibitors of 
the United States, which will make such a howingof the conquests of social economy In your 
country, for the American organizations are considered the best and most Important In the 
world." 

It Is quite evident that we can not have our exhibit In both Tourcoing and Milan at the same 
time. In both of them provision is made for the introduction of an exhibit without the payment 
of custom duties, and with the exception of new charts which would have to be made, our exhibit 
Is practically now complete. Of course the expenditure Involved mnst be taken Into account. 
However, the entire subject-matter is referred to you for such action as you deem best to take, 
whether to have an exhibit at either of the expositions or not at all. 

ORGANIZERS. 

I esteem it an honor and a privilege to again bear testimony to the splendid service rendered 
to the cause of labor, the cause of bums nlty, by the organizers of the American Federation of 
Labor. In the course of years I have issued not less than ten thousand commissions to organizers 
for the American trade union movement. In all that time I am within the bounds of the state- 
ment of fact when I say that not a score of commissions have been revoked because of wrong- 
doing. 

We have now 1,180 volunteer organizers, and 28 salaried organizers, directly commissioned by 
the American Federation of Labor. The tasks and duties of both are delicate, important, and 
often onerous. To attack the wrong, to espouse the cause of the weak, to defend and a<1 vooate the 
right under all and every circumstance which may arise, to be tactful, capable, and honest, are no 
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mean attributes and qualifications for any one. They are necessary tor a faithful performance of 
the duty devolving upon the men active in the labor movement, and these must be possessed to 
a marked degree by the commissioned organizers of our movement. I feel it incumbent upon me 
to pay this merest simple tribute to the faithfulness of a host of men who are unselfishly and 
heroically performing so marked a duty in the interests of their fellows and for the furtherance of 
their material and social welfare. 

THC LABOR PRIM. 

The labor press glves| constant evidence of its improving service to the cause of labor's 
Interests, and a clearer perception of the attitude and position it occupies to the trade union 
movement. There is perceptible improvement and efficiency as time goes on. There are pub- 
lished now 186 official Journals issued monthly or oftener by American international unions, and 
179 weekly labor papers, all devoted to the defense and advocacy of labor's interests, nearly all of 
which are stoutly espousing the trade union movement and the American Federation of Labor. 
Though better support Is now given to the labor press than heretofore, it is still of an unsatis- 
factory character. The service which the labor press renders our fellow-workers is incalculable in 
dollars and cents. In saying the right word at the right time to place labor's side before the world 
upon any given controversy or point at issue, many advantages are gained as well as the best 
possible showing made for the cause and the movement which, despite their nobility and 
grandeur yet, have too few friends and advocates. We can not too strongly urge our fellow- 
workers and friends to give the labor press loyal and tangible support. 

AMERICAN FE0CRATIONI8T-ITS POLICY. 

With the December issue of the Aisebjoan Fedebatioviet the twelfth annual volume of 
Its issuance will have been completed. As its editor, it has always been my endeavor to make its 
appearance and contents a source of gratification to our entire membership. In no year of its 
previous existence, I firmly believe, have we had more cause for gratification, because of these, 
than In the now closing year. 

The contributed articles, the correspondence, the organisers' and officers' reports, are con- 
tinually developing Into a higher order and a better character. When it is borne in mind that 
nearly all the contributed articles, whether of symposiums, correspondence, or otherwise, are 
given without compensation or honorarium, the beneficent influence the Ax bbicah Fbdbea- 
tiow ist wields, and the confidence and respect entertained for it, must at ones be realised. 

In the whole field of economic literature the Ameezcah Fedebatiohist Is conceded to 
occupy the highest plane. Students and thinkers the world over consult it, refer to it, and quote 
it as the authoritative expression of the American trade union movement, Um struggles, its 
methods, its work, its hopes, and its aspirations. 

A few months ago, through no fault of mine, it we*, impossible to obtain the figures upon 
which the chart giving the .state of employment and unemployment Is based, and it was omitted 
In one issue. Within a few days thereafter Inquiries were received from numbers of people, as 
well as from one of the great institutions of the country, which reviews and predicts industrial 
conditions, solicitously asking the cause of the omission, and desiring to know whether the actual 
facts and figures could be oommunioated in another way. This will indicate that what may be 
sometimes regarded as an almost insignificant feature in the American Federation ist is by 
competent authority looked upon as most important. 

The publication of the monthly financial statement, giving in detail the source from which 
every penny is received and the purpose for which every penny is expended, while giving the 
opportunity to carping critics to misstate facts, yet it instils confidence among our fellow workers 
and commands the respect of friends and fair opponents as to the honesty of our purpose and the 
administration of our aflhlrs. 

Educationally, the American Federationist has been of vast value. The editorials and 
contributed matter are generally republished by the labor press and, to a considerable extent, by 
the general press here and elsewhere. It is on file and in the archives in nearly every library, 
university, and college of America. 

To record and review the real struggles of labor, particularly the achievements of organized 
labor and what it has accomplished in the Interests of the working people and of all the people; to 
keep in touch with the real feelings and thoughts of the wage-earners; to reflect, defend, and advo- 
cate their hopes and their aspirations, I have endeavored to give the best thought of which I am 
capable. Nor have I failed to prick the baubles and bubbles or fad and fancies of spectacular 
theorists who, under the pretense of friendship, undertake to do our movement its greatest injury. 
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And as for oar open antagonists of the capitalist class and their spokesmen, I have allowed no 
opportunity to pass by to show how utterly oat of harmony are they with the progress and success 
of economic, civilized life. 

With a vast army of men engaged in a real struggle to enthrone justice and right, a set-back, 
even of the slightest significance, Is sometimes encountered. While it is well to know these and 
to have them In mind, yet it is the height of unwisdom to exaggerate them. I conceive it to be 
the duty of men holding Influential positions in such a great movement as ours, to encourage the 
great rank and file in their work and in the performance of their duty. 

The masses of men can not do valiant battle in a cause in which they have no faith or 
confidence of victory. As there is in every great cause or battle a rallying cry to stand together 
and courageously fight for the right, so In the labor movement I deem it our duty to call the y„et 
unorganized workers to the ranks of labor and unitedly and in federation, with the principles of 
fraternity, solidarity, and cooperation as our rallying cry, to gather the hosts of labor under the 
beneficent fold of the American Federation of Labor, and though gradually, yet surely, march 
onward and upward day by day to the highest ideals of human Justice, liberty, and right. This 
has been the policy and the purpose I have had constantly before me as editor of the American 
Federation ist, as president of the American Federation of Labor, as a union man, as a citizen, 
and as a man. 

The American Federationist having'been of such educational advantage to our movement, 
will additionally commend itself to you when you will observe in the secretary's report that it ha* 
been issued without financial cost to our Federation, and that there is for the year a balance In 
its favor. 

CONCLUSION. 

In concluding this report, I desire to take occasion to express my sincere appreciation and 
keen obligation to my colleagues of the Executive Council, to the officers and members, and the 
great rank and file of our movement, for their kindly support and fraternal, intelligent, sympa- 
thetic assistance and co-operation, without which, no matter who the man, no one could perform 
the duties or carry on the work with any degree of success. 

So far as concerns my own efforts and activities in defense and advocacy of our great cause, 
the cause of our fellow human beings, I can merely say that it has been my aim, unsparingly, to- 
give the best that was in me day after day and year after year so that you would have no cause for 
complaint, and particularly that I might always have the gratifying consciousness of having tried 
to perform the duties of my office to the best of my ability, to speak the word you would have me 
speak In the defense and advocacy of the cause of right, j us t Ice, and humanity. To that work, to 
espouse that cause to which I have devoted my entire life, I trust that I may be enabled to 
continue, whether as an officer, or as a man in the ranks. 

Tours fraternally, SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

President, American Fbdw&tion otLmbor* 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 



To the Officers and Members of the Twenty-fifth Annual Convention of the Amerioan Federation ol 
Labor: 

Fbllow Workmen— I have the honor to submit report to yon of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the past twelve months, beginning October 1, 1904, and ending September 80, 1906. 

It is with pardonable pride that I report at the close of this fiscal year, $114,266.46 In the 
treasury, the high water mark In the history of the Federation. The total receipts from all sources 
are $207,417.02, divided as follows: Per capita tax, 8113,978.32; supplies, $10,054.33; American Federa- 
tionist, $25,726.57; assessment, $40,285.02; defense fund, $16,966.63, and premium on bonds, $406.75. 
The expenses are $196,170.10, as follows: From general fund, $130,077.32; American Federationist. 
$24,929.86; assessment, $87,680.09; defense fund, $3,197.18; premiums on bonds, $285.65; leaving a balance 
of receipts over expenses of $11,247.62. The receipts for the American Federationist exceeded 
expenses to the amount of $790.71. Receipts from defense fund are $16,966.68; expenses, $3,197.18; sur- 
plus for defense fund, $13,769.45. 

The following is a summary of the receipts and expenses for twelve months, ending 
September 80, 1905 : 

RECEIPTS. 



Months. 



1904. 

October , 

November 

December.....^. 

1905. 

January „ 

February , 

March 

April... „ 

May ^ 

June .. , 

July 

August 

September , 

Totals 



Tax. 



$16,074 85 
7,715 78 
10,286 08 

4,840 21 
8,900 46 
8,510 47 
8,506 09 
6,029 18 

11,451 68 
9,067 14 
8,689 44 

18.868 69 



$118,978 82 



Supplies. 



$947 10 

882 74 

1,094 81 

1,065 82 
1,087 57 
1,115 18 
725 08 
989 15 
658 82 
684 08 
729 21 
675 42 



$10,054 88 



Federa- 
tion 1st. 



$1,518 68 
1,868 16 
2,561 41 

1,790 87 
1,945 47 
1,845 87 
1,762 21 
1,557 61 
1,254 17 
1,561 12 
1,806 85 
6,766 25 



$25,726 67 



Assess- 
ment. 



$2,470 70 
25,27160 

4,666 08 

1,270 81 

626 82 

64 01 

2,546 58 

665 

783 76 

964 29 

1,778 82 



$40,285 02 



Defense 
fund. 



$1,871 88 
1,819 55 
1,684 90 

1,82180 
1,125 85 
1,661 60 
1,871 65 
1,486 25 
1,328 45 
1,260 25 
1,811 05 
1,276 40 



$16,966 63 



Pre- 
mium. 



$25 00 
15 00 
85 00 

6126 
89 25 
48 75 
80 00 
54 25 
30 25 
1125 
32 50 
24 25 



$406 75 



EXPENSES. 



Months. 



1904. 

October 

November 

December 

1905. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 

Totals 



General. 



$12,965 23 
12,997 56 
9,656 51 



10,743 
11,480 
18,644 
9,920 
9,528 
9,818 
10,622 
8,307 
10,521 



$130,077 82 



Federa- 
tionist. 



$1,894 80 

199 94 

3,818 10 

1,060 13 
8,740 08 
2,696 82 
1,898 19 
2,221 17 
1,742 89 
1,974 89 
1.066 46 
2,627 89 



$21,929 86 



Assess- 
ment. 



$10,000 00 
17,038 53 

2,611 57 
4,029 99 
4,000 00 



$37,680 09 



Defense 
fund. 



$748 00 
156 00 



72 00 
108 00 
160 00 
150 00 
648 00 
268 00 

695 18 
292 00 



$3,197 18 



Pre- 
mium. 



$29 00 
88 00 

66 25 

48 40 
22 00 

87 00 



$285 66 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



40 REPORT OP PROCEEDINGS 

BECEIPT8. 

Balance on hand October 1, 1904......_ ....__ $108,017 94 

Per capita tax $118,978 82 

Supplies «. 10,064 88 

American Feder&ttontst «... 25,726 57 

Assessment. .. .. 40,285 02 

Defense fund 16,966 63 

Premium „ .. 40675 



207,417 62 

EXPENSES. $810,485 56 

General $190,077 82 

Ametica,n Feder&tioniat .... 24,929 86 

Assessment. _ ~. ..... 87,68009 

Defense fund. 8,19718 

Premium 285 65 



196,17010 

Balance on hand, October 1, 1906 .. $114,265 46 

In General Fund ~ ~~ $19,84906 

In Defense Fund ~. ^..... M ^....^. ~-~ 94,916 40 



$114,26546 



The following Is the grouping under their several heads of the detailed monthly expenses : 
Appropriations: 

United Garment Workers of America .. $4,644 28 

Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of America ~~ 1,146 Oo 

International Association of Car Workers.. 426 00 

International Freight Handlers and Warehousemen 150 00 

Texas State Federation of Labor 150 00 

International Glove Workers' Union of America M 100 00 

New Hampshire State Federation of Labor M . 60 00 

Metal Trades Council « „«~. 26 00 

Central Labor Union, Ponce, P. B.... M ~~ ~ 12 60 

Laborers' Protective, No. 11417 .. 2 10 

Rent _ 2,100 00 

Refund of charter fees and premiums on bonds, supplies returned, excess per capita 

tax,eto „ .. _~... 9910 

Premiums : 

Bonds, local 812 40 

Treasurer's bond «. 100 00 

Fire insurance .... „ „ 46 00 

Secretary's bond « „ ^. 20 00 

Legal services „ 1,000 00 

Newspapers and magazines 76 15 

Stamped envelopes : 1,027 20 

Freight and express ...... 868 O9 

Telegrams, etc « „ .. 747 19 

Supplies and printing for affiliated unions MM . 6,470 09 

Postage stamps 8,746 41 

Legislative expenses „ .—........„ ~. 1,489 60 

Office fixtures 444 55 

Organizing literature and printing 640 25 

St. Louis Exhibit (Including salary of attendant) 228 46 

Expenses of fraternal delegates to Great Britain and Canada. 950 00 

Expenses entertaining fraternal delegates from Great Britain and Canada 418 26 

San Francisco Convention : 

Printing proceedings 1,480 04 

Badges, decorations, etc „ 863 86 

Committee rooms. „„ „ „_... 68 00 

Stenographers 848 80 

Printing and supplies 191 76 

Rent of hall 400 00 

Services as messenger 48 00 

Services as assistant secretary 100 00 

Services as sergeant-at-arms „ 48 00 
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Printing proceedings. ... 

Binding proceeding* .. „.__ „ M 

Expenses secretary, trip to Pittsbnrg in reference to rent of hall, etc 

Expenses secretary, attending San Francisoo convention MM M 

Expenses president, attending Ban Francisoo convention.............^ _„ M 

Salary: 

President....™—-. .„ — .. .. ....^.....^ ... 

Secretary.. — „ -j-„,„ m „ ^. «. MM . 

Treasarer. .. —. 

Clerk hire ~. -.~~. ......... 

Stenographers .. - ..... .. .. „ w .. „. 

Services as special agent, Pittsburg convention.. M 

Janitor service ....... „ « „.. „ 

Office supplies and printing M .. 

Printing 25,000 copies officers' reports, Ban Francisoo convention (president's, secretary's, 

and treasurer's) „...—.. ... ....... 

Expenses: 

Executive council n^eetings M «...^^....„ .............. 

President. _—~ ~......~. .. .... 

Auditing and credential committee M 

Secretary „ MM ..... MM ......... .. 

Defense fond: 

Strike benefits ~ 

International Union of Building Employes of America. 

International Pavers and Hammermen.— MM . M 

Assessment: 

United Textile Workers of America. .....„.........._ M „ 

United Garment Workers of America. „„. 

United doth Hat and Cap Makers of America........ ~ M 

Organizing expenses _ — „_... — 

Printing and publishing American fsdaraiJoflirt M MM ........ 



11,616 06 

140 00 

80 00 

811 00 

266 96 

8,000 00 

2,600 00 

200 00 

9,114 14 

10,744 75 

1100 

16 00 

8,802 69 

672 66 

8,240 28 

1,45610 

068 64 

ISO 76 

2,947 18 
160 00 
lfltOO 

88,680 09 

2,000 00 

2,600 00 

61,694 29 

24,929 86 



Total.. 



~ $196,170 10 



RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 18S1 TO 1906. 
I herewith furnish a table, giving the reoetpts and expenditures for the past 26 years. 



Year. 


Receipts. 


Expendi- 
tures. 


1881 -~...~ -.. 

1882.... — .. 


$174 96 

125 00 

690 19 

886 22 

684 08 

474 11 

1.989 82 

4.512 66 

6.838 40 

28,849 74 

17.702 86 

17,834 51 

20,864 62 

16,846 43 

18,761 76 

16,290 18 

18,639 92 

18,894 15 

86,767 18 

71,126 82 

115,220 89 

144,406 21 

2V,802 98 

2P0.996 97 

207,417 62 


86 20 

252 25 

352 82 

65 07 

450 68 

610 68 

2,074 3) 

3,988 67 

6,578 88 

21.070 67 

13,190 07 

1K.324 69 

21,382 86 

17,3: 2 08 

• 15.612 42 

15,452 95 

14,118 83 

1H.197 17 

80,599 22 

6s,;;78 39 

11K.708 39 

119,086 74 

19fi.015 67 

203,991 15 

19*i,170 10 


1888 M 


1884 .. 


1885 - 

1886 - 

1887 - ~ 

1888 ~ 

1889. 

I860 ~ 


1891 

1892. 


1898, „„ 


1894 - ~..~ 

1896. 


1896 


1897 

1898. w 


1899. 


1900. ~ 

1901.. . . „ 


1902 

1908. 


1904 

1906. ~ 
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR HEADQUARTERS. 

The following statement shows that daring the twelve months ending September 80, 1906, 
there has been Issued from headquarters an average of 852 letters, circular letters, and packages 
per day, as follows : 

Packages of supplies forwarded by express and post. 8^41 

Packages of literature and miscellaneous supplies for organizers and others 14,841 

Official and circular letters in two-cent envelopes 77,646 

Circulars and circular letters in one-cent envelopes «. .-. 164,080 

250,817 
CHARTERS. 

During the twelve months ending September 80, 1906, fees have been received for 287 charter* 
issued to National and International, State, Central, Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions. 
Of this number three were granted to the following National and International Unions: 
Pocket Knife Blade Grinders and Finishers 1 National Union. 
National Brotherhood of Woodsmen and Saw Mill Workers. 
International Union of Pavers and Ram mermen. 



State Branches as follows : Kentucky. 
City Central Bodies as follows: 



Arkansas, 

Hartford, 

Midland. 
Connecticut, 

Derby. 
Florida, 

Jacksonville, 

Key West. 
Illinois, 

Benton, 

Breese, 

Eldorado, 

Litchfield, 

Mt. Vernon, 

New Athens, 

West Frankfort, 

Will County. 
Indiana, 

Collinsville, 

Jasonville. 
Indian Territory, 

Sulphur. 
Iowa, 



Fort Madison, 

Keokuk. 
Kansas, 

Arkansas City, 

Scammon. 
Louisiana, 

Shreveport. 
Maine, 

Madison, 

Rockland, 

Skowhegan. 
Massachusetts, 

Chlcopee, 

Hyde Park, 

Lowell, 

North Adams, 

Quincy. 
Michigan, 

Adrian, 

Cadillac, 

Ionia, 

Marquette, 

Muskegon. 



Minnesota, 

Bralnerd. 
Missouri, 

Cape Girardeau, 

MoDerly, 

Sedalia. 
Nebraska, 

Beatrice. 
New Jersey, 

Perth Amboy. 
New York. 

Little Falls, 

Mechanicsville, 

Plattsburg, 

Rome. 
North Carolina, 

Durham, 

Salisbury, 

Wilmington. 
Ohio, 

Bucyrus, 

Foatorla, 



Mahoning Co., 

Tiffin. 
Pennsylvania, 

Berwick, 

Charleroi, 

Danville, 

Hazteton, 

McKeesport, 

New Kensington, 

Norrlstown, 

Punxsutawney, 

Sunbury. 
Texas, 

Austin, 

Bridgeport, 

£1 Paso, 

Ennis, 

Sherman. 
Utah, 

Ogden. 
Vermont, 

Barre. 



CHARTERS ISSUED, 1897. 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1902, 1903, 1904, 1906. 





In- 
terna- 
tional. 


State. 


Cen- 
tral. 


Trade 
Unions. 


Federal 
Unions. 


Total. 


1897 


8 
9 
9 
14 
7 
14 
20 
11 
8 


2 

1 
6 
4 
6 
8 
5 
1 


18 
12 
85 
96 
123 
127 
171 
99 
87 


154 
129 
803 
484 
676 
698 
748 
179 
148 


85 
68 
101 
260 
207 
279 
896 
149 
78 


217 


1888 


208 


1899 „ 


449 


1900 


849 


1901 


916 


1902 (eleven months)... .....-»,-- T .„ -- 


1,024 
1,388 


^.:.!™ ™;.. : 


1904 


448 


1906 „.. « 


287 






Total 


95 


~~ 27 


748 


8,808 


1,548 


5,721 







Federal Labor Unions Issued ^. 78 

Local Trade Unions Issued « 148 

"216 
CHARTERS REVOKED. SUSPENDED, AND DISBANDED. 

Revoked— International Building Employes of America, and Federal Labor Union No. 
8921, San Pedro, California. Disbanded— Internationals, 8; Centrals, 88; Locals, 155. Suspended — 
Internationals, 1; Centrals, 8, Locals, 226. Ordered to affiliate with International Unions, 40. 
Affiliated with Internationals, 19. The Allied Metal Mechanics merged with the International 
Association of Machinists. 
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OP LABOR 



MEMBERSHIP. 

To more forcibly bring to the attention of the delegates the remarkable growth In the mem- 
bership during the past eight years, I have prepared the following table, showing the voting 
strength of the affiliated unions of the American Federation of Labor for the years 1897 up to and 
Including 1905. This table Is based upon the average membership reported or paid upon to the 
American Federation of Labor by affiliated organizations: 



Organization. 


1897. 


1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


1901. 


1902. 


1908. 


1904. 


1905. 


Actors' National Protective Union 










8 
45 


5 

61 


11 
118 

t 


11 
70 

t 

162 

286 

18 

105 

190 

820 

66 

66 

* 

806 

78 

11 

7 

8 

60 

1554 

55 

21 

102 

44 

6 

406 

«i 

29* 
* 
20 
12 
71 
b 
6 


11 


Allied Metal Mech. Int ~ 

Amal. Asso. of Marine Water Tenders, etc 

American Agents' Association — 


6 
......... 

20 
22 


7 

T 

21 
80 


9 

9" 

81 
40 


22 


a 

t 


Bakers and Confectioners' International....^.- 

Barbers' National Union ~ 

Bill Posters 


45 
69 


64 
116 


102 
160 


154 
208 
10 
70 
178 
297 
81 
61 


120 

2*7 

14 


Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood of.* 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders 


8 
18 
125 


8 
22 
94 
26 


5 
27 
48 
28 
42 


15 
51 
47 
86 
42 


85 
73 
88 
58 

47 


48 
95 
146 
70 
50 


100 
134 


Boot and Shoe Workers' Union 


820 


Bookbinders, International Brotherhood of,.. 


66 


Bottle Blowers' Asso. of U. 8. and Canada 




70 


Brass and Composition Metal Workers 


7 
100 

8 

1 




V 




100 
5 

1 


107 
10 
8 


183 
14 
4 


285 
17 
8 


291 
41 
9 


800 
55 

11 


840 


Brick makers' Alliance, National „ .... 

Broommakers' Union, International. 


41 
10 


Brushmakers' International Union 


7 


Building Employes of America, Int. Union of.. 
















* 


Carpenters and Joiners, a malgamated 


16 

200 

5 


16 

200 

5 

9 


18 

200 

7 

12 


20 

200 

18 

18 


26 
400 
25 
20 
10 


82 
800 
81 
28 
24 


46 

1090 

49 

24 

128 

55 

6 

888 

26 

* 

10 
"*72* 
5* 


48 


Carpenters and Joiners, United Bro. of. 


1482 


Carriage and Wagon Workers 


82 


Carvers' Union, International Wood 


16 


Car Workers, International Association of. 




60 


Cement Workers 










36 


Chain make re' National Union 








2 
821 

5 
200 


4 

889 

6 

260 


6 
847 

"US' 
20 
60 


6 


Cigar makers' International Union MMMM .... 

Clerks. Orderof Railway .«.. 


200 


266 


270 


414 

26 


Clerks' International Protective Asso., Retail. 
Cloth Hat and Can Makers, United 


27 


60 


75 


Clothingmakers, special Order of. 












* 


Commercial Telegraphers — 

Compressed Air workers' Union, Intl 












20 
12 


Coopers' International Union 


9 
5 


16 

7 


27 
10 


88 
12 


49 
12 


67 
12 


66 


Coremakers' International Union 


6 


Cutting Die and Cutter Makers' Interna- 
tional Union 


7 
8 


Electrical Workers, International Bro 


17 

7* 


20 
......... 

19 


20 


48 


78 


115 


188 
21 
142 
* 
9 
148 
48 
21 


210 
22 
176 

* 



180 
88 
21 
10 

a 

8 

16 

457 

** 

1 

17 
6 
11 
20 
8 
8 

."ST 

85 
7 

85 
42 
494 

135 
115 
24 
22 
59 
46 
26 
500 


210 


Elevator Constructors. .... 


22 


Engineers, National Union of Steam .... 

Engineers, Amalgamated Society of. 


18 
18 
5 
U 


27 
18 

7 
24 


48 
18 
10 
41 


65 
19 
8 
62 


176 

• 


Engineers, National Bro of Coal Hoisting 




* 


Firemen, International Bro. of Stationary 

Freight Handlers and Warehousemen. 






122 
84 


Flour and Cereal Mill Employes 














9 


Foundry Employes, International Bro. of. 














10 


Furniture Workers of America, Intl 
















a 


Fur Workers of the U. S. and Canada, Inter- 
national Association ot 
















4 


Furnace Workers and Smelters of America.... 










14 
154 
72 


9 
248 
71 


15 
457 

** 


15 


Garment Workers of America, United 


40 

78 


43 

70 

5 

8 


42 

75 

6 

8 


74 
80 
6 


819 


Glass Workers' Union, Flint 


** 


Glass Flatteners' Asso. of N.A., Window 


,! 


Glass Cutters' League of America, Window... 








Glass Workers' International Asso., Amal.... 




2 


8 




6 
9 
80 
8 
8 

'"UT 

85 
........ 

44 

891 

150 
160 
24 
80 
44 
48 
86 
400 


Glass House Employes' International Asso.... 








2 


Glass Snappers, window 














12 


Glove Workers. 














11 


Gold Beaters' Protective Union, National 


5 
2 


5 
2 


5 
8 






8 
2 


8 


Grinders' National Union, Table Knife 


2 


2 


8 


Grinders and Finishers' National Union, 
Pocket Knife Blade 


2 


Granite Cutters' National Union 


45 

60 


46 
60 


48 
60 


50 
60 


70 
78 


82 
80 


108 


Hatters of North America, United 


85 


Heat, Frost, General Insulators and Asbestos 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 


8 
47 


Horseshoers of United States and Canada 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes 


20 

15 

80 


20 
25 

80 


20 
20 

80 


21 
48 

80 


28 
106 

80 
60 
9 
20 
14 
82 
Di#ti 
250 


28 
191 

150 

it 

21 
23 
42 
22 

347 


42 
887 


Iron* Steel, and Tin Workers' Amalgamated 
Association 


100 


Iron Workers, Bridge and Struc, Intl. Asso... 


100 


Jewelry Workers' International.'. 








9 


7 


Ladies f Garment Workers, International 








18 


Lathers, Intl. Union of, W. W. and MetaL 








6 
21 


48 


Leather Workers on Horse Goods 


1 


4 


10 


40 


Leather Workers of America. Amal. 


10 


Longshoremen's Asso. of United States 


50 


80 


180 


200 


478 
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REPORT OP PROCEEDINGS 



Organization. 


1807. 


18*8^ 


1899. 


1900. 


M0L 


1962. 


1906. 


1904. 


1906. 


Machinists' Union of America, International.. 
Machine Printers and Color Mixers 


140 


100 


186 


225 


825 


855 


488 

4 
87 
12 


sm 

4 

128 

6 

16 

844 

158 

128 

96 

2^77 

4 

a 

800 

220 

4 

607 

12 

88 

87 


486 

4 


Maintenance of Way Employe*, Inti, Bw>, of.. 












46 
5 


120 


Marble Workers, International Association ot 












19 


Mattress, Spring, and Bedding Workers 












16 


Meat Cutters ana Butcher Worknwn, .• 


11 


10 


17 
15 
48 


82 
29 
50 
10 
1,010 


55 
45 
66 
21 
1,891 


84 
66 
84 
48 
1,854 

8 

269 

97 

8 
848 


253 

126 

128 

87 

2,178 

7 
800 
140 

4 
586 


02 


Metal Workers' Intl. Asso., Amal. Sheet. 


180 


Metal Polishers, Buffers, and Platers, etc 

Metal Workers' International Union, United 


86 


42 


106 
261$ 


Mine Workers of America. United.....'. 


140 


160 


400 


Mine Mgrs. and Assts. Mutual Aid Asso 


4 


Mineral Mine Workers, United 


28 

120 

46 


7 

120 

* 60 


6 
150 
60 


6 
150 
62 

4 
280 


4 

160 

81 

5 

280 


«* 


Moulders' Union of N. A., Iron 


800 


Musicians, American Federation of. 


806 


OH and Gas Well Workers' Union, Intl.... 


4 


Painters of America, Brotherhood' of. 


60 


48 


46 


642 


Paper Box Workers,' International Union of... 


9 


Papermakers, Unlfeed Brotherhood of. 


1 
10 


I 
18 


1 
16 


4 
22 


18 
28 


41 
28 


107 
29 


60 


Patternmakers' National League. 


86 


Pavers and Rammermen, TntT. Union of. 


10 


PavingCutters' Union of U. 8. A 










1 


2 


9 


12 
17 
99 

• 

166 

n 

66 
e 
160 
10 
8 
4 

8 

6 

800 

8 

2 

8 

201 

14 

84 

66 

7 

8 
26 

• 

24 
17 
2 

160 
840 
150 

60 
17 
16 
2 
66 

15 

16 
467 

80 
8 
d 
1 
8 

tt 


18 


Photo-Engravers' Union of N. A., Intl.... 










22 


Piano and Organ Workers' Union 












67 


66 

5 

152 

n 

61 


90 


Pilots' Association 












* 


Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters, etc........ 

Potters, Stoneware 


40 
. 1 


40 

1 


40 
1 


46 

1 


87 


126 


160 
ft 


Powder and High Explosive Workers 

Potters. National Brotherhood of Operative.... 




4 
40 


* 


22 


29 


66 


Potter** National Union Of AmeH«a,,,-„ .„„„„„ 


2 
60 


2 

68 

4 


o 


Printing Pressmen, International M 

Printers, Plate of u. s. A H National.... ..„„.. 


72 
4 


91 
6 


100 

7 


119 
7 


144 
9 
8 

4 

a 

18 

266 

14 

10 

8 

189 

13 

26 

80 

6 

8 
26 

* 

21 

16 

1 

188 

820 

' 96 

180 

46 

14 

18 

2 

52 

16 

15 

4S5 

25 

4 


170 
11 


Print Cotters 




4 


Printers, Machine Textile *. ...... 














4 


Quarrymen's National Union 

Quarry Workers' International ...» 

Hallway Clerks „ 


4 


4 










4+ 










tt 


Railway Employes' Amal. Asso., Street. 

Railway Expressmen „„„,,„ 


28 


80 


80 


86 


48 


96 


806 
tt 


Rubber Workers .........„.\... 














i 


Saw Smiths' Union of America „ 

Seamen's Union of America, Intl.~ - 

Shingle Weavers. 


'""if 


"**40" 


....._. 


.....**. 


"~8a" 


8 
99 


8 

196 
16 


Shipwrights, Joiners, and Calkers.. . M ..^... 

Shirt, Waist, and Laundry Workers. 

Slate and Tile Roofers ..„ 







••••—- 


...„.,.. 


~"iT 


....g.. 


24 
46 
6 


Slate Workers 














9 


Spinners' Association, Cotton Mule 

Strain and Hot Water Fitter* and Helpers 


M 


24 


21 
20 


24 

18 


16 


26 
16 
18 
16 


22 

* 


Stereotypers and Electrotypers' Union of N.A. 
Stove M^nntem 1 International Union.. 






28 


7 


6 


6 


9 


18 


16 


Tackmakers 


2 


Tailors' Union of America, Journeymen......... 

Teamsters. International Brotherhood of. 


50 


60 


60 
17 
80 
22 
80 
8 
17 


78 
47 
80 
84 
80 
4 
21 


98 
94 
80 
27 
88 
7 
20 


109 
188 
80 
106 
44 
11 
21 


160 
788 


Telegraphers, Order of Railroad 






160 


Textile workers of A.. National Union of. 

Theatrical Stage Employes, National 


27 
20 


26 

28 

2 


100 
66 


Tile Layers ami Helpers' Intl. Union. 


14 


Tin Plate Workers, international Protective.. 




14 


Tip Printers 






2 


Tobacco Workers* Union of America 


41 


46 


41 


60 
8 


43 
8 


41 

5 

898 
18 

4 


6* 


Travelers' Goods and Leather Novelty Work- 
ers' International Union of A 


18 










tt 


Typographical Union, International 


281 


289 


810 


829 
18 
5 


865 
18 
6 
3 
2 
2 


4*7 


Upholsterers. International Union of. 


26 


Watch Case Engravers, International 








8 










d 


Weavers, Amalgamated Association of Web.. 
Wire Weavers' Protective, American 


8 


8 


8 


8 
2 


2 
2 


1 
8 


1 
8 


Wire Drawers of America, Fed. Asso. of 

Woodsmen And Saw Mill Workers, Interna- 


6 


8 


5 


tt 










11 


Wood Workers, Amalgamated 

Centrals « 

Locals « 

State Branches 


88 

78 

142 

11 


61 
81 
146 
10 


68 
117 
163 

11 


121 

218 

819 

16 


151 

824 

469 

21 


184 

425 

678 

27 


278 

649 

828 

29 


288 
669 
668 

82 


200 
601 
286 
84 







* Charter revoked, f Suspended for non-payment of per capita tax. 
m Merged with Machinists. ** Withdrew. 



ft Disbanded. 
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BENEFITS PAID TO MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
DURING THE PAST YEAR. 


Organisation* 


Death 
benefits. 


Death 
benefits, 
members' 

wives. 


Sick 
benefits. 


Traveling 
benefits. 


Tool in- 
surance. 


Unem- 
ployed 
benefits. 


Bakers ~ 

Barbers ..~. 


•880 00 

10,426 00 

1,200 00 

8,000 00 

15,067 60 

15,000 00 

189.045 40 

2^50 00 

2,660 00 


$160 00 


•4,020 07 

86,986 64 

180 00 






~..~ 


Bill Posters 










Book Binders ~ 








Boot and dboe Workers 




7*^t7 60 








Bridge and Structural Iron 
W orkers .«.._ .. ...... 










Carpenters, Brotherhood 


24,060 00 


... — — —•• 


— 


484 66 




Carpenters, Amalgamated 

Carvers ,,,„,, 


•18,689 92 




Cement Workers. ......~« ......... 








•660 00 

1,500 00 

68,728 71 

m'ST 




Chain makers ...... 




4,100 00 
29,872 60 


Clgarmakers — 

Clerks 


161,762 08 

8^00 00 

860 00 

1,000 00 

18,000 00 

2,100 00 

186 00 




168,228 18 




r.:r.zr.: 




Compressed Air Workers 

Curtain Operatives, Lace 


"ioo" 





Electrical Workers'. 

Elevator Constructors 




Engravers, Watch Case 






Flour and Cereal Mill Empl's.... 




iii'ci' 


mob" 


275 00 


Freight Handlers ...... 

Glass BotUe Blowers _ 

Glass Snappers. M 

Granite Cutters 


7,000 00 
000 
000 
000 
II6B 
600 
000 
00 
00 
10 00 
00 

26,575 00 

uoooo 

8J9180 
14,600 00 
66,800 82 







800 00 

SjiSoW 


260 00 

mob" 


26 00 

£00600 








Grinders, Table Knife ...... 

Hatters 


ZZZ'Z'.'Z'. 


86 00 












10,000 00 


Hotel and Restaurant Bmpl's... 
Jewelry Workers 


""'iSoo'do' 
"'immoo' 

60,000 00 






"moo 


Lathers. .- •...„ 








Leather Wkrs. on Horse Goods. 






Machinists 








Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen 






4,000 00 


Metal Polishers ._ 

Metal Workers, Sheet-... L 

Molders, Iron _ 














175J94 60 






7,897 80 






80 00 






Paper makers 










200 00 


Pattern Makers 


moo" 

7,800 00 
729 fO 

12,475 00 
1,400 00 

18,400 00 

694 15 

8,000 00 

1,140 00 

1,2U0 00 

10,741 00 




6,790 00 
600 00 




709 84 




PavingCutters 






Photo-KngTavers 










Plumbers 




80,000 00 








Print Cutters 








40 00 


Printing Pressmen 












Quarry Workers..... 

Railway Employes, Street. 






















Shingle Weavers 












Spinners. Cotton Mule 


600 00 








4,000 00 


Stereo typers and Electrotypers. 
Stovp Mounters » 




















Tailors , , 












Tile Lay era 






aoooo 






Tip Printers 










200 00 


Tooacco Workers 


660 CO 

1,600 00 

89,690 00 

200 00 

200 00 

6,775 00 




7,201 60 
660 00 








Travelers' Goods and Leather 
Novelty Workers 










Typographical Union 










weaver*, Elastic Goring 










86 00 


Weavers. Wire.... 




1,069 00 








Woodworkers .. 






















Totals 


8742,421 28 


•24,800 


•682,874 18 


•62,989 71 


•6,180 41 


•85,060 72 
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INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 

Asbestos Worker*.— Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 8; woo, 1; compro- 
mised, 2. N umber benefited, 120. Average gain in wages of about 25 cents per day. Gains in 
other respects : closed shops. Offers of reduction have been successfully resisted. Cost of 
strikes, $1,000. 

Bakers.— Charters issued, 180; surrendered, 188. Number of strikes, 40; won, 22; compromised, 6; 
lost, 8. Number involved, 6,184; benefited, 8,047; worsted, 600. Shorter hours and recogni- 
tion are among advantages gained without strike. Gains in other respects: recognition of 
union label. Offers of reduction have been resisted, resulting in a compromise by which the 
union is recognized and the former wage scale prevail. Reduction in the hours of labor 
from 14 to 10 per day and increase wages from $10 to $15 per week are improvements over con- 
ditions of 10 years ago. Death benefits, $800; death benefits, members 1 wives, $150; sick bene* 
fits, $4,020.07. Donations to other unions, $1,800. Cost of strikes, $34,065. 

Barbers— Charters issued, 28; surrendered, 24. Have not lost any conditions formerly gained. 
Satisfactory improvement in the conditions of the members. Death benefits, $10,426; sick 
benefits, $86,985.54. 

Bill Posters.— Charters Issued, 2; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 1. 
Number of persons involved, 10; benefited, 10. Marked improvement in the conditions of the 
members in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $1,200; sick benefits, $180. Donations to other 
unions, $450. Cost of strikes, $2,800. 

Blacksmiths.— Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 15. Number of strikes, 10; won, 6; compromised, 4. 
Number involved, 150; benefited, 850; worsted, 60. Ten per cent, gain in wages. Reduction 
ofl hour per day. Better conditions and shorter hours gained without strike. Offers of 
reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Reduction of hours and 15 per cent 
increase in wages are among improvements effected by the organisation in the past 10 
years. Cost of strikes, $5,000. 

Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders.— Charters issued, 29; surrendered, 106. Number of strikes, 
68; won, 11; compromised, 8; lost, 8; pending, 51. Number Involved, 1,827; benefited, 420; 
worsted, 275. Five per cent gain In wages in 11 cities. Reduction of one-half hour secured in 
seven cities. Held the eight and nine hour day in 18 cities without strike. Gains in other re- 
spects: contracts and better working rules in 11 cities. Offers of reductions were successfully 
resisted In 18 instances. The organisation in seven years has advanced wages 60 cents per 
day as average throughout the trade. Cost of strikes, $69,881.79. 

Bookbinders.— Charters issued, 16; surrendeied, 8. Gains In membership, 148. Number of strikes,*, 
won, 1; lost, 1. Number involved, 244; benefited, 56; worsted, 60. Strikes against reduction in 
wages and open shop. Reduction of 1 hour per day and 15 per cent increase in wages 
accomplished by the organization in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $3,000. Cost of strikes, 
$9,969. 

Boot and Shoe Workers.— Charters issued, 13; surrendered, 24. Gain in membership, 8,966. Num- 
ber of strikes, 12; won, 8; compromised, 1; lost, 2; pending, 1. Number involved, 860; bene- 
fited, 585; worsted, 275. Death benefits, $15,057.50; sick benefits, $79,267.50. Donations to other 
unions, $25,000. Cost of strikes, $15,140.35. 

Brick, Tile, and Terra Cotta Workers.— Charters issued, 13; surrendered, 88. Number of strikes, 4; 
won, 4. Number involved, 810; benefited, 310. A large number of local unions disbanded, 
yet gains in other locals have offset this loss in membership, which has remained about the 
same. The strikes lasted only a few weeks, the members securing an average increase In 
wages of about 2 per cent. The rest of the locals have renewed last year's agreements with- 
out any trouble. Asa whole our organization feels encouraged, having gained a little in some 
localities and held what we had in others. Marked improvement over the conditions of the 
members 10 years ago. Cost of strikes, $8,025.84. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers.— Charters issued, 15 > surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 2 
won, 1 ; compromised, 1. Number Involved, 800; benefited, 800. Better working conditions 
secured without strike. Increased wages, shorter hours, and better working conditions are 
improvements over conditions 10 years ago. Death benefits, $15,000. Donations to other 
unions, $1,000. 

Broom Makers.— Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 4. Number of strikes, 5; 1 lockout; won, 2. Nu m 
ber of persons involved, 246; benefited, 150. Total gain In wages, 5 per cent. Gains in othei 
respects: closed-shop contracts in 20 places gained without strikes. Offers of reductions in 
wages have been successfully resisted. Thirty-five per cent increase in wages and shop 
conditions improved 50 per cent in the past 10 years. Cost of strikes, $4,800. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



50 REPORT OP PROCEEDINGS 

Brushmak era.— Charters surrendered, 1. Slight gains in wages and reduction In hours in a few 
localities. 

Oar Workers.— Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 19. Numberof strikes, 1; won, 1. Number involved, 
250; benefited, 250. Gains In other respects, piece work abolished. Offers of reductions have 
been successfully resisted. Shorter hours, increased wages, and better conditions generally 
in the past 10 years. Cost of s trikes, $500. 

Carpenters, Amalgamated.— Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 4; gain in membership, 200. Improved 
conditions gained in several districts, with an average Increase of wages of 6 cents per honr. 
Members affected by strike, 900; cost of strikes, 145,000. New York lookout cost the society 
940,000. Unemployed benefits, 918,539.92; superannuation benefit, 88,150.26; accident benefit, 
81,500; sick benefit, 88,250.84; death benefit, 82,250; tool benefit, 88,526.62; grants from benevo- 
lent fund, 81,560. 

Carpenters Brotherhood.— Charters Issued, 188; surrendered, 220. About 200 strikes, principally 
In opposition to the "open shop" policy; 96 per cent were successful, winning all against the 
"open shop." Death benefits, 8189,045.40; death benefits, members' wives, 824,060; donations 
to other unions, 81,450. post of strikes, 832,450. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers.— Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 20. Number of strikes, 4; won, 1; 
compromised, 1; lost, 2. Persons involved, 1,400; benefited, 800. Ten per cent gain in wages; 
hours reduced 6 per week. Three places secured 10 per cent increase in wages, and 
reduced hours 6 per week, without strike. Offer of reduction in wages in one instance success- 
fully resisted. Nine hour day established in many cities and wages Increased are among 
results accomplished in the past 10 years. Cost of strikes, 81,976. 

Cement Workers.— Charters issued, 20; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 2,000. Number of 
strikes, 2; compromised, 2, Number involved, 250; benefited, 100; worsted, 150. Wages have 
been advanced generally. Twenty-five per cent reduction in hours of labor. Resistance 
against reduction in wages has been successful in most cases. One hundred per cent im- 
provement in wages and hours over 10 years ago. Traveling benefits, 1550. Donations to 
other unions, 8500. Cost or strikes, 8500. 

Chainmak era.— Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1 pending. Ten per cent 
increase in wages gained without strike. Satisfactory improvement in the conditions of the 
members. Traveling benefits, 81,500. Unemployed benefits, 84,000. Donations to other 
unions, 84C0. 

Clerks, Retail.— Charters Issued, 110; surrendered, 40. Total reduction in hours of labor, 16 per week. 
Gains in other respects, Sunday closing. Hours of labor have been reduced 20 per week in 
the past 10 years. Death benefits, 88,800. 

Commercial Telegraphers.— Charters issued, 26. Gain in membership, 2,000. Eight hour day estab- 
lished under three contracts. Secured three union contracts without strike. Prior to the 
formation of the organization three years ago, conditions were bad; there is now a noticeable 
improvement. Donations to other unions, 860. Total gains in wages, 880,000. 

Compressed Air Workers.— Gain in membership, 115. Gains in other respects, better working 
facilities. Have the 8 hour day. Death benefits, 8850; sick benefits, 8925; traveling benefits, 
8181. Donations to other unions, 885.50. 

Coopers— Charters issued, 11; surrendered, 28. Number of strikes, 19; won, 8; compromised, 8; lost, 
12. Number involved, 700; benefited, 200. Ten per cent gain in wages. Offers of reductions 
have been successfully resisted. In the past 10 years hours have been reduced from 10 to 9 
and 8, and wages increased 40 per cent. Cost of strikes, 86,815.20. 

Curtain Operatives, Lace.— Charters issued, 2. Gain in membership, 112. Death benefits, 81,000 ; 
death benefits, members' wives, 8100. Donations to other unions, 8200. 

Cutting Die and Cutter Makers.— General improvement in the conditions of the members in the 
past 10 years. Gained a reduction of one hour per day in 1908. 

Electrical Workers.— Charters issued, 60; surrendered, 66. Number of strikes, 22; won, 15; com- 
promised, 8; lost, 8; pending, 1. Number involved, 6,000; benefited, 5,000; worsted, 1,000. 
Twenty-five per cent gain in wages. Reduction of 1 hour in some cases and 2 hours per day 
in others. Death benefits, 813,600. Cost of strikes, 812,000. 

Elevator Constructors.— Number of strikes, 2; won, 1; compromised, 1. Number of persons in- 
volved, 90. Gains in wages, 7 per cent. Advantages gained without strike, 3% per cent 
increase for 800 men. Offers of reductions have been successfully resisted. Reduction of 2 
hours and increase of 25 per cent in wages per day in the past 10 years. Death benefits, 82,100. 

Engineers, Steam.— Charters Issued, 28; surrendered, 60. 

Engravers, Watch Case.— Charters surrendered, 1. Increase in membership, 18. Old strikes and 
lockouts still on from 1900. Death benefits, 8165; traveling benefits, 8300. Donations to other 
unions, 8478. 
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Firemen, Stationary.— Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 4; won, 8; compro- 
mised, 1. Number involved, 725; benefited, 723. Seven per cent gain in wages. Hours reduced 
from 12 to 8 per day for 612 men, secured without strike. Oalns in other respects : more help 
given men. Offers of reductions have been successfully resisted. Seventy-five per cent of 
trade working 8 hours instead of 12 and wages increased 25 per cent over 10 years ago. Dona- 
tions to other unions, $2,000. Cost of strikes, $7,240. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes.— Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. 
Number of persons Involved, 40; benefited, 40. Advantages gained without strike, 4 union 
shops. Contracts for union shops with 8 companies. In the past 10 years have secured 8 
hour day in many mills, with increased wages from 15 to 85 per cent. Unemployed benefits, 
$275. Cost of strikes, $275.- 

Foundry Employes.— Charters Issued, 10; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 23. Number of 
strikes, 9; won, 6; lost, 8. Number involved, 503; benefited, 825; worsted, 175. From 5 to 25 per 
cent gain In wages in some instances. Gains In other respects, better shop conditions. Offers 
of reduction have been successfully resisted. Eighty per cent improvement in the conditions 
of the members in the past 10 years. Sick benefits, $054. Donations to other unions, $887. 
Cost of strikes, $2,850. 

Freight Handlers.— Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 0. Gain in membership, 520. Gains : time and 
one-half for Sunday work. Wages are 27 per oent higher and 40 per cent more men employed 
than 10 years ago. Death benefits, $7,000. Tool insurance, $400. Donations to other unions, 
$2,000. 

Fur Workers.— Charters issued, 2 ; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 80. Twenty- five per oent 
increase in wages. Shorter hours and better work shops are improvements over conditions 
10 years ago. Death benefits, $200; sick benefits, $800; traveling benefits, $250; unemployed 
benefits, $25. Donations to other unions, $50. 

Garment Workers.— Charters Issued, 14 ; surrendered, 22. Number of strikes, 15 ;'. won, 2 ; lost, 18. 
Number Involved, 17,910; benefited, 200 ; worsted, 15,910. Total reduction in hours of labor 
for the year, 2,000. Marked improvement In the conditions of the members, both as to wages 
and hours, in the past 10 years. Cost of strikes, $10,000. 

Garment Workers, Ladles'.— Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 8. Gain in membership, 826. 

Glass Bottle Blowers.— Gain in membership, 500. Number of strikes, 2; won, 2. Number involved, 
160; benefited, all. Ten to 23 per cent gain in wages. Offers of reductions In wages have been 
successfully resisted. Steady improvement in theoondltions of the members. Death benefits, 
$44,500. Donations to other unions, $2,200. Cost of strikes, $85,000. 

Glass House Employes.— Charters Issued, 4; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 2; won, 1; lost, L 
Number Involved, 400; benefited, 150; worsted, 260. 

Glass Snappers.— Gain in membership, 100. One general strike; won in 6 places; compromised in 
4 places; lost in 18 places. Number involved, 1,200; benefited, 400; worsted, 800. Eighty-five 
per cent increase In wages and reduction of 40 hours per week are among improvements over 
10 years ago. Death benefits, $2,000; sick benefits, $2,500; traveling benefits, $800; unemployed 
benefits, $6,000. Cost of strikes, $15,000. 

Glass Workers.— Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 7. Gain in membership, 87. Number of strikes, 
8; won, 1£ pending, 2. Number involved, 120; benefited, 50. Increase of two cents per hour 
In minimum scale of wages for about 1,000 members gained without strike. In the past 10 
years have .decreased the hours from 10 to 9, and in some cities to 8, and secured a gain of 
about 20 per cent in wages. Cost of strikes, $2,640. 

Glove Workers.— Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 16. Number of strikes, 2 ; lost, 1 ; pending, 1. 
Number involved, 72 ; benefited, none ; worsted, 60. Cost of strikes, $465. 

Granite Cutters.— Charters issued, {17; surrendered, 8 (by r amlagamatlon*with other branches). 
Gain In membership, 1,500. Number of strikes, 17 ; won, 15. Number involved, 2,000; bene- 
fited, 2,000. Seven per cent gain in wages where scale was changed. Eight hour day. Settle- 
ments effected without strike In 28 localities. In the past 10 years workday has been reduced 
from 9 to 8 hours, and 23 per cent Increase in wages; monthly pay days changed to semi- 
monthly, and where they had semi-monthly they are now weekly. Death benefits, $21,764.68. 
Donations to other unions, $1,180. Cost of strikes, $21,851.81. 

Grinders and Finishers, Pocket Knife Blade. -Gain in membership, 16. Number of strikes, l; 
pending, with fair chances for success, and victory will mean benefit for every member of 
the organization. Number involved, 44. Offers or reduction have been successfully resisted. 
Donations to other unions, $18. Cost of strikes, $3,600. 

Grinders, Table Knife.— Gain in membership, 10. Satisfactory improvement in the conditions of 
the members in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $245; sick benefits, $85 ; donations to other 
unions, $66.51. 
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Ratters.— Number of strikes, 3 pending. Number involved, 600. five per cent increase In wages 
gained without strike. Offers of reduction in wages havo been successfully resisted. Sixty 
per cent increase in wages and hours shortened from 10 to 8 are improvements over condi- 
tions 10 years ago. Death benefits, $11,0C0; unemployed benefits, $10,000. Donations to other 
unions, $5,6C0. Cost of strikes, $12,000. 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers.— Charters Issued, £9; surrendered, 63. Number of strikes, 60 ; 
won, 4; compromised, 4; lost, 42. Number involved, 2,128; benefited, 623; worsted, 1,600. 
Eight locals secured an average gain of from 16 to 22 and 26 per cent. Have an average nine 
hour day. Cost of strikes, $o,0C0. 

Horse Shoers.— Charters issued, 10 ; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 85. Number of strikes, 
2. Number involved, 60; benefited 40. Hours reduced from 12 to 9 per day in the past 10 
years. Cost of strl kes, $6,000. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes.— Charters Issued, 71; surrendered, 98. Number of strikes, 16; 
won, 12 ; lost, 4. Number Involved, 5,308; benefited, estimated, 4,500; worsted, 187. Average 
of 5 per cent gain in wages. Offers of reductions have been resisted by strikes ; successful in 
all cases. Work of organisation Id past 10 years has resulted in shortening the hours of labor 
and Improved citizenship of members. Death benefits, $22,700. Cost of strikes, $6,817.59. 

Jewelry Workers.— Offers of reduction have been resisted with partial success. Hours reduced 
from 10 to 9 ; pay for overtime and better treatment generally of the members are the results 
of the efforts of the organization in the past 10 years. Doath benefits, $1,200 ; sick benefits, 
$2,000 ; unemployed benefits, $465. Donations to other unions, $580. 

Lathers.— Charters issued, 42; surrendered, 22. Gain In membership, 400. Number of strikes, 88; won, 
32; lost, 1. Number involved, 1,800; benefited, 1,700; worsted, 100. Twenty per cent gain in 
wages throughout the trade. Many advantages gained without strike. Marked Improve- 
ment in the conditions of the members in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $2,800. Dona- 
tions to other unions, $600. Cost of strikes, $2,0C0. 

Laundry Workers.— Charters Issued, 24; surrendered, 88. Number of strikes, 8; won, 2: com- 
promised, 1; lost, 3; pending, 2. Number involved, 2,200; benefited, 450; worsted, 500. 
Reduction In hours, Increase in wages, and adoption of closed shop rules are among the 
achievements of the organization in the past 10 years. Cost of strikes, $1,800. 

Leather Workers.— Charters issued, 3 ; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 4; won, 8; compromised, 
1. Number Involved, 50 ; benefited, 50. Average of $2 per week per person gain in wages and 
time and one-half for overtime. Subcontract system almost totally abolished in Newark, 
N. J. , by the organ ization. Cost of strl kes, $5C0. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.— Charters issued, 1 ; surrendered, 15. Number of strikes, 18; 
won, 5 ; lost, 4 ; compromised, 1 ; pending, 3. Number involved, 897 ; benefited, 186 ; worsted, 
211. Reduction of I hour in Cincinnati and Elgin, III., for 297 persons. Gains in other 
respects, conditions improved, no overtime, and steady employment. 1562 persons gained 
an increase of about 3 per cent in wages without strike. Reduction offered in 1 case, which 
was successfully resisted. General and material improvement in the conditions of the mem- 
bers In the past 10 years recognized by workman and employer alike as the fruits of the 
organization. Death benefits, $2,089 ; sick benefits, $13,28 *>. Donations to other unions, $1,146. 
Cost of strikes, $6,472. 

Machine Printers and Color Mixers.— Gain in membership, 2. One lockout pending. Number 
Involved, 5. The season for work in this trade was formerly confined to a period of 7 months, 
but through the efforts of the organization overtime has been abolished and the season pro- 
longed, and in the summer months a reduction to the 55-hour week has been secured. All this 
has been accomplished without a struggle or one man being sacrificed to gain same. Cost of 
lockout, $ «5.50. 

Machinists.— Charters Issued, 98; surrendered, 44. Number of strikes, 50; compromised, 10; lost, 9. 
Number involved, 2,000. Death benefits, $26,676; sick benefits, $50,030. Donations to other 
unions, $14,0C0. Cost of strikes, $275,000. 

Marble Workers.— Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 1. One general strike; won only In one city. 
Number involved, about 800. Hours of labor reduced in three cities. Secured agreements In 
three cities without strike. Material Improvement in the conditions of members in the past 
10 years in the shape of better wages, shorter hours. Cost of strikes, $8,000. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.— Charters issued, 28; surrendered, 120. Number of strikes, 1, 
compromised. Number Involved, 600; all benefited. Seventeen locals gained slight increase 
in wages without strike. The condition of the butcher workmen of the entire country Is 60 
per cent better than 10 years ago. Death benefits, $1,100; unemployed benefits, $4,000. Dona- 
tions to other unions, $148.38. Cost of strikes, $5,000. 
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Metal Polishers.— Charters Issued, 10; surrendered, 80. Number of strikes, 20; won, 6; compro- 
mised, 8; lost, 7. Number Involved, 1,000; benefited, 400. Hours of labor reduced one hour 
per day. Offers of reductions In five Instances resisted successfully. 81 xty-fl ve per cent of the 
members have the 9 hou r day as a resul t of organised effort In the past 10 years. Death ben e- 
flts, 18,881.80. Cost of strikes, $18,181.65. 

Mine Managers and Assistants.— Advantages gained without strike, higher wages in a number of 
cases. 

Molders, Iron.— Charters issued, 0; surrendered, 9. Number of strikes, 86; won, 12. Increased 
wages, shorter hours, and improved shop conditions in the past 10 years. Death benefits, 
$58,800.82; sick benefits, $175,694.60; unemployed benefits, $7,887.80. Cost of strikes, $216,246.80. 

Mnsicians.— Charters Issued, 40; surrendered, 16. Gain In membership, 8.769. 

Paper Box Workers.— Charters Issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. Number 
involved, 400; benefited, 400. Fifteen to 20 per cent gain in wages. Two locals secured 
the 9 hour day and one the half holiday on Saturday. Traveling benefits, $80. Donations to 
other un ions, $61. Cost of strikes, $35. 

Paper Makers.— Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 10. Number of strikes, 4; won, 1; lost, 8. Number 
involved, 600; benefited, 300; worsted, 800. Gains In other respects, union label in two mills. 
Gained 10 per cent Increase in wages and a six hour shorter week In the past 10 years. Un- 
employed benefits, $200. Cost of strikes, $6,000. 

Pattern Makers.— Charters Issued, 4; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 10. Number of strikes, 
18; won, 9; compromised, 1; pending, 8. Number involved, 106. Shorter hours and Increased 
pay secured in many cities without strike. Offers of reduction have been successfully re- 
sisted. Wages increased from X to 100 per cent, boors reduced from 10 to 9 per day in a great 
many cities, are among improvements in conditions over 10 years ago. Sick benefits, $5,790. 
Tool insurance, $769.84. Cost of strikes, $2,600. 

Paving Cutters.— Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 5. Gain In membership, 181. Number of 
strikes, 4; won, 2; compromised, 1; pending, 1. Number Involved, 75; benefited the whole 
membership. Shorter hours and better pay for the members than prevailed 10 yearn ago. 
Death benefits, $600; sick benefits, $600. Donations to other unions, $800. Cost of jtrikes, 
$399.10. 

Photo-Engravers.— Charters Issued, 4. Gained in membership, 426. Number of strikes, 4; lock- 
outs, 2; won, 2; pending, 4. Number involved, 181; benefited, 107. Scales signed in 12 cities 
without strike. Gains in other respects, better wages and conditions. The only occasion for 
resistance has been the "open shop," against which the fight is still on. Death benefits, 
$825. Donations to other unions, $62.64. Cost of strikes, $8,854. 

Plate Printers.— Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 1C8. Number of strikes, 1; pending. 
Number Involved, 7, Better wages shorter hours and more steady employment are results 
of the work of the organization. Donations to other unions, $800. Cost of strikes, $250. 

Plumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters.— Charters issued, 66; surrendered, 27. Number of strikes, 85; 
won, 65; compromised, 5; lost, 6. Offers of reduction have been successfully resisted. Death 
benefits, $7 300; sick benefits, $30,000. Cost of strikes, $61,882. 

Potters, Operative.— Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 1, pending. Number 
involved, 112. Advantages gained without strike: better understanding as regards 
apprentices. Shorter hours and increased wages through the establishment of a uniform 
wage agreement are among the improvements over conditions 10 years ago. Donations to 
other unions, $871. Cost of strl kes, $14j046£9. 

Powder and High Explosive Workers.— Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 6. Gains, agreements 
with manufacturers and adoption of union label. Decided improvement in the condition of 
the powder workers over 10 years ago. 

Print Cutters.— Gain in membership, 48. In the past 10 years, piece work abolished, hours of work 
regulated, and wages increased from $14 or $16 to $20 per week. Death benefits, $729; 
unemployed benefits, $40. Donations to other unions, $87. 

Printers, Machine Textile.— Gain in membership, 8. One non-union shop unionised without strike. 

Printing Pressmen.— Charters issued, 27; surrendered, 14, Gain in membership, 1,5C0. Number of 
strikes, 6; won, 1. Number involved, 160; benefited, 40; worsted, 110. Twenty-five to 33 per 
cent gain in wages. Nineteen unions secured increase in wages without strike. Marked 
improvement in the conditions of the members in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $12,475 
Cost of strikes, $1,781. 

Quarry Workers.— Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 2. Gain ra membership, 1,060. Number of 
strikes, 6; won, 6. Number involved, 745; benefited, 765. Ten per cent gain in wages. Re- 
duced hours of labor, 1 per day. Advantages gained without strike, 8 hour day, closed 
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eb op, and wages increased. Secured 28 settlements with the employers this season, every 
settlement being a gain over the ones that had expired. Regular pay days, abolition of truck 
stores, shorter hours of labor, increased wages, and straight union quarries are among the 
improvements iu the conditions of the members over 10 years ago. Death benefits, $1,4U>*, 
donations to other unions, $100. Cost of strikes, $1,177. 

Hallway Employes, Street and Electric— Charters Issued, 42; surrendered, 12. Number of strikes, 
2; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number involved, 800; benefited, 200; worsted, 100. One-half per 
cent increase In wages. Three thousand men secured advance in wages without strike. 
Offers of reductions have been successfully resisted. Death benefits, $18,400. Cost of strikes. 
$10,476.04. 

Rubber Workers.— Charters Issued, 2; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 1, and I lockout; both 
lost. Number involved, 200; worsted, 200. r 

Seamen.— Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 1; gain in membership, 2,568. As a result of the work 
of the organization in the past 10 years, the seamen enjoy almost as much liberty as the 
members of other trades and call ings. 

Shingle Weavers.— Charters issued, 5, and 2 unions reorganized; surrendered, 2, one union consoli- 
dating with another and one transferring. Gain in membership, 122. Number of strikes, 2, 
and 8 lockouts; won 1 strike and 1 lockout; pending, 8. Number involved, 162; benefited, 
180. No strikes for higher wages. The lockouts were caused by members refusing to with- 
draw from the union. Very successful during the past year. Ten to 85 per cent increase In 
wages in the past 10 years, with organization recognized. Death benefits, $504.15. Cost of 
strikes, $377. 

Shipwrights.— Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 18. Number of strikes, 7; pending, 4; lost, 8; lock- 
outs, 8; won, 1; pending, 2. Number involved, 887; benefited, 161. Offers of reduction in 
wages have been successfully resisted. Retained the 8 hour day. Donations to other unions, 
$2,000. Cost of strikes, $2,700. 

Slate Workers.— Secured the hour day in one quarry. Good improvement in the conditions of the 
members. Donations to other unions, $146. 

Spinners, Mule.— Number of strikes, 1; compromised. Number Involved, 600; benefited, 22,000. 
Hours of labor reduced 2 per week for the months of July and August, affecting 200 members. 
Better conditions In many districts. Offers of reductions have been resisted with partial suc- 
cess. Death benefits, $8,000; death benefits, members' wives, $500; unemployed benefits, $4,000. 
Donations to other unions, $2,000. Cost of strikes, $80,000. 

Stage 'Employes, Theatrical.— Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 1,008. Number of strikes, 
6; won, 5. Number involved, 200; benefited, 200. Twenty-five per cent gain in wages. Offers 
of reductions have been successfully resisted. General improvement in the conditions of the 

members in the past 10 years. Cost of strikes, $2,000. 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers.— Charters issued, 2. Gain in membership, 448. Improved condi- 
tions have been secured In the following cities: New York City, Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati; 
3inghampton, N. Y.; Indianapolis, Louisville, St. Louis, Springfield, 111.; Utlca, N. Y.; Mem- 
phis, and Detroit. Death benefits, $1,140. 

Stove Mounters.— Charters Issued, 10; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 185. Number of strikes, 
8; won, 2. Number involved, 48; benefited, 29. General improvement in the conditions of the 
members in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $1,200. Cost of strikes, $866. 

Tailors.— Charters issued, 28; surrendered, 9. Number of strikes, 22; won, 14; compromised, 2; lost* 
6. Number Involved, 641; benefited, 897; no change, 108; worsted, 141. Increase of 6 per cent 
for 11,200 members secured without strike. Offers of reductions have been successfully re- 
sisted. Higher wages and more union shops as the result of the past 10 years' work of the 
organization. Death benefits, $10,741. Donations to other unions, $5,000. Cost of strikes, 
$11,414. 

Textile Workers.— Charters Issued, 26; surrendered, 80. Number of strikes, 1; lost, 1. Number 
involved, 26,000; worsted, 26,000. Cost of strike, $200,000. 

Tile Layers.— Charters Issued, 3 ; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 8. Number of strikes, 4; 
won, 1; lost, 2; pending, 1. Number Involved, 710; benefited, 21 ; worsted, 686. In eight 
instances secured Increase in wages without strike. Reduction of wages in one case resisted, 
but not yet settled. Marked Improvement in working conditions In the past 10 years. Trav- 
eling benefits, $600. Donations to other unions, $20^ . Cost of strikes, $6,000. 

Tin-Plate Workers.— Charters Issued, 1. Forty per cent of the members now work 8 hours per day, 
where 75 per cent of them worked 12 hours 10 years ago, with an average increase of from 85 
to 40 per cent in wages. 
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Tip Printers.— Charters surrendered, 1. One local secured an increase of 15 per cent in wu^rn \r t ■ h- 
out strike. Material improvement in the conditions of the members since the establishment 
of the organ izot Ion. Donations to other unions, $200. 

Tobacco Workers.— Gain in w a ges estimated at 7 percent. In some instances hours have been 
reduced from 10 to 934, and lQ others from 9 to 8. Progress in this important condition is 
necessarily slow, largely due to conditions prevailing, but on the whole fair. Advantages 
gained without strikes : hours of labor slightly reduced and wages increased. Consider- 
able improvement in the conditions of the members in the past 10 years, both as to hours 
and pay. Death benefits paid for the year, $850; sick benefits, $7,201.50. 

Travelers' Goods and Leather Novelty Workers.— Charters issued, 4 ; surrendered, 8. Number of 
strikes, 11 ; won, 4; compromised, 1 ; lost, 1 ; pending, 6. Number, involved, 981 ; benefited, 
825; worsted, 75. Several conflicts were avoided by conference. Strikes to resist reductions 
in wages pending in three cities. Hours of labor reduced from 10 to 9% and 9, and increase in 
wages averaging 25 per cent secured in the past 10 years. Death benefits, $1,500 ; sick benefits, 
$650. Donations to other unions, $100. Cost of strikes, $8,465. 

Typographical Union —(The following report is based on record « from June 1, 1904, to June 1, 1906). 
Charters issued, 48; surrendered, 45. Gain in membership, 609. Number of strikes, 19; won, 7: 
compromised, 1; lost, 6; pending, 4; (result not reported, 1). Number involved, 256; reem- 
ployed, 111; displaced 72; Involved in pending disputes, 73. Ninety- two unions now have the 
8 hour day, and 62 unions have secured agreements under which the 8 hour day will be 
Inaugarp'.d. The hours of labor in hand offices range from 86 to 54 per week. In machine 
offices they vary from 18 to 54 per week. There is a gratifying Increase in the number of 
unions reporting 48 hours as constituting a week's work in hand offices. The reductions in the 
number of hours at hand composition number 217 ; machine composition, 76; a total of 293. 
These reductions vary from ^ an hour to 6 hours per week. It is impossible to present a 
resume of the increases in the scales of the [locals so as to show clearly the gain by each one; 
they vary from % cent per 1,000 ems to $8 per week, or, conservatively estimated, from 
2 to 75 per cent. Several newly formed unions have not only greatly increased the 
wages of their members, but have at the same time reduced their working hours 6 per week. 
The older locals have made smaller gains, but their progress is substantial and encourag- 
ing. Death benefits, $89,690. Cost of strikes, $39,608.16. The report on the reduction in hours 
does not include the gains made since the active campaign has been started for the general 
inauguration of the 8 hour day, where there is no contract to prevent such demand prior to 
January, 1906, at which time it was originally decided to go into effect. Reports to October 
28, 1935, show that 54 unions have secured the 8 hour day. 

Weavers, Goring.— Charters surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 1 pending. Number involved, 
10 ; death benefits, $200; unemployed benefits, $86. Donations to other unions, $119. Cost of 
strikes, $2,500. 

Weavers, Wire.— Gain In membership, 15. Gained an Increase of 10 cents per hour over last year 
for time work. Improvement in the conditions of the members in the past 10 years : better 
working conditions; larger looms, thereby increasing earning capacity. Death benefits, $200; 
sick benefits, $1,069. Donations to other unions, $63.50. 

Woodworkers.— Charters issued, 15; surrendered, 20. Number of strikes, 8; won, 5; compromised, 
1; lost, 2. Number Involved, 3,200; benefited, 2,000; worsted, 1,200. A number of agreements 
secured without strike, inaugurating Increase in wages and reduction in hours. Death 
benefits, $5,775. Cost of strikes, $85,200. 

STATE BRANCHES. 

The San Francisco Convention Instructed the Secretary to request each national and inter- 
national organization to report the number of their locals that are not affiliated with the state 
branches, for the purpose of reporting to this convention, if poeslb'c, the number of organizations 
not so connected. A communication was accordingly addressed to the secretaries, but a number 
of them reported being tumble to supply accurate Information. I desire to say, however, that the 
officers of the international organizations have co-operated with this office to secure the affiliation 
of their locals with central bodies and state branches, where cases of dereliction in this respect 
have been reported. 
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THE AMERICAN FEDERATION 1ST. 

The American Fbderationist shows a balance of 1796.71 to its credit oyer expenses not- 
withstanding contracts for advertisements were over $2,000 less than last year. The following la 
an itemized statement: 

RECEIPTS. 

Subscriptions and Advertisements. ~.~ — ». 425,726 67 

EXPENSES. 

Commissions. -. 112,281 54 

Printing the " American Federationist" , 8,921 29 

Salaries ~- ~ ~ 1.867 74 

Postage. » ......... 768 87 



Printing for the "Amkrioan Federationist". 

Contributions ~...~. 

Attorney's fee ~. 

Priming hangers. 

Onto 

Clippings 

Hauling the " Ami bio an Fbderationist". 
Refund 



686 14 
148 00 
112 48 
100 16 
62 15 
60 00 
48 06 
j»00 




UNION LABELS. 

There are now 56 labels and 10 cards issued by the following organisations, which have been 
indorsed by the American Federation of Labor: 



ORGANIZATIONS UMNO LABELS, 



American Federation of Labor. 

Bakers and Confectioners. 

Boilermakers. 

Blacksmiths. 

Boot and Shoe Workers. 

Brewery Workers. 

Brlckmakers. 

Broommakers.' 

Brush makers. 

Carriage and Wagon workers. 

Carvers, Wood. 

Cigarmakers. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Maker*. 

Coopers. 

Engravers, Wateh Case. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes. Molders. 

Fur Workers. Painters. 

Garment Workers, United. Paper Box Makers. 

Garment Workers, Ladies. Fapermakers. 

Glass Bottle Blowers. Piano and Organ Workers. 



Glass Workers. 

Glove Workers. 

Gold Beaters. 

Hatters. 

Horseshoera. 

Jewelry Workers. 

Lathers. 

Leather Workers. 

Leather Workers on Horse 

Goods. 
Machine Printers and Color 

Mixers. 
Machinists. 
Metal Polishers. 
Metal Workers, Sheet. 



Plate Printers. 

Powder Workers. 

Pressmen, Printing. 

Print Cutters. 

Rubber Workers. 

SawBmlths. 

Shirt, Waist, and Laundry 

Workers. 
Stove Mounters. 
Tailors. 

Textile Workers. 
Tip Printers. 
Tobacco Workers. 
Travelers' Goods and Leather 

Novelty Workers. 
Typographical. 
Upholsterers. 
Weavers, Goring. 
Weavers, Wire. 
Wood Workers. 



ORGANIZATIONS USING CARDS. 

Firemen, Stationary. Musicians. 

Hotel & Restaurant Employes. Stage Employes, Theatrical. 
Meat Cutters A Butcher Work- Teamsters, 
men. 



Actors,^ 
Barbers. 
Clerks. 
Engineers, Steam. 

The following crafts and callings are using the American Federation of Labor label: Artificial 
Limb Makers, Costumers, Badge and Lodge Paraphernalia Workers, Bottlers (Soda, Mineral Water 
and Liquor), Coffee, Spice and Baking Powder Workers, Cloth Spongers and Befinlshers, Car- 
bonic Gas Workers, Cigar Makers* Tools, Nail (Horse Shoe) Workers, Neckwear Cutters and Makers, 
Oyster Workers, Paint Workers, Photographic Supply Workers, Soap Workers, Soda and Mineral 
Water Workers, Starch Workers, Suspender Makers, Steel Case Makers. 
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ORQANIZCR8. 
The following list of organisers, who were engaged In various States under salaries from the 
American Federation of Labor, shows that there hat been expended for organising work daring 
the past twelve months 161,604.00. 



Name of Organiser. 



State wherein work was done. 



Amount 
received. 



1. Stuart Reld. 

2. M. Grant Hamilton... 



8. Thomas H. Flynn . 
4. James Leonard. 



5. Herman Robinson... 

6. R. Braunschweig 



7. C. O. Youug «...« 

8. J. D. Fierce 

9. Jacob Tazelaar. 

10. Cal Wyatt. 

11. Henry M. Walker... 

12. Charles H. Oram.... 
18. William E. Terry.... 

14. P. H. Strawhun 

15. John A. Flett. 

16. Emmet T. Flood 

17. Sanitago Igleslas .... 

18. Thomas F. Tracy.... 



19. H. L. Elchelberger.. 



20. W.R.Smith .. 

21. A. E. Ireland . 

22. J. J. Keegan... 



28. P. H. Cummins.. 



21. James 8exton 

26. Hugh Frayne ... 

26. C. F. Davis 

27. J. J. Fitxpatrick 

28. N. W. Evans 

29. J. J.Towey 

80. Wm. E. Kennedy 

81. Thomas P. barren 

82. C. W. Woodman 

88. M. Donnelly 

84. C. P. Connelly 

85. James Brown 

86. Frank McCarthy 

87. J. P. Downey 

88. E. E. Oreenawalt. 

89. George H. Taylor 

40. M.Grossman 

41. T. S. Hesket 

42. J. L. Helm ...... 

48. Geo. B. Squires 

44. Fras. J. Clarke 

45. L. A. Fales 

46. Julio Aybar. 

47. P. D. Drain 

48. Cornelius Ford 

49. E. Padllla 

60. A.Strasser 

61. Wm. J. Spencer 

68. George H. Jones 

68. Irvin F.Rose 

64. E. A. Perkins ...... 

65. A. Rosenberg 

66. Thos. I. Kldd 

67. Jose M. Torres 

68. John Golden 

69. James G. Cain 

60. Jno. W. Stoughton.... 



New York, Massachusetts. Maine, Washington, D. C 

Washington, Montana. Utah, Texas, Indian Territory, Col- 
orado, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Kansas, Oklahoma Terri- 
tory, Missouri 

Pennsylvania, Indiana, New York, Iowa 



Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, bouth Carolina, North 
Carolina, Georgia 

New York, Connecticut, New Jersey « 

Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Dela- 
ware, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan ...... 

Washington (State) „. ^.. 

New Jersey 

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut. 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michigan M 

Texas, Oklahoma Territory, Arkansas 

Oregon. Washington, British Columbia. 

PennsylTanla, New York „ w . ... 

Illinois, Missouri 

Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 

Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky 

Porio Rico 

Massachusetts, Ohio, Washington, D. C; New Hampshire, 
New York, Rhode Island, Canada. „.. 

New York, Maryland, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, Maine 

California 

Kansas, Illinois, Arkansas » 

Michigan, New York, Massachusetts, Maine, Illinois, Penn- 
sylvania 

New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Virginia, Illinois. Ohio, West Virginia, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Georgia „ 

New York, Washington, D. C; Ohio, Illinois 

Pennsylvania M „ M ... 

Ohio, Pennsylvania...... 

Illinois ~~ 

Nebraska, Illinois, Iowa... „ 

Pennsylvania „_ „„.. 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania 

Texas...... „ ~. 

Illinois, Missouri 

Missouri .~~ ........ 

Virginia „„ 

Massachusetts „,..... 

New York 

Pennsylvania MSMM . 

New York 

New York 

Washington (8tate) 

Illinois ^. 

Pennsylvania 

Massachusetts ^........^ — 

Cuba «^. 

Porto Rico. 

Indiana 

New York «. 

Porto Rico ......^ ..- 

Missouri ~. 

Ohio 



Arkansas 

Ohio „ 

Indiana ...„~ 

N^wYork 

Illinois 

Porto Rico 

Pennsylvania 

New York 

New York ^ 

Paid to District Organizers.. 



82,970 00 



2,780 70 
2,626 00 

2,600 00 
2^60 00 

2^00 00 
2^00 00 
2,486 00 
2,260 00 
2,176 00 
2.140 00 
2,100 00 
2,100 00 
2,060 00 
1,960 00 
1,950 00 
1,915 86 

1,900 00 

1,800 00 
1560 00 
1,486 98 

1,868 65 

1,266 26 

1,200 00 

1 200 00 

065 29 

879 00 

868 41 

484 20 

856 89 

862 96 

850 10 

850 00 

884 20 

817 21 

287 16 
262 56 
24187 
238 58 

288 00 
208 00 
140 00 
140 00 
129 64 
128 22 
106 00 
104 69 

96 80 
90 00 
89 49 
87 96 
84 19 
74 80 
61 75 

eooo 

60 00 
60 00 
60 75 
60 00 
50 00 
1,745 66 

•61,694 69 
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DEFENSE FUND. 

While there were many threatened strikes of the membership of our Ideal unions, there has 
been expended but $2,947.18 from the defense fund during the fiscal year. The fact that we had a 
substantial fund and in a position to take care of the members enabled onr organisers to work to 
better advantage in bringing about conferences and adjustments. Many threatened strikes were 
averted that would have been costly and drawn largely upon the funds. The following is an Item- 
ized statement: 

Average 
Membership. Weeks. Amount. 

No. 11,881, Optical Workers, New York, N. Y *36 6 $880 00 

No. 8,700, Stablemen's Union, Ban Francisco, Cal.... 187 1 748 00 

No. 10,651, Federal Labor, Bar Harbor, Me *127 1 499 18 

No. 8,721, Anneaters' Prot., Salem, N. J 9 6 216 00 

No. 9.022, Coal Handlers, Lawrence, Mass 24 2 192 00 

No. 10,964, Federal Labor, Suffern, N. Y .... 20 2 160 00 

No. 10,926, Federal Labor, Steece, Ohio 17 2 186 00 

No. 7,281, Federal Labor, Sparta, 111 24 1 96 00 

No. 9,060, Poultry Dressers, San Francisco, Cal 5 1 20 00 

US" ~22* $2,947 18 
Appropriation from defense fund to International Union of Building 

Employes of Am ei tea. 160 00 

Appropriation from defense fund to International Pavers and Ram- 
mermen 100 00 

13,197 18 

Returned by Federal Labor Union, 8uftern, N. Y $16 00 

The subdividing of federal labor unions into trade unions, and affiliating them to their 
respective internationals of their crafts, and the transfer of local unions to newly formed 
internationals during the past two years, has caused a noticeable decrease in the membership and 
number of local unions directly affiliated with the American Federation of Labor. 

IN CONCLUSION 

The outlook for the coming year is good. The trade unionists are forcing improved con- 
ditions upon the organised and unorganized workers, and are better qualified and equipped today 
than ever before to secure favorable consideration for their demands, and the adoption of more 
equitable laws. 

I desire in conclusion to extend my appreciation, through the delegates present, to the 
secretaries and officers of affiliated unions and organisers, for their uniform courtesy and prompt* 
ness in responding to communications, and |the splendid assistance they have rendered, thus 
enabling me to more easily fulfill the duties of secretary. I am exceptionally grateful to my 
colleagues of the Executive Council for their counsel and advice. 
Respectfully submitted, 

FRANK MORRI80N, 
Secret ary, American Federation of Labor. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-fifth Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 

Greeting: In submitting this my fifteenth annual report as Treasurer of the Federation, I 
desire to take advantage of this opportunity to express my congratulations to the various trade 
unions of the country upon the success of the past year. I am well aware of the fact that many of 
the newspapers of the country, and, unfortunately, a good many of our own members, assert that 
the trade union movement has been in a great measure a failure during the recent past. To me it 
appears as though only the surface of the trade union movement is observed by the people who 
make statements of this character. They have no conception of the Increased discipline that has 
taken place among at least all of the older trade unions ; they can not and do not realize the ever 
increasing solidarity of the whole movement. A few years ago It wouldihave been Impossible for 
the. printers to have made the successful campaign for the enforcement of the eight hour day that 
they have made this year, and these points of vantage gained by the trade union are more than 
an oflBet to any defeats they may have encountered. 
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The fact that we have lost some members Is nothing unusual/nor Is it anything to give one 
alarm. The real soldiers of the trade union movement are still fighting under its banners, Just as 
undismayed and as fearless as they have ever been. Mr. Parry, with his mob of would-be destroyers 
of the trade union movement, has been almost forgotten. He is lost to view entirely and has. been 
succeeded, as far as his organization was concerned, by one Mr. Post, who will in the near future 
be onty a mile-post indicating the progress of the trade union movement. There is no occasion to 
be dismayed. There are great questions to solve, and they will be solved just as soon as the 'gen- 
eral intelligence of the workers and their efforts ;in their organised capacity have developed the 
right solution. With steadfastness and continued loyalty to the trade; union, the workers can 
expect to achieve in the future greater successes than they have ever achieved in the past ; and 
with the printers having won their eight hour day it will not be long before other trades will be 
able to fall in line, and the eight hour day will become universal among the working people of the 
North American continent. 

I herewith submit a statement of the income and expenses for the past year, r and most respect 
fully th ink. not only the officers of the Federation, but all its members, for their uniform kind- 
ness and consideration, and trust that my work as treasurer may have been at least reasonallly sat* 
lsfactory to the membership at large. 



1904. 
October 1 


INCOME. 

...Cash balance 


. 8101,017 94 
20,436 61 

. 18.771 88 
40,888 65 

. 18,744 68 
14,319 41 
13,708 14 

. 12,547 99 

. 12J6192 
14,729 97 
18,807 66 
18,022 84 

. 24^8878 


SXP] 

1904. 

October 81 Warrant 

November 80 '* 

December 81 " 

1906. 

January 81 •' 

February 28. " 

March 81 " 

April 80 " 

May 81 " 

June 80...- " 

July 81 •• 

August 81 " 

September 80 " 

Total expenses 


BN8BS. 

A paid 

44 


$16,656 68 


October 81 


..October Income 


28,868 60 


November 80.. 


...November income.... 
...December income 

...January income. 

..February Income 

. March income. 


14 


80,646 14 


December 81... 
1905. 


(4 


14,487 61 


January 81 

February 28.... 
March 81 


44 


19,875 16 


44 


.... 90,600 74 


44 


12,016 71 


April 30 

May 81 

June 30 


...April Income 

...May income...... 


44 


12,420 06 


4« 

44 ******* 
44 


1L828 42 


...June Income 


._. 12,497 09 


July 81. 

August 31 

September 80.. 




10,046 68 




44 


18,441 61 


...September income... 




$196,170 10 


Total 


. 1808,486 66 









Total Income $808,486 56 

Total expenses „.». .... 196,170 10 



Balance in hands of treasurer.. 
Balance in hands of secretary. 



— $112,266 46 

2,000 00 

Total funds, October 1, 1905 .. $114.266 46 

Deposited as follows in Bloomington, III., Banks on Certificates: 

McLean County Bank, certificates $85,000 00 

Third National Bank, certificates 80,000 00 

German American B ink, certificates 10,000 00 

Corn Belt Bank, certificates 10,000 00 

State National Bank Certificates 10,000 00 

TotaL $95,000 00 

Thene certificates are in the possession of President Gompers and draw 2 per cent*,interest. 
Open account** : 

State National Bank $11,880 56 

McLean County Bank 4,644 91 

Third National Bank 840 00 



Total open accounts « $17,265 46 

Certificates ~ $95,000 00 

Open accounts 17,265 46 

Total balance. $112,285 46 

Duri tig the fifteen years I have been treasurer the amount handled has been $1,470,196.83. 
Respectfully submitted, 



Bio 



xion, 111., October 5, 1905. 



JOHN B. LENNON, 

Treasurer. 
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SECOND DAY— Morning Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m„ Tuesday, November 14th, Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees-r-Rlce, Lowery, Kline. Yar- 
nell. Damm, Barnes, Zuckerman Man- 
ning, O'Brien, Reidy. Fay, Wood, Mor- 
ton, Kellington. Noren. Chambers, Alt- 
man, Schlesinger, Towey, Lyons, Ma- 
her, Shalvoy, Lilien, Foster (W. H.), 
Farrell, Keough (Mrs. Mae), Roach, 
Walsh, Wilson (J. T.), Doyle, Carder. 
Ross, Dempsey, Weber, Johnson, Carey, 
Bahlhorn, Curran, Stoughton, McClos- 
key, Cain. Dold, Jordan Leonard, Dix, 
Steshle. Penje, Merriman, Flood. Hib- 
bert, Williams, Foster (F. K). Berger, 
Kidd, Alexander, Roberts. Hanraty, Per- 
kins. Peetz, Jones, Behrens, Faison, 
Hobby, Llndsey, Skehan, Oonroy, Joyce, 
Shoop, Boettger, Kiely, Fitzgerald, 
Woodman, Wall, Bower Mialoney, Bain- 
bridge, Gartepy. Smith (H. S), Hum- 
phrey, Ooss, Mllburn, Douglas, Brook- 
shaw, Creager, Ross, Comerford, Geb- 
hart, Rodier, Goldstein, Mitchell (Thos.), 
Alter, Moffltt, Foley, Cardiff, Wright, 
Frasier, Baldwin, Sheffield. Ritthamel, 
Ring, Van Dyko, Pacelli, O'Brien (Jas. 
J), O'Brien (James J.), Wilson (Miss 
Agnes), Sherier, Wise. 

On motion of Delegate Max Morris, 
duly seconded, the reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. 

Second Vice President Mitchell in the 
chair. 

The report of the Executive Council 
was read by Fir3t Vice President Dun- 
can, as follows: 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL'S REPORT. 

PITTSBURG, PA., 
November 14, 1905. 

To the Officers and Delegates Twenty- 
fifth Annual Convention American 
Federation of Labor— Greeting: 

We herewith submit to you 
the report of the Executive Council 
upon such of the more important mat- 
ters as have come before us, and re- 
ceived our attention and action, for 



which we ask your earnest consideration 
and action, and we entertain the hope 
that they, as well as such recommenda- 
tions as we may make, will meet your 
approval. 

During the past year we held 
five meetings of the Executive Council: 
one in San Francisco, which was con- 
tinued on the train eastward; then an- 
other at headquarters in Washington, 
followed by one at Scran ton, Pa., suc- 
ceeded by another at headquarters In 
Washington, and the fifth having been 
held in Pittsburg; in all, twentythree 
days. 

In this city we shall hold such meet- 
lngs as shall be essential We prefer, 
however, that these meetings shall be 
held only to consider such matters as 
may be referred to us by this Conven- 
tion for immediate consideration. All 
other matters we desire to defer until 
the close of the Convention. 

Apart from the business transacted at 
the Executive Council meetings, much 
of it was transacted through the malls 
and by telegraph, the records of all of 
which have been kept, and abstracts of 
the business transacted at the meetings 
published in the American Federation- 
ist. Had the Federation the means, and 
the members of the Executive Council 
the time at their command, there would 
be sufficient business to be transacted 
to occupy the time of all, and more 
effective service would be rendered to 
our fellow workers. In view of existing 
conditions, however, we have the con- 
scious gratification of having performed, 
to the very best of our ability, the 
duties devolving upon us. 

lucre have been submitted to us by 
mall one hundred and twelve docu- 
ments requiring our official action and 
vote. 
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ORGANIZATION. 

True to our policy, we have authorised 
the expenditure of large sums of money 
to bring the yet unorganised workers 
within the beneficent fold of the trade 
union movement, and we feel confident 
within the near future that tangible re- 
sults will be shown. We are not only in- 
terested in and devoting our attention 
to the organization of the wage-earners 
in local unions directly affiliated to our 
Federation, but we are also mindful of 
the Infinitely greater advantage to them 
which follows their becoming attached 
to the international unions of their re- 
spective crafts and callings. When It 
is borne in mind that when our Feder- 
ation was formed in 1881 there were 
but few national or international unions 
In existence, that there are now one 
hundred and eighteen of such organisa- 
tions affiliated to the A. F. of L., it 
surely must encourage us all and impel 
us to still further effort for the exten* 
•Ion of our work to all the tollers of 
our continent. 

It Is a matter to be regretted that 
there are still some bona fide Interna- 
tional unions which, for some reason 
or other, still remain unaffiliated. 
Surely, there can be given no good 
reason for the Isolated policy which they 
pursue. The largest latitude consistent 
with the general good is guaranteed to 
every trade union. In becoming affil- 
iated to our Federation, no organisation 
surrenders a tangible right or ad- 
vantage. Its affiliation contributes 
strength and prestige to those already 
affiliated, but in such affiliation an or- 
ganization cannot give, without re- 
ceiving, greater benefit in return. 

We recommend that still further ef- 
forts be made to convince all bona 
fide trade unions, local, national and In- 
ternational, that their own and the 
general good would be the better pro- 
tected and promoted by their becoming 
members of the family of trade unions 
under the banner of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Wo have authorized the continuation 
of organization, not only in the United 
States and Canada, but in all of the 
American possessions, as well as the 
contingent countries on the continent. 
We have, however, not had an organ- 
iser in the Philippine Islands since the 



visit there of our representative a few 
years ago, to make an investigation into 
existing conditions. There are a few 
unions existing there. 

Wo have corresponded with interna- 
tional union officers, but at this time 
have no tangible recommendation to 
make, other than that the officers of the 
Federation be authorized to make every 
practical effort for the organization of 
the wage workers of the Philippine 
Islands into trade unions attached to 
their international unions, and in full 
affiliation with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

We are of the opinion that If this 
question is intelligently met, we can 
be helpful to the people there and aid 
in bringing about a better understand- 
ing and fraternal regard for the 
Interests of all. 

ORGANIZATIONS' REPORTS. 

Inasmuch as the necessity as well as 
the desirability of having authentic and 
regular reports regarding our move- 
ment is manifest, we recommend that 
all international, national, local trade 
and federal labor unions be required to 
furnish to the Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor a copy of all ' 
of their own reports containing a state- 
ment as to their total good standing 
membership, and such other data as may 
be required of interest to labor. We re- 
spectfully urge ttoat this receive your fa- 
vorable consideration and action, and 
that it will be fully complied with by all 
our affiliated organizations. 

CHARTERS ISSUED, DENIED AND 
REVOKED. 

Several silk workers' unions were 
formed into a national organization and 
made application for charter. 

Inasmuch as the silk trade is so close- 
ly akin to and part of the textile trade, 
application was denied, aind the silk 
workers urged to become a part of the 
United Textile Workers, and efforts in 
this direction should be continued. 

The Stone Masons' International 
Union made application for charter, 
which was denied, and the organization 
advised Jo become a part of the Brick- 
layers and Masons' International Union, 
despite the fact that the latter is not 
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affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor. 

An application was received from the 
Carpet Mechanics' international Union, 
which was denied, and the organization 
advised to become a part of the Uphol- ■ 
sterers' International Union. 

The Woman's International Union La- 
bel League made application for a char- 
ter. In view of the fact that this is 
a federation of trade unions, and that 
the label league is an auxiliary rather 
than a trade union, charter could not 
be granted. We welcome the co-opera- 
tion of our interested women, who are 
so helpful in agitating and creating a 
greater demand for union-labeled prod- 
ucts, and should render them every as- 
sistance within our power; but the issu- 
ance of a chanter is not within the prov- 
ince of our Federation. 

We also received application for a 
charter from the Coppersmiths' National 
Union, which was denied, and the or- 
ganization advised to become part of the 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' In- 
ternational Alliance. 

Application for charter was also re- 
ceived from the Electrotype Plate 
Makers, which was denied, and that or- 
ganization advised to become a part of 
the Stereotypers and Electrotypers' in- 
ternational Union of North America. In 
the last two Instances the advice we 
save has been followed, and they are 
now part of the International Unions 
which we recommended them to join. 

We have issued charters to three In- 
ternational Unions, two of which were 
formed by our Federation from previ- 
ously affiliated local unions. 

We have also issued charters to one 
State Federation, 67 Central Labor 
Unions and 216 local trade and federal 
labor unions. 

There are now affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor 118 In- 
ternational Unions, 33 State Federations, 
f»5f9 Central Bodies and 1,046 Local Trade 
end Federal Labor Unions. 

The International Unions have approx- 
imately 27,000 local unions. 

There are still some unaffiliated na- 
tional unions, and we strongly urge that 
every effort be made and continued to 
bring them into affiliation with us. 

The International Union of Building 
Employes was composed of a number of 



local unions formerly affiliated direct to 
the American Federation of Labor. It 
was instituted prematurely and officered 
poorly, and its constituent locals so di- 
verse that they were unable to success- 
fully carry on the work of an Interna- 
tional union. N 

We believed, however, that it might 
be possible to prosper, and we rendered 
it every assistance within our power. 
Including: financial aid. Notwithstand- 
ing this, however, the effort proved 
abortive. It caused diffusion of effort, 
by which the Interests of the members 
were being neglected and fretted away. 
We therefore found It necessary to re- 
voke the charter of the international, 
and Issue charters to the local unions 
without cost. 

It is gratifying to say that there are 
now more members in these various lo- 
cal unions than there were in the Inter- 
national Union. 

It was not and is not our purpose to 
dismember this organization, for we 
believe that an International Union of 
Building Employes will be practical In 
the near future, and we recommend that 
when an International Union, composed 
of a number of local unions of building 
employes more near akin to each other's 
interests can be formed, that It be or- 
ganized, and the charter issued to It 
without payment of a charter fee. 

Quite a number of local unions of sev- 
eral trades and callings made application 
for charter to the American Federation 
of Labor, which were refused, and they 
advised to Join the national or interna- 
tional union of their trade, or a trade 
or calling near akin to it. In most in- 
stances our advice has been followed, 
but in a few Instances where the local 
unions declined, we preferred to refuse 
the issuance of a charter to them rather 
than have them directly affil'ated to the 
American Federation of Labor when 
they did and should properly belong to 
their respective International Unions. 

TEXTILE WORKERS. 

The last Convention levied upon affil- 
iated organizations an assessment of 
three cents per member In the interest 
of the Textile Workers of Fa^l Rivei, 
who were then on strike. Within two 
weeks we transmitted $20,000.00 to cur 
struggling brothers and sisters. We re- 
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ssli cd from the assessment $40,286.08. But 
before we received this sum the strike 
was ended by agreement. We continued 
to send moneys to the textile workers 
for a considerable period of time after 
the strike was closed, when subse- 
quently other strikes occurred, to the 
organizations of which we forwarded 
the balance. It is true that the textile 
workers were not successful in their 
contention, but, as already stated, the 
strike ended by agreement; the ranks of 
the organization were maintained, and 
a demand for an increase In wages re- 
cently made resulted In 9 per cent, be- 
ing conceded. 

CLOTH HAT AND CAP MAKERS. 

About this time the cloth hat and 
cap manufacturers of the United States 
inaugurated a lockout in that trade. 
The gauntlet was taken up by the In- 
ternational Union, and a splendid mani- 
festation of courage and determination 
made. A timely appropriation from the 
assessment (now no longer needed for 
the textile workers) was made to the 
cap makers, which, as the officers of the 
organization gratefully state, contrib- 
uted more than all else to their absolute 
victory. 

FINANCIAL APPROPRIATION. 

Due to the fact that several of our 
affiliated organizations were in need of 
financial assistance, we made appropri- 
ations as follows: 
United Garment Workers of 

America $4,644 28 

Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen of Amer- 
ica 1,146 00 

International Association of Car 

Workers 425 00 

International Freight Handlers 

and Warehousemen 150 00 

International Glove Workers* 

Union of America 100 00 

.Appropriation from Defense 
Fund to International Union 
of Building Employes of Amer- 
ica 150 00 

Appropriation from Defense 
Fund to International Pavers 
and Rammermen 100 00 

We regret that the necessity for the 
appropriations existed; and also our In- 



ability to do more under the circum- 
stances. The contributions of our affil- 
iated unions to the. funds of the A. F. 
of L. are exceedingly meagre, and ap- 
propriation to a large extent cannot be 
made therefrom. The poor financial 
condition of several of our organizations 
prompts us again to urgently Impress 
upon the minds of all to insist that all 
our unions establish substantial funds, 
and to insist upon more generous con- 
tributions to them in the form of dues 
by their members. 

LOCAL UNIONS AND DEFENSE 
FUND. 

We have endeavored to be of the best 
possible assistance also to our directly 
affiliated local trade and federal labor 
unions, and have secured for them 
many advantages and been interpreting 
the law governing the defense fund 
liberally. There "were several strike ap- 
plications approved, which were ad- 
justed to the advantage of our fellow 
workers without the necessity of a 
strike. Had several of these strikes oc- 
curred, it would have Involved the ex- 
penditure of many thousands of dollars. 
It is due to the fact that we have a 
considerable sum in the defense fund 
that has made it unnecessary for large 
expenditures therefrom. 

Though we have not appropriated any 
money for strike purposes to our fel- 
low workmen in Porto Rico, we would 
have gladly done so were it not for the 
fact that most of the unions involved 
In the strikes on the islands were not 
affiliated to our Federation the requisite 
year to entitle them to benefits from 
that fund. We have, however, In every 
other way, assisted our Porto Rican 
brothers to the fullest Mmit of our op- 
portunities within the provisions of our 
law. The following will convey some 
Idea of our effective work In connection 
with the defense fund: 

WAGE SCALES— ENFORCED WITH- 
OUT STRIKE. 

From September 30, 1904, to October 
1, 1906, the wage scales of the following 
unions were submitted to and endorsed 
by the Executive Council, but were en- 
forced through the assistance of A. F. 
of L. representatives without strike: 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



64 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



Past© Makers' Union. No. 10,567, San 
Francisco, Cat 

Federal Labor Union, No. 10,930, 
Steeco, Ohio. 

Optical Workers, No. 10,084, Chicago, 

m. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 7,479, Ni- 
agara Falls, N. Y. 

Stablemen's Protective Union, No. 
10,041, Chicago, 111. 

Tin, Steel, Iron and Granite Ware 
Workers' Union, No. 10,948, Granite 
City, 111. 

Derrick men' s Protective Union, No. 
81499. Milford, Mass. 

Federal Labor Union, No. 8,428, Ni- 
agara Falls, N. T. 

Controversies in regard to wage 
scales, hours, etc., reported to A. F. of 
L. office. Adjustment without strike 
through assistance of A. F. of L. organ- 
izers, or by correspondence: 

Printers* Roller Makers' Union, No. 
10,638, Chicago, 111. 

Cement Workers' Union, No. 11,082, 
Welston, Ohio. 

F. L. U., No. 8.037, Roanoke. Va. 

F. L. U., No. 8,327, Little Falls, N. T. 

F. L. U., No. 8,620, Trenton, 111. 

F. L. U., No. 11.858, Wilmar, Ark. 

Other controversies were reported to 
this office. Some are now being handled 
by correspondence. Final reports on 
others have not been made by the 
unions interested. 

Strike benefits paid to local trade and 
federal labor unions from September 
30, 1904, to October 1, 1906: 
* Stablemen's Protective No. 8760, 

San Francisco. Cal $ 748 00 

Federal Labor Union No. 10926, 

Steece, Ohio 136 00 

Poultry Dressers' Union No. 9060, 

San Francisco, Cal 20 00 

Annealers* Protective Union No. 

8721, Salem, N. J.. 216 00 

Federal Labor Union No. 10964, 

Suffern, N. T 160 00 

Optical Workers' Union No. 11,- 

381, New York 880 00 

federal Labor Union No. 7231, 

Sparta, 111 96 00 

Federal Labor Union No. 10661, 

Bar Harbor, Me 499 18 

Coal Handlers' Union No! 9022, 

Lawrence, Mass 192 00 

Total $2,947 18 



CENTRAL AND LOCAL UNION LAW*. 

The last Convention authorized us to 
draft and present a code of laws for 
general adoption by central bodies and 
local trade unions. It is only recently 
that tliis work of forming has been 
completed, but we have not had suffi- 
cient time for the purpose of their thor- 
ough codification. We therefore recom- 
mend that the study and formulation of 
such codes of laws be continued during 
the coming year. 

WESTERN FEDERATION OF MINERS. 

We have endeavored to be of every 
possible assistance to the Western Fed- 
eration of Miners, and we reported to 
the San Francisco Convention that we 
had assumed the authority to issue an 
appeal for financial assistance for that 
organization, so that it might bring to 
the highest courts of the State and of 
the country the question of the rights 
of the Colorado miner© against the tyr- 
anny and cruelty exercised by Colorado's 
officials toward them. The last Conven- 
tion approved our appeal 

We did everything in our power to be 
helpful to overthrow the usurpation of 
judicial and executive power in that 
State. The trade unionists and all 
thinking men were shocked to learn 
that the financial assistance contributed 
by our fellow trade unionists had not 
been expended for the purpose designed; 
but on the contrary had been utilised 
for other purposes, among which was 
the inauguration of an effort to antago- 
nize and destroy the trade union move- 
ment of America — the American Feder- 
ation of Labor itself. 

Realizing that the good will of Ameri- 
ca's workers has been misplaced and 
their confidence violated, we decided 
and advised our fellow unionists to dis- • 

continue their further financial contri- 
butions to the Western Federation of 
Miners, the organization which utterly 
neglected the rights and Interests of ita 
members, by the adoption of the follow- 
ing: 

WHEREAS, The officers of the West- 
ern Federation of Miners have taken an 
active part in calling a congress for the 
purpose of forming another federation 
of organized workers of the country, 
which would be detrimental to the trade 
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union movement, the result of which 
will be accentuated division in the labor 
movement, and a consequent weakening 
on the part of the American trade union 
movement to improve the conditions of 
the working people, and a lessening of 
their power to resist encroachments or 
secure better labor conditions; and 

WHEREAS, In the direst time of need 
the American Federation of Labor and 
its component parts promptly and liber- 
ally came to the rescue of the Western 
Federation of Miners, both by moral in- 
fluence and financial ass stance, which 
was admittedly of the greatest assist- 
ance when help was urgent; and 

WHEREAS, We have no knowledge 
that the Western Federation of Miners 
is in any way reciprocating, by strength- 
ening or solidifying the labor movement 
of our country,' but Instead the effort is 
now being made to divide its ranks; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council recommend to affiliated unions 
that no further donations be made to 
assist the Western Federation of Min- 
ers, and urge such unions as are in po- 
sition to contribute to respond gener- 
ously to our appeals requesting dona- 
tions for the members of the United 
Garment Workers of America, and the 
United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of 
North America In their struggle against 
the efforts of their employers to estab- 
lish the non-union or open shop in their 
trade. 

We have come into considerable crit- 
icism by the officers of the organization 
in question, because of our advice that 
further contributions be not made. We 
can but state that the first appeal for 
financial aid for the metalliferous min- 
ers was a voluntary fraternal act upon 
our part, desirous in every way to be 
helpful to them in order that the wrongs 
inflicted might be righted and their re- 
currence prevented. We should have 
been glad to aid still further; but, hav- 
ing a decent regard for right and jus- 
tice, we could not permit our fellow - 
workmen to continue contributing 
financial assistance to men who were 
perverting the money received to an en- 
tirely different and improper purpose 
than that for which It was given. 

We ask you to say definitely and with- 
out equivocation whether the course we 



pursued was not justified, proper, and - 
in the interest of the miners as well as 
all labor. 

JURISDICTION. 

In view of the fact that despite de- 
cisions rendered, organisations have not 
generally complied with the terms, 
the subject matter in its entirety was 
discussed by us at several sessions. We 
are strongly of the opinion that unless 
the representatives of the organizations 
in Interest recognize the desire as well 
as the necessity for a conciliatory poli- 
cy, that an effort to employ such a 
course is not always fraught with good 
or is calculated to bring success. 

Much of the time of the Conventions 
of the Executive Council and of the 
officers has been and Is now devoted to 
the effort at adjus.ment of jurisdiction 
disputes, which could be devoted to 
other subjects calculated to be of great- 
er advantage to our fellow workers and 
to our movement. We therefore recom- 
mend to this Convention that the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor discountenance 
the consideration of disputes between 
organizations unless the organizations at 
interest have first made an effort to 
adjust them, and that if arbitration be 
desirable, both organizations in advance 
agree Jn writing to abide by the de- 
cision rendered. We firmly believe that 
under any and all circumstances the 
Council should endeavor to prevent any 
action of one which may be calculated 
to Injure another organization, and to 
act as mediators to restore harmony and, 
co-operation. 

ENGINEERS, FIREMEN, BREWERY 
WORKMEN. 

In the long-standing controversy be- 
tween these two organizations there IS 
no abatement. 

With patient deliberation and the best 
judgment of which we were capable, we 
endeavored to bring about an agreement 
and harmony and co-operation between 
the Brewery Workmen, the Engineers 
and the Firemen's International Unions, 
but thus far without avail. 

The San Francisco Convention's de- 
cision upon this subject is as follows: 

We recommend that all agreements 
and decisions heretofore made by, or at 
the Instance of, the American Pedera- 
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tlon of Labor, between the Brewery 
Workmen, Engineers, Firemen and 
Teamsters, be and are hereby substi- 
tuted by a working agreement upon the 
following basis: 

1. All brewery employes now members 
of the United Brewery Workmen's Union 
may remain such provided that such 
members of said United Brewery Work- 
men's Union as are now employed as 
Engineers, Firemen or Teamsters, may 
withdraw from that organization and 
jom their respective unions, represent- 
ing these crafts, without prejudice or 
discrimination on the part of their form- 
er associates. 

2. Hereafter the United Brewery 
Workmen's Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the respect- 
ive organizations of these trades now af- 
filiated with the American Federation 
of Labor, where such organizations ex- 
ist. 

3. All engineers, firemen and team- 
sters employed in breweries shall con- 
form to the laws, rules and regulations 
made by that organization of which the 
majority of the members of the respect- 
ive crafts employed In each brewery are 
members. 

4. Whenever a majority of men em- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of 
the respective unions of these crafts, 
the organization or organizations repre- 
senting such majority shall appoint a 
committee to act co-jolntly with the 
United Brewery Workmen's Union In 
any negotiations which may arise with 
the employers, provided that the United 
Brewery Workmen shall have equal 
representation with all the other organ- 
izations in joint conference. 

5. Failure to comply with the pro- 
visions of this agreement within a period 
of six months after the date of adjourn- 
ment of this Convention shall work a 
revocation of the charter of the organi- 
zation or organizations so failing. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council Is hereby Instructed to execute 
this mandate. 

■ RESOLVED, That the United Brew- 
ery Workers be compelled to withdraw 
those engineers and firemen who have 



taken the places of striking engineers 
and firemen in the cities of St. Louis, 
Mo., and Belleville, 111. 

RESOLVED, That the United Brew- 
ery Wkxrkers be requested to withdraw 
all injunction suits now pending and to 
dissolve such injunctions as have been 
secured against the International Unions 
of Stationary Engineers and Firemen 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor. 

We endeavored to carry out the man- 
date of the Convention, but found It 
exceedingly difficult, aye, Impossible. In 
fact, the matter took on aggravated 
form, particularly in Philadelphia, 
where we authorized one of our mem- 
bers to make an investigation and en- 
deavor to carry out the decision. Nor 
have the brewery workmen withdrawn 
their members in the, cities of St. Louis 
and Belleville. 

Desirous of bringing about unity and 
harmony, and realizing the fact that 
many of us have participated In pre- 
vious hearings, discussions and decisions, 
we decided to ask some earnest, faithful 
and competent trade unionist who had 
not in any way been associated with 
this controversy, to make a thorough 
investigation of the entire subject mat- 
ter and to report thereon to us. W€ 
knew of no one better qualified to fill 
this position than Mr. A. Strasser, 
former president of the Cigarmakers' 
International Union. 

That gentleman made an investigation 
and report, of which the following is a 
copy: 

SYRACUSE. N. Y.. 
June 26, 1905. 
To Mr. Samuel Gompers, President A. 
F. of L., Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with your 
instructions, I attended a conference 
held at St. Louis, Mo., in the month of 
May, 1905. 

The following organizations were rep- 
resented: International Union of Steam 
Engineers, J. E. Bruner, R. A. McKee: 
International Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen. C. L. Shamp, J. B. Conroy: 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen, Louis Kemper, Aug. Priesi- 
ersbach. 

The conference convmed on Monday, 
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May 22, ivG5, and adjourned May 27, 
1905. 

As I was not familiar with the his- 
tory and details of the trouble, I endeav- 
ored to obtain as much information as 
possible, so as to enable me to get a 
clear view of the difficulties which have 
engulfed the three organisations for a 
number of years. The injurious effects 
to the organizations interested, and to 
the general labor movement of America, 
are a matter of history. 

A good deal of testimony, some sup- 
ported by affidavits, was submitted to 
me, from which I have reached the fol- 
lowing conclusions: 

1. The attempt of the representatives 
of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers and the International Broth- 
erhood of Stationary Firemen to nego- 
tiate with proprietors of breweries at 
Milwaukee, Wis., in the month of 
March, 1905, in reference to wages and 
hours, is clearly in violation of Section 
four (4) of the report of the Grievance 
Committee, adopted at the San Francisco 
Convention in 1904, which reads as fol- 
lows: 

"Whenever a majority of men em- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of 
the respective unions of these crafts, 
the organization or organizations repre- 
senting such majority shall appoint a 
committee to act co-jolntly with the 
United Brewery Workmen's Union in 
any negotiations which may arise with 
the employers; provided that the United 
Brewery Workmen shall have equal 
representation with all the other organ- 
izations in Joint conference." 

The testimony submitted did not dis- 
close that the engineers and firemen 
had any members employed In the 
breweries of Milwaukee; hence their- in- 
terference was unlawful and unwar- 
ranted. This Interference compelled the 
representatives of the Brewery Workers 
to accept a compromise at a lower scale 
of wages than could have been ob- 
tained. 

2. The testimony of the Steam Engi- 
neers submitted at the conference, and 
subsequently after adjournment, clearly 
proves that the national officers and 
branches of the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen flagrantly vi- 
olated Section 2 of the report of the 



Grievance Committee, which reads as 
follows: 

"Hereafter, the United Brewery 
Workmen's Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the re- 
spective organizations of these trades, 
now affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor." 

Local No. 246, of Engineers, of St. Louis, 
Mo., affiliated with the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen, ini- 
tiated since January 1, 1905, seventy (70) 
engineers. Similar grievances were sub- 
mitted from Fayette City, Pa, East 
Liverpool, Ohio, San Diego, Cal., etc. 

3. The testimony submitted by the 
Stationary Firemen shows that the 
Executive Board of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen 
violated Section four (4) of the report of 
the Grievance Committee, by negotiating 
with brewery proprietors of Omaha, 
Neb., for a new contract, and ignored 
the Stationary Firemen, who were em- 
ployed in the breweries. All firemen 
employed In the breweries are members 
of the Stationary Firemen's Locals, 9 
and 82, of Omaha, Neb. 

Section 5 of the report of the Grievance 
Committee provides for the revocation 
of the charters of the organizations so 
offending. In my opinion it was not the 
intention of the Convention to revoke 
all three charters; therefore, make the 
foil owing recommendation : 

That no grievance or dispute, with the 
exception of charges of scabbing, affect- 
ing the International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen, International Union 
of Steam Engineers and Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen, shall be entertained 
or adjusted, for a period of three years, 
by the Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

In the meantime I hope that the 
prejudices and passions prevailing at 
present will give room to a calmer and 
clearer view of the duties and responsi- 
bilities of sister organizations, working 
in one industry and for the same em- 
ployer. 

I also hope that the three organiza- 
tions involved, guided by more and 
riper experience, will have ample time 
to convene voluntarily, and adjust their 
differences in a spirit of fraternity, mu- 
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tual good will and mutual conces- 
sions, for the benefit of the members 
they represent, and for the benefit of 
the labor movement at large. 

The Convention held at San Fran- 
cisco, also adopted resolutions Intro- 
duced by Mr. Lavery, which read as 
follows: 

RESOLVED. That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to execute 
this mandate: 

RESOLVED, That the United Brew- 
ery Workmen be compelled to withdraw 
those engineers and firemen who have 
taken the places of the striking engi- 
neers and firemen in the cities of St. 
Louis, Mo., and Belleville, 111. 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workmen be requested to withdraw all 
Injunction suits now pending, and to dis- 
solve such Injunctions as have been se- 
cured against the International Unions of 
Stationary Engineers and Firemen affil- 
iated with the American Federation of 
Labor. 

The representatives of the Interna- 
tional Union of United Brewery 
Workmen refused, directly and Indi- 
rectly, to comply with the first resolu- 
tion, which convicted them of scabbing 
on sister organisations at St Louis, 
Mo., and Belleville, III. 

In order to avoid similar violations of 
the moral code In force In labor organ- 
isations in the future, I submit the fol- 
lowing recommendation: 

The delegates of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen shall 
be deprived of voice and vote in the 
Conventions of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for a period of (Z> two 
years. 

Tours fraternally, 
(Signed) A. STRASSER, 
Repr. 

P. S.— I submit the minutes of the 
conference and testimony of the re- 
spective organizations. A. S. 



It win be observed that this report 
sets forth that all three organisations 
were guilty of improper conduct, and it 
goes without saying, as, in 
order that they may furnish an excuse 
for their existence and enrich themselves; 
and, 

WHEREAS, These so-called detecUve 
agencies have grown in size and number 
until they constitute a nuisance that is a 
stench in the nostrils of all honest men; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the A. F. of L., 
through its national, international. State 
and central bodies, conduct an energetic 
campaign, to the end that laws may be 
enacted by both the nation and the States 
limiting the activities of all detective 
agencies to the tracing of crime and crim- 
inals and barring them out of all lawful 
organizations; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
A. F. of L. appoint a committee of five, 
whose duty it shall be to study and in- 
vestigate the methods and tactics used 
by detective and strike-breaking agencies 
and devise a definite program of action 
which can be carried out by all labor or- 
ganizations in such a manner as to coun- 
teract effectively the efforts of spies and 
gunmen to tear down the structure of 
unionism; and be it further 

RESOLVED. That all national, inter- 
national, State and central bodies render 
all assistance possible to this committee; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this committee ren- 
der a report to the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. not later than August 1. 
1916, and that copies of said report be 
transmitted to all national, international. 
State and central bodies. 

Your committee oflTers the following as 
a substitute for Resolutions No. 7 and 
No. 68: 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be, and is 
hereby, instructed to appoint a com- 
mittee whose duty It shall be to prepare 
and submit to the Executive Council a 
report upon the activities of private de- 
tective agencies whose services are se- 
cured by employers to prevent trade- 
union organisation, destroy it where It 
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exlBta, if possible, and serve as mercen- 
aries during industrial disputes, and that 
upon the receipt of this report the Ex- 
ecutive Council shall cause to be pre- 
pared a measure or measures to be in- 
troduced in Congrress and the State Ije^- 
islatures which will prevent the ffrantinflr 
of Federal or State license to any pri- 
vate detective asrency whose employes 
can be secured in any effort to disrupt 
or prevent trade-union growth, or serve 
in any capacity as strike - breaking 
agencies. 

A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the report of the committee. 

Secretary Lennon: The Commission on 
Industrial Relations has made, and is 
making, an exhaustive investigation of 
this very subject, dealing with all the 
detective agencies in the country. If the 
representative of the committee will ap- 
pear at the office of the commission he 
will find the investigation quite largely 
made. It will be finished in a short 
time. 

Delegate McPherson condemned the use 
of private detective agencies in the man- 
ner they have been used during strikes, 
and in disrupting organisations of labor. 

Delegate Cannon strongly opposed the 
police power of the nation, the States, the 
counties and municipalities being in pri- 
vate hands, and described in detail many 
of the methods of private detective 
agencies during strikes and at times when 
it was sought to form organisations 
among non-union workers. 

Vice-President Perham, in discussing 
the question, spoke of the abominable 
spy system of the private detective 
agencies. He stated that all the officials 
of his organization were being constantly 
shadowed and that the same was true of 
the officials and members of other or- 
ganizations. 

Delega:te Griffin referred to the system 
under discussion as a national disgrace, 
and stated that such a system could be 
found in no other country in the world. 
He referred to the character of the pri- 
vate detectives, and quoted William J. 
Bums' statement that a majority of the 
men connected with private detective 
agencies were crooks. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 
/ Resolution No. 11— By Delegate F. W. 
Wilson, of the Federated Trades Council 
of Milwaukee: 

WHISIEAS, The cardinal principle of 
the American Federation of Labor Is that 
the workers should organize irrespective 
of their creed, color, nationality, sex, or 
politics; and. 



WHEREAS, Section 8 of Article III of 
the constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor says: •'Party politics, 
whether they be Democratic, Republican, 
Socialsitic. Populistic, Prohibition, or any 
other, shall have no place in the conven- 
tions of the American Federation of La- 
bor**; and, 

WHERELAii, The right of fraternal rep- 
resentation from religious organisations 
at the conventions of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is not in the interests of 
the true spirit of organized labor; and, 

WHEREAS, Fraternal delegates repre- 
senting religious organizations have in the 
past and will in the future appeal to re- 
ligious prejudices which will, unless 
checked, result in disrupting the ranks of 
organized labor, and ultimately defeat 
the whole purpose of the American labor 
movement; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Federated Trades 
Council of Milwaukee that the delegate to 
the American Federation of Labor con- 
vention, which convenes at Philadelphia, 
November 9, 1914, is hereby instructed to 
oppose and vote a^lnst the seating of 
any of the fraternal delegates representing 
religious organizations. 

Inasmuch as this resolution is an in- 
struction to the delegate from the Fed- 
erated Trades Council of Milwaukee to 
this convention, relative to the manner 
in which he shall cast his vote, your com- 
mittee submits that this convention has 
no right to interfere with or take any 
action whatever upon the instructions 
which the delegate received as to how his 
vote should be cast. 

Delegate Wilson: Do I understand the 
report of the committee will preclude any 
^possibility of discussion? 

President Gompers: The delegate has 
been recognized for that purpose. 

Delegate Woll: I arise to a point 
of order. The question before the 
house, as I understand from the read- 
ing of the resolution and from the 
committee's report, relates to the ques- 
tion of how a delegate should vote on 
some proposition which might come 
before this convention. My point is 
that the merit of the question upon 
which the instructions were given to 
this delegate by the central body he 
represents is not for discussion in this 
convention; it relates purely to in- 
structions to himself and no general 
discussion may be indulged in as to 
the merits of the question that 
prompted the instructions. 

President Gompers: Had the sense 
of the resolution been in the posses- 
sion of the chair at the time of its 
introduction it would have been re- 
turned to the delegate. The reason 
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and cause for it would have been that 
It is an instruction to him as to his 
course upon a certain question which 
was likely to come up before this con- 
vention and with which the conven- 
tion has nothing to do and could have 
no jurisdiction. The committee so re- 
ports. The question is as to whether 
the delefirate will be true to his in- 
structions or faithless to them. The 
question is not subject to discussion 
of any sort by any delegate in the 
convention, and the secretary will 
make a minute of the report of the 
committee. The committee will pro- 
ceed. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 16 — By Delegate 
James F. Morris, of the Illinois State 
Federation of L^bor: 

WHEREAS, The followingr resolu- 
tion, having been introduced at the S2d 
Annual Convention of the Illinois State 
Federation of Labor, and referred by 
that body to Its delegate to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor convention. 
is herewith laid before this convention, 
along with an excerpt from the pro- 
ceedings of the Illinois State Federa- 
tion of Labor showing action on same: 
"To the Convention of the Illinois State 
Federation of Labor, Peoria, Illinois: 

"WHEREAS. The lines are being 
closely drawn between capital and 
labor; the capitalists of the country 
have organized the National Manufac- 
turers* Association and other large em- 
ployers' organizations, very compact, 
cohesive bodies, having for their pur- 
pose the destruction of the trades 
union movement, and. realizing that in 
unity there is strength; therefore, be it 

"RESOLVED, That, In order to com- 
bat these compact and powerful organ- 
izations of employers of labor, this 
convention endorses and adopts the 
plan of organization by industries in- 
stead of by crafts, which often divides 
the forces of labor, and that the offi- 
cers of the State Federation be in- 
structed to use every effort to influ- 
ence and mold sentiment along these 
lines; and be it further 

•'RESOLVED, That the delegate from 
the Illinois Federation of Labor to the 
A. F. of L. be instructed to use his vote 
and influence for the industrial form 
of organization. 

"Presented by the delegates from the 
Tri-City Federation of Labor (Moline, 
Rock Island and Davenport). 

"Delegate Neer: The committee rec- 
ommends non-concurrence. A motion 
was made and seconded to adopt the' 
recommendation of the committee. 

"Delegate Carlson: Th,e reason thi.s 
resolution is put in here is becau.se we 



have in the Tri-City district a number 
of large shops that employ from 5000 
to 10,000 men, and it is impossible for 
us to organize them under the difterent- 
card system. There is only one way 
to organize them, and that Is into an 
industrial organization, with the as- 
sistance of the State Federation of La- 
bor in doing so. We want the co- 
operation of the Illinois State Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

"Delegate Nockels: Why instruct the 
delegate to the American Federation 
of Labor? Our delegate will have but 
one vote. Why not leave it with the 
international organizations to take up 
with our central bodies representing 
all kinds of organizations? 

"Delegate Willis: I move as a sub- 
stitute that the resolution be referred 
to the delegate of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. (Seconded and car- 
ried.)" 

The substance of this resolution re- 
lates to the action taken by the Illi- 
nois State Federation of Labor and 
its instructions to its delegate seated 
in this convention. It is therefore not 
a subject properly before this conven- 
tion. 

President Qompers: Are these pro- 
ceedings of the State Federation of 
Illinois made part of this resolution? 

Secretary Frey: The substance of 
this resolution relates to action taken 
by the Illinois State Federation of 
Labor and its instructions to its dele- 
gate seated in this convention. It is 
therefore not a subject properly before 
the convention. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

The committee recommended that Res- 
olution No. 49 be amended to read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 49 — By Delegates Ed. 
J. McGovern, Peter Cook, Joseph Mc- 
Dermott, Chas. Smith, of the Interna- 
tional Association of Operative Plas- 
terers: 

WHEREAS, Section 5 of the manual 
of information, "Panama Canal Serv- 
ice," provides as follows: "All persons 
employed in the Panama Canal service 
who receive $75 a month, or 40 cents 
an hour, must be citizens of the United 
States or of the Republic of Panama, 
and such citizens will be griven prefer- 
ence for employment in all grades;" and, 

WHEREAS. The facts as they have 
been authontically demonstrated to us are 
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that In hiring in the canal zone the prac- 
tice prevails that alleged plasterers, na- 
tives of the West Indies, are given pref- 
erence over practical journeymen plas- 
terers, natives and citizens of the United 
States, that these alien alleged plaster- 
ers, are paid a wage ranging from 20 
cents to 30 cents per hour, while the 
wages of the American plasterers are 75 
cents per hour. We feel that this dis- 
crimination worlcs a hardship < on our 
skilled American mechanic, and that it is 
an unwarranted injustice to the citizens 
of the United States; and, 

WHEREAS, It may be true that there 
is an apparent saving of money, but it 
is not a real saving that preference in 
the employment of alien alleged plas- 
terers is but an incentive to teach these 
men the trade at the expense of the 
people of our country, and to supplant 
the American skilled mechanic; and, 

WHEHIEAS, In addition to this sup- 
planting of American citizen mechanics, 
the policy, ' ^ if continued, will drive 
American citizen workmen from the 
Canal Zone, and have it inhabited by 
aliens; and, 

WHE^REAS; The budget which the 
Canal Commission has submitted to Con- 

fress. asking for an appropriation of 
64,800. is based upon an estimate of 100 
plasterers at a wage ranging from 20 
cents to SO cents per hour; and, 

WHEREIAS, If that appropriation were 
made upon the basis of payment to plas- 
terers. It simply means the employment 
of alien alleged plasterers exclusively, 
and the discharge of the American citi- 
zen skilled plasterers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be and is hereby instructed to protest to 
the Governor of the Canal Zone and to 
take other suitable action against this un- 
warranted, un-American practice being 
continued; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That it use such means 
as it deems l>est to bring about the ter- 
mination of the evil complained of at 
the earliest possible date. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution as amended. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was adopted. 

The comittee amended Resolution 52 to 
read as follows: 

Resolution No. 52 — By Delegate G. W. 
I'erkins, of the Cigarmakers* Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS. Many non-union manufac- 
turers and captains of big industries con- 
stantly declare and in glowing affirmations 
say: •'There is plenty of room at the 
top; save your money and become capi- 
talists," and then directly charge that 
trade unions are a hindrance and a sub- 
version of the achievement of such ele- 
vation; and, 

WHEREAS. It is a self-evident fact 
that if we could all get to the top there 
would be no top as it is now known, and 
we declare that all such platitudes have 



no social value; that they are not funda- 
mentally correct; that they are valueless 
and really meaningless; and that they 
are a snare and a delusion, calculated to 
catch the unwary and to deceive the non- 
unionist, in the hope of thereby fore- 
stalling and checking the growth, develop- 
ment and increased usefulness of the 
trade-union movement; and, 

WHE:REIA.S, The trade- union movement 
is the principal means in the economic 
field whereby the wage earners, the work- 
ers, as a whole, can maintain and advance 
wages, shorten hours of labor, improve 
factory, mine and other working oondi- 
tions, and otherwise safeguard the inter- 
ests of all wage earners; and 

WHEREAS, The trade-union movement 
does nothing to prevent the natural ad- 
vancement to positions of power and em- 
inence of any of its members, it never- 
theless holds that as an economic truism 
the elevation, advancement, and well- 
being of the great mass of workers is 
paramount to the advancement of a few. 
It seeks to impress the real fundamental 
truths upon the minds and In the hearts 
of all workers, to the end that they may 
have a growing knowledge of the power 
and usefulness that lie behind united 
effort, and to now and for all time ele- 
vate the economic, social and political 
well-being of all working men and women; 
therefore, be it 

RE:S0LVED, By the delegates In the 
Thirty-fourth Annual Convention of the 
A. F. of L., that we denounce as false 
the oft-repeated assertion of non-union 
manufacturers and the captains of big 
Industries, as stated in the foregoing, and 
that we re-declare our former deoara- 
tlon and assertion, that in the trade - 
union movement lies the only true hope. 
solution and means by which the wiure 
earners, the workers, can suocesfuuy 
work out upon the economic field their 
own destinies, and in compllanoe with 
trade-union philosophy, which is grounded 
upon experience, up-to-date, definite, and 
correct political economy; and, 

RESOLVED, That we declare against 
so-called caste In the labor field, and de- 
nounce the false assertion that there 
is plenty of room at the top as a sub- 
terfuge set up to mislead, befog and dis- 
suade wage earners from joining trade 
unions; and. be it further 
• RESOLVED, That it is the primary pur- 
pose of the trade-union movement to ele- 
vate and advance the economic, social 
and political well-being of the working 
class as a whole, and in the accomi^lsh- 
ment of this we are conscious of the fact 
that we are working for the real best in- 
terests of humankind as a whole, and the 
advancement of true civilization. 

Your committee recommends the adop- 
tion of the resolution as amended. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 55 — By Delegate 
Thomas F. Flaherty, of the National 
Federation qt Postofflce Clerks: 

WHEREAS. Upon the plea of econ- 
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omy, the Postofflce Department has re- 
quested Goncrress to revoke the present 
law which Insures postal employes a 
day of rest weekly; and 

WHEREAS. The House Post Roads 
Committee, in part compliance with the 
department's recommendation, has re- 

Sorted out as a section of the Moon 
ill (12,473) a provision which permits 
Sunday work to be rebated within 
thirty days instead of the present six- 
day rebate liinit, thus makingr pos- 
sible continuous work without relaxa- 
tion of a day's rest for thirty days; 
and 

WHEREAS, Release from toil one 
day in seven has always been orgran- 
ized labor's tenet, and this attempt of 
the Postal Department to deprive em- 
ployes of an assured day of rest is 
deserving: of the condemnation of the 
orgranized labor movement; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled instruct the Executive Council to 
assist In every way possible the offi- 
cers of the National Federation of 
Postofflce Clerks in combating- this or 
any attempt to alter, amend or revoke 
the present satisfactory law which in- 
sures all postal employes a weekly 
day of rest. 

Your committee recommends the 
adoption of the resolution. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Vice-President Valentine in the 
chair. 

The committee amended Resolution 
61 to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 61 — By Delegate 
Henry Noida, of the Central Labor Union, 
of Washington, D. C. 

WHEREAS, The question of housingr 
facilities in the cities of this country 
has, owing to the congested population, 
become a problem of obtaining com- 
fortable sanitary houses for the work- 
ing: people at a reasonable rental, and 
haa reached an acute stage, so as to de- 
mand that necessary measures must be 
taken through our various State and 
city governments to correct this fast- 
approaching evil; and 

WHEREAS, Efforts are l>ein8: made 
to solve the problem in other countries 
through Government aid, in the form 
of Government loans, under proper 
safeguards, to enable the working 
people to build houses of their own 
and Government- owned houses which 
are rented at a reasonable flgrure; and 

WHEREAS, The health of the whole 
community is best conserved through 
the proper sanitary living: of its people, 
which can be brought about through 
sanitary dwellings; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Thirty- 
fourth Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, record itself as 
beiDff in favor of the passage of laws 



that will bring about a system of Gov- 
ernment loans of money for municipal 
and private ownership of sanitary 
houses, and that we request the United 
States Government at Washington to 
pass such legislation as will serve as a 
model to the various cities of this 
country. 

The committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution as amended. 

Delegate Nolda, in discussing the 
resolution, described housing facilities 
in Washing-ton and other cities, and 
spoke briefly of the work being done in 
European countries to improve housing 
conditions of the working people. 

Delegate Scharrenberg described 
briefly the work being done in Cali- 
fornia to improve the housing condi- 
tions of working people. He stated 
that conditions had been very much 
improved in the labor camps where 
migratory workers were compelled to 
spend a great deal of their time. 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 69 — By Delegate Thomas 
F. Flaherty, of the National Federation 
of Postofflce Clerks: 

WHEREAS, Many clerks are com- 
pelled to work nights in the postofflces 
at high tension and under conditions 
that impair their mental and physical 
well-being; and 

WHEREAS, The Postofflce Depart- 
ment grants no recognition either by a 
wage or a time differential to the 
clerks working nights; and 

WHEREAS, The British postal serv- 
ice has long recognized a seven-hour 
tour for night workers, and our Gov- 
ernment, in its printing office in Wash- 
ington, grants night workers a 20 per 
cent, wage differential; and 

WHEREAS, There Is pending before 
Congress the Palmer-Lewis bills, which 
seek to grant a time differential of fif- 
teen minutes in every hour worked by 
postal employes between 6 p. m. and 6 
a. m., and which will operate to min- 
imize night work by confining it to the 
distribution and dispatch of important 
mail; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the American 
Federation of Labor, in convention as- 
sembled, indorse the Palmer-Lewis 
bills and instruct the Executive Coun- 
cil to co-operate with the officers of 
the National Federation of Postofflce 
Clerks in urging the enactment of this 
legislation. 

Tour committee recommends the 
adoption of the resolution. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 72 — By Delegate Thomas 
F. Flaherty, of the National Federation of 
Postofflce Clerks: 
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WHEREAS, The slogan of "safety 
first" has been adopted by many em- 
ployers of labor and by the govern- 
ment in some of its industrial plants; 
and 

WHEREAS, The health of the peo- 
ple of this nation, and especially the 
postal clerks, is menaced by the nlthy. 
dusty and germ -laden mail equipment 
used in the transmission of the malls, 
and because of the insanitary condi- 
tions of many of the workrooms in the 
large postofflces; and 

WHEREAS, Tuberculosis is preva- 
lent in the s^ervice largely on account 
of these conditions, thus constituting a 
danger to every one using the malls; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That we, the American 
Federation of Labor, in convention as- 
sembled, instruct the Executive Coun- 
cil to co-operate with the National 
Federation of Postofflce Clerks in its 
efforts to have mall equipment prop- 
erly disinfected and cleansed and to 
improve the sanitary conditions of the 
overcrowded postofflce workrooms. 

Your committee recommends the 
adoption of the resolution. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 74 — By Delegate J. Q. 
Brown, of the International Union of 
Timber Workers: 

WHEREAS, The lumber industry is 
the third largest industry in America, 
more than one million workers being 
employed therein: and 

WHEREAS, Various attempts have in 
the past been made to organize the wage- 
earners in this basic industry with but 
te mpora ry and usually local success; and 

WHEREAS. In the spring of 1918 the 
International Union of Timber Workers* 
supported by the American Federation of 
Labor, began a general campaign to or- 
ganize the lumber workers, which, in 
spite of unfavorable Industrial conditions, 
has made considerable progress; there- * 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED. That this Thirtar-fourth 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L. 
commends the action of the Executive 
Council and recommends that such ef- 
forts be continued as energetically as 
possible, to the end that all the workers 
in this important indus^ be brought 
into the fold of the American labor move- 
ment in the near future. 

Your committee recommends the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 76— By Delegates M. O. 
Scott. Frank Morrison. Max S. Hayes. 
Hugh Stevenson and T. W. McCulloogh. 
of the International Typographical Union: 

WHEREAS, Recent experience has 
demonstrated that the public interest in 
the warfare against tuberculosis has not 
been maintained at that pitch of enthus- 
iasm which marked its beginning, evi- 



dences of apathy being apparent in the 
failure of many well-founded plans hav- 
ing for their purpose the betterment of 
conditions under which people are com- 
pelled to live, these conditions being in 
themselves the most prolific and friutful 
source of this scourge of humanity which 
has been called, and rightly called, "The 
poor man's plague"; and 

WHEREAS. The workers of America 
are entitled to greater support than they 
have yet received in their efforts to bring 
about such conditions as will make for 
the complete prevention of danger of oon- 
tracting tuberculosis, either m factory, 
workshop, store, office or home; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all 
affiliated bodies, together witli their 
locals, and especially upon the State and 
city central bodies, that they bring be- 
fore their legislatures or other law-mak- 
ing bodies the necessity of better pro- 
visions for the preventi<m and cure of 
tuberculosis; that more rigid inspection 
of housing conditions be insisted upon, 
with more adequate provision ^or the 
sanitary conditions of places in which 
men and women are called upon to toil 
for their livelihood, and that more exten- 
sive and more suitable provision be made 
for the proper care and treatment of 
those who have fallen victims to tuber- 
culosis, to the end that the ravagcta of this 
disease may be checked, and that It may 
be ultimately extlnguisned from among 
the list of plagues m>m which humanity 
suffers. 

Your committee recommends the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

The recommendation of the oommlttee 
was adopted. 

The committee amended Resolution 
No. 86 to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 86 — By Delegate H. 
O. Gtossett. of the Texas State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS. This country is in many 
places overcrowded with unemployed 
men and women, and from sucn un- 
emplosrment the price of labor is held 
at a minimum, and for the want of 
statistics of numbers of workers un- 
employed, the surolus is increased to 
the maximum; and 

WHEREIAS. The armies of unem- 
ployed are of no value to themselves, 
their neighbors, or the commercial 
world; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the A. F. of L., in 
convention assembled, indorses and 
urges the suitable establishment and 
maintenance by State legislation of 
labor bureaus in each State in our 
Union, with branch offices located in 
every city therein, for the purposes of 
aiding the unemployed in securing po- 
sitions at the prevailing rate of wages, 
the investigation and abolition of 
shark employment offices, and the fur- 
nishing of statistics of value to labor. 

The committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution as amended. 
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A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the recommendation of the com- 
mittee. 

Treasurer Lennon: I move, as an 
amendment, that the words "and national 
lesrislation covering the subject of in- 
terstate commerce" be added. The CJom- 
mtssion on Industrial Relations is giving 
this matter consideration, and we are 
going to recommend measures for the 
national Government and the State Qov- 
emments. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Furuseth, in discussing the 
question of public and private employ- 
ment agencies, said in part: We have 
had those things on the statute books of 
the United States since 1872, and I will 
say without the slightest qualification 
that they have been a never-ending curse. 
They might be all right If you could place 
them in charge of the right kind of men 
or women; they are all wrong when you 
have placed in charge of them people who 
have no sympathy with the struggling 
toilers. I do not believe in that kind of 
establishment; it has never resulted in 
anything but evil. I believe there should 
be some means of ascertaining on the 
part of those who are seeking work where 
work can be obtained; there should be 
some means for those who seek workers 
to let it be known, and I think such 
things can be done with but small ex- 
pense, if there is any expense at all. The 
Secretary of Labor has under considera- 
tion a proposition to make use of the 
postofflces of the country for the purpose 
of advertising the labor conditions in dif- 
ferent localities in a way similar to the 
gathering and disseminating of informa- 
tion by the Weather Bureau. 

Delegate Furuseth spoke of the way in 
which bulletins might be displayed out- 
side of poetofflce buildings telling where 
workers are needed, how many are need- 
ed, the wages, class of work, etc., and in 
closing moved that the subject-matter of 
the resolution be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council, with instructions to investi- 
gate further and report to the next oon- 
vention. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Brown, In discussing the 
question, said In part: I do not think 
there is any State in the Union where 
the problem has caused more hardship 
to the workers than in the State of 
Washingrton. There have been repeat- 
ed attempts made at the different ses- 
sions of the Legislature to meet the 
problem. In the last session bills were 



introduced, one for the purpose of 
abolishing private employment offices 
and the other for the purpose of creat- 
ing public employment offices. Our 
chief difficulty arose in our inability 
to satisfactorily work out the details 
of public employment offices. The 
Initiative and referendum were adopted 
in the last session of the Legislature, 
and we initiated a measure to prohibit 
the charging or collection of any fee 
for giving information that would lead 
to securing any private or public em- 
ployment in the State. In doing that 
we put the matter up in its simplest 
form to the voters of the State, in or- 
der that the necessity of abolishing 
those employment offices would force 
upon those who have better success 
in securing legislation than organised 
labor has the providing of some sub- 
stitute. The law goes Into effect on 
the third of next month, and a very 
remunerative graft from which a lot 
of particularly undesirable citizens 
have fattened for a number of years 
in Washington will terminate. 

Treasurer Lennon: The proposition 
before the Industrial Commission now 
is that the matter be placed under the 
charge of the Secretary of Labor, and 
that in the different States it be placed 
under the departments of labor In Its 
entirety, and legislation also that will 
look toward in some way furnishing 
transportation, securing the facts and 
the publication of bulletins of Infor- 
mation by the Labor Department of 
the United States and of the various 
States. 

Delegate Furuseth urged that the 
Industrial Commission give careful 
consideration to the matter, particu- 
larly to that phase of it which deals 
with transportation. 

The motion offered by Delegate Fur- 
useth to refer to the Executive Coun- 
cil was carried by a vote of 97 to SI. 

Resolution No. 95 — By Delegate Andrew 
Furuseth, of the International Seamen's 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Periodical unemployment 
is growing; and, 

WUEHE<AS, This enforced idleness has 
its origin in the emplosrment of women 
and children in industir, made possible 
by our discovery and control of natural 
forces and their application to machinery 
and to our system of land tenure; and, 

WHEREAS, These conditions are de- 
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structive of the individual, the family, and 
our race; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we do our very ut- 
most to restore individual, social and 
racial health by restoring the woman to 
the home and the children to the school 
and to such play as shall help them to 
STOW up to become efficient men and 
women. 

RESOLVED, That to this end the land 
be restored to the people and made avail- 
able without paying of tribute to so- 
called land owners; and, therefore, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we grive our greatest 
attention to the organization of the so- 
called unskilled in every field of labor. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution when amended to 
read as follows: 

WHEREAS, Periodical unemployment 
is deplorable; and, 

WHEREAS, This enforced idleness is 
partly traceable to the employment of 
women and children in Industry, made 
possible by our discoverj' and control of 
natural forces and their application to ma- 
chinery; and to our system of land tenure; 
and, 

WHEREAS, These conditions are de- 
structive of the individual, the family and 
our race; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we do our very ut- 
most to restore individual, social and 
racial health by making the employment 
of women as congenial as possible, and 
Bending children to the school and. to such 
play as shall help them to grow up to 
become efficient men and women; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That to this end the land 
be restored to the people and made avail- 
able without paying unjust tribute to 
land owners; and, therefore be It further 

RESOLVED, That we give continued 
attention to the organization of the un- 
skilled in every field of labor. 

A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the resolution as amended by the 
committee. 

Delegate Furuseth, In discussing the 
report of the committee, said In part: 
I do not think there is any tribute to 
private land owners that is Just; I do 
not think land has any more right to 
be owned privately than air or water. 
I protest against anything that recog- 
nizes that some figure Is Just when 
paid to people who have obtained some- 
how, in some way, title to land. 

With reference to the employment of 
women, I want to say that the em- 
plojrment of women in the store and in 
the factory, while it may be very con- 
genial, is extremely undesirable. I be- 
lieve the woman should be restored to 
the home and that a man should get 
enough wages to take care of a woman 



and some children. I believe that the 
family is the corner-stone of society, 
and that the present condition is ut- 
terly and absolutely destructive of It. 

Delegate Furuseth discussed at some 
length the evils of placing women In 
competition with men, thereby lower- 
ing the wages of the men. 

Delegate Melinda Scott, in discussing 
the question, referred to the large 
number of working women who 
would have no homes if they did not 
provide them for themselves. She 
stated there was never a time when 
women did not work; that formerly 
they worked in the homes, but with 
the Introduction of machinery they 
had been obliged to go out from the 
homes, not from choice, but from ne- 
cessity. She protested against the 
statement that women going out into 
industries unfitted them for wifehood 
and motherhood, and made the asser- 
tion that it was not so under normal 
conditions; that It made women broader 
in their views and better helpmates to 
their husbands when they married. 

Vice-President Duncan, in discussing 
the question, said in part: We have to 
meet these conditions as they are and 
not as we would like them to be. If 
conditions were such as we would like 
them to be, the need, perhaps, of such 
magnificent conventions as this would 
be somewhat shorn of its pith. We 
have to deal with conditions as we find 
them, and one of those conditions Is 
the employment of women in the In- 
dustrial field. How can this conven- 
tion, by resolution, however well in- 
tended, take women out of factories 
and workshops and send them back to 
the home? What is to become of them 
If we do? How are we to support them? 
It is very well to sentimentaliie upon 
such questions and say what should be. 
but if the report Is not correct then 
tell us where it erred, offer your 
amendment to it and let the convention 
do its very best upon the subject. 

In discussing another portion of the 
resolution, Vice-President Duncan 
stated that the committee recommended 
that unjust tribute be not paid to land 
owners, and that there were certainly 
some Just payments in the purchase of 
land. 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended that 
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Resolution No. 124 be referred- to the reported that |384 had been collected. 
Committee on Law. The request of the and that the committee would con- 
committee was concurred in. tinue its work and make a final report 

Delegate McCarthy, for the commit- *^[- ^^^^ ^y^^ convention was ad- 
tee appointed to collect funds for the joumed. to reconvene at 2 p. m. of the 
striking textile workers of Atlanta, Ga., Btjne day. 
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NINTH DAY— Wednesday Afternoon Semon 



The convention was called to order 
at 2 o'clock p. m., Wednesday. Novem- 
ber 18, President Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees t McPherson, W e n n e i s » 
Holpem, PolakofT, Gehrinf, Johnston, 
Clark (T. G.), Carrisran, Graves. Con- 
Ion, Young:, Kepplcr, Walck, Lowe, 
Kay. Bradley (J.). Dunn. Hannon. 

Report of Committee on CredentlalM. 

Delegrate Schwarz, for the commit- 
tee, reported as follows: 

"Philadelphia, Pa., 
"November 18. 1914. 
"To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Thirty-fourth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of 
Labor: 
"Your Committee on Credentials de- 
sires to report that it has received a 
communication from Secretary-Treas- 
urer Homer D. Call, of the Amalgra- 
mated Meat Cutters and Butcher Work- 
men of North America, advising that 
it is necessary for him to leave the 
city and requestingr that the alternate 
delegate of the Amalgamated Meat 
Cutters and Butcher Workmen, H. L. 
Eichelberger, be seated in his place. 
We recommend that H. L. Eichelberger 
be seated. 

"THOMAS S. KEARNEY, 

"Chairman. 
"P. J. McGRATH, 
"LOUIS A. SCHWARZ, 

"Secretary." 
The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Report of Committee on Report of 
Executive Conncli. 

Delegate McCuUough (T. W.), chair- 
man of the committee, reported as fol- 
lows: 

We have carefully examined the 
various captions of the report of the 
Executive Council which were referred 
to us for consideration, and have care- 
fully considered the resolutions intro- 
duced at this convention, given full, 
free and patient hearings to the par- 
ties at interest thereto, and now pre- 
sent the result of our deliberations to 
this convention for its consideration 
and disposition. 

In the report of the Executive Coun- 
cil will be found a most comprehensive 
and carefully prepared review of the 
activities and achievements of the Amer- 
ican labor movement during the past 
year extant. 

It is with pleasure we note the 
progrress that has been made both in 
the economic and political fields of 
labor's endeavor. Not only has labor 
won important and decisive victories 
in the economic field, securing im- 
proved conditions, shorter hours and 
better wages for the men and women 



workers of North America, but it has 
been able to secure the enactment of 
laws long waited for. which laws bring 
to labor relief from oppression that 
could not otherwise be obtained. In ad- 
dition to these, victories in court pro- 
ceedings have been won. the service 
of which is inestimable because of the 
fact that they are useful in establish- 
ing the rights of labor more firmly in 
the laws of our country and through 
the application of these laws into tne 
very life of the country. 

These achievements and accomplish* 
ments are all carefully reviewed and 
succinctly recapitulated in the report 
of the Executive Council, and we ear- 
nestly commend this report to the 
caxieful perusal and study of all who 
are connected with or interested in the 
American labor movement. And. with 
this record of achievement before us 
undisputed, who will say that the 
cause of labor as represented by the 
An^erican Federation of Labor has not 
made progress and is not still making 
progress? We do not perhaps sweep 
on to the goal of human achievement 
with that impetuosity apparently ne- 
cessary to satisfy some of our more 
ardent members who advocate that we 
follow the shorter but unexplored 
paths, at the end of which may lie the 
Jewel of human freedom or may lie 
destruction for the labor movement 

Experience is the only lamp by which 
we can guide our progress into the future, 
and it is vital to the labor movement, as 
it is to all other great and Important en- 
terprises or undertakings, that the result 
of experience be applied at all times and 
under all conditions, to the end that fore- 
seen disaster may be avoided and unnec- 
essary blunders be not committed. 

The labor movement, as such, is not a 
creature of impulse, nor has it attained 
its present position and standing by the 
operation of any process of magic or 
hocus-pocus. Firmly founded on demon- 
strated fundamentals, its growth has been 
slow, and therefore sound, and it is not 
likely at this time to be swept away from 
its foundations by the presentation of 
any plan, however attractive, that pro- 
poses to accomplish all that labor hopes 
for by revolutionary methods. Evolution 
is the law of nature, immutable and un- 
changing, operating with exactitude and 
inexorable certainty. All that ever was, 
or Is, or ever shall be, is subject to the 
operation of this law; so. therefore, the 
American labor movement is subject to 
the operations of the law of evolution, 
and its progress is necessarily the result 
of the changes brought about by the ap- 
plication of those slow but certain muta- 
tions that make for permanent and last- 
ing achievement. 

We bid the toilers of America to be of 
good cheer, for their cause Is advancing. 
They are gaining In all respects, in all 
ways, that make for better and fuller and 
freer life of the human race. Their 
• hopes, their aspirations, their disappoint- 
ments, their .struggles, find expression 
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througrh the utterance of the American 
Federation of Labor, and It is flttlngr that 
this body irive at this time a renewal of 
the expression of hope and promise of 
betterment that it has made from time 
to time in the past, and sAong which It 
has secured the many benefits and advan- 
tages that have come to Improve the con- 
ditions of the workinar people of the North 
American continent during the years that 
the American Federation of Labor has 
existed as the mouthpiece for these 
workers. 

We desire to call attention of the con- 
vention to the fact that the increasing 
importance and steady growth of the 
American Federation of Labor has 
brought with it an equal increase in the 
work that devolves upon the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor, and we would suggest to the aflll- 
iated national and International unions. 
State and city central bodies and directly 
affiliated unions the desirability of so 
regulating their affairs that they bring to 
the attention of the Executive Council no 
greater proportion of their own troubles 
than is absolutely necessary, to the end 
that the Executive Council be not so over- 
burdened with work that it will be hu- 
manly impossible to accomplish all that is 
requested of it. 

The record of Its work, as reported to 
this convention, shows that the Executive 
Council has diligently and faithfully ap- 
plied itself to the consideration of the 
many topics that were presented to it, 
some of them being subjects that called for 
world-wide inquiry and investigation. 

We desire to congratulate the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor upon the con- 
summation of a very considerable part 
of the legislation which was requested of 
Congress under what is known as the 
"union program," but in this connection 
we wish to call attention to the fact that 
some of the measures included in this 
"union program" have not been as yet 
enacted into law. The three important 
measures still pending before Congress, 
and which will be referred to in the re- 
port of this committee or other commit- 
tees of this convention, are: The sea- 
men's bill, the immigration bill and the 
convict labor bilL These constitute the 
unfulflUed demands of the Bill of Griev- 
ances presented to the Congress of the 
United States by the American labor 
movement, and we now renew our de- 
mand that these measures be speedily 
enacted into law, that the public be af- 
forded the fullest measure of protection to 
be accomplished under the operation of 
these much-needed remedial statutes. • 

The report of the committee was adopt- ' 
ed by unanimous vote. 

NaMonal and iBtenuittonal Vnioiis. 

Under the above caption of the Execu- 
tive Oouncirs report will be found refer- 
ence to the activities of the several na- 
tional and international trade unions of 
America. We heartily endorse the senti- 
ments expressed by the Executive Coun- 
cil and commend the efforts of the Ex- 
ecutive Council in the way of assistance 
and advice to the various national anu 



international unions during the year just 
ended. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Oo-opemtloB la Related Industries* 

Under the above caption of the Execu- 
tive Council's report is given succinctly 
a report of the action taken by the Ex- 
ecutive Council in pursuance of Resolution 
No. 72, adopted by the Seattle convention, 
instructing the £:xecutive Council ••to ex- 
tend its good offices in the establishment 
of the federation agreement between all 
unions in a given industry." 

We commend the action taken by the 
Executive Council during the year and 
suggest that it continue its efforts along 
th& line. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Better Co«^>peratlOB 1b Strikes aad 
Lockoiits. 

On pages 62 to 65, inclusive, will be 
found an exhaustive report and summary 
of correspondence had by the Executive 
Council in pursuance of Resolution No. Ill 
adopted by the Seattle convention. Your 
committee desires to commend the Ex- 
ecutive Council for Its activity along the 
lines laid down by the Seattle convention 
referred to and to call attention of t|ie 
delegates to the value of the report made 
as representative of the sentiment of the 
labor movment of America on the subject 
referred to by the Seattle resolution. 

We recommend that no further efforts 
along this line be made at this time. 

The recomemndation of the committee 
was adopted. 

Soelal Immurmneit* 

On pages 66 to 68. inclusive, of the E2x- 
ecutive Council's report will be found ref- 
erence to work in pursuance of Resolu- 
tions Nos. 144 and 162 adopted by the 
Seattle convention. Accompanying this 
report is a table of much detail giving 
information as to the experience of the 
several national and international unions 
of America In connection with the ques- 
tion of social insurance. We commend 
this table to the attention of the dele- \ 
gates as of great assistance in their study I 
of the question involved. i 

We commend and endorse the condu- \ 
slons of the Ehcecutlve Council as to the \ 
desirability of the establishment of a so- 
cial insurance plan by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and recommend that the 
Executive Council proceed with its in- 
quiry and investigation to the end that it 
may later report to a convention of the 
American Federation of Labor definitely 
as to whether the plan Is to be adopted 
and the department of insurance estab- 
lished and put into effect. / 

The recommendation of the committee J 
was adopted. 

MFreed from Tmst I«aw— -InJoBctlOB 

•Bd CoBteBipt AbBses'' — Clayton 

ABtl-Tmst Aet. 

On pages 68 to 73 of the Executive 
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Council's report will be found a clear, 
concise report on this subject. 

Sections 6, 20, 21, 22. 23, 24 and 
25 of the act are griven in full. We recom- 
mend that the report be adopted by the 
convention and that it be given careful 
and painstaking: consideration by the en- 
tire membership of organized labor. 

Section 6 of the act gives a clear dis- 
tinction between persons and things, be- 
tween the laborer and the product of his 
labor, and exempts the laborer from the 
operations of the anti-trust law. Your 
committee is satisfied that there can be 
no excuse in the future for any effort 
on the part of anybody to make any mis- 
take on this question. 

Section 20 regulates the issuance of 
injunctions in labor disputes, and we re- 
gret that the distinction between prop- 
erty rights and personal rights is not as 
clear as those who believe in government 
by law had hoped for. We would demand 
of Congress that the law be so amended 
as to remove any question on this point, 
to the end that the clear return to gov- 
ernment by law be made complete. The 
right of one free man to persuade another 
is a fundamental right and any breach of 
the peace in connection therewith is a 
matter entirely apart and comes within 
the scope of police regulations. 

The trial of contempt cases by Jury- 
should operate to place the decision of 
this form of Judicial abuse where it prop- 
erly belongs and should bring relief 
from much of the oppression heretofore 
<omplained of. The declaration "that 
the labor of a human being is not a com- 
modity or article of commerce," taken in 
connection with other provisions of the 
law, should serve to bring about a com- 
plete and clear distinction between prop- 
erty relations and personal relations. 

Your committee is aware of the con- 
tention that the sale of property is 
held to be a property right, and in a 
limited sense this is no doubt correct. 
The right to dispose of property is an 
indispensable and absolute element of 
ownership, but it assumes a willing 
purchaser, who is free and therefore of 
right may be persuaded to use the 
own Judgment and his own discretion, 
so that in a larger sense the relation 
between the patron and the institution 
patronized is a personal relation, and 
as such falls without the provisions of 
equity intended to protect rights that 
are exclusively property rights. Your 
committee is of the opinion that the 
law should be amended so as to make 
clear this distinction and to prevent 
confusion when cases coming under it 
are presented to court. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Massachusetts' Model Labor Law. 

On pages 73 and 74, under the above 
caption, the Executive Council reports 
on the adoption by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts of a model labor law 
based on the Pearre bill or Wilson bill. 
Your committee desires to commend 
nnd endorse the action and report of 
tlie Executive Council In this matter, 
and to further recommend to all affili- 



ated organizations that they use this 
bill as a model for the enactment by 
their several Legislatures of a law to 
express the rights of labor and govern 
procedure in courts in connection with 
labor disputes. 

A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the report of the committee. 

Delegate WoU, Photo-Engravers: Our 
organization, threatened with proced- 
ure under the Sherman anti-trust law, 
having evaded that prosecution, we 
were then subject to prosecution un- 
der the State laws of New York. While 
It Is true we are now exempt from Fed- 
eral legislation, so far as the Sherman 
anti-trust law is concerned, we are not 
as yet free from prosecution under 
State laws. Under the State laws of 
New York our organization was forced 
Into the Federal courts. The jurisdic- 
tion of the Federal courts, as deflned. 
gives any employer the opportunity of 
going into the Federal courts, provid- 
ing the concern In question Is of an 
interstate character or if the owner- 
ship or stock of the company is di- 
vided by ownership in other States. All 
they need to do Is to prove a diversity 
of interests or citizenship in various 
States, and then the Federal courts 
may assume Jurisdiction, not only for 
the purpose of enforcing the Federal 
laws, but also for the purpose of en- 
forcing State laws. Therefore the need 
of the various State and central bodies 
endeavoring to amend the laws in the 
various States so that we may be ex- 
empt from prosecution therein. 

President Oompers, In discussing the 
question, said In part: Since the report 
of the Executive Council has been pre- 
pared attorneys who have been em- 
ployed by the American Federation of 
Labor to defend several cases have ad- 
vised that some further legislation 
should be sought, or some amendment 
or some bill passed by the Legislature 
of ' Massachusetts in addition to the 
present law, which would make It ef- 
fective in bringing the question of 
property and property rights to their 
proper distinction; and the chair sug- 
gests to the committee that it might 
be well to add to the recommendation 
that the matter be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for such amendments 
as may be necessary, and the amended 
form of the model labor law of Massa- 
chusetts sent to the various Stat« f-^d- 
eratlons and city central bodies- 
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Chairinan McCullough stated that the 
committee had no objection to adopt- 
ing: the sufiTKestlon of the chair. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted when amended by the sugges- 
tion offered by President Gompers. 

Wase Inereaae for Postal BatploTea. 

Under the above caption of the Ex- 
ecutive Council's report will be found a 
resume of its action in pursuance of Reso- 
lution No. 12 of the Seattle convention. 

Your committee desires to commend 
and endorse the action of the Executive 
Council in this matter, and recommends 
that it be instructed to continue its activ- 
ities along this line. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Seamen's Leffislatlon. 

Under this caption of the ExecuUve 
Council's report Is recounted the efforts 
made to pass the seamen's bill through 
the last session of Congress and giving 
the present status of the bill. 

Your committee desires to commend 
and endorse the action of the Executive 
Council in connection with this matter, 
and to instruct the Executive Council that 
It continue its acUvltles. We also wish 
to urgently impress upon the delegates to 
this convention, and through them the 
several organizations they represent, the 
necessity of immediate action in order to 
accomplish the passage of thU vgjy de- 
sirable and much-needed law. Effective 
assistance can be given by the immediate 
writing of letters to the several members 
of Congress and the Senate from your 
home districts and States calling their 
attention to the bill and making request 
that they give it their earnest and pur- 
poseful support, to the end that it be 
passed at once and sent to the President 
for his signature. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Immli^atlOB* 
Under the caption of "Immigration," 
the Executive Council reports on the 
progress made in the efforts to secure the 
passage of an Immigration bill containing 
restrictions proper to the safeguarmng of 
the interests of the American continent. 
This deals especially with the ©"orte to, 
secure the passage of House b"l 6060, 
offered by Representative Burnett, of Ala- 
bama, chairman of the House Committee 
on Immigration. 

We desire to commend and endorse tne 
action of the Executive Council and the 
Legislative Committee of the American 
Federation of Labor in pursuance of the 
c (Torts necessary to secure this important 
and much-needed legislation, and we rec- 
ommend that the Executive Council and 
LoRisIative Committee be instructed to 
ctntinue without cessation the work so 
well begun, and request that the deie- 
satos. Ind through them, their various 
national and international organizations 
State and city central bodies and directly 



affiliated unions take cognizance of this 
matter and write to ana Interview their 
representatives in Congress, both in the 
House and Senate, impressing upon them 
the demands of the workers of America 
for the enactment of this law, and espe- 
cially of the desirability of the so-cafled 
"literacy test." 

In this connection, your committee de- 
sires to call your attention to and im- 
press upon you the almost assured cer- 
tainty that the cessation of the present 
war in Europe will be followed by a flood 
of immigration from those miUtary-domi- 
nated countries such as the world never 
witnessed in the change of a people from 
one home to another. The war itself haa^ 
done away with the sophistries that were 
used for years to support the military 
establishments of the great naUons of 
Europe, and the people thereof can no 
longer be deceived by the fallacious argu- 
ments that have been now so thoroughly 
exploded. It is estabUshed beyond ques- 
tion that preparation for war in one nec- 
essarily means preparation for war in an- 
other, and that war Is more horrible than 
ever because of the devilish ingenuity and 
infernal efficiency of the weapons used 
In the prosecution of war. 

These reasons are the most potent 
for support of the belief that as soon 
as the way is clear those people in 
Europe who can will fly with whatever 
speed they may to escape the condi- 
tfons that have *»-ought about the 
dreadful consequences of the present 
stniggle, and which may be ^epended 
upon to renew at some future time tt.e 
awful carnage the world now shudders 
in the presence of. 

It may be well understood that the 
governments of Europe will exert 
Hiemselves to the utmost to the end 
that those who are flt and who sur- 
vive the destruction of the present 
conflict will not be Permitted to leave 
their native countries, but will be se- 
duced by whatever Promises are ne- 
cessary to remain and aid in the res 
t5"ati7n of those countries to their lost 
position in commerce and \p<V*stj-y at 
Ihe same time offering wbatever in- 
ducements or assistance they may to 
the migration of the unfit to the Unitea 
StetS,* Canada or any other country 
that may receive them. In order that 
their native land be relieved of ^ the 
burden of suppSrt of those who have 
been incapacitated or rendered ineffi- 
cient by reason of the war. Therefore, 
it is the duty of the workers of Amer- 
ca to see to it that they be P/otected 
in every possible way, to the end that 
they will not be forced into competi- 
tion with these bits of wreckage tossed 
on our shores or left stranded in 
Europe when the wave of war re- 
cedes For this, if for no other reason 
the organized labor movement of the 
North American continent should de- 
vote without cessation its most earnest 
endeavor to secure the speedy passage 
of the Burnett bill, containing provision 
for the literacy test. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted by unanimous vote. 
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GovenmeBt CoaatmctlMi of RaflwaTs 
In AlmmktL 

On pacres 86 and 86 of the Executive 
Councli'8 report will be found a report 
of the action talten in pursuance of the 
terms of Resolution No. 150 of the Seattle 
convention, toerether with the enactment 
into law of the bill that had been re- 
quested. 

We endorse and commend the activity 
of the Executive Council in dealing: so ef- 
ficaciously with this matter. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Hetcb-Hetehy BilL 

On psige 87 of the Executive Council's 
report wul be found a record of the action 
of the 'Executive Council taken in pursu- 
ance of the provisions of Resolution No. 
171 of the Seattle convention endorslngr 
the Hetch-Hetchy bill, the Executive 
Council reporting: the passasre of the bill 
by Consrress and its signafure by the 
President. 

We commend and endorse the activity 
of the Executive Council in connection 
with this biU. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 



CoBcUlatlo 



-HcdIatloB— Arbitration. 



On pagres 88 and 89 of the Executive 
Council's report will be found a record 
of the activity of the Executive Coun- 
cil under instructions of the Seattle 
convention in dealing with the report 
made to that body by the Executive 
Council concerninsT the passage of the 
Newlands bill to replace the Erdman 
Arbitration Act. 

We desire to commend and endorse 
the action of the Executive Council in 
connection with this important phase 
of labor legislation and wish to em- 
phasize, if possible, the warning given 
In the Executive Council's report to 
members of organized labor through- 
out the United States, of the danger 
that lies in the so-called Esch-Town- 
send bill and recommend that the dele- 
gates to this convention and through 
them the unions they represent take 
such action as may be done to prevent 
the enactment into law of measures 
which Insidiously destroy the right of 
labor to take what action is needed in 
extremity to protect itself against the 
greed and rapacity of unfair employ- 
ers. 

A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the report of the committee. 

Delegate Connors, in discussing the 
question, stated that the Erdman law 
was better than the Newlands law; 
that some meetings had been held un- 
der the provisions of the new law- and 
awards handed down by the Board of 
Arbitration that had not been carried 
out by the corporations except in a few 
instances, and suggested that if the 
Executive Council continued to 
strengthen the laws they should see to 



it that some provision is placed in the 
law to compel corporations to put into 
effect any award that may be handed 
down by a board of arbitration. 

Chairman McCullough, in defense of 
the report of the committee, said in 
part: If the law contains a provision 
that tends to enforce the decision or 
award of a board of arbitration, then 
that law provides for compulsory arbi- 
tration and contains in iUelf exactly 
what we are trying to avoid in seek- 
ing the defeat of the so-called Esch- 
Townsend bill, a condition of compul- 
sory arbitration that will tie the hands 
of the labor movement or any of the 
unions connected with the labor move- 
ment 

Chairman McCullough discussed at 
some length the question as it aflTected 
the railroad organizations. 

Delegate Conners stated that he had 
no objection to adopting the commit- 
tee's report, but wished to impress 
upon the committee the need of a 
stronger law. so that the men affected 
.might get some substantial benefit 
from it 

Delegate Furuseth and Vice-Presi- 
dent Perham spoke in support of the 
recommendation of the committee. 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. 

CItiaeasUp for Porto Btrane. 

On page 89 of the Executive Coun- 
cil's report is found a record of the 
progress of the bill for the purpose of 
granting full citizenship to the people 
of Porto Rico. 

We endorse and commend the activ- 
ity of the Executive Council in connec- 
tion with this measure and reoommend 
that the Executive Council and Legis- 
lative Committee be instructed to con- 
tinue their efforts to the end that the 
speedy enactment of this measure into- 
law be brought about, and we urge 
upon members of organized labor 
throughout the Jurisdiction that they 
lend whatever assistance they can to 
the consummation of this much-desired 
undertaking. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Banployment of "Wklte 'Wobmb te 
Aslatle Cafes and Stores. 

On page 90 of the Executive Coun- 
cil's report will be found a paragraph 
dealing with instructions given the Ex- 
ecutive Council under Resolution No. 
126 of the Seattle convention. The 
Executive Council recommends that 
this is a question to be considered by 
the State Legislatures and Citv Coun- 
cils in the States affected by the con- 
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dltion complained of and that the or- 
firanisatlons of labor in the Pacific and 
intermountain States are doingr their 
utmost to carry out the purpose of the 
resolution. 

Your committee desires to commend 
and endorse the attitude of the Execu- 
tive Council and urgently recommends 
the State and city central bodies in 
the Pacific and intermountain States to 
be vifiTorous and energretic in their ef- 
forts to secure the enactment of such 
lesri elation as will do away with the 
abhorrent condition of the employment 
of white women by Asiatics under any 
circumstances. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 

The Daalb«iT Hatten* Case* 

On pagres 91 and 92 of the Executive 
Council's report will be found a com- 
plete review of the progrress of the 
Danbury hatters' case since the Seattle 
convention. This very important case 
will come on* for a final hearing be- 
fore the Supreme Court early next 
month, beinff set down on the calendar 
for the first Monday in December. Your 
committee recommends that this con- 
vention endorse and commend the ac- 
tion of the Executive Council for its 
activity in connection with this case 
durtngr the last year and instruct the 
Executive Council to continue its ef- 
forts in behalf of the United Hatters. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

PrlBtlMT Trades VhIobs' Uti^atloB. 

On paeres 92 and 98 of the Executive 
Council's report will be found a record 
of action taken by certain employers 
in New York city agrainst unions en- 
flra^ed in the printinflr industry, which 
actions in the Federal Court under the 
Sherman anti-trust law resulted in vic- 
tory for the unions involved. 

we congratulate the unions involved 
on their victory and the labor move- 
ment on the report of the Executive 
Council that 'it is most srratifyinff to 
report that the legal presentation of 
labor's enemies did not weaken labor's 
position. On the contrary, efforts to 
establish union standards proceeded 
with renewed seal and resulted in vie- 
tory." 

we endorse and commend the ac- 
tlvitr of the Executive Council in con- 
nection with these cases and call at- 
tention to the oondudinff sentence of 
this section of the Executive Council's 
report: 

^'The experiences of these trades 
were but further proof of the neces- 
sity for the remedial legislation which 
orfranixed labor made a special political 
issue." 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

The Conteavt Case. 

On pages 94 and 95 of the Executive 
Council's report will be found a record 



showing the conclusion of the cele- 
brated contempt case in which Messrs. 
Oompers, Mitchell and Morrison were 
singled out to be made the victims of 
the wrath of Judge Daniel Thew 
Wright, of the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia. While it is to 
be regretted that the final disposition 
of this case left undetermined some 
of the more important points involved 
therein, yet we desire to congratulate 
the defendants in this case on their 
unflinching attitude when before the 
court, where their dignified determina- 
tion to uphold and maintain the rights 
of man as against the arbitrary power 
of a prejudicial and biased Judge gave 
a splendid example for all right-think- 
ing people, whether in or out of the 
labor movement. 

We congratulate the defendants and 
all their associates in the labor move- 
ment that this case has been termin- 
ated and will no longer stand as it 
did for so long as a possible bar or 
at least a hindrance to efforts in other 
directions. It served well a purpose 
which was hardly in the mind of the 
prosecuting Judge at the time he be- 
gan his ferocious and unmitigated on- 
slaught against Messrs. Oompers. 
Mitchell and Morrison. He served to 
call attention of the public to certain 
abuses in a way more emphatic and 
more convincing than had ever been 
attained and the result of this dis- 
cussion has certainly been advantage- 
ous to the labor organlzatidns of 
America and of the world, and now, at 
the end of this year, we find that 
neither Oompers, Mitchell nor Morrison 
were called upon to serve one day in 
jail as the result of the desire for ven- 

freance on the part of this judicial 
yrant,«but on the contrary they stand 
before their fellow-men vindicated Ir 
their course, while the Judge himself 
stands before his fellow-men disgraced 
and on the way to that oblivion from 
which his only possible escape will be 
that he may be remembered as the 
man who tried, but failed, to put three 
labor leaders In jail. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

The Law and Just Jadges. 

On pages 96 to 97 of the Executive 
Council's reflort will be found two 
matters of paramount interest to the 
workers of America concerning steps 
taken to remove Daniel Thew Wright, 
of the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia, and Alston G. Dayton, of the 
Federal District Court of the Northern 
District of West Virginia, from th*^- 
Federal bench under charges carrying: 
accusations of most serious offencos. 

Judge Wright resigned as a r-j»nlt r f 
an Investigation by the Houso cn)m- 
mlttee having the matter in cbarsro. 
while the case of Judge Dayton has nr* 
as yet been reported upon. The Im- 
peachment of Judge Archbald and tho 
resignation of Judge Hanford, whil^ 
under investigation, are also rpferre<1 
to. These evidences that there Is n 
power to reach the unjust Judge and a 
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means whereby that power may be 
called into action is a subject for 
proper congratulation not only of the 
men and women of organized labor, but 
of all the people. We can find no pleas- 
ure in the failure of anv man at any 
time to measure up to the full stand- 
ard of manhood or to the realization of 
his opportunities, nor do we rejoice at 
the downfall of any one, but as we 
breathe easier and feel safer when ^he 
presence of immediate and impending: 
danger is removed, so do we feel in re- 
gard to the removal of Daniel Thew 
Wright from his position as a constant 
menace on the Federal bench, and so 
do we hope that Judge Alston Q. Day- 
ton will yet be overtaken by tho con- 
sequences of his own maladministration 
of Justice in West Virginia. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Legal Depaitmenty A. F. of L. 

On page 97 of the Executive Council's 
report will be found a paragraph set- 
ting forth what action was taken In 
Sursuance of the instruction of the 
eattle convention which authorized 
the Executive Council to establish a 
legal department of the A. F. of L. 

We recommend that the Executive 
Council be requested and instructed to 
continue Its activities along the line 
of carrying out the instructions of the 
Seattle convention. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Selsare of Michigan Copper Lands. 

On page 103 of the Executive Coun- 
cil's report will be found a record of 
Action taken in conformity with the in- 
structions of Resolution No. 170 of the 
Seattle convention. 

We commend and endorse the activ- 
ity of the Executive Council in this 
connection and express the hope that 
the special committee of Congress 
which made the investigation called for 
will And it expedient to report upon the 
matter at an early date. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

The Situation In the Mining Field. 

Under the caption "The Situation in 
the Mlnlnp Field," the Executive Council 
sets forth in a clear and understandable 
manner the activities of the miners' or- 
ganizations in the unorganized fields of 
A\>st Virginia, Colorado and Michigan. 

In considering this subdivision of the 
("ouncil's report, we especially direct at- 
tention to the recital of the almost insur- 
mountable difficulties encountered by the 
miners' organizations in the miningfields 
referred to. 'i he remote location of min- 
♦••aJ d' iH.slts naturally means the com- 
lil'-te i. olatlon of many mining towns and 
villages. Frequently they are far re- 
nu>ve(l from community centers where po- 
litical and Industrial Independence more 
or less prevails. This enables the cor- 
) -orations which own the mining prop- 
erties to exercise dominion and control 
over the Industrial and political affairs 



of these mining sections. The ownership 
of the land and the homes in which the 
miners live enables the mining corpora^ 
tions to select and control their employes. 
By owning the church properties and 
the schools, they dictate the character 
and form of religious and educational 
training to be employed in the churches 
and schools. Evidently they proceed upon 
the theory that If they can supervise and 
control the source of life and action they 
can control life itself, and if they can do 
this, they can make each and every em- 

gloye and his family subservient and 
elpless. 

The complete control by great oorpora- 
tions over human affairs in manufactur- 
ing and mining centers is the outcome of 
our industrial development. Such power 
is destructive of independent action and 
thought. There can be no such thln^ as 
human liberty and himiian freedom where 
such power and control are exercised. In 
the light of these facts, the basis of the 
bitter opposition to the organization of 
the miners is made quite clear. The mine, 
owners want no Interference with their 
so-called vested rights, nor interruption 
with their exercise of Industrial tyranny. 

We concur in the statement and rec- 
ommendation of the Executive Council 
that "the use of armed troops by mint* 
operators and the power resulting from 
ownership of large tracts of contiguous 
territory and the subversion of civil gov- 
ernment to military rule, are some of the 
most serious of modem industrial prob- 
lems. We recommend and urge that the 
various State federations of labor en- 
deavor to secure legislation prohibiting 
this brutal practice, which is subversive 
of all industrial justice and freedom." 

The report of the subcommittee of the 
Committee on Education and Labor of the 
United States Senate, which investigated 
conditions prevailing in the Paint Creek 
and Cabin Creek coal fields of West Vir- 
ginia, and to report whether the laws of 
the land had been violated, shows the ex- 
istence of a deplorable condition of affairs 
and a total disregard for either statutory 
law or the constitutional rights, of Amer- 
ican citizens. The facts developed sus- 
tained practically every charge made by 
the representatives of the Mine Work- 
ers* organization and fully justified the 
universal demand of organized labor for a 
Federal investigation of the facts and cir- 
cumstances surrounding this historical 
struggle. It is gratifying to know that, in 
spite of martial law, the suspension of the 
writ of habeas corpus and the denial of 
constitutional guarantees, this bitter in- 
dustrial struggle was ended by an agree- 
ment with the coal operators in which the 
United Mine Workers' organization is 
fully recognized. 

It is doubtful if hlstorj' records a more 
Intense or brutal industrial war thai\ that 
which has taken place during the year in 
the mining districts of Colorado. The 
power of organized wealth peems to have 
been concentrated in a determination to 
prevent the organization of the miners. 
Here it seemed all the pent-up forces of 
Qprporate greed, brutality and oppression 
joined together in carrying forward a 
campaign of barbaric and uncivilised war- 
fare. The men against whom this war of 
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extermination has been directed had for 
\ years faithfully served those who owned 
these mining properties. Far removed 
I from the light of day and the health-glv- 
' ing properties of pure air and sunlight, in 
{ the darkness, dampness and gloom of 
their employers' mines, they performed 
' each day their allotted tasks. They were 
"faithful employes" and "loyal citizens'* 
, so long as they uncomplainingly rendered 
, their best and most capable services, but 
when they asked for the enforcement ef 
the mining laws of Colorado and the cor- 
. rection of Intolerable working conditions 
they and their families, in the midst of a 
driving storm of sleet and snow, were 
thrown out of the corporation- owned 
homes In which they lived, and left upon 
the prairies without either protection or 
shelter. For months these miners and 
their families have been living in tenta 
supplied by the United Mine Workers' or- 
ganization. It is difficult to comprehend 
the sacrifices they have made or the suf- 
fering they have endured. 

The climax was reached In the tragedy 
of Ludlow. On this occasion, apparently 
all the unrestrained passion and fury of 
inhuman gunmen were given full sway. 
Not satisfied with riddlii^g the tenta in 
which the miners and their families lived 
with the deadly fire of high-power, quick- 
firing machine guns, with savage in- 
stinct they applied the torch and mur- 
dered and burned the women and chil- 
dren. This awful massacre has left a 
stain upon the record of Colorado whlcn 
neither time nor eternity can ever re- 
move. 

The President of the United States has 
submitted a basis of setUement of the 
stmggle, which has been accepted by the 
mine workers. The coal companies have 
thus far refused to agree thereto. Can 
the coal companies ignore the request of 
the Chief Executive of our nation? If 
they are permitted to do this. we. as a 
nation, admit that we are incompetent 
to deal successfully with domestic 
problems. 

We recommend that the convention ap- 
prove the Federal plan of settlement, and 
urge the President of the United States 
to require the coal corporations of Col- 
orado to comply therewith at once, using 
such moral and legal methods as may be 
necessary to carry the plan into eCTect. 
We further recommend that the EJxecu- 
tlve Council confer with the President of 
the United States and adopt such other 
means as it may deem practicable for 
the purpose of bringing about acceptance 
by the coal companies of the plan o^ set- ^ 
tlement proposed by the President. 

The striking miners employed In the 
copper mines of Michigan deserved to 
: win because their cause was just. They 
were paid insufficient wages and the 
conditions under which tney worked 
1 were intolerable. They asked for a 
I reasonable minimum wage, an eight- 
I hour workday and recognition of their 
organisation. The righteousness of 
their demands cannot Justly be denied. 
/ In fact, the congressional committee 
which investigated the strike gave to 
the public sufficient facts and infor- 
mation upon which to determine the 
fairness and Justice of the miners' 



claims. The powerful corporations 
which own the copper mines of Mich- 
igan refused to either settle with their 
employes or arbitrate the questions in 
dispute. They evidently decided to 
crush them regardless of whether or 
not their cause was right or their 
claims were just. In the accomplish- 
ment of this purpose they enlisted the 
support of the military authorities of 
the State and community. Tour com- 
mittee finds that the Executive Coun- 
cil not only grave to this struggle its 
moral and financial support, but in 
addition made special eCTorts to bring 
this struggle to a successful termina- 
tion. While lack of funds, coupled 
with determined opposition, naturally 
forced a termination of this unequal 
contest, in the language of the report 
of the Executive Council, "the strike 
was not in vain. During the time It 
was in progress the company estab- 
lished an eight-hour workday, raised 
wages and set aside a day of each 
week to hear the grievances of em- 
ployes. Recognition of the union is 
yet to be attained, but maintenance 
of the present organization and con- 
stantly incresaing Its power in the 
field will secure recognition in the 
end." 

The situation at Butte, Montana, is 
deplorable indeed. It shows that the 
real danger to the organized labor 
movement lies within, rather than 
without The destructive forces of dis- 
ruption operating within the Butte 
miners' union has proved to be more 
effective than the combined opposition 
of all the mine owners. The spirit of 
unionism, fraternity and brotherhood 
must be re-established in Butte before 
the local organization can be rehabili- 
tated. Your committee recommends 
that the Executive Council render all 
assistance within Its power toward the 
restoration in Butte of industrial amity 
and union solidarity. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Carpeatenh— Sheet Metal Workers 
BvlldlBff Trades DepartaieBt. 

Pages 1S9 to 14S of the Executive 
Council's report contain a record of 
its transactions In connection with this 
important controversy, the entire sub- 
ject-matter of which has been dealt 
with by a special committee appointed 
under the instructions of this conven- 
tion, and your committee does not 
therefore feel called upon to deal with 
the proposition further than to com- 
mend and endorse the action of the 
Executive Council in providing for and 
bringing about the conference of the 
parties on the committee referred to. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Bricklayers ■■« AAUatcd Bvlldlng 
Trades. 

On pages 144 to 150 of the Executive 
Council's report will be found the rec- 
ord of transactions and correspondence 
of the Executive Council and the 
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onlona involved In this important con- 
troversy. 

Your committee desires to commend 
and endorse the activity of the Bxecu> 
tive Council In connection with this 
controversy. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

PiiBtlair PreMmes— -Ckleaaro News- 
paper Pslbilshen* AsseelatlOB. 

On pagres 156 to 160 of the Executive 
Council's report will be found a rec- 
ord of the correspondence and other 
transactions in connection with the 
subject-matter sufirsested in the fore- 
IToinff caption. 

We desire to commend and endorse 
the activities of the Executive Council 
in connection with this controversy and 
recommend that the Executive Council 
be instructed to continue the effort to 
briner about an adjustment and set- 
tlement of the differences between the 
Printlngr Pressmen and the Chicagro 
Newspaper Publishers' Association. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

UainUfceJ Bwslness. 

On psLge 176 of the Executive Coun- 
cil's report will be found a paragrraph 
referriner to the inability of the Ex- 
ecutive Council to accomplish duringr 
the last year all the work that was 
expected of it. As is set forth by the 
Executive Council, the Seattle conven- 
tion was one of unusual activity and it 
referred an unusual number of ques- 
tions. Important in their scope, as well 
as in their application, to the Execu- 
tive Council for Investlfiration, inquiry 
and action, and it was found humanly 
impossible to achieve within the year 
all that had been requested. 

The Executive Council asks that the 
several matters referred to be con- 
tinued in the hands of the Executive 
Council, and your committee recom- 
mends that this permission be ffraj^ted. 
We also desire to commend and en- 
dorse the Executive Council for Its ef- 
forts to accomplish the Impossible by 
attending: to everythingr referred to it 
at the Seattle convention. 

The recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 



On pages 192 and 193 of the Execu- 
tive Council's report will be found the 
report of P. M. Draper, Secretary of 
the Dominion Trades and Labor Con- 
gress, submitted to the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor. 

We desire to commend the Dominion 
Trades and Labor Congress for Its un- 
remitting activity and to congratulate 
through It the members of organized 
labor of our northern neighbors on the 
splendid prosress they are making, on 
the results they have achieved and on 
the bright hope the future holds for the 
consummation of their most ambitious 
aspirations. 



The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Appendix. 

In the appendix to the Executive 
Council's report on pages 178 to 181 
will be found the report of Wm. J. 
Spencer, secretary -treasurer of the 
Building Trades Department; on pages 
181 to 186 will be found the report of 
Secretary-Treasurer Albert J. Berres, of 
the Metal Trades Department; on pages 
189 to 190 win be found the report of 
John Scott, secretary-treasurer of the 
Railroad Employes' Department; on 
pages 191 and 192 will be found the re- 
port of James Lord, president of the 
Mining Department. 

Tour committee desires to call the 
attention of the delegates to this con- 
vention to the amount of information 
concerning the detailed operations of 
the several departments of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor during the 
last year, which operations need no re- 
view at this time. 

The matters that properly are sub- 
ject for legislation or review by this 
convention have been presented to its 
In other form by the parties most at 
Interest. 

We desire to congratulate the de- 
partments and the several unions af- 
filiated therewith on the success at- 
tained during the last year and com- 
mend them for their activity, with the 
?Tomi8e of a continuation of their ef- 
orts for the future. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

The committee amended Resolution 
91 by inserting the word "affected" in 
line 10 of the resolve. 

Resolution No. 91 — ^By Delegate Will- 
iam Green, of the United Mine Workers: 

WHEREAS, For the past fourteen 
months a strike has been In progress 
in the coal fields of Colorado, which 
strike is due In great measure to the 
non-enforcement of the laws of that 
State; and 

WHEREAS. This strike and the 
causes leading up to it have been thor- 
oughly investigated; 

First, *by a Joint committee, appointed 
by the Legislature of 1918, which com- 
mittee reported that practically all of 
the laws pertaining to the mining of 
coal in the State of Colorado were be- 
ing violated by the operators. 

Second, by a Federal Grand Jury 
sitting at Pueblo, Colorado, December 
1, 1918, which found that 

"State laws pertaining to the mining 
of coal have not been enforced. 

"Coal companies controlled the State 
and county officials. 

"Camp marshals, whose appointments 
were dictated and salaries paid by coal 
companies, have established arbitrary 
and illegal control over the miners and 
their rights and liberties. 

"For the past ten years the coal 
miners of Colorado have been working 
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under eonditions of duress and intimi- 
dation, the coal companies havingr es- 
tablished a private army practically 
throug-hout the whole mininsr district. 
In the recent strike this proprietary 
euard has been superseded by the mi- 
litia of the State» which has been still 
more destructive of civil liberty, in that 
the military commission, actingr under 
orders of the Adjutant General, has set 
aside the writ of habeas corpus and 
trial by jury." 

Third, by a committee appointed by 
the State Federation of Labor, at the 
solicitation of Governor Ammons, to 
inquire into the alleg^ed overt acts com- 
mitted by the militia. This committee 
found that the militia, individually and 
collectively, has acted with the most 
brutal and wanton license, commlttlngr 
with impunity numerous crimes, from 
murder of women and children down to 
petty larceny. 

Fourth, by a committee appointed by 
Congrress to inquire into the strike and 
the causes leadinsr up to it, which has 
disclosed a system of active peonage, 
through armed despotism, whereby the 
miners in many instances have been 
reduced to a condition of practical 
slavery; and 

WHEREAS, Repeated solicitation on 
the part of the miners, of committees 
of citizens representing the general 
public, and of State and congressional 
committees appointed to investigate 
these conditions, have completely failed 
in their efforts to bring the contendinsr 
interests together, the operators ever 
maintaining that there was nothing to 
arbitrate notwithstanding the fact that 
the State has been brought to a condi- 
tion borderingr upon civil war, in which 
the Governor has been obliged to call 
upon the President to send federal 
troops Into Colorado, thereby admitting 
that the State itself is incapable of 
dealing with the situation; and 

WHEREAS. On September 7, 1914. 
President Wilson submitted a proposal 
for a three-year truce as a basis of 
settlement, the terms of which were 
simply that each party to the contro- 
versy observe and obey the laws of the 
State of Colorado. This proposition 
was heartily accepted by the miners 
and just as summarily rejected by the 
operators, who insist now that their 
case might not be determined by the 
laws of the State or nation, but by the 
court of public opinion. Since then, 
and in fact for months previous, the 
coal companies have been conducting a 
campaign of publicity through such 
newspapers as they own and control, 
both inside and outside of Colorado, 
and through the medium of a number 
of bulletins mailed in great quantities 
to almost every community in the coun- 
try, the sole purpose of which is to de- 
ceive the general public and create a 
hearty public opinion in favor of the 
operators. 

We have examined these bulletins in 
the light of the evidence compiled by 
the Congressional Committee and have 
no hesitancy in saying that from the 
first to the last there is not a grain 



of truth in them that has not been 
distorted into a perversion of fact. As 
a case, to wit: 

Mr. Welborn, president of the Colo- 
rado Fuel and Iron Company, in a let- 
ter addressed to President Wilson, said: 
"I can state unequivocally that during 
the seven and one-half years I have 
been president w^e have not knowingly 
violated a single constitutional law of 
the State." And yet, on the witness 
stand, before the Congressional Com- 
mittee, this same Welborn admitted 
that the law against the payment in 
scrip had not been enforced by his com- 
pany; that the semi-monthly pay day, 
which became a law in 1901, had not 
been put into effect; that the eight-hour 
law, enacted in 1906, as well as the laws 
pertaining to the check weighman, 
were also ignored by his company; 
and notwithstanding these facts, the 
operators continue to send out these 
bulletins, the sole purpose of which is 
to poison public opinion, while the great 
mass of refutattve evidence gathered 
by the Congressional Committee re- 
mains buried in undigested and unob- 
tainable volumes. 

In the light of the history made in 
this strike, we deem it high time that 
the Government, which is in possession 
of all the established facts; facts which 
will prove: 

First — ^That the operators of Colorado 
have not only violated every statutory 
law pertaining to the mining of coal, 
but that they have ruthlessly trampled 
in the dust every right and guarantee 
of citizenship as wen. 

Second — ^Ninety-flve per cent, of the 
coal production of Colorado is con- 
trolled by a small group of operators, 
who exercise an absolute and oppres- 
sive monopoly and fix at will the price 
at which the public may obtain coal. 

Third — The public is so thoroughly . 
in the grip of this oppressive and ex- 
tortionate price-fixing monopoly, that 
during the strike a committee repre- 
senting the operators publicly adver- 
tised over their own signatures that, if 
the people of Colorado would help them 
put down the strike, they would, in 
turn, reduce the price of coal; and 

WHEREAS, The President's proposal 
for a three-year truce simply means 
the operation of the mines of Colorado 
in conformity with the laws of that 
State, which proposal has been ignored 
by the operators, by which act the op- 
erators nave declared that it Is their 
purpose to force upon the American 
people the absolute predominance of 
the interests they represent to rule in- 
dustrially, irrespective of the statutory 
laws of both State and nation; and 

WHEREAS, This conflict has now be- 
come paramount in its importance, na- 
tional In its scope and character, and a 
menace to peace and liberty; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Thirty-fourth 
Annual Convention, American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, 
calls upon the President of the United 
States to insist that the Colorado coal 
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operators immediately comply with the 
federal plan of settlement, and in the 
event they refuse that he take such 
steps as are necessary to havo a/ re- 
ceiver appointed for the purpose of 
taking over the mines affected and op- 
erate them in the Interest of the peo- 
ple, under federal supervision, until 
such time as the civil and political 
rlgrhts of the people are established. 

Your committee recommends concur- 
rence in the foregroing- resolution, and 
that the president and secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
instructed to immediately forward to 
the President of the United States and 
the Attorney General of the United 
States copies of this resolution, to- 
gether with the transcript of the record 
of this convention in dealing: with the 
same in order that they may be early 
and properly apprised of the attitude 
of the American Federation of Labor 
on this most vital question. 

Tour committee is of the opinion that 
the action outlined in the resolution, 
drastic thougrht it may seem, is the 
final avenue through which to reach 
the establishment of constitutional sfov- 
ernment in the State of Colorado. For 
longer than a year the public has been 
shocked by the state of anarchy that 
prevails in this great Commonwealth 
of Colorado as the immediate and in- 
evitable result of the attitude assumed 
by some of the coal mining operators 
of that State coming under the leader- 
ship and guidance of the Colorado Fuel 
and Iron Company, which is controlled 
by the greatest of all the Inflated pri- 
vate fortunes of America. It is unnec- 
essary here to enter into the details of 
the struggle that has been made in Colo- 
rado by the United Mine Workers of 
America and those associated with 
them in the effort to establish tolerable 
conditions of life in the mining districts 
of that State, but we would ibe remiss 
in our duty if we did not at this time 
renew our expressions of sympathy 
with and pledges of support to those 
men and give them whatever assur- 
ance we may that they do have the sup- 
port of the American labor movement, 
and that no effort will be spared that 
will serve to bring about such settle- 
ment of conditions in Colorado as will 
establish order in the government, jus- 
tice in the courts ana the proper and 
equal enforcement of the excellent laws 
now on the statute books of Colorado, 
but which are ignored and rendered 
nugatory by the autocratic, arbitrary 
action of those domineering corpora- 
tions that are themselves but creatures 
of the law they so flagranty violate 
or persistently ignore. 

The report of the committee wr^i 
adopted by unanimous vote. 

Unwarranted Sxtenslon of Jurisdiction 
■nd Title Joomeymen Tailors. 

Under the above caption on pages 
138 and 139 of the Executive Council's 
report will be found a report of the ac- 
tion of the Journeymen Tailors' Union 



in changing its title to "The Tailors' 
Industrial union" and extending the 
jurisdiction of that organization to in- 
clude all workers employed in the gar- 
ment or needle industries. The Execu- 
tive Council firmly and strongly re- 
buked the Journeymen Tailors' Union 
for its unwarranted action and unjusti- 
fiable assumption of extension of Juris- 
diction. 

Your committee heartily concurs in 
the action of the Executive Council and 
fully endorses the rebuke therein con- 
tained for the Journeymen Tailors' 
Union, and we would further recom- 
mend that the Journeymen Tailors' 
Union be directed by this convention of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
immediately resume its former title, 
that of the Journeymen Tailors' Union 
of America, and to cease at once all its 
efforts to operate under Its unwar- 
ranted and unjustifiable assumption of 
extended jurisdiction, and that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to notify 
all the affiliated national and interna- 
tional organizations and through them 
the local unions of the country and tlfe 
State and central bodies and directly 
affiliated organizations of this action to 
the end that the American labor move- 
ment be apprised of the attitude of the 
American Federation of Labor in re- 
gard to this unjustifiable action of the 
Journeymen Tailors' Union, and thereby 
afford the greatest publicity possible, 
to the end that the other national and 
international organizations of gr&rment 
or needle workers will not sufter by 
reason of the course pursued by the 
Journeymen Tailors' Union. 

In connection with this section of the 
report of the Executive Council, your 
committee considered the following 
resolution by the delegates of the Jour- 
neymen Tailors' Union: 

Resolution No. 98 — By Delegates B. 
J. Brais, John B. Lennon and C. N. 
Bolander, of the Journeymen Tailors* 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Numerous changes have 
occurred in the production' of custom 
tailoring during recent years, such as 
specializing, subdivision of labor, in- 
troduction of machinery and different 
business methods, the Journeymen 
Tailors' Union of America, in order to 
keep up with the development, found it 
necessary at its convention, held Au- 
gust, 1913, to change its name to the 
Tailors' Industrial union; and 

WHEREAS, This action was sub- 
mitted to referendum vote of the mem- 
bership and was likewise adopted by 
them; and 

WHEREAS, The Journeymen Tailors' 
Union of America now makes a formal 
request that it be officially recognized 
under the title of Tailors' Industrial 
Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention assem- 
bled, grants the request of the Jour- 
neymen Tailors' Union of America, and 
instructs the proper officers to make 
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the necessary changes and issue a 
<cbarter to the Tailors' Industrial 
Union. 

Your committee recommends noncon- 
currence in the resolution, but recom- 
mends that the Executive Council take 
such steps as lie within its power to 
triner togrether the representatives of 
the various unions engrasred in the 
needle workiner or grarment industry, 
to the end that a better understanding 
and closer relationship be established 
between the several unions employed In 
that industry. 

A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the report of the committee. 

Delegate Brais: In view of the recom- 
mendation of the committee, we desire to 
take this up with our organisation. 

Treasurer Liennon: I have been a mem- 
ber of the Tailors' Union since 1870. and. 
like membership in any union brings to 
a man, there have been many times 
brought to me in my connection with the 
union that which I approved and that 
which I disapproved; but I stayed with 
the union whether I approved or disap- 
proved. Whatever opportunity I have had 
to make for myself a reputation in the 
labor movement came to me because the 
tailors of this country presented the op- 
portunity. 

At the convention where this change in 
title and extension of jurisdiction was 
made I used all the influence I had to try 
to prevent its being made; subsequent to 
that I tried as best I could to prevent its 
being adopted. But it was adopted, and 
as a member of the union I am bound by 
that adoption as well as any other mem- 
ber. Nevertheless, if t understand cor- 
rectly the report of the committee, it is 
that the organization under the name of 
the Industrial Union shall make the ef- 
fort to induce the membership to rescind 
the change of name and assume the old 
title and Jurisdiction again. If that is 
not a fair inference from the report of 
the committee. I would like to have the 
committee so state. 
I can say this, that, in so far as my 

^ influence goes with the organization and 
with the membership, I will endeavor to 
have the wishes of this convention car- 

. ried out and the name and jurisdiction 
changed to what it' originally was; first, 
because I am proud of the name, and al- 
ways have been. I know, as do perhaps 
a few other men here know, that the 
tailor^ were the pioneers of the labor 
movement ngt only of the Old World, but 

, in this country. We have older unions 



menoa- 
of the I 
low — to ( 



now in our organization, I think, than has 
any other trade union on the North Amer- 
ican continent. I mean longer in contin- 
uous existence, and a great many of the 
members, like myself, are proud of the 
old name under which some degree of 
standing in the labor world was secured. 

There is one sentence in the report ef 
the committee I do not quite comprehend 
the intent of. In one line they use the 
words "at once." I want to say to the 
committee and to this convention that if 
they mean that the change back, or the 
attempt to change back, to the old title 
is to be done at once, it la impossible and 
cannot be done. 

Chairman McCuUough: The committee 
says: "To immediately resume its for- 
mer title, that of the Journeymen Tailors' 
Union of America, and to cease at once all 
its efforts to operate under its unwar- 
ranted and unjustifiable assumption of 
extended jurisdiction." 

Treasurer Liennon: That recommenda- 
tion is impossible for the officers 
organization — ^I am not an officer now- 
at once comply with, because of the fact 
that the membership, having made the 
change by referendum vote, a change can- 
not be made by the officers until by a ref- 
erendum vote they are authorized to do 
so. And I ask the committee, and I ask 
this convention, to give the organization 
that chance, which is essential, and which 
is proper and right, a period of several 
months wherein the membership may be 
reached and the subject properly submit- 
ted to them, which I believe ought to be 
done. Then, if the membership of the 
organization does not accede, it will, 
like any one else that does not accede 
to the laws of an organization, have to 
take the consequences. 

I want to say this because I know there 
has been a great deal of talk about the 
country on this subject, and I believe now 
that, with the action of this convention 
before the membership of the orgraniza- 
tion, it is within reason to expect that 
the new name of the organization may be 
rescinded and the old title again taken. 
I do not promise that, have no right to ^ 
promise it. and no power to exercise the 
right, so far as I am concerned; but we 
have a right to ask, and do ask, that suf- 
ficient time be given to allow the organ- 
ization to act. All the membership of the 
organization should be reached with argu- 
ments either for maintenance of the pres- 
ent name or a return to the old name. I 
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ask the committee if their interpretation 
of the report does not warrant this con- 
clusion: That the diiastio action which is 
to follow the refusal shall not be opera- 
tive before the first of April of next year, 
in order that there may be ample time 
for the membership of the organization to 
'give consideration to this most serious 
matter. 

Chairman McCuUoucrh: The purpose of 
the committee was not to work an undue 
hardship on the Journeymen Tailors* 
Union, but was to, if possible, bring about 
a cessation of a condition in the garment- 
working industries that was brought to 
the attention of the committee in con- 
nection with this resolution, and of which 
other unions in the needle- working Indus- 
try made complaint. They come to us 
and complain that if the Journeymen 
Tailors are allowed to continue as they 
are doing a hardship will be worked upon 
them. We did not expect the Journey- 
men Tailors would immediately, or at 
the conclusion of the convention today, 
resume the title, but that within the 
shortest time possible they would resume 
the title. But it Is possible for the Inter- 
national officers of the Journeymen Tai- 
lors* Union to cease at once to operate 
under the extended Jurisdiction they as- 
sume, and that jurisdiction was simply 
control of the efttire garment-working or 
needle Industry. If the Journeymen Tai- 
lors will cease to operate under that ex- 
tended Jurisdiction, and will oease to 
confuse the needle-working industry, and 
through that confusion affect the balance 
of the American labor movement, I can 
see no serious reason against allowing 
them three months, or six months, or un- 
til the next convention. If they will re- 
sume the old UUe of the union. 

The UUe of the union is not so vital 
to the point to be considered as is the 
unwarranted assumption of extension of 
Jurisdiction by the organization, and it is 
not against the tiUe the complaint is 
made; but it is against the operation of 
the union under its assumed Jurisdiction 
ever the entire garment-working indus- 
try. If it will be helpful to the Jour- 
neymen Tailors' Union, I will cheerfully 
amend the resolution to give them as long 
as their officers will say to this conven- 
tion they believe is reasonably necessary 
for presenting to the membership the 
matter of resuming their former title; but 
I do think this convention should in- 
sist at this time that they begin to check ^ 



their operation under their unwarranted 
assumption of tlUe. 

Delegate Bolander: I have no Intention 
of entering into a long discussion of this 
subject. I am willing to recommend to 
our union that we cease to operate, so 
ftir as Jurisdiction squabbles are con- 
cerned, or encroach upon the other unions. 
I also want this convention to recom- 
mend to the other unions that they do 
likewise towards us. 

Delegate Keep: As a member of th» 
Tailors' Industrial Union I will say 
that the convention held In Blooming- 
ton took action, that action was re- 
ferred to a referendum vote, and the 
only time It has been possible to bring 
it before the American Federation of 
LAbor Is this time. I doubt If It Is 
the intention of the men who voted 
for that in the Bloomingrton convention 
to cause any trouble. When they ask 
that the matter be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for a general confer- 
ence, I think — and I know some of the 
tailors throughout the country, as I 
am a working tailor and not an offi- 
cer — ^It will tend to settle the matter. 
I think the last part of the report, 
that the matter be referred to a con- 
ference, will settle the whole thing. 

President Oompers: In order that the 
matter may be better understood by 
the delegates and the chair. I will ask 
whether April 1. 1916, is acceptable to 
the committee? 

Delegate Rlckert: I would like to ask 
the secretary of this organisation if 
he will agree to cease all effort to or- 
ganise the workers that properly be- 
long in either of the other clothing 
organizations In the meantime. 

Delegate Brais: I want to say to 
the chairman, and to be understood by 
all concerned, that we propose so far 
as we can to organize our industry as 
rapidly as possible in our trade. You 
can take that to mean what you please; 
but so far as the development in the 
trade goes on we propose to organize 
the custom trade. 

President Oompers: The question is 
that the time within which the Jour- 
neymen Tailors' Union of America is 
expected to comply with the recom- 
mendation of the committee be set for 
April 1, 1915. All In favor of that par- 
ticular question will signify by. saying 
aye. 

The suggestion of President Oompars 
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was carried, and the recommendation 
of the committee aa amended waa 
adopted. 

Resolution No. l—By the Delegration 
of the International Seamen's Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The seamen are still 
subjected to involuntary servitude, be- 
ing compelled, in contravention of 
fundamental Chqistian ethics and 
American policy, to fulfill any contract 
to labor; and 

WHEREAS. This system, togrether 
with wlthholdingr from them not only 
all but even part of wages earned in 
ports of call, is driving from the sea 
its most efficient men; and 

WHEREAS. This condition, accentu- 
ated by the absence of any standard 
of efficiency in the men employed, is 
the dipect cause of such manslaughter 
at sea as took place in the wrecks of 
the Titanic Volturno, Monroe. Empress 
of Ireland and others, amounting to 
more than 6000 persons within the last 
five years in passenger vessels alone; 
and 

WHEREAS, It is now admitted by 
shipowners, foreign and American, that 
our present treaties and the laws made 
to correspond with them are driving 
not only the American but all white 
men from the sea; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in. convention assem- 
bledi that we urge upon Congress and 
the President the immediate enactment 
of S. 136 into law. to the end that this 
crying .evil may be abolished and the 
pledges made to the people be re- 
deemed; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this res- 
olution be forwarded to the President 
of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, the 
leader of the Senate, Senator Kern, the 
chairman of the Senate Committee of 
Commerce. Senator Clarke, and Senator 
La Follette. 

Your committee recommends concur- 
rence in the foregoing resolution and 
urges upon the delegates, and through 
them the several organizations they 
represent, the urgency of the case and 
the need of immediate action. We es- 
pecially request that the letters and 
messages be written and forwarded to 
members of Congress and the Senate 
asking for the passage of the sea- 
men's bill without further delay. 

A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the report of the committee. 

Delegate Furuseth, in discussing the 
question, said in part; There are six- 
teen treaties between the United States 
and foreign nations which will have to 
be changed according to this resolu- 
tioh. That has been taken advantage 
of by the shipowners of this country, 
who are in partnership with the ship- 
owners of Europe, to raise a tre- 



mendous ruction here In this country 
through the adoption of resolutions by 
all kinds of commercial organisations. 
These things have been forced into the 
press, being sent into the business 
offices of the press in many instances. 
The shipowners have, through their 
tremendous influence, caused the dif- 
ferent European governments to pro- 
test against this legislation. I ask you 
to take all the steps you can to assist 
us in this coming session of Congress, 
because in this session it will be finally 
determined whether the white man is 
to go to sea or not, whether America 
will have its flag on the ocean or not, 
because without the white man it can- 
not remain there. 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Vice-President Perham in the chair. 

Resolution No. 21 — By Gas and Water 
Workers' Union, No. 9840, San Fran- 
cisco, CaL: 

WHEREAS, Gas and Water Workers' 
Union, No. 9840. San Francisco, does 
hereby appeal to the convention of the 
A. F. of L. from the decision rendered 
by the Executive Council of A. F. of L.. 
May 11, to 16, 1914. held at Washing- 
ton, D. C, which reads: In the matter 
of Gas and Water Workers' Union, No. 
9840, and Plumbers' Local, No. 442, San 
Francisco Gas and Water Workers' 
Union, No. 9840. shall apply to the In- 
ternational Association of Plumbers, 
Gas and Steam Fitters for charter for 
work done in laying of mains and run- 
ning of services to gas meters other 
than high-pressure salt-water mains, 
which shall come under the jurisdiction 
of Plumbers* Union, No. 442, and in the 
meantime Gas and Water Workers* Union, 
No. 9840, and Plumbers' Union, No. 442. 
shall meet to determine their respec- 
tive jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, A committee from our 
local and like committee from Plumb- 
ers' Union have met and have been un- 
able to ' reach any agreement, on the 
ground that Plumbers' Local, No. 442. 
claims all pipe work now being done 
by members of our local; and 

WHEREAS, Our members have no 
desire to claim jurisdiction over any 
work other than work at which our 
members are regularly employed, 
namely, laying and caulking of gas and 
water mains and running of services to 
meters; and 

WHEREAS, We are compelled to pro- 
test against any union which may try 
to claim jurisdiction over any portion 
of the work our members are regu- 
arly employed at; and 

WHEREAS, Charters have been is- 
sued to various unions throughout the 
country for the same class of work our 
members have been doing, and it seems 
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na complaint has been made asaiust 
them; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, We be accorded the 
same treatment as the other unions 
whose members are doingr the same 
class of work as our members. 

Your committee recommends that the 
subject-matter of the foregoing propo- 
sition be referred to the Executive 
Council, with the recommendation that 
it take steps to secure obedience to the 
decision of the Executive Council 
therein quoted, and that if necessary 
a further conference of the parties at 
interest be called, to the end that :i 
speedy adjustment and settlement of 
tne differences may be had. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 8 — ^By Delegate Max 
Zuckerman, of the United Cloth Hat and 
Cap Makers of North America: 

WHEREAS, The millinery industry, 
consisting of ladies' cloth and straw 
hats, has by the force of a natural evo- 
lutionary development become a part 
•f the cloth hatmakinar industry, and 
was so acknowledged by the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor as far back as 3U03, when 
the jurisdiction over that trado was 
granted to the United Cloth Hat and 
Cap Makers of North Amorica; and 

WHEREAS, The United Hatters of 
North American claim jurisdiction over 
a small but Important branch of that 
trade, in consequence of which the 
United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of 
North America, in order to avoid juris- 
dictional disputes and lights in the 
ranks, not oniy is kept back from sys- 
tematic and complete organization 
work In that trade, but is also con- 
fronted with difficulties in times of 
strikes, when involuntarily one branch 
acts as a strike-breaking agency and 
assists the employers to break legiti- 
mate strikes; and 

WHEREAS. In addition to that the 
Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor has granted a few 
Federal charters to organizations in 
that trade, thereby creating jurisdi^"- 
tional disputes and causlni? a state of 
chaos to prevail .n thut trade; and 

WHEREAS, The thousands of work- 
ers in that trade cannot be organized 
and their conditions improved until the 
question of jurisdiction is settled so 
that all branches of the trade are 
united; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to call a conference 
of the representatives of the United 
Hatters of North America and the 
United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers ut 
North America at its first meeting 
after the adjournment of this conven- 
tion, and to settle once and f )r all the 
question of jurisdiction over that 
branch in order to make :)o.ssibl^ the 
effective organization of the millini'ry 
trade. 

Your commitfc'e rcrommrnd^ that the 
•ntire subject-matter of tlie foresroincr 



be referred to the Executive Council, 
with the instruction that a conference 
of the parties at iiiteiesr, togeth*%r with 
the Executive Couiicil, be called for 
the earliest date possibl? after the ad- 
journment of this convention, to th<; 
end that an agreement may be reached 
and a speedy adjustment of the differ- 
ences be had. 

The report of the committee waa 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 28 — ^By the National 
Brotherhood of Operative Potters: 

WHEREAS, The various national 
and international unions affiliated to 
the American Federation of Labor 
have complete autonomy over their 
respective crafts; and 

WHEREAS. Under this system of or- 

Sanixation there has been no end to 
tie number of disputes over the ques- 
tion of jurisdictional rights; and 

WHEREAS, All such disputes could 
be prevented by having the workers 
of all crafts in an industry, under the 
jurisdiction of one organisation; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor go on record in favor 
of organization by industry, and take 
whatever steps that may be necessary 
to bring about such change. 

Your committee recommends non- 
concurrence in the foregoing resolu- 
tion. 

The report of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 40 — By Delegate An- 
drew J. Gallagher, of the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council: 

Mr. John A. O'Connell, Secretary, 8an 
Francisco Labor Council, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Dear Sir and Brother: The News- 
paper Solicitors' Union has for the past 
six years been like a football, kicked 
all over a ten-acre lot — and at the 
same time not kicked exactly over the 
fence surrounding said lot. The treat- 
ment received has measured exactly 
with the progress of the union— that 
is, the opposition within the labor 
movement as well as lack of co-oper- 
ation, has prohibited the progress of 
the union. In fact, the conditions for 
solicitors are far worse to-day than 
six years ago. 

Therefore, it is time this union be 
given official information as to its ex- 
act status from every standpoint. For 
the purpose of fliscertaining this knowl- 
edge the Newspaper Solicitors' Union 
submits the following for this Coun- 
cil's deleg-ate to the Philadelphia Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor Conventitfh 
to place before that body and receive 
the convention's reply thereto: 

1. What is the status of Newspaper 
Solicitors' Union, No. 12,766. as an affili- 
ated union of the A. F. of L.? 

2. The Publishers' Association of 
San Francisco has for six years re- 
fused to deal with or recogntee the 
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Newspaper Solicitors' Union. Resolu- 
tion No. 29, Atlanta convention of the 
A. F. of L.. in 1911, demanded that the 
Publishers' Association of San Fran- 
cisco deal with and recoirnize the 
Newspaper Solicitors' Union. Written 
requests by the A. F. of L. to the Pub- 
lishers' Association relative to this de- 
mand have received no consideration. 
What is the A. F. of L. STOinsr to do to 
bring* about compliance with these de- 
mands? 

3. The Allied Printinsr Trades 
unions, some of them singly, or through 
their affiliations, have at all times op- 
posed and retarded any action of the 
Newspaper Solicitors' Union tending to 
coerce the Publishers' Association into 
recognizing the union. These unions 
have never assisted or co-operated 
with the Newspaper Solicitors' Union 
for the purpose of assisting this union, 
working in the same Industry with 
them, to gain union recognition and 
conditions. What is the A. F. of L. 
going to do to stop this opposition and 
to gain the co-operation of these 
unions to assist the Newspaper Solicit- 
ors' Union in unionizing the news- 
papers of the Publishers' Association 
of San Francisco? 

4. The directly chartered unions of 
the A. F. of L. pay a large percentage 
of the operating expenses of the A. 
F. of L. and receive practically no 
support in return from the A. F. of L. 
What is the A. F. of L. going: to do to 
correct this existing condition? 

Sincerely and fraternally yours. 
Newspaper Solicitors' Union, No. 12,766. 

(Slfirned) WILLIAM T. BONSOR. 
President. 

The questions propounded in the 
foregoingpursuade the 
government to recognise the unions to 
the extent of allowing government em- 
ployes in the Various departments to 
have their grievances brought before 
the proper department by the officers 
of the union to whom the employe be- 
longs. Shorter hours of labor, and pro- 
hibition of work In the textile factories 
between Saturday noon and Monday 
morning are being agitated. 

Other subjects, more characteristically 
and peculiarly British, Introduced in the 
Congress, were the proposition for a co- 
operative printing press and labor news- 
paper, a scheme for collective indus- 
trial Insurance of the children of trades 
unionists, many problems raised by the 
co-operative and city poor institutions, 
and a plan for an association to promote 
the higher education of worklngmen. 
The tariff question also came up and 
developed a good old campaign free 
trade argument, having a home-like 
ring, but with a difference. 

We were, of course, interested in hear- 
ing the report of Messrs. Abraham and 
WIgnall, the British fraternal delegates 
who attended our Convention last year. 
Their conclusions as to the status and 
prospects of unionism in this country, 
as gained from what they saw and 
heard at our Convention, are worth 
quoting. 

"Strength and solidarity. These words 
express our Impression of the labor 
movement in America. The leaders are 
met and re-met by difficulties, whilst in 
addition there M to be considered the 
great mixture of nationalities; the con- 
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stant and regular Influx of the poor of 
the countries of the world; whilst the so- 
cial hatred, which in some parts is very 
pronounced, tends to make the life of 
a labor leader in America more difficult 
than is usually imagined. 

"There is another great difficulty which 
we, in this country, have not to face; this 
is the difficulty of languages. There 
are sections of men amongst whom half 
a dozen tongues are spoken; in cases 
such as these, men are appointed whose 
duty it is to translate all that is neces- 
sary. When things of this kind are con- 
sidered, one is brought to the conclu- 
sion that there is something wonderful 
in the fact that, through it all, the 
American Federation of Labor preserves 
Its strong, vigorous personality. It 
speaks volumes for the tact, the 
courage, and the common-sense of the 
leaders, who, through it all, do their 
work well and successfully." 

A shadow rested over the Congress, 
and its presence .seemed felt to a won- 
derful degree by every member, in the 
recent death of Lady Dllke, a gracloua, 
heroic woman who had for many yeaia 
given time and effort for the promotion 
of the labor cause. The convention sent 
a message of sympathy to Sir Charles 
Dllke, and appropriated flfty pounds to 
the Lady Dllke Memorial. Fund, to be 
devoted to the enlargement of the work 
of the Woman's Trades Union, of which 
Lady Dllke was the devoted president. 
• Lady Dilke's work is being carried on 
by Miss Tutwell, another gracious wo- 
man who is giving her life to the help- 
ing of the working women of Great 
Britain. 

Aside from the pleasure derived from 
the intelligent and serious discussion of 
pertinent questions in the Congress, 
and the good fellowship enjoyed In the" 
acquaintance of the delegates, your 
representatives had the honor of being 
entertained by the Countess of War- 
wick, of having tea with the Duke and 
Duchess of Sutherland at Trentham 
Palace, and of being the guests of the 
Mayor of Hanley, Staffordshire, at a 
6 o'clock high tea. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN A. MOFFITT, 
JAMES WOOD. 



President Gompers— Mr. Gilmour, fra- 
ternal delegate from the British Trades 
Union Congress, informs me that it was 
entirely through Inadvertence that the 
fraternal delegates from this organiza- 
tion were not met on their arrival In 
England by a member of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee. That committee had 
appointed Mr. Sexton to meet the dele- 
gates on their arrival In Liverpool but 
missed them by a few minutes, and was 
afterwards unable to And them in the 
city. I make this explanation at the 
request of Mr. Gi?mour, to show there 
was no intentional slight. 

On motion of Delegate Maloney, duly 
seconded, the report of the federal 
delagates was received and made part 
of the proceedings of the Convention. 

Mr. Frank Feeney of the Interna- 
tional Union of Elevator Constructors, 
made the following report as fraternal 
delegate to fhe Trades and Labor Con- 
gress of Canada: 

To the President, the Officers and Dele- 
gates of the Twenty-flfth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor: 

Brother Delegates: Your Fraternal 
Delegate to the Trades and Labor Con 
gress of Canada begs leave to submit 
herewith the following report: 

The stay of your delegate In Canada 
was made quite home-like by the pres- 
ence of old, familiar opponents like 
the "open shop" bugbear, but more so 
by the presence of old, familiar friends, 
like the eight hour day crusaders. It 
is pleasant to relate, though, that while 
the "open shop" bugbear was present 
only In theory, the eight hour day cru- 
saders were there very much in fact 
and with Inspiring achievements to their 
credit. Your delegate refers especially 
to the great eight-hour day victory won 
by the Canadian coal miners affiliated 
with the United Mine Workers of 
America. 

In the province of British Columbia 
an eight-hour day law for all under- 
ground workers In the coal mines was 
passed already in 1904. This law became 
operative on July 1, 1906, and the Exec- 
utive Committee of the Province of 
British Columbia was able to report to 
the convention that all coal operators 
with one single exception have accepted 
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and are working under the new eight- 
hour day conditions. 

The brilliancy of this happy sign of 
the times was, however, somewhat 
dimmed in the mind of your delegate by 
the fact that a long struggle of the Ca- 
nadian trades for proper protection of 
union labels has been at least tempor- 
arily checked by opposition in the 
Dominion Senate, where laws for the 
protection of union labels have been de- 
feated. 

The advantage of the coal miners and 
the disadvantage of the union labels tell 
the main difference between conditions 
In Canada and this country. At all 
other points conditions there are gen- 
erally shaping themselves along the 
same lines as here. 

The exposure of a strike breaker 
named Graeme Hunter has, for instance, 
led the Dominion Government a step 
towards our immigration laws. It ap- 
pears that this man Hunter is convicted 
of having spread false and alluring re- 
ports about trade conditions in Canada 
for the purpose of inducing cheap con- 
tract labor to emigrate from Europe to 
Canada where this Hunter would use 
the deceived new arrivals in his strike 
breaking business. In order to stop 
Hunter's nefarious trade, the Dominion 
Parliament at Its last session passed an 
act providing punishment for any man 
or men who In or outside Canada cir- 
culate Information misrepresenting labor 
conditions In that country. 

Organized labor in Canada Is fully 
alive to the danger of indiscriminate 
immigration. There, as here, labor Is 
endeavoring to check undesirable im- 
migration. The menace of wholesale 
importation of Japanese labor is felt 
and vigorously protested. Our Cana- 
dian brothers are, however, making a 
special exception In favor of all agri- 
cultural labor, which is welcome as a 
blessing to the country, on account of 
its vast regions of uncultivated land. 

The demand of the International Ty- 
pographical Union for an eight-hour 
day was heartily indorsed by the Cana- 
dian Trades and Labor Congress and all 
affiliated unions were instructed to as- 
sist the printers in their struggle. 

The "open-shop" theory is not very 
popular In Canada. In fact It was most 
heartily denounced as a scheme to de- 



prive the working people of the Value 
and right to organize. 

The old story of some increase in 
wages but far more increase in the cost 
of living, is as fully substantiated in 
Canada as in this country. 

Your delegate carries back with him 
one request from your Canadian 
brothers. It Is an Important request 
and one which by long and able discus- 
sion was presented to your delegate 
with far more vigor than he deems him- 
self able to reflect. 

Canada desires that the American 
Federation of Labor shall hold its next 
convention on Dominion soil. 

Canada desires that the fraternal ties 
between her and our sons of toil shall 
be further strengthened. 

Canada desires a trades union revival 
and believes that only the magic pres- 
ence of the American Federation of La- 
bor will bring about the desired revival 
spirit. 

Canada hopes and prays that the or- 
ganization work of international union- 
Ism may be hastened by an International 
convention of the American Federation 
In Canada. 

Canada will welcome us not only with 
speeches and receptions, but with an 
army of recruits for the great work of 
elevating the working masses. 

In that noble, humanitarian work 
Canada believes that tariff boundaries 
may be safely Ignored. She invites us 
to break down her frontiers and Invade 
her land with our peaceful hosts of la- 
bor. Should you decide to grant the re- 
quest of Canada you will ingratiate a 
world of labor as you have already in- 
gratiated your 

Fraternal Delegate, 

FRANK FEENET. 

On motion the report was received 
and made part of the proceedings of 
the Convention. 

Delegate W. B. Wilson— I wish to re 
fer to a statement made by the delegate 
in reference to the eight-hour day In the 
Province of British Columbia. When 
the Congress met there was one excep- 
tion there to the eight-hour day system. 
That exception no longer exists. 

The following resolutions were re- 
ceived and referred to their proper com- 
mittees; 
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Resolution No. 38— By Delegate David 
8. Jones, of the Michigan Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, For yeans past the State 
of Michigan has received but little at- 
tention from the American Federation 
of Labor in the way of organizers, and 
It has been thoroughly demonstrated that 
the labor movement of any State is 
greatly benefited by having a good State 
federation; and 

WHEREAS, A great amount of or- 
ganizing has been done, which has put 
the Michigan Federation of Labor to a 
great deal of trouble in organizing tbi< 
non-union men and women and gather- 
ing them into the fold: and further, be- 
cause it is the unanimous wish of or- 
ganized labor in Michigan, that we be 
given a general organizer; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention that 
the Executive Board of the American 
Federation of Labor be requested to ap- 
point an organizer, who shall spend at 
least six months in Michigan, to assist 
in building up the unorganized workers; 
further 1 

RESOLVED. That the delegate of the 
Michigan Federation of Labor to the 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor be hereby instructed to present 
said resolutions to the Convention. 

Referred to Committee on State organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 3d— By Delegate Thomas 
I. Kidd, of the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers: 

WHEREAS. Various organizations of 
women, including some fraternally af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor, are seeking to have the govern- 
ment investigate the social and eco- 
nomic conditions of women employed in 
manufacturing and commercial pursuits; 
and 

WHEREAS, The whole subject of 
"Women in Industry" is one of vital 
concern and most intimately related to 
the whole labor problem; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that we endorse this 
movement for a thorough investigation 
of the subject by the United States Gov- 
ernment, and recommend all affiliated 
bodies to use their best endeavors to se- 
cure the passage by Congress of a bill 
having this end In view 

Referred to Committee on Education. 

Resolution No. 40— By Delegate Ernest 
Heasley, of the Newsboys* Protective 
Union: 

WHEREAS, West Virginia is now one 
of the greatest fields for union labor; 
be it 

RESOLVED. That a special organizer 
be appointed for that State. 



Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 41— By Delegates Wicr, 
of the Georgia Federation of Labor, ana 
Lindsey, of the Atlanta Federation of 
Trades: 

RESOLVED, That ail international 
unions affiliated With the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be urged to make it 
Imperative upon all local unions in their 
jurisdictions to actively affiliate with the 
local central bodies chartered by the A. 
F. of L., as is now provided for in Ar- 
ticle XII., Section 2. 

Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 

Resolution No. 42— By Delegate Her- 
bert S. Whiteman, of the Central Labor 
Council, Jamestown (N. T.): 

WHEREAS, The Union label of organ- 
ized labor makes known, in industrial 
life, those rules which all good citizens 
perform in individual life, cleanliness, 
morality, honesty, respect towards 
women, and protection for the young; 
and 

WHEREAS. It is a guarantee that the 
conditions under which an article is 
made are fair and reasonable; that child 
labor, the menace as well as a disgrace 
of modern civilization; that sweat shop, 
convict and other inferior labor do not 
and cannot enter into the production of 
goods carrying the union label; and 

WHEREAS. It is a life factor in the 
industrial development of the United 
States, through its peaceful and sacred 
mission, which has brought into exist- 
ence practical co-operation between em- 
ployer and employe by means of trade 
agreements; and 

WHKRBAS, The union label insures a 
recognition of rights; Its future stands 
for all that is noble, and is working to- 
wards a plan of perfection; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That in the twenty-fifth 
annual Convention assembled at Pitts- 
burg, Pa., the American Federation of 
Labor call upon all friends of this hu- 
mane movement when purchasing arti- 
cles for the household or personal use, 
to demand the union label, the emblem 
of Justice, on all such articles; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED. That the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor be here- 
by Instructed to send a copy of these 
f)reambles and resolutions to any organ - 
zation or society assembled in conven- 
tion, or otherwise, that are interested In 
the welfare of humanity and pitosperity 
of our country; and that copies of the 
same be sent to the labor press of 
America. 

Referred to Label Committee. 
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Resolution No. 43— By Delegate Her- 
bert 8. Whlteman, of the Central Labor 
Council, Jamestown (N. T.): 

WHEREAS, The General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, at its meeting 
held at Winona Lake, Indiana, adopted 
resolutions unanimously declaring its 
purpose to make a systematic study of 
the labor question and industrial prob- 
lems for the purpose of learning the 
aims and objects of organized labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in the twenty-fifth an- 
nual Convention assembled at Pittsburg, 
Pa., hereby welcomes such investiga- 
tions, as it can only aid in the success 
of the great and grand cause of labor. 

Referred to Committee on Education. 

Resolution No. 44— By Delegate Her- 
bert S. Whlteman, of the Central Labor 
Council, Jamestown (N. Y.): 

WHEREAS. It has been demonstrated 
that the post office departments in all 
civilized countries work for all, rich as 
well as poox*. poor as well as rich; and 

WHEREAS, It has been further dem- 
onstrated in other countries that the 
operation of the parcels post system in 
connection with the post office depart- 
ments has not only been successful, but 
beneficial to all people from an econom- 
ic standpoint; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in the twenty -fifth an- 
nual Convention assembled at Pittsburg, 
Pa., does hereto" go on record in favor 
of the United States Government opera- 
ting a parcels post system In conect- 
tlon with the post office department; 
and be it lastly 

RESOLVED. That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby instructed to agitate this im- 
portant question whenever the opportu- 
nity presents Itself, and to work for its 
adoption In the United States. 

"Referred to Committee on Resolution* 



Resolution No. 45— By Delegates Wil- 
liam McSorley and W. C. Davlo: 

RESOLVED. In view of the fact that 
the Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' In- 
ternational Union has been under such 
heavy expense, and have had so much 
trouble during the past year and our 
treasury is so depleted, that we request 
the American Federation of Labor to ap- 
point a pad organizer for the short term 
of six months, to work in the interest of 
the Wood. Wire and Metal Lathers' In- 
ternational Union. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tions. 



Resolution No. 46— By Delegate* Wil- 
liam McSorley and W. C. Davlo: 

WHEREAS, The Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union do 
hereby protest against the action of the 
Central Federated Unions of New York 
City in refusing to seat Local No. 242, 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union, in that body in place of 
the Independent Lathers' Union of New 
York City; and 

WHEREAS, This is a direct violation 
of the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the Convention as- 
sembled instruct the Central Federated 
Union of New York City to seat Local 
No. 242 of the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers' International Union as It is 
the only bona fide International I>*cal 
Lathers In the City of New York. 

Referred to Grievance Committee. 

Resolution No. 47— By Delegates WU* 
Ham McSorley and W. C. Davio: 

WHEREAS, The Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union, do 
hereby enter protest against the actions 
of the Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, as they are trying to disrupt In the 
following ways, our International Union: 

First:— At the Philadelphia Conven- 
tion of the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers' Union, where they passed res- 
olutions to the effect that they would 
grant charters to Metal Lathers' Unions 
throughout the country, which is a di- 
rect violation of the laws of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Second: — They have granted charters 
to men who have seceded and deserted 
our Local Unions during a strike, for 
which offense these men were all fined 
by the Lathers' International Union. 

Third: — We will state that they have 
further disregarded and ignored the ac- 
tions of the San Francisco Convention, 
and openly state that they will not live 
up to the laws of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Fourth: — We further protest against 
the action of their International Presi- 
dent In writing to firms that we were to 
have conference with, and stating that 
in the future all metal lathing would be 
done by the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers' Union, and advising them not 
to enter into any agreements with the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union 

Fifth:— We further protest against the 
action of the President of the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers, who has 
even gone so far as to visit the locals 
of the Wood, Wire ard Metai Lathers' 
International Union, and trying to get 
them to affiliate with the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers, by giving them false and 
flagrant promises; and 
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WHEREAS, All of these tactic* 
are against the policies and princi- 
ples of the American Federation 
of Labor, and this action that they have 
taken does not look like fraternity to 
us; nor does it show them to be very 
good exponents of the true principles of 
good trade unionism, in granting char- 
ters to the seceders and deserters from 
the ranks of good bona fide union men; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention go on rec- 
ord as disapproving of any organization 
violating agreements and trying to dis- 
rupt bona fide international unions, as 
is clearly shown by the action of the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, at 
recent Convention in Philadelphia; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor assembled, instruct the 
National Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers to revoke the 
charters of Local No. 90, of Baltimore, 
and Local No. 78. of San Francisco, 
which are composed of seceders and men 
who should come under the jurisdiction 
of the Wood, Wire and Metal Interna- 
tional Union. 

Referred to Grievance Committee. 

Resolution No. 48 — By Delegate Gail- 
lard, of the New York City Central Fed- 
erated Union: 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union has failed to create harmony be- 
tween the local unions of Butcher 
Workmen of New York City and vicin- 
ity and the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen; be tt 

RESOLVED, That the matter at issue 
be referred to the Twenty-fifth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, with the request to adjudi- 
cate the trouble; be it further 

RESOLVED, That a representative of 
the said local unions be permitted to 
appear before the proper committee tv 
whom this matter may be referred. 

Referred to Grievance Committee. 

Resolution No. 49— By Delegate Gall- 
lard, of the New York City Central Fed- 
erated Union: 

WHEREAS, The question of jurisdic- 
tion in breweries, between the National 
Union of Steam Engineers and Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Firemen, and the 
International Union United Brewery 
Workers has disturbed the peace and 
harmony of organized labor throughout 
the country; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union has carried • out the policy of 
strict trade customary of the American 
Federation of Labor, In insisting thai 
the breweries of Greater New York rec- 
ognise ind contract with the local 
unions of the aforementioned Engineers 
and Firemen's organizations for the men 
employed in the engineering and firing 
departments; therefore, be it 



RESOLVED. By this Twenty-flfth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, that the Interests 
of the organized labor movement can 
best be conserved by demanding that 
the Engineers and Firemen in breweries 
join their respective trade organisations 
immediately upon adjournment of this 
Convention; and be it further' 

RESOLVED, That in tne event of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workers refusing to of>ey this demand, 
the Executive Council is Instructed to 
revoke the charter of the said Brewery 
Workers forthwith. 

Referred to Grievance Committee. 

Resolution No. 60-By Delegate Henry 
H. Boettger, of Davenport (la.) Trades 
and Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, It has become an as- 
sured fact that the welfare of one is the 
concern of all, and this should be pai • 
ticularly applied to unions and union 
men; and 

WHEREAS, There are some weak or- 
ganizations in the City of Davenport 
that are in dire need of moral support 
and encouragement, chiefly the demand 
of the union labels of the various crafts, 
which would greatly help to strengthen 
same; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor recommend the sending of an or- 
ganizer to our locality, who will devote 
as much time as possible to bring about 
the required harmony and enthusiasm. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 51— By Delegate Henry 
H. Boettger, of Davenport Trades and 
Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, A continual difference ex 
isis between the Davenport Trades and 
Labor Assembly and the Tri-Clty Laboi 
Congress, the latter having for its ob- 
ject the disruption of our Central Body, 
as weii as discouraging unions from our 
city In affiliating with us, especially Tri- 
City organizations: and 

WHEREAS, By so doing it is detri- 
mental to both sides, as well as to the 
labor movement in general, for It dis- 
courages organization of new crafts; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor instruct the. national organiza- 
tions that their locals (If such exist) In 
Davenport, whether Tri-City or not, 
mutt affiliate with our Central Body, 
and that Tri-City organizations only 
pay per capita tax on the number of 
members resl^'n^ In Davenport (Iowa), 
the Tri-City Labor Congress to receive 
the other and by so doing It will create 
more perfect v arm*uy In Doth cities, ana 
will eliminate tt everlasting strug- 
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ITle for supremacy so detrimental to 
both sides once and for all. 

Referred to Committee on State Or- 
ganisation. 

Resolution No. 62— By Delegate Georgu 
Goss, of Central Labor Union of New 
London (Conn.) : 

WHEREAS, The Local Union of 
Molders No. 166, of New London, Conn., 
was affiliated with the Central Labor 
Union in its district from February lu, 
1902. to April 1, 1905. withdrawing their 
delegates then; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that the International 
Union of Molders be instructed to no- 
tify Local No. 166 to affiliate with the 
Central Body of their district. 

Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies. 

Resolution No. 68— By Delegate George 
Goss of New London (Conn.) Central 
Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The Local Union of Car- 
penters, No. 1411, organized about May 
1, 1905, have not affiliated with the 
Central Labor Union in its district; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That it is the sense of 
this Convention that the United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners be in- 
structed to notify Local No. 1411 to af- 
filiate with the Central Body of their 
district. 

Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies. 

Resolution No. 54— By Delegate George 
Goss, of Central Labor Union of New 
London (Conn.): 

WHEREAS, Tho labor condition of 
New London (Conn.) has been on 
the down grade for the last two years, 
on account of not having suitable or- 
ganizers; and the necessity of having a 
suitable organizer under salary is ap- 
parent; be it, therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we respectfully 
ask the delegates in Convention assem- 
bled to Instruct the Executive Council 
to appoint a resident, State or other or- 
ganizer under salary, to work in the 
City of New London for a period of one 
or two months, or. such time as the Con- 
vention sees flt to recommend. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 55— By Delegate George 
Goss, of Central Labor Union of New 
London (Conn.): 

WHEREAS, The labor movement in 
New London (Conn.) has undoubtedly 



been weakened by having two organ- 
izers in the past, one of whom refused 
to do any work, and the other being a 
suspended member of Musicians' Union 
No. 286, and thus virtually being with- 
out an organizer; and 

WHEREAS Notwithstanding an ap- 
peal by the Central Labor Union that a 
person recommended by them be ap- 
pointed, they being fully conversant 
with the conditions that exist, even 
after a letter having been received from 
President Gompers that the person 
named by them would receive creden- 
tials, no such credentials have been re- 
ceived by said person; be it. therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we respectfully ask 
the delegates in Convention assembled 
to instruct the Executive Council to 
authorize the Secretary to send no- 
tice to Central Labor Unions affil- 
iated with the A. F. of L. to recom- 
mend suitable person or persons In 
their locality as such organizer or or- 
ganizers if they have a choice in regard 
fo same, and that their wishes be com- 
plied with. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 5*— By Delegate G. E. 
Brookshaw, of Central Labor Union of 
Salisbury (N. C): 

WHEREAS, The Esch-Townsend Bill, 
now pending before the Congress and 
Senate of the United States, seeks to 
take out of the hands of the railroad 
owners the right to make rates on 
freight and arbitrarily piace it in the 
hands of the Interstate Railroad Com- 
mission; and. 

WHEREAS, This would remove the 
railroad managers further from their 
army of employes and would certainly 
reduce wages, which reduction the rail- 
road managers would shift upon the 
commissioners, thus causing our railroad 
brothers great loss in wages, as well as 
wages arising from other industries, by 
reason of the Influence it would have 
upon wages generally; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. P. of L. use 
its good offices with the U. S. Senate 
and Congress to defeat said bill. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 67— By Delegate G. B. 
Brookshaw, of Salisbury (N. C.) Central 
Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Tho record of immigration 
to the United States shows that more 
than 900,000 foreign born persons landed 
upon American soil during the past 
year. Not only the sturdy people who 
came before the sixties to And a place 
where they might worship God according 
to the dictates of their own consciences, 
to build up homes for themselves and 
their families and, if necessary, to dio 
in the defense of the Stars and Stripes, 
but lrom the pauper districts of South- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



102 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



ern Europe and the Oriental countries, 

theJncubator* - of Nihilism, anaxefcy, 

dfegase andlxrtnae^ an* 

WHEREAS, To continue in a state of 
indifference towards this greatest of 
evils, to rely upon present laws (which, 
\ if enforced, will neither snut out this 
tide of Ignorance, pauperism, vice and 
I crime, nor protect us against the com- 
J petitive alien) will soon overwhelm and 
I destroy us and place us on a par with 
the wage scale and social conditions of 
/ Southern Europe and the Oriental coun- 
tries; and 

WHEREAS, This restriction of immi- 
gration has become an economic neces- 
sity and should be made a live political 
iSMue in every Congressional District; 
therefore, be it 
1 RESOLVED, That we demand the 
enactment of such laws as will 
. shield us from the depressing^ _„ei- 
. fects of unrestricted 'immigration, to" the 
' end that the American mechanic and la- 
borer may not only be protested against 
/the product of foreign pauper labor, 
/but that we may be protected against 
[direct competition in our country by the 
\ Incoming of the competitive alien, the 
foreign pauper laborers themselves; and 
p be It further 

RESOLVED, That we demand the 
early reformation of our naturalization 
laws, the requirements of citizenship 
greatly raised, the elective franchise 
made only a hi*h privilege reserved Tor 
the deserving and then only after a 
continuous residence in decent compar- 
ison with that required of a native born 
citizen: and be it furtner 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-fifth 
Convention of the American Federa- 



tion of Labor do all in its power for the 
passage of such laws which we believe 
will be for the benefit of the 



Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 58— By Delegate G. IS. 
Brookshaw, of Salisbury (N. C.) Central 
Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The garnishee laws of 
some of the 'States work great hardship 
and privation on citizens of other States 
which have no garnishees on the wages 
of labor; and 

WHEREAS, we do not wish to pro- 
tect dishonesty In the way of non-pay- 
ment of honest debts, but a working 
man's wages gamisheed at such a long 
distance from where he is at work, 
whether it is just or unjust, he is un- 
able to go to the seat of court to de- 
fend himself, and his wages are held 
back until he Is forced to submit, rather 
than see his wife and children suffer for 
the substance of life; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. P. of L 
take this matter up and use its good of- 
fices and influence with the United 
States Congress and senate, to get 
them to pass a law, prohibiting the 
garnishment of wages of labor in an- 
other State, wherein such State exempts 
wages of Its own citizens from being 
gamisheed. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

On . motion of Vice president Kldd the 
convention was adjourned to meet at 
nine o'clock a. m., Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 16th. 
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THIRD DAY— Morning Session, 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M. Wednesday, November 15th, 
First Vlco President Duncan In the 
chair. 

Absentees— Rice, Schaerer, Schirra, 
Myrup, Kline, Whaley, Kemper, Grimes, 
Da mm. Richardson, Zuckerman, Reidy, 
Feeney, Rickert, Altman, Schlesinger, 
Hays (D. A.) Lockwood, Moffitt (John 
A.), Maher, Shalvoy, Lllien, Foster (W. 
H.), Roach, O'Connell, Wilson (John L.) f 
Doyle, Downey, Wilson, (W. B.), Demp- 
sey. Miller, Cain, Jordan, Dlx, Higgins, 
Penje, Freel, Biggs, Flood. Doody, Hib- 
bert, Powell (George), Miller, Alexan- 
der, Weir, Dean, Hanraty, Perkins, 
Peetz, Fa'son, Hobby, Lindsey^ Skehan, 
Conroy, Roemer, Boettger, Fitzgerald, 
(Jas. F.^ Woodman, Wall, Bower, Baln- 
bridge, Humphrey, Goss, Mllburn, Love, 
Creagcr, Brownfleld, McCullen, Comer- 
ford, Gebhart, Rodler, Mitchell (Thos.), 
Alter, Moffitt (Chas. M.). Frazier, Bald- 
win, Sheffield, Ritthamel, Ring, Van 
Dyke, Wilson (Miss Agnes). 

On motion of Treasurer Lennon, the 
reading of the minutes was dispensed 
with. 

Delegate W. D. Ryan, for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 1— By Delegate O. H. 
11111. of the International Association of 
U:ldge and Structural Iron Workers: 

WHEREAS. The International Associ- 
ation of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers has been drawn into serious 
difficulty with the American Bridge 
Company; and 

WHEREAS, Said American Bridge 
Company, through Its agents and sub- 
contractors, is using its gigantic power 
to crush organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, Every honorable means 
have been resorted to by the officers of 
our International Association to bring 
about harmonious relations between its 
affiliated locals and said American 
H ridge Company without success; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, at Its twenty -fifth an- 
nual Convention, indorse said strike of 
the International Association of Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers against the 
American Bridge Company. 



The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council, with power to act. 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 2— By Delegate A. 
Furuseth, of the International Seamen's 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The towing at sea of log- 
rafts and long strings of barges, each 
incapable of being managed at sea by 
its own crew; and 

WHEREAS, Such towing necessarily 
endangers human lives and obstructs 
navigation; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That this Convention re- 
iterates its former urgent request that 
proper laws be enacted by Congress; 
and further be it 

RESOLVED. That this resolution be 
submitted to the proper committees of 
Congress. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 3— By Delegates Collis 
Lovely. C. L. Baine, A J. Whaley, Em- 
mett T. Walls and George Bury, of the 
Boot and Shoe Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor is unalterably opposed to the 
employment or use of convict labor In 
the production of any article which 
brings such convict labor in competition 
with free labor in the open market; and 

WHEREAS, Such use of convict labor 
In certain States of this country has 
been prohibited by the enactment of 
suitable legislation, to the great benefit 
of free labor; and 

WHEREAS, We heartily commend and 
endorse the efforts which have been 
made by the friends of labor, resulting 
!n the enactment of such legislation; 
now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in convention assembled, 
that it most strongly advocates the 
passage of laws for the abolition of the 
use of convict labor in the production of 
articles which are sold In competition 
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with free labor, and bereby pledges Its 
support in procuring the enactment of 
such laws by the legislatures of all* 
States where convict labor is so used, 
and to that end requests the various 
Slate Federations of Labor to actively 
support and promote the enactment of 
such legislation in their respective 
States; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
and he is hereby authorized and directed 
to forthwith forward to the Secrotary of 
the Federation of Labor in each State 
a properly authenticated copy of this 
resolution. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution" be concurred in. 

The recommendation* of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 4— By Delegates James 
O'Connell, James J. Creamer, O. H. 
Warner and A. E. Ireland, of the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists: 

"WHEREAS, The employes of the 
United States navy yards, arsenals and 
gun factories are employed on the eight- 
hour basis, and are successfully com- 
peting with contract shops operating on 
the ten-hour basis in the manufacture 
of ordnance and equipment for the army 
and navy; and 

WHEREAS, A large amount of this 
work is at present being done by private 
concerns at an increased cost to the 
United States Government for an In- 
ferior quality of work; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor instruct its legisla- 
tive committee to assist the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists m se- 
curing the endorsement by Congress of 
a measure looking toward Increasing the 
United States navy yards, arsenals and 
gun factories, to the end that the Gov- 
ernment may be in such position by en- 
larged navy yards, arsenals, gun facto- 
ries, etc.. etc., that all work required by 
the Government may be produced in the 
said navy yards, arsenals and gun fac- 
tories. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in, with the fol- 
lowing amendment: That the words 
"Legislative Committee" be stricken 
out and the words "Executive Council" 
inserted. 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 5 — By Delegate William 
A. Davis of the Virginia Federation of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS, There will be held In 1907. 
* on tne waters and shores of Ham»t"-i 



Roads, in the State of Virginia, an Ex- 
position which will celebrate the 300th 
anniversary of the first permanent set- 
tlement of English-speaking people in 
America, made at Jamestown in Vir- 
ginia; and 

WHEREAS, The directors of this 
Jamestown Exposition have formally re- 
solved to employ only organized labor 
In the construction of their buildings; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled, appreciating the recognition which 
the Jamestown Exposition has accorded 
to organized labor, earnestly requests 
that organized labor in Norfolk, Ports- 
mouth, Newport News, Berkley and 
Hampton, which may be affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, sn- 
deavor in every manner to work in sym- 
pathy with the Exposition authorities so 
as to preclude the possibility of delays, 
strikes or unnecessary misunderstand- 
ings during the construction of said 
Exposition; be it further 

RESOLVED That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor extend its best wishes 
to the Jamestown Exposition Company 
and pledge the hearty support of the 
Federation, the Central Labor Unions 
throughout the country, and the general 
officers of the Federation in whatever 
way may be possible to aid in making 
this great undertaking an unqualified 
success. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in, witn the fol- 
lowing amendment: That the words 
"provided these mutually satisfactory 
conditions continue to exist" be added 
to the third paragraph. 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 6— By Delegate A. Furu- 
seth, of the International Seamen's 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Investigations have dem- 
onstrated the main cause of the great 
loss of lives in shipwrecks to be a deck 
crew Insufficient in numbers and in in- 
dividual skill; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we hold it to be the 
duty of Congress to amend existing 
law that these inexcusable defects may 
be remedied and the present reckless 
gambling with human lives brought to 
an end; and further be it 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be 
transmitted to the appropriate commit- 
tees of Congress. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

jvro«?Mor»t Gompers In the ^ba'r. 
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Resolution No. 8— By Delegate Edward 
J. Baker, of the I. U B. Leather Work- 
ers on Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, The conditions as regards 
wages paid leather workers at the Gov- 
ernment Arsenal at Rock Island, 111., are 
not what they should be; and 

WHEREAS, The piece work system 
carried on there makes it nothing more 
than a sweat shop; therefore; be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to give all the assistance at 
their command to the officers of the In- 
ternational United Brotherhood of 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods in 
their efforts to do away with the 
piece work system, and establish a min- 
imum wage scale for day work. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the Commit 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 9— By Delegate Rosen- 
berg, of the Seattle (Wash.) Central La- 
bor Council: 

WSHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, greatly allayed by the passage 
and enforcement of the Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act, has been succeeded by an evil 
similar in general character, but much 
more threatening in its possibilities, to- 
wit: 

The immigration to the United States 
and Its insular territory of large and 
increasing numbers of Japanese and Ko- 
rean laborers; and 

WHEREAS, American public senti- 
ment against the Immigration of Chi- 
nese labor as expressed and crystallized 
in the enactment of the Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act. finds still stronger justifica- 
tion in demanding prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the im- 
migration of Japanese and Korean labor, 
on the grounds p), that the wage and 
living standard of «uch labor are dan- 
gerous to and must, if granted recogni- 
tion in the United States, prove de- 
structive of the Amoiican standards in 
these essential respects; (2), that a ra- 
cial Incompatibility, as between the peo- 
ple of the Orient and the United States, 
presents a problem of race preservation 
which it is our imperative duty to solve 
in cur own favor, and which can only 
te thus solved by a policy of exclusion; 
and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion of these Oriental races in our in 
sular territory In the Pacific, and the 
threatened and partly accomplished ex- 
tension of that system to the Pacific 
Coast and other western localities of the 
United States, constitutes a standing 
danger, not only to the domestic peace, 
but to the continuance of friendly rela- 
tions between the nations concerned; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be en- 



larged and extended so as to perma- 
nently exclude from the United States 
and Its insular territory all classes of 
Japanese and Koreans, other than those 
exempted' by the present terms of that 
Acb; further 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted through the proper avenues 
to the Congress of the United States, 
with a request for favorable considera- 
tion and action by that body. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Commit- 
tee on President's Report. 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 20—By Delegate C. J. 
Harrington, of the International Sea- 
men's Union: 

WHEREAS, Our maritime law and 
our treaties with foreign nations still 
recognize the ownership of one man by 
another, and enforces such ownership by 
offering rewards for escaped seamen in 
the same way as rewards are offered for 
the recapture of escaped convicts, and 
by compelling: such seamen to labor 
against their will on private vessels or 
suffer punishment for refusal; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED That this Convention de- 
mauds from Congress that the law and 
the treaties be so amended as to give to 
seamen the same individual freedom ac- 
corded to other men. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred In. 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 



Resolution No. 22. — By Delegate Joseph 
T. Sherier, of the Stenographers, Typewrit- 
ers, Bookkeepers, and Assistants' Union No. 
11,778, of Washington D. C: 

WHEREAS, The stenographers, typewrit- 
ers, bookkeepers, and office clerks generally 
throughout the country are now and always 
have been compelled to work for very 
meager wages, and under unfavorable con- 
ditions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Pittsburg Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
urge the organizers of the A. F. of L. and 
the officers of the affiliated national and 
international unions to use their best efforts, 
and render every assistance possible, in 
organizing the stenographers, typewriters, 
bookkeepers and office clerks throughout 
the country. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred In. 
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Resolution No. 32. — By Delegates Joseph 
N. Weber, Owen Miller, Eugene A. Johnson, 
of the A. F. of M.: 

WHEREAS, The Conventions of the A. F. 
of M. have repeatedly protested against the 
system which permits the Government to 
organise enlisted men into military and naval 
bands, equip and train them at the expense 
of the tax payers, and then place them in 
direct competition with civilian musicians 
who have none of these advantages; and 

WHEREAS, Not only are these military 
and naval bands allowed to enter the com- 
petitive field in free and often unfair com- 
petition with civilian musicians, but when- 
ever civilian musicians resist any attempt 
on the part of the employer to reduce 
wages, or when the employer refuses to com- 
ply with the conditions established by civilian 
musicians, the availible military and naval 
bands in the service of the Government are 
always called upon to take the place of the 
civilian, and in every case the military and 
naval authorities have allowed the oands 
in the Service to be used as strike breakers, 
and thus beat the civilian musicians in their 
efforts to better their conditions, and 

WHEREAS, The musicians are the only 
civilians who are subject to the direct com- 
petition of the enlisted men in the army 
and navy of the United States, and in no 
other craft, vocation or profession does the 
Government attempt to organise the enlisted 
men of such and place them in direct com- 
petition with civilians of the same calling, 
or allow them to act as strike breakers, and 

WHEREAS, Believing such practices un- 
just and entirely contrary to the functions 
for which this Government was created, i*nd 
should have no place on American soil; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the A. F. of L., assembled 
at Pittsburg, Pa., reiterate its former con- 
demnation of this unjust system of competi- 
tion on the part of our common Government, 
and the President of the United States, in 
his capacity as Commander-in-chief, is re- 
spectfully petitioned to stop such unfair com- 
petition and unwarranted interference of the 
military and naval authorities in the private 
affairs of civilians by the issuing of the 
necessary orders to prevent a recurrence 
of the use of either the military or naval 
arm of the Government as strike breakers, 
as was done in New Orleans during the Mardi 
Gras festivities, February, 1904-5, or forc- 
ing a military band upon the parade of the 
Knights Templar in Boston, Mass., May, 
1905, regardless of the rules of the A. F. 
of M., thus causing all members of the 
A. F. of M. present to refuse further serv- 
ice, entailing great loss and inconvenience 
upon many innocent people; and be it further 
RESOLVED, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the A. T. of L. is hereby in- 
structed to make special efforts to take ad- 
vantage of any op-^rtunity that may present 
itself, either by the introduction of a bill, 
or an amendment to a bill already intro- 
duced, which will make it illegal under the 
statutes of the United States for enlisted 
men to be used in competition with civiliai* 
for any purpose whatever. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in, with the fol- 



lowing amendment: That the words 
"Legislative Committee." in the last 
paragraph, be changed to read "Exec- 
utive Council." 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Secretary Morrison read the follow- 
ing: communications: 

Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 14. 1905. 
President Samuel Gompers. Pittsburg. 

Lincoln Central Labor Union congrat- 
ulates Federation on action concerning 
Typographical Union and support there- 
of. 

I. R. BELONG. 

Mt Airy, Pa., Nov. 14, 1905. 
President Samuel Gompers, National 
Federation of Labor. Old City Hall, 
Pittsburg, Pa.: 

The National Women's Suffrage As- 
sociation appreciates the splendid loy- 
alty of the American Federation of La- 
bor to the cause of woman suffrage and 
congratulates the Federation on the re- 
cent triumphs of manhood over corrup- 
tion and greed. 

ANNA H. SHAW. 

San Francisco, Cala., Nov. 14, 1905. 
Frank Morrison, Secretary American 
Federation of Labor, Pittsburg, Pa,: 
Your telegram of congratulations on 
my re-election as Mayor of San Fran- 
cisco is gratefully acknowledged. Kind- 
ly convey to the members of the Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor my sincere appreciation of their 
expressions of goodwill and best wishes 
for the accomplishment of every object 
for which the representatives of organ- 
ised labor are now assembled. 

Fraternally your s, 

E. E. SCHMTTZ. 
Mayor. 

CITY OF ST. PAUL, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

St. Paul, Nov. 13, 1905. 
Fmnk Morrison, Esq., Secretary Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, Washington, 
D. C: 

Dear Sir: Having been apprised by tho 
representatives of our local trades unions 
that the delegation in the Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor at 
Pittsburg representing the City of Min- 
neapolis is desirous of securing the hon- 
or for that community of being chosen 
as the next meeting place of your body, 
I take the liberty of adding my voice 
to that of tho residents of our sister 
city in favor of its selection I can as- 
sure you that the amplest facilities ex- 
ist in rttiat city for the comfortable en- 
tertainment of your delegates, and for 
the most successful conduct of your 
Convention. 

Aside from the other great advant- 
ages which Minneapolis possesses in this 
behalf, which advantages will no doubt 
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be placed before you with all clearness, 
there Is. of course, the important con- 
sideration that that city is located only 
a few miles from this. In the event 
that your Convention, or those author- 
ized to act for iti should decide on Min- 
neapolis, it is proper that I should say 
that we here are strong advocates of 
the cause of organized labor; that the 
men of your movement constitute a 
most valuable element in our citizen- 
ship, being distinguished by the best of 
the qualities which have given tho 
American people their present position 
of national prominence, and that the 
delegates to your Convention who hap- 
pen to come to this city during their 
stay will be welcomed with genuine 
Western hospitality. 

Let me add the other important fact, 
that these two cities and their immedi- 
ate environment possess as many points 
of general interest, and much more of 
natural arid scenic beauty, as can be 
found elsewhere among the various 
great cities of the country. 

Very respectfully yours, 
ROBERT A. SMITH. 
Mayor. 

On motion of Delegate Mhhon, the 
Convention was then adjourned to meet 
at 2 P. M. 

The following resolutions were re- 
ceived and referred to the proper com- 
mittees: 

Resolution No. 69 — By Delegate James 
Duncan, of the Granite Cutters' Interna- 
tional Association: 

RESOLVED, That the best interests of 
labor require the admission of women to 
full citizenship as a matter of justice to 
them and as a necessary step towards 
Insuring and raising the scale of wages 
for all. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. «0 — By Delegates Max 
Morris, of the Retail Clerks, and Otto 
F. Thum, of the Denver Trades Assem- 
bly: ' 

WHEREAS, The Denver Trades and 
Labor Assembly, a body affiliated with 
the A. F. of L., being In possession of 
the facts, did, on May 14, 1905, adopt and 
circulate the following warning: 

TO ALL CONCERNED-A WARNING. 

All Central Bodies and unions are 
hereby notified that the man, P. H. 
Sculiin, representing the National 
Peace Association, is deemed by this 
Assembly guilty of practices contrary 
to the ethics and principles of unionism. 
He has collected money from Chinamen 
through the endorsement of the San 
Francisco Six Companies on assurance 
that the unions will cease their opposi- 
tion to Chinese cheap labor. We deem 
It wise that the arbitration principle, 



which Is good in itself, should not be 
compromised by any method of graft or 
misrepresentation. Hence, this warning. 
Labor papers please copy. 

(Signed) W. E. SHIELDS. Pres., 
(Attest) S. G. FOSDICK, Sec. 

WHEREAS, The means at the 
hands of the Denver Trades and Labor 
Assembly to circulate this warning is 
limited, thus permitting Mr. Scullln to 
practice his deception In otner centers of 
labor; therefore 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the foregoing 
warning is hereby endorsed, and our 
Secretary Is instructed to immediately 
send the same to ' all affiliated bodies, 
as well as to all union labor papers, 
with the request that the same be given 
the widest possible publicity. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 61 — By Delegate Mrs. 
Mae Keough, of the Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers: 

WHEREAS. On April 27th, 1906, the 
collar and shirt manufacturers of Troy, 
N. Y., at the instigation of the 
firm of Cluett, Peabody & Co., 
who were attempting a wage re- 
duction of fifty per cent, locked out 
seven hundred members of Local Union 
No. 2, of the Shirt, Waist and Laundry 
Workers' International Union; and 

WHEREAS, The above named Inter- 
national Union and the members of 
Local Union No. 2 have been ready and 
willing at all times to submit the ques- 
tion at issue to a Board of Arbitration, 
or In any other honorable manner, set- 
tle this long standing controversy; and 

WHEREAS, The Collar and Shirt 
Manufacturers' Association have refused 
all overtures for a settlement from the 
above named International Union, the 
Central Labor Union of Troy, N. Y., 
and a committee of merchants of Troy, 
N. Y.: and 

WHEREAS. The Collar and Shirt 
Manufacturers' Association, of Troy, N. 
Y., state that the only reason that they 
will not be a party to a conference with 
a committee from a labor union Is that it 
would lead to the organization of the 
other different departments of their .fac- 
tories, to the number of twenty thous- 
and, who, under present conditions, are 
afraid to organize; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the or- 
ganization have displayed a loyalty to 
the union unprecedented, as not one 
member has proven disloyal in the six 
months' struggle now gomg on; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, do pledge Itself to assist the Shirt, 
Waist ar.d Laundry Workers' Interna- 
tional Union with its moral and finan- 
cial support, to the end that we may 
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not only win this struggle, but organ- 
ize the many thousands of workers, now 
unorganized in Troy, N. Y.; and be it 
RESOLVED, That all members of or- 
ganized labor be requested to refrain 
from purchasing any of the product of 
Cluett, Peabody & Co., until the strug- 
gle now going en is settled satisfactory 
to the Shirt, Waist and Laundry Work- 
ers' International Union. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 62 — By Delegate Mrs. 
Mae Keough, of Shirt, Waist and Laun- 
dry Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The label of the Shirt, 
Waist and Laundry Workers is, and has 
been, duly recognized as the only label 
to be recognized on all shirts, collars 
and cuffs, by the A/nerican Federation 
of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That we do now reaf- 
firm our recognition of said label, and 
do recommend that all members of or- 
ganized labor request said label when 
purchasing shirts, collars and cuffs, and 
also to see that it is stamped on laun- 
dry lists. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 63 — By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth, of the Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers. 

WHEREAS, The Northwestern Terra 
Cotta Co., of Chicago, has been on the 
unfair list of the American Federation 
of Labor for a number of years, and the 
said boycott has been rendered ineffec- 
tive by the fact that the Building 
Trades continue to work on buildings 
constructed of said firm's material, and 
to handle said material in the construc- 
tion of buildings, particularly in the 
cities of Pittsburg, Chicago and St. 
Louis; therefore, t>e it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the building 
trades of these cities and others where 
the Northwestern Terra Cotta Co. has 
contracts, render every assistance to the 
International Alliance In their efforts to 
make this company fair to organized la- 
bor. 

Referred to the Committee on Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 64— By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth. of the Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Corning Brick. Tile 
and Terra Cotta Co., of Corning, N. Y., 
locked out its employes, members of the 
Brick, Tile and T«i ra Cotta Workers' Al- 
liance, said action resulting In the dis- 
ruption of the local of the Alliance In 
Corning; therefore be it 



RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the Corning Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Co. be placed on 
the unfair list of this Federation. 

Referred to the Committee on Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 65 — By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth, of the Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance 
has been for over two years engaged in 
a struggle with the Harbison-Walker 
Refractories Company, of Pittsburg, and 
have been unable to secure a satisfac- 
tory settlement with said Harbison- 
Walker Refractories Company; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That a committee be 
appointed from the Convention to en- 
deavor to secure an honorable settle- 
ment; said committee to report back to 
this Convention. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 66— By Delegate E. T. 
Behrens, of the Missouri State Feder- 
ation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The president has recom- 
mended in his annual report the estab- 
lishment by Central Bodies of Trade 
Union schools "where at least the ele- 
mentary principles of trade unionism 
may be taught"; and 

WHEREAS, The lecture platform has 
proven one of the most effective means 
of education, and offers the most prac- 
ticable methods of supplementing the 
work of the Trade Union Schools as 
recommended by the president; and 

WHEREAS, The constitution of the 
A. F. of L., in Article 9, Section 6, al- 
ready provides for the sending out of 
trade union speakers by the Executive 
Council; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the A. F. of L., that 
the Executive Council be, and Is hereby 
instructed to proceed, at its earliest con- 
venience, to the institution of a Trade 
Union lecture Bureau, prepare rules 
for its government, and do everything 
necessary to the successful and com- 
plete organization of said Trade Union 
Lecture Bureau. 

Referred to the Committee on Pres- 
ident's Report. 

Resolution No. 67 — By Delegates Jas. 
O'Connell, Jas. J. Creamer, G. H. War- 
ner and A. E. Ireland, of the I. A. of 
M.: 

WHEREAS, The employes of the 
United States i:avy yards, naval sta- 
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tions, and gun factories, are debarred 
from recourse to the civil courts for in- 
jury received in the line of duty; and 

WHEREAS, The only relief civil em- 
ployes can receive is by an Act of Con- 
gress; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor instruct its Executive Council 
to work in the direction of securing the 
passage of a bill giving such relief to 
all employes above mentioned. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 68— By Delegate Her- 
bert S. Whlteman, of the Central La- 
bor Council, Jamestown, N. T.: 

WHEREAS, The record of Immigra- 
tion Into the United States shows that 
more than 1,027,421 foreign Dorn persons 
landed upon American soil during the 
past year; and 

WHEREAS, Upon investigation it has 
been found that our charitable Institu- 
tions, prisons and hospitals are crowded 
with aliens; that the tide of immigra- 
tion has brought with it disease and de- 
generacy until it has become obnoxious 
to all good citizens, and a menace to 
our free institutions; and 

WHEREAS, Many of our trades, fac- 
tories, mines and public works are al- 
ready so burdened with cheap foreign 
labor, that the American workman has 
been driven out, which threatens the 
very foundation of our land; and 

WHEREAS, It has been demonstrated 
that the present laws, if enforced, will 
neither shut out this tide of ignorance, 
pauperism, vice and crime, nor protect 
the American workman against the 
competitive alien; and 

WHEREAS, The restriction of immi- 
gration is an economic as well as a 
political question; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Twenty-fifth An- 
jnual Convention assembled, at Pittsburg, 
nPenna., demand the enactment of such 
| laws as will protect the American 
I workman against the incoming pauper 
labor of Europe and Oriental countries; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Exec- 
utive Council of the American Federa 
tion of Labor be instructed to work for 
an early reformation of the immigra- 
tion laws, to the end that the existing 
evil, as above set out, may be reme- 
died; and be it lastly 

RESOLVED, That this Convention is 
not opposed to the sturdy people who 
land upon American soil, to bulid up 
homes for themselves and their families, 
and if need be, to give their lives in 
the defense of the Stars and Stripes. 

Referred to the Commititee on Resolu- 
tions. 



Resolution No. 69 — By Delegate John 
Pierce, of the Amalgamated Association 
of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers: 

RESOLVED, That the products of the 
American Iron & Steel Company's works, 
located at Lebanon and Reading, Pa., 
consisting of bar iron, nuts, bolts, 
spikes, rivets, washers, etc., be placed on 
the "We don't patronise" list of the A 
F. of L., because of their determined 
opposition to organized labor, as evi- 
denced by their action in discharging 
employes for joining the A. A of I., S. 
and T. W., and their refusal to meet 
any committee or officers representing 
the organisation. 

Referred to the Committee on Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 70 — By Delegate M. 
Zuckerman, of the U. C. H. & C. M. of 
N. A: 

WHEREAS. It is a fact that in the 
cloth hat and cap trade there are being 
circulated a number of bogus labels, to 
the detriment of the United Cloth"* Hat 
and Cap Makers of North America, 
which organization is affiliated with the 
A. F. of L., and has a bona five label 
that has been endorsed by the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A F. of L., In 
Convention assembled, again endorses 
the label of the U. C. H. and C. M. of 
N. A., and urges all affiliated and all 
unaffiliated unions to insist upon the 
label being on all cloth hats and caps 
and especially upon uniform caps, that 
they may have occasion to use. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 



Resolution No. 71 — By the Cigarmak- 
ers' delegation: 

WHEREAS, That there are still on 
sale h: various places, quantities of ci- 
gars which are the product of non- 
union, tenement house, prison-made and 
sweat-shop factories; be it 

RESOLVED. That this Twenty-fifth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor re-endorse the blue label of 
the Cigar Makers' International Union, 
which, when placed on the box, Is the 
only evidence that they are union made; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the trade unionists 
and friends of labor in this locality be 
requested to further the sale of union 
made cigars. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 72— By Delegate M. 
Zuckerman, of the U. C. H. & C. M. of 
N. A.: 

WHEREAS, In the natural develop- 
ment of the present system of capitalism 
based upon private ownership of the 
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tools of production, the class struggle 
between those that produce things and 
those that appropriate things has 
reached a point where old forms, 
methods and spirit of trade unionism, 
although indispensable to resist the 
greediness and tyranny of employers, 
are absolutely impotent to resist the 
aggressions of concentrated capital, sus- 
tained as it is, by all the agencies ot 
government; and 

WHEREAS, The manifestation of the 
class struggle has lately assumed a 
form which can leave no doubt in the 
minds of fairminded people as to the 
uglintss and ferociousness of the spirit 
of capital at the least attempt of or- 
ganized labor to assert its American 
spirit of Independence— the bull pens or 
Colorado and Idaho being the most no- 
torious examples of the anarchic state 
into which capital, under tn~e spiritual 
guidance of the Parry-Stillman-Cush- 
man crowd, is ready to plunge our en- 
tiro society, thus endangering the ex- 
istence of our Republic; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the accredited 
representatives of the trade unions, af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor, In Convention assembled, do 



hereby proclaim the organized worker* 
to be class-conscious of their economic 
strength, aware of their political rights, 
determined to resist wrong at every step 
and with every available means, polit- 
ical as well as industrial, and pledged to 
put an end to the barbarous class strug- 
gle through the ultimate restoration of 
all the means of production and distri- 
bution to the people as a collective 
body; and further, be It 

RESOLVED, That a commission be 
appointed by this body to submit before 
the text (twenty-sixth) yearly conven- 
tion of the A. P. of L. a plan of action 
in harmony with this resolution; and 
be it further m 

RESOLVED, That all organisations 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor be requested to discuss the 
above declarations fully and intelligently 
at specially called meetings and that the 
labor press be urged to open their col- 
umns for a free discussion of this sub- 
ject, which Is of vital importance to 
all mankind. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 
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THIRD DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 p. m., President Gompers in the 
chair. 

Absentees.— Rice, Kline, Legieltner, 
Damm, Schleslnger, Lilien, Foster 
(W. H.) f Roach, Wilson (John T.), 
Doyle (C), Weber (J. N.), Dlx, Higgins. 
Mahon, Penje, Freel, Biggs. Doody, 
White (W.). Foster (F. K.), Alexander, 
Hanraty, Perkins, Peetz. Faison, Wall, 
Fatzinger. Skehan, Roemer, Boettger, 
Fitzgerald (J. F.), Bower. Humphrey, 
MUburn, Creager, Brownfleld, Comer- 
ford, Gebhart, Mitchell (Thomas). Alter, 
Krazler. Baldwin, Sheffield, Rltthamel, 
Ring, Van Dyke. 

The reading of the minutes of the 
previous session was dispensed with. 

Delegate Max S. Hayes asked, as a 
question of personal privilege, to be al- 
lowed to introduce a resolution from the 
floor. Permission being granted, the 
following resolution was Introduced by 
Delegate Hayes: 

WHEREAS, Typographical Union No. 
7 has been engaged in a struggle 
against a newspaper combine for the 
past seven years, the owners of whlcn 
newspapers refuse to deal fairly with 
the union printers of this city; there- 
fore, be it 

RE30EVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. urges ail delegates anu 
friends of organized labor to patronize 
The Pittsburg, Dispatch, the only daily 
newspaper in Pittsburg printed In the 
English language that is union in all de- 
partments, and the Convention proceed- 
ings printed therein are authentic. 

On motion of Delegate Cummings, duly 
seconded, the resolution was adopted, 
there being no dissenting votes. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
list of subjects in the report of the 
Executive Council referred to the 
various committees by President Gom- 
pers: 

To the Twenty-flfth Annual Convention 
American Federation of Labor: 
In compliance with law and special In- 
structions, the various subjects con- 
tained in the report of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor which require reference to com- 



mittee are referred to the various com- 
mittees as follows: 

The Introduction, Committee on Edu- 
cation. ' 

Organizations, Committee on Organi- 
zations. 

Organizations' Reports, committee on 
Laws. 

Central and Local Union Laws, Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies. 

Western Federation of Miners, Com- 
mittee on President' 8 Report. 

Jurisdiction, Grievance Committee. 

Engineers, Firemen, Brewery WorK- 

men, Grievance Committee. 
♦ 

Wood Workers— Carpenters, Grievance 
Committee. 

Wood Workers— Painters, Grievance 
Committee. 

Seamen — Longshoremen, Grievance 
Committee. 

Boilermakers— Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers, Grievance Committee. 

Beer Pump Workers, No. 8671— Metal 
Polishers, Grievance Committee. 

Legislation, Administration Re Labor, 
Committee on Education. 

Immigration, Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Shorter Work-Day, Committee on Ed- 
ucation. 

Printers' Eight-Hour Movement, Com- 
mittee on Organization. 

Child Labor, Committee on Education. 

Sweat Shops, Committee on Education. 

New York Eight-Hour Law, Committee 
on State Organizations., 

Initiative and Referendum, Committee 
on Education. 

Questioning of Candidates, Committee 
on Education. 

Equal Suffrage, Committee on Educa- 
tion. 

Self-Government in Public Schools, 
Committee on Education. 
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Union Label and Bulletin, Label Com- 
mittee. 

Tuberculosis. I recommend that this 
be referred to a special committee to 
be appointed, subject to your approval. 

Convention Proceedings Reprinted, 
Committee on Education. 

Conclusion, Committee on Education. 

To avoid reprinting, I strongly recom- 
mend to the various committees to re- 
fer by title to the various subjects 
submitted to them for consideration, 
rather than incorporating the original 
matter in their reports. There is no 
necessity for this duplication if proper 
reference is made to each subject by the 
title of its caption. 

Fraternally yours, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

President. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the subjects to the 
various committees be concurred in. 
(Carried.) 

Mrs. Princess Long, of Paris, Ky., was 
introduced by President Gompers, and 
sang several patriotic songs. * Mrs. Long 
was very generously applauded, and re- 
ceived a vote of thanks for the enter- 
tainment given. 

President Gompers — In accordance 
with the Invitation of the Executive 
Council and tftie recommendation which 
has been approved, Mr. Paul Kennedy, 
of New York, who has been most intel- 
ligently energetic in this- work, will ad- 
dress you on the prevention and cure of 
tuberculosis. I take great pleasure in 
presenting Mr. Kennedy to you. 

Mr. Paul Kennedy— 1 come to you rep- 
resenting the organized forces for the 
prevention of tuberculosis, because those 
forces recognize that in organized la- 
bor they have a most potent ally. I 
believe, also, the privilege of the floor 
has been extended to me by you gentle- 
men and by your officers because you 
recognize that you and the organized 
forces I represent are working In per- 
fect harmony. 

A word as to the prevalence of tuber- 
culosis, and why we are fighting it, and 
why we wish your enthusiastic support. 
I have here some charts which will show 
you in a graphic way the prevalence of 
tuberculosis.* 



You will see from these charts that 
one-third of all the men who die be- 
tween the ages of fifteen and forty-four 
years die of this preventable disease, 
tuberculosis, or consumption, as it is 
commonly called. I will particularly 
call your attention to a list of occupa- 
tions and the death rate from consump- 
tion in each. At the top of the list are 
marble and stone cutters; next is the 
cigar makers, and following in the order 
named, plasterers, compositors, printers, 
etc. 

At the foot of the list come bankers, 
brokers and officials of companies — I 
suppose that refers to officials of life 
insurance companies. 

In New York City in eight yeara there 
were 275 cases of tuberculosis in one 
block. I suppose the conditions there 
are but typical of conditions in many 
other large cities throughout the coun- 
try. In that city you can go into 360,000 
dark interior bedrooms, and you will 
find air shafts three feet wide, and you 
will find sweat shops of the most abom- 
inable character. You have the power 
to remedy these conditions. You have 
done it in the past, and I know you can 
do it in the future. 

Some twenty years ago the real cause 
of tuberculosis was discovered. Up to 
that time our fathers had given up as 
far as consumption was concerned; 
they thought it was the scourge of an 
avenging providence, and that was all 
there was to it. Then a famous Ger- 
man scientist discovered the cause was 
a small germ, and with that discovery 
came also the discovery of the means 
for curing this disease and for prevent- 
ing it. Briefly, • the means for curing 
this disease and for preventing It are 
fresh air, good food and not too much 
work. I take it you can help us direct- 
ly there. You try to improve shop con- 
ditions, you try to give a man an oppor- 
tunity for a decent living, you try not 
to have him overworked, and, in so far 
as you do that, you are helping us. 

After the discovery of the cause of 
tuberculosis and its cure. Dr. Trudeau 
started his famous sanatorium at Sar- 
anac, in New York, and since that time, 

•The charts referred to by Mr. Kenne- 
dy will be printed as an appendix to the 
proceedings of the Convention. 
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especially within the past three or four 
years, there has been a remarkable 
growth of such sanatoriums in this coun- 
try. The Printers* Home, at Denver, 
with which you are familiar, is one of 
them. And thousands of lives, no doubt, 
have been saved by these institutions. 
With the growth of this institutional 
care of tuberculosis patients has also 
grown up the fake cures for consump- 
tion, the men with special methods of 
treatment and gases that will kill the 
bacilli of tuberculosis. Their gases may 
kill the tuberculosis bacilli, but they 
will kill the patient also, but not until 
be has enriched the fake, doctor. I re- 
gard the educational work of these in- 
stitutions as one of their most valuable 
features. Every year they are sending 
out thousands of people who have had 
preached to them fresh air, good food 
and reasonable hours of labor. Patients 
go from these Institutions to their homes 
and tell their families and fellow work- 
ers to open the windows and not be 
afraid of fresh air, at nigh* as well as 
by day, to eat properly, and to be tem- 
perate In their habits. It is a well- 
known fact that Intemperance Just 
about trebles the susceptibility of people 
to tuberculosis. Tuberculosis Is not 
caught as you catch scarlet fever or 
smallpox; It is caught— If we may use 
that unscientific term— by a germ from 
the dried sputum getting Into the body, 
usually getting Into the lungs. I suppose 
we all take theso germs into our lungs, 
but if our bodies are strong and healthy 
we can resist them. If our bodies are de- 
pleted, especially by Intemperance, the 
germ will gain a headway and death Is 
then almost Inevitable unless right 
methods of cure are followed. 

The reduction in the tuberculosis 
death rate that has occurred in the past 
twenty years has been most remarkable. 
The reduction has been throughout the 
country, but especially in New York has 
it been great. In New York, since 1881, 
there has been a reduction in the death 
rate from tuberculosis of forty per cent. 
That means an annual saving of some- 
thing like five thousand lives. In twen- 
ty-odd years we have reduced the death 
rate so much that, although New York 
has almost doubled Its population, the 
actual number of deaths annually is 
now only about 175 more than it was 



twenty -five years ago. Though we have 
the death rate down forty per cent., we 
can and must reduce it still further, for 
still we are confronted with this awful 
fact that ten thousand people died in 
New York City last year from tubercu- 
losis, a preventable disease, and thirty 
thousand people are sick of this disease 
In that city to-day. In the United 
States 130,000 people died last year from 
this same preventable disease. It is 
worth our while to try and combat these 
conditions and overcome them. Our ex- 
perience shows that if we will only fight 
hard enough and fight together these 
conditions can be improved even more, 
and that this "great white plague/' this 
fearful scourge, can In time be done 
away with. . 

All this means really the regulation of 
factory conditions, the regulation of 
housing and the passage of child-labor 
laws, laws which shall regulate the work 
of women as well as of men, laws that 
will give an opportunity to educate the 
men and women of this country, and, 
above all and more than laws, the en- 
forcement of laws, especially those laws 
dealing with the young and with wom- 
en, because the men can largely look 
after themselves. You must educate the 
women, the mothers of the future trade 
unionists; you must teach them thai 
prevention is worth while; you must 
teach them, in other words, how to live 
so as to prevent this disease. I have 
been living in a tenement for a number 
of years, and It is with no disrespect to 
those who labor with their hands that 
I say this; but the ignorance among 
the people where I live of the most fun- 
damental rules of health Is ap- 
palling. I sometimes go into my neigh- 
bors' apartments and find the air not 
fit to breathe — you can almost cut it in 
chunks. They have a fear of the fresh 
air. If you should go to a sanatorium 
it might cost you twenty-five dollars a 
week, but still the treatment there would 
be very simple — they would give you the 
greatest possible amount Qt" fresh air 
and good food. This you can have in 
your own home. You must educate 
your fellow members in this regard; 
you must educate them to get fresh air, 
good food • and decent houses. The key- 
note of this whole campaign Is popular 
education. 
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We are seeking an active alliance 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
In New York there has been brought 
about an active alliance between the 
New York Committee on Prevention of 
Tuberculosis, of which I am Secretary, 
and the Central Federated Union. I 
shall illustrate the way we go about our 
work, that when you go home you can 
do similar work in your cities, if our 
plans meet with your approval. We ob- 
tained the floor at one of the Central 
Federated Union meetings, an ad- 
dress was made, and the Committee on 
Sanitation of that body was thereupon 
instructed to co-operate with our com- 
mittee. That committee met and ap- 
pointed me their Secretary. We have 
since that time sent out a great many 
circulars issued by the Central Feder- 
ated Union. On the first page of this 
circular is printed "Don't give consump- 
tion to others, don't let others give it 
to you." The second page has the 
headline. "How to prevent consump- 
tion," and this is followed by brief 
rules. The third page has the headline, 
"How to cure consumption." The last 
page gives the addresses of dispensaries 
and clinics for the cure of consumption. 

We have distributed these circulars 
by the tens of thousands In New York 
City. We have gone before labor unions 
and addressed them in an informal 
manner on this subject of the preven- 
tion of tuberculosis. We advise against 
fake cures, and so on. We have not 
tried to deliver medical lectures In any 
sense of the term. We have spoken be- 
fore at least forty local unions in the 
past year. In many instances we have 
had to wait an hour and a half or two 
hours before we could get a hearing. 
At such meetings I have often had dele- 
gates pat me on the back and say, "Cut 
it short, old man." and I haye cut it 
short. We recognize that these unions 
must at times have matters to consider 
of far more Importance to them than 
tuberculosis. We do not expect the 
teamsters, for Instance, If they have a 
strike on hand, to drop consideration of 
that and take up the question of tuber- 
culosis. On the whole, we have met 
with the most hearty approval and co- 
operation. 

I think you can do In your cities what 
we have done in New York. This move- 



ment is being organized in other cities 
all over the country. I would advise 
that trade unions take the initiative and 
not wait until the tuberculosis commit- 
tee asks them to co-operate. Take the 
lead in forming committees, and then 
ask the doctors to co-operate with you. 
You gentlemen of organized labw and 
we of an organized movement for the 
prevention of tuberculosis have then, I 
take it, a common purpose, and that is 
that we all of us wish to Improve condi- 
tions; we wish to give men an opportu- 
nity for decent living; you have the 
power to enforce your demands. 

We know very largely how the cure 
and prevention of tuberculosis should 
be brought about. Let us, therefore, get 
together; let us have the benefit of your 
power, and let us give you the bene!?* 
of such skill as we may have In tho 
medical side of this movement. Much 
as I want to see sanatoriums started, 
and much as all of us want to see tu- 
berculosis prevented, do not, I beg of 
you, go off and start sanatoriums and 
stop there. Build sanatoriums, if you 
will, but do not be satisfied with that. 
My own personal advice would be not to 
start sanatoriums, because the operation 
and maintenance of these Institutions is 
one of the most difficult things men 
have ever tried to do. Physicians who 
have given up their lives to this work 
are often confused about it. I think, 
therefore, that it would be unwise for 
union men, as such, to start up too 
many sanatoriums. If you start just a 
few here and there, I think, too, that 
they will hot be successful. The man 
who has consumption does not want to 
go too far away from his own home. 
He is willing to go a few hundred miles, 
but he does not care to go thousands of 
miles. Give your support to those san- 
atoriums already in existence; give 
them, perhaps, a certain amount each 
month for the care of your members. 

I don't want to take up any more of 
the time of the Convention. We cannot 
very well have an argument, because, I 
take it, we are all agreed that tubercu- 
losis is one of our greatest enemies. 
You are fighting It In your own way; we 
are fighting it in our own way. and the 
question Is, how we can best get to- 
gether. We have come together here 
now, and we hope we may get together 
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closer by your sending- delegates to our 
tuberculosis exhibition, which la to be 
held In New York from November 27th 
to December 9th. On November 29th 
we are to have a special meeting which 
will consider the relation of organized 
labor to the prevention of tuberculosis. 
I come here to extend to you a formal 
invitation on behalf of the American 
Tuberculosis Exhibition Committee, to 
send to our meeting on the 29th regular- 
ly appointed • delegates from this body to 
further consider with us this important 
subject. 

I thank you very much for your atten- 
tion. 

Vice President Duncan — I move that 
Mr. Kennedy's address, with tbe cuts 
of the charts spoken of inserted, be 
made the subject of a special circular 
to be distributed among the labor union 
people of the country. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

President Gompers appointed as a spe-. 
clal committee to consider the subject 
of tuberculosis: Messrs. William Hu- 
ber, John Roach, John R. O'Brien, Tim- 
othy Healy, Victor Altman, James 
Walsh, George II. Warner, John T. 
Dempsey, J. A. Roberts, O. H. Hill and 
M. J. Watklns. 

Vice President Max Morris in the 
chair. 

Delegate Shanessy, for Committee on 
Credentials, reported as follows: 

Your Committee on Credentials rec- 
ommends that the following delegate be n 
seated * 

Connellsville (Pa.) Central Trades and 
Labor Council. M. O. Hop wood, 1 vote. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Resolution No. 18— By Delegate Herbert 
S. Whiteman, of the Central Labor 
Council, Jamestown (N. Y.): 

WHEREAS. It is a well-known fact 
that the Postoffice Savings Bank De- 
partments operated by foreign coun- 
tries are not only successful, but bene- 
ilclal to all the people; and 

WHEREAS. The adoption of a savings 
bank system in connection with the 
Postoffice Department of the United 
States would not only be a safeguard 
and a blessing to the people, but a pay- 
ing department of our government; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, In Its twenty -fifth an- 
nual Convention assembled, for the pro- 
tection of the earnings and savings of 



the people of the United States, hereb} 
goes on record in favor of the establish- 
ment of a savings bank system in con- 
nection with the Post office Departmen 
of the United States; and be it furthei 
RESOLVED. That the American Fed 
•ration of Labor, through its officials, 
©alls upon the organized labor of Amer- 
ica to agitate this all-important question 
and earnestly work for its adoption. 

The Committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in, with the fol- 
lowing amendment: After the words 
"through its officials," in the last para- 
graph, add "have prepared and present- 
ed to the Congress of the United States 
a bill calling for a postal savings bank 
system, and." 

The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

The following substitute, drafted by 
Delegate Macarthur, for Resolution No. 
24, was ofTered, and the Committee rec- 
ommended and moved its adoption: 

Resolution No. 24 — By Delegate W. 
Macarthur. International Seamen's 
Union of America: 

WHEREAS, There exists a clearly-de- 
fined and growing disposition in certain 
newspaper and official circles to restrict 
the rights of employes in the service of 
the Government and so-called public 
service corporations, specifically In re- 
spect to the right of organisation for 
political and economic purposes; and 

WHEREAS, The threatened proscrip- 
tion of public and quasi-public em- 
ployes not only menaces the interests of 
those immediately affected, but also en- 
dangers the principle of personal liberty, 
upon which the Institution* of popular 
government mu^t depend for Its perpet- 
uation; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, that all employes in the 
service of public and quasi-public in- 
stitutions retain all the rights of citizen- 
ship, among which are the right to or- 
ganize for political or legislative pur- 
poses, and to exercise such right by 
direct representation to the Congress of 
the United States or other law-making 
body, or the members thereof, and 
the right to organize for economic pur- 
poses and to exercise such right by re- 
sort to all or any means which may 
properly be adopted by private em- 
ployes or organizations thereof; further 

RESOLVED, That all public and 
quasi-public employes are ■ entitled tw 
and will receive the aid and support of 
this Federation in the fullest exercise of 
the rights herein described. 

Delegate Macarthur spoke at some 
length in favor of the substitute resolu- 
tion, and in conclusion said: The em- 
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ployes of the so-called public service 
corporations occupy a position analogous 
to the employes of the government. We 
have been told by the press in certain 
localities that the street car men dare 
not exercise their right to quit their 
employment; that by doing so they 
would be committing an act of treason 
against the public. All these things 
demonstrate a dangerous tendency, and 
one that becomes more dangerous In 
proportion as the sentiment of the coun- 
try approves the enlarging of the powers 
of the government. If the government 
Is going to claim the right of imposing 
Involuntary servitude upon its employes, 
the powers of the government should be 
limited instead of being extended. I 
claim there is no difference between the 
relations of employer and employe In the 
case of a government and a private 
employer. I am anxious, however, that 
we shall declare here that the employes 
of the government, excepting, of course, 
in the military branches of the govern- 
ment, shall be as free in the exercise of 
their rights as are the employes of a 
private corporation or individual; as free 
in the exercise of their political rights 
as of their economic rights. The gov- 
ernment is as liable to err on the side 
of injustice to its employes as any other 
employer In the absence of the power 
to organize. It is, therefore, well that 
we shall express ourselves plainly in this 
matter, so that those who are now, or 
who may hereafter become, converts to 
the theory of the extension of the func- 
tions of the government may understand 
that with that extension of governmen- 
tal functions goes the right of the em- 
ploye to retain his rights as a citizen, 
both political and economic. 

The motion to adopt the substitute for 
Resolution No. 24 was seconded and 
carried, the vote being unanimous. 

Resolution No. 38 — By Delegate Hanraty 

of the Twin Territory Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Twin Territory Federation 
of Labor hereby petitions the Congress of 
the United States to admit at the coming 
session the Indian Territory and Oklahoma 
to the Union as one State. 

We also petition the Congress of the 
United States to buy the segregated coal 
and asphalt lands from the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw tribes of Indians, and donate the 
same to the new ntate as a permanent school 
fund, allowing the new state to dispose of 
the surface of said lands at its earliest con- 



venience to actual settlers in such a man* 
ner as will in its judgment best subserve 
the interest of the' school fund. We further 
petition the Congress of the United States 
that it forthwith enact Legislation remov- 
ing the restrictions from the alienation of 
all lands except homesteads belonging to the 
members of the five civilised tribes in the 
Indian Territory, to the end that the said 
Territory may be settled up with actual 
bona fide producing farmers as the present 
system of refusing said Indians permission 
to dispose of their lands is an injustice to 
them and a heavy clog on the advancement 
of civilization in said Territory. 

We ask the indorsement of the resolu- 
tion by the A. F. of L. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The following delegates spoke in oppo- 
sition to the resolution: Delegates 
Furuseth, W. B. Wilson, Grimes, Yar- 
nell, Treasurer Lennon and President 
Gompers. 

Vice President Duncan spoke In favor 
of the resolution, and Delegate L*vtn 
objected to the time of the Convention 
being taken up discussing such resolu- 
tions. 

Secretary Ryan, of the committee, 
moved that, inasmuch as new informa- 
tion had been given on the subject, the 
entire matter be referred to the Exec- 
utive Council for n full and free inves- 
tigation. (Seconded.) 

The motion to refer was voted on and 
lost. 

The motion to cencur in the report of 
the committee was voted on and lost, 
and the resolution defeated. 

Resolution No. 44— By Delegate Her- 
bert S. Whlteman, of the Central Labor 
Council. Jamestown (N. Y.): 

"WHEREAS. It has been demonstrated 
that the post office departments in all 
civilized countries work for all. rich as 
well as poor, poor as well as rich; and 

WHEREAS. It has been further dem- 
onstrated in other countries that the 
operation of the parcels post system in 
connection with the post office depart- 
ments has not only been successful, but 
beneficial to all people from an econom- 
ic standpoint; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in the twenty-flfth an- 
nual Convention assembled at Pittsburg, 
Pa., does hereby go on record in favor 
of the United States Government opera- 
ting a parcels post system In conect- 
tion with the post office department; 
and be it lastly 
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RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun<* 
ell of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby Instructed to agitate this im- ' 
portant question whenever the opportu- 
nity presents Itself, and to work for its 
adoption in the United 8tates. 

The Committee recommended that thft 
resolution be concurred In. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 56— By Delegate O. B. 
Brookshaw, of Central Labor Union of 
Salisbury (N. C): 

WHEREAS. The Esch-Townsend Bill, 
now pending before the Congress and 
Senate of the United States, seeks to 
take out of the hands of the railroad 
owners the right to make rates on 
freight and arbitrarily piace It In the 
hands of the Interstate Railroad Com- 
mission; and. 

WHEREAS. This would remove the 
railroad managers further from their 
army of employes and would certainly 
reduce wages, which reduction the rail- 
road managers would shift upon the 
commissioners, thus causing our railroad 
brothers great loss in wages, as well as 
wages arising from other industries, by 
reason of the Influence It would have 
upon wages generally; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L use 
its good offices with the U. S. 8enate 
and Congress to defeat said bill. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation: That Resolution 66 be 
referred to the Executive Council, with 
instructions to examine the Esch-Town- 
send Bill and act In accordance with the 
best interests of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and all affiliated organi- 
sations. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Lav in moved that the reso- 
lution be laid upon the table. The mo- 
tion was seconded and carried. ' 

Resolution No. 58— By Delegate <*. JD. 
Brookshaw, of Salisbury (N. C.) Central 
Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The garnishee laws of 
some of the 'States work great hardship 
and privation on citizens of other States 
which allow no garnishee on the wages 
of labor; and 

WHEREAS, While not wishing to pro- 
tect dishonesty in the way of non-pay- 
ment of honest debts, nevertheless a 
working man's wages garnlsheed at such 
a long distance from where he belongs, 
whether It is Just or unjust, he being un- 
able to go to the seat of court to de- 
fend himself, and his wages being held 



back until he is forced to submit rather 
than see his wife and children suffer for 
the substance of life, is a hardship; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L 
take this matter up and use its good of- 
fices and influence with the United 
States Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, to get them to pass a law pro- 
hibiting the garnisheeing of wages of 
labor in another State, wherein such 
State exempts wages of Its own citisens 
from being garnlsheed. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation: Your committee feels 
that this is not a matter that can be 
covered by federal legislation, and rec- 
ommends that it be referred to the 
State Federation with a request to take 
action thereon. 

On motion of Delegate Furuseth the 
recommendation* of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 69— By Delegate James 
Duncan, of the Granite Cutters' Inter* 
national Association: 

RESOLVED, That the best Interests 
of labor require the admission of women 
to full citizenship as a matter of justice 
to them and as .a necessary step towards 
insuring and raising the scale of wages 
for all. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in and moved Its 
adoption. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
without a dissenting vote. 

Resolution No. 60— By Delegates Max 
Morris, of the Retail Clerks, and Otto 
F. Thum, of the Denver Trades Assem- 
bly: 

WHEREAS, The Denver Trades and 
Labor Assembly, a body affiliated with 
the A. F. of L., being in possession of 
the facts, did, on May 14, 1906, adopt and 
circulate the following warning: 

TO ALL CONCERNED-A WARNING. 

All Central Bodies and unions are 
hereby notified that the man, P. H. 
that the unions will cease their opposi- 
tion to Chinese cheap labor. We deem 
it wise that the arbitration principle. 
Sculiin, representing the National 
Peace Association, is deemed by this 
Assembly guilty of practices contrary 
to the ethics and principles of unionism. 
He has collected money from Chinamen 
through the endorsement of the San 
Francisco Six Companies on assurance 
which is good in itself, should not be 
compromised by any method of graft or 
misrepresentation. Hence, this warning. 
Labor papers please copy. 

(Signed) W. E. SHIELDS. Pre*., 
(Attest) 8. O. FOSDICK. See, 
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WHEREAS, The means at the 
hands of the Denver Trades an* Labor 
Assembly to circulate this warning Is 
limited, thus permitting Mr. Scullin to 
practice his deception in otner centers of 
labor; therefore 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the foregoing 
warning is hereby endorsed, . and our 
Secretary is instructed to immediately 
send the same to all affiliated bodies, 
as well as to all union labor papers, 
with the request that the same be given 
the widest possible publicity. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be 
concurred In. 

The motion was voted on and carried 
with but one dissenting vote. 

Resolution No. 65— By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth, of the Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Alliance 
has been for over two years engaged In 
a struggle with the Harbison- Walker 
Refractories Company, of Pittsburg, and 
have been unable to secure a satisfac- 
tory settlement with said Harbison- 
Walker Refractories Company; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED. That a committee be 
appointed from the Convention to en- 
deavor to secure an honorable settle- 
ment; said committee to report back to 
this Convention. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 



Resolution No. 67— By Delegates James 
O'Connell, James J. Creamer, G. H. War- 
ner and A. E. Ireland, of the I. A. of M.: 

WHEREAS, The employes of the United 
States Navy Yards, Naval Stations and 
Gun Factories are debarred from recourse 
to the civil courts for injury received in 
the line of duty, and 

WHEREAS, The only relief civil em- 
ployes can receive is by an Act of Con- 
gress; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor instruct its Executive Council to 
work in the direction of securing the pas- 
sage of a bill giving such relief to all em- 
ployes above mentioned. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 
It was moved and seconded that the 



recommendation of the committee be con- 
. curred in. 

Delegate Sprague — Does this cover all 
employes of the Government, or only to 
employes of the Naval Department? 

President Gompers— The chair under- 
stands that it covers all civil employes of 
the Government. 

Vice President O'Connell— That is the 
purport of the resolution. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

Delegate Jere L. Sullivan, for the Com- 
mittee on Secretary's Report, read the 
following: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SECRE- 
TARY'S REPORT. 

To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-fifth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Delegates— Your committee to 
whom was referred the report of Secretary 
of the A. F. of L. respectfully offer the 
following as our findings: 

The report in its entirety manifests 
great care and labor to indicate the 
exact status of the financial condition of 
the American Federation of Labor. The 
balance reported of $114,265.46, showing, as 
Secretary Morrison says, "the high-water 
mark in the history of the Federation/' 
is cause for general felicitation and grati- 
fication. 

The immense array of figures represent- 
ing the financial transactions of the gen- 
eral headquarters is a positive indicator of 
the wonderful progress and development 
of the Federation, a more general perusal 
of which will reveal marked ability of an 
exceptional character and satisfy all con- 
cerned of the determination of the Secre- 
tary to excel previous efforts. 

The statistics contained in the report are 
of an unquestioned value, so much so, in 
fact, that this committee makes bold to 
suggest not only their continuation, but 
further elaboration where circumstances 
will permit. 

We repeat just as vigorously the recom- 
mendation of the committee of the Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention on Secretary's 
report "that the Secretaries of all National 
and International Unions give to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor from time to time all data relative 
to changes in wages, hours of labor, etc., 
that the statistics in this respect may be 
still more complete and authentic." 

The volume of business as shown issuing 
from headquarters, amounting to 259,817 

{)ieces during the year, an average of 862 
etters, circular letters and packages per 
day, looks the modest statement that it is 
to the layman, but those of you who have 
had office experience must admit it is a 
gigantic output, possible only under mas- 
terful direction. 
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We believe that we but give expression 
to a unanimous desire by tendering to the 
Secretary our unqualified compliment for 
his magnificent report, a report that should 
be mastered by every officer and member 
in order the more thoroughly to appreciate 
its magnitude, conciseness and complete- 
ness. 

In conclusion we submit the suggestion 
that provisions be made for the distribu- 
tion of the Secretary's report to each 
Central, State, Local and Federal Union 
affiliated. 

Thanking the convention for the distin- 
guished honor conferred on us at this the 
historical Silver Jubilee Convention, we 
are, Fraternally, 

JERE L. SULLIVAN. 
Chairman. 

GEORGE K. SMITH. 

CHARLES HANK. 

R. A. McKEE, 

FRED ZEPP, 

CHARLES DOLD, 

A. M. SWARTZ. 

ARTHUR J. WHALBY, 

P. H. CUMMINS, 

HUGH FALVEY. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred in. 
The motion was adopted by a unanimous 
vote. 

Secretarv Morrison read an invitation 
from the Pittsburg Chapter, Daughters of 
the American Revolution, to visit the 
Block House, a redoubt of Fort Pitt, built 
A. D. 1764. 

The invitation was accepted. 

Secretary "Morrison also read an invita- 
tion from the American Federation of 
Musicians to attend a smoker at the head- 
quarters of the Pittsburg Musical Society, 
416 Wood street, on the evening of Nov. 
22. The invitation was accepted. 

Delegate Boyd extended an invitation to 
the delegates to attend a ball to be given 
by the McKeesport Council of Labor. 
The invitation was accepted. 

The President announced that a special 
order of business for 10 o'clock a. m. 
Thursday would be addresses of Messrs. 
Mosses and Gilmour, Fraternal Delegates 
from the British Trades Union Congress, 
and Mr. William V. Todd. Fraternal Dele- 
gate from the Canadian Trades and Labor 
Congress. 

Delegate Klapetsky, of the Journevmen 
Barbers' International Union, called the 
attention of the delegates to cards which 
were placed in the hall giving the names 
of union barber shops. 

The convention was then adjourned to 
meet at 9 a. m. Thursday, Nov. 16. 



Resolution No. 73— By Delegate G. 
D. Gaillard, of the Central Federated 
Union of New York City. N. Y.: 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union believes it to be for the best in- 
terests of organized labor, to have as 
many unions affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor as possible; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The Brass Molders' Inter- 
national Union jf North America has de- 
cided to apply for affiliation with the 
American Federation of Labor; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor grant a charter to 
the said International Union applying. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 74 — By Delegate Ed- 
ward J. McCuUen, of the St. Louis Cen- 
tral Trades and Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Steam fitting is recog- 
nised and admitted as a distinct and 
separate trade; and 

WHEREAS, The memoers of the In- 
ternational Steam Fitters* Association 
have demonstrated their "loyalty to trade 
union principles under trying conditions, 
thereby proving their worth and ability 
to govern themselves; and 

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 2. Con- 
stitution of the A. F. of L., specifically 
guarantees and ordains that each trade 
is entitled to self-government without 
any deviation or modifications; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. 
hereby grants a charter of affiliation to 
the International Association of Steam, 
Hot Water and Power Pipe Fitters and 
Helpers of America. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 76 — By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, There appears in the 
printed matter of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor references which lead 
people to believe that several National 
and International Unions are entitled to 
admit Painters, Decorators and Hard- 
wood Finishers, jurisdiction over whom 
belongs absolutely to the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That in all literature 
and charters emanating from the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and Issued 
therefrom, all leference to painters, 
decorators, hardwood finishers and worlc 
controlled by the aforesaid Brotherhood 
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of Painters is hereby ordered eliminated 
from all such printed matter when re- 
ferring to other than the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America. 

Referred to the Committee on Griev- 
ances. 

Resolution No. 76 — By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The charter granted by 
the American Federation of Labor to 
the International Association of Car 
Workers is construed by said Associa- 
tion to mean that "they" have Jurisdic- 
tion over "painters" in the Car Indus- 
try, jurisdiction and control over whom 
has been conceded and granted to the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and in view 
of the fact that said Car Workers* As- 
sociation continues to Ignore the man- 
dates of the American Federation of 
Labor; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Association of Car Wors- 
en be so amended that it will prevent 
the Car Workers' International Asso- 
ciation from admitting or retaining any 
painters In ita organisation. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 77— By Delegate A. Fu- 
ruseth, of the International 8eamen's 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Chinese, having no cer- 
tificate of domicile within the United 
States, nor being of the exempted 
classes, are employed as seamen on 
vessels of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Our courts have repeat- 
edly held that the American vessel is 
American soil, being part of the State 
in which the vessel is registered; and 

WHEREAS, Our country has gone to 
war to vindicate this principle, in case 
of seamen forcibly removed; and 

WHEREAS, This principle has been 
repeatedly invoked to keep Chinese in 
this country; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. calls upon the President 
of the United States to instruct the De- 
partment of Commerce and Labor to 
cause this violation of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act to be stopped. 

Referred to the Committeo on Presi- 
dent's Report. 

Resolution No. 78 — By Delegate L. J. 
Obert of the New Orleans (La.) Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, There has been unprece- 
dented hospitality shown delegates of 



the A. F. of L. by the unionists con- 
nected, and also by the generous wel- 
come extended by the city officials of 
the City of Pittsburg; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the delegates of the 
American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, do hereby extend our 
heartfelt thanks for the generous hospi- 
tality shown by the unionists of the 
City of Pittsburg; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we commend the 
able manner in which the representa- 
tive of the Mayor. Mr. Drew, welcomed 
the delegates of the A. F. of L. to Pitts- 
burg; and that this resolution be made 
a part of the proceedings of this con- 
vention. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 79 — By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of iAbor, in Convention assembled, in 
Boston, Mass., conceded and granted to 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America control 
and jurisdiction over all painters em- 
ployed In the carriage and wagon In- 
dustry; and 

WHEREAS. The aforesaid concession 
of jurisdiction has been continually ig- 
nored by the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers' International Union; and 

WHEREAS, Their officers are at pres- 
ent violating the orders of the Boston 
Convention, and from present indica- 
tions expect and Intend to continue 
their tactics; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby instruct! and orders said Car- 
riage and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional Union to comply with the orders 
of said Convention forthwith, without 
evasion and delay: further be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Carriage and Wagon 
Workers' Association, granted to them 
by this Federation, be amended, ex- 
cluding from it the words "painters, 
etc." and that in the book of instruc- 
tion issued by the Federation, and any 
literature emanating from the Federa- 
tion referring to the carriage and 
Wagon Workers, the trade of painting 
be and is hereby eliminated. 

Referred to the Committee on Griev- 
ances. 

Resolution No. 80 — By Delegate Chas. 
Lav in, of the Central Labor Union of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.: 

WHEREAS. Hitherto there has ap- 
peared no report nor has any effort been 
made to ascertain the extent to whica 
the union label is In demand in the In- 
dustrial centers of the country; and 
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WHEREAS, There is no accurate in- 
formation at hand to ascertain the in- 
fluence which the union label may hav« 
upon the union crafts where it is in de- 
mand; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That as early as conve- 
nient after the adjournment of this Con- 
vention the President of the A. F. of L. 
issue a circular letter to all the Central 
Bodies and General Organizers, instruct- 
ing them to collect statistics in the va- 
rious centers, with data as to crafu 
and retail houses within their jurisdic- 
tion, and to learn to what extent the 
union label is in demand, and learn also 
what Influence a general demand by all 
trade unionists for the label would nave 
upon the retail dealers in the cities 
and towns of the country, and report 
the result of their Investigation to the 
Executive Council, through the Presi- 
dent of the A. F. of L. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 81 — By Delegate James 
J. O'Brien, of the Rock Drillers* and 
Tool Sharpeners* Union of New York: 

RESOLVED, that the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is hereby requested to 
instruct its organisers to make special 
efforts to organize the rock drillers and 
tool sharpeners throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 82— By Delegate Hugh 
Falvey, of the American Brotherhood of 
Cement Workers: 

WHEREAS, Owing to the antagonism 
of the Citizens' Alliances and kindred or- 
ganizations, the American Brotherhood 
of Cement Workers cannot continue 
the good work :f organizing the numer- 
ous body of men laboring at cement 
work; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor appoint an organizer 
for a period of six months, which ac- 
tion we believe will be or the greatest 
help to the American Brotnerhood or 
Oment Workers, which has ceased or- 
ganising for want of funds. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 88 — By Delegate John 
T. Smith, of Kansas City: 

WHEREAS, A committee of the Stone 
Masons' International Union No. 8 and 
No. 7W». A. F. of L., respectfully asks 
your honorable body to take up the 
protest of the B. and M. I. U. against 
the affiliation of the Stone Masons' In- 
ternational Union as a national body, 
and asks how long such protest Is to 
stand, as since the protest was entered 
the B. and M. I. U. has taken two ref- 
erendum votes on the matter of affilia- 



tion, and the last vote was more against 
affiliation than the first; and 

WHEREAS, We, as Stone Masons, be- 
lieve in trade autonomy, we being a 
separate and distinct trade from the 
brick masons, recognized as such by all 
national bodies, from which we get, and 
to which we give support, except the 
brick masons, whose laws forbid their 
affiliation with any National or Central 
Body; 

Therefore we earnestly appeal to 
your honorable body In convention as- 
sembled, to give due consideration to 
the appeal of the S. M. I. U. for affil- 
iation with the A. F. of L., as a na- 
tional organization. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 84— By Delegates E. 
Schaerer. A. A. Myrup and R. Schirra, 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers' In- 
ternational Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Accidents are continually 
increasing, owing to the progress made 
m machinery construction and the care- 
less methods of the employers, the em- 
• ploye being the only victim; and 

WHEREAS, Owing to abortive laws 
the employers cannot be held responsible 
for damages sustained by the employes; 
therefore, be It 

RESOLVED. That the Twenty-fifth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor instruct the Legislative Com- 
mittee to take the necessary action and 
Introduce laws in the legislative bodies 
covering such cases. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 85. — By Delegate J. O. 
Walsh, San Franeltco Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The workers in the sugar- 
making industry of the country, particularly 
in the East, suffer because of unjust condi- 
tions of employment, due mainly to lack of 
organisation; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, that the Executive Council is here- 
by directed to instruct the organisers to do 
everything in their power to organise the 
sugarworkers in the respective localities. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 86. — By Delegate Mrs. 
Charles Hank, Women's International Union 
Label League: 

WHEREAS, The trades union movement 
can best be furthered and its power cen- 
tralized by creating a demand for union 
label products; and 

WHEREAS, Every wife and daughter of 
all members of organized labor should be a 
member of the Women's International Union 
Label League, because they are the pur- 
chasers for the necessities of the home; and 

WHEREAS, If the wives and daughters 
of every union man would to-day demand 
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the label on erery Article purchased there 
would be lets strikes end leu non-union men 
to take the places of union men in case of 
strikes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor that every affiliated National and 
International organization. State branch, 
City central body and local union affiliated 
directly with the A. F. of L., be hereby re- 
quested to set aside at least one-half hour 
at one meeting a month of the organiza- 
tions for the discussion of the union label 
and the forming of label leagues in localities 
where none exist. 

Referred to Committee on Education. 

Resolution No. 87. — By Delegate Mrs. 
Charles Hank, Women's International Union 
Label League. 

WHEREAS, Past experience has demon- 
strated the good work accomplished by The 
Women's International Union Label League 
by its demanding the union label of all or- 
ganizations; and 

WHEREAS, President Oompers states in 
his report that the Women's International 
Union Label League was less active during 
the past year than heretofore, which was . 
due to some internal dissensions, and recom- 
mends that a representative of this Federa- 
tion be appointed to call a meeting of the 
executive board of the Women's Interna- 
tional Union Label League to restore har- 
mony within its ranks; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
A. F. of L. appoint a representative of this 
Federation to call a meeting of the Exe- 
cutive Board of the Women's International 
Union Label League to endeavor to adjust 
the differences, and that the expenses of 
said meeting be paid by this Federation. 

Referred to Committee on President's re- 
port. 

Resolution No. 88. — By Delegate Michael 
J. Reidy, Commercial Telegraphers' Union 
of America. 

WHEREAS, The telegraph system of the 
United States should be controlled by the 
govenment of the nation, as is the telegraph 
service in a large number of European coun- 
tries, because it is a public utility; and 

WHEREAS, Telegraph companies have ex- 
acted from their employes long and irregular 
hours of labor at a low rate of compensa- 
tion, and continue to keep a large percentage 
of their employes in large telegraph centers 
working as substitutes; and 

WHEREAS, Not more than 10 per cent. 
of the telegraph offices of the country em- 
ploy more than one telegraphe/, it being 
extremely difficult to organize the craft for 
effective work along trades union lines; an.t 

WHEREAS, the conditions under which 
telegraphers work are injurious not only to 
themselves, but the whole labor movement; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, con- 
firming action taken in previous national 



conventions, endorses the movement to hav* 
telegraph companies doing a public business 
placed in the hands of the national govern- 
ment. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 89. — By Delegate Albert 
E. Hill, Nashville Trades and Labor Oounc". 

WHEREAS, a number of crafts in Ten- 
nessee are unorganized; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Pittsburg Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L., that the incoming 
Executive Council be requested to place am 
Organizer in Tennessee for a period of six 
months during the year 1006. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 00. — By Delegate Michael 
J. Reidy, Commercial Telegraphers' Union 
of America. 

WHEREAS, The Western Union Telegraph 
Company, a corporation organized under the 
laws of New York State, has been from its 
inception unfriendly to organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, Under the present administra 
tion of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany on every system in the United States 
of America and in the Dominion of Canada 
controlled by said Western Union Telegraph 
company telegraphers have been discharged 
without hearing or notice, simply because 
of their membership in the Commercial Tele- 
graphers' Union of America, a labor unior 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled con 
firms its action of two years ago in placing 
the Western Union Telegraph Company an 
the unfair list. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 01. — By Delegate Ed. 
Rosenberg, of the Seattle Central Labor 
Council. 

WHEREAS, Congress, after the most thor- 
ough investigation, lasting for over thirty 
years, has passed laws excluding Chinese 
laborers from the United States; and 

WHEREAS, It is apparent that powerful 
agencies are now at work to have the Chinese 
Exclusion law so modified as to admit Chinese 
laborers into the United States, and espec- 
ially into its possessions in the Pacific, we 
holding that this agitation is fostered — 

First — By the steamship and railroad com- 
panies owning vessels engaged in the trans- 
Pacific trade, which hope to reap a rich har- 
vest in the transportation of Chinese labor- 
ers. 

Second — That the Hawaiian sugar planters, 
unwilling to pay current wages to prevailing 
labor in the islands, desire cheap Chinese 
labor at lower wages. 

Third — That a certain class of German, 
Bristol and American capitalists in the 
Philippine islands are clamoring for Chinese 
labor to displace Filipino labor, knowing 
full well that all classes of Fillipinos hate 
the Chinese worse than the Americans do, 
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and that the importation of Chinese labor 
into the Philippines would be the signal for 
a general uprising of the Philippine peoplo 
against American rale, but for which calam- 
ity the capitalists do not care, believing that 
the American government would at all haz- 
ards put down such uprising to uphold the 
prestige of the nation, and that then these 
capitalists would have a free hand to ex- 
ploit with Chinese labor, their islands and 
their people. 

Fourth — That certain monetary interests 
in this country desire, for selfish reasons, to 
lower the standard of living and the inde- 
pendence of the American workingmen, and 
are asking for the admission into this coun- 
try of Chinese servants and laborers, to be 
under control for a number of years and 
to be confined to these callings only, which, 
in effect, would mean slavery of such Chinese 
to their masters if the laws were enforced, 
or, what is more likely, would result in 
such imported Chinese labor drifting into 
all callings, as enforced labor of one man to 
another, though the slave be a Chinese, 
is repugnant to present American sentiment 
and custom. 

Fifth — That the so-called Chinese boycott 
against American goods is, according to our 
best information and belief, a manipulation 
by the before mentioned monetary interests 
to force Congress to so modify the Chinese 
exclusion laws as to permit the importation 
of Chinese into the United States and *ts 
possessions in the Pacific; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, that it 
not only protests against any attempt to open 
our country or its possessions to Chinese 
labor, but also most emphatically urges that 
the ezolusion laws now in force against 
Chinese laborers should be applied by Con- 
gress to Japanese and Koreans, for the ad- 
mission of these Mongolians to our country 
is bound to be followed by the lowering of 
wages and the deterioration of the people of 
the Caucasian race; further, be it 

RESOLVED, That the foregoing resolu- 
tions are the unanimous expression of the 
Central Labor Council of Seattle and vicinity, 
adopted at its regular meeting October 18, 
1005, and to be introduced at the Pittsburg 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor by the delegates of that Council. 

Referred to Committee on President's re- 
port. 

Resolution No. 92. — By Eiril Schaerer, A. 
A. Myrup, Rudolph Schirrn, of Bakery ani 
Confectionery Workers' International Union 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The twelfth Convention of 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers* Interna- 
tional Union, held in New York on October 
15, 1905, adopted one label only for bread, 
crackers and candy; and 

WHEREAS, The adoption of this label 
has caused a change in the make-up of the 
label, by the insertion of the label of the 
Typographical Union on the face of the 
former label, thereby causing a re-registra- 
tion; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth Con- 



vention of the A. F. of L. indorse and recog- 
nize this label as the only label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers' International 
Union of America. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 



Resolution No. 93. — By Delegate John 
Robert O'Brien, Retail Clerks' International 
Protective Association. 

WHEREAS, The United Trades and Labor 
Council of Erie county, Buffalo, N. Y., and 
vicinity, in violation of the constitution of 
that body, adopted March 8, 1900, and which 
remains in force up to date, has expelled 
from its membership Edward F. Keink, a 
regularly elected delegate from Cigarmakers' 
Local Union No. 2, of Buffalo, N. Y., con- 
trary to the Intent of Article 8, Section 2 
of said Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, Such act of the United Trades 
and Labor Council is detrimental to the best 
interests of organized labor of Buffalo, N. Y., 
and vicinity, as well as to the said E. F. 
Keink, and if not remedied will tend to dis- 
rupt the labor movement of that locality; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to compel the United Trades and 
Labor Council of Buffalo, N. Y., to comply 
with its Constitution, and reinstate said E. 
F. Keink as a delegate, or that its charter 
stand revoked unless such action be taken 
within thirty days from the adjournment of 
this convention; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be requested to send a representative to 
Buffalo, N. Y., to investigate the conditions 
surrounding the labor movement there, with 
the view of remedying existing evils. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 



Resolution No. 94. — By Delegate John 
Robert O'Brien, Retail Clerks' International 
Protective Association. 

WHEREAS, The United States Trades and 
Labor Council, of Erie county, Buffalo, N. 
Y. and vicinity, has not as yet complied 
with the decision of the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor, given 
on June 15, 1905, in the matter of John 
R. O'Brien vs. United Trades and Labor 
Council of Buffalo, N. Y. , notwithstanding 
the Retail Clerks' looal Union No. 212 has 
written several letters to the United Trades 
and Labor Council, all of which have been 
ignored, and no reply made; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to compel the United Trades and 
Labor Council of Buffalo, N. Y., to comply 
with the decision rendered on July 15, 1905, 
and reinstate John R O'Brien as delegate, 
or that its charter stand revoked, unless 
such action be taken within thirty days 
from the adjournment of this convention. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances. 

Resolution No. 95. — By Delegates R. 
Schirra, A. A. Myrup, E. Sehearer, Bakery 
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and Confectionery Workers' International 
Union of America: 

WHEREAS. The boycott against the Mc- 
Kinney Bread Co., of St. Louie, Mo., hae 
been endorsed, and re-endorsed by the An- 
nual conventions of the A. F. of L. ; and 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread Com- 
pany still refuses to make a settlement with 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers' In- 
ternational Union of America ; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the A. F. of L. re- 
affirm the boycott against the McKinney 
Bread Company, of St. Louis, Mo., and in- 
struct the incoming Executive Council to do 
all in their power to force the McKinney 
Bread Company, of St. Louis, Mo., to make 
a settlement with the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers' International Union of 
America. 

Referred to Committee on Boycott. 

Resolution No., 06. — By Delegate E. Schaer- 
er, A. A. Myrup, R. Schirra, Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers' International Union 
of America: 

' WHEREAS, The Boycott placed on the 
products manufactured by the Cracker Trust, 
known as the National Biscuit company, 
with main office at Chicago, 111., and having 
branches throughout the country, and 

WHEREAS, It is the chief custom of this 
concern to hire non-union and child labor, 
trying to disrupt the organisation of the 
Bakery and Confectionary Workers' Interna- 
tional Union by discriminating against the 
members; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the A. F. of L. reaffirm 
the boycott on this concern, and through its 
President request all its affiliated organisa- 
tions to instruct their members not to buy 
any product bearing the stamp of the Na- 
tional Biscuit Company. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 07. — By Delegate E. Gold- 
swig, Factory Truckers and Stock Movers' 
Union No. 11744: 

WHEREAS, Factory Truckers and Stock 
Movers' Union No. 11744 of Dayton, Ohio, 
has been placed in jeopardy and its very 
existence threatened through conditions now 
existing at the National Cash Register com- 
pany, of Dayton, Ohio, and 

WHEREAS, Through these conditions a 
feeling of mistrust is taking a hold of not 
only the members of our organization, but 
members of other unions that are employed 
in this factory; and 

WHEREAS, This feeling of mistrust is 
causing an alarming decrease in our mem- 
bership; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be instructed to make a thorough investiga- 
tion of the conditions as they exist in sSld 
factory and declare it either a union or a 
non-union concern. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 



Resolution No. 08. — By Delegates R. 
Schirra, A. A. Myrup, and E. Schearer, 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers' Interna- 
tional Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor Union of 
Philadelphia, Pa., advertised Unfair Firms 
in the Labor Day Souvenir, published by 
that body, and given out September 4, 1006; 
and 

WHEREAS, Such action of any Central 
body is detrimental to organised labor; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the A. F. of L. condemn 
the action of the Central Labor Union of 
Philadelphia, Pa., for advertising Unfair 
Firms in the Labor Pay Souvenir of Sep- 
tember 4, 1005. 

Referred to Committee on Grievances, 

Resolution No. W.— By Delegate J. E. Jonas, 
Pennsylvania State Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, ' The Textile Workers of Ply- 
mouth, Wilkesbarre and vicinity are in a 
deplorable condition; and 

WHEREAS, The Textile Workers in those 
localities have refused to pay any per capita 
tax to their National Organisation, claiming 
they do not receive the proper attention frost 
their national officers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to use its 
influence with the national officers of the 
textile workers to the end that they may send 
a representative to those localities, that the 
several locals now defunct may be reorgan- 
ised. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 



Resolution No. 100.— By Delegate Otto F. 
Thum, Denver Trades Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The Presbyterian cnurch in 
the United States of America, at its last 
National Convention officially established a 
Department of Church and Labor for the ex- 
press purpose of making a systematic study 
of the labor problem; and 

WHEREAS, It is part of the plan of this 
department to appoint in every industrial 
center special committees that may become 
experts in their knowledge of every phase 
of the labor movement, so that they may 
inform the churches with respect to the 
aims of organised labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, en- 
dorse this new and significant movement 
in the Presbyterian church, and we further 
recommend that organized labor co-operate 
with this department and with its sub-com- 
mittees in every way that may be con- 
sistent, in order that the church and the 
public at large may have a more intelligent 
conception of the conditions and aspira- 
tions of the toilers. 

Referred to Committee on Education. 
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FOURTH DAY— Morning Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Thursday, November 16th, Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees.— Rice, Kline, Cummins, 
Kemper Damm, Barnes (J. M.), Bablltz, 
Lilien, Foster (W. H.), Farrell (T. S.), 
Roach, Doyle (O. Call, Wilson (W. B.), 
Dempsey (J. T.) r Keough (M. J.), 
Mitchell (A. R0 t Dold, Spencer (W. J.), 
Leonard (B. W.), Dix, Mahon (w. D.), 
Fl tig era Id (W. B.), Penje, Friel, O'Don- 
nell (Michael), Alexander (H. M.), Dean, 
Hanraty, Faison, Hobby, Skehen, Hop- 
wood, Roemer, Boettger, Woodman, 
Bower, Moloney (R. S.), Humphrey, 
Milbourne, Love, Brookshaw, Burke 
(M.), Creager, Comerford, Oebhart, 
Mitchell (Thomas), Alter, Fraxier, Bald- 
win, Sheffield, Jones (F. O.), Ritthamel, 
Ring, Vandyke, Wise. 

The reading of the minutes of the 
previous session was dispensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read communica- 
tions from Governor Jesse F. McDonald, 
of Colorado, Mayor Robert W. Speer, of 
Denver, J. S. Temple, President of Den- 
ver Chamber of Commerce, and W. F. 
R. Mills, Secretary of Denver Conven- 
tion League, inviting the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to hold its next Con- 
vention in Denver. 

Delegate Frank Duffy asked for and 
received permission to make a state- 
ment. 

Delegate Duffy— I was absent from thu 
hall yesterday when the resolution con- 
cerning Mr. Scullin was offered by Del- 
egate Max Morris. I am satisfied witn 
the resolution, but it does not go far 
enough. We have a certain individual 
who is a member of the organisation I 
represent, the Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters. I suppose he is still a member, 
for he gains admission to meetings of 
our organisations. This P. H. Scullin 
is manager and secretary of the Indus- 
trial Peace Association. He has trav- 
eled from the Pacific to the Atlantic. 
and is now on his way back and he 
touches every organization he can. He 



has touched Local No. 281 of our organ- 
ization, in Indianapolis, for twenty- five 
dollars, and he touched the • District 
Council in New York for one hundred 
dollars. The Indianapolis local found out 
everything was not right and held up 
the twenty -five dollars. About eighteen 
months ago he came to Indianapolis 
and had what was called a form of a 
bill to be presented to the different 
State Legislatures. I read that, as did 
certain other labor officials, and thought 
it the best thing I had ever read. Mi. 
Scullin asked if I would indorse it and 
I said I would. This man Is loaded 
down with indorsements of this kind, 
and indorsements from mayors of 
cities, from bankers, from business 
men, and from leaders of organized la- 
bor. He is going around Imposing upon 
people on the strength of these indorse- 
ments. He formed an industrial peace 
association in Indianapolis, composed of 
the principal men of the city. Repre- 
sentatives of organized labor were 
there. I attended the meeting and 
joined the organization. After that the 
organization died, and I naturally 
thought the man had dropped the busi- 
ness and had gone back to the hammer 
and saw. It seems he has not done so, 
but has been attacking the leaders of 
organized labor. 

If there is one thing I am opposed to 
it is fakirs. This man has recently 
been In Washington trying to form his 
organization, and the papers that come 
to me tell about the "Gompers-Duffy- 
Scullin fight." The only thing I am 
sorry for is that President Gompers did 
not telegraph me so I could go down 
there with the original documents. 

Mr Duffy then read a number of 
letters from officers of carpenters' local 
unions and others, all of which corrob- 
orated and added to the charges made 
in the resolution. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



126 



REPORT OP PROCEEDINGS 



Delegate Johannsen — It has come to 
our attention that the Committee on En- 
tertainment has received a donation of 
1100 from H. C. Frick. I move that ft 
be the sense of this Convention that 
this money be refunded, as it is blood 
money from Homestead. 

The motion was seconded, but with- 
drawn temporarily by Delegate Johann- 
sen until it could be presented formally 
in writing. 

Delegate T. Sullivan moved a vote of 
thanks to Delegate Duffy for the state- 
ment made in regard to Resolution No. 
60. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

President Gompers— The hour of ten 
having arrived, we will now proceed 
with the special crder of business. 

Brother Delegates and Officers: I am 
sure that I but faintly express your 
sentiments in bidding our fraternal dele- 
gates from the British Trades Union 
Congress and the Trades and Labor Con- 
gress of the Dominion of Canada a sin- 
cere and hearty welcome. I earnestly 
hope and pray that the time spent with 
us and in our country may be profitable 
to them as well as to us, and that after 
they shall have returned to their hoinesi 
the journey to which we sincerely hope 
may be a pleasant and safe one, they 
will have nothing but pleasant recol- 
lections of the good fellowship of 
earnest and thinking men who are try- 
ink to do their level best for the inter- 
ests of their fellows, both here and 
elsewhere. 

I have now the pleasure of present- 
ing to you one of the ambassadors of 
labor from Great Britain to this Parlia- 
ment of Labor of America, Mr. Wil- 
liam Mosses. 

Mr. Mosses— Mr. Chairman and Pel- 
low Delegates: It is with extreme dli- 
nculty that I realize that I am in a 
foreign country as a foreigner. Since 
our sojourn with you we have been the 
recipients of so much kindness, courtesy 
and hoepittality that we feel as though we 
were in the house of our friends. The 
fact that we owe allegiance to the Union 
Jack, and that our hosts owe allegiance 
to the Stars and Stripes, Is discounted 
by the knowledge that, so far as our 
alms, our objects and our principles are 
concerned, we are in absolute accord, 
although our methods and procedure 



may vary to some slight extent. Since 
coming to this country we have been 
living the strenuous life, and we havo 
been doing our very best to acquire a* 
much knowledge of American affairs as 
possible. Whether by accident or de- 
sign, I do not knew, but for the greater 
part of our sojourn here we have been 
under the beneficent tutelage of the 
brightest star in the American firma- 
ment. It is needless to say that I r«*- 
fer to our friend, Thomas I. Kidd. Under 
his kindly patronage we have formed an 
acquaintanceship with American institu- 
tions of a sort I did not think could be 
acquired by any two men In the short 
space of time we have been associated 
with that gentleman. We have also had 
the privilege of visiting tn New Yor* 
and Washington some of your noblest 
institutions and monuments, and have 
had the distinguished honor of being re* 
ceived in special conference by the es- 
teemed President of your Republic Not 
the least interesting of our investiga- 
tions has been our penetration of the 
slums of New York. We have also 
glanced at your slumdom In Washington, 
and I personally have ascended Mt, 
Washington here for the express pur- 
pose of studying those smoke effects in 
Pittsburg for which you, Mr. President 
were so devoutly thankful a few days 
ago. 

The problems which confront you are 
similar to the problems which confront 
organized labor in every part of the 
civilized globe. You have, however, one 
problem, which we, in Britain, are 
almost wholly exempt from. I refer U> 
the racial problem. During my sojourn 
in America I have seen more types of 
racial characteristic than I have ever 
seen in my life before. It seems thai 
the whole world, from China to Peru, 
and from the Arctic to the Antarctic, 
has poured its surplus population 
Into this country. They all go 
into Nature's crucible, from which in 
a generation or two they come out as 
that most marvelous product of the 
nineteenth century — the American work- 
in groan. 

Some problems which confront you, 
however, are common to every in- 
dustrial nation. The great problem you 
have to contend with, and that we have 
to contend with, is the problem of pov- 
erty, induced by unemployment and by 
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the unequal distribution of the products 
of labor. This Inequitable dlstributiou 
of the fruit of the toilers has been a 
fruitful source of contention since wo 
have been an industrial nation. I often 
think the distribution of wealth is 
very much on a par with the distribu- 
tion of spoils during our campaign in 
the Netherlands. I dare say every one 
in this building is sufficiently convei- 
sant with industrial history to know 
that in the reign of good Queen Anne— 
who is now defunct, Mr. Chairman— wo 
undertook a series of campaigns In tha 
low countries of Europe. I am not 
quite sure what the object of those 
campaigns was, but I do know 
they were conducted under the cele- 
brated Duke of Marlborough, and that 
he was uniformly successful and se- 
cured a huge accumulation of loot. 
What he did not keep for himselt 
he divided among his army. Their 
manner of dividing It was to get 
a gun carriage wheel and put the whole 
of the loot through that wheel. What 
stuck to the spokes was divided among 
the soldiers; what went through to the 
ground was divided among the officer*. 
I have always believed that was the 
true reason why our army swore so 
dreadfully In Flanders. I think that is 
the way in which the earnings of the 
toiler are divided at the present time. 
You have also the problem created b> 
the unfair and unnecessary competition 
of women and children with the men 
workers. On all hands we see In Europe 
and America large numbers of men 
who are thrown out of work because 
their wives, their sisters and their 
daughters are taking the places in the 
workshop that should rightfully belong 
to men. I take it it is the function of 
the American Federation of Labor, a-j 
it is the function of the British Trades 
Union Congress, to try and so adjust 
the social balance that men can work 
without the competition of their wives 
and sisters. I take It it Is the function 
of both to relegate to their proper 
spheres of the home, the school and the 
playground, the women and the chil- 
dren, and eventually to secure the 
greatest good to the greatest number. 

I have already said you cannot adopt 
the same methods and policy on this 
side of the water as we do on the other 



side. We recognize that you must work 
out your own industrial salvation. In 
your own way. Neither my friend, Mr. 
Gilmour, nor myself, are here to offer 
advice or to criticise. We are here to tell 
you something of what we are doing in 
Great Britain, and if you can transplant 
any of our methods and policy to your 
shores, then we will feel we have not 
come over here In vain. On the other 
hand, we will be close and diligent stu- 
dents during this Convention of your 
methods and policy, and It would b* 
strange, indeed, if we do not take homw 
something which will be ^of inestimable 
value to our work on the other side of 
the herring pond. 

In speaking of the Trades Union move- 
ment of Great Britain, I do not intend to 
take you back to mediaeval times, to 
the time of tihe domestic work shop, 
where the apprentice lived with his mas- 
ter and sold In the afternoon the goods 
he manufactured In the morning, and 
who, if he fulfilled the orthodox rou- 
tine, succeeded his master In busi- 
ness, and having married his master's 
daughter, ultimately became Lord Mayor 
of London. Neither shall I take you back 
to the early days of our present Trades 
Unionism, when men tried by rattening 
and outrage to stem the Introduction of 
machinery. Several of our trades unions 
which formerly adopted these methods 
are still in existence and are strong and 
active unions. Among their most cher- 
ished possessions are the books and pa- 
pers they used to hide in the nooks and 
cranles of the moors of Yorkshire and 
Lancashire, because it was not safe for 
any man to be found with them In his 
possession. Since the fifties until the 
present the course of Trades Unionism 
in Britain has been one of uninterrupted 
progress. In order that you may under- 
stand the present position of the Trades 
Union movement in Great Britain I shall 
have to give you a few figures. I shall 
give as few as I possibly can, because 
I have not that faculty attributed to 
the late W. E. Gladstone of being ablo 
to present a budget which reads like a 
romance. 

I may say we are in the happy posi- 
tion in Britain of -being able to give up- 
to-date and authentic information with 
regard to the industrial movement in 
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that country. There is a Labor Depart- 
ment In connection with our Board of 
Trade, whose sole object It is to collect 
statistics and to Issue them to all 
whom It may concern. We have also a 
system of registration In Britain which 
most of our societies ha've taken advant- 
age of. These statistics are all careful- 
ly compiled, and the result Is Issued 
through the Labor Department of the 
Board of Trade. At the end of 1903, the 
latest date for which statistics are avail- 
able, there were In Great Britain 1.666 
Trades Unions, representing 1,902,308 
members, a decrease of 65 unions and 
an Increase of half a million members 
during the last ten years. I regard this 
decrease in the number of Trades Unions 
as one of the most encouraging* signs of 
the times. I believe that one of the 
greatest curses with which modern 
Trades Unions have to contend with is 
the undue and unnecessary multiplica- 
tion of trade unions. I know of one 
trade in my country, a trade which rep- 
resents a minor and a collateral indus- 
try, which has no fewer than 19 sepa- 
rate and distinct trade unions connect- 
ed with that industry. Each one of 
these unions has its own general secre- 
tary, its own general officers, its own 
staff, and is in every respect a separate 
and distinct organisation. You might 
think that In the general interests 
these unions would combine for one 
common object. but unfortunately 
they do nothing of the kind, and 
they spend their energies, their 
money and their time in fighting: the 
one with the other, instead of combin- 
ing for the common good. As an official 
of twenty-two years' experience, I say 
there is no separate trade in our coun- 
try, however great and important it may 
be, which is capable of sustaining 1 more 
than one single trade union. My ideal 
of industrial combination is that every 
trade should have its own trade union; 
that for general purposes, such as over- 
time restrictions and hours, every con- 
temporary trade should be affiliated to- 
gether In a federation, and that for po- 
litical and legislative purposes the whole 
of the trade unions should be affiliated 
either In a federation of this description 
or of the congress of which we are the 
representatives. What we want is few- 
er trade unions and more trade union- 



ism, and, as I have already said, I ball 
with pleasure the fact that during the 
last ten years the number of trade 
unions has diminished by no less than 
fifty-five. 

It is impossible to give statistics re- 
lating to the whole of the 1,666 trade 
unions of our country. The Board of 
Trade compilations of figures relate to 
the hundred principal trade unions of 
Great Britain. I find that at the end of 
1903 the membership of these hundred 
trade unions amounted to 1,643,640, and 
the aggregate income of these hundred 
trade unions, amounted to $10,368,000, or 
nine dollars per member. Their expend- 
itures amounted to $9,476,000. while their 
total aggregate funds amounted to the 
sum of $22,763,000, or twenty dollars per 
member. This, in brief, is the numerical 
and financial position of the trade unions 
of the United Kingdom at the present 
time. 

One of the most remarkable features, 
Mir. Chairman, of your speech on last 
Monday was your reference to the ne- 
cessity of the organisations in this coun- 
try providing more fully for benefits than 
they do now. I wish to associate myself 
most fully and emphatically with every 
word you said in this respect. I had no 
intention when I came here of m a king 
any reference to my own organisation. 
At the best it is a small society and 
does not represent a very important In- 
dustry in my country. At the same 
time, if I were to say a few words with 
respect to it you may forgive me, as I 
only intend it as a practical illustration 
of something I am familiar with and 
which bears out every word said by your 
President in his address. 

In addition to representing the Trades 
Union Congress, I am also the Secretary 
of the United Pattern Makers' Associa- 
tion, an association connected with the 
engineering trade. It is our proud boast 
that we provide for every contingency in 
connection with a man's condition of 
employment, and we give benefits which 
provide for the whole of these con- 
tingencies. We pay out-of-work, 
sick, funeral, superannuation ben- 
efits; we give legal assistance 
in connection with employer's liability 
and workmen's compensation, and in ad- 
dition we have a special fund which 
seeks to provide houses for our own 
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members intended for their own occupa- 
tion. We do all these things upon a 
contribution of twenty-four cents per 
week per member. You may well ask 
how it is we can do so. I can scarcely 
tell myself, unless it is that practically 
the whole of this twenty-four cents per 
week groes either to the payment of ben- 
efits or to accumulate funds as a guar- 
antee that the benefits will be duly and 
punctually met. Our management prac- 
tically costs the society notfhing. We 
have been most fortunate with regard 
to the accumulation of funds, and we 
were at the beginning of this year in 
the very satisfactory position of being 
the third wealthiest national organiza- 
tion in the universe. We have been able 
to so invest our money that the inter- 
est derived from our investments has 
been sufficient to pay almost the whole 
cost of management. We have also been 
able to organize our trade so that out 
of 7,000 pattern makers In the United 
Kingdom we have 6,000 in our associa- 
tion, and we are now the best organized 
trade In connection with the engineering 
Industry In Great Britain. 

I attribute the great success we have 
met with to the fact that we provide the 
scale of benefits to which I have already 
referred. 

The members are bound to their ' or- 
ganizations by hooks of steel, and there 
Is no sacrifice they are not prepared to 
undertake rather than sever their con- 
nection with an organization which is 
prepared to do so much for them. 
Only a few months ago we embarked in 
the greatest strike we were ever In- 
volved In. For six months eight hun- 
dred of our members were out ou 
strike throughout the Clyde District. 
The whole of our membership outside, 
of the strike area considered the strike 
absolutely hopeless. At the same time 
we were willing to give our men in the 
fighting line a fair field and every favor 
and we had no difficulty in raising our 
twenty-four cents a weeK by 125 per 
cent. The mental and financial strain 
upon the members was a great one, but 
the strike was successful and we did 
not lose twenty members. (Applause.) 
I attribute that happy ending to a se- 
rious struggle to the fact that we have 
anticipated the advice you have given, 
Mr. Chairman, to this Federation. We 



have bound our members to their organ- 
ization by the means I have already re- 
ferred to. 

I have to apologize for interpolating 
these remarks in relation to my own 
Association, but I simply do it to clinch 
the arguments your Chairman made, 
and with which I am in full accord. 
The policy of the trade union movement 
can be summed up in half a dozen 
words. It is to maintain by every le- 
gitimate means the workmen's standard 
of living: to improve by every legiti- 
mate means that standard, and, above 
and beyond all, to demand and insist 
upon the recognition of the principle of 
the living wage. 

Turning from this brief resume of the 
general trade union movement and re- 
ferring to the more particular question 
of the Trades Union Congress we are 
representing, I propose in a very few 
words to give a brief account of the In- 
stitution, the constitution and work 
done and the work projected by thac 
body. I may say the Trades Union 
Congress was founded in 1867, about 
thirty-eight years ago. Less than fifty 
delegates took part *in the first Congress, 
but they included the Industrial giants 
of the time— George Allen, who did such 
magnificent work in connection with 
the establishment of our premier organ- 
ization, the Amalgamated Society of En- 
gineers: John Kane, of the Iron Work- 
ers, McDonald and Burt, of the Miners. 
Burt is still happily with us. and was a 
delegate at the recent Congress at Han- 
ley. 

At this point in Mr. Mosses' address 
a flag in the hall took fire. After the 
fire had been extinguished Mr. Mosses 
continued: 

I have to present my most abject 
apologies for having set the flag on Are. 
I can insure you that your incendiarism 
was much more serious than mine, be- 
cause 1 remember distinctly at the Bris- 
tol Trades Union Congress the flery 
speeches of your delegates, instead of 
setting a flag on fire, burned down the 
whole hall, so you still have the bulge 
on the British Trades Unionists. 

I have already mentioned Allen and 
Kane and McDonald and Burt. Be- 
sides there were Odger, of the Shoe- 
makers; Dan Guile, of the Molders, and 
last, but not least, George Howell, who, 
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as the first Secretary of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee, has done more to mold 
the Constitution of the Trades Union 
Congress than any other man. From 
that small beginning the Trades Union 
Congress has grown to its present di- 
mensions. At the last Trades Union 
Congress at Hanley there were 206 soci- 
eties represented by over 600 delegates, 
who, in their turn, represented 1,600,000 
trade unionists. l 

Many changes have taken place in the 
Constitution of the Trades Union Con- 
gress. At one time one of its chief 
features was that we should have som* 
eminent political celebrity come to our 
meetings to lecture us. However, we 
have now so many budding orators in 
our ranks that we have Had to discard 
that practice, and we now have diffi- 
culty in providing five minutes for each 
member of the Congress to address it. 
We have had to amend the constitution 
to provide that only men who are ac- 
tually working at their trades, or who 
are permanent officials of the Society, 
shall be delegates to the Congress. That 
has cleared the Congress of many men, 
good enough In themselves, but who 
could not be regarded as bona fide trade 
unionists. We are very careful in the 
compilation of the agenda of business. 
Several months before the Congress 
meets notices are senit out inviting res- 
olutions. These resolutions are carefully 
compiled and issued, with another invi- 
tation to send In amendments. All of 
this is carefully compiled and sent to 
the delegates in ample time for them to 
bring the whole business before their 
own meetings if they so desire. We hav e 
a Parliamentary Committee of represent- 
atives of the different trades connected 
with the Congress. They receive no 
pay from the Congress, except their 
bare expenses, and I suppose they get 
the meed of thanks usually accorded to 
men who work voluntarily in the trade 
union movement. 

It is Impossible to recapitulate the 
whole of the work which has been done 
during the thirty-eight years the Con- 
gress has existed; but we claim that no 
representative gathering of the British 
people has had more practical results 
than has the work of the British Trade* 
t T nion Congress. Its first triumph was 
the repeal of the laws against trade 
union combinations, the legalising of 



trade unions and the protection of their 
funds, as well as providing for the is- 
sue of statistical information with re- 
gard to the trade union movement in 
Great Britain. They have also been the 
means of securing innumerable amend- 
ments to the factory acts. The hours of 
women and children have been reduced 
at the Instance of Congress. Overtime 
has been reduced to the smallest possible 
limit and a large and fairly efficient 
but still inadequate number of male and 
female factory inspectors have been ap- 
pointed to see that the provisions of the 
factory acts have been can-led out. 
There have also been more amendments 
to the coal mines legislation act than 
I am competent to deal with. Danger- 
ous trades have been classified and ren- 
dered as innocuous as It Is possible to 
render them. 

From the beginning the Congress has 
insisted that employers should be made 
responsible for the accidents which oc- 
cur to the workmen in their employ- 
ment, and it is cwing to this that the 
Employers' Liability Act and the 
Workmen's Compensation Act have been 
brought into existence. So far back as 
1889 the question of elementary educa- 
tion was before the Congress, and it la 
largely owing to its influence that our 
present Elementary Education Act has 
been passed and Is in existence. It was 
owing to the Influence of the Congress 
that the late Mr. Pllmsoll began and 
carried out his crusade against what 
was commonly known as the "coffin- 
ship." 

With regard to the present work and 
the future prospects of the Trades Union 
Congress, I may say that at Hanley fif- 
ty-five resolutions and amendments were 
.submitted for its consideration. m The 
most important was that connected 
with the Trades Dispute Bill, to which 
Mr. Moffltt has referred. The reason 
for this bill was because of the 
Tan*- Vale Railway Judgment. It has al- 
ways been one of the most valued pro- 
visions of the Trades Union Act that 
a member of a trade union had no pow- 
er under the law to sue his organization 
for benefits which were withheld, and. 
per contra, a trade union has never hith- 
erto been able to sue a member for dues 
withheld. I am not aware of a single 
instance in which a trade union has voi- 
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untarily disputed its just liabilities. We 
have also held that this provision ex- 
empted us from litigation in other ways. 
The main object was that the funds of 
the Trade Union should be kept for the 
purpose for which they were contribu- 
ted. However, we have found we have 
been living in a fool's paradise for the 
last thirty -eight years. A few years ago 
the Amalgamated Society of Railway 
Servants came out on strike on the Taff- 
Vale Railway in South "Wales. These 
men undoubtedly violated the law. They 
were under a contract with their em- 
ployers to give and take a fortnight's 
notice. Unfortunately the Executive 
Council of this association approved the 
action of their members, and the rail- 
way company determined to strike in 
an entirely new direction. They thought 
it was very little use going for an or- 
dinary railway man for a breach of con- 
tract I have never yet met the railway 
roan that was worth powder and shot 
from a legal standpoint. They deter- 
mined to go for the organization, and, 
to the consternation and amazement of 
the whole trade union world, they suc- 
ceeded in getting a verdict. That ver- 
dict was reversed on appeal, but ulti- 
mately ft came before the House of 
Lords, and there it was held that a so- 
ciety possessing property, having a gen- 
eral staff, permanent officials, and pos- 
sessing plenary powers must be held as 
responsible as an ordinary corporation, 
and found them liable in damages and 
costs to the extent of $135,000. This de- 
cision has been followed by litigation 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
country, and the net results have been 
to very seriously cripple the effectiveness 
of trade unions in Great Britain as fight- 
ing machines. 

Needless to say, the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Trades Union Congress 
at once realized the responsibility of this 
position and drafted a bill called the 
Trades Dispute Bill. Then they endeav- 
ored by every means In their power to 
stir up a strong national feeling in be- 
half of that bill. Meetings were held in 
our chief industrial centers, and the 
whole political machine was put into op- 
eration to secure its passage. The bill 
passed its second reading by an over- 
whelming majority, and the result was 
received with acclamation throughout 



the length and breadth of the land, which 
has had no parallel since the passage of 
the Reform BUI of 1832. The bill itself 
was referred to a committee and was so 
emasculated that if it had been passed 
the position of the tfrade unionist would 
be as uncertain as before. As a matter 
of fact, the labor and progressive mem- 
bers of that committee withdrew and 
allowed the remaining members to do as 
■they liked with the bill. When it came 
before the House of Commons, at the 
request of the labor members the bill 
was withdrawn, and we are now, in re- 
spect to the Taff-Vale decision, exactly 
where we have been for the last five 
years. 

Another question that receives consid- 
erable attention is the Workman's Com- 
pensation Act. The Act contains some 
very excellent provisions, and it also 
contains some striking anomalies. Ws 
don't know, for example, whether a 
well ten feet deep is a building thirty 
feet high or not; but the obect of the 
whole trade union amendments to that 
Act is to make employers responsible 
for all and every accident which takes 
place whilst workmen are in the course 
of their employment. A government 
commission has also sat upon the Work- 
man's Compensation Act, and many of 
the Trade Union amendments have been 
embodied in their recommendations. I 
have no doubt' that before many years 
the most valuable of these recommenda- 
tions will be incorporated in the Act. 

The question of physical deterioration 
also occupies considerable attention in 
the Congress. We feel it is little use 
asking children who are underfed to ac- 
quire the ordinary elementary education, 
and we are seeking from the Imperial 
Exchequer provision for at least one full 
meal a day for all school children, to- 
gether with free medical inspection, and 
that without rendering the parents of 
these children liable to the action of the 
Poor Law. Large areas in our principal 
towns' are being continually cleared of 
undesirable houses, but this reform will 
be useless if we allow the jerry builder 
and the slum landlord to erect unsani- 
tary houses on these cleared spaces. The 
Trades Union Congress is seeking to en- 
courage the building of better houses by 
allowing the municipalities to get loans 
on easier terms than at the present time. 
We are also seeking as a collateral to 
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this movement to have the Cheap Trains 
Bill amended, so that houses may be 
built in the suburbs and that working- 
men may have fresh air in their homes, 
something: which is often denied them 
In their workshops and factories. 

There is also the question of the hours 
of labor. That used to be, perhaps, the 
most important question brought be- 
fore the Trades Union Congress, and 
used to produce some of the most inter- 
esting debates. A large section of the 
delegates resented any interference by 
the government with adult male labor. 
However, we are almost all converted, 
and now we think we should have an 
eight-hour day by legal enactment At 
the same time I am very sorry to say 
the question has passed largely to the 
academic stage, and we have the same 
resolutions coming up year after year 
regarding an eightJ-hour day, with very 
little expectation of our doing anything 
towards securing the passage of such an 
act. In the industry I represent we have 
a nine -hour day. W© did not get that 
by legal enactment; we got it by trade 
union effort. We find, however, there 
are thousands of men who take every 
opportunity to work every hour of over- 
time they possibly can, oblivious of the 
claims of thousands of their fellows who 
are out of work and who are as much 
entitled to work as they are. We feel 
it is little use going for an eight-hour 
day when we are unable to persuade 
those we represent to limit their work 
to nine hours a day. 

I have here a note with respect to 
compulsory industrial arbitration, upon 
which I should like to say a few words, 
because I understand the question is one 
of great importance here. It is a ques- 
tion which has been before the Con- 
gress for the last four or five years. 
Curiously enough, at the second annual 
Congress held in Birmingham thirty- 
seven years ago, the question of State 
arbitration was brought forward and 
was debated for a day and a half, but 
we do not know with what results. Dur- 
ing the last few years the Dockers' 
representatives have brought up ths 
question of compulsory State arbitra- 
tion, and it has been invariably de- 
feated by an overwhelming majority. 
Last year it was brought up and there 
was a considerable change in the opin- 



ion of the delegates who were present, 
and by a small majority only was the 
resolution in favor of compulsory and 
State arbitration defeated. Personally 
I am against compulsory State arbitra- 
tion. I am also against strikes, but I 
would rather be defeated in the open 
field than I would be gerrymanderea 
around the conference table. This sys- 
tem of arbitration means an equal num- 
ber of workmen and employers sitting in 
conference around a table. The chair- 
man must be someone appointed by the 
Board of Trade, and that someone we 
know will be an eminent barrister or a 
derelict judge. I, for one, refuse to pre- 
scribe to State arbitration when those 
we are interested in and represent win 
be placed at the mercy of one whoso 
sentiments are entirely foreign to the 
sentiments of those we represent. I 
sliall not favor this sort of arbitration 
until I can be assured the chairman 
shall be a bona fide representative of 
labor. It is true that in our colony of 
New Zealand they have compulsory 
State arbitration, and it is said to work 
exceedingly well there. New Zealand 
has been described as a country without 
a strike, but at the same time what 
may suit New Zealand will not suit 
Great Britain. There is as great a dif- 
ference between the two countries as 
possibly can be imagined. Great Britain 
is an industrial country. New Zealand 
is an agrarian country. Great Britain 
has free trade; New Zealand is highly 
protective. Great Britain lives by its 
manufactured products; New Zealand 
imports most of its manufactured prod- 
ucts. One country is old and fully de- 
veloped; the other is new and in ltd 
primary stage, and the conditions which 
apply to an old and developed country 
cannot be, with advantage, applied to a 
new and untried country. 

The New Zealand arbitration courts 
so far have only dealt with one indus- 
try—the building industry. As I hav« 
already said, the data we have with re- 
gard to the operation of these courts 
do not, in my opinion, favor their 
adoption by the country from which I 
hall. Just before I came away I got 
the current number of the monthly re- 
port of the Boiler Makers and Ship 
Builders and found in there a letter 
from a member of that society resident 
in Western Australia which seems to 
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me to be germain to this question. Here 
Is the opinion of a man who is on the 
spot and who may be expected to know 
what he is speaking of: 

"Dear Sir and Brother: I intended 
writing you before this only I have 
been busy and was waiting for de- 
velopments. What I mean by develop- 
ments is as regards society matters. 
Twelve months gone, March, our Soci- 
ety decided to register under the Arbi- 
tration Act, which I strongly opposed 
and fought against, and pointed out 
the evil results. After suffering it for 
twelve months and trying to find some- 
thing good in it, and looking at it in all 
directions, I gradually got worse against 
it, seeing that the evils I pointed out 
were every day happening. Just as I 
predicted what the results would be, so 
they are realizing them every day and 
beginning to see them now. The A. 8. 
E. have received two severe blows 
this week, one in the gold fields and one 
in the timber mills. Previous awards 
In the mills were fitters and smiths, 
108.; turners, 10s.; bollermakers, 12s. 

"The Act compels us to work with 
scabs and those who never served their 
time. We had to protect ourselves 
without the assistance of the society. 
We are trying to get an old society to- 
gether again. Others have left the so- 
ciety and want me to communicate with 
the Eastern States for recognition. The 
recent awards will shake a lot of the 
societies up, and I can see every day 
my views and opinions of the Act and 
Its evils coming true. Even with pref- 
erence to unlonlste. it is bad. • • • • 

"Those who are» agitating in favor 
of the Arbitration Act are those who are 
seeking billets through the Act and 
whom the societies will have to keep in 
idleness for weeks to fight their faces. 
I am very much cut up over our society. 
Previous to the registration we held a 
strong position and were looked up to 
as a tower of strength. Now we have 
disappeared and spent all our funds. It 
is draining the funds of all the societies, 
and some cannot pay their way. It is 
also terribly expensive." 

This, gentlemen, is the testimony of a 
man who has had practical experience 
of the working of these Acts in Western 
Australia, and I think that forms a very 



satisfactory offset) to the experience 
gained in New Zealand. 

I shall refer very briefly to the work 
of the Conciliation Act, passed with 
great pomp and circumstance nine years 
ago. The object of this Act was to ob- 
tain conciliation in ail Industrial dis- 
putes, and it was hailed by those who 
did not know any better as a means of 
permanently scotching any strike or 
lockout movement undertaken by either 
employer or workman In the future. So 
far as I can find out, it is the most mel- 
ancholy instance of misdirected energy 
on the statute books of Great Britain. 
During the nine years it has been in ex- 
istence 181 cases have been settled under 
the Act, an average of twenty per an- 
num, and they have mostly been of a 
most trumpery character. Since the 
passing of the Act we have had 6,678 
strikes, Involving 1.687.565 men. and last- 
ing for more days than I could say in a 
single breath. Out of nearly 6,000 strikes 
only 121 have been settled under the Con- 
ciliation Act. I should like to say fur- 
ther that the number of strikes is di- 
minishing in our country. Last year we 
had 334 strikes, averaging seventeen 
days for every one who was on strike. 
In 1896 we had 906 strikes. The diminu- 
tion during the last ten years in the 
number of strikes has gradually gone 
on, and I am glad to see It. I think 
a strike is the poorest commercial ven- 
ture a society ever embarked on. The 
results have not been by any means of 
a nature to encourage the strike policy. 
Seventeen per cent, of these strikes were 
successful, 31 partially successful, and 41 
went entirely in favor of the employers. 
I think there is abundant reason for go- 
ing slow in the matter of conciliation. 
The opinion of the delegates to the 
Trades Union Congress is certainly 
changing, however, and I should not be 
surprised if compulsory State arbitration 
forms one of the planks in the labor 
platform in future. 

In conclusion, I should like, as one of 
the delegates of the British Trades Union 
Congress, to reciprocate the fraternal 
greetings which have been presented to 
the British Trades Union Congress from 
time to time by the delegates you have 
sent over. Personally I have experienced 
a kindness, a courtesy, a hospitality and 
a forbearance since coming to this coun- 
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try which I shall never forget, and which 
I have never experienced before. I shall 
never/ as long* as I live, forget the re- 
ception I have met with at the hands of 
the American trade unionists. But at the 
same time If our intercourse has to be 
restricted to these fraternal greetings, 
I am rather inclined to think we are 
wasting a good deal of time and a good 
deal of money. I think you will agree 
with me that the main reason for these 
delegations from America to England 
and from England to America is to pro- 
mote international solidarity, good will 
and amity. After all, it should not be 
difficult to do this. Our methods may be 
somewhat different, but our fundament* 
al principles are identical. Our object 
Is to secure to the worker the full fruit 
of his toil. We wish to abolish the 
loafer; not only the poor, human derelict 
whom we see infesting our slums and 
our alleys, but the loafer at the other 
end of the social ladder, the gilded youth 
who toils not, neither does he spin, who 
fares sumptuously every day and who 
never did an honest day's work m his 
life. We want to abolish the millionaire, 
because wherever we find the millionaire 
we find his natural sequence, the pauper. 
We wish to give equal opportunities to 
every working man and working woman 
and to every child to develop all that is 
highest and noblest and best In their 
characters. Beyond all, we wish to re- 
form ourselves. We condemn trusts and 
combinations, but is there not a tenden- 
cy to make our trade unions something 
in the nature of trusts and combina- 
tions by raising up artificial obstacles 
against each other? I for one will never 
be satisfied until I see the fully paid-up 
card of a bona fide trade unionist secure 
for Us holder a warm welcome in any 
country in the world in which he may 
find himself. This may be a stupendous 
program, but if we are true to ourselves, 
if we are true to each other and to the 
principles we preach, I see nothing ex- 
traordinary in the fulfillment of ncy 
ideals. 

I often ask myself whether we are' on 
right lines. I ask myself whether those 
who come after us will not profit by our 
experience and gain wisdom from our 
failures and find an easier way to social 
and economic reforms than we have been 
able to do. I have studied eve»*y "ism" 



which haa been brought forward from 
time to time as a panacea for* the in- 
dustrial ills which flesh is heir to, and, 
so far as my personal opinion is con- 
cerned, I find the principle I have been 
professing and the doctrines I have been 
advocating are the only way in which 
industrial emancipation can be efEec'.ed. 
and only by that form of industrial com- 
bination known as trade unionism can 
the hopes, the aspirations and the ideals 
of to-day become the realities of to- 
morrow. (Applause.) 

President Gompers— I take pleasure In 
presenting to you Mr. David Gllmour, 
our other fraternal delegate from the 
British Trades Union Congress. 

Mr. Gllmour — Mr. Chairman and 
Brothers In the Trade Union Movement: 
I feel a very great sense of responsi- 
bility on my shoulders here this morn- 
ing. It is with the very greatest pleas- 
ure that I extend to you, Brother Gom- 
pers, the right hand of fellowship and 
fraternity. Let me express the hop* 
that as the years roll on those bonds 
will continue to strengthen, until we 
know no division by sea or by land. 1 
am in rather an unfortunate position 
this morning. Before referring to It, I 
want, like Brother Mosses, to state her* 
that he and I are under a very deep 
debt of gratitude and appreciation to 
all our friends in this country, but more 
particularly to the friends who took us 
by the hand in such a generous and 
self-sacrificing way when we landed In 
New York, or rather, before we landed, 
for Dan Harris and Herman Robinson 
scarcely allowed the vessel to anchor, 
but boarded it In company with the rev- 
enue officers to extend to us the right 
hand of fellowship. Mr. Wilson, of the 
Pattern Makers, and Thomas I. Kidd 
did more for us than I think we shall 
ever be able to repay. It was with «* 
sense of very great humiliation T 
listened to the report of your fraternal 
delegates here yesterday. I know, how- 
ever, you are broadmlnded enough to 
realise that, while a mistake was 
made by our committee m receiving 
your delegates when they reached Liv- 
erpool, there was no intention on th« 
part of the trade unionists of Great 
Britain to leave them stranded in a for- 
eign country. I hope you will accept 
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that as the apology from the British 
trade unionists, and also accept the as- 
surance that it will never happen again. 
Mr. Sexton, Chairman of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee, I think, got such 
a wigging from his friends, that th« 
next committee appointed to meet fra- 
ternal delegates will make it a point to 
see that they do It in a proper way. 

Brother Mosses, in speaking this 
morning, reminded me very forcibly of 
a story he told me in crossing the chan- 
nel. He told me of a renowned speaker 
at trade union meetings who had 4 
very great ambition for holding au- 
diences a considerable time, but his 
chief stock in trade was seven first class 
stories. A big meeting was organised 
and seven gentlemen were advertised to 
address It. One after the other of these 
seven got up, and in the presence of 
this luminary each introduced himself by 
saying, that, "Of course we don't pre- 
tend to be able to address this great 
gathering of workmen," but the first 
man rattled off one of the seven stories 
belonging to the star. The next man 
got up and repested the performance, 
and recounted story No. two, the third 
man got up and recounted story No. three, 
and so on until six men had told each 
one of the star's stories. The seventh 
man was beginning on the seventh 
story when the star said, "See here, 
Dan. if you tell that story I'll shoot 
you!" Now. after listening to tho 
remarks of my friend Mr. Mosses, if you 
can discover anything for me to 'say, It 
is more than I have been able to dis- 
cover up to this time. Allow mc. how- 
ever, to give you at least one or two 
impressions I have formed of your 
movement here. 

I recognize that your greatest difficul- 
ty is the almost Insurmountable one 
of distance. I recognize that It is diffi- 
cult for you to build up funds because 
of the immense cost each particu!ar 
union has to incur by sending agenis 
and delegates very long 0!rf\nces to 
carry out the work. I consider that, In 
view of the obstacles you have had to 
encounter, the American Fe'lcr»'V~» rf 
L*bor in building up an army of 2 000,- 
000 workers has accomplished t*t* tr-eat- 
est feat that has ever been perform*! 
m the history of our times. I have 
been very strongly impressed by one 



item of your work. I rerer to you/ 
trade union label. In Britain we know 
practically nothing of that movement. 
Looking at it from your standpoint I 
can see the immense advantage it is to 
the movement. If a score of trade 
unionists made up their minds to com- 
pel merchants to introduce trade union 
goods, it would be the easiest thing in 
the world to do it. If you find out a 
merchant who was not selling trade 
union goods you could arrange to go to 
his store one at a time and ask for union 
made goods. The man would see thai 
there was a demand for them and in a 
short time he would stock up with union 
made goods. In that respect I think we 
should follow your example. 

I don't want to flatter you and say 
you are perfect; you are not perfect, 
neither are we, but I think it is our duty 
to discover where we are weaker than 
you and try to bring up the workers in 
Britain to your standard. It is also our 
duty, if we can see some little advant- 
age we have gained, to try to show 
that to you, so that, if It is worthy of 
being followed, the example may be 
taken by our fellow trade unionists 
here. 

Tour movement is entirely different 
from ours. Your movement Is practic- 
ally a federation of trade unions, while 
the work of the British Trades Union 
Congress has been almost entirely legis- 
lative. As Illustrating the power of a 
federation, I don't think I can give you 
a better example than by relating a 
short history of the mining movement 
m Great Britain. I do this because I 
think it is the best example that can be 
followed by any body of workmen. Right 
up to the year 1S87 in Great Britain all 
the organizations were divided. Each 
county had its own sectional union and 
there was no such thing as a federation. 
As a result the employers all over the 
country succeeded in reducing wages by 
attacking one county at a time, reduc 
Ing wages there, and then doing the 
same In another county, until the wages 
In the great unions were reduced to a 
starvation level. In 1887 the miners hi 
the Midland Counties decided to feder- 
ate, and about 100,000 men formed the 
first federation of trade unions in our 
country. From 1S87 to 1893 the very 
formation of that federation succeeded 
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in keeping wages two shillings per day 
higher than the wages in any other 
part of Britain. After six years, or in 
1893, the employers in the Midland 
Counties said they could not continue to 
pay the higher ^ages because the mi- 
ners in other counties worked for low 
wages. Then the employers attacked 
the Federation. I think the strike that 
followed was the greatest in the his- 
tory of our trade unions. For twenty 
weeks 130,000 men stood out until they 
succeeded in securing and establishing 
the broad principle that the worker, ir- 
respective of the law of supply and de- 
mand, has always the right to a living 
wage. After that glorious struggle an 
agreement was entered into guarantee- 
ing that for two years there would be 
no reduction of wages in those counties. 

While the English strike was goint, 
on, we in Scotland took advantage of 
the state of trade, and by guerrilla war- 
fare tried to force wages up to the 
English standard, and then resolved to 
Join the Federation. We joined in 189*. 
but before we got breathing time, just 
six months after we joined, the em- 
ployers asked a reduction of twenty- 
flve per cent in wages. The Federation 
left it In our hands to fight, or not, just 
as wo should decide. We fought fo»* 
seventeen weeks, but having had only 
six months to huild up our fighting 
forces, after a struggle in which the 
Scotch miners showed a spirit of self- 
sacrifice never before shown in organ- 
ized labor, they were compelled to sub- 
mit. 

Shortly after that the Welsh miner*,, 
who had not federated, but were work- 
ing under a sliding scale, under which 
wages nearly always went in a down- 
ward direction, resolved to fight for the 
principles of the Federation. For want 
of being properly organized, the Welsh 
miners were beaten, but the men in 
both places recognized that the weak- 
ness was among themselves. In 1896 
the Scotch began to build up their unions 
on the same principles on which they 
had been built up in England. Their his- 
tory since that time has been different. 
What we fought for and lost in '94 we 
gained in 1900. During the strike I was 
once picketing outside the colliery when 
one of the employers came out at day- 
light with a force of constabulary. 



After talking to me awhile he aaid. 
"You will never succeed in compelling 
the employers, to guarantiee that the 
wages of the workmen must not come 
below a certain price." We did succeed, 
but he did not live to see it. The poor 
fellow was not In the habit of turning 
out so early in the morning, and three 
weeks later he died. In two years, by 
the power 1 of the federation, we so 
strengthened our position that to-day 
we meet these same employere — and they 
are not a bit changed, they are the same 
men they were in 1894, exactly the same 
men as your men are In this country 
who are fighting for the b'ggest profit 
they can get from the labor of the min- 
ers. Times have changed, however, and 
to-day ' in Great Britain almost 400,000 
men are federated and every individual 
man pledges himself to fight till the last 
breath for this great and glorious prin- 
ciple that the worker should always be 
entitled to a living wage. 

The Scotch employers now meet us 
around a common table, and we discuss 
matters on absolutely equal terms, and 
we have their signatures to a contract 
which says that wages shall not go be- 
low a certain standing. Last year times 
were bad, and we were asked to meet 
them in conference. Wle met them, and 
they handed over a typewritten docu- 
ment, the first item of which modestly 
stipulated a reduction of the minimum 
wage of 18% per cent. We said we were 
sorry, but that we would not insult our 
men by putting that proposition before 
them. The very fact that we were fed- 
erated saved the day. The employers 
knew they could not beat 400,000 men 
federated in an organization with $6,000.- 
000 in their treasury. 

So I say to you that this great and 
glorious doctrine of yours is right and it 
is the duty of every man in this room to 
do his level best to make this great fed- 
eration an example to eveiy workingman 
In the world. Five years ago, in the 
county I am general secretary of, we 
were simply the footballs of the employ- 
ers, having only about 1,500 members In 
the union. We built up a union of 30,- 
000 men, and now we always fight for 
this principle. Wherever you find a non- 
unionist in a shop don't let your union 
men work with him. My own impres- 
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jBlon is that there Is no such thing as a 
non-union man at heart Everyone 
knows that individually he is not able to 
defend hie own interests. I have never 
met an individual yet who could give an 
intelligent reason for staying out of his 
union. You will always find, however, 
a lot of fellows who are willing to 
stretch out their hands and take what 
advantage trade unionism bring* with- 
out paying anything for it. By refusing 
to allow a non-union man to work in a 
union shop we have built up such an 
organization that we can meet the em- 
ployers on equal terms. In five years 
we have expended not less than £45,000 
in that section of the country, and have 
been able to do, not only that, but have 
at our command a fighting fund of £60,- 
000. We decided four years ago to make 
an effort to secure the eight-hour day. I 
think some of the miners of this coun- 
try will make an effort to secure the 
same thing. Everything that can be 
done as a nation will be done to assist 
them. We don't want to fight if it can 
be avoided, but if it cannot be avoided, 
there Is no use whining about it When 
an employer comes to you and says "I 
am sorry I cannot give you that," you 
have to make up your mind to accept 
that or fight. In our country we fixed 
a date for carrying out the eight-hour 
day. In my experience as an organiser 
I have met little fellows of twelve or 
thirteen dragging out at daylight in the 
morning to the pit, and have seen them 
coming back in the evening, worn out 
after a long day's work. We fixed a 
date to remedy that. Now we have the 
eight-hour day. If trade unionism had " 
done nothing else than that it has jus- 
tified its existence. 

If I have tired some of you by talking 
mining, you will have to blame my friend 
Wilson, of the Pattern Makers, for all 
the time I have been with him since I 
arrived in New York he has been talking 
pattern making to me. 

Your work is almost altogether differ- 
ent from ours. The Trades Union Con- 
gress has had for its business to meet 
and consider parliamentary resolutions 
almost exclusively. A resolution was 
carried at that Congress some years ago 
in fnvor of forming a federation of 
tracks. A committee was deputed to 



carry that out, and something like 700,- 

000 men joined under that federation. 
It Is optional, however, and the work Is 
carried on separate from the Trades 
Union Congress. They have built up 
something- like £150.000 in funds, but 
some trades have not joined, among 
them the miners. They think the first 
step is to federate each trade, and then 
they will be ripe to have a federation of 
all trades. They think when each trade' 
is federated, it will be easier to federate 
aU the trades. 

Now I come to the more Important 
part— at least In my opinion— and I 
again charge one of your fellows with 
coming across to our country and airing 
his own views to some extent so I think 

1 am entitled to give you briefly, not only 
my own views, but the views of prao- 
tically ninety-five per cent of the 
British trade unionists. The British 
Trades Union Congress has been com- 
pelled to consider this question. Since 
its organization, year after year, it has 
passed a whole bunch of resolutions. 
Then we appointed men to go into the 
lobby of the House of Commons, and al- 
most go down on their knees and beg 
this or that or the other Sir or Esquire 
to support the measure We made up 
our minds to do away with that sort of 
thing. You are m a far better position 
to have representatives in Congress from 
your own ranks than we are. In Great 
Britain no man can sit In the House 
of Commons but a capitalist or a 
man who has made his fortune, be- 
cause our members are not paid, 
and it takes two thousand pounds 
a year to pay a member's expenses. 
We found it necessary, men, in view of 
the fact that neither of the big po- 
litical parties would take up such a 
question as the payment of members, for 
the trade unions to take it up, and they 
have done so. We have now decided 
to run direct from the ranks of the 
trade unions men whose business it will 
be, not only to say they are in favor 
of this, that or the other reform, but 
who will fight on the floor for such re- 
forms. If the rank and file of men could 
see how their work is carried out in 
Parliament there" would be no two opin- 
ions of the necessity for a change. I 
r^t in the gallery and listened to a de- 
n-*~ on a mining bill in the House of 
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Commons. Looking over the Conserva- 
tive side and the Liberal side I found 
a score of men in all stages of somno- 
lency, with tall hats on, sitting there 
trying to look as though they were in- 
terested. We have nothing like sin- 
cerity in the movement. It is simply a 
case of one party combatting the meas- 
ures brought forward by the othei. 
Thirty-five millions of the people in Eng- 
. land are from the ranks of the work- 
ers; the other 6,000,000 have cornered 
most of the wealth. It appears ridicu- 
lous that we will send to Parliament to 
make laws for us the man we cannot 
trust to weigh the material the workers 
produce. Wte put in checkweighmen. 
For what purpose? To see that the 
miner will get his material properly 
weighed. Yet in spite of that, we senu 
the man we cannot trust to weigh 
fairly for us to Parliament to make 
laws for us. 

The reform, I think, of the most far- 
reaching consequence is the one dealing 
with the safeguarding at the trade 
unions. You will find that the employ- 
ers here will try to do as our employers 
have done, and smash up our trade 
unions by the force of the law. In 
South Wales the miners found that, 
working under the sliding scale, price* 
were going down to the starvation level. 
They made up their minds to take four 
holidays a week, in order to relieve the 
glut on the market. They took those 
four holidays; the employers got the 
benefit of increased prices of coal, but 
they brought an action for 100,000 pounds 
against the South Wales miners for 
breaking their contract. The House of 
Lords has decided against the South" 
Wales miners and 67,000 pounds has had 
to be paid out of their funds, in addi- 
tion to 30,000 pounds in costs. 

For our own self-preservation the 
time has come when we cannot depend 
upon the capitalists, the men of the 
class whose interests are opposed to tlw 
interests of the workers. Ordinary 
common sense and self-preservation de- 
mand that we shall change this. After 
coming here to your Convention I stand 
convinced that your President is quite 
capable of performing the duties of the 
President of this . United States of 
America. Too long we have continued 
in the belief that only a certain class of 



people could do this work. Did we have 
this belief because they were better ed- 
ucated? Yes, to some extent; but be- 
cause they fleeced the people, to begin 
with, and got money to educate their 
sons. In this room there are men per- 
fectly qualified to sit in Congress, quite 
as well qualified as the men who sit 
there now. The men of Great Britain, 
at the general election next year, 
will be running something like seventy 
labor candidates. The miners' federa- 
tion has put aside a sum of 36,000 
pounds and are running from the ranks 
of the miners twenty men. The change 
in the workers in the past five years 
has been almost inconceivable. I believe, 
so far as my experience of the trade 
union movement in Great Britain is con- 
cerned, the workers have made u£ their 
minds that they are going to frame and 
formulate laws, and, instead of being 
content with sending men to lobby in 
the House of Commons, they are going 
to send men to make the laws there. 

In Great Britain there is very little 
difference between trade unionists on 
this question, although I understand 
there is here. The trade unionist who 
takes up his time fighting some other 
"Ism;" the man who goes out to shoot 
at the moon, forgetting the little diffi- 
culties to be met. day by day, is not 
carrying out the right policy. Make 
your societies perfect. Keep this before 
you, that your society should be a model 
to every other society in your country. 
Follow that up wisely by federating. 
You cannot build up a fighting fund 
without paying for it. You ought to 
" consider seriously in this movement hav- 
ing a fund of something like $80,000,000. 
That would not be too high. After you 
have got your fund large enough, you 
will have no fighting to do. The em- 
ployers will say, "What is the use of 
running our heads against a stone 
wall?" I believe the true interests of 
the workers lie in the direction of trade 
federation. We meet from year to year 
in session representing the miners of 
Europe, America and Great Britain. 
Last year I had the pleasure of meeting 
in Belgium our American cousins tak- 
ing part in a Joint conference, and we 
found our difficulties were the same as 
the difficulties of every country on the 
globe. It Is our duty to extend ths 
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power of our trade unions, and I hope 
some time tho workers of the world 
will be banded together to work out the 
emancipation of the workers. 

In the words of Walter Crane, the 
great artist-poet, In Great Britain— 

"I see our fair, green land at last made 
free. 
The earth and all its fullness still for 



No toil-bound slave or landed lord to be. 
But life new built upon the human 

plan." 
Or leading 1 up to the time when in the 
words of our Scotch national poet, 
Burns— 
"When man to man the world o'er 
Shall brothers be, and a' that." 

President Gompers— I have the pleas- 
ure of presenting to you the fraternal 
delegate from the Dominion Trades and 
Labor Congress, Mr. William V. Todd. 

Mr. Todd — Mr. President and Delegates 
to the Twenty-flfth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor: 
My brothers, I am proud to-day in being 
the bearer of the warm fraternal greet- 
ings from the Trades and Labor Congress 
of Canada to this great convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. To wish 
you godspeed in your noble work, and to 
express the heartfelt hope <hat your de- 
liberations and conclusions may add 
mightily to your great achievements in 
the struggle for the betterment of the 
conditions of the workers and the up- 
lifting of humanity. 

The body that I have the honor to rep- 
resent is the legislative mouthpiece of 
the workers in the Dominion of Canada, 
and when I tell you that in legislative 
matters we in Canada are confronted 
with much the same problems as you 
have, that opposition to our demands for 
Justice from the law-making bodies is 
|ust as unscrupulous and pronounced as 
It is hone; that we have the manufactur- 
ers', employers* and trust associations 
with us, and in the worst sense against 
us, our difficulties in securing legislation 
in the interest of the worker may be ap- 
preciated. We have a Senate in Canada 
that we would like to trade off for any- 
thing useful or not; it Is not elective 
but appointive, and is irresponsible in 
more senses than one. A prospective 
senator must have one or two recom- 



mendations, either that he be a party 
hack, rejected of the people, or possessed 
of sufficient wealth to make handsome 
donations to the party fund for favors 
received. This legislative chamber has 
been fittingly designated by the solicitor 
for the Congress as the sub-committee of 
the Canadian Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion, and it has well earned the appella- 
tion, for labor legislation that has time 
and again passed the House of Represen- 
tatives has been thrown out with scant 
courtesy by the Senate. Is it any won- 
der that the "abolition of the Canadian 
Senate" is one of the chief planks in 
the declaration of principles of the 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada? 
Despite the hostility of the Senate and 
its confreres, legislation in the interest 
of the workers has been and will be ea- 
acted, and in time an enlightened pub- 
lic opinion will join with us in the de- 
mand for the abolition of the Senate, 
for government by the people and for the 
people. In Canada to-day we are meas- 
urably face to face vith the gne t prob- 
lems consequent upon the opening up. 
settlement and development of vast 
areas of agricultural and mining Ian do, 
the construction of transcontinental lines 
of railway and feeders, and the utiliza- 
tion of our great waterways as means 
of transportation. . These things mean 
the establishment of new centers of 
population and industry, and they also 
mean the attraction to emigration from 
all parts of the worfld, and it also means 
a great new field for organisation. 
Speaking of the work of organization, 
and particularly as applied to Canada, 
let me say that we are not ungrateful 
for the generous assistance given us by 
the American Federation of Labor and 
International Unions, whose practical 
sympathy have contributed so much to 
the life of labor organ iat ion in our coun- 
try. May that day never come that 
any cause whatever will in the s'ightest 
degree imrn!r the bonds that strength- 
en and unTie rs In the glorious work m 
which we ?ire engaged. Let me repeat 
that we arc crnt^fu'. Mid appreciative for 
the generon as;!3tor.<:3 heretofore ren- 
dered by yrvr rrct organisation; but, 
like Oliver Twist, w^ ask for more. We 
ask you as a criwn "st mark of your 
brotherly love cr.t! C3iecm to come over 
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and help us by swinging your great con- 
vention over the line, to meet in some 
Canadian city in 1906. 'Twould be a 
great favor from you and a great benefit 
to us. We feel that the holding of your 
great convention there would give the 
greatest possible impetus to organiza- 
tion along international lines; would act 
as an inspiration to the veterans in the 
labor movement, and to the young an 
example, an educative force of incalcula- 
ble value, and to our opponents what it 
has ever been to the enemies of labor, a 
demonstration, an object lesson of the 
power and strength of organized labor. 

I Invite you, in the name of the Trades 
and Labor Congress of Canada, to hold 
your next convention in that country. 

I cannot let this occasion pass without 
congratulating you on having reached 
your twenty-fifth, birthday. To those 
who, like myself, were in the movement 
at the birth of this organization, and 
consequently in a position to mark the 
many changes that have taken place in 
the interval, some facts In connection 
therewith are very significant. At no 
time in the history of labor organization 
in this country has the enmity of our 
opponents been so pronouncel and em- 
bittered. Witness the many and 
hostile forces organized solely for 
the purpose of fighting organized 
labor. Witness the ceaseless cam- 
paign of slander and abuse waged 
against the American Federation of 
Labor and its officers from one end of 
the country to the other. Brothers, if 
the American Federation of Labor had 
given no good reason for its existence, 
and had not accomplished something 
worthy of its high purpose, it would not 
be so bitterly opposed as it is to-day; it 
is the best evidence of "something 
attempted, something done." Again, has 
the condition of the worker been mate- 
rially benefited; is he better fed, .housed 
and clothed, his hours of labor short- 
ened, his children taken out of factory 
slavery and sent to school; have laws 
been enacted for the protection of the 
workers, male and female, of this great 
country; has collective bargaining been 
made possible, has voluntary arbitration 
or conciliation in settlement of Indus- 
trial disputes been introduced? If these 
things and others like unto them have 



been done, then in these things have you 
given the world a reason for your exist- 
ence, and in these things have you 
found your exceeding great reward. 

President Gompers said: Mr. Mosses, 
Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Todd. I know the dele- 
gates to this Convention were not only 
Interested by •your splendid addresses, 
but especially so by reason of the facts 
which you all recited about the achieve- 
ments of your organisations and the 
methods employed to procure them, all 
of which were more than interesting— 
all of which aroused an interest so keen 
that I am safe in saying we are under a 
licep debt for the information you have 
I iven us. We are also indebted to you 
for the warm greeting of fraternity and 
good will you have expressed. 

May I say briefly now, what it was 
my pleasure to report more formally to 
this Convention and to former Conven- 
tions, that in the establishment of the 
great relations between the trade 
unionists of Great Britain, of Canada 
and the United States, the clear card 
of a union man should be a pass- 
port into the union of the same trade 
wherever it exists. And as nothing 
worthy of achievement that is potential 
is accomplished without time and tra- 
vail and cannot be Introduced univers- 
ally at once, so I think I express the 
hope of Intelligent trade unionists of 
America, as I do that of trade unionists 
in Great Britain and Canada, that €hls 
system of the acceptance and Uktsr- 
change of the trade union cards shall 
become universal among all the bona 
fide working people's organizations of all 
countries. I can conceive of no one 
thing that would contribute so much to 
the establishment of the identity of feel- 
ing, sympathy and solidarity as this one 
apparently simple Institution of the rec- 
ognition that the union man in one 
country is a union man the world over. 

You have observed and called our at- 
tention to the many difficulties which 
we in our country have to overcome. 
The immensity of this continent of ours 
has been mentioned. In some parts of 
it there are as natural divisions dividing 
countries as there are that divide the 
countries of Europe and in mout in- 
stances are they more marked. Great 
ranges of mountains and miles ana 
miles of rivers and lakes divide them; 
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but these physical difficulties are as 
nothing: compared with many other dif- 
ficulties with which we have to contend. 
I shall not attempt to enumerate them 
In their relative importance by the or- 
der I may refer to a few of them. 

Imagine for a moment that within th's 
last year we have had a million people 
come to our shores, speaking all tho 
languages under the sun. They cam* 
from all climes and countries, brought 
here In many instances by the worst 
elements who were opposed to the in- 
terests of labor; often the poorest — but 
not necessarily, therefore, the ' worst — 
but the most Ignorant, debased and de- 
moralized, those who have the least 
conception of their rights in their own 
countries. In passing I may be per- 
mitted to say that these self-same em- 
ployers will at times raise their hand* 
to the heavens and attack us and our 
movement because, as they say, we 
take into our unions men who are ig- 
norant, men who do not possess the 
proper consciousness of moral duty and 
obligation. Our answer Is that we re- 
gret that this may be so at any time, 
but we cannot choose our material, and 
If men are good enough to be employed 
for profit they are good enough for us 
to try to organize and protect. 

We have, as you know, a great number 
of Chinese coolie laborers, brought here 
at one time under the law, and now 
being brought here despite the law, not 
in such great numbers, it is true, but 
still they come. They are here, and they 
have a very depressing influence upon 
our work. We have also great numbers 
of Japanese and Koreans, and more 
coming. Those who have not had an 
opportunity of personal observation of 
the effect of these people upon industry 
and commerce and trade and morals 
can form no • sort of conception of the 
difficulties that are involved. 

While in a general way It may be a 
great advantage, yet In another, so far 
as labor legislation is concerned, the fact 
that we have forty-five sovereign States 
adds additional difficulties to our work. 
So far as industry is concerned, so far 
as legislation is concerned, so far as the 
exercise of police power Is concerned, all 
these are largely vested in our separate 
States. No attempt could be made to 
secure from our Federal Congress a law 



affecting many of the conditions of labor 
if they applied to the States. Federal 
legislation can take cognizance only of 
those thlngB that are interstate and 
those which apply to the Territories, the 
unorganized States and the District of 
Columbia. We have, therefore, forty-five 
different State legislatures, and forty- 
five different high courts in these States. 
I take it that In Great Britain you may 
have to wait a longer period of time to 
secure one great piece of legislation af- 
fecting the interests of labor, but when 
you secure it you have It for all the 
people of Great Britain. In the United 
States we have to deal with forty-five 
different legislatures. Despite this fact, 
however, we are making some real prog- 
ress, some very gratifying progress. 1 
think I am safe in saying that one of the 
great points in which we have made 
progress is that through the organized 
labor movement of America we have, to 
an extraordinarily large extent, abolished 
overtime. Some of our organizations ab- 
solutely prohibit it; others penalize it to 
such an extent It does not pay the em- 
ployer to require it. We make it cost- 
ly to him, and with that in view he 
does not resort to it Of course where 
our organizations do not obtain, or 
where they have no influence, the em- 
ployer establishes a work day perhaps of 
ten hours, but he also allows — allows — 
his employes to work overtime, and by 
the payment of what we call "straight 
time" the hours of labor are ever so 
much longer. The policy of penalizing 
overtime has decreased it to a very great 
extent, and we entertain the hope of its 
entire abolition. 

We have been engaged in the move- 
ment to try and reduce the hours of la- 
bor. Our Federation has undertaken to 
be, not only an educational factor, but It 
has undertaken to stimulate action 
among our trade unionists In the several 
trades for the reduction of their hours 
of daily labor. We have gone down into 
our pockets and contributed some money 
to help them In their fights. We did it 
in the early days of the Brotherhood of 
Carpenters, we did it in the early days 
of the United Mine Workers, and we are 
now doing It for the Printers, who are 
engaged in a fight for an eight-hour day. 
I am sure you will be gratified to kno* 
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that on April 1, 1898, the United Mine 
Workers, as a result of their strike, es- 
tablished the eight-hour work day on 
that date in all the bituminous mines,' 
numbering 1 somewhat more than 800,000 
soft coal miners. I know I speak what 
Is the hope of the miners, what is the 
hope of organized labor and the friends 
of the miners everywhere, that the 
eight-hour day may soon be established 
In the anthracite district and be uni- 
versal throughout the trade. I know I 
speak the sentiment of the friends of 
labor, the real friends, not men who 
simply mouth the sentiment, when I ex- 
press the hope that the eight-hour day 
may soon be universally Introduced for 
all labor. 

I shall refer to another difficulty frcm 
which we suffer here. That is a system 
of espionage that our capitalist enemies 
have instituted, a plan or getting men 
Into the factories to there spy upon the 
workers. Sometimes they get into the 
unions and report to the employers the 
work, the actions, the nods and the 
winks of the workmen.* They report 
what is done at the meetings of the or- 
ganization, and when they have noth- 
ing substantial to report to the em- 
ployers they draw upon their Imagina- 
tion. They must make some kind of 
showing if they want to make an im- 
pression upon the employer that their 
services are of some value. And to 
show you how thoroughly this is In ac- 
cord with the facts I want to state to 
you that a few weeks ago one of these 
detective agencies, a so-called auxiliary 
corporation, with headquarters at 
Cleveland, sent out circulars to em- 
ployers of labor, to corporations and to 
newspapers, saying that they would, as 
usual, have a number of delegates at- 
tending the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor; that they would 
know all the work, be in attendance at 
all the sessions, open and executive, and 
report to them the secrets of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor Convention. 
And for this they would charge them 
fifteen dollars! Here, as you observe, 
we meet In public assemblage, with the 
representatives and the correspondents 
of the press of the country in attend- 
ance, and yet the aittempt Is made to 
place us In the position of concocting 
and devising schemes that are destruc- 
tive to the interests of our country. 



We have much to contend against, 
but we are not discouraged. We have 
observed the advances that have been 
made. No one can tell us we have noc 
progressed; no one can tell us that the 
condition of the working people has not 
been improved, and no one can tell us 
it is any other power or influence that 
brought about these changes than the 
trade union movement. And we are go- 
ing on with our work, meeting new con- 
ditions as they arise, meeting problems 
as they confront us and trying to solve 
them as best we can; claiming no great 
superiority of intelligence, but simply 
good, hard common sense, and applying 
them patiently and earnestly to helping 
our fellowmen obtain a better life to- 
morrow and in the days that are to fol- 
low. That is our purpose and our aim. 
We want peace; we pray for peace; w« 
work for peace, and if we cannot get 
it any other way. why, we will fight 
for peace. We don't want to fight, we 
want to avoid it, but we won't run 
away from it. 

I want to express to you my personal 
appreciation of you, not only as fra- 
ternal delegates, but as* men. I want to 
attest my appreciation of the opportu- 
nity of meeting you and learning to 
know you better than before, and to ex- 
press the hope that when you go back 
to your respective countries you may 
carry with you the very best wishes — 
as I am sure you wlll-^and some goou 
impressions of what we tried to do. I 
hope you will have a safe journey and 
a pleasant one, but, before that, try to 
have as good a time with us as you 
can. Our hearts are open; they are 
yours; you have won them fairly in 
honorable, friendly contest. 

Delegate Barnes— I move that the 
rules be suspended and that when we 
reassemble it be at 2:30 this afternoon. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The convention was then adjourned 
until 2:30 p, m. 

Resolution No. 101— By Delegate H. A. 
Stemburgh. of the International Hodcar- 
riers and Building Laborers' Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, There is a dual organiza- 
tion known as the International La- 
borers' Union unaffiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor; and 
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WHEREAS, The International La- 
borers' Union is known to claim juris- 
diction which makes the I. L U. antag- 
onistic to other International organiza- 
tions affiliated with the A. F. of L; and 

WHEREAS, Said dual organization Is 
recognised In some cities In Central 
Bodies, which is a violation of the con- 
stitution of the A. F. of L., as per Sec- 
tion I of Article 12, which reads as fol- 
lows: 

"No Central Labor Union, or any other 
Central Body of delegates, shall admit to 
or retain in their councils delegates from 
any local organization that owes its 
allegiance to any other body. National 
or International, hostile to any affiliated 
organization, or that has been suspended 
or expelled by or not connected with a 
National or International organization of 
their trade herein affiliated, under pen- 
alty of having their charter revoked for 
violation of their charter, subject to 
appeal to the next Convention"; and 

WHEREAS, It is known that In some 
localities Central Labor Unions ana 
other labor bodies Identified with the 
A. F. of L have refused to unseat 
delegates representing dual organiza- 
tions of the International Hod carriers 
and Building Laborers' Union of Amer- 
ica, from a jurisdiction claim made by 
the I. L. U.; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the delegates as- 
sembled in the Twenty-fifth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor instruct the Executive Board 
to take up this matter as soon as 
possible after the adjournment of 
this Convention and thoroughly in- 
vestigate the merits of the Interna- 
tional Laborers' Union, notifying each 
Central Body that all delegates rep- 
resenting dual organizations must be 
unseated, and in the event of any Cen- 
tral Body refusing to carry out the in- 
structions of the Executive Board that 
their charter be immediately revoked. 

Referred to the Committee on Local 
and Federated Bodies. 

Resolution No. 102— By Delegate N. C. 
8prague. of the Central Labor Union of 
Washington, D. C: 

WHEREAS, The Carpet Mechanics 
having formed an International Body in 
December, 1904, in the City of Wash- 
ington, D. C. and applied for a charter 
from the American Federation of La- 
bor: and 

WHEREAS, The International Uphol- 
sterers' Union claim jurisdiction over 
this class of work and held up the 
granting by the Executive Council of 
the charter applied for by the Carpet 
Mechanics by virtue of Resolution No. 
27, passed at the San Francisco Con- 
vention; and 

WHEREAS, The Carpet Mechanics 
now have an International Union organ- 
ized December 17th, 1904: therefore be 
It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 



cil be directed to grant a charter to the 
Carpet Mechanics' International Union. 
Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 103 — By Delegate F. A. 
Haven, of Salem Trades and Labor 
Association: 

WHEREAS Inasmuch as the United 
States Is being invaded by undesiraDK* 
people from foreign countries, classed as 
immigrants; and 

WHEREAS, It Is a verified fact that 
immigrants of undesirable class are a 
hindrance to American labor; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-fifth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor take some action 
in the matter in putting a damper on 
the overflow of foreigners of an unde- 
sirable class that tends to Interfere with 
American workmen and to lower wages, 
which has a demoralizing effept on the 
American Federation of Labor in or- 
ganizing the various lower crafts; and 
further, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor make every effort to 
have the next Congress of the United 
States enact a law that will prohibit 
such immigration that is undesirable by 
American citizens. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 104— By Delegate Tito 
Pacelli, of the Rockmen's Protective 
Union No. 10621: 

WHEREAS, The Pavers and Ram- 
mersmen of the City of New York are 
closely connected with the Excavators 
in all kinds of paving work because 
they ram and pave on the fillings made 
by the Excavators; therefore be It 

RESOIiVBD, That these organizations 
be requested by this Convention to ren- 
der every assistance In their power to 
the Excavators. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 105 — By Delegate T'to 
Pacelli, of the Rockmen's Protective 
Union No. 10631: 

WHEREAS, Local No. 184 of Safety 
Engineers, the Rock Drillers and Tool 
Sharpeners and the Double Drum Hols- 
ter Runners have been of exceptional 
servlco to the Rockmen and Excavators, 
by aiding them In securing an advance 
In wages and a reduction in their hours 
of employment, for which we are very 
grateful; therefore be it 

RE30T-.VED. That this Convention 
recommend to these organizations their 
continued assistance. 
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Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 10G— By Delegates F. J. 
McNulty, William B. Kennedy and Ste- 
phen Fay, of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers: 

WHEREAS. It is apparent to the 
members of organized labor that there 
is a decided tendency on the part of the 
courts of some States, by using injunc- 
tions, to restrict the freedom of mem- 
bers of unions while locked out or on a 
strike; and 

WHEREAS, It is highly Important to 
organized labor that these cases be 
fought out and a case be taken to the 
Supreme Court of the United States for 
a ruling by that tribunal on the sub- 
ject; and 

WHEREAS, Many injunctions have 
been issued against labor organizations 
involved in strikes and lock-outs in sev- 
eral cities in the State of Connecticut; 
and 

WHEREAS, Competent legal advice 
indicates that the laws upon which said 
injunctions are founded are unconstitu- 
tional, and would not be upheld by the 
Supreme Court of the United States; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Board investigate the injunctions no* 

Sending in the various cities of the 
tate of Connecticut against labor or- 
ganizations, and select one that they, 
in their judgment, deem of the greatest 
importance to organized labor, and 
place the same in the hands of compe- 
tent attorneys to carry to the Supreme 
Court of the United States to test its 
constitutionality. 

Referred to the Committee on Presi- 
dent's Report. 

Resolution No. 107— By Delegates F. J. 
McNulty. William EL Kennedy and Ste- 
phen Fay, of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers: 

WHEREAS, The work of the Outside 
Electrical Workers (commonly known 
as linemen), is extremely hazardous 
under any conditions; and 

WHEREAS, In numerous cities 
throughout the country the various 
public service corporations run their 
electrical transmission wires on the 
same poles, disregarding any safeguard 
for the lives anl limbs of their em- 
ployes who are forced to work on the 
lines from day to day; and 

WHEREAS, There are no laws to reg- 
ulate the construction of said transmis- 
sion lines so as to minimize the dan- 
ger; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall, through its 
State branches, Central Bodies, Execu- 
tive Board and organizers, urge the en- 



actment of such ordinances as may be 
introduced in the various cities through- 
out the country, and the passage of 
such bills as may be presented to the 
Legislatures of the various States, that 
will safeguard the wage-earnerB who 
are compelled to work among elec- 
trical transmission wires, and the pub- 
lic at large. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. 108 — By Delegate Tito 
Pacelli, of the Rockmen's Protective 
Union No. 10631: 

WHEREAS, The New York City Lo- 
cal of Excavators' Teamsters has an 
agreement with the Contractors* Pro- 
tective Association, agreeing to assist 
the Excavators to load carts, trucks and 
other vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, Such an agreement 
would be disastrous to the Excavators 
in the event of a strike; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Executive Council be 
directed to recommend to the Teamsters' 
Joint Executive Board of New York 
City to refrain from loading carts, 
trucks or other vehicles when the Ex- 
cavators are on strike; but, on the con- 
trary* to afford the Excavators all pos- 
sible aid. 

Referred to the Committee on Griev- 
ances. 

Resolution No. 109 — By Delegates F. J. 
McNulty, William E. Kennedy and Ste- 
phen J. Fay, of the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers: 

WHEREAS, In the attainment of con- 
ditions essential to the common welfare, 
the trade union movement stands as the 
leading exponent; and 

WHEREAS, It becomes necessary, in 
the progress of such attainment, to 
place before Congress certain bills for 
enactment Into legislative measures that 
are of great importance to organized 
labor; and 

WHEREAS, Representatives In said 
Congress continually and persistently 
oppose such legislation; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That in the judgment of 
the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, when he deems It proper, 
he be empowered to designate tne legis- 
lative Committee of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor (if such committee is 
In existence) to oppose, in the Repre- 
sentative's district, the renomination ami 
re-election of any candidate who has 
assumed such an attitude. 

Referred to the Commitlttee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 110. — By Delegate D. F. 
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Manning:, of the Retail Clerks' Interna- 
tional Protective Association: 

WHEREAS. The Retail Clerks' Inter- 
national Protective Association, in its 
recently enacted laws, provides for a 
system of Jurisdiction membership, 
whereby any person, regardless of sex, 
engaged in any branch or the retail 
trade mail order house or window 
dressing can secure affiliation with our 
Association; and 

WHEREAS, This new constitution 
likewise provides for a system of sick 
and funeral benefits which tend to in- 
terest and hold such members in affilia- 
tion, said advantages and benefits not 
being given by any other organization 
with which they may be connected; and 

WHEREAS, The associating of retail 
clerks, mail order clerks or window 
dressers with ah organization of kindred 
occupation or calling gives better and 
more lasting results than by any other 
method, and at the same time gives to 
the Retail Clerks* International Protec- 
tive Association the full right to affil- 
iate and to protect the members of their 
craft; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That in order to give to 
the retail clerks the very best advan- 
tages and results of organization, and 
to protect the R. C. I. P. A. from hav- 
ing merchants or employers of labor in 
this branch of industry becoming affil- 
iated with the labor movement, the 
Federal Labor Unions and Local Trade 
Unions affiliated to the a. F. of L shall 
be notified by tho proper officers not to 
accept to membership retail clerks, 
mail order clerks or window dress- 
ers, but to endeavor to secure 
their affiliation with the R. C. I. 
P. A. direct, either through the medium 
of its locals or its International head- 
quarters, as provided for in the laws of 
this organization. 

Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Resolution No. Ill— By Delegate W. 
Macarthur, of the International Seamen's 
Union of America: 

RESOLVED, That Section 1 of Article 
5 be amended by adding thereto the 
following: 

"PROVIDED, That in the election of 
Seventh and Eighth Vice President, 
nominations shall be made from dele- 
gates representing Local and Federal 
Labor Unions and City and State Cen- 
tral Bodies." 

Referred to the Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 112— By Delegate J. O. 
Walsh, of the San Francisco Labor 
Council : 

RESOLVED, That Section 2 of Ar- 
ticle 14 be amended by adding thereto, 
the following: 

••The President of the American Fed- 



eration of Labor shall, semi-annually, 
appoint a member of the nearest Local 
or National trade union, or Central La- 
bor Council, whose duty it shall be to 
audit the accounts of the Federal La- 
bor Union or Unions in the respective 
localities. Auditors appointed under 
this provision shall make full and de- 
tailed reports to the Federation. For 
the purposes of this section the books 
and accounts of the Federal Labor 
Unions shall be accessible at all times 
to the duly authorized auditors in the 
respective localities." 

Referred to the Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 113— By Delegate A. 
Furuseth, of the International Seamen's 
Union : 

WHEREAS. The urgent need of a 
Government hospital in the Bristol Bay 
region is greatly felt by everyone en- 
gaged in the Alaskan fishing Industry, 
and especially by the members of the 
International Seamen's Union of Amer- 
ica, many of whom have suffered great 
hardships in the past through lack of 
proper medical attention at the fishing 
grounds; and 

WHEREAS. It is of vital importance 
to upward of eight thousand men, who 
are engaged in the fishing Industry In 
Alaska, that such hospital should be es- 
tablished before the opening of the sea- 
son of 1906, and that immediate steps be 
taken to secure the proper presentation 
of this matter to the Congress of the 
United States at its coming session; and 

WHEREAS, The International Sea- 
men's Union of America has already 
taken steps in drafting and preparing 
such memorials and petitions as will 
present the matter forcibly and clearly 
to the proper' Government officials as to 
the necessity of such hospital; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, that we co-operate 
with the International Seamen's Union 
of America in this matter, and use our 
best efforts in securing the establish- 
ment of such hospital. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 114 — By Delegate A. 
Kellington, of the International Union of 
Flour and Cereal Mill Employes: 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of L, at Its 
Twenty-third Annual Convention, at 
Boston. Mass., placed all products of the 
Washburn-Crosby Milling Co. on the 
"We don't patronize" list; and 

WHEREAS, This action was reaffirmed 
at the Twenty-fourth Annual Conven- 
tion at San Francisco, Cal.; and 

WHEREAS, It was proven to Presi- 
dent Gompers when he made an invests 
gation in person, of the controversy be- 
tween the International Union of Flour 
and Cereal Mill Employes and the 
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Waahburn-Crosby Milling Co., May 23d 
to 25th, inclusive, that the union in in- 
terest was justified in their action; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates 
to the Twenty-fifth Annual Convention, 
reaffirm the placing: of the Washburn - 
Crosby Milling Co. on the "We do no* 
patronize" list, and urge that all honor- 
able means be used to have patronage 
withdrawn from the Washburn-Crosby 
Milliner Co. until they will show a spirit 
of fairness in dealing with organized 
labor. 

Referred to the Committee on Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 115— By Delegate Love, 
of the Philadelphia Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, In the outlying districts 
of the City of Philadelphia, Pa., the 
building trades affiliated with the A. F. 
of L., owing to tho laxity of the men in 
question, are In an unorganized and de- 
moralized condition; and 

WHEREAS, Numerous Independent 
attempts have been made by the various 
International Building Trades to organ- 
ize the men in these districts without 
success, owing, probably, to the methods 
adopted; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention re- 
quest the Presidents or the various 
building trades, or their representatives, 
to meet in committee and devise ways 
and means for instituting a concerted 
move, with a view to organize the men 
in question; and be it further 

RESOLVED. That the A. P. of L. 
station an officer In that city at an 
agreed date to assist the interested 
parties to bring about the desired end. 

Referred to the Committee on Building 
Trades. 

Resolution No. 116 — By Delegates John 
Mitchell and W. B. Wilson, of the United 
Mine Workers of America: 

WHEREAS. The Trades Union move- 
ment of America has for many years 
been endeavoring to organize the pur- 
chasing power of the wage workers and 
direct it towards the purchase of union- 
made goods in order that It might there- 
by create a demand for union labor and 
lead to the abolition of unfair conditions 
In the various trades; and 

WHEREAS. Many trades unions have 
adopted labels, to be placed upon the 
products of their labor as a guarantee to 
the purchasing public that these goods 
are made in union shops, under fair san- 
itary union conditions; and 

WHEREAS* The report of the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of La- 
bor shows that there are fifty -six differ- 
ent union labels being used and ten 
cards, most of which are of different 
colors and designs; and 

WHEREAS, The large number of dif- 



ferent designs for union labels is very 
confusing to the mind of the average 
purchaser, making such purchaser liable 
to be the victim of fraud by the use of 
fraudulent labels; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to have prepared a uni- 
form design to be used in connection 
with all labels that are now or may here- 
after be in existence, and present the 
same to the next Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor for Its 
consideration. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 



Resolution No. 117— By Delegate Jo- 
seph W, Norton, of the Stationary Fire- 
men: 

WHEREAS, The farmers in various 
parts of the country have expressed a 
desire to have a closer affiliation with 
organized labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth an- 
nual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor instruct the Executive 
Council to investigate, with a view of 
co-operating with the farmers upon 
offensive and defensive lines. 

Referred to the Committee on Organi- 
zation. 

Resolution No. 118 — By Delegate Geo. 
F. Dunn, of the Boiler Makers and Iron 
Ship Builders: 

WHEREAS. The preservation of life 
and limb and the protection of property 
demand that the legislatures of the dif- 
ent commonwealths of the United States 
of America enact laws to periodically se- 
cure a thorough inspection of all steam 
boilers and generators; and 

WHEREAS. The Brotherhood of Boil- 
er Makers and Iron Ship Builders of 
America have for many years been en- 
deavoring to secure the passage of such 
a law through the legislatures of many 
American commonwealths, and the cre- 
ation of the office of Boiler Inspector: 
therefore, be It 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention assem- 
bled, at Pittsburg, does endorse the work 
done by the Brotherhood of Boiler Mak- 
ers and Iron Ship Builders of America 
to secure such wise legislation, and does 
give its moral support to such move- 
ment; and be it further 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby recommend 
to all its affiliated Central Labor Bodies 
the beneficial effect of the enactment of 
such a law, and solicits the support of 
said bodies, wherever situate, to secure 
the enactment of such a law in every 
commonwealth of the United States of 
America; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That such a law should 
contain a provision that the Boiler In- 
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spector, or his assistants, should have at 
least ten years' experience as a practical 
boiler maker, or in the general work of 
the craft: and if the Boiler Inspector is 
to have charge of the inspection of the 
boilers of steam navigation vessels, a 
proviso should be Incorporated in said 
law that he be a practical iron ship 
builder; and be it still further 

RESOLVED. That all the Central La- 
bor Bodies affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor should take imme- 
diate action to secure the drafting and 
presentation of such proposed law as will 
secure its consideration and enactment 
by the various Commonwealths at the 
earliest possible time. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 119— By Delegate H. A. 
Stemburgh. of the International Hodcar- 
riers and Building Laborers* Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The George A. Fuller Con- 
struction Company has been and is now 
antagonizing the International Hodcar- 
riers and Building Laborers' Union of 
America in the cities of Pittsburg, Phil- 
adelphia, Boston, Baltimore and Wash- 
ington, refusing to recognize or employ 
members of the International Hodcar- 
rlers and Building Laborers' Union of 
America in the aforesaid cities; and 

WHEREAS, The wages paid by the 
George A. Fuller Construction Company 
in the above named cities is less than 
the wages paid by fair employers in the 
construction of buildings in the same lo- 
calities; and 

WHEREAS, Men employed by the Geo. 
A. Fuller Construction Company directly 
coming under the jurisdiction of the In- 
ternational Hodcarriers and Building 
Laborers' Union of America, and com- 
pelled to labor ten (10) hours a day, 
thereby making it difficult for the Inter- 
national Union to maintain the eight (8) 
hour day in these localities; and 

WHEREAS, All efforts made by the 
International Union to secure recognition 
by the George A. Fuller Construction 
Company having failed in their purpose; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-fifth an- 
nual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, assembled In the City of 
Pittsburg, that the George A. Fuller 
Construction Company be placed on the 
unfair list of the American Federation 
of Labor, and that all building trades 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor are particularly requested to 
render every assistance in their power 
to the International Hodcarriers and 
Building Laborers' Union of America in 
their struggle for recognition. 

Referred to the Committee on Building 
Trades. 



Resolution No. 120 — By Delegate James 
G. Cain, of the Photo-Engravers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS. The practice has become 
general withi transportation companies 
to require the purchasers of excursion 
and tourist tickets to sign so-called iron- 
clad contracts providing that such tick- 
ets shall be forfeited if found in the 
hands of any other than the original pur- 
chaser; and 

WHEREAS, The object and result of 
this practice Is to cause the forfeiture to 
these corporations by the public of enor- 
mous numbers of tickets which the orig- 
inal purchasers are unable to use per- 
sonally, to the value of millions of dol- 
lars annually, a heavy drain upon the 
people, and a source of unearned profits 
to the railway corporations; and 

WHEREAS, In addition to inflicting 
upon the public a "spotter" system, and 
the nuisance of joint agencies for the 
validation of tickets, the passenger as- 
sociations are prevailing upon the courts 
to legislate by injunction and prevent 
brokers and other agencies from accom- 
modating the traveling public by dealing 
in these excursion tickets; therefore, be 

RESOLVED. That all tickets for the 
transportation of passengers should be 
good to the bearer, and the imposition of 
requiring signatures and the placing of 
descriptllns upon tickets is an outrage 
which makes possible a system of graft 
that should no longer be tolerated by 
the American people; be it further 

RESOLVED, That we deplore the ap- 
parent willingness of some courts to 
serve corporation interests, in opposition 
to the rights and' privileges of the 
masses of the people by granting injunc- 
tions to protect the Iniquitous imposition 
of non-transferrable tickets; be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in this its twenty-fifth 
annual Convention assembled, reaffirms 
former resolutions denouncing antl- 
scalping laws, city ordinances and in- 
junctions, and hereby petitions the Con- 
gress of these United States for a law 
requiring that all railroad and steamboat 
passage tickets be made good to bearer. 

RESOLVED, That our Legislative 
Committee at Washington be, and is 
hereby. Instructed to earnestly work in 
the name of organized labor and of the 
people for the enactment of such a law. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 



Resolution No. 121— By Delegate James 
G. Cain, of the Photo-Engravers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment, through its various depart- 
ments, contracts for fully one million 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



148 



REPORT OP PROCEEDINGS 



dollars' worth of photo-engraving year- 
ly; and 

WHEREAS, A large percentage of 
contracts Is secured by • firms working 
'under non-union conditions; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil and the Legislative Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor use their 



good offices to secure the adoption of a 
law by Congress establishing a Bureau 
of Photo-Engraving, on lines similar to 
the other branches of the printing 
trades. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 



FOURTH DAT— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
1:30 P. M., President Gompers in the 
chair. 

Absentees— Rice, Kemper, Damm, Loe- 
benberger, Towey, Maner, Lillen, Fos- 
ter <W. H.), Roach (John), Keefe (D. 
J.), Barker, Harrison, Thomas, Wild, 
Walsh, James, Wilson (J. T.), Doyle 
(C). Carter, Ross, Dix, Higgins (M. P.), 
Mahon, Reid (D. J.), Penje, Furuseth. 
McArthur, Harrington (C. J.), Freel, 
Alexander, Hanraty, Perkins, Peetz, 
Skeehan, Joyce (J. J.), Campbell (G. 
C.)» Hopwood, Roemer, Boettger, Linx- 
weiler. Woodman. Bower, Humphrey, 
Mlibourne, Rosenberg, Creager, Comer- 
ford, Gebhart, Rodier, Mitchell (Thos.), 
Alter, Fiazier, Baldwin, Sheffield, Ritt- 
hamel, Ring, Vandyke. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Vice President Kidd, for the Commit- 
tee on education, made the following 
report: 

Resolution No. 89 — By Thomas I. Kidd, 
of the Amalgamated Wood Workers' In- 
ternational Union: 

WHEREAS, Various organizations of 
women, including some fraternally affil- 
iated with the American Federation of 
Labor, are seeking to have the Govern- 
ment investigate "The social and eco- 
nomic condition of women employed in 
manufacturing and commercial pur- 
suits"; and 

WHEREAS, the whole subject of 
"Woman in Industry" is one of vital 
concern and most Intimately related to 
the whole labor problem; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, that we indorse this 
movement for a thorough Investigation 
of the subject by the United States 
Government, and recommend all affil- 
iated bodies to use their best endeavors 
to secure the passage by Congress of a 
bill having this end in view. 

The Committee recommends that the 



resolution be concurred to, and that to 
view of the importance of the subject 
matter of the foregoing resolution, tne 
privilege of addressing the Convention 
on the question of "Women in Industry" 
be granted to Miss Mary E. McDowell, 
representing the Women's Trade Union 
League. 

I desire to say, In behalf of the com- 
mittee, that we would like to have Miss 
Mary McDowell address the Convention 
before a vote is taken upon the report. 
We would also like to have the same 
courtesy extended to Miss Barnum. 

On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was adopted. 

President Gompers — I have the . pleas- 
ure of introducing to you Miss Mary Mc- 
Dowell, who will now address you. 

Mies McDowell— I thank you very 
much for this opportunity to come be- 
fore you. I talk with women very often 
but only once In a great while in my 
life have I spoken to such a significant 
body as this. It seems to me one sees 
here what could never be seen anywhere, 
else but in England; one sees here the 
tremendous possibilities of our great de- 
mocracy in America. It is one of the. 
proudest moments of my life that . you 
have allowed me to come here, not in my' 
own interest, but in the interest of the 
women who are working in the factories 
and shops of America. There are 6,000.- 
000 of these women, yet in tills great, 
representative body of the workingmen 
of America we find only four women rep- 
resenting their sister workers. These 
millions of women are either to be your 
competitors or your co-workers— -which? 
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You are to decide that, perhaps, more 
than anyone else. Shall they work with 
you, or shall they work against you? 
Will you work with them, or will you 
work against them? I suppose there is 
nothing so significant in our lives to- 
day as the coming of these millions of 
women into industrial life. And what 
are we going to do about it? We hear 
on all hands accusations laid at their 
doors. It is said the coming of five mil- 
lion self-supporting women into America 
is changing our social life. It is said 
that divorce is on the increase, and mar- 
riage on the decrease. All these things 
are laid at the door of the woman who 
is getting economically independent; but 
we have no data upon which to base 
these accusations. We are bound to have 
legislation in the interest of women in 
the coming days; and in order that that 
legislation shall be the kind that will 
not in any way hurt the great mass of 
workers in America, it must be based 
upon real truth; it must be based upon 
fact. For that reason we want an inves- 
tigation that will put the world in our 
debt; and if America can make the kind 
of investigation which we wish, states- 
men and scholars in all the countries will 
be put in the debt of our nation. 

Now, I ask you not to pass this resolu- 
tion politely; not to pass it because a 
woman asks you to do so. You have got 
beyond that; you have got to the place 
where you will have to treat women as 
your co-workers. I am glad to say you 
still treat women chivalrously; but it is 
chivalry of the new kind that we want; 
it is the chivalry which says we shall be 
co-workers. That is the kind of chivalry 
we want, and that is the kind we hope 
you will give to women. We hope you 
will not only pass the resolution, but 
that you will do something else. I want 
you to go to y&ur Congressmen and Sen- 
ators. We have not the power that you 
have. You have tremendous power. Will 
you use it for this purpose? Will you 
use it to get Congress to make this in- 
vestigation possible through a bureau of 
experts who will do It scientifically and 
in a scholarly way? 

I thank you very much for this chance 
to speak, and I beg of you, when the 
next American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention meets, you will not have just 



four women delegates, but you will have 
a number that will truly represent this 
great body of workers that must be your 
co-workers, and not your competitors. 
(Applause.) 

President Gompers— I now have the 
pleasure to present to you Miss Gertrude 
Barnum, the secretary of the Women's 
Trade Union League. 

Miss Barnum— I had no idea of ad- 
dressing you until a few minutes ago, 
when my good friend, Mr. Kldd, asked 
me if I would not like to speak for this 
resolution. As there Is such a small 
number of women present, it seemed to 
me the few who are here should be as 
much represented as possible; so I ac- 
cepted. I am interested in this appro- 
priation for the investigation of the con- 
ditions of women, because we believe 
that when that investigation is made it 
will result in a wave of determination 
all over this great land to organize the 
women against such conditions, and to 
add to the huge labor movement you 
have here the two millions of women 
who ought to have Joined it some time 
ago. It is for that reason I lift my voice 
to ask for this Investigation. We are 
all more or less sick of investigations 
with nothing coming from them, and of 
the little amateur investigations that are 
made by new reformers. We want an 
investigation that will come with au- 
thority; that will cause the women of 
this country to realise their humiliation, 
and that will cause them to join the 
ranks of union labor. The last thing I 
did in New York before coming to this 
convention was to meet with a commit- 
tee of ladies who had been Investigating 
the conditions of the laundry workers 
in that city. They were about to circu- 
late a very rosy picture, saying the con- 
ditions as regarded health were every- 
thing they should be. It is to stop this 
amateur work and get some real facts 
to act on that we are asking this inves- 
tigation. We do not have to argue here 
that it is possible to organize women, 
because it has been done successfully in 
the principal trades where women are 
employed. Every man here believes wo- 
men can be organized, and believes that 
the passing of this bill for an appropria- 
tion to show them their conditions will 
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wfeke them up and help to organlie 
them. (Applause.) 

Treasurer Lennonr-I would like to of- 
fer an addition to the favorable report of 
the committee. I move that it be ap- 
proved and referred to the Executive 
Council, and the Legislative Committee 
instructed to use its utmost endeavors 
to carry it into effect. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate W. L. Hart, for the Commit- 
tee on Treasurer' 8 Report, read the fol- 
lowing: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty- fifth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
We, your Committee on Treasurer's 
Report, have examined same carefull>, 
and compared the several totals with 
that of the Secretary's financial state- 
ment, and verified by that of your Au- 
diting Committee, and therefore, recom- 
mend that same be adopted. 
Yours Fraternally, 
LEE M. HART, Chairman, 
JOHN FAHY, Secretary. 
CORNELIUS WILD, 
C. L. SHAMP, 
L. K. KERR, 
HARRY F. SHEEHAN, 
MICHAEL WHITE, 
JOHN DOODY, 
E. J. DIX f 
VICTOR L. BERGER. 

Committee. 
On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in and adopted. 

President Gompers— You will remem- 
ber that an auxiliary department ha* 
been established by one of our great 
church associations, being a department 
for the purpose of studying the condi- 
tions of labor to be helpful to the or- 
ganised labor movement. The gentle- 
man in charge of that department was 
a machinist, and is a machinist by trade, 
and a member of the International As- 
sociation of Machinists. He is a regu- 
larly ordained minister of the Gospel. 
We have had some correspondence with 
him for a considerable period of time. 
The labor press has published many 
articles from his pen. I am sure we 
shall all be pleased to hear from the 
Rev. Charles Stelzie.' 

Mr. Stelzle— Mr. President and Broth- 



ers: I count it a privilege to bring you 
greetings from my "International." This 
International has a membership about 
one-third as large as the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, with, perhaps, 9,000 
locals, and over one million members. 
This is the International I have the 
honor to represent. I was very much 
interested In President Gompers* reply 
to the fraternal delegates this morn- 
ing, especially that part which re- 
ferred to an organization called the 
Employers' Auxiliary Corporation. In 
speaking of this organization he said 
It has spies in the labor union and in 
the shops. It was quite amusing to 
me some time ago to have Mr. Parry's 
secretary accused me of being a spy in 
the employ of the American Federation 
of Labor. I thought that quite a good 
joke. During the past three years 1 
have been traveling through the United 
States in the interest of this special de- 
partment, the Department of Churcn 
and Labor. I have learned a great 
many things during this period and 
yet It seems to me one of the 
things that stands out very clearly 
is the fact that everywhere men 
are taking a saner view of the labor 
problem. I need hardly remind you 
that this is the era of the common 
man. During the past month the world 
has witnessed the passing of a power 
which for generations thought its right 
to do as it pleased would never be 
questioned. What is going on in Rus- 
sia to-day is going on In every part of 
the world, even though It may not be 
in the same degree. The day has gone 
by, I am sure, when the mere denun- 
ciation of trade unionism will be ac- 
cepted by the people. The time has 
come for saner study. I was interested 
some time ago in reading the address of 
Mr. Franklin McVeagh, one of the 
largest employers of labor in Chicago, 
given before the Commercial Clubs of 
Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati and Bos- 
ton. I want to quote just a paragraph 
in this address, Mr. McVeagh said: 

"Unionism has so much power for 
good, and so many possibilities of evil, 
that it must not be dealt with by em- 
ployers as a mere enemy. It is child- 
ish to think that we can abolish labor 
unions. The public opinion of all na- 
tions has accepted them as fixtures. 
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We must develop, not abolish them. 
And the employers, as sure as there is 
moral responsibility anywhere in th« 
world, must assume a distinct share or 
the responsibility for the increase of 
their usefulness and for the correction 
of their faults. And we come a Ion* 
way toward progressive union whenever 
employers deal with them as friends. It 
Is mere Idleness to talk of advancing 
cllivizatlon which does not include the 
advancing civilization of the working- 
men. 

"The chief requirement, after all, is 
that we shall believe that labor unions 
are Indispensable to the advancement 
of mankind and the growth of civilisa- 
tion. For therein lies their profoundest 
claim. And that is why the labor move- 
ment does not rest wholly upon the 
shoulders of the worklngmen, but is a 
responsibility of yours and mine." 

I say the trades union movement must 
be Judged, not by its misdeeds, but by 
its ideals. Every other organization de- 
mands that criterion as to the manner 
of judging the value of that organiza- 
tion: and if other organizations demand 
it — including the Church — then trade 
unionism has a right to demand it also. 
Practically every reform organization 
passes through its period of hysteria. 
The time comes when it finally reaches 
the solid ground and marches on to ac- 
complish that which it set out to do. 

I think sometimes, as I hear the argu- 
ments of the friends of trade unionism, 
that we are apt to lay too much stress 
upon questions concerning which there 
may be dispute. It seems to me 
there are some things on which we all 
agree and through the discussion of 
which trade unionism may gain more 
friends. Take, for instance, the ethical 
value of trade unionism. That is rarely 
discussed. Take the question of the 
emigrant. Tou remember Carroll D. 
Wright Issued a report during the first 
month of this year based upon the in- 
vestigation made by Miss McDowell, who 
has just addressed you, regarding the 
emigrants settled in and near the stock- 
yards of Chicago. As a result of this, 
the Commissioner and his deputies came 
to the conclusion that there is no insti- 
tution in all the country which is do- 
ing more for the Americanization of 
Immigrants than trade unionism. I re- 



member some time ago in San Francisco 
attending a meeting of the Central La- 
bor Union. One of the memoers In 
making a report said: "At our last 
meeting we initiated five members and 
it required five different interpreters to 
obligate the men." I can imagine the 
position of that business agent during a 
time of strife The constitution of the 
United Mine Workers is translated into t 
nine different languages. I can imagine 
the position of the labor leaders in the 
anthracite coal districts, during a time 
when these great masses of people 
who know so little of American citizen- 
ship, understanding simply that they are 
hungry and that their children are starv- 
ing, in trying to keep those men within 
bounds. There is an argument, it seems 
to me, for trades unionism— the ethical 
value of trade unionism as it affects the 
life of the emigrant compelling him to 
become acquainted with our American 
institutions. 

I might talk of child-labor, and yet 
it seems almost superfluous to speak of 
it In an audience like this. I might 
speak of the abolition of the sweat shop 
and the securing of better conditions in 
tenement house and factory. I might 
talk of trade unionism in the matter of 
temperance, and I verily believe there 
is no purely philanthropic organization 
that has done more in this direction 
than has the trad<3 union. Because I be- 
lieve these things I was very much im- 
pressed with Mr. Gompers' report in 
which he recommended that throughout 
the United States trade unions establish 
educational bureaus of various kinds 
in order to inform the people with re- 
spect to the aims of organized labor. 
The test of the value of a movement or 
an institution is found in the practical 
things it accomplishes and not in the 
abstract speculations concerning It. 
Judged by that criterion it must be ad- 
mitted that trade unionism has been a 
great factor in the humanizing of the 
race. I am not surprised, therefore, that 
In my travels I found everywhere 
churchmen, men of prominence, in the 
trade union. 

I sat the other day In the office of a 
labor paper In the West It was about 
quitting time, and In the half hour I 
was there, half a dozen men casually 
dropped In, and I discovered that every 
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one of the six were church members In 
that city, and three of them were Pres- 
byterian elders. 

I have found all over this country act- 
ive church officers who were also officers 
of Central Labor Unions. I think this is 
but natural, because after all there is 
very much in common between organised 
labor and the organised church Of 
course I recognize the fact that each has 
its own peculiar function. We must not 
expect the trade union to perform the 
function of the church; neither have we 
the right to demand that a church per- 
form the functions of the trade union. 
That fact ought to be very clearly recog- 
nised. But there is very much in com- 
mon between the two organisations. 
Somewhere I came across this copy of 
the pledge of some of the men who 
joined the American Federation of La- 
bor. I think that In substance it Is 
correct: 

"We are pledged to the emancipation 
of our class from poverty, ignorance and 
selfishness; to be respectful in word and 
action to every woman; to be consider- 
ate to the widow and the orphan, the 
weak and the defenseless, and never to 
discriminate against a fellow worker on 
account of creed, color or nationality. To 
defend freedom of thought whether ex- 
pressed by tongue or pen; to educate 
ourselves and our fellow workers in the 
history of the labor movement We' 
promise that we will never knowingly 
wrong a brother, or see him wronged if 
in our power to prevent it. We will en- 
deavor to subordinate every selfish im- 
pulse to the task of elevating the mate- 
rial, intellectual and moral conditions of 
the laboring class." 

That is a pretty high standard. There 
is absolutely nothing in that pledge to 
which a churchman can possibly take 
the least exception. In all of these things 
the church is with organized labor. 
There is no reason why a man may not 
be a good trade unionist, be loyal to the 
pledge which he has taken, and at the 
same time be a member of the church 
and a Christian. 

It is needless for me to say that I 
stand squarely for organized labor. My 
membership in the International Associ- 
ation of Machinists indicates my atti- 
tude. I was for eight years a machinist 
in the largest shop in New York, and I 



am quite familiar with every problem 
that confronts the machinist. I am also 
familiar with, a great many problems 
that confront you in other crafts. 

The Presbyterian Church in this coun- 
try has asked me to become the superin- 
tendent of its Department of Church 
and Labor. I think it is the only official 
organization of the kind in the world. 
There are church committees for the 
purpose of studying social problems; 
there are organisations which have no 
organic connection with any particular 
church; but this department of church 
and labor is an organic part of the Pres- 
byterian Church established by its Gen- 
eral Assembly. I want to read you a 
resolution passed by Its General As- 
sembly: 

"Appreciating the increasing import- 
ance of the industrial problem, we rec- 
ommend that committees be apppointed 
in every industrial center in the United 
States for the purpose of making a sys- 
tematic study of the entire problem in 
their respective localities. 

"These committees shall co-operate 
with the Department of Church and La- 
bor, thus establishing, In connection 
with the organized Presbyterianism of 
every city in America, a board of experts 
who may be able to inform the Church 
with respect to the aims of organized 
labor." 

Sub-committees have also been ap- 
pointed In practically every city in the 
United States. I plead this afternoon, 
Mr. President, and Brothers, that in the 
investigations these committees shall 
make you will lend them every possible 
assistance. One of the plans in connection 
with this department has been what we 
called the exchange of fraternal dele- 
gates between Central Labor Unions 
and Ministers' Associations. If you 
have a journal of the Plumbers, Gas and 
Steam Fitters, you will find an article 
in it written by me. I snail read a part 
of it: 

"It opens the eyes to come into per- 
sonal contact with the leaders of la- 
bor. It robs one forever of the vision 
of the labor leader which pictures a 
hulking bully, thick-necked, hard-flstea. 
arrogant, preferring a fight to a job, an 
agitator." 

So wrote my friend, the Rev. Warren 
H. Wilson, who for a year has been 
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the fraternal delegate in the Brooklyn 
Central Labor Union, representing the 
Presbyterian ministers of that city. 

"The members of the Central Labor 
Union of Brooklyn are not trouble- 
makers, neither are they bullies. They 
are a cordially fraternal company of 
thinking men, among whom, aside 
from the other considerations, It is for 
a thinking man an honor to be num- 
bered. From the writer's first appoint- 
ment as a fraternal delegate to the 
Central Labor Union, he was met with 
Intelligent and thoughtrul cordiality. 
The labor men welcomed the appoint- 
ment, and one after the other, although 
it was a new departure, they assented 
to it, until in a meeting of the union 
It was greeted with surprising unanim- 
ity and emphasis. 

"The meetings of the union have been 
to me experiences of surpassing interest. 
They open up a new world to a Chris- 
tian minister. The more is the pity that 
it Is a world from which a Christian 
minister should be shut 'out. Here are 
discussed matters of vital interest to 
the poor of this borough, and those of 
meager means— the very people for 
whom the Master had the most direct 
message— and with a finely intelligent 
grasp of principles, mutual forbear- 
ance and sincere brotherllness. The 
word 'brother' as a term of address 
lives here with the full force of John 
Wesley's days. So far as one can ob- 
serve, the leaders of labor m Brooklyn 
are religiously trained men, more than 
a majority of them members of 
churches. They appreciate, too, an es- 
sential agreement In the fundamentals 
underlying the faiths of the various 
churches of this city. And they con- 
ceive that their union, being a purely 
advisory body, a forum of discussion of 
interests common to those who toil 
with their hands, is an agency for the 
carrying out of a religious purpose. 

"That Is, they believe that the war on 
the sweatshop, the crusade against child 
labor, and the agitation for a better 
place for the laboring woman, are In- 
terests which are. or should be, high 
in the esteem of religious people. They 
believe, too, that the increase of wages 
will introduce Into a multitude of homes 
in Brooklyn the possibilities of religion 
and of righteousness. They believe that 
the shortening of hours in trades 



like that of the bakers, who to- 
day toll for eleven hours or 
twelve In overheated quarters, who re- 
cently, in many cases, had to sleep by 
the side of their ovens, will tend to the 
restoration of these men to their fam- 
ilies and will be the beginning of re- 
ligious and moral life for a multitude of 
persons. 

"I am frank to say that in these 
things I agree with them." 

Surely that, brothers. Is worth while. 
I want to say further that while this 
movement Is being fathered by the 
Presbyterian Church it is not confined 
to the Presbyterian Church. When this 
plan of the exchange of fraternal dele- 
gates Is suggested in certain cities, we 
do not ask that Presbyterians be ap- 
pointed. That is immaterial; but I insist 
upon telling these men that they are not 
there to represent themselves nor their 
particular churches nor their denomina- 
tions; they are there to represent the 
great Kingdom of Jesus Christ; that 
they go there for the purpose of becom- 
ing acquainted with the aims and aspi- 
rations of the toilers 

This department Is no longer an ex- 
periment. Like trade unionism, It has 
come to stay. We desire to co-operate 
with you in the things for which we 
both stand, and surely there are enough 
of them to keep us both pretty busy. 

Personally this Is all very real to me. 

I am sympathetic toward the alms of 
organized labor, not simply because I 
have read about the conditions of the 
toilers, not simply because I have been 
a student of the conditions of the poor 
In our great cities. My father was a 
poor German emigrant. After he had 
raised a family of five children he died, 
and my mother and four sisters and my- 
self moved Into two rooms in the rear of 
an East Side tenement in New York 
City. I have lived In tenement houses 
In New York City for fifteen years. I 
went to work when I was eight years 
old in what you would call a sweat shop 
in the basement of a New York tene- 
ment. My mother made wrappers there 
for two dollars a dozen, and very fre- 
quently she went supperless to bed in 
order to give her children something to 
eat I have often awakened at midnight 
to see her sewing in order that the next 
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morning when I went to school I might 
take to the shop the wrappers she 
was sewing and get the two dol- 
lars for them. Do you wonder that 
I am sympathetic toward working- 
men, that I am sympathetic in the 
matter of educating the emigrant, that 
I am sympathetic in the matter of 
abolishing child labor and doing away 
with the accursed sweatshop? If I felt 
for a single moment that "the church 
which I represent was not *nterested in 
the abolition of child labor and the doing 
away with the sweatshop, if it was not 
interested In improving the condition of 
the emigrant, I would cut the church 
and I would line up with organized labor. 
And yet It Is because I do believe from 
the bottom of my heart that the church 
is interested in these things that I am 
engaged In this work. The very fact 
that it has appointed me to this po- 
sition indicates that it is interested. 
It has not done all it should have done — 
not any of us have done that — but it 
seems to me the mission of the Church 
of Christ to-day is to consider the social 
and material needs of the people as well 
as their moral needs. 

President ttompers announced that no 
resolutions would be received after 5:30 
Thursday afternoon, except by unani- 
mous consent of the Convention. 

Delegate Johannsen— Inasmuch as the 
local committee lias Informed me that 
they did not receive the one hundred 
dollars from H. C. Frick, and probably 
would not, it is unnecessary to introduce 
the resolution I asked permission this 
morning to introduce. 

Delegate Shanessy, for the Committee 
on Credentials, made the following re- 
port: 

Satisfactory arrangements having been 
made, your committee recommends the 
seating of the following delegates: 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of North 
America. Max Zuckerroan, 27 votes. 

New London (Conn.) C. T. and L. U. 
George Goss, 1 vote. 

Interior Freight Handlers. J. B. 
Plannery, 34 votes. 

The reports were signed by Delegates 
McNulty, Soderberg and Shanessy. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

On motion of Delegate Max Morris, 



the Convention was adjourned until 9 a. 
m., Friday, November 17th. 

Resolution No. 122.— By Delegate Mary 
E. McDowell, Woman's Trade Union 
League. 

WHEREAS, The standard of wages 
hours and general conditions of the workers 
of America is threatened by no greater 
danger than that of the competition of 
non-union working women and girls; and 

WHEREAS. It has been fully demon- 
strated beyond a doubt that women, when 
educated m the movement, make strong, 
intelligent, active and loyal trade union- 
ists; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention rec- 
ommend the appointment at the earliest 
feasible moment of a national woman or- 
ganizer from the ranks of union labor. 

Referred to Committee on Organization, 

Resolution No. 123.— By Delegate Owen 
Miller, American Federation of Musicians.. 

WHEREAS. The International Union of 
Brewery Workmen have with great outlay 
of labor and money succeeded in organizing 
the engineers and firemen working in the 
breweries; and 

WHEREAS, This organization of the 
brewery engineers and firemen wa3 ef- 
fected a long time before the Brotherhood 
of Stationary Engineers and Firemen was 
in existence; and 

WHEREAS. The modern way of organi- 
zation of industries absolutely demands 
that the organization of the auxiliary 
trades be controllel by the organization of 
the main trade in order to make i. effec- 
tive; and finally 

WHEREAS, This view of the matter 
was virtually acknowledged, although not 
openly expressed, by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in tne case of the printers, 
longHhoremen, miners and other national 
unions that have retained control over 
minor organizations auxiliary to the trade; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor hereby re-enact its decision 
at the 18th annual convention in Louis- 
ville (1898) and grant the Internationa] 
Union of the Brewery Workmen full con- 
trol of brewery engineers and brewery fire- 
men; furthermore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the membership 
cards of the Brotherhoods of Stationary 
Engineers and Firemen shall be recognized 
and exchanged by the International 
Brewery Workmen, whenever a member of 
aforesaid unions is employed in a brewery, 
and that the exchange of membership cards 
shall also be conceded by the Brotherhoods 
of Stationary Engineers and Firemen 
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whenever an engineer or a firemen shall 
leave a brewery and join a local of their 
jurisdiction. 
Referred to Committee on Grievance. 

Resolution No. 124— By Delegates H. 
Bablitz and P. J. Donnelly, of Coopers? In- 
ternational Union. 

WHEREAS, At a former convention of 
the A. F. of L. the following resolution was 
adopted: 

"That where there is sufficient cooperage 
for the employment of one or more men 
said men shall belong to the Coopers' In- 
ternational Union," and, 

WHEREAS, Coopers now working in 
breweries in different cities throughout the 
country are compelled to belong to the 
Brewery Workenr Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this convention that the above mentioned 
resolution be lived up to by the Brewery 
Workers' Union. 

Referred to the Grievance Committee. 

Resolution No. 125— By Delegate Ed. 
Flynn, of the Alabama Federation of La- 
bor. 

WHEREAS, There are thousands of 
wage earners in the Southern States in an 
unorganized condition; and, 

WHEREAS, The rapid industrial devel- 
opment of the Southern States, and espe- 
cially Alabama and Tennessee, is giving 
employment to thousands of additional 
wage earners, who should be organized and 
become a part of the labor movement. 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth an- 
nual convention of the A. F. of L. direct* 
the Executive Council to appoint and as- 
sign a regular organizer to organize the 
wage earners of Alabama and Tennessee. 

RESOLVED, That such organizer be se- 
lected from one of the above named States. 

Referred to the Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 12ft— By Delegate G. F. 
Tucker of Iowa State Federation of Labor: 

WHEREA8, It is manifestly to the in- 
terest of the American Federation of 
Labor and the national unions affiliated 
therewith that the various locals affiliate 
with and send delegates to the meeting of 
city Central and State bodies; and 

WHEREAS, There is a general and well- 
founded complaint that local unions do not 
so affiliate and attend, thereby weakening 
the labor movement, both as affects the 
American Federation of Labor and the va- 
rious national and international unions 
affiliated therewith; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Feder- 



ation of Labor instruct all affiliated na- 
tional and international unions to direct 
their various locals to affiliate with State 
and Central bodies where such exist, and 
upon their failure so to do, the matter 
shall at once be reported to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor, who shall at once investigate the 
matter through their representative in the 
district affected, and if no good reason ex- 
ists for the non-attendance of said local 
the fact shall at once be reported to their 
national or international organization, 
which shall at once order their affiliation 
with said State or Central body. 

Referred to the Committee on Presi« 
dent's Report. 

Resolution No. 127— By Delegate G. F. 
Tucker of Iowa State Federation of Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor recommend that all affiliated 
State and Central bodies exchange frater- 
nal delegates with the various State and 
citv ministerial associations, wherevei 
practicable, thus insuring a better under- 
standing on the Dart of the church and 
clenrv of the aims and objects of th€ 
labor union movement of America. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu 
tions. 

Resolution No. 128.— By Delegate Mrs. 
Charles Hank, Women's International 
Union Label League: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council ol 
the American Federation of Labor has in 
the past given valuable assistance to the 
Woman's International Union Label 
League by instructing the organizers of 
this Federation to form local leagues where- 
ever possible, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Federation accept 
the wishes of the Woman's Internationa] 
Union Label League, which desires to ex- 
tend its sincere thanks for the good work 
performed by the Executive Council and 
the organizers of this Federation and hopes 
that they will continue the good work 
in the future. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 129.— By Delegate Mrs. 
Charles Hank, Woman's Internationa] 
Union Label League: 

WHEREAS, There are many woman'g 
auxiliary organizations organized by the 
organizations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor and while we believe 
that the labor movement would much bet- 
ter be served if all such woman's auxiliary 
organizations were united in one grand 
organization and 
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WHEREAS, The Woman's International 
Union Label League has been a powerful 
factor in the work of creating a demand 
for union-made products and in many in- 
stances has succeeded in forcing the clerks 
and teamsters into their respective organi- 
zations by refusing to deal with them un- 
less they carried a union card, therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-fifth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor that we request the Executive Coun- 
cil to use their good offices to the end that 
the various auxiliary organizations referred 
to may be induced to seek charters from 
the Woman's International Union Label 
Leamie, thereby forming one of the most 
powerful and entirely effective combina- 
tions under the broad banner of the Wom- 
an's International Union Label League. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 130.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The present insurance sys- 
tem is notorious as a method of exploita- 
tion and graft and has simply become an 
adjunct to Wall street, New York, and 

WHEREAS, In spite of the tremendous 
wealth being accumulated oy insurance 
corporations, the life and property of wage 
workers hnas little or no protection in in- 
surance. It is now exceedingly costly and 
the workmen are often, by all kinds of 
legal tricks, defrauded by insurance com- 
panies; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor endorse the general principle of 
State insurance now in operation in Ger- 
many, in which the expense is met by the 
Government, the employer and the work- 
ing people, each paying one-third of the 
premiums; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we instruct the Ex- 
ecutive Council to use all honorable efforts 
to secure the adoption of a similar system 
— onlv on a much larger and more effective 
scale— for the United States of America. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 131.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, International Typographical 
Union. 

WHEREAS, Labor creates all values or 
makes them useful and accessible to man- 
kind, but the present economic system is 
such that it is imoosible for the great mass 
of wage-earners to save up a sufficient 
amount of money or property to secure 
them against want and miserv and the in- 
dignities of capitalistic charity in their old 
age: and 



WHEREAS, It is the prime object of 
the trade union movement to improve and 
elevate the standard of living of the work- 
ing class everywhere and in every possible 
way; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to use its best efforts to in- 
duce the Congress of the United States to 
pass a bill which will secure to every wage- 
worker in the United States who has 
earned no more than $1,000 average wages 
per year, a pension of not less than 1 12 
per month at the age of sixty, and there- 
after for the rest of his or her natural 
life; provided, however, that such wage- 
worker is a citizen of the United States 
and has lived in this country for at least 
twenty-one years continuously at the time 
when the application is made. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 132.— By Delegate A. Jo- 
hannsen, Chicago Federation of Labor. 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor Unions 
in the various cities and towns throughout 
the jurisdiction of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are conceded to be a most 
important factor in furthering the trade 
union movement and preserving its solidar- 
ity; and 

WHEREAS, The burden of the work 
necessary to maintain the effectiveness of 
our movement rests almost entirely upon 
the Central Labor Union in each locality; 
and 

WHEREAS, The progress and stability 
of the local and general movement are 
greatly handicapped through the indefinite 
continuance of the distressing jurisdiction 
disputes that exist between a number of 
the National and International Unions af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this convention that where the % line of 
demarcation in trade disputes is finely 
drawn and decided upon by a vote of the 
convention, such decisions of the conven- 
tion shall be executed by the Executive 
Council not later than six months after 
adjournment of the convention, unless a 
further delay is agreed upon by all parties 
concerned. 

Referred to the Committee on Griev- 
ances. 

.Resolution No. 133— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of the International Typo- 
graphical Union. 

WHEREAS, The present factory system 
is compelling an increased employment of 
women, who because they are women are 
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asked to work for wages sufficient to fur- 
nish only a degraded living; and, 

WHEREAS. The very conditions of 
woman's employment are commonly such 
as to destroy health of body, mind and 
character, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all 
working women the imperative necessity 
of organization among themselves for the 
protection of their husbands, fathers, 
brothers and children, as well as for tMeir 
own benefit; and furthermore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be requested to continually 
employ at least one woman who is capable 
of doing the work in the capacity of gen- 
eral organizer of the American Federation 
of Labor for the purpose of organizing 
the working women of the United States. 

Referred to the Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 134— By Delegate James 
H. Foley of the Metropolitan Association 
of Double-Drum Hoister Runners No. 
11,275. 

WHEREAS, The best interests of organ- 
ized labor can be served if unions act 
jointly and aid and assist each other 
morally, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby urge and 
request the International Union of Steam 
Engineers' Local Lnion No. 274 to extend 
such fraternal aid as it is capable of to the 
Metropolitan Association of Double-Drum 
Hoister Runners of New York City. 

Referred to the Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 135— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Section 2 Article XII., local 
central bodies, sets forth it shall be the 
duty of all National and International 
unions affiliated with the American Feder- 
ation of Labor to instruct their local 
unions to join chartered central labor 
bodies of the State Federations in their 
vicinity where such exist, and similar in- 
structions shall be given by the American 
Federation of Labor to all trade and fed- 
eral labor unions under its jurisdictions; 
and, 

WHEREAS, This law is not being car- 
ried out; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor insist upon all affiliated 
National and International unions to com- 
pel their local unions to join the central 



labor bodies and State Federations in the 
vicinity where they exist. 

Referred to the Committee on Presi- 
dent's Report. 

Resolution No. 136^-By Delegate Frank 
P. Boyd of McKeesport Council of Labor. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Musicians has no local organization in 
the city of McKeesport, Pa.; and 

WHEREAS, Many musicians residing in 
McKeesport desire to procure a charter 
for a local organization in the city of Mc- 
Keesport; therefore/ be it 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of the 
American Federation of Labor in conven- 
tion assembled that every effort be exerted 
to influence the American Federation of 
Musicians to remove at as early date as 
possible all obstacles in the way of per- 
mitting a charter being granted by the 
A. F. of M. for a local organization in 
the city of McKeesport, Pa. 

Referred to the Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 137 .—By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of International Typographical 
Union. 

WHEREAS, Experience has proven that 
the militia can be used by capitalists as 
an engine of destruction in the subjugation 
of the working people, workmen have thus 
been arrayed against wokmen, and ordered 
to shoot down their comrades; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-fifth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that we declare our intention, and 
hereby instruct all affiliated bodies, to hold 
absolutely aloof from all connection with 
the militia, until the military system in 
vogue in Switzerland, or a similar system, 
is adopted in the United States. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

•Resolution No. 138.— By Delegate C. J. 
Lund of the Central Labor Council of St 
Joseph, Mo. 

RESOLVED, It shall be the imperative 
duty of all national and international 
unions affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to insist that their local 
unions shall join chartered Central Labor 
Councils and State Federations in their 
vicinity where such exist. Similar instruc- 
tions shall be given by the American 
Federation of Labor to all trade and fed- 
eral labor unions under its jurisdiction. 

Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 
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Resolution No. 139.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of the International Typo- 
graphical Union. 

WHEREAS, The complexities of capi- 
talistic laws are such that it is impossible 
for any but an expert to understand them; 

WHEREAS, The necessities of individual 
working men and women and of organized 
labor compel them to enter the courts of 
law; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to submit a plan to the 
next convention of American Federation 
of Labor as to the advisability and possi- 
bility of the central bodies in cities and 
towns establishing legal bureaus for the 
purpose of furnishing legal advice, free of 
charge, pertaining to the subject of wages, 
labels, injuries to life and limb, etc., to 
all working men and working women in 
need of such advice. 

Referred to Committee on President's 
Report. 

Resolution No. 140.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The multiplicity of labels 
used on union goods leads to confusion 
and often even to antagonism among or- 
ganized workers where the label should be 
a means of strength and harmony; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge all unions 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor to co-operate for the adoption 
of a universal union label to be used on 
all products of union labor. 

(Adopted by the annual convention of 
the Wisconsin State Federation of Labor 
July 22, 1905.) 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 141.— By Delegate A. B. 
Grout, Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, 
Brass Molders, Brass & Silver Workers' 
Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The members of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass Molders, 
Brass & Silver Workers* Union of North 
America who were employed by the 
Wehrle Stove Company of Newark, O., 
were forced to cease work on June 2, 
1005, on account of the unjust and arbi- 
trary attitude assumed by the firm; and 

WHEREAS, The entire output of said 
shop is disposed of through the mail order 
house of Rears, Roebuck & Co. of Chi- 
cago, and all attempts of our international 
organization, Central Trades Council of 
Newark, 0.; the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, a State board of arbitration, a com- 
mittee of citizens and the Executive Coun- 



cil of the American Federation of Labor 
have attempted to adjust this trouble 
without success; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in its twenty-fifth an- 
nual convention assembled, endorse the 
action of the Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers, Brass Molders, Brass & Silver 
Workers' Union of North America in 
placing them on the "We don't patronize" 
list, and place the Wehrle Stove Com- 
pany of Newark, O., and Sears, Roebuck 
& Co. of Chicago, HI., on the unfair list 
of the American Federation of Labor and 
that the usual course in advertising the 
fact be followed. 

Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 142— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The trade autonomy in 
unionism is but the application to the 
labor movement of the outworn principle 
of individualism; and 

WHEREAS, The development of mod- 
ern machinery and of industrial processes 
on a large scale is in fact creating iden- 
tity of interests among many crafts hither- 
to only slightly related; and 

WHEREAS, Under our present form of 
trades organization every national trades 
union organization looks out with jealous 
care for its own organization, bitterly 
fighting every newcomer in the field: and 

WHEREAS, This contention over trades 
jurisdiction between national and inter- 
national unions is becoming more and more 
acute, and will if continued very soon dis- 
rupt the organizations of the wage-workers 
of America; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urgently recom- 
mend the application of the principle and 
industrial organization to those crafts 
which are bound with others by the use 
of the same machinery, by contact in the 
same productive process, or by working 
for a common employer or group of organ- 
ized employers; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor urge upon the various international 
craft organizations an immediate settle- 
ment of jurisdiction questions by mutual 
conferences, interchange of cards, etc., and 
the substitution of a modern alignment of 
the united working class against the grow- 
ing rapacity of manufacturers' and citi- 
zens' alliance organizations, instead of the 
disgraceful, petty and destructive quarrels 
between the union officials. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 
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Resolution No. 14&— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The sending of fraternal 
delegates to the trades union congresses 
of Great Britain and of Canada has re- 
sulted in moral and material gains to the 
labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, The capitalist class of Ger- 
many has become the foremost competitor 
of the capitalist class of America in al- 
most every industrial pursuit, making a 
closer contact of organized labor of Ger- 
many and of America very desirable; and 

WHEREAS, The German trades unions 
at their congresses expressed regret that 
no American delegates were present to 
more fully bring into accord the American 
and European workers in their common 
efforts for a broader civilization; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor be requested to elect one fraternal 
delegate to tne next German trades con- 
gress. 

Referred, to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 144— By Delegate A. B. 
Grout of Metal Polishers*, etc., Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, The rapidly increasing 
numbers of union labels have a tendency to 
confuse those who desire to assist organ- 
ized labor by demanding some label that 
guarantees the article purchased was made 
under fair conditions; 

WHEREAS, Our secretary reports that 
there are 56 union labels and ten cards 
that have been indorsed bv the American 
Federation of Labor. We know the cost 
of advertising so many labels, besides the 
confusion caused by them, which is some- 
thing we should all try to minimize; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we declare ourselves 
in favor of adopting a universal label and 
authorize the secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor to offer a prize of 
$1,000 to the party or parties who will 
present to the twenty-sixth annual conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
a complete plan of protecting the same 
and which meets with the approval of that 
convention. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 145— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The hvoocritical attempt of 
the Civic Federation plutocrats to convince 



organized laboring men that "the interests 
of capital and labor are identical" is being 
helped on bv certain labor leaders, and 
has succeeded in blinding the minds ot 
others: and 

WHEREAS, The interests of laborers 
and capitalists constitute the basis of a 
real class struggle, which needs no stirring 
up, but does need to be ended; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That we point with sorrow 
to the close intimacy and harmonious rela- 
tions established between Samuel Gompers 
and other labor leaders with the great cap- 
italists and plutocratic politicians; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That it is the sentiment of 
this convention that we consider the re- 
sults of this policy are not for labor's in- 
terests, as shown in the failure of the 
Belmont subway strike in New York and 
the futility of the eight-hour campaign m 
Congress. 

Referred to the Committee on Organiza- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 146— By Delegate R. S. 
Maloney of the Lawrence (Mass.) Central 
Labor Union. 

WHEREAS, The City of Lawrence, 
Mass., is destined to become the greatest 
textile center in the New World, and 

WHEREAS, We are confronted by the 
fact that there are twenty-six different 
nationalities, making the problem of organ- 
ization a very difficult one, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to use its best efforts to 
assist the textile workkers' unions in the 
effort to organize this great industrial 
center. 

Referred to the Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 147.— By Delegate Frank 
P. Shalvoy, United Hatters: 

WHEREAS, The question of equal taxa- 
tion and the municipal ownership of pub- 
lic utilities having become a factor polit- 
ically in some of our most thriving and in- 
dustrial centers it is fitting and proper 
for the representatives of organized labor 
under the banner of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to go on record and express 
in unmistakable words our attitude in the 
solving of these problems, which means so 
much for civilization if they are solved 
rightly; and, 

WHEREAS. That the present system of 
taxation now in vogue^ is but a copy of the 
laws governing taxation which nave ex- 
isted under every monarchial form of gov- 
ernment in ages* gone by and which were 
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instituted to favor the few, the many being 
subservient to every form of law made. 
After a fair trial under a free government 
we find the same identical conditions to 
prevail— extreme wealth on the one side 
and extreme poverty on the other. 

RESOLVED, That in our humble opin- 
ion such a system of taxation never should 
have been adopted for our beloved coun- 
try to go hand in hand with that immortal 
Declaration of Independence. 

We favor the gradual abolition of every 
form of tax upon the products of labor. 

We hold that land itself never had a 
value until the people created that value 
and that land is and should by right be 
held as sacred to the people as the air we 
breathe. 

We favor the enforcement of tax laws 
which shall eliminate entirely the products 
of labor and return to the people for the 
necessary expenses of our government that 
value that the whole people create. 

We hold that any other form of taxa- 
tion is barbarous and unjust and not in 
keeping with a free and enlightened peo- 
ple. The wealth created by a single indi- 
vidual by every law, human or divine, be- 
longs to him. The wealth created by the 
whole people by every law, human or di- 
vine, belongs to the whole people. 

Resolution No. 148 — By Delegates F. 
J. McNulty, William E. Kennedy and 
Stephen Fay, International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers: 

WHEREAS, It has been demonstrated 
that the union label is beneficial to the 
cause of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, At the recent convention 
of the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, held in the city of Louis- 
ville, Ky., it was deemed necessary to 
adopt a label for the protection of its 
members ; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention assembled, 
endorse said label, a fac-simile of which 
will be sent to the Executive Board as 
soon as possible. 

Referred to the Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 149— By Delegate Geo. 
F. Dunn. B. M. & I. S. B.: 

WHEREAS, The B. M. & O. S. B. has 
positive information that engineers in 
breweries, who are members of brewers' 
unions, are putting flues in boilers, which 
work belongs to our organization; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. con- 
vention, here assembled, have the brewery 
workers' union stop engineers from do- 



ing the work that belongs to our organ- 
ization. 

Referred to the Committee on Griev- 
ances. 

Resolution No. 150.— By Delegates James 
Duncan, Thomas J. Lyons and W. J. 
O'Brien of Granite Cutters' International 
Association: 

WHEREAS, The laborers and me- 
chanics employed on Government works 
since 1809 have since 1872 been actively en- 
gaged in an effort to secure pay for over- 
time made by them in the belief that these 
claims are perfectly just and well founded; 
it is therefore 

RESOLVED, That our Executive Coun- 
cil memoralize Congress that section two 
of the deficiency appropriation act, ap- 
proved May 18, 1872 (Seventeenth Statute* 
at Large, page 134), be revived and con- 
tinued m force and made applicable to all 
labor performed in ex ~p of eight hours 
per day by all laborers, workmen and me- 
chanics employed by or on behalf of the 
Government of the United States since the 
10th day of May. 1871, the date of the 
proclamation of the President concerning 
such pay: said claims to be adjudicated by 
the Court of Claims upon the basis pre- 
scribed in and by said section, and judg- 
ments to be rendered for extra pay in pro- 
portion to the increase of hours of labor 
wherever more than the legal day's work of 
eight hourswas performed; and 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, as a body, recommends 
to Congress the favorable consideration of 
these claims, and directs its officers or 
committees in charge of legislation to give 
their best efforts to the passage of legisla- 
tion having for its object the relief of these 
claims. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 151— By Delegates Homer 
D. Call and H. L. Eichelberger, of the 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen of N. A. A. F. of L. 

WHEREAS, There is a dual organization 
of butcher workmen located in the city of 
New York, known as the "Brotherhood of 
Butcher Workmen." composed of local 
unions which seceded from the Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutters and Butcher Work- 
men of N. A., American Federation of La- 
bor; and, 

WHEREAS, A number of local unions 
forming the said dual organization of 
butcher workmen have applied for admis- 
sion to, and been admitted in, the Central 
Federated Union of New York City, name- 
ly, first, Wool Workers; second, Sheep 

iutchero, in direct violation of article 4, 



* 
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section 5, constitution American Federa- 
tion of Labor, which reads as follows: 

"No organization or person that has se- 
ceded or has been suspended or expelled 
by the American Federation of Labor or 
by any national or international organiza- 
tion connected wit~ the Federation shall 
work, while under such penalty, be allowed 
representation or recognition in the Fed- 
eration or in any central body or national 
or international union connected with the 
American Federation of Labor, under tne 
penalty of the suspension of the body vio- 
lating this section; and, 

WHEREAS, The A. M. C. & B. W. of 
N. A., of the. A. F. of L., have appealed to 
the Central Federated Union of New York 
City to unseat said Wool Workers and 
Sheep Butchers' locals without success; 
therefore, be it, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in twenty-fifth annual con- 
vention assembled at Pittsburg, Pa., in- 
struct the Central Federated Union of 
New York City that they shall on or be- 
fore the 1st day of February, 1906, unseat 
the Wool Workers, Sheep Butchers and all 
other locals of butcher workmen who have 
seceded from the Amalgamated Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen of North 
America, American Federation of Labor; 
and be it further 



RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
Central Federated Union refusing or neg- 
lecting to carry out the mandate of this 
convention the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. shall revoke their charter in 
accordance with above and a central body 
formed in New York, composed of local 
and Federal Labor Union. A. F. of L.. 
and local unions connected with national 
and international unions affiliated with --he 
American Federation of Labor. 

Referred to the Committee on Griev- 



Resolution No. 152— By Delegates H. 
Bablitz and P. J. Donnelly, of the Coopers' 
International Union. 

WHEREAS, The driving, boring, bush- 
ing and flagging of packages in breweries 
in a great many cities is being done by 
members of the Brewery Workers' Union, 
and 

WHEREAS, The driving, boring, bush- 
ing and flagging of packages is part of 
the coopering trade, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of this 
convention that such work in the future 
shall be performed by members of the 
Coopers' International Union. 

Referred to the Committee on Grievances. 
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The Convention was called to order at 
9:30 A. M., Friday. November 17th f 
President Gompers in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Absentees— Rice, Kline, Cummins, Kem- 
per, Butler (J. T.), Grimes, Yarnell, 
Damm, Barnes (D. M.), Kennedy (W. 
E.) f Feeney, Healy (Timothy), Kelling- 
ton, Flannery, Bickert, Noren, Altman, 
Towey, Maher, Foster (W. H.), Farrell 
(T. S.), McSorley, Davio, Roach. Crea- 
mer, Warner, Ireland, Doyle (C.) f Con- 
nolly, Ross (David), Mitchell (Alex. R.). 
Spencer. Dix, Mahon, Hart, Freel, 
Williams. Dean, Hanraty. Faison. Hob- 
by, Skehan, Johannsen, Hopwood, 
Boettger, Fuller, Bower, Humphrey. 
Milburn, Love, Rosenberg. Creager. 
Comerford. Gebhart. Pierce (J. D.), 
Mitchell (Thomas), Alter, Foley (J. H./, 
Frazier (T. C). Baldwin, Sheffield, Jones 
(F. G.), Ritthamei, Ring, Van Dyke, 
O'Brien (J. J.). 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 

Samuel Gompers. President American 
Federation of Labor: 

The Commoner, Mr. Bryan's paper, 
joins in invitation for Federation to 
meet in Lincoln next year. A warm 
welcome and good entertainment as- 
sured. 

THE COMMONER, 
Charles W. Bryan, Publisher. 

Hon. Samuel Gompers. President Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: 

I cordially invite the American Feder- 
ation of Labor to hold its next Conven- 
tion in Lincoln, Nebraska. The State 
and city will extend a hearty greeting, 
and do all possible to make the meeting 
both pleasant and profitable. 

JOHN H. MICKEY, Governor. 

Samuel Gompers, President American 
Federation of Labor: 

The City of Lincoln cordially invites 
the American Federation of Labor to 
hold its next Convention here. With 
best railroad facilities and located In 
geographical center of country. Lincoln 



is in position to entertain Convention t£ 
flne manner. 

Your welcome will bf> cord«cl. and 
your stay pleasant. 

J. E. MILLER, 
President of Commercial Club. 

Samuel Gompers, President A. F. of L.: 

Lincoln, Nebraska, cordially invites 
Federation to hold next Convention 
here. Will entertain well and warmly. 
F. W. BROWN, Mayor. 

Delegate Leonard— I notice there has 
been distributed throughout the hall this 
morning a booklet containing informa- 
tion for steam fitters. To all who are 
concerned in the differences between our 
Association and the National Associa- 
tion, we ask that you peruse the book- 
let and regard it as authoritative. 

Delegate Wood— I should like to call 
attention to a report of the Convention 
of the Citizens Industrial Alliance now 
being held .in St. Louis. In this report 
is mentioned a labor organization that 
has gone over in a body to the Industrial 
Alliance. This refers to the National 
Association of Steam Engineers. Every- 
one who knows anything about that 
craft knows they are not union labor 
men; that they have no connection 
whatever with organised labor. 

On motion of Delegate Quick, the 
rules were suspended and the Conven- 
tion adjourned until 2 P. M. 

The following resolutions were pre- 
sented after the adjournment of the 
Convention on Thursday evening: 

Resolution No. 153— By Delegate John 
Golden, of the United Textile Workers: 

WHEREAS, It being a well known fact 
that many thousands of children of ten- 
der years are employed in the textile 
factories of the country, especially In 
the Southern States, many of them 
working sixty-two, and some as high as 
seventy-two hours per week; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED. That this Twenty-fifth 
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Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor pledges itself to 
use its best efforts to stamp out this 
curse of child-labor, which we believe 
is not only a cruel injustice to the child, 
but a bar to the future welfare and 
progress of our country; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED. That special efforts be 
made to induce Congress to P«» a J5JJ" 
form bill, regulating the hours of labor 
as applied to children. 

Referred to the Committee on Pres- 
ident's Report 

Resolution No. 164— By Delegate 
George C. Campbell, of the Tri-City La- 
bor Congress of Clinton and Lyons. la., 
and Fulton, HI.: 

WHEREAS, In spite of the apparent 
great prosperity of this country, the un- 
disputed fact remains that there is an 
ever increasing army ' of little children 
who are being forced by the iron law 
of competition into factories, mines and 
workshops of this country in order to 
provide the necessaries of life for them- 
selves and the families to which they be- 
long; and 

WHEREAS, Such child-labor is in 
many localities displacing adult labor to 
such an alarming extent that it is esti- 
mated by the United States Labor Bu- 
reau that there are more than two mil- 
lions of men, even in these prosperous 
times, continually idle; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we condemn the 
short-sighted policy of legislators in not 
enacting stringent laws ror the abolition 
of child slavery, and arter enactment 
enforcing the same, and we urge upon 
all affiliated organizations, women's 
auxiliaries, the Church and the press 
to co-operate with us in arousing public 
sentiment against the child-labor evil, 
and assist in the passage of stringent 
laws in each State that will be effective. 

Referred to the Committee on Pres- 
ident's Report 

Resolution No. 155— By Delegate 
George C. Campbell, of the Tri-City La- 
bor Congress of Clinton and Lyons, la., 
and Fulton, HI.: 

WHEREAS, The labor movement of 
this country is made up of National and 
International Unions, which realize the 
necessity of federation for mutual pro- 
tection and united action, and the same 
system is carried out locally in cities by 
Central Bodies of local unions, affiliated 
with such National and International 
Unions^ so that all the wage workers in 
such cities may take united action for 
the enforcement of reasonable demands 
for better local conditions and living 
wages; and 

WHEREAS. In some localities local 
unions of affiliated organizations do not 



have delegates in central bodies for va- 
rious reasons, one of which, apparently, 
is a misconception of the objects and 
mission of such central labor bodies; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By this Convention, that 
we earnestly request each affiliated or- 
ganization and labor press to publish in 
their journals an address showing the 
benefits of a central movement, ana 
urge upon their affiliated locals to have 
at least one delegate in attendance at 
all meetings of City Central Bodies, and 
if such bodies are not conducted on trade 
union principles to report the same to 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor for adjustment. 

Referred to the Committee on Pres- 
ident's Report. 

Resolution No, 166— By Delegate B. L. 
Jordan, of the International Steel and 
Copper Plate Printers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The firm of R. H. Macey 
& Co., of New York City, has persist- 
ently refused to accord to the Plate 
Printers of that city the terms and 
conditions conceded by all fair firms em- 
ploying members of the International 
Steel and Copper Plate Printers' Union; 
therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That the said firm of 
R. H. Macey & Co., of the above said 
city, be placed on the "We don't pat- 
ronize" list of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Referred to the Committee on Boy- 
cotts. 

Resolution No. 157— By Delegate 
George C. Campbell, of the Trl-C*ty La- 
bor Congress of Clinton and Lyons, la., 
and Fulton, HI.: 

WHEREAS, The medical fraternity of 
this country have entered Into a cam- 
paign against tuberculosis (consump- 
tion), and have declared that the health 
of tho nation depends on proper sani- 
tary conditions; pure air, good, whole- 
some food, in sufficient quantity; proper 
clothing, an eight-hour work day, and 
no child -labor, and have made a manly 
appeal to the organized workers for 
their moral support in bringing about 
these conditions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we gladly offer our 
aid and co-operation and earnestly 
hope that our affiliated central bodies 
will enter Into fraternal relations with 
organized Doctors of Medicine in their 
respective localities and work with them 
hand in hand for the prevention and 
cure of the white plague, abolition of 
the sweat shop, child-labor and the uni- 
versal eight-hour work day. 

Referred to the Committee on Tuber- 
culosis. 
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Resolution No. 158— By Delegates O. 
H. Hill, of the Bridgemen, and S. J. 
Fay, of the Electrical Workers: 

• WHEREAS, The Machinery Movers' 
•local, 714^ affiliated with the Teamsters' 
International Union, are Infringing upon 
the jurisdiction of the Building Trades 
in Chicago; and 

WHEREAS, Every possible means 
have been resorted to to bring about 
harmony, but without result; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Twenty -fifth Annual 
Convention assembled, order said Team- 
sters' International Union to order 
Local 714. of Chicago, to refrain from 
doing work belonging to the Building 
Trades. 

Referred to the Committee on Griev- 
ances. 

Resolution No. 159— By Delegate 
George C. Campbell, of the Tri-City La- 
bor Congress of Clinton and Lyons, la., 
and Fulton, 111.: 

RESOLVED, That in the Interest of 
solidarity of the wage workers of the 
world, the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Lab6r be in- 
structed to correspond with the various 
affiliated national and international 
unions of this country, and of Europe, 
as to the advisability of an interchange 
of working cards, a trades unionist in 
any country to be exempt from payment 
of initiation fee, provided he or she has 
been for three years prior a member 
In continuous good standing in his or 
her local union; that said Executive 
Council report its recommendations to 
the next Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Referred to the Commtfltee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 160— By Delegate John 
M. Stoughton. of the Paper and Pulp 
Makers' International Union: 

WHEREAS. The Paper and Pulp 
Makers' International Union was sued 
some six months ago by a Mr. Sweeney, 



a former member of this organization, 
who continued to work In a strike shoo! 
and was therefore suspended under the 
constitution; and 

WHEREAS. This Mr. Sweeney has in- 
™™ e< i two '•Wrate »uits, one for 
$10,000 damages against tno International 
Union, and one for 110,000 damages 
against the local union at Berlin New 
Hampshire; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor extend and grant to 
the aforesaid International Union its 
advice, and employ counsel to defend 
these two suits. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 1«1— By the Delegation 
of the Amalgamated Wood Workers: 

WHEREAS, At a session of the Gen- 
eral Council of the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers' International Union of Amert- 
?*t held in Chl caeo on November 7. 
1905, protests against the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor for failing to carry out the In- 
structions of the San Francisco Conven- 
tion relative to the revocation of the 
charter of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America were 
received from numerous Wood Workers? 
local unions; and 

WHEREAS, The said General Council 
gave the Wood Workers' delegates to 
this Convention specific instructions to 
ask from it a compliance with the In- 
structions of the San Francisco Conven- 
tion ; and 

WHEREAS, Every decision rendered 
in connection with the controversy be- 
tween the two organizations given by 
the Conventions and the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor, as well as the decision of an arbi- 
trator, favored the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers; and 

WHEREAS. The United Brotherhood 
of Unpen tors has studiously avoided 
complying with the aforementioned de- 
cisions; therefore 

.RESOLVED. That the charter of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America be suspended until 
it complies with the Downey award. 

Referred to Committee on Grievance. 
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FIFTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order 
Friday, November 17th, Vice President 
Duncan in In the chair. 

Absentees— Rice, Damm, Feeney, Winn, 
Wood (J. W.), Towey, Foster (W. H.). 
Roach, Doyle (CO* Call, Ross, Mitchell 
(A. R.), Carey (D. A.), Dix, Mahon, 
Thompson (S. J.), Hibbert, Alexander, 
Falcon, Skehan, Johannsen, Thomas (H. 
D.), Hopwood, Roemer, Boettger, 
Bower, Bainbrldge, Smith (H. S.), Hum- 
phrey, MUburn, Creager, Oomerford, 
Oebhart Mitchell <Thos.), Alter, Bald- 
win, Sheffield, Ritthamel, Ring, Van 
Dyke. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
communications: 

Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: 
The corporation of the City of Toronto 
cordially indorses the invitation to the 
American Federation of Labor to hold 
Its next session here. 

MAYOR OP TORONTO. 

Frank Morrison, Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 
Heartily indorse effort to securo your 
next meeting for Niagara Falls, and 
promise the hearty co-operation of all 
our citizens. Hope you will come. 

O. W. CUTLER, Mayor. 

Frank Morrison. Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 
Niagara Falls reiterates invitation to 
Federation to hold next meeting here. 
Ample accommodations and assurance of 
big meeting. We want you. 

BUREAU OF PUBLICITY, 
E. F. OLM8TEAD, Director. 

Samuel (rompers. President of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: 
National Orange, in Thirty-ninth An- 
nual Convention, sends fraternal greet- 
ings, and sends copy of Master's address 
by mall, which gives our position on 
public questions. 

C. M, FREEMAN, Secretary. 

Treasurer Lennon — In Pittsburg most 
of the dally papers are set up and have 
work done on them by non-unionists. 
This la something we discover scarcely 
anywhere on this North American con- 



tinent. I an not, of course, familiar 
with the causes that have brought this 
about; neither am I familiar with what 
has been done by the International Ty- 
pographical Union, but I think it would 
not be out of place for this Convention 
to appoint a committee to wait upon 
these newspaper proprietors and have a 
conference with them. 

I move that the President be author- 
ised to appoint a committee of five for 
the purpose of conferring: with the news- 
paper publishers of Pittsburg. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Bhanessy, for the Committee 
on Credentials, read the following com- 
munication: 

This is to certify that E. A. Calvin. 
President of the Farmers' Educational 
and Co-Operative Union of America, 
was elected on August 11, 1JM)6, as a 
fraternal delegate to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention to be held 
at Pittsburg, Pa., beginning November 
13, 1905. 

B. F. CHAPMAN, 
Secretary. 

Delegate Bhanessy — Your committee 
recommends that Mr. Calvin be seated, 
without a vote. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Delegate Shanessy, for the commit- 
tee, read the following: 

This is to certify that one of the reg- 
ular delegates of the Journeymen Tail- 
ors' Union of America to this Conven- 
tion, Mr. D. G. Biggs, is unable to serve, 
and a regularly elected alternate, Mr. 
Edward McKeever, is hereby authorized 
to act in his place. 
JOURNEYMEN TAILORS' UNION OF 

AMERICA. 

By John B. Lennon, Secretary. 

The committee recommended that the 
delegate be seated. 
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On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 
President Gompers in the chair, 
Delegate Herman Robinson, for the 
Committee on Labels, reported as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 10— By Delegate A. Mc- 
Andremrs and John J. Tierney, of the 
Tobacco Workers* International Union: 

WHEREAS, The blue label of the To- 
bacco Workers' International Union rep- 
resents tobacco made under fair union 
conditions by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers' 
label is the only proof of the same, as 
it distinguishes union from non-union 
and trust- made tobacco; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, In Convention assem- 
bled in Pittsburg, Pa., re-endorse the 
blue label of the Tobacco Workers' In- 
ternational Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be and is hereby re- 
vested to demand the blue label upon 
all tobacco and cigarettes he may pur- 
chase, thereby showing his loyalty to 
the cause of unionism in a substantial 
manner. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred In, 

On motion, tine report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Vice President Hayes in the chair. 

Resolution No. 42— By Delegate Her- 
bert S. Whiteman, of the Central Labor 
Council, Jamestown (N. T.): 

WHEREAS, The Union label of organ- 
ised labor makes known, In industrial 
life, those rules which all good citizens 
perform in individual life, cleanliness, 
morality, honesty, respect towards 
women, and protection for the young: 
and 

WHEREAS, It is a guarantee that the 
conditions under which an article is 
made are fair and reasonable; that child 
labor, the menace as well as a disgrace 
of modern civilization; that sweat shop, 
convict and other inferior labor do not 
and cannot enter into the production of 
goods carrying the union label; and 

WHEREAS. It Is a life factor in the 
industrial development of the United 
States, through its peaceful and sacred 
mission, which has brought into exist- 
ence practical co-operation between em- 
ployer and employe by means of trade 
agreements; and 

WHEREAS. The union label Insures a 
recognition of rights; Its future stands 
for all that is noble, and Is working to- 
wards a plan of perfection; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That in the twenty-fifth 
annual Convention assembled at Pitts- 



burg, Pa., the American Federation of 
Labor call upon all friends of this hu- 
mane movement, when purchasing arti- 
cles for the household on personal use, 
to demand the union label, the emblem 
of Justice, on all such articles; and be it 
further • 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor be here- 
by instructed to send a copy of these 
preambles and resolutions to any organ- 
ization or society assembled in conven- 
tion, or otherwise, that is Interested in 
the welfare of humanity and prosperity 
of our country; and that copies of the 
same be sent to the labor press of 
America. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 70 — By Delegate M. 
Zuckerman, of the U. C. H. & C. M. of 
N. A.: 

WHEREAS, It is a fact that in the 
cloth hat and cap trade there are being 
circulated a number of bogus labels, to 
the detriment of the United Cloth Hat 
and Cap Makers of North America, 
which organization is affiliated with the 
A. F. of L, and has a bona five label 
that has been endorsed by the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the A. F. of L., in 
Convention assembled, again endorses 
the label of the U. C H. and C. M. of 
N. A., and urges all affiliated and all 
unaffiliated unions t<o insist upon the 
label being on all cloth hats and caps, 
and especially upon uniform caps, that 
they may have occasion to use. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 71— By the Cigarmak- 
ers' delegation: 

WHEREAS, That there are still on 
sale In various places quantities of ci- 
gars which are the product of non- 
union, tenement house, prison-made and 
sweat-shop factories; be it 

RESOLVED. That this Twenty-fifth 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor re-endorse the blue label or 
the Clgarmakers* International Union, 
which, when placed on the box, is the 
only evidence that they are union made; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the trade unionists 
and friends of labor in this locality be 
requested to further the sale of union 
made cigars. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 
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Resolution No. 92. — By rfmil Sehaerer, A. 
A. Myrup, Rudolph Schirra, of Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers' International Union 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The twelfth Convention of 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers' Interna- 
tional Union, held in New York on October 
15, 1905, adopted one label only for bread, 
crackers and candy; and 

WHEREAS, The adoption of this label 
has caused a change in the makeup of the 
label, by the insertion of the label of the 
Typographical Union on the face of the 
former label, thereby causing a re- registra- 
tion; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. indorse and recog- 
nize this label as the only label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers' International 
Union of America. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution r*o. 62— By Delegate Mrs. 
Mae Keough, of Shirt, Waist and laun- 
dry Workers* International Union: 

WHEREAS, The label of the Shirt. 
Waist and Laundry Workers is, and has 
been, duly recognized as the only label 
to be recognized on all shirts, collars 
and cuffs, by the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore, " be it 

RESOLVED. That we do now reaf- 
firm our recognition of said label, and 
do recommend that all members of or- 
ganized labor request said label when 
purchasing shirts, collars and cuffs, and 
also to see that it is stamped on laun- 
dry lists. 

The committee reported that the in- 
troducer of the motion desired to with- 
draw it, and recommended that the re- 
quest be granted. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Delegate Robinson— We have here 
three resolutions, practically embodying 
one idea. With the consent of the Con- 
vention we will read the three resolu- 
tions and make our recommendations on 
all of them. They are Resolution No. 
116, by Delegates John Mitchell and W. 
E. Wilson, of the United Mine Work- 
ers of America; Resolution No. 140, by 
Delegate Victor L. Berger, of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union, and 
Resolution No. 144. by Delegate A. D. 
Grout, of the Metal Polishers* Union. 

These resolutions are all on the sub- 
ject of a universal label. The commit- 



tee recommends non -concurrence in the 
three resolutions, for the reason that 
until the demand for the union label 
has become more general it is useless 
to expect results from such a label. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates W. B. Wilson, Jere L. Sullivan 
and Walter MacArthur. 

Delegate Mlax Miorris moved as an 
amendment to the report of the commit- 
tee that the entire matter be referred 
to the Executive Council for investiga- 
tion, and that a report be made upon it 
at the next Convention. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Resolution No. 148 — By Delegates F. 
J. McNulty, William E. Kennedy and 
Stephen J. Fay, International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers: 

WHEREAS, It has been demonstrated 
that the union label is beneficial to the 
cause of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, At the recent convention 
of the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, held in the City of Lou- 
isville, Ky., it was deemed necessary to 
adopt a label for the protection of its 
members; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention assem- 
bled, endorse said label, a facsimile of 
which will be sent to the Executive 
Board as soon as possible. 

There being no facsimile or copy of 
label, the committee recommends that 
the Executive Council act upon the 
same when copy of label is submitted to 
them. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Your committee concurs in that part 
of the report of the President relating to 
"Union Label and Bulletin," and rec- 
ommends that a sufficient quantity of 
label bulletins be printed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WALTER MACARTHUR, 

Chairman. 
MAX S. HATES, 
J. M. BARNES, 
MAX ZUCKERMAN, 
EMMET T. WALLS, 
WILLIAM STESHLE, 
RUDOLPH SCHIRRA, 
HENRY BABLITZ, 
HERMAN ROBINSON. 

Secretary. 
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On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted as a whole. 

Secretary Morrison read a communi- 
cation from the Trades and Labor As- 
sembly of Colorado, urging the Amer- 
ican Federation of JjsLbor to hold its 
next Convention in that city. The com- 
munication was signed by C. J. Moor- 
house. President, and S. V. Fosdlck. 
Secretary. 

Secretary Morrison read the following: 
telegram: 

Samuel Gompers, President American 

Federation of Labor: 

J. P. McDonnell seriously 111, but de- 
sires me to forward his good wishes for 
the success of the Convention. 

mrs. j. p. McDonnell. 

Delegate Thomas Harrison, for tho 
Committee on Organization, reported as 
follows: 

To the Twenty-fifth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor: 
Gentlemen— We, your Committee on 
Organisation, beg to submit the follow- 
ing report: 

You will observe that many of the res- 
olutions submitted to your committee 
are requests for the appointment of spe- 
cial salaried organizers. We find, upon 
Investigation, that the funds of the 
American Federation of Labor are en- 
tirely inadequate to meet the demands 
that have been made by the various 
organizations, and we have, therefore, 
in nearly every instance, recommended 
that such resolutions be referred to the 
Executive Council. 

Resolution No. lft-By Delegate Nicho- 
las Burke, of the Scranton (Pa.) Central 
Labor Union: 

WHEREAS. An effort has been made 
from time to time to thoroughlv organ- 
ize the metal trades in the States of 
New York and Pennsylvania; and 

WHEREAS, It is essentially necessar> 
that a more earnest effort be mad 
along that line; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Central Laboi 
Union of Scranton, Pa., requests the Ex 
ecutive Council of the A. F. of L. U 
send a special organizer from the ma- 
chinist trade into the above field to or 
ganize more fully the metal trades. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 



Resolution No. 17— By Delegate Her 
bert 8. Whlteman, of the Central La* 
bor Council, Jamestown (N. Y.>: 

WHEREAS, The women wage worker, 
of America have become a factor in th 
industrial field, whose economic power* 
are keenly felt by the men wag 
workers in many trades and Industries 
and 

WHEREAS. In this age of Industrie* 
development the women of our land ar% 
compelled to work as bread winners Ix 
competition with men wage workers 
therefore, be It 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed 
era U on of Labor, in its twenty-nfrh an- 
nual Convention, urge upon the women 
wage workers of America the necessity 
of taking advantage of the opportuni- 
ties offered by organized labor to procure 
Improvements in working conditions 
shorter hours of labor and a fair com- 
pensation for their labor; and be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the delegates here 
assembled be earnestly requested to 
make special efforts to organize the 
women wage workers in their respective 
localities. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 20 — By Delegates B. T. Beh- 
rens of the Missouri Stat© Federation of 
Labor, and John T. Smith of the Kansas 
City Industrial Council. 

RESOLVED, That the twenty.fifth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor take up the work of organizing the 
farm laborers In the State of Missouri. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 27 — By Delegates B. T. Beh* 
rens of the Missouri State Federation of 
Labor, and John T. Smith of the Kansas City 
Industrial Council. 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor instruct its Executive Council to place 
a paid organizer in the State of Missouri for 
the ensuing year. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council, with the suggestion that espe- 
cial attention be given Missouri. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 
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Resolution No. 38— By Delegate 8. J. 
Thompson of the L B. of T.: 

WHEREAS, Throughout the Southwestern 
country, and especially in the State of Texas, 
the farmers have united beneath the banner 
of the Farmers' Educational and Co-operative 
Union of America for the purpose of resist- 
ing the encroachments of unscrupulous trusts 
and corporations that seek to regulate the 
price of their products to the detriment of 
the farmers; and, 

WHEREAS, At their convention at Waco, 
Tex., August 8-12. the trade labels of the 
organisations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor were unanimously en- 
dorsed and members pledged to purchase such 
articles only as bear the stamp of union labor 
and patronize only merchants who have 
shown their disposition to "be fair to organ- 
ised labor; and, 

WHEREAS, The trade unions of Texas 
have felt the benefit of such organisations as 
they have determined to uphold the princi- 
ples of unionism; therefore, be it 

RE80LVED, That this convention of the 
American Federation of Labor extend to the 
Farmers' Educational and Co-operative Union 
of Texas a hearty greeting and endorse the 
proposition of a well-organised farmers' 
union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That members of organized 
labor throughout the country be requested to 
patronize the label of the Farmers' 
Union, and an earnest effort put forth 
by the A. F. of L. to educate the farmers of 
the country to patronize the trade labels as 
Issued by organizations affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 84. — By Delegate Philip 
J. Byrne, of the Maine State Branch : 

WHEREAS, The State of Maine has work- 
ers in many towns that are in need of or- 
ganisation and the Unions already organized 
need someone to arouse them to more active 
-interest in their work; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. assign 
a paid organizer to work for the next year 
in the State of Maine. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
■Council. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 40— By Delegate Ernest 
Heasley, of the Newsboys' Protective 
Union:' 

WHEREAS, West Virginia is now one 
-of the greatest fields for union labor; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That a special organ- 
iser be appointed for that State. 

The committee recommended that the 



resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 60— By Delegate Henry 
H. Boettger, of Davenport (la.) Trades 
and Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, It has become an as- 
sured fact that the welfare of one is the 
concern of all, and this should be pai« 
ticularly applied to unions and union 
men; and 

WHEREAS, There are some weak or- 
ganizations in the City of Davenport 
that are in dire need of moral support 
and encouragement, chiefly the demand 
of the union labels of the various crafts, 
which would greatly help to strengthen 
same; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor recommend the sending of an or- 
ganizer to our locality, who will devote 
as much time as possible to bring about 
the required harmony and enthusiasm. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 54— By Delegate George 
Goss, of Central Labor Union of New 
London (Conn.): 

WHEREAS, Tho labor condition ot 
New London (Conn.) has been on 
the down grade for the last two years, 
on account of not having suitable or- 
ganizers; and the necessity of having a 
-suitable organizer under salary is ap- 
parent; be it, therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we respectfully 
ask the delegates in Convention assem- 
bled to instruct the Eixecutive Council 
to appoint a resident, State or other or- 

Snlzer under salary, to work In the 
ty of New London for a period of one 
or two months, or such time as the Con- 
vention sees fit to recommend. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 



Resolution No. 55— By Delegate George 
Goss, of Central Labor Union of New 
London (Conn.) : 

WHEREAS, The labor movement in 
New London (Conn.) has undoubtedly 
been weakened by having two organ- 
izers in the past, one of whom refused 
to do any work, and the other being a 
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suspended member of Musicians' Union 
No. 285, and thus virtually being with- 
out an organizer; and 

WHEREAS, Notwithstanding an ap- 
peal by the Central Labor Union that a 
person recommended by them be ap- 
pointed, they being fully conversant 
with the conditions that exist, even 
after a letter having been received from 
President Gompers that the person 
named by them would receive creden- 
tials, no such credentials have been re- 
ceived by said person; be it. therefore, 

RESOLVED, That we respectfully ask 
the delegates in Convention assembled 
to instruct the Executive Council to 
authorize the Secretary to send no- 
tice to Central Labor Unions affil- 
iated with the A. F. of L. to recom- 
mend suitable person or persons In 
their locality as such organizer or or- 
ganizers if they have a choice in regard 
fo same, and that their wishes be com- 
plied with. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Thfc committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 30 be referred to the 
Committee on Labels. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 81— By Delegate James 
J. O'Brien, of the Rock Drillers and 
Tool Sharpeners' Union of New York: 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is hereby requested to 
instruct its organizers to make special 
efforts to organize the rock drillers and 
tool sharpeners throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 85. — By Delegate J. O. 
Walsh, San Francisco Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The workers In the sugar- 
making industry of the country, particularly 
In the East, suffer because of unjust condi- 
tions of employment, due mainly to lack of 
organization; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, that the Executive Council is here- 
by directed to instruct the organizers to do 
everything in their power to organize the 
sugarworkers in the respective localities. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit* 
tee was adopted. 



Resolution No. 89. — By Delegate Albert 
E. Hill, Nashville Trades and labor Oounc*i. 

WHEREAS, A number of crafts in Ten- 
nessee are unorganized; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Pittsburg Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L., that the incoming 
Executive Council be requested to place an 
Organizer in Tennessee for a period of six 
months during the year 1906. 

The committee recommended that the* 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 104— By Delegate Tito 
Pacelii, of the Rockmen's Protective 
Union No. 10621: 

WHEREAS, The Pavers and Ram- 
mersmen of the City of New York are 
closely connected with the Excavators 
In all kinds of paving work because 
they ram and pave on the fillings made 
by the Excavators; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That these organizations 
be requested by this Convention to ren- 
der every assistance in their power to 
the Excavators. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 110— By Delegate D. F. 
Manning, of the Retail Clerks' Interna- 
tional Protective Association: 

WHEREAS, The Retail Clerks' Inter- 
national Protective Association, In Its 
recently enacted laws, provides for a 
system of jurisdiction membership* 
whereby any person, regardless of sex, 
engaged in any branch or the retail 
trade, mall order house or window 
dressing can secure affiliation with our 
Association; and 

WHEREAS, This new constitution 
likewise provides for a system of sick 
and funeral benefits which tends to in- 
terest and hold such members in affilia- 
tion, said advantages and benefits not 
being given by any other organisation 
with which they may be connected; and 

WHEREAS, The associating of retail 
clerks, mall order clerks or window 
dressers with an organization of kindred 
occupation or calling gives better and 
more lasting results than by any other 
method, and at the same time gives to 
the Retail Clerks' International Protec- 
tive Association the full right to affil- 
iate and to protect the members of their 
craft; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, That in order to give to 
the retail clerks the very best advan- 
tages and results of organization, and 
to protect the R. C. I. P. A. from hav- 
ing merchants or employers of labor to 
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this branch of industry becoming affil- 
iated with the labor movement, the 
Federal Labor Unions and Local Trade 
Unions affiliated to the a. F. of L shall 
be notified by tho proper officers not to 
accept to membership retail clerks, 
mall order clerks or window dress- 
ers, but to endeavor to secure 
their affiliation with the R. C. I. 
P. A. direct, either through the medium 
of its locals or its International head- 
quarters, as provided for in the laws of 
this organization. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

Moved and seconded that the report of 
the committee be adopted. 

The resolution was discussed by Del- 
egates Manning, Jerre L. Sullivan, T. J. 
Sullivan, Max Morris, Klapetsky and 
Morton. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was voted on and lost. 

It was moved by Delegate Manning 
that the resolution be adopted. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

Resolution No. 117— By Delegate Jo- 
seph W, Norton, of the Stationary Fire- 
men: 

WHEREAS, The farmers in various 
parts of the country have expressed a 
desire to have a closer affiliation with 
organized labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the twenty-fifth an- 
nual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor instruct the Executive 
Council to investigate, with a view of 
co-operating with tho farmers upon 
offensive and defensive lines. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 122.— By Delegate Mary 
B. McDowell, Woman's Trade Union 
League. 

WHEREAS, The standard of wages 
hours and general conditions of the workers 
of America is threatened by no greater 
danger than that of the competition of 
non-union working women and tfirls; and 

WHEREAS. It has been fully demon- 
strated beyond a doubt that women, when 
educated m the movement, make strong, 
intelligent, active and loyal trade union- 
ists; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention rec- 
ommend the appointment at the earliest 
feasible moment of a national woman or- 
ganizer from the ranks of union labor. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 



On motion, the report of the commit^ 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 125— By Delegate Ed. 
Flynn, of the Alabama Federation of La- 
bor. 

WHEREAS, There are thousands of 
wage earners m the Southern States in an 
unorganized condition; and, 

WHEREAS, The rapid industrial devel- 
opment of the Southern States, and espe- 
cially Alabama and Tennessee, is giving 
employment to thousands of additional 
wage earners, who should be organized and 
become a part of the labor movement. 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth an- 
nual convention of the A. F. of L. directs 
the Executive Council to appoint and as- 
sign a regular organizer to organize the 
wage earners of Alabama and Tennessee. 

RESOLVED, That such organizer be se- 
lected from one of the above named States. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in, with the fol- 
lowing amendment: That the words 
"and adjacent States" be added to the 
third paragraph. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 128.— By Delegate Mrs. 
Charles Hank, Women's International 
Union Label League: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor has in 
the past given valuable assistance to the 
Woman's International Union Label 
League by instructing the organizers, of 
this Federation to form local leagues where- 
ever possible, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Federation accept 
the wishes of the Woman's International 
Union Label League, which desires to ex- 
tend its sincere thanks for the good work 
performed by the Executive Council and 
the organizers of this Federation and hopes 
that they will continue the good work 
in the future. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred In. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 129.— By Delegate Mrs. 
Charles Hank, Woman's International 
Union Label League: 

WHEREAS, There are many woman's 
auxiliary organizations organized by the 
organizations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor and while we believe 
that the labor movement would much bet- 
ter be served if all such woman's auxiliary 
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organizations were united in one grand 
organization and 

WHEREAS, The Woman's International 
Union Label League has been a powerful 
factor in the work of creating a demand 
for union-made products and in many in- 
stances has succeeded in forcing the clerks 
and teamsters into their respective organi- 
sations by refusing to deal with them un- 
less they carried a union card, therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-fifth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor that we request the Executive Coun- 
cil to use their good offices to the end that 
the various auxiliary organizations referred 
to may be induced to seek charters from 
the Woman's International Union Label 
Leaeue, thereby forming one of the most 

SNverful and entirely effective combina- 
ons under the broad banner of the Wom- 
an's International Union Label League. 

The committee recommended that 
words following "to" In the fourth line 
be stricken out, and the following words 
be substituted In place thereof: "Bring 
about a federation of the various wo- 
man's auxiliary organizations." With 
this change the committee concurred In 
the resolution. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 133— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of the International Typo- 
graphical Union. 

WHEREAS, The present factory system 
is compelling an increased employment of 
women, who because they are women are 
asked to work for wages sufficient to fur- 
nish only a degraded living; and, 

WHEREAS, The very conditions of 
woman's employment are commonly such 
as to destroy health of body, mind and 
character, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon all 
working women the imperative necessity 
of organization among themselves for the 
protection of their husbands, fathers, 
brothers and children, as well as for their 
own benefit; and furthermore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be requested to continually 
employ at least one woman who is capable 
of doing the work in the capacity of gen- 
eral organizer of the American Federation 
of Labor for the purpose of organizing 
the working women of the United States. 

The committee reported that the sub- 
ject matter of the resolution was cov- 
sred by Resolution No. 122. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 



Resolution No. 134~By Delegate James 
H. Foley of the Metropolitan Association 
of Double-Drum Hoister Rnnners No. 
11,275. 

WHEREAS, The best interests of organ- 
ized labor cam be served if onions act 
jointly and aid and assist each other 
morally, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth 
annual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby urge and 
request the International Union of Steam 
Engineers' Local Union No. 184 to extend 
such fraternal aid as it is capable of to the 
Metropolitan Association of Double-Drum 
Hoister Runners of New York City. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council, with instructions to endeavor to 
bring about an amalgamation of the or- 
ganizations referred to. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred ta- 

Delegate Foley, the introducer of the 
resolution, explained that amalgamation 
with the National Union of Steam Engi- 
neers was not desired, but that they 
wished the help of the engineers' Lo- 
cal, 184, in New York. He explained 
that the members of this organisation 
were not licensed, and could not belong 
to the engineers' organisation. 

On motion of Delegate Foley, the res- 
olution was referred back to the com- 
mittee. 

Resolution No. 13ft— By Delegate Frank 
P. Boyd of McKeesport Council of Labor. 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Musicians has no local organization in 
the city of McKeesport, Pa.; and 

WHEREAS, Many musicians residing in 
McKeesport desire to procure a charter 
for a local organization in the city of Mc- 
Keesport; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of the 
American Federation of Labor in conven- 
tion assembled that every effort be exerted 
to influence the American Federation of 
Musicians to remove at as early date as 
possible all obstacles in the way of per- 
mitting a charter being granted by the 
A. F. of M. for a local organization in 
the city of McKeesport, Pa. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the American 
Federation of Musicians. 

Moved and seconded that the report 
of the committee be concurred to. 
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The resolution wai discussed by Del- 
egates Boyd. Bwarts, Carey. Miller and 
Kennedy. 

On motion of Treasurer Leimon, the 
resolution and the recommendation of 
the committee were laid upon the table. 

Resolution No. 146— By Delegate R. S. 
Maloney of the Lawrence (Mass.) Central 
Labor Union. 

WHEREAS, The City of Lawrence, 
Mass., is destined to become the greatest 
textile center in the New World, and 

WHEREAS, We are confronted by the 
fact that there are twenty-six different 
nationalities, making the problem of organ- 
isation a very difficult one, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to use its best efforts to 
assist the textile workkers' unions in the 
effort to organize this great industrial 
center. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

President Gompers appointed the fol- 
lowing special committee to confer with 
the publishers of the Pittsburg newspa- 
pers: John B. Lennon, B. J. Keefe, C. C. 
Douglas. Frank K. Foster and Frank 
Manning. 

Delegate Owen Miller, for the Commit- 
tee on Boycotts, reported as follows: 

Your committee has met and consid- 
ered some of the resolutions referred to 
It We And that Resolution No. 23, 
which was referred to our committee, 
asked for the indorsement of a union 
label. This resolution should be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Labels. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee also wishes to refer 
Resolution No. 66 to tho Committee on 
Building Trades. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Delegate L. W. Quick, for the Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies, 
reported as follows: 

We, your Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies, beg leave to submit 
the following report: 

That part of the report of the Execu- 
tive Council referred to this committee, 
entitled "Central and Local Union 



Laws/' Is concurred in by the commit- 
tee. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 101 be non-concurred to, 
as it Is already covered by the Consti- 
tution. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 81. — By Delegates Joseph 
N. Weber, Owen Miller, D. A. Oarey, and 
Eugene' A. Johnson, of the A. F. of M. 

Amendment to Section 11, Article 9, Con- 
stitution, by adding to tne end of the Sec- 
tion the following words: 

"And it is farther provided that thould 
any of the members of such National, In- 
ternational, Trade or Federal Labor Union 
work at any other vocation, trade or pro- 
fession, they shall Join the Union of such 
vocation, trade or profession, provided such 
are organized and affiliated with the A. F. 
of L., and should such members fail or 
refuse to join such Unions, it shall be the 
duty of the organization of which they are 
members to erase them from membership." 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in, with the fol- 
lowing amendment: That all after "A 
F. of W on line 8 be omitted. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Jere L. Sullivan— If this mo- 
tion is passed will It make It manda- 
tory upon the Committee on Laws to 
make this a part of the Constitution? 

President Gompers— If it is adopted it 
will be mandatory upon the Committee 
to incorporate it in the laws- 
Delegate Wilson— I move that the en- 
tire subject matter be referred to the 
Committee on Laws. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

Resolution No. 62— By Delegate George 
Goss, of Central Labor Union of New 
London (Conn.): 

WHEREAS, The Local Union of 
Molders No. 156, of New London, Conn., 
was affiliated with the Central Labor 
Union in its district from February li,, 
1902. to April 1, 1906. withdrawing their 
delegates then; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Convention that the International 
Union of Molders be instructed to no- 
tify Local No. 156 to affiliate with the 
Central Body of their district. 

Thfi committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in, as it 
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was already covered by the Constitu- 
tion. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 53— By Delegate George 
Goss of New London (Conn.) Central 
Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The Local Union of Car- 
penters, No. 1411, organized about May 
1. 1905, has not affiliated with the Cen- 
tral Labor Union in its district; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED. That It is the sense of 
this Convention that the United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners be in- 
structed to notify Local No. 1411 to af- 
filiate with the Central Body of their 
district. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in, as it 
was already covered by the Constitution. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

In connection with Resolutions Nos. 
101, 52 and 53, your committee woulu 
recommend that the various bodies in- 
terested take the matters in question 
up with the Executive council for tho 
purpose of securing the endorsement of 
the provisions of the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. L. LEWIS, Chairman, 

L. W. QUICK, Secretary, 

O. F. HILL, 

N. C. SPRAGUE, 

WM. B. FITZGERALD. 

A. GARRIEPY, 

H. D. THOMAS, 

A. JOHANNSEN. 

Committee. 
On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted as a whole. 



President Gompers— The Chair desires 
to announce the appointment of the fol- 
lowing special committee to confer with 
the Harbison -Walker Refractories Com- 
pany: John Zaring, George Been told, 
Robert Norren, H. A. Sternberg and 
Frank A. Shalvoy. 

Delegate A. B. Loebenberg asked per- 
mission to withdraw from the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions. His request was 
granted, and President Gompers ap- 
pointed in his place Delegate P. J. Dow- 
ney. 

President Gompers — A friend to the 
cause of labor, a minister of the Gospel, 
who has manifested his sympathies on 
every occasion, desires to extend an in- 
vitation to this Convention. I prefer 
that he should do so personally, rather 
than through the Chair. With your 
consent, I shall introduce to you Rev. 
Mr. Young, of this city. 

Mr. Young— For six winters past, tho 
church of which I am pastor, the Second 
Presbyterian Church of this city, has 
provided a Sunday afternoon meeting 
in the Alvin Theatre for strangers, for 
transients, and for residents who have 
not regular church places. I have 
great pleasure in extending sen Invita- 
tion to the American Federation of La- 
bor, as represented here, to attend the 
service on next Sunday afternoon at 3 
o'clock. The service is entirely unseo- 
tarlan. 

Mr. Young also invited President Gom- 
pers, on behalf of the Ministerial Asso- 
ciation of Pittsburg and Allegheny, to 
be present at a meeting of that body on 
Monday, November 20th, to address the 
members. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
until 9 A.M., Saturday, November 18th. 
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The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M., Saturday, November 18th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees— Klapetzky, Noschang, Yar- 
nell, Cummins, Damm, Loebenberg, 
Reldy, Chambers, Towey. Maher (J. P.), 
Shalvoy, Foster (W. H.), Roach (John). 
Keefe (D. J.). Wilson (J. T.). Boyle 
(C). Ross (David), Grant, Wilson (Jas.), 
McCloskey, Dix, Ramsay. Penje. Merri- 
man, Freel, Flood, Brackney. Alexander 
(H. M.). Roberts (J. A.), Hanraty, 
Tucker (G. F.), Peetz, Faison. Skehan. 
Joyce (J. J.). Campbell (G. C). Hop- 
wood, Roemer, Boettger, Monon. Welter, 
Bower, Humphrey, Milburn, Douglas (C. 
C.)» Creager, Comerford. Gebhait. Pierce 
(J. D.), Mitchell (Thos.), Alter, Foley (J. 
H.). Frazier (T. C), Baldwin. Sheffield, 
Jones (F. G.), Ritthamel, Ring. Van 
Dyke, Farmer, Wise. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read an announce- 
ment to the effect that Rev. Charles* 
Stelzle, Superintendent of the Depart- 
ment of Church and Labor of the Pres- 
byterian Church, would address the 
meeting to be held in the Alvin Theater 
on Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock. 

Delegate W. D. Ryan, for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 

The Committee recommended the fol- 
lowing substitute for Resolution No. 15: 

WHEREAS, Civilization has been hor- 
rified and shocked at the brutal deeds 
perpetrated by the extensive massacre 
of thousands of the human family In 
Russia by fanatical masses, in flamed by 
the bigoted and despotic military and 
police forces of that country, who in 
the most despicable manner have slaugh- 
tered all within their reach, from inno- 
cent babes to tottering old age, until the 
heart of the civilized world bleeds in 
pity; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of La nor has learned of all the foregoing 
atrocities with profound sorrow and 
sickening hearts; and 

WHEREAS. The American Federation 
of Labor has' also learned of a great in- 
dustrial strike in tjiat country, which, 



with the above mentioned atrocities, is 
traceable to the tyrannical and dictato- 
rial system: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor that we extend to the 
sufferers of Russia our heartfelt condo- 
lence and sympathy. 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
also sends its earnest congratulations to 
the toilers of Russia on the success of 
their recent strike which stopped pro- 
duction and supply until freedom and 
popular government were conceded, and 
bid them godspeed in their great civil 
and industrial campaign until they shall 
have instituted in what Is now the Rus- 
sian Empire a representative govern- 
ment under the title of the Republic of 
Russia. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Tho committee recommended tha„ 
Resolution No. 30 be non-concurred In. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 36 be referred to the 
Committee on Education. 

On motion, the report of the commit-? 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 61 — By Delegate Mrs. 
Mae Keough. of the Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers: 

WHEREAS, On April 27th, 1905, the 
collar and shirt manufacturers of Troy, 
N. Y.,, at the instigation of the 
firm of Cluett, Peabody & Co., 
who were attempting a wage re- 
duction of fifty per cent, locked out 
seven hundred members of Local Union 
No. 2. of the Shirt, Waist and Laundry 
Workers' International Union; and 

WHEREAS. Tho above named Inter- 
national Union and the members of 
Local Union No. 2 have been ready and 
willing at all times to submit the ques- 
tion at issue to a Board of Arbitration, 
or in any other honorable manner set- 
tle this long standing controversy; and 

WHEREAS, The Collar and Shirt 
Manufacturers' Association has refused 
all overtures for a settlement from the 
above named International Union, the 
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Central Labor Union of Troy, N. T. t 
and a committee of merchants of Troy, 
N. .Y.; and 

WHEREAS, The Collar and Shirt 
Manufacturers' Association, of Troy, N. 
Y.; state that the only reason that they 
will not be a party to a conference with 
a committee from a labor union is that It 
would lead to the organization of the 
other different departments of their fac- 
tories, to the number of twenty thous- 
and persons, who, under present condi- 
tions, are afraid to organize; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the or- 
ganisation have displayed a loyalty to 
the union unprecedented, as not one. 
member has proven disloyal in the six 
montns' struggle now gomg on; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, do pledge itself to assist the Shirt, 
Waist and Laundry Workers' Interna- 
tional Union with Its moral and finan- 
cial support, to the end that we may 
not only win this struggle, but organ- 
ize the many thousands of workers now 
unorganized in Troy, N. Y.; and be it 

RESOLVED, That all members of or- 
ganized labor be requested to refrain 
from purchasing any of the product of 
Cluett, Peabody & Co., until the strug- 
gle now going en is settled satisfactory 
to the Shirt, Waist and Laundry Work- 
ers' International Union. 

The committee recommended that 
the resolution be concurred in, with the 
following amendment: Add to the last 
paragraph: "The Labor press is ur- 
gently requested to give the subject 
matter of this resolution the widest 
possible publicity." 

And also add the following section: 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor do hereby appropriate 
one thousand dollars, or as much of this 
amount as may be necessary, to assist 
in prosecuting this strike to a successful 
issue, the money so appropriated to be 
at the distribution of the Executive 
Council, and available as soon as possi- 
ble after the adjournment of this Con- 
vention. 

The question was discussed by Mrs. 
Keough, Vice President Duncan, Dele- 
gates Lavin, M. J. JCeougn and Walsh. 

Delegate M. J. Keough moved as an 
amendment to the report of the com- 
mittee that the A. F. of L. donate five 
thousand dollars instead of one thous 
and dollars. 

The amendment was declared out of 
order. 

The motion to odopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 



Vice President Duncan: The Com- 
mittee on Resolutions offer the follow- 
ing: That all affiliated bodies more lib- 
erally contribute in answer to the cir- 
cular letter sent out for financial as- 
sistance: that the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor call 
attention to the necessity for prompt 
and liberal compliance, and that the 
President of the A. F. of L. appoint a 
committee to visit Troy for the purpose 
of bringing the strike to a successful 
end. 

On motion the resolution was adopt- 
ed. 

The committee ; recommended that 
Resolution No. 84 be adopted, when 
amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 84 — By Delegates El. 
Schaerer. A. A. Myrup and R. Schirra. 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers' In- 
ternational Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Accidents are continually 
increasing, owing to the progress made 
m machinery construction and the care- 
less methods of the employers, the em- 
ploye being the only victim; and 

WHEREAS, Owing to so-called em- 
ploye acts, the employers cannot be 
held responsible for damages sustained 
by the employes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth Con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor 
instruct the Executive Council to take 
the necessary action and have intro- 
duced laws in the legislative bodies cov- 
ering such cases. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 88. — By Delegate Michael 
J. Reidy, Commercial Telegraphers' Union 
of America. 

WHEREAS, The telegraph system of the 
United States should be controlled by the 
govenment of the nation, as is the telegraph 
service in a large number of European coun- 
tries, because it is a public utility; and 

WHEREAS, Telegraph companies have ex- 
acted from their employes long and irregular 
hours of labor at a low rate of compensa- 
tion, and continue to keep a large percentage 
of their employes in large telegraph centers 
working as substitutes; and 

WHEREAS, Not more than 10 per cent, 
of the telegraph offices of the country em- 
ploy more than one telegraphe.% it being 
extremely difficult to organize the craft for 
effective work along trades union lines; ami 

WHEREAS, the conditions under which 
telegraphers work are injurious not only to 
themselves, but the whole labor movement; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fedora- 
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4ton of Labor in convention aMembled, con- 
firming action taken in previous national 
•onventions, endorses the movement to haT* 
telegraph companies doing a public business 
placed in the hands of the national govern- 
ment. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 109— By Delegates F. J. 
McNulty, William E. Kennedy and Ste- 
phen J. Fay, of the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical "Workers: 

WHEREAS, In the attainment of con- 
ditions essential to the common welfare, 
the trade union movement stands as the 
leading exponent; and 

WHEREAS, It becomes necessary, in 
the progress of such attainment, to 
place before Congress certain bills for 
enactment into legislative measures that 
are of great importance to organised 
labor; and 

WHEREAS, Representatives in said 
Congress continually and persistently 
oppose such legislation; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That in the judgment of 
the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, when he deems it proper, 
he be empowered to designate tne Legis- 
lative Committee of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor (if such committee is 
in existence) tQ oppose, In the Repre- 
sentative's district, the renomlnatlon ami 
re-election of any candidate who has 
assumed such an attitude. 

The committee made the following re- 
port: We recommend, the adoption of 
Resolution No. 109, amended by striking 
out the "Resolved" and substituting the 
following: 

RESOLVED, That all organizations 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor oppose the nomination and 
election of all candidates for Congres- 
sional and Legislative honors who have 
shown themselves to be unfriendly to 
the Interests and principles of organized 
labor, and assist to the extent of tnelr 
ability the nomination and election of 
candidates who are known to be friendly 
to labor legislation. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 113, when amend- 
ed to read as follows: 

WHEREAJ3. The urgent need of a 
government hospital in the Bristol Bay 
region is greatly felt by everyone en- 
gaged In the Alaskan fishing industry, 
and especially by the members of the 
International Seamen's Union of Ameri- 
ca many of whom have suffered great 
hardships in the past through lack of 



proper medical attention at the fishing 
grounds; and 

WHEREAS. It is of vital Importance 
to upward of eight thousand men who 
are engaged in the fishing industry in 
Alaska that such hospital should be es- 
tablished before the opening of the sea- 
son of 1906, and that immediate steps be 
taken to secure the proper presentation 
of this matter in the Congress of the 
United States at its coming session; and 

WHEREAS, The International Sea- 
men's Union of America has already ta- 
ken steps In drafting and preparing such 
memorials and petitions as will present 
the matter forcibly and clearly to the 
proper government officials as to the ne- 
cessity of such hospital; therefore, bo 
it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor that we co-operate with 
the International Seamen's Union of 
America in this matter, and use our 
best efforts In securing the establish- 
ment of such hospital. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 118 — By Delegate Geo. 
F. Dunn, of the Boiler Makers and Iron 
Ship Builders: 

WHEREAS. The preservation of life 
and limb and the protection of property 
demand that the legislatures of the dlf- 
ent commonwealths of the United States 
of America enact laws to periodically se- 
cure a thorough inspection of all steam 
boilers and generators; and 

WHEREAS. The Brotherhood of Boil- 
er Makers and Iron Ship Builders of 
America have for many years been en- 
deavoring to secure the passage of such 
a law through the legislatures of many 
American commonwealths, and the cre- 
ation of the office of Boiler Inspector; 
therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, In convention assem- 
bled, at Pittsburg, does endorse the work 
done by the Brotherhood of Boiler Mak- 
ers and Iron Ship Builders of America 
to secure such wise legislation, and does 
give its moral support to such move- 
ment; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby recommend 
to all its affiliated Central Labor Bodies 
the beneficial effect of the enactment of 
such a law, and solicits the support of 
said bodies, wherever situate, to secure 
the enactment of such a law in every 
commonwealth of the United States of 
America; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That such a law should 
contain a provision that the Boiler In- 
spector, or his assistants, should have at 
least ten years' experience as a practical 
boiler maker, or In the general work of 
the craft; and If the Boiler Inspector Is 
to have charge of the inspection of the 
boilers of steam navigation vessels, a 
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proviso should be incorporated in said 
law that he be a practical iron ship 
builder; and be it still further 

RESOLVED, That all the Central La- 
bor Bodies afflLated with the American 
Federation of Labor should take imme- 
diate action to secure the drafting and 
presentation of such proposed law as will 
secure its consideration and enactment 
by the various Commonwealths at the 
^earliest possible time. 

The committee recommended that 
the resolution be adopted, with the thiru 
'•Resolved" amended to read as follows: 

RESOLVED, That such a law should 
contain a provision that the Boiler In- 
spector, or his assistants, should be 
skilled, experienced and practical work- 
men; and if the Boiler Inspector is to 
have charge of the inspection of the 
boilers of steam navigation vessels, a 
proviso should be incorporated in said 
law that he be a skilled, experienced and 
practical workman. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 120— By Delegate James 
G. Cain, of the Photo-Engravers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, The practice has become 
general with! transportation companies 
to require the purchasers of excursion 
and tourist tickets to sign so-called iron- 
clad contracts providing that such tick- 
ets shall be forfeited if found in the 
hands of any other than the original pur- 
chaser; and 

WHEREAS, The object and result of 
this practice is to cause the forfeiture to 
these corporations by the public of enor- 
mous numbers of tickets which the orig- 
inal purchasers are unable to use per- 
sonally, to the value of millions of dol- 
lars annually, a heavy drain upon the 
people, and a source of unearned profits 
to the railway corpc rations; and 

WHEREAS, In addition to inflicting 
upon the public a "spotter" system, and 
the nuisance of Joint agencies for the 
validation of tickets, the passenger as- 
sociations are prevailing upon the courts 
to legislate by injunction and prevent 
brokers and other agencies from accom- 
modating the traveling public by dealing 
in these excursion tickets; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That all tickets for the 
transportation of passengers should be 
good to the bearer, and the imposition of 
requiring signatures and the placing of 
descriptions upon tickets Is an outrage 
which makes possible a system of graft 
that should no longer be tolerated by 
the American people; be It further 

RESOLVED. That we deplore the ap- 
parent willingness of some courts to 
?erve corporation Interests. In opposition 
to the rights and privileges of the 
masses of the people by granting injunc- 



tions to protect the iniquitous imposition 
of non-transf enable tickets; be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in this its twenty-fifth 
annual Convention assembled, reaffirms 
former resolutions denouncing anti- 
scalping laws, city ordinances and In- 
junctions, and hereby petitions the Con- 
gress of these United States for a law 
requiring that all railroad and steamboat 
passage tickets be made good to bearer. 

RESOLVED, That our Legislative 
Committee at Washington be, and is 
hereby, instructed to earnestly work In 
the name of organized labor and of the 
people for the enactment of such a law. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit* 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 121 — By Delegate James 
G. Cain, of the Photo -Engravers' Inter- 
national Union: 

WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment, through its various depart- 
ments, contracts for fully one million 
dollars' worth of photo -engraving year- 
ly; and 

WHEREAS, A large percentage of 
contracts is secured by firms working 
under non-union conditions; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil and the Legislative Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor use their 
good offices to secure the adoption of a 
law by Congress establishing a Bureau 
of Photo- Engraving, on lines similar to 
the other branches of the printing 
trades. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation: The committee reaf- 
firms the action taken by the San Fran- 
cisco Convention, which is as follows: 

That the resolution be referred to the 
Executive Council with the recommen-* 
datlon that the Legislative Committer 
be instructed to carry the spirit of the 
resolve into effect, i. e., that the photo- 
engraving for the Government be done 
under the system of direct employment. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 127— By Delegate G. F. 
Tucker of Iowa State Federation of Labor: 

RESOLVED. That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor recommend that all affiliated 
State and Central bodies exchange frater- 
nal delegates with the various State and 
citv ministerial associations, wherever 
practicable, thus insuring a better under- 
standing on the nart of the church and 
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clergy of the aims and objects of the 
labor union movement of America. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 131.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, International Typographical 
Union. 

WHEREAS, Labor creates all values or 
makes them useful and accessible to man- 
kind, but the present economic system is 
such that it is lmoosible for the great mass 
of wage-earners to save up a sufficient 
amount of money or property to secure 
them against want and misery and the in- 
dignities of capitalistic charity in their old 
age: and 

WHEREAS, It is the prime object of 
the trade union movement to improve and 
elevate the standard of living of the work- 
ing class everywhere and in every possible 
way; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to use its best efforts to in- 
duce the Congress of the United States to 
pass a bill which will secure to every wage- 
worker in the United States who has 
earned no more than $1,000 average wages 
per year, a pension of not less than $12 
per month at the age of sixty, and there- 
after for the rest of his or her natural 
life; provided, however, that such wage- 
worker is a citizen of the United States 
and has lived in this country for at least 
twenty-one years continuously at the time 
when the application is made. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 1S7— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of International Typographical 
Union. 

WHEREAS, Experience has proven that 
the militia can be used by capitalists as 
an engine of destruction in the subjugation 
of the working people, workmen have thus 
been arrayed against wokmen, and ordered 
to shoot down their comrades; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-fifth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that we declare our intention, and 
hereby instruct all affiliated bodies, to hold 
absolutely aloof from all connection with 
the militia, until the military system in 
vogue in Switzerland, or a similar system, 
is adopted in the United States. 



The committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

Moved and seconded that the report 
of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Johannsen: Would this ac- 
tion not be an indorsement of the mili- 
tia being used to defeat strikes? I 
move that the entire matter be referred 
to the Executive Council. 

Vice President Hayes: I move that 
the entire matter lay upon the table. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Resolution No. 130.— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The present insurance sys- 
tem is notorious as a method of exploita- 
tion and graft and has simply become an 
adjunct to Wall street, New York, and 

WHEREAS, In spite of the tremendous 
wealth being accumulated oy insurance 
corporations, the life and property of wage 
workers nnds little or no protection in in- 
surance. It is now exceedingly costly and 
the workmen are often, by all kinds of 
legal tricks, defrauded by insurance com- 
panies; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor endorse the general principle of 
State insurance now in operation in Ger- 
many, in which the expense is met by the 
Government, the employer and the work- 
ing people, each paying one-third of the 
premiums; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we instruct the Ex- 
ecutive Council to use all honorable efforts 
to secure the adoption of a similar system 
— onlv on a much larger and more effective 
scale— for the United States of America. 

The committee recommended that 
the last two "Resolves" be stricken out, 
and the following substituted: 

RESOLVED, That in accordance with 
same, and as the recent investigations 
have shown unparalleled corruption and 
mismanagement of Insurance companies, 
wo indorse the principle of government 
insurance of a voluntary nature, and 
that our Executive Council be author- 
led to favor legislation to that end. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred In. 

Treasurer Lennon: I desire to offer as 
a substitute for the report of the com- 
mittee that this Convention indorses the 
principle of insurance by trade unions 
for the working people of this country. 

The motion was seconded by Vice 
President Hayes. 
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President Gompers: A substitute has 
been offered by the committee. If the 
Convention is not satisfied with it, it can 
be voted down, and then the substitute 
offered by Treasurer Lennon will be 
considered. 

The motion to concur m the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 142— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger, International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS. The trade autonomy in 
unionism is but the application to the 
labor movement of the outworn principle 
of individualism; and 

WHEREAS, The development of mod- 
ern machinery and of industrial processes 
on a large scale is in fact creatine iden- 
tity of interests among many crafts hither- 
to only slightly related; and 

WHEREAS, Under our present form of 
trades organization every national trades 
union organization looks out with jealous 
care for its own organization, bitterly 
fighting every newcomer in the field; and 

WHEREAS, This contention over trades 
jurisdiction between national and inter- 
national unions is becoming more and more 
acute, and will if continued very soon dis- 
rupt the organizations of the wage-workers 
of America; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urgently recom- 
mend the application of the principle and 
industrial organization to those crafts 
which are bound with others by the use 
of the same machinery, by contact in the 
same productive process, or by working 
for a common employer or group of organ- 
ized employers; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the twentv-nfth con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor urge upon the various international 
craft organizations an immediate settle- 
ment of jurisdiction questions by mutual 
conferences, interchange of cards, etc., and 
the substitution of a modern alignment of 
the united working class against the grow- 
ing rapacity of manufacturers' and citi- 
zens 7 alliance organizations, instead of the 
disgraceful, petty and destructive quarrels 
between the union officials. 

The committee made the following rec- 
ommendation: The committee non-con- 
curs in Resolution No. 142, and takes 
the position that the autonomy resolu- 
tion adopted by the Bcranton Conven- 
tion properly sets forth the position of 
the A. F. of L. on this question. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 



The committee made the following re- 
port on Resolution No. 143: 

This resolution refers to the sending 
of fraternal delegates to the Trades 
Union Congresses of Great Britain ana 
of Canada. Owing to the fact that Pres- 
ident Gompers made some statement rel- 
ative to sending such delegates in his . 
annual report, the committee desires to 
refer this to the Committee on Presi- 
dent's Report. 

On motion, tho report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 150.— By Delegates James 
Duncan, Thomas J. Lyons and W. J. 
O'Brien of Granite Cutters' International 
Association: 

WHEREAS, The laborers and me- 
chanics employed on Government works 
since 1809 have since 1872 been actively en- 
gaged in an effort to secure pay for over- 
time made by them in the belief that these 
claims are perfectly just and well founded; 
it is therefore 

RESOLVED, That our Executive Coun- 
cil memoralize Congress that section two 
of the deficiency appropriation act, ap- 
proved May 18, 1872 (Seventeenth Statutes 
at Large, page 134), be revived and con- 
tinued in force and made applicable to all 
labor performed in excess of eight hours 
per day by all laborers, workmen and me- 
chanics employed by or on behalf of the 
Government of the United States since the 
19th day of May. 1871, the date of the 
proclamation of the President concerning 
such pay: said claims to be adjudicated by 
the Court of Claims upon the basis pre- 
scribed in and by said section, and judg- 
ments to be rendered for extra pay in pro- 
portion to the increase of hours of labor 
wherever more than the legal day's work of 
eijtht hmir« was performed; and 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration oi Labor, as a body, recommends 
to Conjrress the favorable consideration of 
these claims, and directs its officers or 
committees in charge of legislation to rive 
their best efforts to the passage of legisla- 
tion having for its object the relief of these 
claims. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution he concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 159— By Delegate 
George C. Campbell, of the Tri-City La- 
bor Congress of Clinton and Lyons, la,, 
and Pulton. 111.: 

RESOLVED, That in the Interest of 

solidarity of tho n'srp — ^~* — <* of the 
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world, the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to correspond with the various 
affiliated national and international 
unions of this country, and of Eurotfe, 
as to the advisability of an interchange 
of working: cards, a trades unionist in 
any country to be exempt from payment 
of initiation fee, provided he or she has 
been for three years prior a member 
In continuous good standing: in his or 
her local union; that said Executive 
Council report its recommendations to 
the next Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The committee recommended that 
the resolution be concurred in, after be- 
ing: amended to read as follows: 

RESOLVED, That in the interest of 
solidarity of the wage workers of the 
world. the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
instructed to correspond with the vari- 
ous affiliated National and International 
Unions of this country and of Europe 
as to the advisability of a recognition 
of membership cards, whereby a trades 
unionist from any country would be ex- 
empt from payment of initiation fees in 
another country; provided he or she had 
been for three years prior a member in 
continuous good standing in his or her 
union; and to report their recommenda- 
tions to the next Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred in. 

The resolution was discussed by Dele- 
gates Kelly, Duncan, Jones, Walsh, 
Kennedy, Sullivan, Keough and Len- 
non. 

The report of the committee was then 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 160— By Delegate John 
M. Stoughton, of the Paper and Pulp 
Makers' International Union: 

WHEREAS. The Paper and Pulp 
Makers' International Union was sued 
some six months ago by a Mr. Sweeney, 
a former member of this organization, 
who continued to work in a strike shop, 
and was therefore suspended under the 
constitution; and 

WHEREAS, This Mr. Sweeney has in- 
stituted two separate suits, one for 
110,000 damages against the International 
Union, and one for 110,000 damages 
against the local union at Berlin. New 
Hampshire; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor extend and grant to 
the aforesaid International Union its 
advice, and employ counsel to defend 
these two suits. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 



On motion of Delegate Healy the res- 
olution was referred to the Executive 
Council. 

Treasurer Lennon In the chair. 

Delegate Furuseth, for the Committee 
on President's Report, reported as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 21, dealing with the 
granting of the charter in a certain in- 
stance, was referred to this committee. 
We think the resolution should not be 
dealt with by the Committee on Presi- 
dent's Report, and recommend to the 
Convention that a special committee be 
appointed to deal with it 

Delegate Hart: I move that the report 
of the committee be concurred in. (Sec- 
onded.) 

Vice President Spencer: I move that 
the application be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Organisation. 

Vice President Mitchell: If the appli- 
cation is going o require much consid- 
eration it should not go to the Commit- 
tee on Organisation. That committee 
now has before it a number of such ap- 
plications, and if any more are referred 
to the committee we will not be able to 
get through before the close of the Con- 
vention. I therefore suggest that It be 
referred to a special committee. 

Delegate Mahoney: As the Introducer 
of that resolution, I ask that It be given 
to a special committee for Immediate In- 
vestigation. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

President Oompers appointed the fol- 
lowing special committee to consider 
Resolution No. 21: Delegates M. J. 
Keough, Ed. Rosenberg, Charles Peets, 
Richard Braunschweig, J. F. Morris. 

Delegate Thomas Harrison, for the- 
Committee on Organisation, reported ae 
follows: 

Resolution No. 145— By Delegate Victor 
L. Berger of International Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS, The hypocritical attempt of 
the Civic Federation plutocrats to convince 
organized laboring men that "the interests 
of capital and labor are identical" is being 
helped on bv certain labor leaders, and 
has succeeded in blinding the minds of 
others: and 
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WHEREAS. The interests of laborers 
and capitalists constitute the basis of a 
real class struggle, which needs no stirring 
up, but does need to be ended; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That we point with sorrow 
to the close intimacy and harmonious rela- 
tions established between Samuel Gompers 
and other labor leaders with the great cap- 
italists and plutocratic politicians; and be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That it is the sentiment of 
this convention that we consider the re- 
sults of this policy are not for labor's in- 
terests, as shown in the failure of the 
Belmont subway strike in New York and 
the futility of the eight-hour campaign in 
Congress. 

The committee reported as follows: 
The statements contained In the pream- 
bles or this resolution are a misstate- 
ment of facts, and the resolutions are, 
therefore, based on false premises. Your 
committee reports unfavorably upon 
them. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred In. 

Delegate Goldstein*— (The report of the 
committee does not go far enough. I 
move that the action of President Gom- 
pers In his connection and work with the 
National Civic Federation receive our 
hearty endorsement. 

President Gompers: It appears that 
some regret and sorrow have been ex- 
pressed for your humble servant by the 
author of the preambles. I don't really 
want to appease the sorrow of my "dear 
friend" who expressed so great concern 
about me. I prefer that my work and 
my record shall attest the necessity for 
that, t am perfectly satisfied to stand 
before the American labor movement, 
before the American people and before 
the world, without answering this indi- 
rect reflection Upon me, my character 
and my work. I sincerely hope that 
Delegate Goldstein will withdraw his mo- 
tion. 

Delegate Goldstein — I withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion to concur m the report of 
the • committee was unanimously 
adopted. 

Delegate Walter Macarthur, for the 
Committee on Labels, reported as fol- 
lows: 

Your committee desires to report on 
the following resolution, which was re- 
ferred to yesterday: 



Resolution No. 23. — By 0. W. Woodman, 
of the Fort Worth (Texas) Trades Assembly. 

WHEREAS, By co-operation in legislative 
matters and by assistance rendered during 
strikes and boycotts, the members of the 
Farmers' Union have proven their sincerity 
of purpose and been of great benefit to or- 
ganised labor; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Twenty-fifth Convention 
assembled, grant the request of the Farm- 
ers' State Union of Texas (which at pres- 
ent is in reality the National head of the 
farmers' movement), to have the endorse- 
ment of organised labor of its Union label; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all National and In- 
ternational journals of organisations affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor be 
requested to publish this endorsement and 
urge upon all union men to give preference 
at all times to the product of members of 
the Farmers' Educational and Go-operative 
Union of America. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council for investigation and such ac- 
tion as may be deemed desirable. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 80— By Delegate Chas, 
Lavln, of the Central Labor Union of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.: 

WHEREAS, Hitherto there has ap- 
peared no report nor has any effort been 
made to ascertain the extent to whicu 
the union label is in demand in the in- 
dustrial centers of the country; and 

WHEREAS, There is no accurate in- 
formation at hand to ascertain the in- 
fluence which the union label may nav« 
upon the union crafts where it is in de- 
mand; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That as early as conve- 
nient after the adjournment of this Con- 
vention the President of the A. F. of 1*. 
issue a circular letter to all the Central 
Bodies and General Organizers, instruct- 
ing them to collect statistics In the va- 
rious centers, with data as to craft* 
and retail houses within their Jurisdic- 
tion, and to learn to what extent the 
union label is in demand, and learn also 
what Influence a general demand by all 
trade unionists for the label would nave 
upon the retail dealers in the cities 
and towns of the country, and report 
the result of their investigation to the 
Executive Council, through the Presi- 
dent of the A. F. of Li. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council for such action as may be 
deemed practicable. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
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gates Walsh, Lavln, Morris, Mrs. Ke- 
ough, Thomas, McKeever, Altman and 
Lennon. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then voted on and car- 
ried. 

President Gompers — Miss McDowell 
and Miss Barnum have arranged a meet- 
ing for next Wednesday evening in this 
hall, and have in view to address the 
meeting two of ttie most prominent la- 
bor leaders. The object of the meeting 
is the formation of a Woman's Trade 
Union Label League in the City of Pitts- 
burg. I am sure that we are all satis- 
fled they need one. I would respectful- 
ly ask in behalf of the ladies that every 
encouragement be given to this move- 
ment, and that the local representatives 
here will from now on do their best to 
Influence their wives, sisters and sweet- 
hearts to become interested in the mat- 
ter and attend the meeting. 

Delegate Douglas asked the unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of a resolution. 

No objection being made to its intro- 
duction, Delegate Douglas introduced 
the following: 

Resolution No. 162— By Delegate C. C. 
Douglas, I. C. T. C, Pittsburg, Pa.: 

WHEREAS, The City of Pittsburg 
contains two central labor bodies, one 
composed exclusively of delegates duly 
elected by locals all of whose National 
or International organizations are affilia- 
ted with the American Federation of La- 
bor, and the other composed partially of 
bodies in no way affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Such a condition has been 
most detrimental to the unity of labor 
tn this city, and has been the cause of 
most, if not all. of the ineffectiveness 
of the organized workers in this section, 
which has so often been apparent; and 

WHEREAS, This condition has been 
fostend in a large measure, though 
probably unwittingly, by the aid given 
that central body part of whose mem- 
bers are not connected with locals af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor, and the withdrawal of whose 
delegates would not only have a strong 
tendency to bring about the existence 
of only one central body in this city, 
but might also be the means of elimin- 
ating an organization directly antagon- 
istic to the American Federation of La- 
bor; therefore, be it 

RESODVED, That this Convention 
call upon those National and Interna- 
tional Unions whose subordinate bodies 



In Pittsburg have delegates In the cen- 
tral body that owes no allegiance to the 
American Federation of Labor to at once 
withdraw their delegates from said un- 
affiliated central body. 

President Gompers referred the res- 
olution to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Delegate John Fahy, of the United 
Mine Workers of America, asked the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of a resolution. 

This consent being granted, Delegate 
Fahy introduced the following resolu- 
tion, and asked that it be acted upon 
immediately. 

Resolution No. 163 — By Delegate John 
Fahy, of the United Mine Workers of 
America: 

WHEREAS. Our attention has been 
called to the fact that the Governor of 
Pennsylvania has called a special ses- 
sion of the Legislature, the same to 
meet at Harrisburg, January 16, 1906; 
and 

WHEREAS, In enumerating the pur- 
poses for which the Legislature Is to 
meet we note the Governor has not 
made mention of labor measures, meas- 
ures of great importance to the many 
hundreds of thousands of working men, 
women and children throughout the 
State; and inasmuch as there is a great 
deal of time in which the Governor can 
issue a supplemental call; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, In annual convention 
assembled, do hereby request His Ex- 
cellency, the Governor of Pennsylvania, 
to issue to the General Assembly a sup- 
plemental call giving it notice that he 
reconvenes the General Assembly for 
the further purpose of its considering leg- 
islation upon the subjects of employers' 
liability, employes' compensation, coal 
and iron police laws, inspection laws 
and measures, and proper legal regula- 
tions for the protection of employes in 
and about mines, mills, factories and 
elsewhere: and also for regulating the 
employment of child labor; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the President and 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor are hereby instructed to at once 
communicate this action in full to the 
Governor, Hon. Samuel W. Pennypack- 
er, and request thait he kindly make re- 
ply in time for them to communicate 
same to this Convention. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. (Carried unani- 
mously.) 

At the request of Delegate Spencer, 
of the Committee on Building Trades, 
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Resolution No. 13 was referred to the 
Committee on Labels. 

Secretary Morrison read letters from 
the following- gentlemen, urging; that the 
next Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor bo held in Minneapolis. 
Minn.: Gov. John H. Johnson, William 
Tunnell, Secretary Federated Trades 
Assembly. Duluth, Minn.; David P. 
Jones, Mayor of Minneapolis; Wallace 
G. Nye, Secretary Public Affairs Com- 
mittee, Minneapolis; W. E. McEwen. 
Secretary -Treasurer Minnesota State 
Federation of Labor; A. E. Kellington, 
President, and Jeffrey Legh Chapman, 
Secretary Trades and Labor Assembly, 
Minneapolis. 

Delegate Shanessy, for the Committee 
on Credentials, reported as follows: 

The committee has a credential from 
the International Jewelry Workers' 
Union of America, George Brady, del- 



egate, 7 votes. The committee recom- 
mends that the delegate be seated. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

President Gompers— The chair has 
been requested to appoint two additional 
members of the special committee to 
confer with the publishers of the Pitts- 
burg newspapers. The chair wishes to 
appoint John Mitchell and William Hu- 
ber as such additional membors. 

President Gompers appointed the fol- 
lowing special committee to make effort 
to adjust the controversy between the 
Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers, of 
Troy, N. Y., and the Cluett-Peabody 
Company: Delegates James Wilson, F. 
X. Noschang, Herman Robinson, A. J. 
Whaley, John S. Henry. 

On motion, the rules were suspended 
and the Convention adjourned until 9 A. 
M. Monday, November 20th. 
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The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Monday, November 20th, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees— Rice, Yarnell, Damm, Loe- 
benberg, Morton, Plannery. RIckert, 
Chambers, Alt man, Towey, Lilien, Pos- 
ter (W. H.), Roach (John), Keefe (D. 
J.), Wilson (J. T.), Boyle, Bahlhorn, 
Stoughton. McCloskey, Duffy (T. J.j. 
Hailes, Dix. Higgins (M. P.), Penje, 
Preel, Miller (E. W.), Alexander, Weir^ 
Hanraty, Perkins (E. A.). Peetz, Falson, 
Ldndsey (D.). Skehan, Wlllaner, Shoop, 
Hopwood, Roemer, Boettger, Alcorn, 
Woodman, Welter, Bower, Boyd, Bain- 
bridge, Humphrey, Mllburn, Love, 
Burke, Creager, Comerford, Gebhart, 
Rodier, Pierce, (J. D.), Mitchell (Thos.), 
Alter, Frazier (T. C), Baldwin, Shef- 
field, Jones (T. G.), Rltthamel, Ring, 
Van Dyke, Heasley, Dunne (J. R.), Par- 
mer, Sherier, Wise. 

President Gompers— We have with us 
this morning Mr. B. A. Calvin, of the 
Farmers* Educational and Co-Operative 
Union, an organization which has declared 
emphatically for co-operation with the 
organized labor movement. Mr. Calvin 
desires to have an opportunity of con- 
veying the fraternal message of his or- 
ganization to this Convention. With his 
consent, I will present him to you. 

Mr. Calvin— I have been asked a great 
many times since coming to this city 
something about Texas and the Far- 
mers' Educational and Co-Operative 
Union. Most people here seem to have 
the idea that Texas Is a very great 
State, and I want to say to you that 
Texas is the greatest waffle on the 
American griddle. Texas runs north un- 
til she gets so cold she quits, and south 
to the Gulf. On the east she is bounded 
by the rising sun, and on the west by 
the utmost confines of eternity. From the 
standpoint of resources I take it there 
is not another State in this Union that 
comes so near producing everything as 
does Texas. We produce one -third of 
the cotton the world consumes; one- 
fourth of the cattle. We produce more 



sorghum than any other State; more 
Irish potatoes and sweet potatoes — In 
fact, we ratee everything, from a dis- 
turbance to a Beaumont oil gusher. It 
was for the purpose of protecting these 
industries that the Farmers' Educa- 
tional and Oo-Operative Union was or- 
ganized. It was launched on the great 
fraternal and business seas some- 
thing like three years ago, and has 
grown with tropical luxuriance, until 
to-day we number more than three 
thousand people. 

In our meeting in Ft. Worth last Au- 
gust we took the initiative in putting 
ourselves in line with the labor organi- 
zations of this country* We declared 
in that convention, where there were 
over one thousand delegates present, 
that we would purchase union-mads 
goods. I am not here for the purpose 
of asking this Convention to recipro- 
cate our action, but I feel confident that 
this Convention will do so. We took 
this action without consulting your 
people. We knew the principles for 
which your organisation stood; we 
knew the principles for which our 
organization stood, and we thought 
they were identical. We are not 
organized for the purpose of main- 
taining a standard of wages, as you 
are. We are organized for the pro- 
tection of our Industries; for the pur- 
pose of maintaining a uniform price for 
our industries. It is not the purpose of 
our organization to put the price of 
stuff so high that people cannot buy; It 
is not the purpose of our organization 
to put an exorbitant price on our prod- 
ucts; but it is the purpose of our or- 
ganisation to maintain a stable price. 
It is one of the objects and purposes of 
our organization to do away with the 
speculative feature of our cotton mar- 
ket. Cotton interests us more than any 
other product for it Is the most Import- 
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ant product of our State. I want to say 
to our fraternal delegates from Great 
Britain that one of the main purposes 
of this organization is to get directfly in 
touch with the spinners of the world. 
I understand, in talking- with the repre- 
sentatives of the textile workers, that 
that would be very agreeable to you. I 
understand that they have a sliding 
scale; that they are subject to the spec- 
ulative feature of the market, the same 
as we are; that when the mills make 
a large profit their wages are higher, and 
when the mills make a less profit their 
wages are lower. It Is so with the far- 
mer who sells his cotton to the specu- 
lators. The crop of 1904 brought the 
producer $626,000,000. It cost the spin- 
ners of the world $450,000,000 more to get 
it after it passed out of the hands of the 
producer. We sold our cotton at an 
average of ten cents a pound; we 
bought our goods back at the price of 
eighteen cents a pound. 

The farmers are to-day willing and 
anxious to take the price they nave 
been getting in the past if they can 
only get a uniform price, and if you can 
get the benefits that now go into the 
hands of the speculators of the country 
you will be the gainers. The farmers 
of the South are anxious and willing to 
co-operate with this organization. I 
find from talking with the representa- 
tives here that there is still in the 
North what is called the Grange in ex- 
istence, but in some localities that or- 
ganization Is antagonistic to organized 
labcr. That is not so with us; we are 
anxious and willing to co-operate with 
you. In fact, our organization has 
nothing against any one. The time was 
when there was considerable friction in 
our part of the country between the 
townman and the countryman; but now 
they are upon the same level; we stand 
shoulder to shoulder, and when last fall 
the bears were trying 1 to depress the 
cotton market I put in an appeal to the 
merchants and they responded as one 
man and put the price back in less than 
thirty daya In many ways we have 
been co-operating with this labor move- 
ment in the South. At the present time 
the International Typographical Union 
1s having a strike almost everywhere. 
In Dallas they are having a desperate 
struggle, and more than once they have 



called on us for help and we have given 
them our assistance. The Typothetae 
of that town has built up a gigantic 
trust, and they hope to crush the life 
out of the Typographical Union. They 
may succeed, but I doubt it very much. 

I promised not to talk more than ten 
minutes, so I shall again extend fra- 
ternal greetings from one of the greatest 
organizations in the world at the pres- 
ent time to this body. 

First Vice President Duncan in the 
chair. 

Delegates Furuseth and Foster, for 
tho Committee on President's Report, 
presented the following report: 

We have carefully studied the ad- 
mirable and comprehensive report of 
President Gompers, and find much to 
commend in its clear conception and 
lucid exposition of the general polity of 
trades unionism. 

As to the specific recommendation con- 
tained therein, we submit the following: 
conclusions for your approval: 

STATE AND CENTRAL BODIES. 

We endorse the recommendation that 
local Central Bodies should adopt suca 
provisions for the regulation of their 
meetings as will properly safeguard the 
interests of all concerned, such as con- 
stitutionally setting an hour for ad- 
journment and by adopting a fixed 
formula for calling special meetings. 

We approve the President's recom- 
mendations as to the necessity of strict- 
er discipline in the case of directly aflll- 
iated unions who neglect to attach 
themselves to State or Central bodies. 
We bespeak also the universal co-oper- 
ation of National and International of- 
ficers in instructing their locals to af- 
filiate with these Central bodies. We con- 
cur in the sentiment expressed in the 
several resolutions on this subject sub- 
mitted to us, viz: Nos. 41, 126, 135 and 
155. The law on the subject Is suffi- 
ciently explicit. We suggest that if Na- 
tional and International officers would 
urge by circular, or other means of di- 
rect appeal, their local unions which yet 
hold aloof from Central and State 
bodies to no longer do so, practical re- 
sults would ensue, and we recommend 
that the Secretary of the American 
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Federation of Labor send to them a 
circular embodying this suggestion. 

LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 

We emphatically approve the Presi- 
dent's kindly expressions of goodwill 
and fraternity towards our brothers who 
dwell over the imaginary line to the 
north of us. From all standpoints of 
unionism, the blood-bond of labor should 
subordinate the geographical division of 
men. We therefore commend a contin- 
uance of a policy of frajternal effort and 
mutual co-operation along trade union 
lines with our brothers of Canada 

THE PORTO RICAN SITUATION. 

We believe in the doctrine of local 
self-government and in its application 
to the people of Porto Rico. We concur 
in the recommendation of the President 
that all possible assistance should be 
given the people of the Island in their 
efforts to secure greater opportunity for 
freedom and higher standards of living. 

INDUSTRIAL STAGNATION 
AVERTED. 

We deem it of great importance that 
the word which the President has said 
upon this subject should be accentuated, 
for here we get down to the very essence 
of the economic philosophy of trades 
unionism. For generations labor has 
been reckoned with as an inert commod- 
ity. Professors have formulated aca- 
demic theories of the law of supply and 
demand; buyers of labor and of the 
products of labor have assumed that 
these laws were inexorable, not subject 
to modification by the seller of the labor 
commodity. But labor is not an inani- 
mate commodity. It is a part of the 
life and the being of the laborer, and as 
such Is under the control of the volition 
of the laborer. The resisting and de- 
fensive power! of the laborer's will has 
germinated in the soil, and under the 
inspiration of all that makes for a 
higher civilization. It has been nur- 
tured, shaped and developed by the 
trades union, until by its collective ex- 
pression it disproves false political econ- 
omy, bids the panic halt, becomes the 
governor on the Industrial engine and 
opens up vistas of accomplishment for 
the public. What united labor wills It 
may achieve. Should not the experience 



of the past two years inspire us to so 
arouse the sluggish brain and timid 
hearts of the non-union masses that 
they may Join us in opposing a 
united will against all forces which 
would lower the standards of life? 

LABOR'S KEY TO GROWTH. 

Tour committee also desires to add 
its emphatic endorsement to what the 
President has said as to the desirability 
and necessity of higher dues and wider 
benefits in the trades union movement. 
We do not underrate the value of the 
fraternal and sentimental bonds which 
unite our memberships, but these bonds 
are strengthened Instead of weakened 
by the possession! of ample financial re- 
sources in our treasuries. In its capac- 
ity as a labor exchange, the trades union 
cannot exempt Itself from the necessity 
of compliance with sound business prin- 
ciples. It is only wildcat schemes of 
finance which profess to pay out more 
than is received into the treasury* Al- 
truism, most commendable as a virtue, 
cannot coin money or draw unlimited 
sight drafts upon its bankers. Trades 
unions whose members are taught to, 
or who expect, in times of trouble, to 
rely entirely upon the generosity of oth- 
ers are industriously weaving ropes of 
sand. Trades unions should practice the 
doctrine of self-help, in order that there 
may be no weak links In the mighty 
chain of our defenses. No other busi- 
ness concern in the world is so feebly 
financed, relatively speaking, as the av- 
erage trade union, nor from any other en- 
terprise is so large a return expected by 
the average Investor. It is high time 
that wage-earners should disabuse 
themselves of the belief that they can 
lift themselves by their own bootstraps, 
distill gold from sea -water, or erect sub- 
stantial defenses for the living rate of 
wage on a contribution of a nickel a day 
to their trade union funds. We there- 
fore commend to the trade union move- 
ment the adoption of the philosophy 
contained in this part of the President's 
Report. 

Neither the timidity of trade union of- 
ficials nor the inertia of the membership 
should stand in the way of a policy of 
higher dues and more extended bene- 
fits. That union which falls to provide 
ammunition for the bruising Industrial 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



188 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



struggle until the battlefield Is reached, 
is not alone guilty of negligence as to 
its own interests, but Is a handicap upon 
sister organisations. 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 
OF PEACH 

While the armies and navies of the 
world yet clash In the shock of battle, 
while our own Christian nation increases 
its annual expenditure for death-dealing; 
armament, we proclaim and seek to es- 
tablish the creed of human brother- 
hood. 

We approve the sentiments of the 
President's Report upon this subject, 
and as to the desirability of establish- 
ing closer relationship with organised 
labor In the Old World. 

We recommend that this Federation 
be represented In the German Trade 
Union Congress by a fraternal delegate. 

ENMITY, WHERE FRIENDSHIP 
SHOULD ABOUND. 

We endorse the utterances of the 
President as to the sinister and deplor- 
able nature of the attempted attack in- 
augurated against this organisation by 
the formation In Chicago, last June, of 
a society, having for its purpose the 
destruction of the legitimate trade union 
movement. 

With all possible toleration for the 
widest divergence of honest opinion, we 
can discover back of this association 
neither sincerity of purpose, respecta- 
bility of method, nor clarity of object. 
We lament that men, masking under the 
guise of reformers, should lend themselves 
to work which might properly be only 
expected from the most rabid antagon- 
ists of the interests of labor. 

JURISDICTION AND TRADE UNION 
LAW. 

We agree with your President, that 
there is no short cut to the elimination 
of jurisdiction disputes. It is the na- 
ture of men, individually and collectively, 
to hold and increase themselves in au- 
thority. In the degree, however, that 
the spirit of true unionism percolates 
into the consciousness of contending 
factions, may we not venture to hope 
that prejudice will be allayed, the dis- 
cipline of the expressed majority will be 
more cheerfully observed, and mutual 



conciliation pave the way to solidarity 
in our movement? 

THE UNION SHOP. 

The union shop still continues to be 
the live wire in the industrial world, 
for it is the concrete manifestation of 
trade union economics. We endorse the 
sentiment of the President, that there 
should be no recession from our posi- 
tion in defense of the justice of the 
principle Involved. 

TRADE UNION SCHOOLS. 

We approve the suggestion of the Pres- 
ident as to the necessity of developing 
the educational work of our movement, 
especially through our local and cen- 
tral bodies. This can be done by lec- 
tures and discussions upon trade union 
history and economics, by the use of 
printed leaflets and pamphlets, and In 
various other ways which may be In- 
augurated locally. We urge those dele- 
gates who may attend Central Bodies 
in their respective localities to bring 
the matter before their associations for 
the more active propagation of educa- 
tional work. 

In this connection we also approve the 
suggestion that the use of the public 
school room be sought for work of this 
nature. 

THE COLORADO SITUATION AND 
THE WESTERN FEDERATION. 

Considering that portion of the Execu- 
tive Council's Report bearing on this 
subject— which was referred to this 
committee— jointly with the President's 
Report, we desire to say that we approve, 
"definitely and without equlvocatlon t , • 
the policy pursued as to the contribu- 
tions received for the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners. We further recommend 
that the Executive Council be in- 
structed to insist that the Western 
Federation of Miners shall either carry 
out the purpose for which much finan- 
cial aid was contributed, I. e., carrying 
to the highest courts the cases in- 
volved, or give to the Executive Council 
an accounting of what was done with the 
money. 

EIGHT-HOUR LEGISLATION. 

We recommend that the Executive 
Council be instructed to have the 
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eight-hour bill re-Introduced in Con- 
gress, and to use all honorable means 
In Its power to secure tne enactment or 
the same. 

LEGAL RIGHTS OF LABOR. 

We are in accord with the views of 
the President as to the need for more 
effective methods for conserving the 
legal rights of labor. We recognise 
that, from the very nature of the case, 
our defenses are oftentimes weak on 
this side of the industrial battle line. 
The subject is a complex one, and to 
administration, difficult. We recom- 
mend that this matter be thoroughly 
discussed in all organizations of labor 
in order that judicious and effective 
methods of legal defense may be se- 
cured. 

EXHIBITS. 

We favor the continuation of the ex- 
hibits of the American Federation of 
Labor, and recommend that the Execu- 
tive Council be given discretionary 
power in the selecting of the places for 
such exhibits during the ensuing year. 

THE BIGHT-HOUR WORKDAY. 

The utility of the eight-hour demand 
has been established with mathematical 
certitude. The establishment of the 
eight -hour workday is not alone a sub- 
stantial good In itself, but contains po- 
tential possibilities in future advance. 
Leisure is opportunity, opportunity is 
the gateway to 'new worlds of thought 
and act. This new world is whither our 
union pilgrimage marches. 

We agree with the President that too 
much attention cannot be devoted by the 
trade union movement in general to the 
discussion of this all-important subject. 

CHILD LABOR. 

The child of to-day contains the cit- 
izen of to-morrow. No country can af- 
ford to squander the possibilities of its 
young for commercial gam. For botn 
economic and ethical reasons, unionism 
demands the abolition of child labor. 

We approve the spirit of Resolutions 
153 and 154, and welcome the co-opera- 
tion of all social forces which make for 
saving the child for the school or home. 

Wo are not, however, in favor of re- 



lying upon the national government for 
the enactment of uniform legislation upon 
this subject, but believe that the work 
of educating public sentiment should bo 
vigorously carried on in all the State a 
until the State legislatures realise the un- 
wisdom of destroying or impairing the 
human material cut of which the future 
structure of the republic must be 
reared. 

CHINESE EXCLUSION FROM ALL 
AMERICA. 

The committee recommends concur- 
rence by the Convention in the views 
expressed and the action taken by the 
President In this matter. Particular 
emphasis should be laid upon the follow- 
ing statement in the President's Report: 

"We all want the fullest and freest 
opportunity of trade with China, but It 
ought not and must not be either secured 
or maintained at the cost of the protec- 
tion and safety of American life and 
American standard of civilisation." 

The committee appreciates the senti- 
ments expressed by President Roosevelt 
regarding the maintenance of "our Na- 
tional policy towards Chinese immigra- 
tion." It appears, however, that the 
policy is endangered by the "executive 
order" recently Issued by the President 
of the United States. These statistics of 
Chinese immigration since the Issuance 
of the "executive order" show a marked 
increase, attributable mainly to relaxa- 
tion in the enforcement of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act. This fact should be called 
to the attention of President Roosevelt, 
in accordance with the latter' s sugges- 
tion to President Gompers and Vice 
President Duncan. The Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act and all similar legislation 
should be enforced primarily In the in- 
terests of the American people. 

If inconvenience or hardship necessa- 
rily arises from the enforcement of such 
legislation, the fact is to be regretted; 
but it cannot be taken as in any degree 
Justifying a departure from the proce- 
dure which experience shows Is neces- 
sary for the purposes in view. The Chi- 
nese Exclusion Act should be maintained 
intact Particular efforts should be 
made to prevent the adoption of any 
measures looking to an enlargement of 
the number embraced under the "ex- 
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empted classes." The present exemp- 
tions in this regard are sufficiently lib- 
eral for all purposes and just to the 
Chinese, and cannot be enlarged without 
Injustice to ourselves. 

We should Insist upon that construc- 
tion of the law which declares that all 
Chinese, other than members of the 
"exempted classes," are excluded from 
United States and all territory thereof. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that 
numbers of Chinese are now employed 
in the Navy Yard at Cavlte, Philippine 
Islands. Protests should be made 
against this action on the part of the 
authorities in that locality, as being a 
violation of the spirit of the law and 
calculated to weaken the moral effect 
of the latter in the minds of our wards 
in those islands. 

Resolution No. 91. — By Delegate Ed. 
Rosenberg, of the Seattle Central Labor 
Council. 

WHEREAS, Congress, after tho most thor- 
ough investigation, lasting for over thirtv 
years, has passed laws excluding Chinese 
laborers from the United States; and 

WHEREAS, It is apparent that powerful 
agencies are now at work to have the Chinese 
Exclusion law so modified as to admit Chineso 
laborers into the United States, and espec- 
ially into its possessions in the Pacific, we 
holding that this agitation is fostered — 

First — By the steamship and railroad com- 
panies owning vessels engaged in the trans- 
Pacific trade, which hope to reap a rich har- 
vest in the transportation of Chinese labor- 
ers. 

Second — That the Hawaiian sugar planters, 
unwilling to pay current wages to prevailing 
labor in the islands, desire cheap Chinese 
labor at lower wages. 

Third — That a certain class of German, 
British and American capitalists in the 
Philippine islands are clamoring for Chinese 
labor to displace Filipino labor, knowing 
full well that all classes of Fillipinos hate 
the Chinese worse than the Americans do, 
and that the importation of Chinese labor 
into the Philippines would be the signal for 
a general uprising of the Philippine peoplo 
against American rule, but for which calam- 
ity the capitalists do not care, believing that 
the American government would at all haz- 
ards put down such uprising to uphold the 
pre stipe of the nation, and that then these 
capitalists would have a free hand to ex- 
ploit with Chinese labor these islands and 
thi Ir people. 

Fourth — That certain monetary interests 
in this country desire, for selfish reasons, to 
lower the standard of living and the inde- 
pendence of the American workingmen, and 
are asking for the admission into this coun- 
try of Chinese servants and laborers, to be 
under contract for a number of years and 
to be confined to these callings only, which, 



in effect, would mean slavery of such Chinese 
to their masters if the laws were enforced, 
or, what is more likely, would result in 
such imported Chinese labor drifting into 
all callings, as enforced labor of one man to 
another, though the slave be a Chinese, 
is repugnant to present American sentiment 
and custom. 

Fifth — That the so-called Chinese boycott 
against American goods is, according to our 
best information and belief, a manipulation 
by the before mentioned monetary interests 
to force Congress to so modify the Chinese 
exclusion laws as to permit the importation 
of Chinese into the United States and *ts 
possessions in the Pacific; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, that it 
not only protests against any attempt to open 
our country or its possessions to Chinese 
labor, but also most emphatically urges that 
the exclusion laws now in force against 
Chinese laborers should be applied by Con- 
gress to Japanese and Koreans, for the ad- 
mission of these Mongolians to our country 
is bound to be followed by the lowering of 
wages and the deterioration of the people of 
the Caucasian race; further, be it 

RESOLVED, That the foregoing resolu- 
tions axe the unanimous expression of the 
Central Labor Council of Seattle and vicinity, 
adopted at its regular meeting October 18, 
1905, and to be introduced at the Pittsburg 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor by the delegates of that Council. 

Committee recommends concurrence. 



Resolution No. 77— By Delegate A. Fu- 
ruseth, of the International Seamen's 
Union: 

WHEREAS. Chinese, having no cer- 
tificate of domicile within the United 
States, nor being of the exempted 
classes, are employed as seamen on 
vessels of the United (States; and 

WHEREAS, Our courts have repeat- 
edly held that the American vessel is 
American soil, being part of the State 
in which the vessel is registered; and 

WHEREAS, Our country has gone to 
war to vindicate this principle, in case 
of seamen forcibly removed; and 

WHEREAS, This principle has been 
repeatedly invoked to keep Chinese in 
this country; therefore, be it 

RESOL.VED, That this Convention of 
the A. F. of L. calls upon the President 
of the United States to instruct the De- 
partment of Commerce and Labor to 
cause this violation of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act to be stopped. 

This resolution deals with an import- 
ant aspect of the Chinese labor question. 
Large numbers of Chinese are em- 
ployed on American vessels to the total 
exclusion of American seamen. All the 
great steamship companies in the Trans- 
Pacific trade man their vessels with 
Chinese. This, besides being a flagrant 
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violation of the law, the Chinese 
so employed being practically imported 
to the United States, is dangerous to 
the safety of life and property afloat, 
and so declared by the highest courts of 
the country. The committee also calls 
attention to the fact that Chinese are 
employed to a large extent in our naval 
vessels, a fact which should also be 
noted in any representations made to 
the President of the United States. The 
President being directed by the Consti- 
tution to see that laws of the land are 
faithfully enforced, it seems proper that 
these violations should be called to his 
attention. The committee therefore 
recommends concurrence in the resolu- 
tion. 

Resolutions No. 9, by James G. Cain, 
International Photo Engravers, and No. 
11, by T. J. Sullivan, Thomas S. Farrell 
and Jerre L. Sullivan, of the Hotel and 
Restaurant Employes* International Al- 
liance and Bartenders' International 
League of America, relative to the same 
subject— Japanese immigration— are 

practically identical in language. The 
subject was dealt with by the San Fran- 
cisco Convention in a manner similar to 
that proposed by the resolutions now 
before the committee. The committee 
therefore recommends the substitution 
of the San Francisco resolution for Res- 
olutions No. 9 and 11. The substitute 
reads as follows:: 

"WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the i pass- 
age and enforcement of the Chinese M- 
• elusion Act, has been succeeded by an- 
other similar in general character but 
much more threatening in its possibili- 
ties, to- wit: The immigration to the 
United States and insular territory of 
large and increasing numbers of Japan- 
ese and Korean laborers; and 

-WHEREAS, The American public 
sentiment against immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystalizea 
In the enactment of the Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act finds still stronger justification 
in demanding prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the im- 
migration of Japanese and Korean la- 
bor on the grounds (1) that the wages 
and living standard of such labor are 
dangerous to and must, Mf granted rec- 
ognition in the United States prove de- 
structive of the American standards in 
these essential respects; (2) that the ra 
cial incompatibility as between the peo- 
ple of the Orient and the United States 
presents a problem of race preservation 
which it is our imperative duty to solve 
in our own favor, and which can only be 
thus solved by a policy of exclusion; and 



"WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion of these Oriental races in our in- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatttned, and partly accomplished, 
extension of that system to the Pacific 
Coast and other western localities of the 
United States constitutes a standing 
danger not only to the domestic peace, 
but to* the continuance of friendly re- 
lations between the nations concerned; 
therefore be it 

"RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in its tweroty-fifth an- 
nual Convention, that the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be en- 
larged and extended so as to perma- 
nently exclude from the United States 
and its insular territory, all classes of 
Japanese and Koreans, other than those 
exempted by the present terms of that 
Act; further 

"RESOLVED, That these resolutions 
be submitted, through the proper ave- 
nues, to the Congress of the United 
States, with a request for favorable con- 
sideration and action by that body." 

During the past year this resolution 
has been indorsed by a large number of 
labor organizations and fraternal bodies. 
Japanese and Korean Exclusion Leagues 
have been organized in San Francisco 
and other cities of the West, which 
bodies are now carrying on an active 
campaign. The work of these bodies is 
a commendable one and should receive 
the support and co-operation of organ- 
ized labor and all friends of a higher 
standard of living. 

The Legislature of California, on 
March 7th, 1906, adopted a resolution on 
the subject as follows: 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 10. 

Adopted March 7, 1906. 

(Stats, of California, 1906, Page 1,060.) 

WHEREAS, The constantly increasing 
Immigration of the subjects of the Jap- 
anese Empire into the Pacific Coast 
States and Territories, and particularly 
into the State of California, has become, 
and is now, a serious menace to the 
well-being and prosperity of those States 
and Territories, and particularly to the 
people of California, demanding the tak- 
ing of immediate steps looking to the 
stay thereof; and 

WHEREAS, It IS well known and gen- 
erally recognized and acknowledged 
that, among many other facts and rea- 
sons justifying an apprehension of great 
danger— because of the growing and 
threatened invasion of our State by 
Japanese immigrants, the following are 
capable of exact proor, and do exist: 

I. That the Japanese laborers, by rea- 
son of race, habits, mode of living, dis- 
position, and general characteristics, are 
a wholly undesirable and unsatisfactory 
addition to the population. 
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II. That the Japanese laborers are 
debarred from naturalization, and can- 
not, if they desired— vr'u'ch they do not 
—become citizens, cud thereby exercise 
the privileges and responsibilities o*. 
citizenship. 

III. That the Japanese laborers do 
not evince any inclination to assimilate 
with our people, or to become Ameri- 
cans. They remain as they come, Jap- 
anese, and possessing no regard for re- 
publican institutions, continue to con- 
sider themselves subjects of the country 
of their nativity, and loo* only to the 
time when they may be able to return. 

IV. That the Japanese Immigrants 
now crowding to our shores are, as a 
class, and with few exceptions, contract 
laborers, obligated to serve long pe- 
riods of labor for small wages, and, 
thereby, and as the result of srch con- 
ditions, our communities are being filled 
with a servile class of laborers, which 
exists In a state of slavery in substance 
and effect, if not in name. 

*.? r -*V 1B ' t the Japanese laborers are not 
hired individually, but in gangs, ana 
from a contractor who has entire con- 
trol of their services, and who, by the 
terms of the obligation under whicn 
they are brought to the country, is 
enabled to furnish them at such places, 
in such numbers, for such times, and. at 
such wages as may be agreed between 
the contractor and employer. 

VI. That the contractor for Japanese 
labor, by reason of the favorable terms 
of his agreement, is enabled to, and is 
accustomed to supply Japanese laborers 
wherever desired in this State at rate* 
which do not supply a white man wltn 
the common necessaries or life, mucn 
less enable him to provide for his fam- 
ily or to educate his children. 

VII. That the Japanese contract la- 
borers have already gained control of 
numerous branches of industry in thi» 
State, and by reason of the low rate o* 
wages paid for the work, have forceu 
all white laborers therefrom, and they 
are constantly crowding into other av- 
enues of labor and drtvmg our own 
workmen from occupations to whicn 
they have been accustomed, and from 
which they have heretofore gained a 
livelihood. 

VIII. That the Japanese laborers will, 
within a brief period, unless their Immi- 
gration be limited in some reasonable 
degree, occasion great distress and mis- 
cry to the white laborers of the State, 
by depriving them of the opportunity to 
secure work at wages sufficient for sup- 
port. 

IX. That the Japanese laborers do 
not employ any of tjieir savings in the 
building up of the communities wherehi 
they may for a time reside. They are 
mere transients, coming only to do the 
particular work for which their contrac- 
tor has agreed to furnish them, and go- 
ing, at its completion, to another place, 
to which they have in like manner been 
allotted. They do not buy lands for 
homes. They do not build nor buy 
houses either for business or home pur- 



poses. They contribute nothing to th« 
growth of the State. They add nothing 
to its wealth, and they are a blight 
upon the prosperity of it, and a great 
and Impending danger to its welfare. 

X. The labor troubles in Hawaii have 
caused great numbers of Japanese labor- 
ers, such as have been hereinbefore de- 
scribed, to make their way to thi* 
State, there being now not less than Ave 
hundred each month landed at the port 
of San Francisco, and while the present 
rate of Increase in Immigration is suf- 
ficient to justify the fears which are 
Justly entertained, we cannot but re- 
gard with the greatest sense of danger 
and disaster the prospect that the close 
of the war between Japan and Russia 
will surely bring to our shores hordes, 
to be counted only in thousands, of the 
discharged soldiers of tne Japanese 
army who will crowd the State with im- 
moral, intemperate, quarrelsome men. 
bound to labor for a pittance, and to 
subsist on a supply with wfcich a white 
man can hardly sustain lire; therefor* 

RESOLVED, by the Senate, the As- 
sembly, jointly, In view of the facta 
and reasons aforesaid, and of many 
others that might be stated, that we. 
the representatives of the people of the 
State of California, do urgently and 
strongly ask and request, and, so 
far as It may be proper, demand, for the 
protection of the people of this State, 
and for the proper safeguarding of tnetr 
lnterests, that action be taken without 
delay by treaty of otherwise, as may be 
most expeditious and advantageous, 
tending within reasonable bounds, to 
limit and diminish the further immigra- 
tion of Japanese laborers into the United 
States. 

That our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress be, and they are 
hereby requested and directed to bring 
the matters aforesaid to the attention 
of the President and the Department of 
State. 

That the Governor be reauested *o 
forward a copy of the foregoing pream- 
ble and of thes^ resolutions to the 
President and the Secretary of State. 

That a copy of the foregoing pream- 
ble and resolutions be forthwith for- 
warded by mail to our Senators and 
Representatives and to our Senator and 
Representatives-elect. 

The committee regards it as impera- 
tive that earnest, vigorous and sustained 
action be taken to check the influx of 
Japanese and Korean labor. The evil 
arising from the competition of this 
class of labor is already well pronounced 
and is rapidly Increasing. Unless effec- 
tually checked the American people 
must prepare to surrender their right 
to the occupancy and use of American 
soil in many important sections of our 
country. The committee, for these rea- 
sons, recommends adoption of the sub- 
stitute for Resolutions 9 and 11. • 
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INJUNCTIONS, THEIR USB AND 

ABUSE. 
Your committee heartily agrees with 
-what the President said in his report, 
and your committee would add thereto 
that injunctions always have been a pre- 
rogative of sovereignty, delegated at 
times, used direct at others. It came to 
us from England in the same way as our 
common law and the Habeas Corpus. 
It had been within the last hundred 
years limited to the protection of prop- 
erty rights and had nothing to do with 
the enforcement of personal rights. It 
was under this construction and limita- 
tion that it was adopted into our judi- 
cial system. The usual argument in fa- 
vor of its use in labor disputes is that 
It is needed to protect the property- 
business— of the party against whom th« 
strike or boycott is levied, and that the 
labor organization, or the members there- 
of, being unable to respond in damages, 
there is no other remedy at law. The pre- 
sumption is that the ownership of- an 
industrial plant and the contract to de- 
liver manufactured goods carries with 
It a right to so much labor as is neces- 
sary to run the plant; otherwise, now 
could any property interest be mvolvea 
in either tine strike or the boycott , 
which is purely an exercise of personal 
rights in combination with others? 

Your committee finds that the Citizens 
Industrial Association takes strong 
grounds against strikes and boy. 
cotts, and says: "No industry shall be 
interfered with, nor the service of any 
trolley line or railroad impaired either 
by the owner or employes." And they, 
therefore, recommend' arbitration. In 
connection with this your commit- 
tee desires to call attention to 
a so-called anti-injunction bill intro- 
duced in last Congress, the substance 
of which bill was that no injunction 
should be issued by any judge until he 
had heard both sides. The result of 
such legislation would inevitably be to 
make him the arbitrator in labor dis- 
putes and to confer upon him the power 
to use the wrtt of injunction to enforce 
his decree. Your committee recom- 
mends that the American Federation of 
Labor use all its power to prevent the 
passage of any such legislation, and 
that in place thereof. H. R., 89, known 



as the Anti-Injunction Bill, introduced 
in the last Congress, at the instance of 
the American Federation of Labor, be 
again re -introduced, and that all efforts, 
be made for its passage. 

Your committee, believing, upon most 
careful investigation, that the injunc- 
tions as used in labor disputes are un- 
constitutional, recommend that Resolu- 
tion No. 106, introduced by Delegates 
F. J McNulty, William E. Kennedy and 
Stephen J. Fay, of this International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, be 
amended to read as follows: 

WHEREAS, It is apparent to the 
members of organized labor that there is 
a decided tendency on the part of the 
Courts, by using injunctions, to restrict 
the personal freedom of members of 
Unions while locked out or on a strike; 
and 

WHEREAS. It Is highly important to 
organized labor that these tendencies be 
resisted by a case being taken to the 
Supreme Court of the United States for 
a ruling by that tribunal; and 

WHEREAS, Many Injunctions have 
been Issued against labor organizations 
involved In strikes and lockouts in sev- 
eral cities of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Competent legal advice 
indicates that said injunctions are un- 
constitutional, and would not be upheld 
by the Supreme Court of the United 
States; therefore, be ft 

RESOLVED. That the Executive 
Council Investigate the injunctions now 
pending in the various courts and se- 
lect one that they In their judgment 
deem of the greatest importance to or- 
ganized labor, and place the same in 
the hands of competent attorneys to 
carry to the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States to test its constitutionality. 

Respectfully submitted 

A. FURUSETH. 

Chairman, 
P. H. SWEET. 
JAMES WILSON. 
THOMAS F. TRACY, 
JOHN S. HENRY, 
FRANK K. FOSTER, 

Secretary. 

Delegate Furuseth— There is one phase 
of the report the committee has not 
been able to prepare. That will be pre- 
sented at a later date. 

Delegate McNulty — I move that we 
approve of the report as a whole as far 
as read. (Seconded.) 

It was moved as an amendment by 
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Delegate Mahon that further considera- 
tion of the report of the committee be 
deferred until the full report could be 
presented, and then let it be taken up 
seriatim. 

The motion to defer was taken up and 
carried. 

Delegate Mae Keough — I rise to make 
a motion in behalf of the committee ap- 
pointed to assist in bringing about a 
Settlement between the collar workers 
and their employers In Troy. I do not 
at all doubt the skill and ability of the 
committee appointed by our President, 
but I feel if we had on that committee 
President Gorapers, it would have more 
weight. I therefore move that he be 
appointed as a member of that commit- 
tee. 

Vice President Duncan — If there are 
no objections the chair will appoint 
President Gompers as an additional 
member on that committee. 

There being no objections, President 
Gompers was appointed a member of 
the committee. 

Delegate Thomas Harrison, for the 
Committee on Organisation, reported as 
follows: 

Resolution No. 29 — By O. W. Woodman of 
the Fort Worth (Texas) Trades Assembly: 

WHEREAS, There are more than 500,000 
organized farmers in the cotton growing 
States of the South who are pledged to buy 
union -made goods and to oppose the trusts 
and trust-made goods; and, 

WHEREAS, Wherever trades unionists 
have visited them and explained to them 
the difference between union-made and non- 
union made articles union-made goods have 
always been given the preference, to the ex- 
tent that in many localities in Texas trust 
goods and sweat shop goods have entirely 
disappeared; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the 
American Federation of Labor, in twenty- 
fifth convention assembled, that the interna- 
tional officers of all organizations using la- 
bels should join in an effort to place in the 
South several organizers whose duty it 
would be to devote their entire time for one 
year at least to the task of assisting the 
Farmers' Union and explaining to its mem- 
bers the usage of the different labels, how 
they can be obtained, and the effect the 
label has in the way of increasing wages and 
furnishing employment to the unemployed. 

For Resolution No. 29 your committee 
offers the following substitute: 

That the Executive Council be in- 
structed to correspond with the various 
International, National, Central and Lo- 



cal Unions affiliated with the America'' 
Federation of Labor, advising them te 
render whatever assistance they can In 
disseminating among the farmers Infor- 
mation concerning the uses, advantagef 
and purposes of the union labeL 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 88— By Delegate David 
S. Jones, of the Michigan Federation of 
Labor; 

WHEREAS, For year* past the 8tate 
of Michigan has received but little at- 
tention from the American Federation 
of Labor in the way of organisers, and 
it has been thoroughly demonstrated that 
the labor movement of any State Is 
greatly benefited by having a good State 
federation; and 

WHEREAS, A great amount of or- 
ganizing has been done, which has put 
the Michigan Federation of Labor to a 
great deal of trouble in organizing ttu. 
non-union men and women and gather- 
ing them into the fold; and further, be- 
cause it is the unanimous wish of or- 
ganized labor in Michigan, that we be 
given a general organizer; therefore, be 

RESOLVED. By this Convention that 
the Executive Board of the American 
Federation of Labor be requested to ap- 
point an organizer, who shall spend at 
least six months in Michigan, to assist 
In building up the unorganized workers; 
further 

RESOLVED, That the delegate of the 
Michigan Federation of Labor to the 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor be hereby instructed to present 
said resolutions to the Convention. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 38 be referred to the 
Executive Council. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

President Gompers m the chair. 

Resolution No. 73 — By Delegate Q. 
D. Gatnard, of the Central Federated 
Union of New York City, N. Y.: 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union believes it to be for the best In- 
terests of organized labor, to have as 
many unions affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor as possible; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The Brass Molders* Inter- 
national Union jf North America has de- 
cided to apply for affiliation with the 
American Federation of Labor; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the Twenty-flfth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor grant a charter to 
the said International Union applying. 

Committee non-concurred In the 
Union, and recommended that the 
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bet* of the* Bras* Holders' Union of 
North America affiliate with the Iron 
Molders' Union of North America. 

it was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

A motion was made that the matter 
be referred to the Executive Council. 

The motion was seconded but not 
carried. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then voted on and car- 
ried. 

Resolution No. 70— -By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint* 
en, Decorator* and Ifeporhsmger* of 
America: 

WHEJRBAB, The charter granted *y 
the American Federation of Labor to 
the International Association of Car 
Workers is construed by said Associa- 
tion to mean that "they" have Jurisdic- 
tion over "painters" in the Car Indus- 
try, jurisdiction and control over whom 
has been conceded and granted to the 
Brotherhood ot Painters, Decorators ana 
Paperhanger8 of America by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and tn view 
of the fact that said Car Workers' As- 
sociation continued to Ignore the man- 
dates of the American Federation of 
Labor; now, therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Association of Car Work- 
ers be so amended that It will prevent 
the Oar Workers' International Asso- 
ciation from admitting or retaining any 
painters in its organization. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The motion was discussed by Delegates 
Richardson, Kldo. Tazelaar, Ramsey, 
Dunn and Quick. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then voted on and car- 
ried. 

Resolution No. 74— By Delegate Ed- 
ward J. McCuTlen. of the St. Louis Cen- 
tral Trades and Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Steam fitting 1b recog- 
nized and admitted as a distinct and 
separate trade; and 

WHEREAS, The memoers of the In- 
ternational Steam Fitters' Association 
have demonstrated their loyalty to trade 
union principles under trying conditions, 
thereby proving their worth and ability 
to govern themselves; and 

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 2, Con- 
stitution of the A F. of L., specifically 
guarantees and ordains that each trade 



is entitled to self-government without 
any deviation or modi tl cations; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F, of JU 
hereby grants a charter of affiliation to 
the International Association of Steam. 
Hot Water and Power Pipe Fitters and 
Helpers of America, 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in, 

Delegate John MltcheH— I rise to a 
point of order. As chairman of the 
committee I wish to say that my views 
are not in aocord with the decision of the 
majority of the eommHtee. 

President Gompers— You may state 
your point of order. 

Delegate Mitchell— At the Louisville 
Convention the following was adopted 
and appears in the report of the Griev- 
ance Committee: 

"When a dispute has ones been decid- 
ed upon by this Convention, neither par- 
ty shall have the right to introduce It 
again for the period of three years, un- 
less tt can convince the Executive Coun- 
cil previous to the meeting of the annu- 
al Convention that it has new evidence 
of an essential character at its disposal, 
or that conditions have so changed tha«. 
the interest of the general movement 
would be best served by the reopening 
of the case. If there be sufficient merit 
in these representations, in the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council, they 
shall recommend Its further considera- 
tion to the Convention, or give it con- 
sideration themselves, if agreeable to 
the parties interested." 

Three years have not elapsed since this 
report was considered by a Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
Section 11, of Article IX. of the Con- 
stitution of the American Federation of 
Labor provides that, "No charter shall 
be granted by the American Federation 
of Labor to any National, International, 
Trade or Federal Labor Union without a 
positive and clear definition of the trade 
jurisdiction claimed by the applicant, and 
the charter shall not be granted If the 
jurisdiction claimed is a trespass on 
the jurisdiction of existing affiliates 
unions without the written consent of 
such unions." 

My information is that the Steam 
Fitters have not given the American 
Federation of Labor a statement as to 
the Jurisdiction they claim. I, therefore, 
rise to the point of order that this mat- 
ter cannot be properly considered by 
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t this Convention of the American Fed- 
. eratlon of Labor. 

President Oompers — The chair will 
reserve his decision on this point of or- 
der until he can consult the law. The 
chair does not wish to render haphazard 
the decision on the point raised. 

Treasurer Lennon — I move that action 
on this subject matter be deferred, and 
that the committee proceed with the 
balance of its report. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and' Secretary Harrison, of the commit- 
tee, proceeded with the report as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 82 — By Delegate Hugh 
Falvey, of the American Broiberhood of 
Cement Workers: 

WHEREAS, Owing to the antagonism 
of the Citizens' Alliances and kindred or- 
ganizations, the American Brotherhood 
of Cement Workers cannot continue 
the good work of organising the numer- 
ous body of men laboring at cement 
work; therefore, be It 

RE80LVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor appoint an organiser 
for a period of six months, which ac- 
tion we believe will be or the greatest 
help to the American Brotnernood or 
Cement Workers, which has ceased or- 
ganising for want of funds. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the v report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 83 — By Delegate John 
T. Smith, of Kansas City: 

WHEREAS, A committee of the Stone 
Masons' International Union No. 2 and 
No. 7048, A. F. of L., respectfully asks 
your honorable body to take up the 
protest of the B. and M. I. U. against 
the affiliation of the Stone Masons' In- 
ternational Union as a national body, 
and asks how long such protest is to 
stand, as since the protest was entered 
the B. and M. I. U. has taken two ref- 
erendum votes nn the matter of affilia- 
tion, and the last vote was more against 
affiliation than the first; and 

WHEREAS, We, as Stone Masons, be- 
lieve in trade autonomy, we being a 
separate and distinct trade from the 
brick masons, recognized as such by all 
national bodies, from which we get, and 
to which we give support, except the 
brick masons, whose laws forbid their 
affiliation with any National or Central 
Body; 

Therefore we earnestly appeal to 
your honorable body in convention as- 
sembled, to give due consideration to 



the appeal of the 8. M. I. U. for affil- 
iation with the A. F. of L., as a na- 
tional organization. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be non-concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 134 — By Delegate Jaa, 
J. Foley, of the Metropolitan Associa- 
tion of Double-Drum Holster Runners 
No. 11275: 

WHEREAS, The best Interests of or- 
ganised labor can be served if unions 
act jointly and aid and assist each other 
morally; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-flftu 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor does hereby urge 
and request the International Union of 
Steam Engineers, Local Union No. 184, 
to extend such fraternal aid as it is 
capable of to the Metropolitan Associa- 
tion of Double-Drum Holster Runners 
of New Tork City. 

The commfttee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate R. A. McKee, International 
Union of Steam Engineers — I desire to 
state that I met with the introducer of 
this resolution and agreed to do every- 
thing in my power to help carry out the 
sense of the resolution. I take this op- 
portunity, however, to enter an objec- 
tion to this form of doing business. This 
controversy has been on for some time, 
and has never been brought to the at- 
tention of the International Union of 
Steam Engineers. Had our attention 
been called to this, an endeavor would 
have teen made to settle the matter 
without taking up the time of this Con- 
vention. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was voted on and carried. 

Delegate Owen Miller, for the Com- 
mittee on Boycotts, reported as fol- 
lows: 

Tour Committee on Boycotts, after 
carefully considering the resolutions re- 
ferred to It, begs leave to respectfully 
submit the following report: 

Resolution No. 7 — By Delegate Ed- 
ward J McCullen. of the St Louis Cen- 
tral Trades and Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The Central Trades and 
Labor Union of St. Louis, after careful 
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Investigation, and after having exhausted 
every possible means of securing an 
agreement with the Kern Barber Sup- 
ply Co., of St. Louis, has placed said 
firm on the "We don't patronise** list, 
at the request of the Machinists', Wood- 
workers, and Metal Polishers' organisa- 
tions; and 

WHEREAS, The international organi- 
sations of the trades mentioned, as well 
as the Upholsterers' International organ- 
ization (which since the levying of the 
boycott has Joined with the other trades 
mentioned), have endorsed said boycott, 
thereby making it practically an Inter- 
national boycott; therefore be It 

RESOLVED That the Kern Barber 
Supply Co., of St. Louis, Mo., be and is 
hereby placed on the "We don't pat- 
ronise" list of the American Federation 
of Labor, and that all affiliated organ- 
izations be made aware of such action 
In the usual manner. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

President Gompers— The chair desires 
to know whether or not this matter has 
had the attention of the Executive 
Council. 

Delegate Miller— I do not know. I 
asked the gentleman who Introduced 
the resolution if all the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor had 
had been complied with, and he said 
they had. I do not know whether this 
has been before the Executive Council 
or not 

President Gompers— If it has not, the 
chair can take no cognisance of the 
matter. 

Delegate McCullen— I move that the 
entire matter be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council, with the Instructions to 
give the matter the earliest possible 
attention. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Resolution No. 14 — By Delegates A. 
McAndrews and John J. Tierney, of the 
Tobacco Workers' International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers' 
International Union has been and is still 
engaged in a severe contest with the 
American and Continental Tobacco Com* 
panics, commonly known as the "twin 
trusts"; and 

WHEREAS, Said trusts control a large 
proportion of the output in the tobacco 
industry, thus making it difficult for the 
tobacco workers to successfully push a 
boycott against each individual brand 
made by the trust; therefore, be it 



RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its officers and 
organisers give special aid and assist- 
ance to the tobacco wonkers in pushing 
a boycott against each individual brand 
and all brands of tobacco made by both 
the American and Continental Tobaooo 
Trust; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request all affiliated 
unions to assist the Tobacco Workers 
by vigorously pushing a boycott against 
ail brands of tobacco sold in their local- 
ities made by the American and Conti- 
nental Tobacco Trust. 

The committee recommended that the 
9 resolution be adopted, with the follow- 
ing amendment: That the words "aid 
and assistance," in line 3 of the third 
paragraph be stricken out, and the word 
"attention" substituted. 

On motion, the report of the commit* 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 64— By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth, of the Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers: 

WHEREAS. The Corning Brick. Tile 
and Terra Cotta Co.. of Corning, N. T., 
locked out its employes, members of the 
Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Al- 
liance, said action resulting in the dis- 
ruption of the local of the Alliance In 
Corning; therefore be It 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-afth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the Corning Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cbtta Co. be placed on 
the unfair list of this Federation. 

The committee recommended that tht 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 69— By Delegate John 
Pierce, of the Amalgamated Association 
of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers: 

RESOLVED, That the products of the 
American Iron & Steel Company's works, 
located at Lebanon and Reading, Pa., 
consisting of bar iron, nuts, bolts, 
spikes, rivets, washers, etc., be placed on 
the "We don't patronise" list of the A. 
F. of L., because of their determined 
opposition to organised labor, as evi- 
denced by their action in discharging 
employes for joining the A. A. of I., fe. 
and T. W., and their refusal to meet 
any committee or officers representing 
the organisation. 

The committee recommended that thf 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit* 
tee was adopted. 
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Resolution No. 90.— By Delegate Michael 
J. Raid?, Commercial Telegraphers' Union 
of America. 

WHEREAS, The Western Union Telegraph 
Company, a corporation organised tinder the 
laws of New York State, has been from its 
inception unfriendly to organiied labor; and 

WHEREAS, Under the present administra 
tion of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany on every system in the United States 
of America and in toe Dominion of Canada 
controlled by said Western Union Telegraph 
eompany telegraphers have been discharged 
without hearing or notice, simply because 
of their membership in the Commercial Tele- 
graphers' Union of America, a labor unior 
affiliated with the American Federation ui 
Labor; therefore, be it ' 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor In convention assembled con 
Arms 1U settee of two years ago in placing 
the Western Union Telegraph Company on 
the unfair list. *~~*^-# 

The committee made the following 
recommendation : 

We recommend that favorable action 
|)e taken won tbls resolution, In con- 
nection with this resolution the onnv» 
mittee desires to call the attention oi 
the delegates to the necessity of Im- 
oresving It upon the membership of the 
organisations they represent. There are 
thousands of telegrams sent by mem- 
bers of organized labor who are not in 
oflcial positions, and who are not aware 
of toe fact that this cruel exploiter of 
all Its employes, outside of the higher 
officials, |s on the "We don't patronise" 
list of the American Federation of J^a 
bor. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 



Resolution No. AS. — By Delegates R. 
•chirrs, A. A. Myrap, B. Sehearer, Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers' International 
Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The boycott against the Mo 
Kinney Bread Co., of 8t. Louis, Mo., has 
been endorsed, and re-endorsed by the An- 
anal conventions of the A. F. ef L.; end 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread Com- 
pany still refuses to make a settlement with 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers* In 
ternational Union of America ; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-fifth An- 
nnal Convention of the A. F. of L. re- 
affirm the boycott against the McKipney 
Bread Company, of St. Louis, Mo., and In- 
struct the incoming Executive Council to do 
all in their power to force the McKinney 
Bread Company, of St. Louis, Mo., to make 
a settlement wfth the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers' International Union of 
America. 



The committee recommended tbe>t tbo 
resolution be concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 
(Carried.) 

Resolution No, 96, — By Delegate E. Schaer- 
er, A. A. Myrup, R. flohirra, Bakery ao4 
Confectionery Workers' International Union 
of America: 

WHEREA8, The Boycott placed on the 
products manufactured by the Cracker Trust, 
known as the National Biscuit eompany, 
with main office at Chicago, I11 M and having 
branches throughout the country, and 

WHEREAS. It is the chief custom of this 
concern to hire non-union end child labor, 
trying to disrupt the organisation of the 
Bakery and Confectionary Workers* Interna- 
tional Union by discriminating against the 
members; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-nfth An- 
nuel Convention of the A. F. of L, reaffirm 
the boycott on this concern, and through ita 
President request all its affiliated organisa- 
tions to instruct their members not to buy 
any product bearing the stamp of the Na- 
tional Biscuit Company. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No, 97.~-By Delegate R. floW- 
iwig, Factory Trackers w^ (Heck Mo tots' 
Union Ho. U744* 

WHERBA9, factory Truckers and Stock 
Movers' Union No. 11744 of Dayton, Ohio* 
has been placed in jeopardy and its very 
existence threatened through eo n diuVe n e now 
existing sitae National Cash Register com* 
pany, of Dayton, Ohio, and 

WHEREAS, Through these conditions a 
feeling ef mistrust is taking a hold of aot 
only the members ef cur organisation, but 
members of other unions that are employed 
in this factory; and 

WHEREAS, TOs feeling of mistrust » 
causing an alarming decrease in oar mem* 
bersbip; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be instructed to make a thorough investiga- 
tion of the conditions as they exist in said 
factory and declare it either a union or a 
non-union concern. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate W. B. Wilsons-Does this rec- 
ommendation carry with it definite in- 
structions that the Bxecutive Oooncii 
must either declare this institutiou 
union or non-union T 
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Delegate Miller—The committee dis- 
cussed that phase of the resolution, 
and decided that If It was referred to 
the Executive Council they could take 
the matter up and thresh It out. 

Delegate W. D. Wilson— As that is noi 
a very definite answer to my question. 
I move that the whole subject matter 
he referred to the Executive Council. 
That does not carry with it instructions. 

The motion to refer was seconded and 
carried. 

Resolution No. 114— By Delegate A. 
Kelltngton, of the International Union of 
Flour and Cereal Mill Employes: 

WHEREAS, The A. F. of I*, at its 
Twenty-third Annual Convention, at 
Boston Mass., placed all products of the 
Washburn-Crosby Milling Co. on the 
"We don't patronise" list; and 

WHEREAS, This action was reaffirmed 
at the Twenty-fourth Annual Conven- 
tion at San Francisco, Cal.; and 

WHEREAS, It was proven to Presi- 
dent Gompers when he made an invest!' 
gation in person, of the controversy be- 
tween the International UDion of Flour 
and Cereal Mill Employes and the 
Washburn-Crosby Milling Co., May 23d 
to 26th, inclusive, that the union in in- 
terest was Justified in their action; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates 
to the Twenty-fifth Annual Convention, 
reaffirm the placing of the Washburn - 
Crosby Milling Co. on the "We do nov 
patronize" list, and urge that all honor- 
able means be used to have patronage 
withdrawn from the Washburn-Crosby 
Mining Co. until they will show a spirit 
of fairness in dealing with organised 
labor. 

The committee recommended thatt the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 141.— By Delegate A. B. 
Grout, Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, 
Brass Holders, Brass & Silver Workers' 
Union of North America: 

WHEREAS. The members of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass Molders, 
Brass & Silver Workers' Union of North 
America who were employed by the 
Wehrle Stove Company of Newark, 0., 
were forced to cease work on June 2, 
1905, on account of the unjust and arbi- 
trary attitude assumed by the firm; and 

WHEREAS, The entire output of said 
shop is disposed of through the mail order 
house of Sears. Roebuck & Co. of Chi- 
cago, and all attempts of onr international 
organization. Central Trades Council of 



Newark, 0.; the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, a State board of arbitration, a com- 
mittee of citizens and the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
have attempted to adjust this trouble 
without success; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in its twenty-fifth an- 
nual convention assembled, endorse the 
action of the Metal Polishers, Buffers, 
Platers, Brass Molders, Brass & Silver 
Workers' Union of North America in 
placing them on the "We don't patronize" 
list, and place the Wehrle Stove Com- 
pany of Newark, 0., and Sears, Roebuck 
& Co. of Chicago, HI., on the unfair list 
of the American Federation of Labor and 
that the usual course in advertising the 
fact be followed. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation : 

The committee reports favorably on 
this resolution. A thorough investiga- 
tion of the allegations set forth In the 
resolution develops a state of affairs 
that is a reminder of the Peabody re- 
gime in Colorado. It is almost unbe- 
lievable that the outrages committed by 
this corporation occurred in the sup- 
posedly highly civilized State of 
Ohio. Agreements were made by the 
representatives of the company, only to 
be broken. The shop conditions were 
made so obnoxious that the employes 
struck in sheer desperation. The works 
were manned by the toughest Pinkerton 
thugs procurable, and were turned Into 
a fortified stockade. Citizens of Ohio 
were arrested by those alien thugs and 
confined in this stockade and it required 
habeas corpus proceedings through the 
courts of Ohio to secure their release. 
Two men were murdered and a number 
wounded by thase professional strike 
breakers, but up to date none of them 
have been apprehended. 

The firm of Sears, Roebuck & Com- 
pany, of Chicago, 111., who handle the 
entire product of the firm, were con- 
sulted and requested to use their in- 
fluence to arbitrate or settle the diffi- 
culty, but absolutely refused to make 
any effort in that direction. Therefore, 
to make the declaration of unfairness 
effective, they must be included. 

Treasurer Lennon— I move that the en- 
tire matter be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council to take the usual course. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Grout spoke at some length 
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In favor of the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, and claimed that the usuai 
course had been taken in regard to it. 
He asked for immediate action. The 
matter was further discussed by Dele- 
gate Zaring, Delegate Barnes, Vice 
President Duncan, Delegate Miller and 
Delegate Franey. 
Vice President Kidd in the chair. 

It was moved by Delegate Grout, as 
an amendment, that if the Executive 
Council is unable to effect a settlement 



within two weeks that the two firms 
mentioned in the resolution be placed 
upon the unfair list of tne American 
Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Grout, after some discussion, 
changed the amendment to read "thirty 
days," instead of "two weeks." 

The amendment was then seconded, 
and carried, and the original motion as 
amended was adopted. 



On motion the Convention 
journed until 2 p. m. 



was ad- 



SEVENTH DAY— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 p. m., Monday, November 20th, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees— Rice, Yarnell, Loebenberg, 
Feeney, Towey, Foster (W. H.), FarreU 
(T. S.), Roach, Boyle, McCloskey, Duff> 
(T. J.), Dix, Macarthur, Freel. Alexan- 
der, Weir, Skehan, Shoop, Hopwood, 
Roemer, Boettger. Alcorn, Woodman, 
Welter, Bower, Boyd, (F. P.), Bain- 
bridge, Humphrey, Milburn, Haven, 
Creager. Comerford. Gebhart, Rodier, 
Pierce (J. D.), Mitchell (Thos.), Alter, 
Frazier, Baldwin, Sheffield, Ritthamel. 
Ring, Van Dyke, Heasley, Dunne, Far- 
mer, Wise. 

Delegate Owen Miller, for the Commit- 
tee on Boycotts, continued the report of 
that committee, as follows: 

Resolution No. 15«— By Delegate E. L. 
Jordan, of the International Steel and 
Copper Plate Printers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The firm of R. H. Macey 
A Co., of New York City, has persist- 
ently refused to accord to the Plate 
Printers of that city the terms and 
conditions conceded by all fair firms em- 
ploying members of the International 
Steel and Copper Plate Printers' Union; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the said firm of 
R. H. Macey A Co., of the above said 
city, be placed on the "We don't pat- 
ronize" list of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion the report of the commk- 
tee was adopted. 



Delegate Miller— The "We don't pat- 
ronize" list is growing year by year. It 
is true that a few are satisfactorily set- 
tled every year, but not a sufficient 
number to justify the present method* 
of this department of the American 
Federation of Labor. In the opinion of 
the committee, one of tne reasons for 
this unsatisfactory result is that it 
seems a number of organizations that 
secure an indorsement to place a cor- 
poration, firm or person on the "Wv 
don't patronize" list consider this suffi- 
cient to insure success and make no 
further effort to push those boycott** 
Therefore we further recommend tha* 
the Executive Council be requested to 
Investigate the methods adopted and 
carried out by the organisations directly 
Involved in these boycotts, and If they 
find that the organizations most inter- 
ested are not exerting a reasonable ef- 
fort In properly agitating such boycotts, 
they shall be authorized to remove from 
the "We don't patronize" list such cor- 
porations, firms or persons. We would 
further recommend that all State Fed 
erations and Central Bodies take imme- 
diate measures to curtail their unfair 
lists and concentrate all their efforts in 
placing the ban of unfairness upon the 
smallest possible number. 

Many of the local declarations of un- 
fairness are indorsed on the spur oj: 
the moment, often without a thorough 
investigation. 

We must recognize the fact that a 
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boycott means war, and to successfully 
carry on a war we must adopt the tac 
tics that history has shown are most suc- 
cessful in war. The greatest master of 
war said that "war was the trade of 
a barbarian, and the secret of success 
was to concentrate all your forces upon 
one point of the enemy, the weakest, if 
possible." In view of these facts, the 
committee recommends that the State 
Federations and Central Bodies lay 
aside minor grievances and concentrate 
their efforts and energies upon the feast 
number of unfair parties or places in 
their jurisdiction. One would be pref- 
erable. If every available means at the 
command of the State Federations ana 
Central Bodies were concentrated upon 
one such, and kept up until successful, 
the next on the list would be more 
easily brought to terms, and within a 
reasonable time none opposed to fair 
wages, conditions or hours but would 
be brought to see the error of their 
ways and submit to the inevitable. 

Under the present system our efforts 
are largely wasted and our ammunition 
scattered. Let us reduce the boycotts 
to the lowest possible number and con- 
centrate our efforts upon those, and we 
feel certain better results will be ob- 
tained. 

OWEN MILLER, 
HENRY C. BARTER, 
MRS. MAE KEOUGH, 
W. H. DRINKWATER, 
JACOB TAZELAAR, 
H. L. EICHELBERGER, 
HUGH FRAYNE. 
HARRY McCLOSKEY, 
E. W. LEONARD. 

T. A. MEANS. 

Committee. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted as 
a whole as amended. (Carried.) 

Delegate Love— As the grim hand of 
death has removed one of our members 
in Philadelphia, Ernst Kreft, I desire 
at this time to ask unanimous consent to 
the introduction of a resolution of con- 
dolence on his death. 

On motion Mr. Love's request was 
complied with, and the following resolu- 
tion was Introduced, and unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolution No. 164. 

WHEREAS, We have learned with 
deep regret of the death yesterday 



morning, in Philadelphia, of Ernst 
Kreft, a delegate to various Conventions 
of the American Federation of Labor; 
and 

WHEREAS, In his death the labor 
movement, and particularly his own 
union, has suffered a loss both serious 
and lamentable; and 

WHEREAS, His sterling qualities of 
manhood were universally admired, his 
admirable executive ability fully rec- 
ognised, and his faithful devotion to 
trades union principles thoroughly ap- 
preciated by those who knew him; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, In convention assembled, 
that we express our sympathy with the 
family and countless personal friends 
of Ernst Kreft in their bereavement 

RESOLVED, That we extend to his 
Local Union. Philadelphia Typographic- 
al Union No. 2, our sincere condolence 
in their irreparable loss. 

RESOLVED, That copies of these 
resolutions be forwarded to the widow 
of the deceased and to his local union, 
and that a telegram expressive of our 
sentiments be sent the officers of that 
local union. 

Vice President Mitchell— At this morn- 
ing's session in stating my reasons tor 
rising to a point of order, I said the 
Steam Fitters had failed to file with the 
American Federation of Labor a state- 
ment as to the claims made by them. 
I find, however, they have done so. 
That point, however, is incidental to the 
constitutional objections pointed out. 

President Gompers— When Resolution 
No. 74 was under consideration this morn- 
ing, upon the report of the committee, a 
point of order was raised and several 
sections of the Constitution were cited. 
The chair asked for time in order that 
the subject matter presented might be 
considered. The chair now desires to 
make a ruling. Apart from the consti- 
tutional provisions that were quoted 
in support of the point of order, we 
cannot escape from .one which Is para- 
mount to those that were quoted. Sec- 
tion 1, of Article XIV., of the Constitu- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, reads as follows: 

"Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the President of the Federa- 
tion, by and with the* consent of the 
Executive Council, to all national and 
international unions and local bodies af- 
filiated with this Federation." 

In view of the fact that the Consutu- 
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tlon provides that the President, by and 
with the consent of the Executive Coun- 
cil, is the only constituted authority to 
issue charters, it is not within the 
province of the Convention to issue 
charters. The point or order Is there- 
fore sustained. 

Delegate Hart— Would it be in order, 
under the present ruling of the chair in 
regard to the committee's report, des- 
ignating the Convention to Issue a ohar- 
ter to the Steam Fitters, to amend that 
report by a motion that this Convention 
instruct or recommend that the Exec- 
utive Council grant a charter to the 
Steam Fitters. 

President Gompers— This Convention 
has a perfect right to recommend, to 
authorise or to instruct its officials to do 
anything which the Convention desires. 

Delegate Hart— I move you that flu* 
Convention instruct the President and 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor to issue a charter 
to the Steam Fitters' Association. 
(Seconded.) 

Vice President Mitchell— I rise to a 
point of order. The motion practically 
suspends the Constitution of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, which says that 
no charter shall be Issued to any union 
which trespasses upon the jurisdiction 
of another union without that union's 
consent. This motion practically directs 
that a charter shall be Issued to the 
Steam Fitters. I contend that this 
Convention has no authority to direct 
that a charter be issued. 

President Gompers— The point of order 
is well taken. 

Delegate Mc Cull en— I want to say, wltti 
all due respect to the vast experience 
of the Chairman, and although I have 
all confidence In his fairness in these 
matters. I desire to see absolute justice 
done. I feel that the question at Issue 
is of such vita! importance that it 
should have discussion upon this floor, 
and my duty compels me, much against 
my will, to appeal from tjie decision of 
the chair. 

President Gompers— The decision of the 
chair Is appealed from. The delegate 
making the appeal will state the grounds 
for doing so. 

Delegate McCullen— We have been 
hers 1b session da/ a*Ur flay passing 



upon resolutions and questions wherein 
we have instructed the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of JLa- 
bor to do certain things, and I maintain 
that If we have not that right, what 
becomes of the legislation that has al- 
ready been enacted? What becomes of 
all the resolutions referred to the Exec- 
utive Council? If this Convention has 
not the power to Instruct its servants, 
the members of the Executive Council, 
who has power to instruct them? What 
are tnese conventions held for If not fof 
the purpose of discussing these ques- 
tions and instructing our officers to> 
carry out the wishes of the various or- 
ganisations. I believe It would be un- 
just, unfair and absolutely repugnant 
to the spirit of this great Federation to 
refuse to allow men to be heard who 
are knocking at our doors for admis- 
sion. 

That is the reason for my appeal. 

President Gompers— As the respondent 
to this appeal, the chair simply desire* 
to make a plain disposition. I do not 
know to what extent vour president haw 
your confidence or your respect. I only 
know that those of you who know m« 
are fully aware that I am a strong par- 
tisan of the principles I advocate. But. 
regardless of my partisanship, regard- 
less of the fact of how strongly I may 
be committed to any certain declaration 
of policy, or principle, It has been my 
purpose as presiding officer never to al- 
low my personal opinions or my per- 
sonal predilections to sway my judg- 
ment, my fairness and my Impartiality 
as a presiding officer. It is not a ques- 
tion of reflection, either for or against 
my personal judgment as a union man, 
but as President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and the presiding offi- 
cer of this Convention, to interpret the 
law of this Federation as it commends 
itself to my judgment as presiding offi- 
cer, absolutely independent of my per- 
sonal, private opinion as a union man 
and as a man. I have decided the point 
of order simply upon the question of 
the Constitution and its provisions. It 
Is not my desire to make any argument 
further than to say that the question 
of the issuance of charters has been, by 
the American Federation of Labor, ab- 
solutely ceded to the President of the 
Federation, by and with the consent of 
the Executive Council. There is no al- 
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tei native for me as an Impartial pre- 
siding officer but to decide a* I have. 

The appeal from the decision of the 
chair was lost by a vote of 118 to 50. 

Delegate Bold— I now move that this 
Convention recommend to the Executive 
Council that they grant a charter to the 
Steam Fitters' organisation. (Seconded.) 

President Oompers— A recommenda- 
tion and an instruction are practically 
the same thing. The chair would sug- 
gest that the Executive Council be again 
urged to take up the consideration of 
this 'subject 

The motion was discussed by Dele- 
gates DoJd and Jbhannsen. who spoke 
la favor of the motion, and by Delegate* 
Spencer and J. T. Wilson, who opposed 
the motion. 

Delegate X. T. Wilson moved as an 
amendment to tho motion that the au- 
thority to issue a charter be left in the 
hands of the Executive Council of tho 
American Federation of Labor, with 
the understanding that they carry out 
tho policy of the American Federation 
of Labor and look out for the best in- 
terests of all. (Seconded.) 

Vice President Keefe in the chair. 

Delegate Hart— I rise to a point of or- 
der. The amendment, if it has been ac- 
cepted by the chair, is a negative mo- 
tion. 

Vice President Keefe— The point U* 
well taken. 

The matter was further discussed by 
Delegates Conley, Galllard, Walsh, Mc- 
Nulty, McCullen and Sweet, who spoke 
in favor of the adoption of the motion; 
and by Delegates Davlo, W. B. Wilson, 
Alpine and Grimes, who spoke against 
the adoption of the motion. 

Delegate C. P. Shea, of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters— I be- 
lieve our chairman desires to be fair. 
Believing this, I respectfully ask that 
Brother John Mangan, of the National 
Association of Steam Fitters of Amer- 
ica, be heard. I move that he be grant- 
ed the privilege of the floor. 
The motion was seconded and .carried. 
Mr. Mangan spoke at some length in 
favor of the motion. 

The matter was further discussed by 
Delegates Alpine and Spencer. 



On motion of Delegate Robinson de- 
bate was then closed. 

An Aye and Nay vote was taken, but 
the President was unable to decide 
whether the motion was carried or lost. 

A roll call being demanded by a suf- 
ficient number of delegates, Secretary 
Morrison proceeded to call the roll, with 
the following result: 

Ayes— Klapetzky, Noschang, Shanes- 
sy, Smith (George K.), Lowery, Kline, 
Cummins, Dunn, Lovely, Whaley, Walls, 
Hill (O. H.). Legleltner, Duffy (Frank), 
MacFarlane, Swartz, Huber, Yarneh, 
Henry, Richardson, Falvey, Gompers, 
Tracy, Wood, Barnes, O'Brien (John 
R.), Robinson. Loebenberg, Manning, 
Reldy, Donnelly (Patrick J.), Bablitz, 
McNulty, Kennedy, Fay, Winn, Wood 
(J. W.). Healy, Shamp, Morton. Kel- 
llngton, Flannery, Rickart, Noren. Ly- 
ons. O'Brien (William X), Lockwood, 
Mofntt, Maher, Sharvoy, Kenehen. Fits- 
patiick, Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes' Delegation (198% votes), Brady, 
McSoriey, Keough, Longshoremen's 
Delegation (189 votes). Creamer, War- 
ner. Ireland, Wilson (John T.), Boyle, 
Etehelberger, Grout, Downey, Connelly 
(Joseph F.), Ross, Lewis, DeJan, Miller, 
Johnson, S tough ton, Wilson (James), 
Dold, Jordan, Halles, Higglns, Powell, 
Steehle. Means, McCarthy (P. P.), 
Quick. Ramsay, Marr, Reid, Fitzgerald, 
Penje, Furuseth, Macarthur, Harring- 
ton, Kirk, Merriman, Hart, Kelly So- 
derberg, MteKeevef, Shea* Flood, 
Thompson, O'DonaeU, Wendelken, 
Doody, Golden, White, Tierney, McAn- 
drews, Morrison, Foster, Berger, Rngel, 
Kidd, Mulcahy, Braunschweig, Miller 
(Edward W.), Charters, Roberts, Dean, 
Tucker, Byrne, Jones (David 8.), Ma- 
honey, Miller (F. A.), Fatzinger, Con- 
roy. Sweet, McGlllivray, Johannsen, 
Miller (EM ward P.), Linxweiler. Klely, 
Cope, Adams, Maloney (Robert S.), 
Hill (A. EI), Goss, O'Bert. Galllard, 
Guye, Douglas, Grace, Brookshaw, 
Walsh, Morris (J. F.), McCullen (Ed- 
ward J.), Sprague, Hoskowiteh, Foley. 
Cardiff, Blen, Wright Devett, Flynn 
(Michael), Bohm, Pulsipher, Pacelll, 
O'Brien (James J.), Sherier— 8,351% 
votes. 

Nays — Schaerer, Schlrra, Myrup. 
Baine, Bury, Kemper, Priestersbach, 
Zepp, Ward, Hank, Butterworth, But- 
ler. Grimes. Zaring, Sanders, Zucker- 
man, Morris (Max), Feeney, McKee, 
Chambers, Altroan, Hayes, Jenkins, 
Duncan, Lllien, Stemburgh. Hotel and 
Restaurant Employes' Delegation 

(193% votes). Pierce (John), Davio, 
Longshoremen's Delegation (289 votes), 
Drinkwater, CConnell (James), Carder, 
Call, Frayne, Mitchell (John), Wilson 
(W. B.), Ryan, Fahy, Dempsey, Ke- 
ough (M. J.), Frey, Mitchell (Alexander 
R.), Bahlhorn, Grant, Tazelaar, Shee- 
han, Curran. Spencer, Leonard, Alpine, 
Lennon, Noonan, Williams, Powell 
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(George), Hayes (M. 8.), Flynn (Ed- 
ward), Peetz, Clarke, Behrens, Cos- 
grove, Watkins, Jones (James F.), Wall 
(W. T.), Davis (W. A.). Coddlngton, 
Joyce, Rlst, Thomas (H. D.). Puller, 
Thum, Zimmerman, Whiteman, Sheri- 
dan, Smith (John T.). Greenawalt, 
Balnbridge, Garlepy, McLain, Hum- 
phrey, Love. Rosenberg, Klernan, 
Brownfleld, Lavln. Ooldzwlg, Wilson 
(Miss Agnes)— €.580% votes. 

Not Voting— Rice, Damm, Towey. 
Baker, Roach (John), Weber, Carey, 
McCloskey. Cain, Duffy (Thomas J.), 
Dix, Mahon (W. D.), Freel, Brackney, 
Alexander. Weir, Hanraty, Perkins, 
Faison. Hobby, Lindsay, Skehan, Wil- 
laner, Campbell, Shoop, Hopwood, Roo- 
mer, Boettger, Alcorn, Monon, Wood- 
man, Welter, Bower 5 , Boyd. Curry, 
8mlth (H. S.). Milburn, Haven, Burke, 
Creager, Lund, Comerford, Gebhardt, 
Rodier, Pierce (J. D.), Goldstein. Mitch- 
ell (Thomas). Alter, Frazier (T. C), 
Baldwin, Sheffield. Jones (Frank G.), 
Rltthamel, Ring, Van Dyke, Heasley, 
Dunne, Farmer, Wise, Mosses, Gilmour, 
Todd — 603 votes. 

President Gompers — The chair desires 
to state now what he did not care to 
state during the discussion of the ques- 
tion, that it was not a question of tech- 
nicality upon which he based his de- 
cision, nor was it any power or influ- 
ence of numbers which influenced him 
in making that decision. The chair 
did not care to make that statement 
pending the discussion of the question 



because of the influence it might have 
upon the mind of any delegate to this 
Convention, but he deems it absolutely 
essential to say that it was not a ques- 
tion of the power of numbers or a ques- 
tion of technicality, but the absolute law 
which bound him to decide as he did. 

Vice President O'Connell— I move you 
that 10:30 to-morrow morning be set as 
a special order to hear the report of 
the Grievance Committee. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

President Gompers introduced Mr. 
Owen R. Lovejoy, Secretary of the Na- 
tional Child Labor Committee, who 
spoke at considerable length in regard 
to what their committee had done and 
expected to do through co-operation 
with labor unions to secure favorable 
legislation relative to child labor. 

An invitation was extended to Presi- 
dent Gompers by the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Pittsburg to address that body 
on the subject of organised labor as 
viewed by Its opponents and its friends. 
An invitatidh was extended to all the 
delegates to be present. 

The Convention adjourned to meet at 
9 A, M., Tuesday, November 21st 
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The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M., Tuesday, November 21st, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees — Prlestersbach, Richardson 
Damm, Loebenberg, Feeney. Maher, 
Shalvoy. Lillen, Stemburgh, Poster (W. 
H.). Roach, Wilson (J. T.), Boyle, Ross 
(David), Mitchell (A. R.). Miller (6wen). 
Sheehan, Spencer, Leonard. Dix. Means, 
Freel, Noon an, Shea, Kidd, Alexander, 
Roberts, Weir, Dean, Hanraty, Peetz, 
Hobby, Jones (J. C), Skehan, Coddlng- 
ton, Willaner, Shoop, Hopwood, Roemer, 
Boettger, Alcorn, Welter, Bower, Boyd. 
Bain bridge, Curry, Humpnrey, Milburn, 
Love, Haven, Comerford, Gebhart, Ro- 
dier. Pierce, Mitchell (Thomas), Lavin, 
Alter, Foley, Bien. Frazier, Baldwin, 
Sheffield, Jones (F. G.). Ritthamel, Ring, 
Van Dyke, Heasley, Farmer, Wise. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Seteretary Morrison — In accordance 
with the instructions of the Convention, 
I have forwarded the following telegram: 

Pittsburg, Pa., November 20, 1905. 
A. D. Calvert, President, Typographical 

Union No. 2, 512 Odd Fellows' Temple, 

Philadelphia, Pa.: 

The Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor now in session in this 
city, upon being informed to-day of the 
death of Ernst Kreft, an able and faith- 
ful member of your organization, di- 
rected the undersigned to convey its sin- 
cere regret and condolences upon the 
loss sustained. 

FRANK MORRISON. 

Secretary Morrison also read commu- 
nications from Mayor Urquhart, of To- 
ronto, and from D. W. Kennedy and R. 
Hungerford, Secretary and President of 
the Toronto District Labor Council, urg- 
ing that the next convention of the 
American Federation of Labor be held 
in that city. 

Delegate Obert asked in reference to a 
resolution which had been referred to 
the Committee on Resolutions. 

The chairman announced that the res- 
olution was still before the committee 
and would be reported on later. 



Vice President Max Morris in th€ 
chair. 

Delegate Frank K. Foster, .for the 
Committee on President's Report, sub- 
mitted the following supplementary re- 
port: 

THE PRINTERS' EIGHT-HOUR MOVE- 
MENT. 

The contest for the shorter work day, 
in which the printers are now engaged, 
as your President has well pointed out, 
Is not one which can be regarded merely 
from the standpoint of^ that craft. En- 
tered into only after careful deliberation, 
after other means of settlement had been 
exhausted, and with the unanimous ap- 
proval of the San Francisco Conven- 
tion, the printers' present struggle must 
be considered as one in which all of our 
affiliated bodies have a direct concern. 
More than this, as the Citizens' Alliance 
during its convention last week adopted 
resolutions pledging its moral and finan- 
cial support to the members of the Ty- 
pothetae in their attempt to throttle 
the printers* eight-hour movement, it is 
therefore peculiarly incumbent upon us 
to accept the gage of battle there flung 
down, and to declare our steadfast de- 
termination to hold up the hands of our 
brethren who are on the firing line. 

The Typographical Union has by an 
overwhelming referendum vote levied a 
substantial assessment upon its working 
members. It has already established the 
eight-hour day in 268 cities and towns. 
With the provision already made by the 
assessment levied by the Executive 
Council and its own resources, it esti- 
mates that the movement is amply pro- 
vided for for the remainder of the year. 
We therefore recommend that the Con- 
vention reaffirm its solemn pledge to 
support the International Typographical 
Union in its great battle for the eight- 
hour day, indorse the course of the Ex- 
ecutive Council in levying an 
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ment, and recommend that the Execu- 
tive Council continue this support If 
the necessity should still exist after 
January 1st, 1906, in such degree as in 
its judgment the exigencies of the case 
demand and the limitations of expedi- 
ency and the constitution permit. 

WOMEN'S LABEL, LEAGUE. 

We concur in the President's recom- 
mendation, also repeated in Resolution 
No. 87, by Mrs. Charles Hank, that the 
Executive Council be instructed to call 
a meeting- of the Executive Board of the 
Women's International Union Label 
League, and to be represented thereat, 
for the purpose of adjusting any differ- 
ences which may have arisen in that 
very important auxiliary to the work of 
the Federation. 

Vice President Morris — On yesterday 
a motion was passed that the report of 
the Committee on President's Report be 
printed. This was done, and the matter 
will now be taken up seriatim. Is It the 
wish of the Convention that each sec- 
tion be re-read t 

Delegate Goldstein — I move that only 
the headings of each paragraph be read. 

Vice President Morris— If there are 
no objections, this course will be pur- 
sued. 

Delegate Foster, of the committee, 
read the title of the first paragraph, 
"State and Central Bodies/' which was 
adopted. 

The paragraphs approving the Presi- 
dent's recommendation as to the neces- 
sity of stricter discipline in the case of 
directly affiliated unions that neglect to 
attach themselves to State or Central 
bodies, was adopted as read. 

The paragraphs entitled "Labor Move- 
ment in Canada," "The Porto Rican 
Situation," and "Industrial Stagnation 
Averted" were adopted without discus- 
sion. 

The paragraph entitled "Labor's Key 
to Growth" was discussed by Delegate 
Walsh, of San Francisco. It was then 
adopted. 

The paragraph entitled "International 
Brotherhood of Peace" was adopted 
without discussion. 

The paragraph entitled "Enmity, 
Where Friendship Should Abound" was 
discussed at great length by Delegates 



Johannsen, Goldstein, Berger and 
Hayes. 

It was then adopted. 

The paragraphs entitled "Jurisdiction 
and Trade Union Law," "The Union 
Shop" and "The Trade Union Schools" 
were adopted without discussion. 

The paragraph entitled "The Colorado 
Situation and the Western Federation" 
was discussed by Delegates Thum, Jo- 
hannsen, Goldstein and Barnes. 

Delegate Goldstein offered the follow- 
ing addition to the report of the Com- 
mittee on President's Report: 

RESOLVED, That we recognise the 
general policy of the Western Federation 
of Miners to be flagrantly unwise, and 
its attitude as hostile to the American 
Federation of Labor. 

RESOLVED, That our course shall 
yet be one of expectation that the metal- 
liferous miners will yet turn their back 
upon further mismanagement and once 
again live up to the splendid opportuni- 
ties which are presented to a well dis- 
ciplined trade union. 

Vice President Morris— The chair can- 
not accept that resolution. 

The question was further discussed by 
Vice President Duncan* President Gom- 
pers, Delegates Barnes, Kennehan, Ma- 
lum and J. L. Sullivan. 

During the dlscusion Delegate Kenne- 
han announced that if a further consid- 
eration of the matter was deferred until 
a later session the proceedings of the 
last convention of the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners would be placed in the 
hands of the committee. He stated that 
this would show the disposition of the 
money referred to In the commitloe's 
report. 

Delegate Mahon moved that action on 
the section of the committee's report 
under discussion be deferred; that Dele- 
gate Kennehan be instructed to give the 
report spoken of to the committee, and 
that the question be taken up at a later 
session. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Vice President CConnell, for the 
Committee on Grievances, reported as 
follows: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenfy-flfth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 
We, your Committee on Grievances. 

having considered all tke matters) sute- 
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mitted to us, have given a hearing to 
all Interested parties, and submit here- 
with the following report for your con- 
sideration: 

Resolution No. 76 — By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, There appears m the 
printed matter of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor references which lead 
people to believe that several National 
and International Unions are entitled to 
admit Painters, Decorators and Hard- 
wood Finishers, jurisdiction over whom 
belongs absolutely to the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That In all literature 
and charters emanating from the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and Issued 
therefrom, all reference to painters, 
decorators, hardwood finishers and work 
controlled by the aforesaid Brotherhood 
of Painters is hereby ordered eliminated 
from all such printed matter when re- 
ferring to other than the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 26.— By Delegate Anton J. 
Engel, of fko Upholsterers' International 
Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The Carriage and Wagon 
Workers' International Union has permitted 
their local unions to compel members of the 
Upholsterers' International Union of North 
America to affiliate and become members of 
the Carriage and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Carriage and Wagon 
Workers' International officers have en- 
couraged their local unions in that direction, 
and also denied the upholsterers the right to 
follow their calling in Automobile factories; 
and 

WHEREAS, This practice has eansed con- 
siderable dissatisfaction and has been detri- 
mental to the upholsterers and to the Up- 
holsterers' International Union, and if .il- 
lowed to continue will cause considerable 
friction and will weaken and retard the 
progress of both international unions; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-fifth annual 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the Carriage and Wagon Work- 
ers' International Union be and is hereby 
instructed to turn over to the Upholsterers' 
Union of North America every upholsterer 
now holding membership in their organiza- 
tion, and that they be further Instructed not 
to molest or prevent the upholsterers from 
following their legitimate vocation of doing 
upholstering on automobiles. 



The committee made the following 
recommendation : 

Tour committee having ascertained 
that no conference had been held be- 
tween the parties to this controversy, 
recommends fthat representatives of both 
organizations meet in conference in ac- 
cordance with the law of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 124— By Delegates 11. 
Bablitz and P. J. Donnelly, of Coopers' In- 
ternational Union. 

WHEREAS, At a former convention of 
the A. F. of L. the following resolution wag 
adopted: 

"That where there is sufficient cooperage 
for the employment of one or more men 
said men snail belong to the Coopers' In- 
ternational Union," and, 

WHEREAS, Coopers now working in 
breweries in different cities throughout the 
country are compelled to belong to the 
Brewery Workers Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this convention that the above mentioned 
resolution be lived up to by the Brewery 
Workers' Union. 

Resolution No. 132— By Delegates H. 
Bablitz and P. J. Donnelly, of the Coopers' 
International Union 



WHEREAS, The driving, boring, bush- 
ing and nagging of packages in breweries 
in a great many cities is being done by 
members of the Brewery Workers' Union, 
and 

WHEREAS, The driving, boring, bush- 
ing and nagging of packages is part of 
the coopering trade, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it be the sense of this 
convention that such work in the future 
shall be performed by members of the 
Coopers' International Union. 

The committee recommended that both 
resolutions be concurred in. the chair- 
man of the committee stating that the 
representatives of all parties interested 
had appeared before the committee, and 
that the Brewery "Wbrkers' representa- 
tives had agreed to the proposal. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

BOILER MAKERS VS. BRIDGE AND 
STRUCTURAL IRON WORKERS., 

Representatives of both these organ- 
izations appeared before your commit- 
tee and acouiesced in the following; 
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which Is your committee's recommenda- 
tion, to-wit, that representatives of the 
two organizations meet In conference to- 
gether with a representative of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, to be appointed by the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor, to define the line of jurisdiction. 
On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 168— By Delegates O. 
H. Hill, of the Bridgemen, and S. J. 
Fay, of the Electrical Workers: 

WHEREAS, The Machinery Movers' 
Local, 714, affiliated with the Teamsters' 
International Union, are infringing upon 
the jurisdiction of the Building Trades 
In Chicago; and 

WHEREAS, Every possible means 
have been resorted to to bring about 
harmony, but without result; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, In Twenty-fifth Annual 
Convention assembled, order said Team- 
sters' International Union to order 
Local 714. of Chicago, to refrain from 
doing work belonging to the Building 
Trades. 

The committee recommended that this 
resolution be concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The motion was discussed by Delegates 
Flood, Shea, Kennedy, Vice President 
O'Connell and Delegate Hill. 

Delegate Dold moved that the entire 
matter be referred to the Executive 
Council for the purpose of bringing 
about an agreement as to the line of 
demarkation between the trades. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Resolution No. 108 — By Delegate Tito 
Pacelli, of the Rockmen's Protective 
Union No. 10681: 

WHEREAS, The New York City Lo- 
cal of Excavators' Teamsters has an 
agreement with the Contractors' Pro- 
tective Association, agreeing to assist 
the Excavators to load carts, trucks and 
other vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, Such an agreement 
would be disastrous to the Excavators 
in the event of a strike; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Executive Council be 
directed to recommend to the Teamsters' 
Joint Executive Board of New York 
City to refrain from loading carts, 
trucks or other vehicles when the Ex- 
cavators are on strike; but, on the con- 
trary, to afford the Excavators all pos- 
sible aid. 



The committee recommended that this 
resolution be concurred In. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed at length 
by Delegates Flood, Gaillard, Rosenberg. 
Klapetsky and Wendelken. 

Delegate Huber— I move that It be the 
sense of this Convention that this sub- 
ject be referred to the organizations in- 
volved, taking it out of the hands of tiie 
Convention entirely. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

Resolution No. 149— By Delegate Clo. 
F. Dunn, B. M. A I. S. B.: 

WHEREAS, The B. M. ft I. S. B. has 
positive information that engineers in 
breweries, who are members of brewers' 
unions, are putting flues in boilers, which 
work belongs to our organization; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. con- 
vention, here assembled, have the brewery 
workers' union stop engineers from do- 
ing the work that belones to our organ- 
ization. 

The committee recommended that this 
resolution be concurred in. 

Moved and seconded that the report of 
the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates McKee. Dunn, W.' Wood and Vice 
President O'Connell. 

A motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then voted on and ear- 
ned. 

Resolution No. 98. — By Delegate John 
Robert O'Brien, Retail Clerks' International 
Protective Association. 

WHEREAS, The United Trades and Labor 
Council of Erie county. Buffalo, N. Y., and 
vicinity, in violation of the constitution of 
that body, adopted March 8, 1900, and which 
remains in force up to date, has expelled 
from its membership Edward F. Keink, a 
regularly elected delegate from Cigarmakers* 
Local Union No. 2, of Buffalo, if. Y., con- 
trary to the intent of Article 8, Section 2 
of said Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, Such act of the United Trades 
and Labor Council is detrimental to the best 
interests of organised labor of Buffalo, N. Y., 
and vicinity, as well as to the said E. F. 
Keink, and if not remedied will tend to dis- 
rupt the labor movement of that locality; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be In- 
structed to compel the United Trades and 
Labor Council of Buffalo, N. Y., to comply 
with its Constitution, and reinstate said E. 
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F. Keink as a delegate, or that its charter 
ttand revoked unless such action be taken 
within thirty -days from the adjournment of 
this convention; and be it farther 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be requested to send a representative to 
Buffalo, N. Y., to investigate the conditions 
surrounding the labor movement there, with 
the view of remedying existing evils. 

w Resolution No. 94. — By Delegate John 
Robert O'Brien, Retail Clerks' International 
Protective Association. 

WHEREAS, The United States Trades and 
Labor Council, of Erie county, Buffalo, N. 
T. and vicinity, has not as yet complied 
with the decision of the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor, given 
on June 15, 1905, in the matter of John 
R. O'Brien vs. United Trades and Labor 
Council of Buffalo, N. Y. , notwithstanding 
the Retail Clerks' local Union No. 212 has 
written several letters to the United Trades 
and Labor Council, all of which have been 
ignored, and no reply made; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to compel the United Trades and 
Labor Council of Buffalo, N. Y., to comply 
with the decision rendered on July 15, 1909, 
and reinstate John R. O'Brien as delegate, 
or that its charter stand revoked, unlets 
such action be taken within thirty days 
from the adjournment of this convention. 

The committee made the following rec- 
ommendation: 

The subject matter contained in both 
Resolutions 93 and 94 being of the same 
nature, your committee makes the fol- 
lowing recommendation to cover both 
resolutions: That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor appoint a 
representative of organized labor to vis- 
it Buffalo to make an investigation and 
report to the Executive Council, who 
shall enforce the law of the American 
Federation of Labor In the event of its 
being determined that there has been a 
violation of the law upon the part of the 
United Trades and Labor Council of Brie 
County, Buffalo, N. T. And further, 
that all papers in the case as submitted 
to the Executive Council at tfce meeting 
held at Scran ton. Pa., be given to the 
representative selected for his informa- 
tion. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Resolution No. 47— By Delegates Wil- 
liam McSorley and W. C. Davio: 

WHEREAS, The Wood. Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union, do 
hereby enter protest against the actions 



of the Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, as they are trying to disrupt In the 
following ways, our International Union: 

First:— At the Philadelphia Conven- 
tion of the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers' Union, where they passed res- 
olutions to the effect that they would 
grant charters to Metal Lathers' Unions 
throughout the country, which is a di- 
rect violation of the laws of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Second: — They have granted charters 
to men who have seceded and deserted 
our Local Unions during a strike, for 
which offense these men were all fined 
by the Lathers' International Union. 

Third:— We will state that they have 
further disregarded and ignored the ac- 
tions of the San Francisco Convention, 
and openly state that they will not live 
up to the laws of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Fourth: — We further protest against 
the action of their International Presi- 
dent in writing to Arms that we were to 
have conference with, and stating that 
in the future all metal lathing would be 
done by ' the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers' Union, and advising them -not 
to enter into any agreements with the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union 

Fifth:— We further protest against the 
action of the President of the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers, who has 
even gone so far as to visit the locals 
of the Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' 
International Union, and trying to 'get 
them to affiliate with the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers, by giving them false and 
flagrant promises; and 

WHEREAS. All of these tactics 
are against the policies and princi- 
ples of the American Federation 
of Labor, and this action that they have 
taken does not look like fraternity to 
us; nor does it show them to be very 
good exponents of the true principles of 
good trade unionism, in granting char- 
ters to the seceders and deserters from 
the ranks of good bona fide union men; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Convention go on rec- 
ord as disapproving of any organization 
violating agreements and trying to dis- 
rupt bona fide international unions, as 
is clearly shown by the action of the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, at 
recent Convention in Philadelphia; and 
he it further 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor assembled, instruct the 
National Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers to revoke the 
charters of Local No. 90, of Baltimore, 
and Local No. 78. of San Francisco, 
which are composed of seceders and men 
who should come under the jurisdiction 
of the Wood, Wire and Metal Interna- 
tional Union. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



210 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



Your committee recommends that rep- 
resentatives of the two organisations, 
together with a representative of the 
American Federation of Labor, appointed 
by the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, meet in conference and 
-endeavor to draw up a satisfactory 
working agreement. This has been 
agreed to by both parties at interest. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 
(Carried.) 

Delegate J. J. Creamer, on behalf of 
the delegates, presented to each of the 



three fraternal delegates, Messrs. Will- 
iam Mosses and D. Gilmour, of the Brit- 
ish Trades Union Congress, and Mr. Wil- 
liam V. Todd, of the Canadian Trades 
and Labor Congress, a handsome watch. 

Mr. Mosses, on behalf of himself and 
Mr. Gilmour, thanked the delegates, and 
spoke at some length in appreciation of 
the kindness and courtesy they had ex- 
perienced while in* the United States.' 

Mr. Todd also responded In a few well 
chosen words. 

The Convention was then adjourned to 
meet at 2 P. Ml 



EIGHTH DAT— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 P. M., Tuesday, November 21st, Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees — Henry, Robinson (H.). 
Loebenberg, Lilien, Foster (W. H.), 
Roach, Boyle, Ross, Mitchell (A. R.). 
Curran, Spencer, Alpine, Dix, Alexan- 
der, Weir, Hanraty, J>eets, Faison, Ske- 
han, Willaner, Shoop, Hopwood, Roemer, 
Boettger, Alcorn, Welter, Sheriden (1. 
J.), Bower, Boyd, Curry. Humphrey, 
Milburn, Haven. Comer ford, Gebharv, 
Pierce (J. D.), Mitchell (Thomas), Altei, 
Cardiff. Frazier, Baldwin, Sheffield, Jones 
(F. G.), Ritthamel. Ring, Van Dyke, 
Heasley, O'Brien (J. J.). 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Delegate Brady, of the International 
Jewelry Workers' Union, asked the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of a resolution. 

Permission being granted. Delegate 
Brady introduced the following: 

Resolution No. 165— By Delegate Geo. 
E. Brady, of the International Jewelry 
Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Jewelry 
Workers* Union of America, an organi- 
zation affiliated with the American Fea- 
eration of Labor, is struggling for an 
existence in the labor world; and 

WHEREAS, The largest part of the 
jewelry manufactured in the Unitea 
States is of the kind worn by work- 
ing people; and 

WHEREAS. The manufacturing Jew- 
elers' associations in the locality where 
their goods are made, in answer to the 



demand of the Jewelry workers for a 
nine-hour day, made a public statement, 
vis.: That as Jewelry is a luxury and 
not a necessity, they could not grant the 
demand for a nine-hour day, as it would 
increase the cost of production; be It 
hereby 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed 
eration of Labor, in its Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention, assembled, in Pitts- 
burg, November 21, endorse the double 
acorn label of the International Jewelry 
Workers' Union of America, and that we 
use our best efforts to create a larger 
demand for this label on all jewelry; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention rec- 
ommend to all affiliated organization* 
that they support the Jewelry Workers' 
union label. 

Referred to Committee on Labels*. 

Delegate Shanessy, for the Commit- 
tee on Credentials, reported as follows: 

We are informed that Delegate Homer 
D. Call, of Hhe Amalgamated Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen, has been 
called away from this city unexpectedly. 
We recommend that M. Donnelly. Pres- 
ident of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen, and the regu- 
larly elected alternate, be seated In 
Delegate Call's place. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Vice President O'Connell, for the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, continued the re- 
port as follows: 
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Resolution No. 46 — By Delegates Wil- 
liam McSorley and W. C. Davio: 

WHEREAS, The Wood. Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union do 
hereby protest against the action of the 
Central Federated Unions of New York 
City in refusing to seat Local No. 242, 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union, in that body in place of 
the Independent Lathers' Union of New 
York City; and 

WHEREAS, This is a direct violation 
of the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention as- 
sembled instruct the Central Federated 
Union of New York City to seat Local 
No. 242 of the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers' International Union as it is 
the only bona nde International Local 
Lathers in the City of New York. 

Your committee recommends that the 
resolution be concurred In, and the Ex- 
ecutive Council instructed to enforce the 
law as it applies to Central bodies. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee reported as follows on 
the section of the Executive Council's 
report on 

BEER PUMP WORKERS NO. 8671 VS. 
METAL POLISHERS. 

Your committee endorses the position 
of the Executive Council in refusing to 
re -issue a charter to the Beer Pump 
Workers' Union No 8671, and as it ap- 
pears that since this charter was re- 
voked, questions of jurisdiction have 
arisen between the Metal Polishers, Buf- 
fers, Platers and Brass Workers' Inter- 
national Union and the Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers' International 
Union, we recommend that representa- 
tives of these organizations meet in con- 
ference and endeavor to adjust Jurisdic- 
tion differences. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 79— By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of l#abor, in Convention assembled, in 
Boston, Mass., conceded and granted to 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America control 
and Jurisdiction over all painters em- 
ployed in the carriage and wagon In- 
dustry;* and 

winr.RTCAS. The aforesaid concession 



of jurisdiction has been continually ig- 
nored by the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers' International Union; and 

WHEREAS, Their officers are at pres- 
ent violating the orders of the Boston 
Convention, and from present indica- 
tions expect and intend to continue 
their tactics; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby instructs and orders said Car- 
• riage and Wagon Workers' Interna- 
tional Union to comply with the orders 
of said Convention forthwith, without 
evasion and delay, further be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Carriage and Wagon 
Workers' Association, granted to them 
by this Federation, be amended, ex- 
cluding from it the words "painters, 
etc." and that in the book of instruc- 
tion issued by the Federation, and any 
literature emanating from the Federa- 
tion referring to the carriage anu 
Wagon Workers, the trade of painting 
be and is hereby eliminated. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation : 

Your committee concurs in the first 
"resolve" contained in this resolution, 
and recommends that this Convention 
instruct the Executive Council to see 
that the decision of the Boston Conven- 
tion is enforced. 

With reference to the second "resolve" 
contained in this resolution, your com- 
mittee is of the opinion that it would be 
establishing a dangerous precedent, and 
recommends non -concurrence. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 151— By Delegates Homer 
D. Call and H. L. Eichelberger, of the 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen of N. A. A. F. of L. 

WHEREAS, There is a dual organization 
of butcher workmen located in the city of 
New York, known as the "Brotherhood of 
Butcher Workmen." composed of local 
unions which seceded from the Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutlers and Butcher Work- 
men of N: A,, American Federation of La- 
bor; and, 

WHEREAS, A number of local unions 
forming the said dual organization of 
butcher workmen have applied for admis- 
sion to, and been admitted in, the Central 
Federated Union of New York City, name- 
ly, first, Wool Workers; second, Sheep 
Butchers, in direct violation of article 4, 
section 5, constitution American Federa- 
tion of Labor, which reads as follows: 

"No organization or person that has se- 
ceded or has been suspended or expelled 
bv the American Federation of Labor or 
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by any national or international organiza- 
tion connected witi* the Federation shall 
work, while under such penalty, be allowed 
representation or recognition in the Fed- 
eration or in any central body or national 
or international union connected with the 
American Federation of Labor, under tne 
penalty of the suspension of the body vio- 
lating this section;" and, 

WHEREAS, The A. M. C. & B. W. of 
N. A., of the A. F. of L., have appealed to 
the Central Federated Union of New York 
City to unseat said Wool Workers and 
Sheep Butchers 1 locals without success; 
therefore, be it, 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in twenty-fifth annual con- 
vention assembled at Pittsburg, Pa., in- 
struct the Central Federated Union of 
New York City that they shall on or be- 
fore the 1st day of February, 1906, unseat 
the Wool Workers, Sheep Butchers and all 
other locals of butcher workmen who have 
seceded from the Amalgamated Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workmen of North 
America, American Federation of Labor; 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
Central Federated Union refusing or def- 
lecting to carry out the mandate of this 
convention the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. shall revoke their charter in 
accordance with above and a central body 
formed in New York, composed of local 
and Federal Labor Union, A. F. of L.. 
and local unions connected with national 
and international unions affiliated with »<he 
American Federation of Labor. 

Representatives of the Amalgamated 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America and a representative of 
the seceding locals, together with a rep- 
resentative of the Central Federated 
Union of New York City, appeared be- 
fore the committee relative to this con- 
troversy. The committee, after a careful 
consideration of this case, recommends 
the following: 

That the President of the American 
Federation of Labor appoint three na- 
tional officers to meet with representa- 
tives of the parties to this controversy 
with a view of bringing about a satis- 
factory adjustment of the differences 
existing between them. Failure on the 
part of this board of conciliation to 
bring about a settlement, the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
labor is Instructed to enforce the law 
governing Central bodies. 

This arrangement has been agreed to 
by all the parties at Interest. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 



The committee made the following; re- 
port on a matter referred to it from the 
Committee on Credentials: 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF 

BLACKSMITHS AND HELPERS 

VS. 

CARRIAGE AND WAGON WORKERS' 

INTERNATIONAL UNION. 

In the matter of the protest against 
seating the delegates of the Carriage 
and Wagon Workers' organisation, to- 
gether with the demand that the charter 
of the Carriage and Wagon Workers* 
organization be revoked, your commit- 
tee recommends that the matter be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council with in- 
structions to enforce the law governing 
jurisdiction, as provided in Section II* 
Article IX. of the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 



Delegate Cummins asked that a 
lution he had introduced on this question 
be read. 

Vice President O'Connell— The resolu- 
tion came to us from the Committee on 
Credentials. We took it and consid- 
ered it in the committee, but did not 
make it a part of the report 

Secretary Morrison— This was a pro- 
test against the seating of a delegate 
from the Carriage and Wagon Workers* 
International Union. It was not a res- 
olution; It was a statement of their 
case. The committee reported that the] 
delegate should be seated, and that his 
protest should be referred to the Griev- 
ance Committee without printing. It 
has already been acted upon by this Con- 
vention. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 98. — By Delegates B. 
Schirra, A. A. Myrup, and E. Seaeaier, 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers' Interna- 
tional Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor Union of 
Philadelphia, Pa., advertised Unfair Firms 
in the Labor Day Souvenir, published by 
that body, and given out September 4, 1905; 
and 

WHEREAS, Such action of any Central 
body U detrimental to organiied labor; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the A. F. of L. condemn 
the aotion of the Central Labor Union ef 
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Philadelphia, P»., for advertising Unfair 
Firms in the Labor Day Souvenir of Sep- 
tember 4, 1905. 

Your committee recommend* that the 
practice of publishing souvenir books in- 
dulged in by Central bodies and State 
Federations be discontinued. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Tucker, Hatslnger, Charters, Mc- 
Lean, Clark, Rosenberg, Jere L. Sulli- 
van, Weber, Baine, Thomas, Kennedy 
and President Gompers. 

The report of the committee was then 
adopted. 

Resolution No. 132.— By Delegate A. Jo- 
hannsen, Chicago Federation of Labor. 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor Unions 
in the various cities and towns throughout 
the jurisdiction of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are conceded to be a most 
important factor in furthering the trade 
union movement and preserving its solidar- 
ity; and 

WHEREAS, The burden of the work 
necessary to maintain the effectiveness of 
our movement rests almost entirely upon 
the Central Labor Union in each locality; 
and 

WHEREAS, The progress and stability 
of the local and general movement are 
greatly handicapped through the indefinite 
continuance of tne distressing jurisdiction 
disputes that exist between a number of 
the National and International Unions af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this convention that where the line of 
demarcation in trade disputes is finely 
drawn and decided upon by a vote of the 
convention, such decisions of the conven- 
tion shall be executed by the Executive 
Council not later than six months after 
adjournment of. the convention, unless a 
further delay is agreed upon by all parties 
concerned. 

The committee made the following rec- 
ommendation: 

Tour committee deems it inadvisable to 
fix a certain specified time when all the 
decisions of Conventions on Jurisdiction 
disputes be enforced,' and recommends 
that this resolution be non-concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

The resolution before the Convention 
was discussed by Delegates Johannsen, 
Lawrence, Grace, Sprague, Vice Presi- 



dents Hayes, Duncan and O'Connen. 
Treasurer Lennon and Delegates Down- 
ing and MteCullen, 

A motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then carried. 

Vice President O'Connell continued the 
report of the committee as follows: 

JURISDICTION. 

Your committee endorses and recom- 
mends the adoption of the recommenda- 
tion contained In the Executive Coun- 
cil's Report, which Is as follows: 

"We therefore recommend to this Con- 
vention that the American Federation of 
Labor discountenance the consideration 
of disputes between organisations un- 
less the organisations at Interest have 
first made an effort to adjust thorn, and 
that if arbitration be desirable, both or- 
ganisations in advance agree in writing 
to abide by the decision rendered. We 
firmly believe that under any and all 
circumstances the Council should en- 
deavor to prevent any action of one 
which may be calculated to Injure an- 
other organisation, and to act as medi- 
ators, to restore harmony and co-oper- 
ation." 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee reported as follows on 
a portion of the report of the Executive 
Council: 

WOOD WORKERS VS. PAINTER& 

Your commute Is of the belief that an 
agreement was in force for several 
months before the death of one of its 
signers before being repudiated, which* 
regardless of the questions as to the sig- 
nature of Brother Bahlhorn. indicates 
that the agreement was in full force. 

We recommend, therefore, that th« 
agreement be approved by this Conven- 
tion, "and shall be in fun force until such 
time as the representatives of the two 
organizations shall come together in 
conference for the purpose of making a 
new agreement or abrogating the old 
one. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Taselaar, Mulcahy, Grant, Braun- 
schweig and Vice President Kidd. 

An aye and nay vote war taken, and 
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the chairman stated that, In his opinion, 
the motion was carried. 

A roll call was demanded, but a suffi- 
cient number of delegate© did not sup- 
port the demand. 

A division was called ror, and a count 
showed that Id delegates voted in favor 
of the motion to adopt the report of 
committee, and 22 against the motion. 

President Gompers— At this morning's 
session a matter was deferred until th« 
report of the proceedings of the Western 
Federation of Miners could be presented 
to the Committee on President's Report. 
The chair suggests that a motion be 
made to refer back to the committee the 
entire matter, with the proceedings. 

Delegate Hart— I move that we take the 
entire subject matter from the table ana 
refer it back to the Committee on Pres- 
ident's Report, with the proceedings of 
the Western Federation of Miners. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Frayne— I notice we have had 
with us during the past two days an liw 
terested spectator, In the person of the 
Hon. T. V. Powderly. I move that he 
be accorded the privilege of the floor 
to speak to the Convention. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The President asked Delegate Frayne 
to escort Mr. Powderly to tne platform. 

President Gompers — Delegates and 
friends, it affords me great pleasure to 
introduce to you Mr. T. V. Powderly. 

Mr. Powderly— Mr. President, Brothers 
and Sisters: I shall have to disabuse 
your minds of any idea that I prompted 
Brother Frayne to make that motion. He 
was sitting beside me for so many 
minutes that no doubt you have received 
the impression that I suggested to him 
the motion. I am not here for that 
purpose; I am here for no other purpose 
than to look Into the faces of the men 
and women who legislate for the work- 
ing men and women of the United 
States and this continent. 

I had business in the western part of 
this State, and so arranged it as to drop 
In on you in your Convention. I did not 
Intend to take one minute of your time, 
nor to interfere with your progress. I 
wanted to come into a body of working- 
men legislating for workingmen; to sit 
and look into their faces and to feel 
once more the pleasure of being in a la- 



bor convention. Above all things I did 
not come here to talk to you, so you will 
be spared the infliction of a speech from 
me. You have other things to attend to, 
other things to do- I simply want tv 
say I am deeply grateful to you for the 
opportunity, even though I do not avail 
myself of it, to make a speech to you 
and to talk upon a labor platform so 
great, so vast in its magnitude, so far 
reaching in its results, Its aims and ob- 
jects. You know that one who has had 
the experience I have, who has gone up 
and down so often— oftener down than 
up— can give advice and nothing else. 
And, in this respect, my experience Is 
that of men who have spent a great 
many years in the labor movement— they 
usually have nothing else to give. Over 
here in a store I saw several cards, on 
one of which was printed "Don't 
Worry," on another, "Be good and you 
will be happy," all very good in theli 
way. There was another one, however, 
which struck me, and if I had thought 
of it I would have brought it here with 
me. That one said "Forget." You have 
your contentions here — that is right: you 
have your feelings when you are talking 
—that Is right and proper. You have 
even been bitter in what you say— that is 
not proper and not necessary. But 
when you leave here you should feel, 
each and every one of you, tnat you are 
to stand up for all that united labor 
stands for; that upon your shoulders rest 
grave responsibilities; that If you have 
a feeling against any one here, If you 
have been actuated by bitterness here, if 
you entertain a grudge against any one 
here, once you leave that door to go 
to your homes and do the work of or- 
ganized labor, forget all the things that 
passed in here that should not be spread 
on the outside. There was a time when 
I did not agree with everything that thi« 
little giant here said and did. I don't 
think there are any two men in the 
room that differed so radically, but I 
believe honestly, on some things. We 
'have, however, come pretty nearly to 
one way of thinking. I want to say 
there is no man in all the world for 
whom I entertain a higher respect than 
the man who represents the organised 
labor movement of this continent. (Ap- 
plause.) While I am not always working 
on the outside, wherever my humble 
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services may be utilized for this great 
movement, to which I owe everything I 
have in the world, they will be at your 
command. 

I shall say again that I am glad to 
have this opportunity, not to make a 
speech, but to look again into the eyes 
of a convention of laboring men. 

Vice President O'Connell, for the Com- 
mittee on President's Report, reported as 
follows, on that section of the report of 
the Executive Council entitled 

BREWERY WORKERS VS. ENGI- 
NEERS AND FIREMEN. 

In the matter of the Brewery Workers, 
Engineers and Firemen, your committee 
recommends the following: 

First: All three organizations shall, 
within sixty days from the adjournment 
of this Convention, signify by letter, 
signed by the proper officials of their 
respective organizations, with seal at- 
tached, their willingness to submit all 
questions at issue to a Board of Arbi- 
tration, to be composed as follows: 

Two persons to be selected from the 
Brewery Workers, one from the Engi- 
neers and one from the Firemen, ana 



the four so selected, shall meet within 
ten days from the above time limit, to 
select a fifth person, and upon failure to 
select such fifth person within one week 
thereafter, the President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, with the ap- 
proval of the Executive Council, shall 
appoint the fifth person. 

Second: Failure to comply with any 
of the recommendations herein contained, 
or failure -to abide by the decision of 
the Arbitration Board when rendered, 
shall work a revocation of the charter 
of either or all three organizations. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Flood and Shea. 

Delegate Shea moved that that part of 
the committee's report under discussion 
be laid upon the table until 10 o'clock 
Wednesday morning, and that its con- 
sideration be made a special order of 
business at that time. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Convention then adjourned to meet 
at 9 A. M., Wednesday, November 22nd. 
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The Convention wai called to order at 
9 A. M., Wednesday, November 22nd, 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees— Myrup, Klapetsky, O'Brien 
(J. R.), Loebenberg, Feeney, Rlckert, 
Noren, Chambers, Altman, Towey, 
O'Brien (W. J.), Moffltt (J. A.), Maher 
(J. P.), Shalvoy, Baker, Roach, Crea- 
mer, Ireland, Wilson (J. T.), Boyle 
(C). Call. Grout. Ross, Wilson (W. 
B.>, Frey, Mitchell (A. R.), Bahlhorn 
McCloskey, Dix," Freel, Weir, Dean, 
Hanraty, Perkins (E. A.), Tucker, Peetz, 
Faison, Lindsey, Skehan, Wlllaner, 
Thomas, Campbell, Shoop, Hopwood, 
Roemer, Boettger, Alcorn, Morrow, 
Woodman, Welter. Bower, Boyd, Curr>, 
Humphrey, Milburn, Love, Douglas (C. 
C), Haven, Creager, Comerford, Geb- 
hart, Rodier, Pierce (J. D.). Mitchell 
(Thomas), Alter, Foley (J. H.). Wright 
(J. H.), Frasier (T. C). Baldwin, Shef- 
field, Jones (F. G.), Rltthamel, King, 
Van Dyke. Heasley, O'Brien (J. J.), 
Farmer t Sherier. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read communica- 
tions from 8. L. Valliers, Acting Mayor 
of Montreal, and from Victor Fardif, 
Secretary of the Montreal Trades and 
Labor Council, Inviting the American 
Federation of Labor to hold its next an- 
nual convention in that city. 

Vice President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate Frank K. Foster, for the 
Committee on President's Report, con- 
tinued the report of that body as fol- 
lows: 

The committee recommended that the 
section entitled "Bight- Hour Legisla- 
tion" be adopted as printed. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The sections entitled "Legal Rights of 
Labor," "Exhibits," "The Eight-Hour 
Work Day," "Child Labor," "Chinese 
Exclusion From All America," and all 
the resolutions connected with the mat- 
ter, were adopted as printed. 

The sections entitled "Injunctions, 
Their Use and Abuse," "The Printers' 



Eight-Hour Movement," and "Women's 
Label League," were adopted as printed. 

ANDREW FURUSETH, 

Chairman, 

COLUS LOVELY, 

THOMAS F. TRACT. 

JAMES J. CREAMER, 

JOHN P. FREY, 

JOHN S. HENRY, 

JAMES WILSON. 

GEORGE F. DUNN, 

P. H. SWEET. 

JOHN A. POWELL, 

FRANK K. FOSTER, 

Secretary, 
Committee. 

Treasurer Lennon— In the early part 
of the Convention a special committee 
was appointed to visit the newspaper 
proprietors of the City of Pittsburg to 
see if something could not be done to 
bring about the unionizing of their 
plants. Immediately after the appoint- 
ment of the committee, accompanied by 
Brother Douglas, a local man, I under- 
took to secure an interview, either with 
the proprietors' association, or with rep- 
resentatives of the association. Brother 
Douglas made an attempt to arrange 
for a conference, but was unable to do 
so. With Brother Douglas and Brother 
Foster, of the committee, we waited on 
the president of the proprietors' asso- 
ciation to see if he could not give a 
conference with the association. He salu 
because of the matter having been di- 
rectly submitted to him by Mr. Douglas 
he had submitted the resolution which 
had been presented here to the mem- 
bers of the association, but that they 
declined positively to grant a conference. 
He said that as they held there was no 
difference between the proprietors and 
the union, but that the difference was 
between the unions themselves, it was 
for them to settle It. We used such ar- 
guments as we could but to no avalL 
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A conference for the adjustment of this 
matter, so far as the Typographical 
Union is concerned, was refused. There 
was nothing further your committee 
could do. 

Delegate Frank K. Foster— Mr. Chair- 
man and Delegates: While Mr. Barr 
alleged that the old-time differences be- 
tween the machinists and the Typo- 
graphical Union were at the base of the 
matter, yet when we suggested to him 
that if he could report tnat that differ- 
ence had been amicably adjusted, would 
he then be in favor of or consent to a 
conference, he replied in the negative. 
He assumed the unalterable position, 
according to his statement, that he 
would hold no conference, nor would those 
he represented hold a conference upon the 
subject of unionizing their offices. In the 
last analysis, of course, that was the ob- 
jective point that any conference must 
be directed toward. He maintained 
that his Journal and other Journals 
were entirely at peace with the trade 
unions of Pittsburg, with the exception 
of the Typographical Union, which he 
decorated with some very uncompli- 
mentary epithets. He could conceive of 
no circumstances arising, as the matter 
stood, at least, under which they would 
confer, even with the representatives of 
the local Typographical Union, or those 
speaking for them. We asked him the 
question from almost every point of 
the compass, and placed it under almost 
every kind of sidelight we could think 
of. but he seems to have made a resolu- 
tion not to agree to any conference. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be accepted and 
the committee discharged. 

The question was discussed by 
Delegates Zaring, Walsh, W. Wood, 
Brownneld, Ramsey and Lav In. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then carried. 

Vice President Duncan — The hour 
having arrived which was set for the 
discussion of a special order of business- 
the Secretary of the Committee on 
Grievances will proceed with his report. 

Vice President O'Connell, for the com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 



BREWERY WORKERS VS. ENGI- 
NEERS AND FIREMEN. 

In the matter of the Brewery Workers, 
Engineers and Firemen, your committee 
recommends <tbe following: 

First: AH three organisations shall, 
within sixty days from the adjournment 
of this Convention, signify by letter, 
signed by the proper officials of their 
respective organizations, with seal at- 
tached, their willingness to submit all 
questions at issue to a Board of Arbi- 
tration, to be composed as follows: 

Two persons to be selected from the 
Brewery Workers, one from the Engi- 
neers and one from the Firemen, and the 
four so selected shall meet within ten 
days from the above time limit to select 
a fifth person, and upon failure to se- 
lect such fifth person within one week 
thereafter, the President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, with the ap- 
proval of the Executive Council, shall 
appoint the fifth person. 

Second: Failure to comply with any 
of the recommendations herein con- 
tained, or failure to abide by the de- 
cision of the Arbitration Board when 
rendered, shall work a revocation of the 
charter of either or all three organisa- 
tions. 

It was moved and seconded (that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Flood and Shea. 

Delegate Shea then moved as an 
amendment to the motion before the 
house that the report of the committee 
be received, laid upon the table, and 
that the Convention reaffirm the action 
taken in San Francisco. 

Vice President Duncan declared the 
amendment not In order. 

Secretary Morrison submitted the fol- 
lowing as a substitute for the commit- 
tee's report: 

1. All brewery employes now mem. 
bers of the United Brewery Workmen's 
Union may remain such provided that 
such members of said United Brewery 
Workmen's Union as are now employed 
as Engineers, Firemen or Teamsters 1 
may withdraw from that organisation 
and Join their respective unions, repre- 
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sentlng these crafts, without prejudice 
or discrimination on the part of their 
former associates. 

2. Hereafter the United Brewery 
Workmen's Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the respec- 
tive organizations of these trades, now 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, where such organizations ex- 
ist 

3. All engineers, firemen and team- 
sters employed in breweries shall con- 
form to the laws, rules and regulations 
made by that organization of which the 
majority of the members of the respec- 
tive crafts employed in each brewery 
are members. 

4. Whenever a majority of men em- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of 
the respective unions of these crafts, 
the organization or organizations repre- 
senting such majority shall appoint a 
committee to act co- Jointly with the 
United Brewery Workmen's Union in 
any negotiations which may arise with 
the employers, provided that the United 
Brewery Workmen shall have equal rep- 
resentation with all the other organiza- 
tions in Joint conference. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Federation and all 
National, International, State, City Cen- 
tral and Local Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to exert 
every influence and power at their com- 
mand to make the above decision oper- 
ative and effective. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates McKee, Barnes, Qrady and 
Winn. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
substitute offered by Secretary Morrison 
be printed and copies be placed in the 
hands of the delegates at the afternoon 
session. (Carried.) 

The discussion of the question was 
made a special order of business for 3 
P. M. 

Delegate Winn — The proposition is to 
have only a portion of the San Francis-; 
co decision printed. I should like to 
have it all printed. 



Vice President Duncan— If there are 
no objections, the resolution referred to 
by Delegate Winn will be printed. 

No objections being made, the follow- 
ing resolution was ordered printed: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council Is hereby instructed to execute 
this mandate: 

RESOLVED, That the United Brew- 
ery Workmen be compelled to withdraw 
those engineers and firemen who have 
taken the places of striking engineer* 
and firemen in the cities of St Louis* 
Mo., and Belleville, 111. 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery- 
Workmen be requested to withdraw all 
injunction suits now pending, and to 
dissolve such injunctions as have been 
secured against the International Unions 
of Stationary Engineers and Firemen 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Vice President O'Connell, for the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, reported as fol- 
lows: 

SEAMEN VS. LONGSHOREMEN. 

Representatives of both these organi- 
zations appeared before your committee 
and after a careful consideration of the 
subject matter, the committee makes the 
following recommendation: 

That each organization shall select 
two persons, and that the four so se- 
lected shall meet within sixty days from 
the adjournment of this Convention to 
select a fifth person, and in the event 
of failure to agree upon such fifth per- 
son within ten days, the President of 
the American Federation of Labor, with 
the approval of the . Executive Council* 
shall select the fifth person. 

The five persons so selected shall con- 
stitute an arbitration board, whose de- 
cision shall be final and binding upon 
both parties. 

Pending decision of this board, all hos- 
tilities between these two organizations 
shall cease. 

And we further recommend that this 
Convention Instruct the Longshoremen's 
Association to discontinue the use of the 
name "International Longshoremen, Ma- 
rine and Transport Workers' Associa- 
tion," and that no change in title be 
granted, assumed or maintained except 
in accordance with the findings of the 
arbitration board. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 
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The question was discussed at great 
length by Delegate Furuseth, of the In- 
ternational Seamen's Union, and Dele- 
gate Barter, of the International Long- 
shoremen's Association. 



The Convention was then adjourned to 
meet at 2 P. M. 



NINTH DAT— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order 
at 2 P. M., Wednesday, November 22d, 
President Gompers In the chair. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Absentees — Tarnell, Loebenberg, Nor- 
en, Towey, O'Brien (W. J.), Fos- 
ter (W. H.), Baker, Roach, Creamer, 
Ireland, Boyle (C). Ross (David), Mitch- 
ell (A. R.), Weber (J. N.), Carey (D. 
A.), Dix, Mahon/ Fitzgerald (W. B.). 
Alexander, Roberts, Weir. Dean, Han- 
raty, Faison, Skehan, WWaner, Camp- 
bell (Q. C), Shoop, Hopwood, Roemer, 
Boettger. Alcorn, Welter, Smith (J. T.), 
Bower, Boyd (F. P.), Curry, Humphrey, 
Mllburn. Haven, Comerford, Gebhart. Al- 
ter, Wright (J. H.), Frazler (T. C.), 
Baldwin, Sheffield, Jones (F. G.), Rltt- 
hamel, Ring. Van Dyke, Heasley, Farm- 
er, Sherler, Wise. 

The discussion of the report of the 
Grievance Committee on Seamen vs. 
Longshoremen was continued. 

Delegate Macarthur discussed the 
question at) great length, and prefaced 
his discussion with the following state- 
ment: The language of the committee 
is susceptible of but one conception. It 
means, first of all, arbitration, and to 
-that proposition the International Sea- 
men's Union of America heartily sub. 
scribes. It means, secondly, that this 
Convention Instructs the International 
Longshoremen's Association to cease the 
use of the name "International Long- 
shoremen, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers' Association," and to discontinue the 
use of that name until the verdict of the 
arbitrator has been rendered. To this 
second proposition, Mr. President, the 
organization which I represent in part 
also heartily and emphatically subscribes. 
We are in favor of the report of the 
committee and desire its adoption. Fur- 
ther, we pledge ourselves that if adopted^ 
as we hope It will be, that they will ob- * 
serve it in absolute good faith. The re- 



port of the committee gives us every- 
thing we have been contending for be 1 
fore this Convention for four years, and 
with that report we are perfectly sat- 
isfied. If the gentlemen who represent 
the other organization In this controver- 
sy would agree with the Deport of the 
committee and act in good faith 
throughout the proceedings to be inau- 
gurated under that report, we have no 
doubt as to the outcome. The question 
at issue will cease to trouble, and peace 
and harmony will be restored between 
these two great Industries, that of the 
longshoremen and the seamen. 

The matter was further discussed at 
great length hy Delegate Harrison, of 
the International Longshoremen's Asso- 
ciation, and Delegate Rosenberg, for the 
International Seamen's Union. The dis- 
cussion was closed by Delegate Daniel 
J. Keefe. 

During the discussion Delegate Keefe 
made the following statement: I want 
to apologize for .taking up the time of 
the Convention to the length I did, and 
hope there will be no necessity for the 
recurrence of this talk. If there is any 
question of arbitration between the sail- 
ors and ourselves that question is the 
name of the organization. They makn 
no contentions on any other point. That 
is the purpose, I presume, of the recom- 
mendation of the committee, and if so, 
personally I have no objection to it 

At 3 o'clock Vice President Duncan 
announced that the hour had arrived at 
which the report of the committee on 
the Brewery Workers vs. the Firemen 
and Engineers would be taken up as the 
special order. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
special order of business be deferred 
until after the conclusion of the discus- 
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sion of the question then before the 
Convention. (Carried.) 

During: the course of his remarks 
Delegate Barter made the following 
Statement: We have always been In 
favor of any proposition that was fair. 
Last year the committee suggested that 
we get together. Our representatives 
were ready to agree to any proposition 
that was fair. While I am not In favor 
of the report of the committee, I am 
ready to agree to anything done In 
this Convention that will bring about an 
adjustment of the difficulties between 
the longshoremen and the sailors. We 
stand ready to obey the mandates of 
the Convention. 

Delegate Harrison, in the course of his 
remarks, said: Why do the seamen 
state they are In perfect accord with 
the committee? Does not that report 
carry with it everything the Seamen 
have been contending for? I believe It 
does. Let us stop and consider what is 
the position of the American Federation 
of Labor upon the subject of compulso- 
ry arbitration. Is not the American Fed- 
eration of Labor irrevocably opposed to 
compulsory arbitration? What Is the 
concluding paragraph of the recommen 
dation of the committee? Is it not an en* 
deavor to commit the American Feder- 
ation of Labor to the system of com- 
pulsory arbitration? Is not that what it 
means? Is not that coercion? If it Is 
not, then I am totally at a loss to un- 
derstand what it does mean. For that, 
and for other reasons, I am opposed to 
the recommendation of the committee. 

At the close of Delegate Keefe's dis- 
cussion a motion was made and carried 
that debate cease. 

Delegate Barter— As the report of the 
committee is practically compulsory ar- 
bitration I move that the report lay 
upon* the table. 

The motion was declared out of order, 
as the motion to close debate had been 
carried. 

Delegate Keefe— I asked of the com- 
mittee in my closing remarks whether It 
was the purpose of the committee to 
have the representatives of both sides 
meet with the third party with the pur- 
pose In view of deciding whether we 
shall continue under our present name 
or change it. 



Vice President O'Connell— For the in- 
formation of those who have asked 
questions about the position of the com- 
mittee I desire to say we believe by a 
conference between the organisations 
the question of Jurisdiction can be read- 
ily adjusted. When that Is adjusted the 
question of the name or names asso- 
ciated with the Longshoremen's organ- 
ization can then be adjusted by the 
Executive Council in accordance with 
the decisions reached by your arbitra- 
tion committee. 

Delegate Macarthur— Is It not stated in 
the report of the committee that this 
Convention instructs the International 
Longshoremen's Association to cease 
the use of the name "International 
longshoremen, Marine and Transport 
Workers' Association T* 

Vice President O'Connell — I think I 
made that plain. The desire Is that you 
get together, and If there Is any Instruc- 
tion to change the name it should be 
reached through the decision of the ar- 
bitration committee. 

Delegate Keefe— If the recommendation 
of the committee is adopted there will 
be no need of a committee meeting rep- 
resenting either side. The sailors come 
In here with the contention that they 
are opposed to the name. If the recom- 
mendation of the committee is that we 
drop the name I want to announce that 
the report of the committee cannot be 
carried out by my organization until it 
Is submitted to them. This would be 
coercion. 

An aye and nay vote was taken and 
Vice President Duncan said in his 
opinion the motion to adopt the report 
of the committee was carried. 

A roll call was asked for but a suffi- 
cient number of delegates did not sup- 
port the demand. 

Vice President Duncan then declared 
the report of the committee adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
communications : 

November 21, 1905. 

American Federation of Labor, Colonial 

Hotel, Pittsburg, Pa.: 

Gentlemen — I have your letter of No- 
vember 18th, requesting that I issue a 
supplementary call for a special session 
of the Legislature for the purpose of 
considering legislation upon the subjects 
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defined In your resolutions. Have you 
consulted counsel upon the question 
whether or not under the Constitution I 
have the power to make such a supple- 
mentary call? Should such a call not be 
issued covering tihe subjects to which 
you refer, it Is a satisfaction to me that 
there was legislation, after long con- 
sideration, upon many of them at the 
last session of the Legislature, and that 
at my own suggestion a law was passed 
creating the constabulary, which will, in 
time, it is hoped, make the coal and 
iron police unnecessary. 

Very truly yours, 
SAMUEL W. PENNYPACKEfc. 

Denver, Colo., November 22d, 1905. 

To the Officers and Delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention. Pittsburg, Pa.: 
We have by special registered mail 

sent you an exhaustive reply to Mr. 

Gompers' unwarranted attack on the 



Western Federation of Miners, which 
should be delivered to-night. The doc- 
ument reviews at length the numerous 
cases that have been fought in the 
courts to maintain the rights of citizen- 
ship in this State. If, after a careful 
review of this document, you are not 
satisfied with the efforts that have been 
made and the uses to which your money 
has been put, we earnestly request 'that 
you instruct* your financial officers to 
draw on us, sight draft, for one thousand 
dollars, the amount donated to the Col- 
orado miners at the Boston Convention. 

CHAS. H. MOYER. 
Pres't Western Federation of Miners. 
WM. D. HAYWOOD, 
Sec.-Treas. Western Fed. of Miners. 

The Convention was then adjourned 
until 9 A. M., Thursday, November 23d, 
MOB. 
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TENTH DAT— Morning Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M, Thursday, November 23d, Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair. 

Absentees— Klapetzky, Noschang, Kline, 
Butterworth, Yarnell, Loe ben berg, Reldy, 
Feeney, Lockwood, Foster (W. H.j, 
Baker, Roach, Warner, Ross (David), 
Mitchell (A. R.), Weber (J. N.), Grant, 
Jordan, Dlx, Reid (D. J.), Fitzgerald (W. 
B.), Hibbert, McAndrews, Kldd, Alexan- 
der, Charters, Weir, Dean, Hanraty, 
Peetz, Faison, Davis, S Kenan, Joyce (J. 
J.). Willaner, Campbell, Snoop, Hopwood, 
Roemer, Boettger, Alcorn, Monon, Wel- 
ter, Bower. Boyd (F. P.), Bainbiidge, 
Curry. Humphrey, Mllburn, Love, Doug- 
las (C. C), Haven, Kiernan, Comerford, 
Gebhart, Pierce (J. D.), Alter, Foley, 
Wright (J. H.), Baldwin, Sheffield, Jones 
(F. G.), Ritthamel, Ring. Van Dyke, 
Heasley, O'Brien (J. J.), Farmer, Wise. 

President Gompers — Are there any ob- 
jections to dispensing with the reading 
of the minutes? 

Delegate Keefe — I ask for information 
regarding the ruling of the chair 
last evening on the demand for a 
roll call. The chairman claimed 
there were but twenty-nine who 
demanded the roll call, and that 
that was not a sufficient number. 
I want to ask the chair whether, in ac- 
cordance with the law of the American 
Federation of Labor, it is necessary that 
the number of delegates who have pre- 
sented credentials and have been seated 
are to constitute the number from which 
those who desire a roll call on a question 
are to be considered. I should like to 
know, in other words, if the number re- 
quired to demand a roll call must be 
one-ttenth of all the delegates whose 
credentials were accepted and who were 
entitled to seats in the Convention; or 
whether it is the number of delegates 
seated in the Convention at the time 
the roll call is asked for? 

President Gompers — As far as the 
question that Delegate Keefe has raised 
is concerned, that matter should at the 
time have been pressed to its conclusion. 
That Is, if a decision was rendered 



which did not meet the views of any 
number of delegates, the question of the 
tea£ of the sense of the Convention 
should have been had. That decision 
cannot now be reviewed in that partic- 
ular case. The matter has gone beyond 
that stage. 

Delegate Keefe — I wish to say, re- 
garding the recommendation of the com- 
mittee, that it means compulsory arbi- 
tration, which is coercion, which we are 
not really compelled to accept, because 
it is voluntary in so far as we are con- 
cerned; but the change of the name of. 
the organization it carries with it is the 
one feature we are not entirely clear on, 
nor are the delegates representing our 
organization clothed with power or au- 
thority to make the change. Our con- 
ception of the recommendation of the 
committee is that this committee on 
arbitration meet and render a binding 
decision. Does -that take precedence 
over the organizations interested, or do 
they have some voice in the matter? 
We are not clothed with power, as I 
stated before, to make any changes in 
•the name of the organization. That 
name was given our organization in 
Convention, and only a convention of 
our own organization can modify that 
name or change. I make that state- 
ment for the purpose of having all the 
delegates and officers of the American 
Federation of Labor understand that we 
are willing to do everything that is con- 
sistent, but we cannot do a physical im- 
possibility. Whatever recommendation 
is made by the arbitration committee, I 
shall not only indorse, but shall advo- 
cate with all the power at my command 
ite adoption by our organization. I 
merely want to make that statement 
so that we will not be accused of re- 
fusing to carry out in good faith any 
arrangement this Convention may make 
regarding our organization. We want to 
carry out the mandates of the Convention 
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as far as lies within our power. And In 
order that the question will not be raised 
in any future convention, and the state- 
ment made that the representatives re- 
fused to comply with the mandates of 
the Convention, I want to at least go 
on record as indorsing any ' proposition 
agreed to by the arbitration committee, 
nnd appealing to our organization with 
nil the force at my command to accept 
and agree to it. 

President Gompers— That is all a man 
can do; it is all an officer of the organi- 
zation can do. Delegate Keefe can do 
no more than his level best to have his 
organization accept the expressed opin- 
ion of the highest court of the labor 
world in this country. It is more than 
likely that better results would be ob- 
tained if that policy were more generally 
pursued. 

Vice President Duncan in the chair. 

Vice President O'Connell, for the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, reported as fol- 
lows: 

The following matter was offered as a 
substitute for the report of the Commit- 
tee on Grievances on the question of the 
Brewery Workers vs. the Engineers and 
Firemen: 

1. All brewery employes now mem- 
bers of the United Brewery Workmen's 
Union may remain such provided that 
such members of said United Brewery 
Workmen's Union as are now employed 
as Engineers, Firemen or Teamsters 
may withdraw from that organization 
and Join their respective unions, repre- 
senting these crafts, without prejudice 
or discrimination on the part of their 
former associates. 

2. Hereafter the United Brewery 
Workmen's Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the respec- 
tive organizations of these trades, now 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, where such organizations ex- 
ist 

3. All engineers, firemen and team- 
sters employed in breweries shall con- 
form to the laws, rules and regulations 
made by that organization of which the 
majority of the members of the respec- 



tive crafts employed in each brewery 
are members. 

4. Whenever a majority of men em- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters In any brewery are members of 
the respective unions of these crafts, 
the organization or organizations repre- 
senting such majority shall appoint a 
committee to act co-jointly with the 
United Brewery Workmen's Union in 
any negotiations which may arise with 
the employers, provided that the United 
Brewery Workmen shall have equal rep- 
resentation with all the other organiza- 
tions in joint conference. 

6. It Shall be the duty of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Federation and all 
National, International, State, City Cen- 
tral and Local Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to exert 
every influence and power at their com- 
mand to make the above decision oper- 
ative and effective. 

Vice President Duncan — What is the 
pleasure of the Convention with regard 
to the substitute motion? 

It was moved and seconded that the 
substitute be adopted. 

Treasurer Lennon — Is it the opinion of 
the chair that the Lavery amendment is 
to be included in the substitute? 

Vice President Duncan — It is not the 
opinion of the chair that the Lavery 
amendment is a part of the substitute 
to be voted on now. It will be in order 
to offer the Lavery amendment after 
the substitute motion is acted upon. A 
motion can then be made to reaffirm the 
Lavery resolution if the delegates feel 
so disposed. The substitute motion is a 
general proposition affecting the ques- 
tion of jurisdiction, whereas, the Lavery 
amendment affects specific cases. 

Delegate Winn — The position of the 
chair is decidedly satisfactory to me. 

Delegate Kemper, of the International 
Union of Brewery Workmen, discussed 
the question at some length, and in clos- 
ing said: "I heard the remark on this 
floor the other day that we have no po- 
lice at the various headquarters of the 
International Unions to knock them on 
the head and force them into submis- 
sion; but it seems to me this substitute 
is to provide for this police surveillance. 
If this is passed it will mean that we 
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are going to appoint the Central bodies 
the policemen with the big stick to 
knock the National and International 
organisations on the head whenever they 
see fit to do so. I, for one, as a repre- 
sentative of the Brewery Workers, will 
object to any action of that kind, and I 
hope that this substitute will not pre- 
vail ." 

Delegate Flood, of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, spoke at 
some length in favor of the substitute. 

Delegate Lavin, representing the 
Wilkes-Barre (Pennsylvania) Central La- 
bor Union, opposed the suostltute on the 
ground that the central labor bodies had 
enough troubles without having this 
added to them. He objected particu- 
larly to the fifth paragraph of the res- 
olution. 

Vice President Duncan— The paragraph 
referred to by Delegate Lavin has no 
more reference to central bodies than It 
has to any other component part of the 
American Federation of Labor. The 
resolution covers everything connected 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor, but docs not specifically mention 
federal labor unions. 

The matter was . further discussed by 
Delegate Ward, of the International 
Union of Brewery Worxmen; Delegate 
Grace, representing the Providence (R. 
I.) Trades and Labor Union; Delegate 
Tucker, representing the Iowa Federa- 
tion of Labor; Delegate Max Hayes, of 
the International Typographical Union; 
Delegate Wendelken, of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters; Treasurer 
I^ennon; Delegate Berger, of the Interna- 
national Typographical Union, and Dele- 
gate Morton of the International Broth- 
erhood of Stationary Firemen. 

President Gompers— There is one thing 
I want to add to what the acting chair- 
man has called to your attention. In 
the matter now under consideration it 
is made the duty of the Executive 
Council, as well as every other body 
of organized labor or its representatives, 
to assist in trying to make the decision 
of the Convention effective. It does not 
at all absolve the Executive Council from 
the performance of any duty in connec- 
tion with it,, but names the Executive 
Council as the first party to render every 



assistance within its power to make the 
decision effective. 

I want to say to you delegates in this 
Convention, as ono of your colleagues, 
as well as a member of the Executive 
Council, that I have, in the Executive 
Council meetings, and elsewhere, abso- 
lutely been unswerving in my vote 
against the revocation of the Brewery 
Workers' charter. 1 do not Deileve in 
the revocation of charters as a remedy 
for the grievances that come up in the 
labor movement. I am not seeking the 
favor of the Brewery Workers when I 
make that statement, because I want to 
couple it with the further statement that 
I believe the Brewery Workers are 
wrong; and this conclusion does noc 
come because they believe or do noc 
believe In any philosophy in the tradt. 
union movement I do, or because they 
and I are at variance upon that question. 
My judgment on trade union affairs is 
not formed on whether a man differs or 
agrees on any economic or philosophical 
proposition. The concrete position of 
the Brewery Workers is wrong. 
They have never been able to dem- 
monstrate either in >the Conventions 
of the American Federation, or 
before the committees of the American 
Federation of Labor, or before any per- 
son specially appointed to investigate 
this question, they have never. been able 
to demonstrate to any impartial body 
brought together, large or small, that 
they were right. Every body of men 
that has considered the question in con- 
troversy between the Brewery Workers 
and the Engineers and Firemen has ab- 
solutely decided that the Brewery 
Workers were in the wrong. Ton will 
readily observe, then, that when I say 
I believe and know they are in the 
wrong, and yet I vote, and will, so long 
as I have the power of voting, against 
the revocation of their charter; but the> 
ought to be made to feel the decision 
and judgment of the labor movement 
that they are in the wrong. It is not 
to the interests of the Brewery Worker* 
to refuse to move one lota from the posi- 
tion they have assumed. On the contrary, 
they have encouraged the membership— I 
say that advisedly— to stand in antagon- 
ism and opposition to the expressed con- 
viction and decisions and declarations of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 



225 



the American Federation of Labor. 

The matter was further discussed oy 
Delegates Galllard, of the New York 
Central Federated Union; Delegate 
Barnes, of the Cigarmakers' Inter- 
r national Union; Delegate Walsh, 
of the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil; Delegate Rosenberg, represent- 
ing the Seattle Central Labor Coun- 
cil; Delegates Zepp, of the Brewery 
Workers, and Delegate McKee, of the 
International Union of Steam Engineers. 

Delegate Barnes asked: Will the dele- 
gate who is responsible for the proposi- 
tion say that it is not possible under It 
for one central oody to act one way ana 
for another central body to take other 
action? 

Secretary Morrison— It Is possible, but 
only in this way: If the Central body 



is loyal to the American Federation ol 
Labor, and is willing to carry out th€ 
decision, then the action of all central 
bodies will be according to the decision 
of the San Francisco Convention, which 
you are here reaffirming, and which i* 
clear-cut. But if, as some of the dele- 
gates have stated, their central bodies 
will not carry out such a decision, H 
rendered, it is possible. But if they do 
so they are disloyal to the American 
Federation of Labor in acting in opposi- 
tion to its decision. 

The matter was further discussed by 
Delegate Shamp of the International 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen. 

The Convention was then adjourned to 
meet at 2 P. M. 



TENTH DAT— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 P. M., Thursday, November 23rd, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Absentees— Kline, Butterworth, Henry 
(J. S.), Zuckerman, Loebenberg, Kennedy, 
Chambers, Foster (W. H.), Baker, 
Roach, Wilson (J. T.), Boyle, Ross, 
Mitchell (A. R.), Weber (J. N.), Curran, 
Dlx, Freel, Hlbbert, McAndrews, Alex- 
ander, Charters, Roberta. Weir, Han- 
raty, Falson, Davis (W. A.), Skehan, 
Coddington, Willaner, Campbell, Shoop, 
Hopwood, Roemer, Boettger, Alcorn, 
Welter, Sheriden, Bower, Boyd, Curry, 
Humphrey, Milburn, Love, Haven, Cr,ea- 
ger, Kiernan, Comer ford, Gebhart, Lavln, 
Alter, Wright (J. H.), Frazier (T. C.,, 
Baldwin, Sheffield, Jones (F. G.), Ritt- 
hamel. Ring, Van Dyke, Heasley, Far- 
mer, Wise. 

The privilege of the floor was granted 
to Mr. Vlchestaln, of the Local Commit- 
tee. Mr. Vichestain made a very elo- 
quent address, and at Its close presented 
to President Gompers, on behalf of the 
Local Committee, a handsome silver ser- 
vice. 

President Gompers, In accepting the 
gift, made a short address, in which he 



expressed his appreciation of the kind- 
ness and courtesy of the Local Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Vichestain, on behalf of the com- 
mittee, then presented to each of the 
members of the Executive Board in turn 
a handsome watch charm. 

Delegate Yamell — I move you that the 
American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion extend a vote of thanks to the 
Pittsburg committee for the tokens of 
their appreciation Just presented to the 
officials of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Delegate Shamp, who had not finished 
his discussion of the question before the 
Convention at the time of adjournment, 
again spoke at some length. 

Delegate Schaerer, of the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers' International 
Union, asked the unanimous consent of 
the Convention to the Introduction of a 
resolution. 

Permission being granted to IntrocWCC 
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the resolution, Mr. Schaerer presented 
the following: 

Resolution No. 166 — By Delegates E. 
Schaerer, A. A. Myrup and R. Schlrra, of 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers' 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Master Bakers* As- 
sociation, under the guidance of the 
Manufacturers' Association, has declared 
the open shop on the uicuioers of th« 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers' In- 
ternational Union; and 

WHEREAS, Such attempts on the 
part of the employers, declaring 
for the open shop, had led the organiza- 
tions of the Bakery ana Confectionery 
Workers' International Union into fierce 
struggles In various parts of the country, 
especially in the cities of Boston, Mass., 
and Cleveland, Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, A renewed attempt of the 
Master Bakers' Association is being 
made to disrupt the organization of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers by 
choosing Newark, N. J., as the present 
battle ground, where they nave, without 
consideration of the existing working 
agreement with the local of that city, 
locked out nearly four hundred of it» 
members; and 

WHEREAS, All New York and vtcinlty 
Is also affected by this struggle, thereby 
threatening our entire organization; be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-flfth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, assembled in Pitts- 
burg. Pa., to assist the Bakers and Con- 
fectionery Workers' International Union 
In their present struggle In Newark, N. 
J., for the preservation of the union 
shop, by requesting the members of the 
various organizations of Newark and 
vicinity to purchase only such bakery 
and confectionery products that bear the 
union label of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers' International Union; 
be it further 

RESOLVED, To Instruct the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor to render all possible assistance 
to the Bakery and Confectionery Work- 
ers' International Union to carry this 
present struggle for the union shop in 
the City of Newark, N. J., to a victory. 

The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Labels. 

The question of the Brewery Workers 
vs. the Engineers and Firemen was fur- 
ther discussed by Delegates Frey, Cum- 
mins, Priestersbach, Furuseth and 
Healy. 

On morion of Delegate Ryan, debate 
was closed. 

The motion to adopt the substitute of- 
fered by Secretary Morrison for the re- 
port of the committee was then voted 
on and carried. 



Delegate Flood— I move you that we 
now reaffirm the Lavery amendment 
adopted by the San Francisco Conven- 
tion. (Seconded.) 

The following is the resolution referred 
to: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to execute 
this mandate: 

RESOLVED, That the United Brew- 
ery Workmen be compelled to withdraw 
those engineers and firemen who have 
taken the places of striking engineer* 
and firemen In the cities of St Louis, 
Mo., and Belleville, 111. 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workmen be requested to withdraw all 
injunction suits now pending, and to 
dissolve such injunctions as have been 
secured against the International Unions 
of Stationary Engineers and Firemen 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Kemper, of the Brewery Work- 
men; Shea, of the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters; McKee, of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers; 
Ward, of the Brewery Workers; Wood, 
of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, and Conroy, Belleville (111.) 
Trades and Labor Assembly. 

On motion, debate was closed. 

The motion to adopt the resolution 
was then carried. 

Vice President O'Connell, for the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, reported as fol- 
lows: 

The committee considered that parte* 
the report of the Executive Council en- 
titled "Wood Workers— Capenters" and 
Resolution No. 161. The delegates of 
these two organizations have been in 
conference 1 with President Gompers, 
and I desire that he shall make a re- 
port in connection with the question. 

President Gompers— While the mem- 
bers of the Executive Council were en- 
Joying a "roast," we also enjoyed our- 
selves by doing something else, ttiat is, 
trying really to do something— not neces- 
sarily by force — but trying to bring con- 
tending organizations and disputants to 
some form of agreement Tou know of 
the very long-fought -out battles between 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America and the Amal- 
gamated Wood Workers' International 
Union of America. It is not necessary 
to go into the details, but suffice it to 
say that St was bitter and relentless, 
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each organization contending stoutly for 
its own position. There was* such a 
division it was almost impossible to 
reach any agreement or understanding. 
It was no easy task to bring about some 
form of tentative agreement, or some 
form of agreement that might lead to 
something better as a preliminary agree- 
ment looking forward to something bet- 
ter in the future. 

We, the undersigned delegates to the 
Pittsburg Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, respectively repre- 
senting the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America and the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers' Interna- 
tional Union, recognizing that the rep- 
resentatives of both organizations are 
limited in power by the positive decla- 
rations of both the United Brotherhood 
and the Amalgamated Wood Workers, 
the first named insisting that amalga- 
mation must be a condition upon which 
any conference or agreement can be had, 
the Amalgamated Wood Workers having 
as emphatically declared that its integ- 
rity and entity must be maintained, and 
yet recognizing that the claim of neither 
organization can be successfully put into 
operation without first conferring, and 
being desirous of arriving at more am- 
icable relations between both organiza- 
tions for the purpose of protecting and 
promoting the interests of the members 
of the crafts Involved, agree to recom- 
mend the followng to our respective or- 
ganizations: 

. First — That a temporary trade agree- 
ment be entered into by the General 
Executive Board of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of Amer- 
ica and the General Council of the Amal- 
gamated Wood Workers' International 
Union to cover all men working In mills 
and factories. 

Second — That pending these negotia- 
tions, the officers of both organizations 
immediately notify all local unions un- 
der their respective Jurisdictions to cease 
ai; hostilities. 

Third — That duly selected representa- 
tives of both organizations shall meet 
at Indianapolis, Ind., on January 26th, 
1906. and there and then endeavor to 
arrive at such a mutual trade agree- 
ment, understanding or amalgamation 
as may by them be deemed of the best 



possible interests of the trades and 
crafts. 

It Is the request of the undersigned 
that President Gompers participate in 
the conference, not as an arbitrator, but 
in an advisory capacity. 
For the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America: 
JAMES F. GRIMES, 
WILLIAM B. MACFARLAKB, 
WM. D. HUBER, 
FRANK DUFFY. 
For Amalgamated Wood Workers* In- 
ternational Union: 

D. D. MULCAHY, 
RICH. BRAUNSCHWEIG, 
THOS. I. KIDD, 
EDWARD W. MILLER. 
Witness: SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

President American Federation of Labor. 
It was moved and seconded that the 
agreement be adopted and made a part 
of the report of the Convention. 

Delegate Duffy— I have no argument to 
make whatever, although I have made 
bitter fights in the past in the Conven- 
tion. I agreed to the document and 
signed my name to it, and while the 
whole of our delegates may not be 
agreeable to it, the majority are, We 
are to meet in Indianapolis and I want 
to have the sky clear, so that when the 
committee representing the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and the committee repre- 
senting the Amalgamated Wood Worker* 
meet there will be no dark cloud. The 
Amalgamated Wood Workers have a res- 
olution in there, No. 161, asking for the 
suspension of the Brotherhood of Car- 
penters from this organization. In order 
to clear the sky, by, and with the con- 
sent of this Convention, I should like to 
have them withdraw that resolution. 
Let us meet upon a fair and square basis 
when we do meet In Indianapolis. 

Vice President Kidd— Resolution No. 
161 was introduced by the instructions of 
the General Council of the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers' International Union. We 
did not think there would be any dis- 
cussion in regard to the adoption of the 
document read by President Gompert, 
and it was my Intention, after the sug- 
gestion of President Gompers was 
adopted by the Convention— as I believed 
it would be— to take the floor and as* 
the unanimous consent or this Convea- 
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tlon to withdraw the resolution asking 
for the suspension of the United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters. I now ask thw 
^unanimous consent of the Convention to 
have resolution No. 161 withdrawn from 
the Convention. 

On motion the request of Vice Presi- 
dent Kidd was granted. 

The motion to adopt the report read by 
President Gompers was then voted on 
and carried. The vote was unanimous. 

Vice President O'Connell, for the Com- 
mittee on Grievances, continued the re- 
port as follows: 

A day or two ago the committee re- 
ported favorably on Resolutions Nos. 124 
and 152, introduced by the delegates of 
the Coopers' International Union. There 
seems to be some contention on the part 
of the Brewery Workers in regard to 
the following matter: The delegate* 
will recall that the Louisville decision 
had attached to it a paragraph setting 
forth that the tightening of the hoops in 
cellars and wash houses and on wagons 
was conceded to the jurisdiction of the 
Brewery Workers. The committee's un- 
derstanding was, as the resolution intro- 
duced by the Coopers said, that in a 
shop where there was sufficient work to 
employ one or more men at coopering, 
this man or men should belong to the 
International Coopers' Union. The con- 
tention is now raised that there is suffi- 
cient work in driving hoops in cellars 
and wash houses in some breweries to 
keep a man or men busy, and the coop- 
ers claim jurisdiction. I make this ex- 
planation that the Brewery Workers' 
delegates may have an opportunity to 
make a motion if they desire. 

Delegate Kemper discused the matter 
at some length, and in closing, said: 
This matter should not have gone to th* 
Grievance Committee at all. According 
to the decision of the San Francisco Con- 
vention this matter should not have 
been taken up, three years not having- 
elapsed and no new evidence having 
been offered, and the Executive Coun- 
cil not having recommended the reopen- 
ing of the case. We are satisfied with 
the stipulations of the Louisville de- 
cisions and intend to abide by them. 
What we want at this late date Is that 
we shall not be deprived of another 
branch of our industry. We would Ilka 
to die before we are dissected. 



Vice President O'Connell— I brought 
the matter up because I did not want it 
thought that It had not been considered 
by the committee. 

Delegate Flood— What was the griev- 
ance between the Brewery Workers and 
the Coopers that was decided by this 
Convention? 

Vice President O'Connell— Where ther* 
was sufficient work to employ one or 
more coopers in breweries, that such 
men be members of the International 
Coopers' Union. The contentions on the 
part of the coopers was that there wa» 
sufficient work in some breweries, but 
that a cooper was not employed. 

President Gompers— If there is no ob- 
jection this matter will be considered 
closed. 

Delegate Prfesfcersbach— For one, I 
wish to be recorded as not having agreed 
to the proposition of this committee. We 
never agreed to eny such thing. When 
we came before the committee the only 
proposition that was before it was the 
first resolution, which said, "That where 
there is sufficient cooperage for the em- 
ployment of one or more men, said men 
shall belong to the Coopers' Interna- 
tional Union." We do not ob- 
ject to such men belonging to the 
Coopers; we were satisfied with the de- 
cision rendered; but, inasmuch as the 
other resolution was up, we handed to 
your committee the decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council. They thought it sum*, 
cient, but later the committee reported 
that the Brewery Workers especially 
agreed to the proposition. I, for one, 
wish to be recorded as not agreeing. 

President Gompers — Is there any new 
evidence the committee has had before 
it? 

Vice President O'Connell— I do not 
want the committee to be placed in a 
false position. The committee did not 
make the statement that the Brewers 
especially agreed to anything. Both 
parties agreed. The question of the tap- 
ping of hoops in the wash house, etc., 
was not before the committee, but when 
we considered the matter we all agreed 
that the Louisville decision should ap- 
ply. 

Delegate Prlestersbach — The second 
resolution was not before the commit- 
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tee; we could not agree to it We drew 
the attention of the committee to the 
decision of the Executive Council, but 
in the printed report of the committee 
It is stated that the Brewery Workers 
agreed to it. 

Secretary Morrison read the following: 
from the report of the committee print- 
ed in the eighth day's proceedings: 

"The committee recommended that 
both resolutions be concurred in, the 
chairman of the committee stating that 
the representatives of all parties inter- 
ested had appeared before the commit- 
tee, and that the Brewery Workers' 
representatives had agreed to the pro- 
posal." 

Vice President O'Connell— We do not 
want to take away from the Brewers 
the rights given them in that decision 
of the Louisville Convention. 

President Qompers— The chair would 
like to know whether the statement that 
the decision arrived at by the Louisville 
Convention will stand as the understand- 
ing reached by the Grievance Commit- 
tee, and agreed to by the representatives 
of the Brewery Workers and the Coop- 
ers' organisations? If so, it will be made 
part of the proceedings. Will that be 
satisfactory to the Brewery Workers? 

Delegate Priestersbach— It will be sat- 
isfactory. 

With this understanding the report 
was adopted. 

*Vlce President O'Connell continued the 
report of the committee as follows: 

Your committee reports no action ta- 
ken on Resolution No. 123, by Delegate 
Owen Miller, and Resolution No. 49, by 
Delegate D. G. Gaillard, pertaining to 
the Brewery Workers, Engineers, etc., 
and Resolution No. 48, by Delegate D. 
G. Gaillard, pertaining to the Butcher 
Workmen of New York City, as the 
subject matter contained in these resolu- 



tions have been covered by resolutions 

already submitted. 

Respectfully, 
JAMBS O'CONNELL, 

Chairman. 
WML J. O'BRIEN, 
JOHN A. MOFFITT. 
HOMER D. CALL, 
JOSEPH N. WEBER, 
EDWARD Lw JORDAN, 
HENRY JENKINS, 
DAVID J. REID, 
JOHN A. POWELL, 
C. L. BAINE, 

Secretary. 

Delegate Macarthur, for the Commit- 
tee on Labels, reported as follows: 

The committee recommend concurrence 
in the resolution which was referred to 
us at the beginning of this session. 

Resolution No. 166 — By Delegates E. 
Schaerer, A A. MVrop and R. Schirra, of 
the Bakery and Confectionery Workers' 
International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Master Bakers' As- 
sociation, under the guidance of the 
Manufacturers' Association, has de- 
clared the open shop on the members 
of the Bakery and Confectionery Work- 
ers' International Union; and 

WHEREAS, Such attempts on the part 
of the employers, declaring for the open 
shop, has led the organization of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers* in- 
ternational Union into fierce struggles in 
various parts of the country, especially 
in the cities of Boston, Mass., and 
Cleveland, Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, A renewed attempt of 
the Master Bakers' Association is being 
made to disrupt the organization of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers by 
choosing Newark, N. J., as the present 
battle ground, where they have, withouc 
consideration of the existing working 
agreements, with the local of that city, 
locked out nearly four hundred of its 
members; and 

WHEREAS, All New York and vicinity 
is also affected by this struggle, thereby 
threatening 'our entire organization; be 
it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-ttfth An- 
nual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, assemoied in Pittsburg, 
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Pa., to assist the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers' International Union in 
their present struggle in Newark, N. J. t 
for the preservation of tne union shop, 
by requesting the members of the va- 
rious organizations of Newark and vi- 
cinity to purchase only such bakery and 
confectionery products tnat bear the 
union label of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers* International Union; 
be it further 

RESOLVED, To instruct the incoming 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to renaer all possible 
assistance to the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers' International Union to 
carry this present struggle for the union 
shop in the City of Newark, N. J., to a 
victory. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Delegate Schirra asked permission to 
speak, and discussed the condition of 
the bakeis' organization at some length. 



He stated that a systematic attack was 
being made upon the bakers' organiza- 
tion in different cities; that the manu- 
facturers' association had singled out 
certain cities In which to make the at- 
tack. He also made an appeal to the 
Convention to urge all members of or- 
ganized labor to patronize the label of 
the bakers' organization. 

President Gompers — The chair sug- 
gests that the Secretary be instructed 
to forward a copy of the preamble and 
Constitution to the Essex County Trades 
Council. 

This suggestion was concurred in, and 
the motion to adopt the report of the 
committee carried. 

The Convention was then adjourned to 
meet at 9 A. M. 
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ELEVENTH DAY— Morning Session, 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M., Friday, November 24 th, Presi- 
dent Gompers In the chair. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Absentees— Kline, Butterworth, Loeb- 
enberg, Reldy, Pay, Baker, Roach, Ross 
(David), Mitchell (A. R.), Sheehan (H. 
P.), Stoughton, Dix, Williams (T. J.), 
Powell, McAndrews Brackney, Alexan- 
der, Charters, Weir, Dean, Hanraty, 
Peetz, Faison, Davis (W. A). Llndsey 
(Dennis), Skehan, Coddington, Wlilanei, 
Campbell, Shoop, Hopwood, Roemer, 
Boettger, Alcorn, Monon, Welter, Bowel, 
Boyd (P. P.), Curry, Humphrey, Obert, 
Mllburn, Haven, Comerrord, Gebhart, 
Mitchell (Thomas), Alter, Hoskowltch. 
Foley (J. H.), Wright (J. H.), Frazier 
(T. C), Baldwin, Sheffield, Jones (P. 
G.), Pulsipher, Ritthamel, Ring, Van 
Dyke, Heasley, Dunne, Farmer, Wise. 

Vice President Duncan— Inasmuch as 
we will have to give up possession of 
the hall early this afternoon, I move 
that instead of adjourning at twelve 
ind holding a short session after two 
o'clock, that we remain in continuous 
session until after two o'clock. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

President Gompers — The chair has 
here a letter from the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners and the advance sheets 
of the Miners' Magazine, which he wish- 
es to turn over to the Committee on 
President's Report. 

Vice President Kidd, for the Commit- 
tee on Education, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 86. — By E. E. Oreenawslt, 
of the Lancaster (Pa.) Central Labor Union. 

WHEREAS, Various State Federations of 
Labor and Central Labor Unions are actively 
using the non-partisan program of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for establishing 
in the people a right to a direct vote on 

Jmblic questions, as also are referendum 
eagues and many of the organized farmers, 
together with a growing number of busi- 
nessmen's organizations; and 

WHEREAS, The success of the people's 
sovereignty cause opens the way to Legis- 



lative reform in every direction; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor reaffirms the declaration of Vast 
year that the establishment of the people's 
sovereignty in place of machine rule is the 
dominant political issue (Resolution 39), and 
the Executive Council is directed to work 
for Jthe advisory initiative and advisory re- 
ferendum in national affairs, along the lines 
employed last year, as amended by Resolu- 
tion 39, of the last convention; and it is sug- 
gested to Central Labor Unions that they 
instruct their legislative committees to cause 
to be introduced in the City Council a reso- 
lution for the advisory initiative and advisory 
referendum in city affairs, and that state 
federations instruct their legislative com- 
mittees to question candidates for the legis- 
lature, the replies and notices of failure to 
reply be communicated to the unions and 
other non-partisian organizations in each 
district affected that the voters may know 
their friends and their enemies. 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be and hereby 
is authorized to appoint some one to conduct 
an aggressive non-partisan campaign for the 
establishment of the Initiative and Refer- 
endum under his direction and in the name 
of organized labor; and that the news of the 
people's sovereignty cause be published 
monthly in the American Federationist. 

The committee reported 1 as follows: 
Resolution No. 86 was transferred to 
this committee from the Committee on 
Resolutions. We recommend that it be 
referred to the Executive Council for 
action thereon. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 



Resolution No. 86. — By Delegate Mrs. 
Charles Hank, Women's International Union 
Label League: 

WHEREAS, The trades union movement 
can best be furthered and its power cen- 
tralised by creating a demand for union 
label products; and 

WHEREAS, Every wife and daughter of 
all members of organized labor should be a 
member of the Women's International Union 
Label League, because they are the pur- 
chasers for the necessities of the home; and 

WHEREAS, If the wives and daughters 
of every union man would to-day demand 
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the 'abel on every article purchased there 
would be less strikes and less non-union men 
to take the places of union men in case of 
strikes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor th.»t every affiliated National and 
Iuternati ual organization, State branch. 
City cen.r-l body and local union affiliated 
directly vuh the A. F. of L., be hereby re- 
quested i • Bfi aside at least one-half hour 
at one nifdhif? a month of the organiza- 
tions f r iu.« iliscu8sion of the union label 
and the f n vi. Hk of label leagues in localities 
whcie none ixist. 

The corr^It'ee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 48— By Delegate Her- 
bert S. Whiteman, of the Central Labor 
Council, Jamestown (N. Y.): 

WHEREAS, The General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, at its meeting 
held at Winona Lake, Indiana, adopted 
resolutions unanimously declaring its 
purpose to make a systematic study of 
the labor question and industrial prob- 
lems for the purpose of learning the 
aims and objects of organized labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in the twenty-fifth an- 
nual Convention assembled at Pittsburg, 
Pa., hereby welcomes such investiga- 
tions, as it can only aid in the success 
of the great and grand cause of labor. 

Resolution No. 100. — By Delegate Otto F. 
Thum, Denver Trades Assembly: 

WHEREAS, Tho Presbyterian cnurch in 
the United States of America, at its last 
National Convention officially established a 
Department of Church and Labor for the ex- 
press purpose of making a systematic study 
of the labor problem; and 

WHEREAS, It is part of the plan of this 
department to appoint in every industrial 
center special committees that may become 
experts in their knowledge of every phase 
r>f the labor movement, so that they may 
inform the churches with respect to the 
aims of organized labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assembled, en- 
dorse this new and significant movement 
in the Presbyterian church, and we further 
recommend that organized labor co-operate 
with this department and with its sub-com- 
mittees in every way that may be con- 
sistent, in order that the church and the 
public at large may have a more intelligent 
conception of the conditions and aspira- 
tions of the toilers. 

The committee reported as follows: 
The foregoing resolutions, being of a 
similar nature, were considered togeth- 
er. Your committee recommends that 



Resolution No. 100, being the more com- 
prehensive, be substituted for Resolu- 
tion No. 43, and that the words "organ- 
ized labor," in line 5 of the Resolution, 
be changed to "Central Labor bodies." 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On the first five paragraphs of the 
report of the Executive Council, the 
committee reported as follows: 

The Committee on Education realizes 
the many difficulties that the members 
of the Executive Council have had to 
encounter, particularly the demands 
made upon the time of the individual 
members, necessitating not only attend- 
ance at Executive Council meetings and 
the consideration of the many import- 
ant matters submitted to them by mall 
and wire, but the time expended In 
bringing about settlements of disputes 
by conciliation or otherwise. That they 
r>«—. done their work to the best of 
t. .«.-.»• ability is the sincere belief of your 
committee. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Committee entitled "Legisla- 
tion, Administration Re Labor," the 
committee reported as follows: 

We recommend to the Convention 
that the Executive Council be author- 
ized to appoint a legislative committee 
to secure the enactment of measures In 
the interests of labor, and to prevent 
the passage of measures inimical to its 
interests. We note with regret that the 
party in power has failed to carry Into 
effect its promises for an eight -hour 
law, an anti-injunction law and a law 
to protect free labor against the evil 
effects of convict labor; and we indorse 
the attitude of your Executive Council 
in holding the dominant party responsi- 
ble for the failure of American labor to 
receive much-needed legislative relief. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council entitled "Shorter 
Work Day," the committee reported as 
follows: 

Relative to the eight-hour work day, 
we recommend that authority be given 
your Executive Council to outline a 
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shorter-hour propaganda, that in its 
wisdom it may consider likely to con- 
tribute to the establishment of a univer- 
sal eight-hour work day. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council entitled "Child La- 
bor," the committee reported as follows: 

The efforts of your Executive Council 
to stamp out child labor, the greatest of 
. all industrial evils, should receive the 
hearty support of every member of or- 
ganized labor. We recommend that au- 
thority be given the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor to co- 
operate with other organizations estab- 
lished for the purpose of taking children 
from the mill, the factory and mine and 
placing them In the schoolroom and 
playground. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council entitled "Sweat 
Shops," the committee reported as fol- 
lows: 

We approve the efforts of the Execu- 
tive Council to bring: about the total 
elimination of the sweat shop system 
from the industrial world, and commend 
IDs action in the appointment of a com- 
mittee to enlist the co-operation of other 
bodies organized for a like purpose. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council entitled "Questioning 
of Candidates,"' the committee reported 
as follows: 

We heartily endorse the recommenda- 
tion of the Executive Council that the 
questioning of candidate system be 
brought into general use. Wherever this 
system prevails, the opportunity of se- 
curing favorable legislation is enhanced. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On (that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council entitled "Initiative 
and Referendum," the committee re- 
ported as follows: 

There are few questions before the 
public of greater importance to the 
wage -workers than the initiative and 



referendum. We recommend that this 
Twenty-flfth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor reiterate 
its former declaration In favor of this 
system. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council entitled "Equal Suf- 
frage," the committee reported as fol- 
lows: 

Your committee recommends that the 
Executive Council be authorized to co- 
operate with the Equal Suffrage Asso- 
ciation, and such other organizations as 
are organized for the purpose of grant- 
ing to women the same political rights 
as those enjoyed by men. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council entitled "Self-Govern- 
ment in Public Schools," the committee 
reported as follows: 

Considerable literature bearing upon 
the question of self-government in public 
schools was submitted to your commit- 
tee. The system of self-government 
means that the discipline necessary to 
the success of educational Institutions 
shall be vested in the pupils themselves. 
They are supposed to try all breaches of 
discipline and «to punish wayward pupils. 
The system has been introduced in 
quite a number of schools, and seems 
to have met with considerable success. 
On account, however, of the diversity of 
opinion among the members of your 
committee, we deem it advisable to re- 
fer the entire subject matter to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Treas- 
urer Lennon, Delegate Goldstein and 
Vice President Kidd. 

The report of the committee was then 
adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council entitled "Convention 
Proceedings Reprinted," etc, the com- 
mittee made the following report: 

The report of the Executive Council to 
this Convention shows that, in compli- 
ance with the authority given it by the 
last Convention, the official proceedings 
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of the Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, since its formation, in 
1881, have been reprinted. The Execu- 
tive Council further asks that it be au- 
thorized to set a reasonable price for the 
same. We recommend to this Conven- 
tion that the Executive Council be 
granted authority to sell the reprints to 
prospective purchasers at a price that 
will cover the cost of publication, or 
such price as it may consider reason- 
able. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council headed "Conclusion," 
the committee reported as follows: 

We heartily concur in the conclusions 
of the Executive Council of the Amerl- 
catlon Federation of Labor, and trust 
it will continue In the future, as it has 
In the past, to give us the best efforts 
toward the success of the Federation 
and of the labor movement generally. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Your Committee on Education submits 
the following- proposition for the favor- 
able consideration of this Convention: 

WHEREAS, The wage earners of this 
country are continuously confronted by 
such intricate problems as, (1), the ap • 
prentice question; (2), the displacement 
Of the laborer by the machine; (3), in- 
sidious child labor; (4), tne graduate of 
the trade schools, manual training and 
schools of technology; (5) unsanitary 
conditions in home and shop; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that theSv 
auestions must be taken up in the fu- 
ture by the delegates to the American 
Federation of Labor Conventions, and, 
realizing the necessity of broad and def- 
inite knowledge of the questions by all 
trades unionists; therefore 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the President ap- 
point a committee of three trades union 
members residing in Indianapolis to 
study the apprentice question; three in 
Pittsburg to study the displacement of 
men by machinery; three in Boston to 
study the question of child labor: three 
in Chicago to inquire into the effects on 
the wage earner of the graduate of the 
trade school, and three m New York 
City to take up the question of unsani- 
tary conditions in home and shop; and 

RESOLVED, That these committees 
be appointed within sixty days of the 
adjournment of this Convention: that 
they be instructed to study the various 
phases of the several questions and 
their direct effect on the wage earners; 



that they serve without pay (except for 
necessary postage and paper), and that 
they submit a written report to the next 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
roport of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed at length 
by Delegate Hill, who moved to amend 
the resolution ofTered by the committee 
by providing that a committee be ap- 
pointed in some Southern city to inves- 
tigate and report upon the child labor 
question. (Seconded.) 

The matter was also discussed by 
Delegate Walsh, who suggested that a 
committee to investigate and report up- 
on the child labor question be appointed 
for the City of San Francisco. 

In discussing the question Delegate 
Winn said: In the city of Chicago there 
is at the present time a proposition to 
build, In connection with the public 
school system, a most complete school 
for the purpose of turning out trades- 
men. If they do this In Chicago they 
will do it elsewhere. Do the trades 
unionists of this country want schools 
of this kind? 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Frank K. Foster. 

Treasurer Lennon — I move you that 
where the report refers to committees to 
be appointed in certain cities, that that 
part be stricken out, and the recommen- 
dation referred to the Executive Council, 
with the recommendation that they co- 
operate with the bodies already in ex- 
istence to look after such matters. (Sec- 
onded.) 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Thum, Berger, Hill and Vice 
President Kidd. 

Treasurer Lennon' s amendment wai 
then voted on and lost. 

Delegate Hill moved to amend the 
committee's report by adding that a 
committee to investigate the child labor 
question be appointed in Nashville, Tenn. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Miller. 

It was then moved by Delegate Engel, 
as an amendment to the amendment, 
that the report of the committee be re- 
ceived, except that part which referred 
to the child labor committee, and that 
the Executive Council be empowered to 
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appoint committees In such cities as, In 
their opinion, will bring about the re- 
sults sought by the committee. (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate Hill— I accept that amend- 
ment, because I think the Executive 
Council will appoint such a committee in 
the Southeast I also second the amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Engel. 

The amendment was then voted on 
and carried. 

The report of the committee as 

amended was then adopted. 

Vice President Kidd — This concludes 
the work of your committee. 
Respectfully submitted, 
THOS. I. KIDD, Chairman, 
WM, B. MACFARLANE, Secretary. 
W. D. MAHOtf, 
D. O. RAMSAY. 
FRANK X. NOSCHANG, 
THOMAS S. FARREL1* 
EDMUND F. WARD, 
ROBT. S. MALONEY, 
JAMES O. CAIN, 
STEPHEN CHARTERS. 

Delegate M. J. Keough, for the com- 
mittee to consider Resolution No. 21, 
relative to the application for a charter 
for the Stogie Makers' League, reported 
as follows: 

Restitution No. 21.— By Delegate Mike 
Mahoney, of the West Virginia State Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

WHEREAS, It is the pnrpose of the 
American Federation of Labor to encourage 
organisation of the wage earner in every 
branch of industry for the purpose of im- 
proving the condition of the laboring people 
of this country; and 

WHEREAS, The Stogie Makers are, in 
the opinion of those working at the Stogie 
Makers' trade, a separate and distinct In- 
dustry in itself; and 

WHEREAS, The Stogie Makers of this 
country are at present partly organized 
in a National Union and desire affiliation 
with the American Federation of Labor in 
order that they may co-operate with other 
labor unions in organising the wage earn- 
ers; and 

WHEREAS, The Stogie Makers have ap- 
plied for a charter of affilation and have 
been denied same without any dear and de- 
finite reasons why they should not be af- 
filiated with the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That it Is the sense of the 
members of the West Virginia State Feder- 
ation of Labor that a charter of affiliation 
with the American Federation of Labor 
should be granted to the Stogie Makers' 
League. 



Tour committee recommends to the 
Convention that the application for char- 
ter from the American Federation of 
Labor to the Stogie Makers' League, 
asked for in this resolution, be denied. 
Our reasons are: 

First. The stogie makers use the 
same material and the same methods in 
making stogies as do the cigar makers 
in making cigars, hence the stogie mak- 
ers should come under the jurisdiction of 
the International Cigar Makers' Union. 

Second. The International Cigar Mak- 
ers' Union, by referendum vote, has de- 
cided to take in the stogie makers and 
give them the same protection and ben- 
efits it gives the cigar makers. 
M. J. KEOUGH, 

Chairman. 
RICHARD BRAUNSCHWEIG. 
CHARLES PEETZ, 
J. F. MORRIS, 
ED. ROSENBERG, 

Secretary. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Halles, Tracy and M. Mahoney. 

It was moved and seconded that Mir. 
McLaughlin, of the Stogie Makers* 
League, be granted the privilege of the 
floor. (Carried.) 

Mr. McLaughlin spoke at some length 
of the work done by the Stogie Makers* 
League. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Rosenberg, Mahoney, Wood 
and Duffy* 

The motion to ooncur in the report of 
the committee was then carried. 

Delegate Mahoney asked for a roll 
call, but the demand was not supported 
by a sufficient number of delegates. 

Delegate John Golden, of the United 
Textile Workers of America, asked for 
permission to speak at this time. 

Permission being granted, Delegate 
Golden said: 

Mr. President and Delegates: I thank 
you for your Indulgence. I have chosen 
this time to say a few words in regard to 
a remarkable event which occurred in 
our convention in San Francisco twelve 
months ago to-day. I think many of 
the delegates here were also delegates 
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to that convention, and they will re- 
member that memorable Friday morning 
when, assisted by my colleagues from the 
East, I made an appeal for the Textile 
Workers who were on strike In Fall 
River. How that appeal was responded 
to you well know. I have two purposes 
in mind In asking your indulgence this 
morning. Certain people who are not very 
favorable to the American Federation of 
Labor have seen fit to find fault with the 
assessment granted to the United Tex- 
tile Workers of America, and also to at- 
tack the American Federation of Labor 
in regard to the Fall River strike. In 
justice to the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor, and to the members 
of the Executive Council, I deem It my 
duty this morning to refute statements 
that have been made by these people. 

The strike was inaugurated In Fall 
River on the 25th of July, and a few 
weeks afterwards I journeyed down to 
Washington to obtain the indorsement of 
the American Federation of Labor for 
that strike. That indorsement was will- 
ingly granted. When the strike had 
been in progress for about three months 
and we were then satisfied It was a 
fight to a finish, I again went to Wash- 
ington, accompanied by Secretary Hib- 
bart, and appeared before the officers of 
the American Federation of Labor. We 
asked that a special appeal be sent out 
for funds to support the strikers. Be- 
fore we reached Fall River again that 
appeal was being sent broadcast through 
the country. When we saw our treasury 
being depleted and knew that our very 
existence was at stake, we made the 
appeal to the San Francisco Convention. 
The result of that appeal you all know. 
From that assessment we received $33,- 
680. I want to tell you, my friends, that 
was a mighty welcome visitor to those 
people who were fighting for their organ- 
ization. 

It seems the people connected with the 
Industrial Workers of the World are try- 
ing to make little of this matter, and 
are trying to make you believe the Fall 
River strike was lost. I want to say 
that strike was not lost. Although we 
were compelled, on account of the con- 
dition of our industry, to submit to a re- 
duction in wages, we were not compelled 
to sacrifice our organization. The as- 
sessment enabled us to fight until we 
compelled the Fall River manufacturers 



to settle the strike with the represent- 
atives of organized labor. So far as we 
are concerned, we have no fault to find. 
The assessment was not as large as 
many people expected it would be, but 
It was large enough to enable us to con- 
tinue our struggle. Some people have 
complained because $2,000 of the money 
was diverted for the strike of the Hat 
and Cap Makers, and because $2,000 was 
diverted to help the Garment Workers. 
If that money helped our brothers in 
those organizations to win their strikes, 
no one is prouder of it than the United 
Textile Workers. It Is stated that some 
two or three thousand dollars of the as- 
sessment still remains. We have come 
to this Convention for the purpose of 
finding out whether or not we are enti- 
tled to that money. We do not want it 
to build up the treasury of our organi- 
zation, but we would like to have it to 
use in organizing. You all understand, 
of course, that when the strike was con- 
cluded our local and national treasuries 
were completely gone, and we were not 
in a position to carry on the work of 
organizing. Conditions were never more 
favorable for organizing in our trade 
than they are to-day. We are not here, 
however, to claim that we are entitled 
to any further funds from the assess- 
ment We have no fear but that the 
Executive Council will do Its duty by 
our organization, and if they feel like 
using whatever money is left from that 
fund in organizing, we feel sure it will 
be used to the best advantage. 

The officers and members of the Exec- 
utive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor have shown by their ac- 
tions In the past that they are wining 
to do what is right by us. We want to 
deny all charges thartl the American Fed- 
eration of Labor did not do its duty by 
us. It has been charged that our Pres- 
ident was not looked upon with favor by 
our members. His reception in Law- 
rence not many weeks ago, I think, is 
proof sufficient to show that Samuel 
Gompers has not lost the, respect of the 
United Textile Workers of this country. 
I now am desirous to thank the repre- 
sentatives of all the unions, national and 
international, that contributed so gener- 
ously to us In the great struggle we 
went through In Fall River. The assess- 
ment was only a portion of the magnifi- 
cent support we received. We received 
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something like $150,000 through the affil- 
iated organizations of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. This proved conclu- 
sively that the American Federation of 
Labor is a power for good in times of 
trouble. We now desire to tender you 
our heartfelt and grateful thanks for 
this magnificent support, and to assure 
you that we shall be in the future, as 
we have been in the past, ever ready 
to support those who are in need. Only 
two weeks ago, in spite of our own em- 
barrassed condition, every local in the 
City of Fall River sent down a donation 
to the starchers on strike in the City of 
Troy, and they are willing to repeat this 
if the struggle in that city continues. 

There Is no fear of our loyalty to the 
American Federation of Labor waning. 
The Industrial Workers of the World are 
trying to steal many of our locals from 
the national body, but I am happy to say . 
they have failed in every Instance, and 
I am sure they will continue to fail. We 
know our duty to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; we know what we owe 
to that organization and its affiliated 
bodies, and we thank you all for your 
magnificent support. We thank you in 
the name of the thousands of women 
and children you supported during our 
strike, and assure you the action of the 
American Federation of Labor in the Ban 
Francisco Convention will not be for- 
gotten. By that action the American 
Federation of Labor and all Its unions 
declared to the world that in a time of 
extraordinary trouble the great heart of 
organized labor throbbed in sympathy 
for us. 

Delegate W. D. Ryan, for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 162— By Delegate C. C. 
Douglas, I. C. T. C., Pittsburg: 

WHEREAS, The City of Pittsburg 
contains two central labor bodies, 
one composed exclusively of delegates 
duly elected by locals, all of whose na- 
tional or international organizations aio 
affiliated with ine American Federal Jon 
of Labor, and the other composed par- 
tially of bodies in no way affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Such condition has been 
most detrimental to the unity of labor 
in this city and has been the cause of 
most, if not all, of the ineffectiveness of 
the organized workers in this section 
which has so often been apparent; ana 

WHEREAS, The condition has bee»* 



fostered in. a large measure, though prob- 
ably unwittingly, by the aid given that 
central body, part of whose members 
are not connected with the locals affil- 
iated with the American Federation of 
Labor, and the withdrawal of whose 
delegates would not only have a strong 
tendency to bring about the existence 
of only one central body in this city, 
but might also be the* means of elimi- 
nating an organization directly antag- 
onistic to the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That this Convention call 
upon those national and international 
unions whose subordinate bodies in 
Pittsburg have delegates m the central 
body that owes no allegiance to the 
American Federation of Labor to at 
once withdraw their delegates from said 
unaffiliated central body. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation: That the recommen- 
dation be concurred in by the Conven- 
tion, and that the national and interna- 
tional unions be instructed to withdraw 
the following locals from the rump cen- 
tral body: 

Commercial Telegraphers, No. 6: 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paper Hangers, No. 72, No. 6, No. 
699, No. 282, and District Council No. 1, 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decoratois 
and Paper Hangers; International Un- 
ion of Journeymen Horse Shoers, No. 
9; Housesmiths, No. 94; International 
Typographical Union No. 7; Glass Bot- 
tle Blowers* Association, No. 1; Eleva- 
tor Constructors, Leather Workers, City 
Firemen's Association. 

It was moved and seconded that tho 
report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

Delegate Feeney, of the Elevator Con- 
structors, announced that that organiza- 
tion had no local at this time affiliated 
with the central body under discussion, 
and have not had for the past six 
months. 

Vice President Duncan— The list read 
was furnished by the Recording Secre- 
tary of the United Labor League of 
this city. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

The committee reported as follows 
on Resolution No. 147: In the opinion or 
this committee the subject matter con- 
tained herein is not in proper form to 
be acted upon by the committee, as it 
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is a declaration of principles Instead 01 
a set of resolutions. We recommend 
that no action be taken thereon. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

On Resolutions No. 68 and No. 103, the 
committee recommends the following: 
As both these resolutions are on th* 
subject of immigration one recommen- 
dation will be sufficient. We have haa 
submitted to the committee a copy of 
a -proposed law and also a brief in sup- 
port of that law. The committee de- 
sires to submit the following as a 
substitute for the two resolutions and 
for that part of the report of the Ex- 
ecutive Council under the caption •'Im- 
migration," the following: 

A further check should be put upon 
assisted immigration. The law now 
permits the passage of an alien to be 
paid by any relative or "friend" living 
in this country. Every employer who 
wants to bring in cheap laboiers Is of 
course a "friend" to them, or can find 
somebody to play the part. It is one 
of the readiest means of evading the 
contract labor law. The privilege of 
paying the passage of others should be 
restricted to the nearest relatives — fath- 
ers, mothers and children, brothers and 
sisters, husbands and wives. 

In acconiar.ee with the views here 
outlined, we recommend that you au- 
thorize your officers to use all honorable 
means for the amendment of our immi- 
gration laws so as to exclude persons 
physically unfit, to check the evil of as- 
sisted Immigration, to introduce an ed- 
ucational test, and to provide that ports 
of entry shall be confined to those on 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred In. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Kemper, who objected to the report 
because it did not specify exactly the 
classes to be excluded and those to be 
admitted. He also wished the report to 
be more specific in stating that an asy- 
lum would be afforded in this country 
to people who were persecuted in Euro- 
pean countries on account of their polit- 
ical views. 

Treasurer Lennon— I wish to amenu 
the report of the committee by provid- 
ing that no one shall be excluded who 
leaves his own coWtry because of po- 
litical offenses. (Seconded.) 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Kelly, Smith and Berger. 



Delegate W. B. Wilson— Does the com- 
mittee recommend that we go on recoru 
as absolutely prohibiting immigration 
from Canada except by way of the At- 
lantic or Pacific or Gulf ports? 

President Gompers— No, the report re- 
fers to immigration from European 
countries and tho Orient. 

Delegate Ryan— The committee was 
treating of immigration from Europe 
and Asiatic countries; Canada was not 
considered. 

Vice President Duncan— The report of 
the committee deals with immigration 
from European countries on the East 
and on the West with immigration from 
Oriental countries. It has nothing to do 
with Canadians coming Into the United 
States. 

On motion of Delegate Zaring debate 
was closed. 

Treasurer Lennon' s amendment was 
accepted as part of the report by the 
committee. 

The report as amended was then car- 
ried. 

Vice President Duncan— When the 
Committee on Resolutions reported on 
a previous occasion a recommendation 
was made in reference to Resolution 
No. 118. The report made by the com* 
mittee at that time was as follows: 

"The committee recommended that the 
resolution be adopted with the third 
'Resolved' amended to read as follows: 

" 'RESOLVED, That the law should 
contain a provision that the Boiler In- 
spector, or his assistants, should be 
skilled, experienced and practical work- 
men; and if the Boiler Inspector is *0 
have charge of the inspection of steam 
navigation vessels, a proviso should be 
incorporated in said law that he be a 
skilled, experienced and practical work- 
er.' " 

The report of the committee was 
adopted at the time the recommenda- 
tion was made. Since that time evi- 
dence has been presented to us that in a 
great many parts of the country the 
word "workmen" has tempted scheming 
politicians to put in men far removed 
industrially from a boiler maker. The 
committee, therefore, gave the resolution 
further consideration and wishes to 
bring it again before the Convention, 
with the recommendation that this sec- 
tion of the resolution be amended to 
read as follows: 
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"RESOLVED, That such a law should 
contain a provision that the Boiler In- 
spector, or his assistants, should be 
skilled, experienced and practical me- 
chanics; and if the Boiler Inspector is 
to have charge of the inspection of the 
boilers of steam navigation vessels, a 
proviso should be incorporated In said 
law that he be a skilled, experienced and 

gractical mechanic with a knowledge of 
oilers." 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolutions Nos. 35 and 72 were con- 
sidered together by the committee, and 
both were non-concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred in. 

The motion was discussed by Delegate 
Lavin. At the expiration of the time 
allowed each delegate to speak to a ques- 
tion, a motion was made and seconded 
that the time allowed Delegate Lavin be 
extended. 

President Gompers— Objections are of- 
fored to this extension of the Delegate's 
time. No motion which requires the 
unanimous consent of the Convention 
can be put 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Goldstein. At the expiration of ten 
minutes a motion was made and second- 
ed that Delegate Goldstein's time be ex- 
tended. 

President Gompers — The attention of 
the chair has been called to the fact that 
the rules of the Convention do not pro- 
vide that delegates must have the unan- 
imous consent of the Convention to 
make a motion to extend the time a 
delegate is allowed in which to speak. 
It simply requires the consent of the 
Convention. 

Vice President Duncan — I move that 
the time of the delegate now on the 
floor be extended, and that at the con- 
clusion of his speech Delegate Lavin be 
given more time in which to finish his 
speech. 

President Gompers— If there are no 
objections that will be the course pur- 
sued. Hearing none, Delegate Goldstein 
may proceed. 

Delegate Goldstein continued his ad- 
dress. 

Delegate Mahon— I rise to a point of 



order. Section 8 of Article m. of the 
Constitution of the American Federation 
of Labor says: 

"Party politics, whether they be Dem- 
ocratic, Republican, Socialistic, Populis- 
tic, Prohibition, or any other, shall have 
no place in the Conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor." 

I contend, therefore, that the dele- 
gate is out of order. 

President Gompers — The point is well 
taken. The resolutions are out of or- 
der. 

Delegate Max Morris — I move you that 
the election of officers and the selection 
of the next Convention city be made a 
special order of business for 10 o'clock 
Saturday morning. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Vice President Duncan, for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, continued the re- 
port as follows: 

There is but one resolution in the 
hands of the committee of the number 
that was referred to it, Resolution No. 
78. It has been by common consent one 
of the prerogatives of the Committee 
on Resolutions to offer a resolution of 
this character. We have two resolutions 
which we wish to present: 

Resolution No. 167 — By Resolutions 
Committee: 

WHEREAS, The ladles of delegates 
and friends to this Convention are out- 
spoken in their praise of the hospitality 
of the ladies of Pittsburg^ whose good- 
will and kindliness have been very man- 
ifest; and 

WHEREAS. The visiting ladies desire 
to give public expression of their appre- 
ciation of the sociability and cordiality 
bestowed upon them; therefore 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby records said fact and returns to 
the lady friends of organized labor in 
Allegheny County its thanks for their 
untiring efforts towards the comforts 
and enjoyment of our lady visitors. \ 

Resolution No. 168 — By Resolutions 
Committee: 

RESOLVED, That this Convention, In 
its closing hours, admonishes organised 
labor In this great industrial center to 
solidify by concentrating its forces so 
that there will be neither rival nor dual 
central bodies, nor other division of trade 
union authority to stop or retard the 
steady progress of the local labor move- 
ment; 

RBSOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
fifth Annual Convention of the Amerl- 
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pan Federation of Labor thanks the 
people of Pittsburg for their many 
tokens of official and social attention. 
Business men, clubs, trade union offi- 
cials, the great rank and file of organ- 
ized labor, the Mayor's representative, 
the Church and the post office clerk in 
attendance at the Convention hall 
have all contributed their portion to 
make our stay in this great coal and iron 
center both pleasant and instructive, and 
to all we convey the thanks of this great 
body — the true representatives of sturdy, 
aspiring and achieving humanity. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee t>e concurred 
in. 

On motion of Delegate Berger the re- 
port was amended by including the post- 
master of the city in the list of those 
to whom the thanks of the Convention 
were tendered. 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. 

To all of which the Committee on Res- 
olutions of the Twenty-flfth Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
hereby subscribes. 

Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES DUNCAN, 

Chairman. 
W. D. RYAN, 

Secretary. 
D. D. MULCAHY, 
J. F. GRIMES. 
J. T. BUTLER, 
D. A. CAREY. 
JAMES WOOD, 
P. J. DONNELLY, 
W. E. KENNEDY. 
A. E. KELLINGTON, 
P. J. DOWNEY. 

Delegate Jones asked what disposition 
had been made of Resolution No. 99. 

Delegate Ryan— The resolution was 
taken up and considered by the commit- 
tee, and we understood the matter was 
settled between Brother Golden and the 
introducer of the resolution. 

Vice President Duncan— The represen- 
tative of the Textile Workers reported 
to the committee that they had a con- 
ference and that arrangements satis- 
factory to both parties had been 
reached. 

Delegate Golden— The principal request 
made in the resolution was that repre- 
sentatives be sent to Plymouth ana 
Wilkes-Barre to organize the Textile 
Workers there. My attention was 
called to this and I Informed Delegates 
Lavln and Jones that If they would fix 
a date I would go there myself. 



The delegate introducing the motion 
desired to have it appear in the pro- 
ceedings, and Vice President Duncan 
announced that the committee would 
take further action on the resolution 
and report to the Convention at a later 
session. 

Delegate Macarthur, for the Commit- 
tee on Labels, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 13— By Delegate J. 8. 
Carder, of the International Association 
of Marble Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International Associ- 
ation of Marble Workers, at their last 
convention, held in Rutland, Vermont, 
in June, 1905, adopted an international 
union label; and 

WHEREAS, The International Associ- 
ation of Marble Workers believe that 
the use of the label being given only to 
fair manufacturing Arms engaged in the 
production of marble work, that those 
firms now considered unfair will be 
brought into harmony with the Interna- 
tional Association of Marble Workers, 
and a most effective blow be given to 
the prison-made marble products of Rut- 
land, Vt., Joliet, HI.. Baltimore. Md., and 
all such as may exist, but are not here 
specified; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in its twenty-flfth an- 
nual Convention, do hereby endorse and 
approve of the said label of the Interna- 
tional Association of Marble Workers, 
and that it pledges its hearty support 
and the support of all its affiliated Cen- 
tral bodies and Building Trades Councils 
to the International Association of Mar- 
ble Workers in their endeavor to bring 
about the full recognition of the said 
label by all firms engaged In the manu- 
facture and finishing of all marble work. 

The committee concurred in the res- 
olution and recommended its adoption 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 165— By Delegate Geo. 
E. Brady, of the International Jewelry 
Workers' Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Jew- 
elry Workers' Union of America, an or- 
ganization affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, is struggling for 
an existence in the labor world; and 

WHEREAS, The largest part of the 
jewelry manufactured In the United 
States is of the kind worn by the work- 
ing people; and 

WHEREAS, The Manufacturing Jew- 
elers' Association, in the locality wher* 
these goods are made, in answer to the 
demand of the Jewelry Workers for a 
nine -hour day, made a public statement, 
that as jewelry is a luxury* and not a, 
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necessity, they could not grant the de- 
mand for a nine-hour day, as It would 
Increase the cost of production; be it 
hereby 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed 
eration of Labor, in the Twenty-flfth 
Annual Convention assembled, in Pitts 
burg, November 21, 1905, endorse the 
double acorn label of the International 
Jewelry Workers' Union of America, and 
that we use our best efforts to create a 
larger demand for this label on all jew- 
elry; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That Convention recom- 
mend to all affiliated organizations the 
support of the Jewelry Workers' Union 
Label. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Brady, of the Jewelry Work- 
ers, discussed the resolution at some 
length, and urged that ail members of 
labor organizations buy no Jewelry that 
did not bear the label of their organi- 
sation. He spoke at length of the 
strikes, lock-outs and other troubles of 
the organization in the cities where a 
large number of jewelry workers were 
employed, and urged that their organi- 



zation be given the moral support of 
all the organizations affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. Dele- 
gate Brady read the following list of 
nrms using the label of the Interna- 
tional Jewelry Workers* Union: C. C. 
Darling & Co., Providence, R. I.; Wil- 
liams & Anderson, Providence, R. I.; 
Newman Rosen & Co., Chicago, 111.; 
Universal Button Emblem Co., Chicago. 
111.: The Solidarity Watch Case Co.. 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; F. H. Jacobson & Co., 
Chicago, 111.; Doran & Do ran, Provi- 
dence, R. I.; I. Birkner & Son, New 
York, N. Y.; M. Newman, Chicago, 111.. 
Thomas J. Dunn & Co., New York, N. 
Y. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then carried. 

Delegate Thum— I move. that when the 
Convention adjourns it adjourn to meet 
at 8 o'clock, Saturday morning. 

The motion was seconded but not car- 
ried. 

The Convention was then adjourned to 
meet at 9 A. M., November 25th. 
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The Convention was called to order at 
9 A. M., Saturday, November 25th, Pres- 
ident Gompers In the chair. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Absentees— Kline, Butterworth, Yar- 
nell, Henry (J. S.), Zuckerman, Loeben- 
berg, Maher. Sullivan (T. J.), Foster 
(W. H.), Baker (E. J.), Roach, Wamcr, 
Wilson (J. T.), Boyle, Ross, MitcheU (A. 
R), Weber. * Miller (Owen), Curran, 
S tough ton, Dix, Marr, Kelly, Freel, Mc- 
Keever, Flood, Hibbert, McAndrews, 
Flynn (Ed.), Brackney, Alexander, 
Charters, Weir, Hanraty, Perkins, Peetz, 
Byrne, Faison, Wall, Davis, Mahoney, 
Skehan, Coddington, Wlllaner, Camp- 
bell, Bhoop, Hopwood, Miller, Roemer, 
Boettger, Alcorn, Welter, Adams (H. J.), 
Bower, Boyd, Curry, Humphrey, Obert, 
Mllburn, Love, Haven, Brookshaw, 
Creager, Comerford, Gebhart, Pierce (J. 
D.), Mitchell (Thomas), Alter. Bien. 
Wright, Frazier, Baldwin, Sheffield, 
Jones (F. G.), Pulsipher, Ritthamel, 
Ring, Van Dyke, Heasley, Farmer, 
Wise. 

Delegate Klapetzky, for the Commit- 
tee on State Organization, reported as 
follows: 

We. your Committee on State Organ- 
ization, herewith submit the following 
report: 

Resolution No. 51— By Delegate Henry 
H. Boettger, of Davenport Trades and 
Labor Assembly: 

WHEREAS, A continual difference ex 
ists between the Davenport Trades and 
Labor Assembly and the Tri-City Labor 
Congress, the latter having for Its ob- 
ject the disruption of our Central Body, 
as well as discouraging unions from our 
city in affiliating with us, especially Tri- 
City organizations: and 

WHEREAS, By so doing it Is detri- 
mental to both sides, as well as to the 
labor movement in general, for It dis- 
courages organization of new crafts; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
l^bor instruct the national organiza- 
tions that their locals (if such exist) In 
Davenport, whether Tri-City or not, 
™nBt affiliate with our Central Body, 



and that Tri-City organisations only 
pay per capita tax on the number of 
members residing in Davenport (Iowa), 
the Tri-City Labor Congress to receive 
the other, and by so doing it will create 
more perfect harmony in both cities, and 
will eliminate the everlasting struggle 
gle for supremacy so detrimental to 
both 3ide8 once and for alt. 

The committee recommended that the 
matter be referred to the Executive 
Council, with instructions to send a 
representative to that city and try to 
bring about harmony among the con- 
tending factions. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 107— By Delegates F. J. 
McNulty, William EI Kennedy and Ste- 
phen Fay, of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers: 

WHEREAS, The work of the Outside 
Electrical Workers (commonly known 
as linemen), is extremely hazardous 
under any conditions; and 

WHEREAS, In numerous cities 
throughout the country the various 
public service corporations run their 
electrical transmission wires on the 
same poles, disregarding any safeguard 
for the lives ani limbs of their em- 
ployes who are forced to work on the 
lines from day to day; and 

WHEREAS, There are no laws to reg- 
ulate the construction of said transmis- 
sion lines so as to minimize the dan- 
ger; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall; through its 
State branches. Central Bodies, Execu- 
tive Board and organizers, urge the en- 
actment of such ordinances as may be 
introduced In the various cities through- 
out the country, and the passage of 
such bills as may be presented to the 
Legislatures of the various States, that 
will safeguard the wage-earners who 
are compelled to work among elec- 
trical transmission wires, and the pub- 
lic at large. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 
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The committee recommended that that 
part of the report of the Executive 
Council entitled "New York Eight-Hour 
Law," etc, be concurred in. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee further recommended 
the following: 

The State Federations are an Import- 
ant and valuable part of our great la- 
bor movement. Under our form of gov- 
ernment, constituted of forty-flve States, 
each sovereign in its own powers, it is 
essential, if we expect the greatest 
measures of legislative relief and reform 
in the interests of the wage earners, 
that these must be secured from our 
State legislatures. In this work our af- 
filiated State Federations must of ne- 
cessity be the most potent powers. 

Besides, affiliated State Federations 
are powerful factors in organization and 
in carrying Into effect the principles, 
policy and declarations of the American 
Federation of Labor. We therefore rec- 
ommend that the fullest possible assist- 
ance be rendered by this Federation to 
all affiliated State Federations.. 
Respectfully submitted, 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, Chairman. 

W. E. KLAPETZKY, Secretary. 

JOHN O. WALSH, 

MICHAEL O'DONNELL, 

M. J. NOONAN, 

E. E. GREENAWALT, 

EMIL SCHAERER, 

C. C. DOUGLAS, 

PHILIP KELLY, 

EDWARD J. McCULLEN, 

GEORGE F. TUCKER. 
On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Delegate Frank Duffy, for the Com- 
mittee on Building Trades, reported as 
follows: 

The Committee on Building Trades, 
after carefully considering the matters 
referred to that body, wishes to report 
as follows: 

Resolution No. 12— By Delegate Charles 
Lavln, of the Wilkes-Barre (Pa.) Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, The building trades of the 
Wyoming Valley were locked out by 
the Master Builders in September, 1904. 
in order to Introduce the open shop; 
and 



WHEREAS. The building trades of the 
Wyoming Valley have stood firm for fif- 
teen months in order to maintain the 
union shop and trade union principles 
at a great financial cost In law suits ini- 
tiated by the Master Builders in order 
to weaken and disrupt the United Build- 
ing Trades; and 

WHEREAS, The Master Builders are 
largely sustained by the Citizens' Alli- 
ance and the employers of labor in the 
vicinity; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
dorse the stand maintained by the build- 
ing trades of the Wyoming Valley; and 
in order to further encourage and stim- 
ulate their efforts to maintain the union 
shop, we extend to them our moral and, 
if necessary, our financial aid In the 
contest in which they are at present en- 
gaged, and request that members of the 
building trades keep away from Wilkes- 
Barre until the contest is ended. 

The committee reported as follows: 

We indorse the stand taken by the 
Building Trades of Wyoming Valley in 
resisting the open shop proposition, and 
recommend that the question of financial 
assistance be referred to the Executive 
Council for investigation as to the pres- 
ent status of the case before further 
action be taken. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Frayne, Lav in and Jones. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then carried. 

Resolution No. 63 — By Delegates Hank 
and Butterworth, of the Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers. 

WHEREAS, The Northwestern Terra 
Cotta Co., of Chicago, has been on the 
unfair list of the American Federation 
of Labor for a number of years, and the 
said boycott has been rendered ineffec- 
tive by the fact that the Building 
Trades continue to work on buildings 
constructed of said firm's material, and 
to handle said material in the construc- 
tion of buildings, particularly in the 
cities of Pittsburg, Chicago and St. 
Louis; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. By the Twenty-fifth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the building 
trades of these cities and others where 
the Northwestern Terra Cotta Co. has 
contracts, render every assistance to the 
International Alliance In their efforts to 
make this company fair to organized la- 
bor. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation : 

We concur in the resolution, with the 
following modification: That the Build- 
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ing Trades in the cities mentioned be 
requested to render every moral assist- 
ance to the International Alliance In 
their efforts to make the Northwestern 
Terra Cotta Co. fair to organized labor. 
. On motion, the report of the commit- 
/tee was adopted. 

Resolution No. 115 — By Delegate Love, 
of the Philadelphia Central Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, In the outlying districts 
of the City of Philadelphia, Pa., the 
building trades affiliated with the A. F. 
of L., owing to the laxity of the men in 
question, are in an unorganized and de- 
moralized condition; and 

WHEREAS. Numerous independent 
attempts have been made by the various 
International Building Trades to organ- 
ize the men in these districts without 
success, owing, probably, to the methods 
adopted; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention re- 
quest the Presidents or the various 
building trades, or their representatives, 
to meet in committee and devise ways 
and means for instituting a concerted 
move, with a view to organize the men 
in question; and be it further 

RESOLVED. That the A. F. of L. 
station an officer in that city at an 
agreed date to assist the Interested 
parties to bring about the desired end. 

The committee made the following 
recommendation : 

We recommend that the resolution be 
concurred in, with the following change: 
The committee requests the Presidents 
of the various Building Trades, or their 
representatives, to meet with President 
Gompers and devise ways and means for 
instituting a concerted move with a view 
to organize the men in question. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adonted. 

On Resolution No. 119, introduced by 
Delegate H. A. Stemburgh, of the Inter- 
national Hodcarriers and Building La- 
borers' Union of America, the commit- 
tee reported as follows: 

We non-concur in these resolutions, 
but recommend that the different Inter- 
tematlonal Building Trades officials 
grant all possible assistance to the In- 
ternational Hodcarriers and Building 
Laborers' Union in securing employment 
for its members from the George A. Ful- 
ler Construction Company under the 
prevailing rules of said organization in 
different cities referred to, within the 
laws of the American Federation of La- 
bor. 



It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Stemburgh offered the fol- 
lowing substitute to the report of the 
committee: 

RESOLVED. By the Twenty-flfth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fea- 
eration of Labor, assembled in the City 
of Pittsburg, that the officers of all in- 
ternational unions of building tradesmen 
are particularly requested to render 
every moral assistance in their power 
to the officers of the International Hod- 
carriers and Building Laborers' Union 
of America in their struggle for recog- 
nition with the aforesaid construction 
company; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
requested to appoint a representative 
from one of the affiliated building trades 
to meet the George A. Fuller Construc- 
tion Company, together with a repre- 
sentative of the International Hodcar- 
riers and Building Laborers' Union of 
America, to adjust the question in dis- 
pute as soon after the adjournment of 
this Convention as possible. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
substitute be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Stemburgh, Ramsay, Duffy and 
Swartc. 

The motion to adopt the substitute 
was then voted on and lost, the vote 
being 47 ayes, 62 nays. 

The report of the committee was then 
adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM J. SPENCER, 

Chairman. 
FRANK DUFFY, 

Secretary. 
J. C. BAHLHORN, 
THOMAS J. WILLIAMS, 
STEPHEN FAT, 
FRANK FEENEY, 
THOMAS H. LYONS, 
W. H. LEGLEITNER, 
J. S. CARDER, 
HERMAN ULIEN, 
LEWIS MERRIAM. 

p. f. McCarthy, 

FRANK BUTTER WORTH, 
A. C. SANDERS, 
WILLIAM McSORLEY. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted as a whole. 

President Gompers — The hour for the 
special order of business has arrived. I 
shall ask Mr. T. L. Lewis to preside. 
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Delegate T. L. Lewie, of the United 
Mine Workers, In the chair. 

Chairman Lewis — The first order of 
business Is the nomination and election 
of a President 

Delegate Golden, of the Textile Work- 
ers, placed In nomination for President 
Mr. Samuel Gompers. In placing Presi- 
dent Gompers In nomination Mr. Golden 
said In parti: Since we were first or- 
ganised twenty- five years ago many 
changes have occurred, many sacrifices 
have been made, many trials have been 
endured, and many obstacles overcome. 
Although our road has been a rocky one 
to travel, nevertheless we have ad- 
vanced until to-day wo are the only rec- 
ognized bona fide representatives of or- 
ganized labor In this country. 

During all these years one man has 
stood out boldly and fearlessly advocat- 
ing our cause. He has stood foremost 
in the ranks, always ready, always will- 
ing, always anxious to assist those in 
need, and always able to defend our 
cause. 

I never made a request, I never asked 
for assistance, either for my own organ- 
ization or for the cause In general, that 
it was not freely given. I therefore de- 
sire to place in nomination for President 
of this great American Federation of 
Labor one whom we all honor for his 
sterling qualities, one whom we all love 
for his many acts of kindness, and one 
who every year becomes closer and 
closer to us, Mr. Samuel Gompers, the 
great apostle of organized labor. 

The nomination of President Gompers 
was seconded by Delegate Lee M. Hart, 
Delegate Shanessy and others. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the Secretary be authorized to cast the 
one ballot for President Gompers as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention. 

Delegate Berger protested against the 
motion to declare the vote of President 
Gompers unanimous. 

Chairman Lewis— There being but one 
nominee, all those in favor of the elec- 
tion of Samuel Gompers as President of 
the American Federation of Labor will 
say aye. 

A viva voce vote was then taken. 
There were but two dissenting votes, 
those of Delegates Victor L. Berger and 



J. Mahlon Barnes, who both wished to 
be recorded a« voting In the negative. 

Delegate Barnes wished to present a 
written statement giving his reasons for 
voting In the negative. 

Vice President Mitchell— I rise to a 
point of order. A delegate may not file 
with the Secretary his reasons for vot- 
ing. The vote itself is sufficient. 

Chairman Lewis — The point of order 
Is well taken. 

Delegate William J. O'Brien placed in 
nomination for First Vice President 
James Duncan, of the Granite Cutte»V 
International Association, and said, m 
part: Delegate Duncan is too well 
known for me to take up any of the 
time of the Convention in making a 
speech. I simply desire to place his 
name before the Convention. 

On motion, the Secretary was author- 
ized to cast one ballot for Delegate 
Duncan as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention for First Vice President. 

Delegate Joseph F. Valentine placed in 
nomination for Second Vice President 
John Mitchell, of the United Mine Work- 
era of America, and said, In part: I 
have the pleasure of nominating for the 
office of Second Vice President a man 
who is well known to the delegates here 
and to the workers throughout the 
country. He is a man beloved m this 
movement, and I need not go into the 
details of his character or his work. 

The nomination of Vice President 
Mitchell was seconded by Delegates 
Feeney, Agnes Wilson and others. 

On motion, the Secretary was author- 
ized to cast one ballot for Mr. Mitchell 
as the unanimous choice of the Conven- 
tion for Second Vice President. 

Delegate Edward J. McCullen, in plac- 
ing in nomination James O'Connell for 
Third Vice President, said In part: I 
desire to testify my appreciation and 
the appreciation of my fellow trades 
unionists of the character and ability of 
a man whose work speaks for itself. 
No words of mine can add any meed of 
praise to his ability. The enemies he 
has made ought to be a sufficient en- 
dorsement to the trades unionists of 
this country, and a reason why they 
should unanimously elect James O'Con- 
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nell as Third Vice President of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

The nomination was seconded by Del- 
egate Dunn and others. 

On motion, the Secretary was in- 
structed to strike one ballot for James 
O'ConneH as the unanimous choice of 
the Convention for Third Vice Presi- 
dent. 

Delegate J. R. O'Brien, in placing in 
nomination Max Morris for Fourth Vice 
President, said: I desire to place be- 
fore you the name of a man wh) has al- 
ways filled with ability the positions he 
has held. He represents an organiza- 
tion almost as Important as that of the 
Building Trades. 

The nomination was seconded by Del- 
egate Thum and others. 

On motion, the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for Max 
Morris as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention for Fourth Vice .President. 

Vice President Mitchell, In placing In 
nomination D. A. Hayes, said: It gives 
me the greatest possible pleasure to 
place in nomination for the office of 
Fifth Vice President a man whose de- 
votion to the labor movement needs no 
recommendation or eulogy at my hands. 

The nomination was seconded by 
Delegates Feeney, O'Brien and others. 

On motion, the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for D. A. 
Hayes as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention for Fifth Vice President 

Delegate D. W. Ryan, of the United 
Mine Workers, in placing In nomination 
Daniel J. Keefe, for Sixth Vice Presi- 
dent, said: We desire again to show 
our appreciation of the voyage we had 
over the Great Lakes a few days 
ago, and take pleasure in placing in 
nomination for Sixth Vice President, 
Daniel J. Keefe. . 

On motion, the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for Daniel 
J. Keefe as the unanimous choice of 
the Convention for Sixth Vice President. 

Delegate James Wood, of the Cigar 
Makers' International Union, in placing 
William D. Huber In nomination for 
Seventh Vice President, said in part: 
The work of the man I am about to 
nominate speaks for itself; it e peaks 
volumes for his ability and the deeds 
he has done. I believe his work is suf- 



ficient recommendation to warrant us In 
placing him in this important position 
to legislate for the balance of our or- 
ganization. 

The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
gates Klapetzky and Duffy. 

Delegate T. J. Williams, in placing in 
nomination William J. Spencer, for 
Seventh Vice President, said: He has 
always been outspoken on all important 
questions that have been for the benefit 
of this great Federation of Labor. H« 
hes always been ready and prepared to 
further the interests of the Building 
Trades Industries, and has never been 
backward in giving advice and help to 
younger organizations. 

The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
gate Alpine. 

A roll call of the delegates resulted 
as follows: 

For Huber — Barbers' Delegation. Low- 
cry. Blacksmiths' Delegation. Dunn, 
Boot and Shoe Workers' Delegation, 
Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' 
Delegation, Hill (O. H.), Legieitner, 
Brotherhood of Carpenters' Delegation, 
Falvey, Cfgar Makers' Delegation (311 
votes) Clerks' Delegation (400 votes), 
Reidy, Coopers' Delegation, Electrical 
Workers' Delegation (106 votes), McKee, 
' Firemen's Delegation, Kelllngton, Flan- 
niery. United Garment Workers' Delega- 
tion, Hatters' Delegation (28 votes), 
Horse Shoers' Delegation, Hotel and 
Restaurant Employes' Delegation (291 
votes), Brady, Keough (Mrs. Mae). War- 
ner, Meat Cutters and Butcher Work- 
men's Delegation, United Mine Workers' 
Delegation (1,122 votes), Musicians' Del- 
egation (231 votes), Stoughton, Wilson 
(James), Dold. Jordan, Halles, Printing 
Pressmen's Delegation (85 votes), Mc- 
Carthy, Telegraphers' Delegation, Street 
Railway Employes' Delegation, Seamen's 
Delegation. Kirk, Stage Employes' Dele- 
gation. Teamsters' Delegation, Textile 
workers' Delegation, Powell. Tobacco 
Workers' Delegation, Morrison, Foster, 
Engel, Roberts, Dean, Clark. Jones (D. 
S.), Cosgrove, Miller, Fattzlnger, Con- 
roy, Sweet, Rlst. Fuller, Thum, Klely, 
Zimmerman, Whiteman, Smith (J. T.), 
Greenawalt, M&loney, McLean, Goes, 
Gaillard. Douglas, Grace, Walsh, Burke, 
Rosenberg, Morris, Brownfield, Lund, 
McCullen, Goldstein, Sprague. Goldzweig. 
Flynn, Bohm. Dunne, Pacelli, O'Brien 
(J. J.). Wilson (Agnes), representing 
8,077 votes. 

For Spencer— Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers' Delegation, Brewery Work- 
ers' Delegation, Butler, Sandys. Rich- 
ardson. Barnes, Clerks' DelegnMon (100 
votes), Electrical Workers' Dt'egatlon 
(105 votes), Feeney, Winn, Wood, n tss 
Bottle Blowers' Delegation, Towey, 
Granite Cutters' Delegation. Lockwood, 
Hatters* Delegation (28 votes), Hotel and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 



247 



Restaurant Employes' Delegation (96 
votes). Pierce, Lathers' Delegation, 
Longshoremen's Delegation Drtnkwater, 
O'Connell, Creamer, Ireland, Mainten- 
ance of Way Employes' Delegation, Car- 
der. Grout, Sheet Metal Workers' Dele- 
gation, United Mine Workers' Delega- 
tion (1,497 votes), Molders' Delegation, 
Musicians' Delegation (77 votes), paint- 
ers' Delegation, Plumbers' Delegation, 
Duffy (T. J.), Printing Pressmen's Dele- 
gation (86 votes), Merriman, Tailors' 
Delegation, Williams, Hayes (M. S.)> 
Berger, Kidd, Mulcahy, Braunschweig, 
Hobby, Jones (J. E.), Ldnsey, Codding- 
ton, McGillivray, Joyce, Linxweiler, Gar- 
lepy. Love, Kiernan, Lavin, representing 
6,962 votes. 

On motion of Delegate Spencer the 
election of Delegate Huber was made 
unanimous. 

Vice President Kidd, in placing in 
nomination for Eighth Vice Presi- 
dent Delegate William D. Mahon, said, 
in part: The man whom I wish 
to nominate is eloquent and energetic; 
he knows not only his own organization, 
but every organisation that makes a 
demand upon him for his time and his 
talents. He has fought some of the 
biggest battles of the labor movement, 
and has been hounded by detectives as 
no other man has been. If elected, his 
services on the Executive Council will 
be of the utmost value. 

In placing in nomination Joseph F. 
Valentine for Eighth Vice President. 
Delegate Collis Lovely said in part: 
His long experience as an officer in his 
international union has especially fitted 
him for a seat in the Executive Coun- 
cil. 

There being no other nominations, 
Secretary Morrison proceeded with the 
roll call, which resulted as follows: 

For Mahon — Barbers' Delegation, Low- 
ery. Blacksmiths' Delegation, Brick, Tile 
and Terra Cotta Workers' Delegation, 
Duffy (Frank), Macfarland, Swart*. Hu- 
ber, Tarnell, Richardson, Falvey, Cigar 
Makers' Delegation (103 votes), Clerks' 
Delegation (300 votes), Reidy, Electrical 
Workers' Delegation. Engineers' Delega- 
tion (117 votes). Firemen's Delegation, 
KelKngton, Flannery, United Garment 
Workers' Delegation, Towey, Horse 
Shoers' Delegation, Hotel and Restaur- 
ant Employes' Delegation, Brady, Lath- 
ers' Delegation. Keough (Mrs. Mae), 
Drink water, Maintenance of Way Em- 
ployes' Delegation, Meat Cutters* and 
Butcher Workmen's Delegation. United 
Mine Workers' Delegation (748 votes), 
Musicians' Delegation (231 votes), 
S tough ton. Wilson (James), Dold. Jor- 
dan, Printing Pressmen's Delegation (12S 



votes) McCarthy, Street Railway Em- 
n irtir A <, Delegation. Seamen's Delegation 
Stage Employes' Delegation (27V 



pioyes Delegation. Seamen's Delegation, 
Kirk, Stage Employes' Delegation (27% 
votes). Teamsters* Delegation, Textile 



Workers' Delegation, Powell, Tobacco 
Workers' Delegation (27 votes), Engel, 
Wood Workers' Delegation Dean, Jones 
(D. S.), Cosgrove, Hobby, Jones (J. 
E.) ( Miller, Fatzinger, Conroy, Cod ding- 
ton. Joyce, Johannsen. Thum, Kiely, 
Whlteman, Greenawalt, Balnbridge, Mc- 
Lean, Smith (H. 8.), Gaillard. Douglas, 
Grace, Burke, Rosenberg, Brownfleld, 
Lund, McCullen, Goldstein, Devltt, 
Flynn, Bohm, Dunne, Pacelll, represent- 
ing 6,617% votes. 

For Valentine — Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers* Delegation, Dunn, Boot 
and Shoe Workers' Delegation. Brewery 
Workmen's Delegation, Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers' Delegation, 
Grimes, Zaring, Sanders, Cigar Makers' 
Delegation (311 votes). Clerks' Delega- 
tion (200 votes). Coopers' Delegation, 
Feeney, Engineers' Delegation (58 
votes), Glass Bottle Blowers' Delegation, 
Granite Cutters' Delegation, Lockwood, 
Hatters' Delegation, Hod Carriers' Del- 
egation, Pierce. Longshoremen's Delega- 
tion, Machinists' Delegation, Grout 
Sheet Metal Workers' Delegation, United 
Mine Workers' Delegation (1,871 votes), 
Molders' Delegation, Musicians' Delega- 
tion (77 votes). Painters' Delegation', 
Plumbers* Delegation, Potters' Delega- 
tion. Printing Pressmen's Delegation (42 
votes), Bailroad Telegraphers' Delega- 
tion. Merriman, Stage Employes' Dele- 
gation (27% votes), Tailors' Delegation, 
Williams, Tobacco Workers' Delegation 
(27 votes), Morrison, Hayes (M. 8.), 
Foster. Berger, Clarke, Lindsey, Sweet, 
MfcGillivray, Rist, Thomas, Linxweiler, 
Fuller, Zimmerman, Smith (J. T.), Gar- 
iepy, Goss, Love. Walsh, Morris, Kier- 
nan, Lavin, Goldsweig. Wilson (Agnes), 
representing 7,629 % votes. 

Delegate Barnes — I desire to be recorded as 
voting for Valentine. 

Delegate Mahon- -I desire to thank my 
friends, and move that the election of 
Joseph F. Valentine be made unanimous. 

Delegate Lee M. Hart— I do not think 
we can improve upon our present watch- 
dog of the treasury. He is not only an 
able financier, but one of the strong 
men of the labor movement. I, there- 
fore, take pleasure in nominating for 
the office of Treasurer the present in- 
cumbent, John B. Lennon. 

The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
gate Lavin. 

There being no further nominations, 
the Secretary was authorized to cast 
one ballot for John B. Lennon, as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention for 
Treasurer. 

Delegate Hugh Frayne nominated for 
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Secretary Frank Morrison, of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union, and 
spoke at some length of the services he 
had rendered the American Federation 
of Labor, in his official capacity. 

There being no other nominations, 
on motion of Delegate Hart, seconded 
by Delegate J. L. Sullivan, the Presi- 
dent was authorized to cast one ballot 
for Frank Morrison as the unanimous 
choice of the Convention for Secretary. 

President Gompcrs in the chair. 

President Gompers — Nominations for 
the first fraternal delegate to the British 
Trades Union Congress are in order. 

Treasurer Lennon— Is It understood 
that the delegate to the British Trades 
•Union Congress will also attend tht» 
German Trades Union Congress. 

President Gompers — The German 
Trades Union Congress will not be held 
in 1906. 

Delegate Frank K. Foster, of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union, was 
nominated for First Fraternal Delegate 
to the British Trades Union Congress 
by Delegate Higglns. 

There being no further nominations, 
the Secretary was Instructed to cast ono 
ballot for Frank K. Foster as the unan- 
imous choice of the Convention. 

George H. Warner, of the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists, wa« 
placed In nomination by Delegate Crea- 
mer for Second P'raternal Delegate to 
the British Trades Union Congress; and 
James Wilson, of the Pattern Makers 
League, was placed In nomination by 
Delegate W. D. Wilson. 

There being no further nominations, 
the Secretary proceeded with the roll 
call, which resulted as follows: 

For Warner— Dunn, Walls, Bury, 
Kemper, Priestersbaeh, Grimes, Falvey, 
Gompers, Tracey, Clerks' Delegation (300 
votes), Coopers' Delegation, Engineers' 
Delegation, Firemen's Delegation (81 
votes), United Garment Workers' Del- 



egation (159 votes). Glass Bottle Blow- 
ers' Delegation (36 votes), Granite Cut- 
ters' Delegation. Hatters' Delegation, 
Stemburgh, Brady, Longshoremen's 
Delegation, Machinists' Delegation, Car- 
der, Downey, Connelly, Molders' Delega- 
tion (150 votes). Musicians' Delegation 
(154 votes), Stoughton, Dold, Plumbers' 
Delegation, Printing Pressmen's Delega- 
tion (128 votes), McCarthy, Stage Em- 
ployes' Delegation, Teamsters' Delega- 
tion, Jones (D S.), Cosgrove, Miller, 
McGillivray, Gaillard, Grace, Rosenberg, 
McCullen, Flynn, representing 4,680 
votes. 

For Wilson— Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers' Delegation, Barbers' Delega- 
tion, Lowery, Blacksmith's Delegation, 
Lovely, Balne, Whaley, Zepp, Ward, 
Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' 
Delegation, Bridge and St: uctural Iron 
Workers' Delegation, Du.."y (Frank/, 
Macfarlane, Swartz, Zari:. 0> Sanders, 
Richardson, Barnes, Clerks' Delegation, 
(200 votes), Reidy, Electrical Workers' 
Delegation, Feeney, Firemen's Delega- 
tion (41 votes), Kellington, Flannery, 
United Garment Workers' Delegation 
(164 votes), Glass Bottle Blowers' Dele- 
gation (35 votes), Tcwey, Lockwood, Lil- 
ien. Hotel and Restaurant Employes' 
Delegation, Pierce, Lathers' Delegation. 
Keough (Mrs. Mae), Maintenance of 
Way Employes' Delegation, Meat Cut- 
ters and Butcher Workers' Delegation, 
Grout, Frayne, United Mine Workers' 
Delegation, Molders' Delegation (150 
votes), Musicians' Delegation (154 votes). 
Painters' Delegation, Potters' Delegation, 
Printing Pressmen's Delegation (42 
votes), Railroad Telegraphers' Delega- 
tion, Street Railway Employes' Delega- 
tion, Seamen's Delegation, Kirk, Mern- 
man, Tailors' Delegation, Textile Work- 
ers' Delegation, Williams, Powell, To- 
bacco Workers' Delegation, Morrison, 
Hayes (M. S.), Foster, Berger, Wood 
Workers' Delegation, Clarke, Behrens, 
Hobby, Jones (J. E.), Fatzinger, Conroy, 
Sweet, Johannsen, Rist, Linxweiler, 
Cope, Zimmerman, Whlteman, Sheridan, 
Smith (J. T.), Greenawalt t Gareipy, 
Smith (H. S), Goss, Love, Douglas, 
Walsh, Burke, Brownfield, Goldstein, 
Lavln, Goldzweig, Dunne, Pacelli, Wil- 
son (Agnes), representing 8,947 votes. 

On motion of Delegate Warner the 
election of James Wilson was made 
unanimous. 



The Convention was adjourned to meet 

at 2 P. M. 
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TWELFTH DAT— Afternoon Session. 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 P. M., President Gompers In the chair. 

The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 

Absentees— Kline, Butterworth, Henry 
(J. S.) f Zuckerman, Loebenberg, Maher, 
Poster (W. H.), McSorley, Baker (E. 
J.). Roach, Warner, Wilson (J. T.), 
Boyle, Ross, Mitchell (A. R.), Weber, 
Miller (Owen) Curran, Stoughton, Dlx, 
Marr, Kelly, Freel, McKeever, Flood. 
Hibbert, McAndrews, Flynn (Ed.;, 
Brackney, Alexander, Charters, Weir, 
Hanraty, Perkins, Peetz. Byrne, Faison, 
Wall, Davis, Mahoney, Skehan, Codding- 
ton, Willaner, Campbell, Shoop, Hop- 
wood, Miller. Roemer, Boettger, Alcorn, 
Welter, Adams (H. J.), Bower, Boyd, 
Curry, Humphrey, Obert, Milburn, Love, 
Haven. Brookshaw, Comerford. XJebhart, 
Mitchell (Thomas), Alter, Hoskowitch, 
Bien, Wright, Frazier, Baldwin, Shef- 
field, Jones (F. G.), Bohm, Pulsipher, 
Ritthamel, Ring, Van Dyke, Heasloy, 
Farmer, Wise. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
communication : 

Mr. Frank Morrison, Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor: 

Dear Sir and Brother: If it is not out 
of order, will you have the inclosed list 
read at the American Federation of La- 
bor Convention? 

Yours fraternally, 

j. m Mcelroy, 

Secretary Brush Makers' International 
Union. 

The following is a list of the firms 
using the label of the Brush Makers' 
International Union: 

Theo. Zappen, 661 W. Huron street. 
Chicago, HI. 

John McKim & Co., 10th and Cherry 
streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 

J. S. Costello & Son, 1108 Pine street 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dustless Brush Co., 122 and 124 Syca- 
more street, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Badger Brush Co., 395 Third street, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

r.rdclph Fehler, 1172 Fortney street, 
M.1'.\lu:I;cc. Wis. 



J. Cunier & Co., 64 Oakwood street, 
Orange, N. J. 

The following firms have been placed 
upon the unfair list by the Brush Mak- 
ers' International Union: 

Elder & Jenks, 127 N. Fifth street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rennous, Kleinle & Co., 848-52 Fred- 
erick avenue extended, Baltimore, Md. 

Delegate Schaerer requested that the 
following telegram be read: 

Fight can and will be won. Last 
night Newark Trades Council Issued 
weekly assessment of ten cents on all 
unions affiliated. Action of Convention 
applauded. 

J. SCHMIDT. 

President Gompers announced that 
nominations were in order for fraternal 
delegate to the Canadian Trades and 
Labor Congress 

Thomas A. Rickert, of the Garment 
Workers' International Union, was 
placed in nomination by Treasurer Len- 
non. 

Charles Dold, of the Piano and Organ 
Workers' International Union, was nom- 
inated by Delegate Jere L. Sullivan. 

Delegate Emmett T. Walls, of tine 
Boot and Shoe Workers* Union, was 
placed in nomination by Delegate Fran- 
cis J. Clarke. 

There being no further nominations, 
the Secretary proceeded with the first 
roll call, which resulted as follows: 

For Rickert — Schaerer, Schirra, Bar- 
bers' Delegation. Zepp, Brick. Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers* Delegation, Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters' Delegation, Rich- 
ardson, Clerks' Delegation (300 votes), 
Reidy Electrical Workers' Delegation, 
Engineers' Delegation (87 votes), Fire- 
men's Delegation. United Garment Work- 
ers' Delegation, Lockwood, Lathers* Del- 
egation. Keough (Mrs. Mae.), Dong- 
shoremen's Delegation (191 votes), Main- 
tenance of Way Employes' Delegation, 
United Mine Workers' Delegation (1,122 
votes), Musicians' Delegation (164 vote), 
Painters' Delegation (434 votes), Plumb- 
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era' Delegation (76 votes), Potters* Del- 
egation, Printing Pressmen's Delegation 
(85 votes), Railroad Telegraphers' Dele- 
gation, Street Railway Employes' Dele- 
gation, Kirk. Stage Employes' Delega- 
tion. Tailors' Delegation, Teamsters' 
Delegation, Dean, Jones (David S.), 
Behrens, Cosgrove, Jones (James E.), 
Fatzinger. McGillivray, Joyce, Thomas, 
Thum, Kiely, Cope, Zimmerman, White- 
man, McLean, Goes, Qaillard, Love, 
Douglas, Grace, Walsh. Rosenberg. Lund, 
Lavin, Foley, Flynn, Dunne, Pacelll, 
O'Brien (J. J.). Wilson (Agnes), repre- 
senting 6,812 votes. 

For Dold — Myrup, Lowery, Dunn, 
Pricstersbach, Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers' Delegation, Sanders, Fal- 
vey. Cigar Makers r Delegation, Engin- 
eers' Delegation (88 votes), Kelllngton, 
Hod Carriers' Delegation, Horse Shoers' 
Delegation, Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes' Delegation, Longshoremen's Del- 
egation (96 votes). Machinists' Delega- 
tion, Carder, Grout, Downey, Connelly. 
Musicians' Delegation (154 votes), Paint- 
ers' Delegation (108 votes), Seamen's 
Delegation, Tobacco Workers' Delega- 
tion. Morrison, Hayes (M. 8.), Foster, 
Engel, Wood Workers* Delegation, Hob- 
by, Conroy, Johannsen, Rist, Smith (J. 
T.), Greenawalt, Bainbridge, Gareipy, 
McCullen, Sprague, Goldzweig, repre- 
senting 3,336 votes. 

For Walls — Blacksmiths' Delegation, 
Boot and Shoe Workers' Delegation, 
Ward. Clerks' Delegation (200 votes), 
Coopers' Delegation. Feeney, Glass Bot- 
tle Blowers' Delegation, Granite Cutters' 
Delegation, Pierce, Longshoremen's Del- 
egation (191 votes), Meat Cutters' and 
Butcher Workmen's Delegation, Frayne, 
Mine Workers' Delegation (1,497 votes), 
Mowers' Delegation, Dold, Plumbers' 
Delegation (76 votes), Printing Press- 
men's Delegation (85 votes), McCarthy, 
Merriman, Textile Workers' Delegation, 
Berger, Clarke. Lindsey, Burke, Morris, 
Klernan, Brownfleld. Goldstein, repre- 
senting 3,664 votes. 

Vice President Kidd In the chair. 

Vice President Kidd— Delegate Dola 
having received the lowest number of 
votes, if there are no objections, his 
name will be dropped and the names of 
Delegates Rickert and Wells will be 
voted on. 

A second roll call resulted as follows: 

For Rickert— Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers' Delegation, Barbers' Del- 
egation, Lowery, Brewery Workmen's 
Delegation (170 votes), Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Delegation, Brotherhood of 
Carpenters' Delegation, Sanders, Rich- 
ardson, Clerks' Delegation (300 votes), 
Reidy, Electrical Workers' Delegation, 
Engineers' Delegation, Firemen's Dele- 
gation, United Garment Workers' Dele- 
gation, Lockwood, Brady, Lathers' Del- 
egation, Keough (Mrs. Mae), Longshore- 
men's Delegation, Maintenance of Way 
Employes' Delegation^ Grout, United 
Mine Workers' Delegation (1,122 votes), 



Musicans' Delegation, Painters' Delega- 
tion, Plumbers' Delegation (76 votes). 
Potters' Delegation, Printing Pressmen * 
Delegation (85 votes), Railroad Telegra 
pliers' Delegation, Railway Employes' 
Delegation, Seamen's Delegation, Kirk. 
Stage Employes* Delegation, Tailors' 
Delegation, Teamsters' Delegation, Mor- 
rison, Engel, Dean, Jones (D. S.), Cos- 
grove, Jones (J. E.), Fatzinger, Cod- 
dinger, McGillivray, Joyce Johannsen, 
Thomas, Linxweiler, Thum, Cope, Zim- 
merman, Whiteman, Greenawalt, Mc- 
Lean, Goss, Guye, Love, Douglas, 
Grace, ' Rosenberg, Lund, McCullen, 
Sprague, Lavin, Foley, Flynn, Dunne, 
Pacelli, O'Brien (J. J.), Wilson (Agnes), 
representing 8,069 votes. 

For Walls—Blacksmiths' Delegation, 
Dunn, Boot and Shoe Workers' Delega- 
tion, Brewery Workmen's Delegation 
(170 votes). Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers' Delegation, Falvey, Cigar 
Makers' Delegation, Clerks' Delegation 
(200 votes) t Donnelly, Feeney, Kelling- 
ton, Glass Bottle Blowers' Delegation, 
Granite Cutters' Delegation, Hodcar- 
riers' Delegation, Horse Shoers' Delega- 
tion, Hotel and Restaurant Employes* 
Delegation, Pierce, Machinists' Delega- 
tion, Carder, Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen's Delegation, Sheet Metal 
Workers' Delegation, United Mine 
Workers' Delegation (1,497 votes). Mol- 
ders' Delegation, Dold, Plumbers' Dele- 
gation (75 votes), Printing Pressmen's 
Delegation (85 votes), McCarthy, Merri- 
man, Textile Workers' Delegation, To- 
bacco Workers' 'Delegation, Hayes (M. 
S.), Foster, Berger. Wood Workers' 
Delegation, Clark, Hobby, Miller, Lind- 
sey, Conroy, Sweet, Rist, Kiely, Smith 
(J. T.), Bainbridge, Gareipy, Burke, 
Morris, Kiernan, Brownfleld, Goldstein. 
Goldzweig, representing 5,788 votes. 

On motion of Delegate Walls the 
election of Delegate Rickert was made 
unanimous. 

Vice President Kidd— Nominations are 
in order for the city in which to hold 
the next Convention. 

Montreal was placed in nomination by 
Delegate Macarthur, and the nomina- 
tion seconded by Delegate James Wood 
and Delegate A. Gariepy. 

Denver, Colorado, was placed in nomi- 
nation by Delgato Thum, and the nomi- 
nation was seconded by Delegate Mae 
Keough. 

Minneapolis, Minn., was placed in 
nomination l>y Delegate A. G. Bain- 
bridge. The nomination was 'seconded 
by Delegates Walsh, of Duluth, and 
Wendelktn, of Philadelphia. 

Toronto, Canada, was placed in nomi- 
nation by Treasurer Lennon and sec- 
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onded by Delegate Carey and Delegate 
Banders. 

Fraternal Delegate Todd spoke at 
some length in favor of having the 
Convention held in Canada, either in 
Montreal or Toronto, as the Convention 
might choose. 

There being no further nominations, 
the Secretary proceeded with the first 
roll call, which resulted as follows; 

For Montreal— Boot and Shoe Workers' 
Delegation, Cigar Makers' Delegation, 
Clerks* Delegation (100 votes), Feeney, 
Engineers' Delegation, Glass Bottle 
Blowers' Delegation, Pierce, Keough 
(Mrs. Mae), Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen's Delegation, Sheet Metai 
Workers' Delegation, Keough (M. J.), 
Frey, Mitchell (A R.), Dold, Plumbers 
Delegation, Seamen's Delegation, Textile 
Workers' Delegation, Foster, Berger, 
Roberts, Coddington, Cope, Whiteman, 
Smith (J. T.) f Greenawalt, Gariepy, 
Love, Walsh, Rosenberg, Goldstein, 
Todd (% vote), representing 2,443ft 
votes. 

For Denver— Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers' Delegation, Flannery, Hatters' 
Delegation, Horse Shoers' Delegation, 
Thum, representing 282 votes. 

For Minneapolis — Lowery, Duffy 
(Frank), McFarlane, Swartz, Huber, 
Zarlng, Yarnell, Richardson, Reldy, 
Firemen's Delegation, Kelllngton, Gran- 
ite Cutters' Delegation, Towey, Hotel 
and Restaurant Employes' Delegation 
(193 votes), Brady, Longshoremen's Del- 
egation (96 votes), Grout, United Mine 
Workers' Delegation, Painters' Delega- 
tion, Potters* Delegation, McCarthy, 
Stage Employes' Delegation, Teamsters' 
Delegation, Wood Workers' Delegation, 
Dean, Jones (J. E.) Rist, Linxweiler, 
Bain bridge, McLean. Grace, Burke, 
Morris, Kiernan, McCullen, Flynn, Wil- 
son (Agnes), representing 0,258 votes. 

For Toronto — Barbers* Delegation, 
Blacksmith's Delegation, Dunn, Brew- 
ery Workmen's Delegation, Brick, Tile 
and Terra Cotta Workers' Delegation, 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers' 
Delegation, Grimes, Sanders, Falvej, 
Clerks' Delegation (400 votes). Coopers' 
Delegation, Electrical Workers' Delega- 
tion, United Garment Workers' Delega- 
tion. Lockwood, Hodcarriers' Delegation, 
Hotei and Restaurant Employes' Dele- 
gation (194 votes). Lathers' Delegation, 
Longshoremen's Delegation (883 votes), 
D rink water. Machinists' Delegation, Val- 
entine, Maintenance of Way Employes' 
Delegation, Carder, Musicians' Delega- 
tion, Printing Pressmen's Delegation, 
Street Railway Employes' Delegation, 
Kirk, Merriman, Tailors' Delegation, 
Morrison, Engle, Clarke, Jones (D. S.), 
Miller. Conroy, McGilltvray, Joyce, 
Thomas, Kiely, Smith (H. 8.). Goes, 
Douglas, Brownfleld, Lund, Sprague, 
Lavin, Foley, Cardiff, Devett, Dunne, 



Pacelli, Todd (% vote), representing 
4,730fc votes. 

Denver, Colorado, having received the 
lowest number of votes, was dropped. 
Delegate Macarthur withdrew the nom- 
ination for Montreal. 

A roll call on the cities of Minneapo- 
lis and Toronto, resulted as follows: 

For Minneapolis — Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers' Delegation, Barbers' 
Delegation. Lowery, Dunn, Boot and 
Shoe Workera' Delegation, Duffy 
(Frank), Macfarlane, Swartz, Huber, 
Zarlng, Yarnell, Richardson, Coopers' 
Delegation, Engineers' Delegation, Fire- 
men's Delegation, Kelllngton, Towey,* 
Granite Cutters' Delegation, Hatters' 
Delegation. Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes' Delegation (193 votes), Brady, 
Longshoremen's Delegation (96 votes). 
Grout, United Mine Workers' Delega- 
tion, Painters* Delegation. Plumbers' 
Delegation, Potters' Delegation. McCar- 
thy, Stage Employes' Delegation, Team- 
sters' Delegation. Wood workers' Dele- 
gition. Weir. Dean, Fatzinger, Rist, 
reenawalt, Bainbridge, McLean, Grace, 
Burke, Morris, Kiernan, Flynn, Wilson 
(Agnes), representing 7,606 votes. 

For Toronto— Blacksmiths* Delegation, 
Brewery Workmen's Delegation, Brick, 
Tile and Terra Cotta Workers' Delega- 
tion. Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers' Delegation, Grimes, Sanders, Fal- 
vey. Cigar Makers' Delegation, Clerks' 
Delegation, Electrical Workers' Delega- 
tion, Feeney, Flannerjr United Garment 
Workers* Delegation. Glass Bottle Blow- 
ers' Delegation, Lockwood, Hod Carriers' 
Dolegation, Horse Shoers' Delegation, 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes' Dele- 
gation (194 votes), Pierce. Lathers' Del- 
egation. Keough (Mrs. Mae), Longshore- 
men's Delegation (383 votes), Drinkwa- 
ter. Machinists' Delegation, Maintenance 
of Way Employes' Delegation. Carder, 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen's 
Delegation. Sheet Metal Workers' Del- 
egation. Molders' Delegation. Musicians' 
Delegation, 8 tough ton, Wilson (James), 
Dold, Pr'ntlng Pressmen's Delegation. 
Street Railway Employes* Delegation, 
Seamen's Delegation, Kirk. Merriman, 
Tailors' Delegation, Textile Workers' 
Delegation. Tobacco Workers' Delega- 
tion, Typographical Union's Delegation, 
Engel, Jones (D. S.). Coserove, Hobby, 
Davis. Miller. Lindsey, Coddington, Mc- 
Gillivray, Joyce, Whiteman, Gareipy, 
Love, Douglas. Walsh, Rosenberg, 
Brownfleld, Goldstein, Sprague, Lavin, 
Goldsweig. Devett, Dunne, Pacelli, Todd, 
representing 6,437 votes. 

On motion of Delegate Carey the se- 
lection of Minneapolis as the next Con- 
vention city was made unanimous. 

Delegate Frank K. Foster, for the 
Committee on President's Report, re- 
ported as follows: 

The following portion of the report of 
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the Executive Council was referred to 
this committee: 

THE COLORADO SITUATION AND 
THE WESTERN FEDERATION. 

Considering that portion of the Execu- 
tive Council's Report bearing on this 
subject— which was referred to this 
committee— Jointly with the President's 
Report, we desire to say that we ap- 
prove, "definitely and without equivo- 
cation," the policy pursued as to the 
contributions received for the Western 
Federation of Miners. We further rec- 
ommend that the Executive Council 
be instructed to insist that the Western 
Federation of Miners shall either carry 
out the purpose for which such financial 
aid was contributed, i. e., carrying tcf 
the highest courts the cases involved* 
or give to the Executive Council an ac- 
counting of what was done with the 
money. 

In the proceedings of the eighth day, 
morning session, after the report of the 
committee, the following appears: 

"During the discussion Delegate Ken- 
nehan announced that If a further con- 
sideration of the matter was deferred 
until a later session the proceedings of 
the last convention of the Western Fed- 
eration of Miners would be placed in the 
hands of the committee. He stated that 
this would show the disposition of the 
money referred to in the committee's re- 
port. 

"Delegate Mahon moved that action 
on the section of the committee's report 
under discussion be deferred; that Dele- 
gate Kennehan be instructed to give the 
report spoken of to the committee, and 
that the question be taken up at a later 
session." 

At a later session a report of the 
Official Proceedings of Thirteenth An- 
nual Convention of the Western Fedei- 
atlon of Miners was handed to the com- 
mittee, together with the advance sheets 
of the reply made by Messrs. Moyer and 
Haywood: 

Your committee reports that it has 
examined with care the proceedings Oj. 
the convention of the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners submitted to it, and also 
the advance sheets of a reply made in 
the current number of the oftlcial Jour- 
nal of the Western Federation of Miners 
to that portion of President Gompers' 
report bearing upon the disposition of 
the funds contributed by the American 
Federation of Labor Unions to tho 
Western Federation of Miners. Neither 
from the printed proceedings nor from 
the statements contained in the address 



of Messrs. Moyer and Haywood do we 
find sufficient reasons for changing our 
original recommendation; that in Justice 
to all concerned an accounting should 
be given our Executive Council as to 
what portion of the very large amount 
contributed by the American Federation 
of Labor Unions from the time the cir- 
cular was issued (June 9, 1904, to March, 
1905,) for the defense of the legal rights 
of trades unionists has been applied for 
the purpose for which it was donated. 
ANDREW FURUSETH, 

Chairman, 
FRANK K. FOSTER, 

Secretary, 
COLLIS LOVELY, 
THOMAS F. TRACY, 
JAMES A. CREAMER, 
JOHN P. FREY, 
JOHN S. HENRY, 
JAMES WILSON, 
GEORGE F. DUNN, 
P. H. SWEET, 
JOHN A. POWELL, 

Committee. 
It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

Delegate Lavin— I should like to have 
some information in regard to this re- 
port. In view of the fact that there 
were large contributions made by locai 
unions throughout the country to the 
Western Federation of Miners long be- 
fore the appeal was sent out, and that 
these contributions continued to be sent 
after the circular was withdrawn, I 
want to know if such contributions are 
included in the money the Executive 
Council wants the Western Federation 
of Miners to give an accounting of? 

Delegate Furupeth— The report states 
very distinctly that a large sum of 
money collected after the issuance of 
the circular is what an accounting is 
wished of. It Fays nothing of money 
collected prior to the issuance of the 
circular. 

Delegate Foster— The report of the 
committee calls for an accounting of 
the money sent by unions affiliated witk 
the American Federation of Labor in re- 
sponse to a circular issued by the 
American Federation of Labor. That 
circular calls for appropriations to re- 
tain the legal rights of citizens of Cc!- 
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orado, and it applies for the time cited 
in our report. 

President Gompers— I should like to 
ask the committee a question, for the 
information of the delegates. The chair 
desires to know whether, from the ac- 
counting of moneys received by the 
Western Federation of Miners, there is 
in any way any indication that there 
was one dollar, more or less, received 
from the American Federation of Labor 
Unions, used for the defense of the le- 
pal rights of members of the Western 
Federation of Miners. 

Delegate Foster—There Is nothing in 
the report of the proceedings we re- 
ceived to indicate the distinction be- 
tween contributions. There is nothing 
In this report which is evidence, in our 
judgment, that wduld warrant us In 
forming any conclusion. The only indi- 
cation we could And of expenses for le- 
gal purposes we found grouped undeu 
tho head of "Miscellaneous Expenses/' 
We found In the part covered by tha*. 
report something less # than- eight thou- 
sand dollars. We naturally supposed 
that that did not represent in any de- 
gree the legal expenses. It is no reflec- 
tion upon the Western Federation of 
Miners when we say we believe in jus- 
tice to all concerned there should be an 
understanding of just what portion was 
used for the purposes for which the do- 
nations were made. 

Delegate Lavin— You have nothing tv 
warrant you in saying that money 
would not have gone to the Western 
Federation of Miners if that circular 
was not issued, because the money wad 
going to them before the circular wa» 
issued and continued to go after it was 
withdrawn. 

President Gompers— The International 
Union of which I am a member, apart 
from the local unions, sent to the Wesb- 
ern Federation of Miners ten thousand 
dollars in one check. The Glass Bottle 
Blowers, at their Convention, sent them 
one thousand dollars, the Theatrical 
Stage Employes sent over one thousand 
dollars, etc. It is also true that when 
the circular was issued it was published 
in the official Organ of the Western 
Federation of Miners under the heading, 
"The American Federation of Labor to 



the Rescue." Does It not appear to the 
judgment of the delegates that there 
ought to be some showing of the re- 
ceipt of this money and the purpose for 
which it was contributed? I am sure, so 
far as I am concerned, there is no pur- 
pose that I • have to cast a stigma upon 
that organization or upon its officers so 
far as financial honesty is concerned, or 
so far as financial dishonesty is con- 
cerned, but I do believe we are entitled 
to know to what purposes this money has 
been devoted. It is not necessary that 
every cent, or every dollar, or every 
thousand dollars, be accounted for in 
this way, not by any means. There are 
expenditures in an organisation- about 
which it cannot always enter into de- 
tails. These are too small and insig- 
nificant; no one expects that; but we 
do believe we are entitled to know 
whether or not it was spent in defense 
of the men whose constitutional and 
natural rights were trampled under foot 
by the Colorado authorities. 

I have seen what Mr. Moyer and Mr. 
Haywood have been pleased to say of 
me. They said some very mean things, 
not simply in their latest utterances, 
but all through. President Moyer, in 
his official report to the last Conven- 
tion of the Western Federation of 
Miners, devotes the major portion of 
his report to an attack upon the labor 
movement, upon the American Federa- 
. tion of Labor, and particularly upon mt>. 
I don't )ntend to retaliate in kind, either 
here and now or anywhere else, but I 
repeat that If we are going to have any 
kind of confidence In our fellow union 
men we must be in a position to assure 
them that the money they contribute 
for any purpose is devoted to that 
purpose. There is nothing further from 
my mind than to place a stigma upon 
the organization or its officers. They 
and I differ very materially as to our 
relative understanding of the trade 
union movement. They have a right to 
differ from me, and they have a right 
to sturdily defend their position, just as 
I have a right to defend the position I 
take; but that does not form the right 
for them or for myself, for their organ- 
ization or for our organization, to di- 
vert money contributed for the legal de- 
fense of the men Involved in Colorado, 
especially when it is alleged that they 
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have largely expended that money to 
put on foot an organization that was 
launched to be the antagonist movement 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
It is alleged that much of the money 
that you and I contributed out of our 
pockets and out of our funds has been 
used to finance that combination in 
Chicago, and if that is true, it ought 
to be known; and if it is not true the 
stigma ought to be taken off the officers 
of the Western Federation of Miners. 

Delegate Lavin— I am perfectly satis- 
fied with the statement as to the official 
report. 

Delegate W. B. Wilson— There are no 
organizations on this continent whose 
members are more closely related in- 
dustrially than the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners and the United Mine 
Workers of America. Men who are 
quartz miners to-day are coal miners 
to-morrow, and men who are coal mi- 
ners to-day are quartz miners to-morrow. 
There are no two organizations any- 
where in which there is a more fra- 
ternal spirit existing between the rank 
and file of the organisations. That is 
very clearly demonstrated by the fact 
that when the Western Federation of 
Miners issued an appeal for aid in an 
effort to Inaugurate the eight-hour 
movement, and from that time on until 
their most recent report, the United 
Mine Workers of America, through its 
various unions, contributed over $27,t)UU 
towards that campaign, nearly twenty- 
four per cent, of the entire contribu- 
tions. There were two purposes for 
which this money was contributed. The 
first purpose was to assist them in se- 
curing an eight-hour work day; the sec- 
ond purpose was to assist their mem- 
bers in defending themselves agalnbc 
legal prosecutions and against illegal 
encroachments upon their rights. Those 
are the only two purposes for which the 
money was contributed, and, notwith- 
standing that fact, we find that the 
money contributed for these two specific 
purposes has been diverted, not merely 
to other channels in assisting those who 
toil, but for the purpose of building up 
an organization to antagonize the 
American Federation of Labor gener- 
ally, nnd to antagonize the United Mine 
Workers specifically. They are endeav- 



oring to encroach upon our jurisdiction 
and on our territory, sowing the seeds 
of dissension in our ranks, using the 
very funds we had contributed to their 
assistance for the purpose of destroying 
our organization. We find them using 
their official order for the purpose of 
destroying the confidence of our mem- 
bers in the officers of our organization, 
yet at the Boston Convention the man 
who drafted the resolution that do- 
nated to the Western Federation of 
Miners the one thousand dollars that 
was contributed by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at that time was John 
Mitchell. In spite of that fact there has 
never been a more kindly expression 
used towards him in their official organ 
than "fakir" and "fraud.*' 

We ought to have an accounting; we 
are entitled to an * accounting. If thac 
money has not been used against us, 
as we are led to believe it has been, we 
ought to know It. If It has been used 
against us, we ought to know it also. 
So far as all the facts appear it has 
been used in an effort to destroy the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
bodies connected with it. Let us have 
an accounting, Mr. Chairman. 

Vice President Max Morris— Aside 
from the question of a financial ac- 
counting on the part of the Western 
Federation of Miners, there arises a 
question before this Convention which, 
in my opinion, is of the utmost import- 
ance. The Executive Council asks you, 
before the ending of this Convention, to 
say to the members of organized labor 
throughout this country whether or not 
we acted wisely in having the circular 
issued which asked for the suspension 
of contributions to the Western Federa- 
tion of Miners from unions belonging to 
the American Federation of Labor, be- 
fore we adjourn it is the duty of this 
Convention to say in plain words* Did 
your Executive Council act rightly and 
in accordance with the future welfare 
of the labor movement in this country? 

I live in Colorado. I had the pleasure 
to give, not financial, but moral aid to 
the Western Federation of Miners to 
the best of my ability. I saw things 
done on their part which, in my opinion, 
it was not wise to speak of until we 
met here. I deem it right and proper 
that you, when you go back to your 
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homes, may be able to tell others of 
their act*. If you will notice In their 
official organ they take pleasure In say- 
ing that when certain Individual officers 
of the American Federation of Labor 
Joined hands with the National Civic 
Federation they became the assistants 
of strike breakers, etc. When the 
United Mine Workers of America were on 
strike in Colorado, in District 15 of their 
organization, the coal miners of a 
camp at Leyden, where the men were 
not organized, but where they saw fit 
to come out when the strike was calleo, 
what was done? When the members of 
the Western Federation of Miners who 
were deported from the Cripple Creek 
District called on Mr. Haywood, he 
urged upon them to go, and did send 
them, to take the places of the men 
who struck in behalf of the United Mine 
Workers of America. In support of the 
charge I make I want to read to you a 
copy of a telegram sent to the Conven- 
tion of the Industrial Workers of the 
World, but not read there: 

Pueblo, Colorado, June 29, 1906. 
To the United Mine Workers' Delegates 
Assembled in The Industrial Conven- 
tion, Chicago, 111.: 

Haywood to blame, not Mitchell, for 
losing Colorado strike, by persuading 
the Western Federation men to work 
at Leyden mine; said mine being unfair 
and under guard. 

(Signed) HARRY DOUTHWAITE. 
District 16. 
This telegram was not read in the 
convention, because Mr. Haywood was 
Its chairman. The mine was under 
guard and men who were not union 
men, but who were loyal enough to go 
out on strike, had their places filled by 
members of the Western Federation of 
Miners under the guidance of Mr. Hay- 
wood. 

I want to make my reasons plain for 
voting for the discontinuance of help 
on the part of the labor movement of 
this country, and to prove to you that 
the Executive Council of this body acted 
wisely when it told you and others to 
discontinue your contributions. During 
the coal strike, when the miners were 
holding a convention to determine 
whether or not they should accept a 



certain proposition from the United 
Mine Workers, when the eight-hour day 
proposition was held out to them, who 
did we find at that convention begging 
them not to accept it and go back to 
work? We found the officers and or- 
ganizers of the Western Federation oi 
Miners. 

But we stood for all these things U 
order that we might help the member* 
of the Western Federation of Miners tc 
defeat the corporations and to defeat 
the tyranny of Governor Peabody. Talk 
of their courage and of the splendid 
fight they made! Who made the fight? 
Did any of the officers of the Western 
Federation go out to battle with the 
men? Did they lead their men as the 
officers of other organisations did? No. 
But, as I said before, we were willing 
to shut our eyes and mouths until the 
battle had been settled and won. Nov* 
I think the time has come when it is 
proper to say these things, r am not 
speaking of the financial part of the re- 
port. I simply want to make clear to 
you why the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor voted to 
discontinue the help being given the 
Western Federation of Labor by our 
unions. 

President Gompers— Was the fact that 
deported members of the Western Fed- 
eration of Miners had taken the places 
of striking coal miners in Colorado 
known to the officers of the Western 
Federation? 

Vice President Morris— Mr. Haywood 
has been charged with that and has 
not been able to deny it. He was 
charged with it by Mr. Douthwait«, 
President of District 15. He tried to de- 
ny it but could not. 

Vice President Mitchell— Did not Mr. 
Douthwaite tell you that Mr. Haywood 
had admitted in his presence that his 
men scabbed on our members. 

Vice President Morris— Yes; but his 
excuse was that he did not know the 
mine was not fair. 

Delegate Barnes— I want to say, for 
one, that I believe that an accounting 
should be had if it is not now on hand. 
I note that Delegate Furuseth holds the 
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report issued some time ago. It was a 
general report Issued to their national 
convention and had no purpose in set- 
ting forth the specific Information you 
now desire to have. Consequently, I 
felt the other day, when the delegate 
from Denver offered to supply the re- 
port, that it would not be satisfactory. 
I don't think it would have been sat- 
isfactory to me had I been on the com- 
mittee and following the same purpose. 
However, the other day we received «* 
telegram stating that they had sent a 
reply or explanation or an accounting 
of some kind. Has the committee 
looked over that and reported on it? 
If so. is it satisfactory or unsatisfactory 
to the committee? 

Vice President Kldd— It is not satis- 
factory. 

Delegate Barnes— Then I certainly am 
in favor of the report of the committee 
that an accounting be had. 

Delegate Foster—The committee did 
not desire to bring before the Conven- 
tion the mass of scurrility which this 
address is composed of. With the ex- 
ception of some extracts from the pro- 
ceedings in regard to some cases which 
are now before the court there is not 
an item of financial information con- 
tained in the report. The committee, to 
speak frankly, did not desire to lower 
the dignity of this body by bringing this 
report before it for consideration. We 
considered it beneath the contempt of 
any set of men carrying trade union 
cards in their pockets. 

Delegate Soderberg— Was it not stated 

last Week that the cases of some of the 

members were still in the courts in St. 
Louis? 

Delegate Furuseth— According to the 
magazine article we have here there 
have been certain cases entered In 
the United States Court. What they are 
the committee could not find out from 
the article. For that reason we say 
that neither from the report given to 
us nor from the magazine articles given 
to us could we find any reason for 
changing our prior report. 

On motion of Delegate T. I* Lewis de- 
bate was closed. 



The report of the committee was then 
adopted without a dissenting vote. 

The special committee to report on 
the Harbison -Walker Company submitted 
the following: 

We, the undersigned committee, ap- 
pointed by the President to wait upon 
the Harbison-Walker Company, for tho 
purpose of adjusting trouble between 
the herein name concern and the Brick, 
Tile and Terra CGtta Workers* Alliance, 
as directed by the delegates in this 
Twenty-flfth Annual Convention of tho 
American Federation of Labor, assem- 
bled in Pittsburg, for which we beg 
leave to report the result of our efforts 
In this direction, which Is In part, a* 
follows: 

Your committee called upon the Har- 
bison-Walker Company, and was told 
by a representative of that firm that 
they would concede to no demands of 
organized labor, and that they had de- 
cided to continue the open shop, and 
would have no further dealings with 
any body of union men. They further 
stated that they had no desire to meet 
a committee representing the American 
Federation of Labor, or any other or- 
ganized body of men, and that if we 
had any subject matter we wished 
them to consider, we could advise b> 
correspondence, and if they felt so in- 
clined to consider the same, they 
would so advise by communication. 
Following this interview, your commit- 
tee mailed a registered letter, which 
reads as follows: 

Pittsburg, Pa., Nov. 24, 1905. 
Harbison- Walker Co., Farmers Bank 

Building, Pittsburg, Pa.: 

Gentlemen: The committee appointed 
by the American Federation of Labor 
to call on you concerning the trouble 
existing between your firm and the 
Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Worker*, 
Alliance, beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing propositions for your careftu 
consideration: 

1st. That you agree to employ your 
former men without discrimination 
against such men by reason of their 
Identification with any labor organiza- 
tion. 

2nd. That you further agree to In- 
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terpose no objection to any efforts made 
on the part of tho Brick, Tile and Terra 
Cotta Workers' Alliance to organise 
the men now employed in your plants 
throughout the country. 

3rd. If the above propositions meet 
with your favorable consideration, we 
will agree to recommend that the name 
of your firm be removed from the "We 
don't patronize''' list of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Trusting that the above will receive 
your prompt attention and considera- 
tion, and that we may be favored with 
an early reply, we are, 

Respectfully yours, 
JOHN ZARING, Chairman, 
ROBERT NOREN, 
JOSEPH T. SHERIER, 
H. A. STEMBURGH, Secretary, ' 
Committee. 
After your committee has waited a 
sufficient length of time and not receiv- 
ing any reply, we desire to recommend 
that all organized labor, especially the 
building tradesmen, are hereby requested 
to bring about harmonious relations be- 
tween the Harbison- Walker Company and 
the Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers* 
Alliance, by their earnest co-operation 
to this end. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN ZARING, Chairman, 
ROBERT NOREN, 
JOSEPH T. 8HERIER, 
H. A. STEMBURGH, Secretary, 
Committee. 

On motion the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Delegate John R. O'Brien, for the 
Committee on Tuberculosis, reported as 
follows: 

Resolution No. 167— By Delegate 
George C. Campbell, of the Tri-CKy La- 
bor Congress of Clinton and Lyons, la., 
and Fulton, 111.: 

WHEREAS, The medical fraternity of 
this country have entered into a cam- 
paign against tuberculosis (consump- 
tion), and have declared that the health 
of the nation depends on proper sani- 
tary conditions: Dure air, good, whole- 
some food, in sufficient quantity; proper 
clothing, an eight-hour work day, and 
no child-labor, and have made a manly 



appeal to the organized workers for 
their moral support in bringing about 
these conditions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we gladly ofTer our 
aid and co-operation and earnestly 
hope that our affiliated central bodies 
will enter into fraternal relations with 
organized Doctors of Medicine in their 
respective localities and work with them 
hand in hand for the prevention and 
cure of the white plague, abolition of 
the sweat shop, child-labor and the uni- 
versal eight-hour work day. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and also in that part of 
the report* of the Executive Council enti- 
tled 'Tuberculosis." 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee submitted the follow- 
ing: 

REPORT TO THE TWENTY -FIFTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LA- 
BOR BY THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS. 

Gentlemen: Your Committee on the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis, having been 
appointed in accordance with the action 
tajken by delegates in the annual con- 
vention assembled, reports as follows in 
relation to the subject of tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis is a widespread disease 
which is every year killing about 160,- 
000 persons in the United States. 

It is known that tuberculosis is both 
a preventable and a curable disease, and 
for this reason alone your committee is 
of the opinion that the American Feder- 
ation of Labor would be justified in tak- 
ing steps that would put a stop to such 
horrible waste of life. 

It is also a fact that this disease seeks 
its victims especially among men and 
women in the prime of life, so much so 
that one- third of all who die between 
the ages of 16 and 44 years die of tu- 
berculosis, and that this preventable 
disease works its greatest havoc among 
the wage earners whose labor and skill 
make possible the industrial supremacy 
of this country.* In certain trades the 
death rate from tuberculosis is five or 
six times as great as it is In occupa- 
tions free from the accompaniment of 
unsanitary conditions. 

For these reasons we believe that this 
subject of tuberculosis is one of more 
than general humanitarian interest to 
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the American Federation of Labor and 
its constituent bodies. It is a matter of 
very direct and personal concern to 
every member of the laboring class, and 
its effect on the sick and death benefits 
Is such that it has an important bear- 
ing on the financial welfare of many 
.unions. 

It is undisputed that there is a direct 
relation between improvement in factory 
and shop conditions, proper hours of 
labor and adequate scales of wages. 

It is acknowledged that the death rate 
from this disease among union men la 
less than it is among non-union men. 

It is a fact also that the problem of 
tuberculosis as such is a problem of pre*- 
ventlon rather than one of cure. To 
stamp out this scourge, to make it im- 
possible that men shall be permitted to 
work under conditions so menacing to 
life that they invite tuberculosis, and 
at wages so low that a standard of life 
cannot be sustained sufficient to resist 
tuberculosis, this is the great work that 
is worth while for the American Fed- 
eration of Labor rather than the cure 
of a few Individual cases. Hospitals 
and sanatoriums for the cure of tubercu- 
losis are praiseworthy institutions, but 
we should leave the operation and main- 
tenance of them to others. Our work 
is to cut off the supply of patients and 
to make hospitals and sanatoriums un- 
necessary. 

To do this requires the education of 
union men and women throughout the 
country, and we, therefore, recommend 
that steps shall at once be taken to 
spread among the members of the 
bodies affiliated with this Federation a 
correct knowledge of the few facts es- 
sential to the prevention, of tubercu- 
losis. 

To this end we recommend the use of 
a small circular, herewith attached, 
which has been prepared by the New 
York Committee on the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis. This circular is short and 
to the point. It has been carefully pre- 
pared by eminent physicians and may 
be taken to be correct. We recommend, 
therefore, that the reading matter of 
the two inside pages be adopted for a 
circular to be printed and distributed 
from our Washington office: 

HOW TO PREVENT CONSUMPTION. 

The spit and the small particles 

coughed up and sneezed out by consump- 



tives, and by many who do not Know- 
that they have consumption, are auJ of 
living germs too small to be seen. Tnese 
germs are the cause of consumption. 

Don't spit on sidewalks— it spreads 
disease, and it is against the law. 

Don't spit on the floors of your rooms 
and hallways. 

Don't spit on the floor of your shop. 

When you spit, spit in the gutters or 
into a spittoon. Have your own spit* 
toons half full of water, and clean them 
out at least once a day with hot water. 

Don't cough without holding a hand- 
kerchief or your band over your mouth. 

Don't live in rooms where there is no 
fresh air. 

Don't work in rooms where there is no 
fresh air. 

Don't sleep m rooms where there is no 
fresh air. 

* Keep at least one window open in your 
bedrocm day and night. 

Fresh air helps to kill the consumption 
germ. 

Fresh air helps to keep you strong and 
healthy. 

Don't eat with soiled hands— wash 
them first. 

Don't neglect a cold or cough. 

HOW TO CURE CONSUMPTION. 

Don't waste your money on patent 
medicines or advertised cures for con- 
sumption, but go to a doctor or a dispen- 
sary. If you go in time you can be 
cured; if you wait until you are so sick 
that you cannot work any longer, or 
until you are very weak, it may be too 
late; at any rate it will in the end mean 
more time out of work and more wages 
lost than if you had taken care of your- 
self at the start. 

Don't drink whisky, beer or other in- 
toxicating drinks; they will do you no 
pood, l vt will make it harder for you 
to get well. 

Don't sleep in the same bed with any- 
one else, and. if possible, not In the same 
room. 

Good food, fresh air, and rest are the 
best cures. Keep In the sunshine as 
much as possible, and keep your win- 
dows open, winter and summer, night 
and day — fresh air, night and day. is 
good for you. 

Go to a hospital while you can. and 
before It is too late. There you can get 
the best treatment, all the rest, all the 
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Mb Air, tad all the food whtoh you 
need. 

The careful and clean consumptive is 
not dangerous to those with whom ne 
lives and works. 

That the covers shall be changed by 
placing on the front cover the seal of 
the American Federation of Labor and 
the words "Adopted by the American 
Federation of Labor at its Twenty-fifth 
Annual Convention, Pittsburg, Pa., No- 
vember, 1905"; and that upon the back 
shall be placed two diagrams which shall 
best show the prevalence of tuberculosis 
and the effect of occupation upon the 
death rate from tuberculosis. 

As the movement for the prevention of 
tuberculosis has now assumed definite 
shape, so much so that there is now a 
National Association for the Study and 
Prevention of Tuberculosis, and numer- 
ous city and State associations of the 
same character, we further recommend 
that in so far as it is practicable these 
local associations shall be given active 
support by labor organizations in the lo- 
calities where they carry on their -work, 
and that the American Federation of 
Labor, through delegates appointed to 
attend the American Tuberculosis Exhi- 
bition, shall confer with the officers of 
the National Association for the Study 
and Prevention of Tuberculosis, tto the 
end that a close affiliation shall be 
brought about between the National 
body representing organized labor and 
the National body representing the or- 
ganized movement for the prevention of 
tuberculosis. 

And lastly, whereas, we realize the 
important bearing which tuberculosis 
has upon the welfare of trade unions, 
and the need and propriety of supporting 
legitimate movements for increasing the 
popular knowledge about this "great 
white plague"; and whereas, the Ameri- 
can Tuberculosis Exhibition is to be 
held in the City of New York November 
27th-December 9th, 1905, under the au- 
spices of the National Association for 
the Study and Prevention of Tuberculo- 
sis and the Committee on the Preven- 
tion of Tuberculosis of the Charity Or- 
ganization Society, and these bodies 
have extended to this Federation a 
hearty and earnest invitation to send 
delegates to their exhibition to witness 
the tangible evidence of the prevalence 
of tuberculosis and the means and 



methods adopted for Its prevention and 
cure, and more particularly to discus*. 
on the evening of Wednesday, <tbe S9th, 
"The Relation of Organised Labor to the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis," therefore, 
we do recommend that the above invita- 
tion be accepted and that delegates rep- 
resenting the Federation shall attend 
this meeting, and that the President of 
the American Federation of Labor shall 
be one of the said delegates. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. D. HUBER, 

Chairman. 

JOHN ROBERT O'BRIEN, 
Secretary. 

M. J. WATKINS, 

JAMES WALSH, 

GEORGE H. WARNER, 

O. H. HILL, 

VICTOR AI/TMAN, 

J. A ROBERTS, 

TIMOTHY HBA LY, 

JOHN T. DEM1PSHJY. 

It was moved and seconded that thu 
report of the committee be concurred 
In. 

Vice President Duncan— I ' thoroughly 
approve of the report of the committee, 
and hope it will be concurred in by the 
Convention. I feel, however, that the 
endorsement of the action taken by the 
society mentioned will not attract the 
attention of our members to the 
extent that something issued directly 
by this Federation will. I have 
drafted an addition to the report of the 
committee which will, I think, more 
closely identify the matter with the 
American Federation of Labor without 
in any way minimizing the report of 
the committee. I therefore beg leave to 
submit the following: 

In order to aid in reducing the horrors 
of tuberculosis to a minimum this Con- 
vention strongly recommends discub- 
sion and furtherance of the following 
subjects: 

Continued agitation for a shorter work 
day to a maximum of eight hours. 

Increased demand for a higher mini- 
mum of pay for labor performed. 

Encouragement of out-door exercise. 

Formation of fresh air clubs. 

Recommendation of temperate habits, 
including a diminution of the use of in- 
toxicants. 
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Release from work at least one fuH 
day In seven. 

, Play grounds for children adjacent to 
•all public schools. 

Large, open "breathing spaces Inter- 
spersed In all cities. 

Total elimination of the sweat shop 
system. 

Rigid inspection of mines, mills, fac- 
tories and work shops. 

A Saturday half-holiday, at least dur- 
ing the summer months. 

Incorporation in trade agreements or 
in collective bargains governing working 
conditions of provisions for suitable 
ventilation and sanitation. 

That wherever possible the suburban 
residence Idea be strongly favored, 
coupled with a demand for one-half 
rates on steam and trolley lines during 
the usual hours of going to and return- 
ing from work. 

Further agitation for better rooms and 
fresh air ventilation in all living apart- 
ments. 

A positive demand for the passage of 
rigid anti- child labor laws In States 
where they do not now exist. 

Delegate O'Brien — The committee will 
accept what is offered by Vice President 
Duncan. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee as amended was adopted. 

Vice President Duncan, for the Execu- 
tive Council, submitted the following re- 
port: 

The Executive Council, having had un- 
der consideration the application of the 
Printing Trades for the indorsement of 
placing the Philadelphia Inquirer on the 
"We don't patronise" list, have careful- 
ly gone over the matter and report that 
the Executive Council has Indorsed the 
application. 

On motion,- the report was adopted. 

Delegate Frayne— In line with the re- 
port of the Executive Council, as a 
member of the Committee on Boycotts, 
I desire to ask the unanimous consent 
of the delegates to the introduction of a 
resolution covering (the report of the 
committee. 

Permission being granted, Delegate 
Frayne introduced the following: 



Resolution No. 168— By Delegate Hugh 
Frayne: 

WHEREAS, The Philadelphia In- 
quirer, by Its persistent hostility toward 
the unions of the printing trades, has 
forfeited all right to the good will and 
patronage of organized labor; and • 

WHEREAS, Because of such hostility, 
the Executive Council has, on applica- 
tion of international unions of the print- 
ing trades, placed the name of that 
paper on the "We don't patronise" list 
of the American Federation of Labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-fifth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor denounce the Phil- 
adelphia Inquirer as unfair to organized 
labor, and call upon all trade unionists 
and their friends to refrain from pat- 
ronizing it in any manner. 

The resolution was concurred in by 
the Committee on Boycotts. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

Delegate W. B. Wilson, for the Com- 
mittee on Law, reported as follows: 

The committee non-concurred in Res- 
olution No. 111. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Walsh, Leonard, Macarthnr and 
Secretary Morrison. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was then carried. 

Delegate Leonard wished to be record- 
ed as voting against the motion to adopt. 

On the question of organizations' re- 
ports referred to us from the report of 
the Executive Council, your committee 
recommends the adoption of the follow- 
ing new section to the Constitution: 

Article VHI., Section 6: It shall be 
the duty of each International, National, 
Local Trade and Federal Labor Union 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor to furnish to the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor a 
copy of all official reports issued by such 
affiliated organizations, containing a 
statement of their membership in good 
standing, and to furnish such addition* 
al statistical data as may be called for 
by the Secretary of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor which may be in the 
possession of the respective unions. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 
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On Resolution No. 81 the committee 
reported as follows: 

Committee recommends that all after 
the words "American Federation of La- 
bor" be stricken out, so that it will read: 

'Amendment *o Section 11, Article IX. 
of the Constitution, by adding to the 
end of the section the following: words: 

"And It is further provided that should 
any of the members of such National, 
International, Trade or Federal Labor 
Union work at any other vocation, trade 
or profession they shall join the union of 
such vocation, trade or profession, pro- 
vided such are organized and affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor." 

The committee recommends the adop- 
tion of this clause as amended. 

It was moved and seconded that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 

In reply to a question asked by a del- 
egate. President Gompers said: The 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor has always held that a bona fide 
member of an organization going into a 
city where there is a union of his craft 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor must have his card accepted by 
the union. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

The committee concurred in that part 
of the report of the Executive Council 
entitled "©organizations' Reports." 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The committee recommends the fol- 
loiwng substitute for Resolution No. 
112: 

Section 2 of Article 14 be amended by 
adding thereto the following: 

The President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall have authority 
to appoint any person who is a member 
of any affiliated union to audit the ac- 
counts of such Federal Trade or La- 
bor Unions as the President of th# 
American Federation of Labor may di- 
rect and report the result thereof to 
the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The books and accounts of each Fed- 
eral Trade and Labor Union shall be. 
at all times open to the Inspection of 
auditors appointed under this section. 



Respectfully submitted on behalf of the 
Committee, 

JOHN B. LBNNON, 

Chairman. 

W. B. WILSON, 

Secretary. 

JAMES M. LYNCH, 

D. A. HAYES, 
MAX MORRIS, 
A. J. ENGEL* 

E. W. MILLER, 
ALEX R. MITCHELL, 
S. J. THOMPSON, 
WILLIAM PENJE, 
ARCHY GRANT. 

Vice President Duncan, for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 

On Resolution No. 99, which was re- 
ferred back to this committee, we rec- 
ommend that no action be taken. 

On motion, the report of the commit- 
tee was adopted. 

The following resolution was offered: 
That it is the sense of this Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor that 
we part officially with regret with the 
services of Thos. I. Kidd; that as a Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor movement we convey fo him our 
fraternal greetings, our best wishes, 
our confidence and respect, and that a 
series of resolutions be drafted and con- 
veyed to Vice President Kidd on his 
retirement from office. 

Vice President Mitchell— I move that 
we include after the name of Thomas 
I. Kidd the name of William J. Spencer. 

The amendment was accepted, and 
the resolution as amended was adopted. 

Vice President Mitchell— The Commit- 
tee on Organization has a report to 
make to the Convention. 

I move that the report of the Commit- 
tee on Organization and such other re- 
ports of committees as have not been 
made be referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Barnes — I move that such re- 
ports be printed in the minutes. 

The Committee on Organisation has 
four or five resolutions, the recommen- 
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datlon In each case befog to refer to the 
Executive Council. 

The motion offered by Vice President 
Mitchell was carried. 

Vice President Duncan— I rise at this 
time to make what I consider a neces- 
sary statement. In the warmth of de- 
bate upon several subjects In the early 
days of the Convention, and once or 
twice since, statements were made upon 
the floor of this Convention that evi- 
dently the Executive Council thought 
itself greater than the Constitution and 
greater than this Convention. In the 
debate on the revocation of charters, 
some of my colleagues said they did not 
favor such revocation. From expressions 
of some of the delegates I find that an 
impression has gone forth that the Ex- 
ecutive Council did not consider Itself 
bound by the findings of this Convention. 
It Is not the fault of the Executive 
Council, If provisions are In the Con- 
stitution that the Executive Council 
shall do certain work instead of the Con- 
vention. As long as the law exists in 
that way the Executive Council must so 
act, and. In compliance with the same, 
the Convention must be bound thereby, 
unless it would violate Its own Consti- 
tution and Invite other organizations to 
violate it I have positive convictions 
about the will of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor being carried out when tt 
has expressed itself, although some of 
the delegates seem to think from state- 
ments made by President Gompers and 
Treasurer Lennon that the Executive 
Council Is not bound to abide by the 
.actions of this Convention. I say every 
member of the Executive Council is 
bound to comply with the law of this 
Convention. When the time comes that 
I cannot comply with such laws, I shall 
resign my position. 

Treasurer Lennon — I have heard that 
a statement I made was misconstrued. 
I believe with Vice President Duncan 



that it Is the duty of a man elected an 
officer of this organisation, or of any 
other organisation, to carry out the in- 
structions of the Convention, and I have 
never failed to do so, so far as my abil- 
ity enabled me. In making decisions, the 
Convention sometimes has certain ob- 
jects in view, not some specific action 
always, but the accomplishment of 
something. When such a decision comes 
to the Council and the Council is re- 
quired to bring about the accomplish- 
ment of that object-^which is the funda- 
mental thing the Convention desired— 
we find that perhaps some specific thing 
will bring the opposite result, and con- 
sequently I, as a member of the Coun- 
cil, have voted in some instances, in or- 
der to accomplish that which the Con- 
vention desired to have accomplished, 
differently from the way the specific in- 
structions might mean. I stated that 
the revocation of charters should only be 
for fundamental violations of trade prin- 
ciples. I adhere to that, and say with 
Vice President Duncan, if the time ever 
comes when I feel I cannot, as a man 
and as a trades unionist, carry out with 
all my ability the things this Convention 
or any other convention has declared 
for, I shall resign from the Council im- 
mediately. 

In closing the Convention, Presldont 
Gompers made a short address in which 
he thanked the delegates for the kind- 
ness and courtesy shown him during the 
sessions. 

Led by Fraternal Delegate Gilmour, the 
delegates joined in the singing of Auld 
Lang Syne with enthusiasm. At its' close 
three rousing cheers were given, after 
which the Convention was adjourned 
sine die. 

FRANK MORRISON, 

Secretary A. F. of L*. 
DAVID WRIGHT, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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